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Tired of doing your taxes yourself? 
Want a change from your current preparer? 

Looking for someone completely reliable and knowledgeable? 

The Office of     
RK Silva CPA PLLC

does Business & Personal Taxes, Payroll, 
Tax Planning, and more

1208 East Broadway Rd, Ste 120; Tempe AZ
Phone: 480-317-9588
email silvainfo@rksilvacpapllc.com  

http://rksilvacpapllc.com
Please mention AZ Rider Motorcycle News

M O T O R C Y C L E  N E W S

AZRIDER
Advertise in

Budget-Friendly Rates 
AZRiderSouthwest.com or 480-304-1361

Everyone will read it.
YOU just did!

http://azridersouthwest.bravesites.com/
https://azridersouthwest.com/
https://azridersouthwest.com/
https://www.trollsteddybearrun.com/
https://luckystrikecycles.com/
mailto:silvainfo%40rksilvacpapllc.com?subject=from%20AZ%20Rider%20Motorcycle%20News%20reader
https://tinyurl.com/ybwv6m8d
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The inaugural Hassayampa Music Festival took place September 
30-October 1, 2023. The venue was Gambel Field in Tonopah, located at 
2511 S. 331st Avenue. It was announced as 2 days of Blues and Grooves, 
and the promotion did not fall short on delivering. Well-known, respected, 
& popular performer Poppy Harpman called it “… two days of the best 
musical talent the state has to offer.” He went on to thank attendees for 
supporting local music.

The venue has much to offer; with plenty of GRASSY space for ven-
dors, camping, and activities. Vendors offered apparel, drinkware, military 
surplus items, candles, 3-D printed collectibles & gift items, jewelry, and 
more. 

The weekend’s weather was clear and temps were just right for an out-
door concert. Unfortunately, Saturday did get hit by some significant wind; 
which gave some vendors & campers troubles. By Sunday, much but not 
all had dissipated. 

This weekend’s lineup offered Blues, Rockabilly, Folk, Pop, Rock, Blue-
grass, original music, & covers from numerous genres… With all top-notch 
performers. Not only was each band a winner ~ even the dj music between 
sets was good! ☺  

Sunday’s lineup opened with Bluegrass band ‘Ten Dollar Wedding’.  
Bluegrass is such fun & uplifting music to listen to ☺  They were fol-
lowed by ‘The Black Hole’. They recently won the Arizona Blues Chal-
lenge and will be representing Arizona in Memphis, TN at the International 
Blues Challenge in January! Congratulations! It is always a treat to hear 
Poppy Harpman perform. Today, he & The Storm did not disappoint. True 
Flavor Blues band was another to share their significant talents. Their set 
included a tribute to Big Pete Pearson to mark his 87th birthday. It was my 
first time hearing bands ‘Oliver Rage’ and ‘The Sugar Thieves’ …. But will 
definitely look forward to hearing them each again!  While we were not 
there on Saturday for the show, there’s no doubt that the day’s lineup was 
equally entertaining.  

Activities included a huge play area for kids, with a slip n slide, bounce 
house, inflatable slide, & more. There was also corn hole and a volleyball 
net set up. 

There were numerous raffle items available to win. The 50/50 pot pro-
vided Lei a $245 prize. 

The raffle for an Epiphone Les Paul guitar was won by Malcom. 
This weekend was a fundraiser for the Guitars For Vets program. 

The organization uses music to help Veterans cope with PTSD and to 
help prevent Veteran suicides. G4V provides lessons and guitars at no 
cost. G4V has around 110 Chapters in some 40 states so far. Follow 
the link to learn more about the G4V mission and how you can help.  
 It was also a fundraiser for the Saddle Mountain Unified School 
District Middle School and High School Music Departments. 

Thanks go out to the following for their support of this event. Hopefully 
we don’t miss anyone ☺

Hassayampa Music Festival shared this announcement, “We want to 
send a huge shout out to all of our sponsors from the 1st annual Has-
sayampa Music Festival.  Sunstate Equipment Co., LLC for the light tow-
ers, Get Simple Box for the 20' storage containers, Duncan & Son Lines 
for their generous support, Celebration Party Rentals for the use of the 
bounce house and water slide, Desert Young Marines for all of the help 
with the kids’ area, and to Ramon & Christine Bonilla at Legacy Moves 
Consulting for sponsoring the 50/50 Raffle and Guitar Raffle.  We could 
not have done this without you!  Thank you for believing in us!” Additional 
thanks go to Sound Engineer James Gaspar of Gaspar Entertainment & 
his crew, and Aaron & Jared of Cervantes Ranch Welding LLC for turning 
a bland trailer into a killer stage!

Hassayampa Music Festival 2023 was a really fun time & we’re glad 
to have spent the day there. It ended up with fewer people attending than 
it deserved. But those who came out were sure glad they did. They had a 
great time and got one hell of a show! As soon as the 2024 dates are set, 
that info will be in the calendar. 

In the meantime, Gambel Field is the place to be for A Very Hassy 
Christmas Concert on December 16 from 11a-5pm; to add some Rockin' 
Blues to your Christmas Season. 

Keep on movin’ & groovin’ ☺ ‘bye for now ~ 
Betsy

Hassayampa Music Festival

Oliver Rage

True Flavor Blues

Poppy Harpman & The Storm

The Sugar Thieves

The Black Hole

https://azridersouthwest.com/
https://hassymusic.com/lineup/
https://guitars4vets.org/
https://hassymusic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/344563558107884
https://www.facebook.com/events/344563558107884
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https://www.instagram.com/arizonabikerleathers/
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From Military To Civilian – A Seamless Transition
When members of the Armed Forces of the United States finish at least 
one year of their tour of deployment they need to enroll in the Veterans 

Administration (VA) program to obtain any VA Health Benefits they 
may be entitled to receive.  

Service members need to enroll PROMPTLY and do it NOW by 
following these steps:

• Obtain a copy of your service medical records prior to 
discharge.  Do not take any shortcuts when separating and do this 
immediately.  Any idea of hurrying to get home may cost you time and 
money should you require VA Healthcare at any time in the future. 
• A veteran has two years, after separation, to apply for medical 
conditions that are a result of their service in the military.  After two 
years the process becomes more difficult.
• If you require medical assistance from the VA after separation/
discharge, bring with you a copy of your medical records, a copy of 
your DD-214, and two forms of picture identification.
• Any injury or illness incurred while serving on active duty as a 
regular, reservist, or Federalized member of the National Guard needs 
to be noted in your medical records.
• Enroll in the VA IMMEDIATELY. Do Not Procrastinate!!  
Know your rights and your responsibilities.  If you are not sure, ASK-
ASK-ASK-ASK-ASK!!! Ensure that your transition is smooth.  Know 
what you need to do, and DO IT!  
• Join a veterans service organization -  American Legion, DAV, 
Rolling Thunder®, VFW, AMVETS, Marine Corps League, Alliance of  
Marine Corps Vets, etc. 

IT’S YOUR DUTY TO DO SO! 
“WELCOME HOME, CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB 

WELL DONE, AND GOOD LUCK”
Michael DePaulo, 

National Parliamentarian, Rolling Thunder®, Inc. 
Plt. Sgt. USMC, RVN
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Hello AriZona Riders!
This month's cover photo is of some 

random riders captured along their trav-
els. ☺

How ever you plan to spend Veterans 
Day, please keep our Vets and GIs in your 
thoughts & prayers. On the AZ Rider Ex-
tras webpage is a link to a pair of very 
special tributes to Veterans called “Before 
You Go”. One is dedicated to Veterans of 
WW2 & Korea. The other is dedicated to 
our Viet Nam Veterans.  Even if you’ve watched them before, 
seeing them again is time well spent. Feel free to share the link. 
Thank a Vet. It means a lot.

We are in this Holiday Season and Thanksgiving is just 
weeks away! I hope that you are each able to recognize things 
to be Thankful for in your lives. I count among my Blessings 
Friends & Family, a safe comfortable Home, and this Com-
munity. Being here in this Editor’s chair for 24 years is in it-
self something for which I am Thankful~ and that comes from 
you…. Our Readers and Sponsors. Thank you so very much ☺  
Happy Thanksgiving Everyone! 

As your Holiday shopping gets under way, please consid-
er our Advertisers list as a resource when choosing where to 
make your gifting purchases. Support local small businesses 
whenever possible.  

Wishing you each a safe, fun, and happy Holiday Season.
Ride safely, choose wisely, and

Keep Your Butts On Your Putts!

Motorcycling Organizations Contacts
click here to visit our Organizations Directory 

with clickable contacts
To have your organization listed, send the name, 

phone # and website {if available} to  
Editor@AZRiderSouthwest.com or call 480-304-1361

or snail mail P O Box 7343; Mesa, AZ 85216-7343 



This Month’s Contributors:
   *  Cholla LVMC   *  Greg Ormson

*  Matthew Kyle CMA    *  Skillet RRMC  

 AZ Rider Motorcycle News {AZR} is published monthly. Submissions of 
articles, photos, and other interesting stuff are always welcome and will be 
considered for future issues. Deadline for submissions is the 15th of each 
month. By submitting material for publication, you are certifying that it is 
an original work, and not infringing upon others’ property; unless otherwise 
stated and properly annotated. We reserve the right to edit submissions 
for content and length. Photos submitted for publication are received with 
an implied consent to use them. We apologize in advance if we use your 
picture against your wishes, but assume no responsibility in doing so.  
  The opinions expressed herein are exclusively those of the contributors 
and/or advertisers, and do not necessarily reflect the position of AZ Rider 
Motorcycle News. 
 We accept no responsibility for the accuracy or content of submitted 
advertisements. We offer no guarantees or endorsements regarding 
advertisements herein. Caveat emptor - let the buyer beware.  
 Reprints with permission of the publisher and with attribution.
 AZ Rider Motorcycle News is an independent publication with no 
affiliation to any motorcycling club or organization. 

AZ Rider Motorcycle News & Entertainment
P O Box 7343, Mesa, AZ 85216-7343

Phone 480-304-1361

Owner / Publisher:  Arizona Rider LLC   
Editor: Betsy Newkirk

November 2023    Volume 25, Issue 11    287th edition
Editor@AZRiderSouthwest.com
https://AZRiderSouthwest.com
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In Memory Of Marcel Verrier
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Community News
Share your news within AZ’s Biker Community. 
Boast about a grand-baby – no matter what 

age they are ☺. 
Extend congratulations, well wishes, or con-
dolences. Send someone kudos for a promo-
tion, announce an engagement, welcome your 
GI home. You get the idea. And so, for now ~ 

Happy Birthday in November to 
Alan 'Pyro' Aubrey, Vanessa Rivera, 

Brina Brown, Brad Cosby, Brenda Heath, 
Cheryl Jackson, Cheryl Milner Hanson,

Chuck Thomack, Dee Schultz, Dennis Archer, 
Diana Carney, Duck Burley, 

Dyan 'Painted Lady' Norfleet, E San Miguel,
Ed Chandler, Eric Hampton, Ernie Lizarraga, 
Hope McLeod, Jack Carpenter, JoAnn Goodson, 

Josh Barela, JR Reichelt, 
Kelly Harris, Kenneth Hebert, Larry Walker, 
Lee 'Snakebite' Gonzales, Lisa Landers, 
Lisa Wengert Siqueiros, Louise Lewis,
Martha Fleetwood, Michael DePaulo, 

Mike 'Redbone' Schneider, Mike Jackson, 
Sharon Perrin, Norman Crain, Ray Morelos, 

Rebecca Steed, Robbin Skarlett White, 
Ronda Obenstine, Ruby Cheeks, 

Striker Jensen, Sandy Marby-Crabtree, 
Sharon 'Little Bit' Lindert,

Shelley Victor Thorkelson, Suni Sommers, 
Susanne Kronemeyer, Thaddeus Jones,

William Driggers, & William L Dean III
* & & & & *

Happy Anniversary in November to
Cliff & Paula Stringham
Lloyd & Bedonna Coe

Michelle & Roger Holmberg
Matthew & Julie Reemelin
Robert & Jeanne Shinn

Kurt & Susanne Kronemeyer 
Christopher & Erin Bartz

Ron & Michelle Hesselgrave
Clayton & Danica Gandara 

John Locke & Charity Stuart
Barry & Corliss Van Hook
Jonnie & Ronda Tumbleweed
Ben & Teresa Martinez

* & & & & *

  Gone But Not Forgotten 
Kristina Lee Whalen ~ November 2, 2003 

Bernice Michelle 'Bernie' Dawkins 
~ November 3, 2003 

Anne M. Varese ~ November 24, 2008 
Adan 'Bulldogg' Meraz ~ November 5, 2010  

Thomas L. 'Coyote' Bateman 
~ November 26, 2010 

Jimmy Brewer ~ November 20, 2014
Digger Dave ~ November 22, 2018
Big Jon Treacy ~ November 6, 2019

Austin Anthony 'Cheech' Diaz 
~ November 30, 2019

Theresa Ann Kalifut ~ November 25, 2021
* & & & & *

Congratulations to Skillet McPherson of the 
Rough Riders MC Longbow Chapter & his Lady 
Alice as they welcome their next Grandbaby to 
their family. Mother & child are both doing 
well, and the grandparents are as proud as 
possible. ☺

* & & & & *

 Condolences to Kerry Verrier and his family on the death of Marcel 
Verrier on October 2, 2023 in Calgary, Alberta. Marcel and Kerry, his 
wife of 41 years, spent many winters in Arizona where they enjoyed 
motorcycling and two-wheeled journeys around the United States.  
 Marcel was a friend of many in the biker community – and the 
Mesa and Apache Junction area – and it was immediately apparent that 
he held a deep love and appreciation of all bikes. His job of 23 years, 
working for Honda of Canada, firmly entrenched his love of biking and 
motorcycles which he enjoyed to the end after a motorcycle accident in 
Calgary on August 27.  
 Marcel Joseph Laurent Verrier (71) was born 1/30/1952 in St. 
Boniface Manitoba, died 10/2/2023.

shared by Greg Ormson

This vest was found up 
near Hwy 87 & Clint 
Wells, toward the 

beginning of October.    
Looking for it? Recognize 
it?   Let’s see if we can 

get it home where it 
belongs.

* & & & & *

Share your news within AZ’s Biker 
Community. Send an email to 

editor@AZRiderSouthwest.com -- 
subject line: Community News or send a 

message on Facebook.

* & & & & *

https://azridersouthwest.com/
https://azridersouthwest.com/gbnf
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/8041e482-b91f-40a8-bf08-bb36cb780cad/downloads/IMO_KristinaWhalen_110203.jpg
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/8041e482-b91f-40a8-bf08-bb36cb780cad/downloads/IMO_Bernie_110303.jpg
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/8041e482-b91f-40a8-bf08-bb36cb780cad/downloads/IMO_AnnVarese_0109.pdf
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/8041e482-b91f-40a8-bf08-bb36cb780cad/downloads/IMO_AdanMeraz_0111.pdf
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/8041e482-b91f-40a8-bf08-bb36cb780cad/downloads/IMO_ThomasBateman_0111.pdf
mailto:editor%40azridersouthwest.com?subject=from%20AZ%20Rider%20reader
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continued on page 10

click title to visit photo gallery

Chapter J of the Viet Nam Vets / Legacy Vets MC celebrated 
its 20th Anniversary with a party at American Legion Post 35, 
located at 2240 Chandler Boulevard in Chandler on the eve-
ning of October 14, 2023.

My thanks to Cholla {LV} for being my point of contact for 
this event. 

This was a family-friendly get together. There was music 
by Bad June & there were people having fun dancing. Magz 
Tattoos had a ‘pop up’ station set up – and they were busy ☺ 
There was a variety of Raffle items. Thanks go to the sponsors 
for those donations.

Among various announcements, member Pork Rind {VNV} 
was recognized as a Charter Member of the Chapter.

The room was full of members, friends, & supporters of the 
Club. It was an evening of Love & Respect.

The Chapter and this event support Veterans in Need. The 
focus of this evening was Veteran Suicide Awareness.

Thanks go to sponsors Superstition Harley-Davidson, 
the Law Tigers, AJI Sporting Goods, Dixxon Flannels, Buck 
Knives, and JP Cycles. Thanks also go out to Bad June, Magz 
Tattoos, and Sunshine Funnel Cakes.

Congratulation Chapter J on reaching your 20th Anniversa-
ry! 

Betsy aka Fallout

Viet Nam Vets / Legacy Vets MC Anniversary Party

https://azridersouthwest.com/
https://www.superstitionhd.com/
https://lawtigers.com/
https://azridersouthwest.com/photo-gallery
https://coppercanyonlaw.com/norman-blakey/
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California Suspends Self-Driving 
Car Company, Cruise

October 23, 2023 –
Tuesday, the California Department of 

Motor Vehicles (DMV) notified Cruise, a 
self-driving car subsidiary of General Motors, 
that the DMV is suspending Cruise's autono-
mous vehicle deployment and driverless test-
ing permits, effective immediately.

Since June 2022, Cruise has been offer-
ing commercial driverless car service, which 
means no driver behind the wheel. There 
have been reports of Cruise vehicles cluster-
ing at intersections, blocking traffic, and en-
gaging in worrisome interactions with emer-
gency vehicles.

In the release, the California DMV said, 
"The department's autonomous vehicle reg-
ulations provide a framework to facilitate the 
safe testing and deployment of this technol-
ogy on California public roads. When there 
is an unreasonable risk to public safety, the 
DMV can immediately suspend or revoke 
permits."

The agency cited four reasons for the 
suspension.

• Based upon the performance of the ve-
hicles, the Department determines the manu-

facturer's vehicles are not safe for the public's 
operation.

• The manufacturer misrepresented infor-
mation related to safety of the autonomous 
technology of its vehicles.

• Any act or omission of the manufactur-
er, or one of its agents, employees, contrac-
tors, or designees which the department finds 
makes the conduct of autonomous vehicle 
testing on public roads by the manufacturer 
an unreasonable risk to the public.

• The department shall immediately sus-
pend or revoke the Manufacturer's Testing 
Permit or a Manufacturer's Testing Permit – 
Driverless Vehicles if a manufacturer is en-
gaging in a practice in such a manner that im-
mediate suspension is required for the safety 
of persons on a public road.

This step by the State of California is dra-
matic for a state positioned at the forefront of 
deploying this recent technology. In the past 
week, federal regulators at the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
opened an investigation into recent incidents 
involving Cruise vehicles. However, the ac-
tion by regulators in California is a powerful 
move to push back against the deployment 
of these vehicles, which many believe are not 
yet ready for our nation's roads.

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation is 
committed to collaborating with federal poli-

cymakers to ensure the detection of bikers by 
self-driving technology. The lack of action by 
officials in Washington, D.C. remains frustrat-
ing. However, we are pleased to see regula-
tors in California taking a stand in the face 
of growing incidents with Cruise vehicles. We 
will continue to watch other states and hope 
they will also fill the void left by federal inac-
tion.

About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) 

provides leadership at the federal level for 
states' motorcyclists' rights organizations as 
well as motorcycle clubs and individual rid-
ers. The MRF is chiefly concerned with is-
sues at the national and international levels 
that impact the freedom and safety of Amer-
ican street motorcyclists. The MRF is com-
mitted to being a national advocate for the 
advancement of motorcycling and its associ-
ated lifestyle and works in conjunction with its 
partners to help educate elected officials and 
policymakers in Washington and beyond.

All Information contained in this release 
is copyrighted. Reproduction permitted with 
attribution. Motorcycle Riders Foundation. All 
rights reserved. Ride With The Leaders ™ by 
joining the MRF at http://mrf.org/ or call (202) 
546-0983

COVID-19 Compliant
We are open regular business hours, 

helping keep your family safe!
• Following the Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommendations, 
families should observe high levels of cleanliness and hygiene, including 
regular clothes washing during the pandemic.
• Our commercial washers combined with hot water and proper deter-
gent can flush out contaminants. Our commercial dryers deliver proper 
heating to further protect your garments.
• In keeping With CDC recommendations of enhanced cleaning of 
high-touch hard surfaces, we are committed to providing our customers 
with the cleanest and safest environment to wash their clothes.
• Thank you for allowing SEL help you in these stressful times. 

Thank you for 
our Fifth straight 

year of
 winning the

“Best Laundromat 
of Apache Junction” 

Award!

FOOD is SERVED DAILY
11am-midnight

Sunday- Wednesday
 

and ‘til 1:30am 
Thursday - Saturday

BAR IS OPEN ‘til 2am  
Take Out Orders Available

6840 N. 27th Ave; 
Phoenix, AZ 

{2 blocks west of I-17, 
on Glendale Ave}

602-242-2345

IN-HOUSE SPECIALS  ~  

MONDAY ~ $4 Rum Day All Day!
    

TUESDAY ~ Taco Plate $3.99  
    Mexican beers $4 & $4.50 Margaritas 6p-cl

WEDNESDAY ~ Jumbo Wings,  8 for $5.99 
    $1 off any Call Liquor 6pm-close
    Trivia Night starts 7pm.

THURSDAY  ~ $1 off Burgers and
    Ladies Day
       $4 Fireball, Wine, & flavored Vodkas 6p-cl

FRIDAY ~ Chef's Special $7.99
    $5 Crown, all flavors 6pm-close 

SATURDAY ~ Loaded Philly Fries $9.99
    $8.25 Bloody Mary Mugs, 8a-noon 
    $5 Jack Daniels  6pm-close 
    $5 Specialty Mugs 6pm-close 

SUNDAY ~ Chicken or Beef Quesadillas
    $8.25 Bloody Mary Mugs, 8a-noon 

    FREE breakfast w/ 2 regular price cocktails 
         purchased  {from 8a-noon}

NIGHTLY ~ KARAOKE 9pm

Great Food   
 Shaded Outdoor 
Beer Garden  

Karaoke,
Giant Jenga, 
Pool, & Darts

are BACK!  

Veterans get $3 well drinks & $2 domestic pints any time. 

https://azridersouthwest.com/
https://www.mrf.org/
https://www.mrf.org/
http://www.superstitionexpresslaundry.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AiNTNICKSTAVERN


11

     AZ Rider Motorcycle News            November 2023         HOME    

AZ Rider

On Saturday October 7, 2023, the 
New Life Chapter of the Christian Mo-
torcyclists Association hosted their first 
Bug Splat Ride, with the support of Su-
perstition Harley-Davidson and Law Ti-
gers Arizona. 

This was such a clever idea, offering a 
unique alternative to the traditional card 
or dice game ride themes. It is a new 
event to Arizona that some CMA-AZ 
members learned about from an out-of-
state Chapter.

Each rider received a target at sign-in 
that attached to the front of their motor-
cycle. It was a peel-away sticker that left 
no residue on the bike. Then they took 
off on the ride.

Twenty-one riders signed in at Cycle 
Gear, located at 1040 S Country Club in 
Mesa. From there they headed to Jake’s 
Corner in Payson. There, CMA had a 
pop up where members greeted the rid-
ers. There was water available as well 
as the opportunity for prayer. The return 
ride brought everyone to Superstition 
HD, located at 2910 W Apache Trail in 
Apache Junction, for music by DJ Chu-
co, refreshments, raffle drawings, and an-
nouncing the winners. 

The basic route was about 126 

miles…. Although some riders chose the 
loop that took them past Roosevelt Lake. 
There were numerous comments about 
how nice the ride was. It was certainly 
cooler in the higher country than back 
down in the Valley. 

Once at SHD, the targets were 
checked for bug ‘goo’. Gary & Tina were 
announced as the 1st place winners. That 
earned them the $250 grand prize. Sean 
McCready won 2nd place & $100. Yogi 
Greg received $50 for 3rd place. Con-
gratulations to all the winners! 

The 50/50 winner was Theo. He chose 
to donate his $33 winnings back to the 
CMA. 

My thanks go to Matthew Kyle, CMA 
New Life Chapter President, for his input 
for this article. 

“Thank you to the CycleGear store 
manager Ussain and his employees that 
helped to make this possible by opening 
the store early and providing us with a 
place to begin the ride.” He also shared 
that “CMA New Life would like to thank 
Cycle Gear of Mesa, Superstition Har-
ley Davidson, and Jakes Corner Bar for 
all they did to help make this inaugural 
event possible. Also, this event couldn't 

have been possible without the support 
from Law Tigers! Thank you all for be-
ing a part of this journey! Next year will 
be a new route to follow. Stay tuned to 
see what's next!!!”

Matthew explained, “CMA has 13 
chapters in Arizona. CMA New Life is 
based in Apache Junction. We have chap-
ter meetings every 4th Saturday of the 
month except December. That is when 
we have our CHRIST-mas party which 
varies from year to year. Our chapter 
meetings are located at VFW Post #9399, 
133 North Saguaro Dr. Apache Junction. 
All are welcome to join us. 7:30am for 
breakfast. 8am meeting begins. The main 
goal of the Christian Motorcyclists Asso-
ciation is spreading the word and saving 
power of Jesus Christ to the biker com-
munity. ‘Changing the world one heart at 
a time.’”

The upcoming New Year Car and Bike 
Show at Superstition Harley co-hosted by 
CMA's New Life Chapter is set for Janu-
ary 13. This will be the 7th annual event. 
Mark your calendars to enjoy a day of 
eye candy of the 2-, 3-, and 4-wheeled 
variety. It’ll be here before you know it!  

Betsy

Bug Splat Ride with CMA

DJ Chuco

Click here to follow 
AriZona Rider 

on
Twitter, Facebook, &
now Instagram, too! 

Each at 
/AZRiderSW

https://azridersouthwest.com/
https://tinyurl.com/57v762yn
https://tinyurl.com/57v762yn
https://www.cyclegear.com/stores/cycle-gear-mesa-arizona-store-15
https://www.superstitionhd.com/
https://www.superstitionhd.com/
https://jakescornerbar.com
https://lawtigers.com/
https://cmausa.org/
https://cmausa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/877603057087481
https://www.facebook.com/events/877603057087481
https://www.facebook.com/events/877603057087481
https://www.facebook.com/neighborhoodbarbershop/
https://tinyurl.com/ybwv6m8d
http://twitter.com/AZRiderSW
https://www.facebook.com/AZRiderSW/
https://www.instagram.com/azridersw/
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The dealership’s annual event was host 
to South Dakota Governor Kristi Noem 

and top industry partners

October 03, 2023 06:55 AM EDT
CHARLOTTE, N.C.-- (BUSINESS 

WIRE)
Sonic Automotive, Inc. (“Sonic’’ or the 

“Company”) (NYSE:SAH), a Fortune 500 
Company and one of the nation’s largest 
automotive retailers, today announced 
another successful “Rally at Exit 55” host-
ed by Black Hills Harley-Davidson during 
the 2023 Sturgis Motorcycle Rally last 
month. The Company acquired Black Hills 
Harley-Davidson and its four sister deal-
erships in the Rapid City, South Dakota 
area in February 2023. Black Hills Har-
ley-Davidson is western South Dakota’s 
only full-service Harley-Davidson dealer-
ship and is best known for hosting “The 
Rally at Exit 55” during the Annual Sturgis 
Motorcycle Rally, an iconic destination for 
approximately 500,000 Harley-Davidson 
enthusiasts each year.

“Months of planning and preparation, 
along with strong partnerships with ven-
dors and Harley-Davidson made 2023 
another great year for rallygoers and our 
teammates.”

Over the past 22 years, Black Hills 
Harley-Davidson has hosted the popular 
Rally at Exit 55 during the annual Sturgis 
Motorcycle Rally. The Rally at Exit 55 is 
the premier shopping destination for rally-
goers, providing access to 120 of the in-
dustry’s top brands. The Rally at Exit 55 
allows attendees to purchase quality new 
and pre-owned Harley-Davidson motorcy-
cles, have genuine Harley-Davidson parts 
and accessories installed on-site, pur-
chase Harley-Davidson motor clothes, re-
ceive service on motorcycles driven to the 
event, and enjoy camaraderie with other 
Harley-Davidson enthusiasts and industry 
partners.

Out of the estimated 500,000 rally-

goers at the 2023 Sturgis Motorcycle Rally 
this year, Black Hills Harley-Davidson hosted 
150,000 people who visited the Rally at Exit 
55 to experience the premier Harley-Davidson 
shopping environment. Despite a few days of 
less-than-optimal weather conditions for riders 
and attendees, Black Hills Harley-Davidson 
sold 550 new and pre-owned motorcycles, 
making it one of the highest-volume rally events 
in the dealership’s history.

“We are grateful for the Harley-Davidson 
community and the support we receive each 
year from attendees as we host the Rally at Exit 
55. This event is successful due to the efforts of 
teammates at Black Hills Harley-Davidson and 
our surrounding dealerships, the communities 
of Rapid City and Sturgis, South Dakota, fan-
tastic vendor partners, and incredible support 
from Harley-Davidson,” said Al Rieman, Gener-
al Manager of Black Hills Harley-Davidson.

The Rally at Exit 55 has a large fan follow-
ing, including South Dakota Governor Kristi 
Noem, who stopped by the dealership with her 
new Harley-Davidson motorcycle purchased 
from Black Hills Harley-Davidson to meet rally-
goers this year.

“It was an honor to have Governor Noem 
visit our dealership and show her support for 
the Rally at Exit 55 and the Harley-Davidson 
brand which has a deep history in our commu-
nity,” Rieman said.

“We are incredibly proud of Al, the entire 
team at Black Hills Harley-Davidson, and our 
surrounding dealerships for their work each 
year to host the popular Rally at Exit 55,” said 
David Smith, Chairman 
and CEO of Sonic Au-
tomotive. “Months of 
planning and prepara-
tion, along with strong 
partnerships with ven-
dors and Harley-David-
son made 2023 another 
great year for rallygoers 
and our teammates.”

“Our team at Black 
Hills Harley-Davidson 

continues to exceed expectations year after 
year with their planning and execution of a 
fantastic shopping experience for rallygoers,” 
said Jeff Dyke, President of Sonic Automotive. 
“Our teammates have established a reputation 
for top-notch motorcycle and accessory sales 
and service during the multi-week event, which 
keeps guests coming back each year.”

About Sonic Automotive
Sonic Automotive, Inc., a Fortune 500 compa-

ny based in Charlotte, North Carolina, is on a quest 
to become the most valuable diversified automotive 
retail and service brand in America. Our Company 
culture thrives on creating, innovating, and providing 
industry-leading guest experiences, driven by strate-
gic investments in technology, teammates, and ideas 
that ultimately fulfill ownership dreams, enrich lives, 
and deliver happiness to our guests and teammates. 
As one of the largest automotive and powersports re-
tailers in America, we are committed to delivering on 
this goal while pursuing expansive growth and taking 
progressive measures to be the leader in these cate-
gories. Our new platforms, programs, and people are 
set to drive the next generation of automotive and pow-
ersports guest experiences. More information about 
Sonic Automotive can be found at www.sonicautomo-
tive.com and ir.sonicautomotive.com.

Contacts:
Sonic Automotive Investor Inquiries
Heath Byrd, Executive Vice President and 
 Chief Financial Officer
Danny Wieland, Vice President, Investor Relations
ir@sonicautomotive.com

Sonic Automotive Press Inquiries
Sonic Automotive Media Relations
media.relations@sonicautomotive.com

“The Patriot Guard Riders is a 100% Volunteer, Federally registered 501(c)3 
non-profit organization which ensures dignity and respect at memorial 

services honoring Fallen Military Heroes, First Responders and Honorably 
Discharged Veterans.”

We don’t care what you ride or if you ride, what your political views are, or 
whether you’re a hawk or a dove. It is not a requirement that you be a veteran. 

It doesn’t matter where you’re from or what your income is. 
The only prerequisite is Respect.

“Joining” means you are added to our email list for the notification of 
upcoming missions. Just follow this link and register. http://www.azpgr.org/

COME 
JOIN US

Become 
a Patriot 

Guard Rider

Aerial photo of Black Hills Harley-Davidson during 
the 2023 Rally at Exit 55. (Photo: Business Wire)

https://azridersouthwest.com/
http://azpgr.org/
http://www.azpgr.org/
https://mrfae.org/
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https://azridersouthwest.com/
https://fergusonapproach.com/find-your-dream-home/
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son.
Music out on the patio was provided 

by Richie Darling; a talented solo art-
ist who plays a variety of classic rock, 
blues, & country music. 

The food station was run by Nibblers 
Catering based in Phoenix. 

Even if this was simply a social get-to-
gether, it would be a fine time. But the 
games were a fun addition to the after-
noon…. Whether participating or watch-
ing. 

Wrangling beer kegs down the lane 
in the Keg Roll is harder than it sounds. 
Timbur, Stubby, and Herb won first, sec-
ond & third places. 

In the Slow Roll, 2 riders are com-
peting side by side, BUT they are also 
competing against the clock. Their actual 
times are recorded to determine the final 
winner. The slowest riders were Mick 
1st, Pockets 2nd, and Kipp 3rd. 

Nicole won 1st place in the Skillet 
Toss with her 30’6” throw. Jen Marie 

threw hers 26’ and Ashley got 3rd place 
with a 25’ toss. 

Keg Toss winners were Setback 22’, 
Thor 21’6”, and Mick 18’. 

The Dog Bite winners were Pockets 
& Alex 1st, Mick & Jenn 2nd, and Stub-
by & Kelsey 3rd. 

Winner of the 50/50 received $155 
and donated it back to the cause on be-
half of his organization of Chandler Elks 
Riders. 

On behalf of the Rough Riders MC 
Longbow Chapter, Skillet sent along, “A 
big thank you to the Elks Lodge for al-
lowing us the use of their Lodge. Also, 
to the clubs that came out to support us 
and the cause.” Sponsors also included 
Law Tigers Arizona and their support is 
appreciated! 

It was a fine day and this was a good 
way to spend it. Thank you, Rough Rid-
ers MC, for all you do for our Veterans! 

Betsy

The 5th annual East Valley Biker Ro-
deo was hosted by Longbow Chapter of 
the Rough Riders MC on Saturday Sep-
tember 30, 2023. This year’s event was 
held at the Chandler Elks Lodge # 2429, 
located at 1775 W. Chandler Blvd in 
Chandler, AZ. It was a good day for be-
ing out and about.

More than a dozen organizations 
came out in support of this event, which 
was a benefit for PAWSS ~ Pups and 
Warriors Side by Side. “PAWWS trains 
and certifies service animals for disabled 
Veterans, First Responders, and their 
qualified family members at no cost to 
them.” {from their info packet}. 

There was an Information Booth for 
PAWSS, plus one for Wreaths Across 
America.

The raffle table included pet care 
items, adult beverages, gardening goods, 
knives, ammunition, a bucket of goodies 
from Roosters Country Bar, and a gift 
basket from Superstition Harley-David-

RRMC East Valley Biker Rodeo

https://azridersouthwest.com/
https://www.superstitionhd.com/
http://richiedarlingaz.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LawTigersArizona
https://www.pupsnwarriors.com/
https://www.pupsnwarriors.com/
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
https://roosterscountrybar.net/
https://www.superstitionhd.com/
https://azridersouthwest.com/photo-gallery
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Please Let Businesses Know 
You Saw Them in AZ Rider 

Saturdays Nov-Dec’23 {11/18, 12/2, 12/16}: 
Bitchin’ Stitchin’ at Superstition H-D - 2910 
W Apache Trail, Apache Junction from 
10a-1pm  FMI: 480-346-0600 

Saturdays Nov-Dec  2023 { 11/11, 12/23 }: 
Superstition HOG Chapter Rides start at 
Superstition H-D - 2910 W Apache Trail, 
Apache Junction, AZ. 85120. Come ride 
with our HOG Members. Nov 11 - Meet at 
7:30a, Kickstands up at 8a for AJ Veteran’s 
Day Parade. Dec 23 - meet at 9:30a, KSU 
10a. FMI: 480-346-0600

Sundays Nov-Dec 2023 { 11/19, 12/3 }: 
Superstition HOG Chapter Rides start at 
Superstition H-D - 2910 W Apache Trail, 
Apache Junction, AZ. 85120. All welcome. 
Nov 19 Meet 7:30a, Kickstands up at 8a; Dec 
3 Meet 9:30a, KSU 10a. FMI: 480-346-0600 

1st Sundays: Roosters Bar & Finn’s Mainstreet 
Motorcycles host Saddlebag Sundays. Starts 
2pm at Roosters, 3731 E Main, Mesa. No cov-
er, live music, complimentary food. FMI: 480-
985-4088, 480-357-7595

2nd Sundays: ABATE-AZ Phoenix-Shad-
ow Mtn Chapter meeting. 12:30pm at VFW 
Post 1433, 7618 N 63rd Ave, Glendale. Post 
opens at noon. 

online, click title above for more calendar entries and event detailsBold print indicates an 
Advertiser's event & live link if available

Run Calendar
2nd Sundays {Nov-Feb} Motorcycle Parts 
Swap Meet at Superstition HD from 10a-2pm. 
SHD - 2910 W Apache Trail, Apache Junc-
tion, AZ. FMI or reserve space 480-346-0600.

2nd & 4th Sundays: Desert Thunder MC cooks 
up breakfast 8-11am @ the Thunder Dome, 
3137 W. Virginia Ave, Phoenix. $5/plate.  FMI: 
desertthundermc87@gmail.com 

3rd Sundays: ABATE-AZ East Valley Chap-
ter meets 10a at American Legion Post 138, 
107 E Broadway Rd, Tempe. {B’fast avail-
able before meeting} FMI: Joe Silk  480-628-
8598, miterangers@msn.com 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays: Desert Thunder MC hosts 
an Open House @ the Thunder Dome, 3137 
W. Virginia Ave, Phoenix from 6-11pm. No cov-
er charge. Dinner available $7. FMI: desert-
thundermc87@gmail.com 

4th Tuesdays: ABATE-AZ Yavapai Chapter 
meeting ~ 5:30p @ American Legion Post 
6 @ 202 S Pleasant St Prescott 86301.  FMI: 
928-308-9911, ycabateaz@gmail.com 

11/10 {Fri} Brotherhood of United States Ma-
rine Corp Riders Arizona hosts their 3rd annu-
al Marine Corps Birthday Party at Dirty Dogg 
Saloon, 10409 N Scottsdale Rd, Scottsdale. 
Presented by With A Twist Event Consulting. 
No cover. Drink specials. B’day message & 
cake cutting @ 8pm. All are welcome. FMI: 
bmcr.arizona@gmail.com ; https://www.face-
book.com/brotherhoodofmarineridersarizona

11/11 {Sat} VNV / LVMC Veteran’s Day Run. 
Noon -7pm at Gallopin Goose 2980 S Arizo-
na Blvd, Coolidge, AZ. Door & Raffle Prizes, 
Live Music, 50/50. Come help us Veterans 
Celebrate Veteran’s Day. FMI: gallopingoos-
esaloon@gmail.com 520-723-0300  

Wednesdays Nov-Dec 2023: Superstition 
HOG Chapter Rides depart Superstition HD 
- 2910 W Apache Trail, Apache Junction. 
Ride with our HOG Members. Nov - meet 
7:30am, KSU 8am.  Dec - meet 9:30am, KSU 
10am.  FMI: SHD-HOG hotline 480-346-0626, 
or main @ 480-346-0600.

For more MC bike night listings, 
visit http://www.azcmc.org/calendar

https://azridersouthwest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SuperstitionHD/events/
https://www.facebook.com/SuperstitionHD/events/
https://www.facebook.com/SuperstitionHD/events/
https://www.facebook.com/SuperstitionHD/events/
https://www.superstitionhog.com/calendar
https://www.superstitionhog.com/calendar
https://www.superstitionhog.com/calendar
https://www.superstitionhog.com/calendar
https://www.superstitionhog.com/calendar
https://www.superstitionhog.com/calendar
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https://www.superstitionhog.com/calendar
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mailto:miterangers%40msn.com?subject=from%20an%20AZ%20Rider%20Motorcycle%20News%20reader
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12/16 {Sat} A Very Hassy Christmas Concert 
to add some rockin' Blues to this Christmas 
Season. From 11a-5pm at Gambel Field, 
2511 S. 331st Ave, Tonopah. Music by Den-
nis Jones Band, The Black Hole, and Cisma 
Elegida. There will be band merchandise & 
craft vendors on site for Xmas shopping. Ear-
ly bird tix $15-$20. At gate $25. https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/a-very-hassy-christmas-
concert-tickets-747825595487 ; FMI: https://
hassymusic.com/contact/

2024 
Jan 27 {Sat} 9th annual Ride for the Salt 
River Wild Horses. Sponsors include Su-
perstition Harley-Davidson & Law Tigers. 
Sign-in 9-11am @ American Legion Post 
58 in Ftn Hills. End Party at SHD 11a-3pm. 
FMI: ride4srwh@gmail.com 

2/17 {Sat} Down-n-Durdy fundraiser poker 
run “Drew’s Ride”. Details TBA. FMI: https://
down-n-durdy.org/events/ ; cnoll1234@
gmail.com 

March 22-23 {Fr-Sat} 13th Annual AZ Rock-
abilly Bash. Lake Pleasant, Peoria. https://
azrockabillybash.com/  

April 3–7, 2024 AZ Bike Week #27 at West-
World in Scottsdale. Saturday night includes 
Godsmack. FMI: https://azbikeweek.com/  

5/4 {Sat} IFRD 2024 

6/20-23 Too Broke For Sturgis hosted by 
ABATE-AZ. Details TBA. FMI: http://too-
brokeforsturgis.com/ 

continued 
from page  15 online, click title above for more calendar entries and event detailsBold print indicates an 

Advertiser's event & live link if available

Run Calendar
11/12 {Sun} VetFest ‘23 hosted by VNV/
LVMC’s B Chapter in Tucson at Fraternal Or-
der of Eagles Post 180 {phn 520-624-2461}, 
located at 1530 N Stone. Noon-6pm. All do-
nations go to Fisher House of Tucson.  

11/18 {Sat} NW Tucson Moose Lodge Toy 
Run. Sign-in 9am at NW Moose Lodge
2660 W Ruthrauff Rd, Tucson, AZ.
Tickets: $30 or $25/ with new toy. Ride ends 
at Rillito Park Race Track 4502 N 1st Ave, 
Tucson AZ. Music by Slim Jim Phantom Trio 
& guests.FMI: 520-312-7752, 
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
events/792794242845718/   

11/18   Loners MC North Valley Chapter 17th 
“Old School Bike Show” at the Road Runner 
Saloon, 47801 N Black Canyon Hwy, New 
River. Starts @ noon. FMI: ?

The Freedom to Assemble is a 
RIGHT, not a ‘privilege’

Celebrating 24+ years of 
continuous publishing & 19 years online

Get Your Message Heard!

Budget-Friendly Rates

Bringing News, Entertainment, & Resources 
to AriZona’s Biker Community

Support Your Local 
Biker Publication! 

  

Shop Our Advertisers AND

Let Them Know You Saw 
Them in AriZona Rider

M O T O R C Y C L E  N E W S

AZRIDER

Since 1999

12/2 {Sat} Troll’s Teddy Bear 
Run. 9a~4p. Starts & ends at 
Superstition Harley Davidson, 
2910 W. Apache Trail Apache 
Junction, 85120. Sign-in 9 
-10:30a. $10/pp plus a "new" 
Teddy Bear each enters you 
into Poker Run.  Raffles - Door 
Prizes - 50/50 and Merch will be 
available. Biker Breakfast Buf-
fet will be available at Wahoo's 
(the 1st stop). FMI: troll@troll-
steddybearrun.com  

12/2   Loners MC 43rd annual 
Toy Run. Gather at Bullion Plaza 
Museum – 150 N Plaza Circle, 
Miami, AZ. KSU Noon. FMI:? 

12/9 {Sat} Run to the Guns 
10th Anniversary Ride. Ride 
starts & ends at American Le-
gion Post 2, 2125 S Industrial 
Park Ave, Tempe, AZ 85282. 
Sign-in 8-1030a. $20/pp. B’fast 
available. FMI: https://runto-
theguns.org/

12/9 Red Iron MC Christmas Toy 
Run at Buddy’s Bar {520-456-
1511} in Whetstone, 119 AZ-82, 
Huachuca City, AZ. Live Music 
by Night Life from 2-6pm. 

12/10 {Sun} Lost Dutchman MC 
annual Angel Tree Run. All Chap-
ters & Friends will meet at LDMC  
Mesa Clubhouse, 1826 W Broad-
way Ste #42, Mesa. FMI: billetld-
mc@gmail.com 

Follow this Link to Submit Calendar postings. 
Select your date & follow the prompts to Add a new Event 
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