
O
hio A

dm
inistrative C

ode
3745-7 O

perator C
ertification

C
urtis L. Truss Jr., O

TC
O

 E
xecutive D

irector

O
perator C

ertification U
pdate 

E
ffective 8/15/2019

O
E

PA A
pproval N

um
er

O
TC

O
-B

13261-O
M



A
sk O

TC
O



1)
A

ctive Instruction
2)

E
xpired C

ertificate
3)

O
perating E

xperience
4)

Visit
5)

G
reen Leaf Training P

rovider
6)

C
ollection S

ystem
 E

xperience
7)

Laboratory E
xperience

8)
S

C
A

D
A E

xperience
9)

P
retreatm

ent
10)

S
ludge H

andling
11)

O
n-S

ite Investigations and Inspections
12)

E
xperience in E

nsuring C
om

pliance
13)

C
ertified

P
rofessionalO

perators R
equired

14)
P

rofessional O
perator In Training (O

IT)



O
A

C
 D

efinition
"A
ctive

instruction"
m

eans
the

tim
e

w
hen

a
professional

operatoris
receiving

instruction.This
does

notinclude
-

break tim
e

-introductions
-question &

 answ
er sessions

(Q
&

A in excess of fifteen m
inutes)

A
professionaloperator

shallnot
claim

hours
on

a
renew

al
application

otherthan
those

received
in

active
instruction.´

Ifyou
renew

w
ith

contacthours
in

yourO
E

PA
E

biz
accountthatyou

w
ere

notin
³A

cWiYe
InVWUXcWiRn´«

Then
you

have
com

m
ited

a
³FelRn\

FraudulentA
ct.



O
A

C
 D

efinition
"Expired

certificate"m
eans

a
certificate

w
hich

has
notbeen

renew
ed

by
D

ecem
ber

thirty-first
of

the
renew

al
year.

A
n

expired
certificate

m
ay

be
renew

ed
w

ithin
one

year
six

m
onths

ofthe
expiration

date
in

accordance
w

ith
rule

3745-
7-15

ofthe
A

dm
inistrative

C
ode.´

A
t12:00

am
July

1,2019
the

RSeUaWRU¶V
certificate

can
notbe

renew
ed

and
m

ust
retake

the
operator

exam
(s)

to
becom

e
certified

again.



O
A

C
 D

efinition
O

perating Experience
"O

perating
experience"

m
eans

tim
e

perform
ing

the
day-to-

day
activities

necessary
to

ensure
the

proper
perform

ance
and

operation
of

the
equipm

ent
or

processes
of

a
public

w
atersystem

,treatm
entw

orks,orsew
erage

system
.³



O
A

C
 D

efinition
Visit

"Visit"
m

eans
a

period
oftim

e
w

hen
a

person
is

on-site
ata

public
w

ater
system

,
treatm

ent
w

orks,
or

sew
erage

system
that

is
sufficient

to
perform

routine
sam

pling
(e.g.

flow
,

chlorine
residual,

and
pH

m
easurem

ents),
m

aintenance,
and

or
observation

of
a

public
w

ater
system

,
sew

erage
system

s,or
treatm

entw
orks

in
order

to
ensure

com
pliance

and
properoperation.³



O
A

C
 D

efinition
G

reen Leaf Training Provider
"G

reen
leaftraining

provider"
m

eans
a

training
provider

that
is

approved
by

the
director

to
issue

trainer-specific
contact

hourcourse
approvalnum

bers.´

O
TC

O
is a G

reen Leaf Training P
rovider 



C
ollections E

xperience
E

ffective A
ugust 15, 2019

³«
experience

shallqualify
as

operating
experience

butm
ay

count
for

no
m

ore
than

tw
enty-five

per
cent

of
the

operating
experience

requirem
entofeach

field´:
³C
ollection

system
experience

w
hen

applying
for

a
w

astew
atertreatm

entexam
ination

orcertificate.´



Laboratory Experience
E

ffective A
ugust 15, 2019

³«
experience

shallqualify
as

operating
experience

butm
ay

count
for

no
m

ore
than

tw
enty-five

per
cent

of
the

operating
experience

requirem
entofeach

field´:
³Laboratory

analyses
ifthe

analyses
are

conducted
in

the
laboratory

ofthe
ow

ner
ofa

public
w

ater
system

,treatm
ent

w
orks

orsew
erage

V\VWem
´

S
o..

You
w

ant
to

be
a

C
lass

A
,

I,or
IIO

E
PA

P
rofessionalC

ertified
O

perator
and

have
6,12,or36

m
onths

experience
in

a
m

unicipalw
aterlaboratory«

..



Laboratory Experience
E

ffective A
ugust 15, 2019

O
ne could take the O

hio E
PA C

lass A
, I, &

 II O
perator E

xam
four (4) tim

es betw
een 5/15/19 and A

ugust 15, 2019:
1) 5/16/19 A

B
C

/O
E

PA
2) 6/16/19 A

B
C

/O
E

PA  
3) 7/16/19 A

B
C

/O
E

PA
4) 9/4/19 O

E
PA (P

en &
 P

aper E
xam

. R
egistration D

eadline: 8/8/19)



P
retreatm

ent
E

ffective A
ugust 18, 2019

³«
experience

shallqualify
as

operating
experience

but
m

ay
count

for
no

m
ore

than
tw
enty-five

per
cent

of
the

operating
experience

requirem
ent

of
each

field´:
³PUeWUeaWP

eQW,
if

part
of

a
treatm

ent
w

orks
or

sew
erage

system
,

w
here

pretreatm
ent

is
the

only
job

duty.´



S
ludge H

andling E
xperience

E
ffective A

ugust 15, 2019
³«

experience
shallqualify

as
operating

experience
but

m
ay

count
for

no
m

ore
than

tw
enty-five

per
cent

of
the

operating
experience

requirem
ent

of
each

field´:
³SlXdge

handling
or

hauling,
if

part
of

a
treatm

ent
w

orks.´



S
C

D
A E

xperience
E

ffective A
ugust 15, 2019

³«
experience

shallqualify
as

operating
experience

but
m

ay
count

for
no

m
ore

than
tw
enty-five

per
cent

of
the

operating
experience

requirem
ent

of
each

field´:
³O

n-site
supervisory

control
and

data
acquisition

("S
C

A
D

A
")system

s
m

onitoring.´



³B
eginning

one
year

after
the

effective
date

of
this

rule,
types

of
experience

related
to

a
public

w
ater

system
,

a
treatm

ent
w

orks,
a

w
ater

distribution
system

,
or

a
sew

erage
system

that
qualify

as
operating

experience
include

the
follow

ing:´



O
A

C
 D

efinition
E

ffective A
ugust 15, 2019

O
perating Experience

³O
n-site

investigations
and

inspections
of

operations
that

require
coordination

of
w

ork
w

ith
active

treatm
ent

processes,
collection,ordistribution

system
s.´



O
A

C
 D

efinition
E

ffective A
ugust 15, 2019

O
perating Experience

³E
[SeUience

in
ensuring

com
pliance

w
ith

prim
ary

and
secondary

m
axim

um
contam

inant
levels,

action
levels

and
perm

it
lim

its
through

the
evaluation

offacility
process

controlparam
eters.´



C
ertified P

rofessional O
perators R

equired
–

O
w

ners
of private sew

erage system
s classified

by the 
director m

ust provide an appropriately certified O
R

C
.

–
O

w
ners

of all public sew
erage system

s m
ust provide an 

appropriately certified O
R

C
.

–
C

ontractm
ust clearly define the responsibilities of the 

ow
ner and the professional operator.

–
C

ontracted
professional operator shall perform

 their 
duties in accordance w

ith the contract operator rule.



3745-7-07 P
rofessional O

perator In Training 
•(A) E

ligibility for professional operator in training status shall be lim
ited to 

applicants for the class A
, I, or IIexam

ination.
•(B

) E
ligibility requirem

ents for exam
ination and designation as a professional 

operator in training are the sam
e as the prerequisites in rule

3745-7-06
of the 

A
dm

inistrative C
ode, except that the director m

ay w
aive the onsite operating 

experience requirem
ent in public w

ater system
s, sew

erage system
s, or 

treatm
ent w

orks until after the applicant has successfully passed an 
exam

ination.
•(C

) A professional operator in training shall com
plete the operating experience 

requirem
ent w

ithin four years of passing an exam
ination for w

hich the 
professional operator applied.
•(D

) U
pon successfully com

pleting the actual onsite operating experience 
requirem

ents of rule
3745-7-06

of the Adm
inistrative C

ode, the applicant shall 
subm

it an application to be certified by the director as a professional operator in 
the classification for w

hich the professional operator applied, subject to 
verification by the council.
•(E

) A
ny person designated as a professional operator in training is 

notcertified and shall notact as a professional operator of record.


