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Plans for hovercraft service from Niagara still afloat, promoter says

Richard Hutton But the man behind the
Local Journalism Initiative ~ project says that doesn’t

that time, was the result
of governing bodies on

St. Catharines and Toronto
in the fall of 2022.

“There’s a series of
announcements coming,”’

“I can’t say very much:
there is a (non-disclosure

The Lake Report mean work hasn’t been Chris Morgan told The Lake ~ agreement),” Morgan said. But, in March 2023, both sides of Lake Ontario
going on behind the scenes  Report, adding that more The Niagara-on-the-Lake = Morgan said plans had wanting to “ensure full
A lot of time has passed to make the proposed will be unveiled next month.  resident founded Hoverlink  been delayed by a year compliance is met on every

He said he’d like to be able ~ Ontario Inc. and first
to share more details but he’s  revealed plans to launch a
not able to do so yet. hovercraft service between

but that the service was level.”
coming soon.
The delay, he said at

since there has been any news  hovercraft service between
on the progress of Hoverlink St. Catharines and Toronto
— more than a year, in fact. a reality.

NOTL

vineyards
survive
bitter frost

Continued on Page 4

One man’s journey with ALLS

From healthy to long-term care in months, Peter Earle is closing up shop. And life

Richard Harley | The Lake Report

Jill Troyer
The Lake Report
eter Earle is preparing to
NOTL vineyards dodged die on June 4.

extensive damage from the

dangerous intersection of Lake men’s shop owner

early bud break and April has amyotrophic lateral

frost. sclerosis, or ALS, which
T.S. Eliot wrote “April is has robbed him of his ability to speak,

the cruellest month,” and his mobility and soon his life.

farmers often feel its sting. As the disease progresses, it is forc-

April ushers in the prom- ing him to close his popular Queen

ise of new growth, and the Street retail store, Halley’s Fashion for

threat of killing frost. Men, and prompted him to move into
Vineyards in NOTL are Upper Canada Lodge so he can have

The Niagara-on-the-

ahead of schedule because
of some warm days in April,
which making them vulner-
able to a spring frost, which
descended with a vengeance
last week.

For two nights, tempera-
tures dropped low enough
to flirt with disaster, as the
tender buds had just started

the help and care he needs.

ALS is insidious and takes a physical
toll, but it hasn’t affected Earle’s intel-
lect or awareness as he keeps up on the
news and oversees the dissolution of his
business, including a second store he
opened in Kingston in 2017.

Make no mistake, his brain is work-
ing at full speed.

Now, almost completely paralyzed,

to push open.

“They were really cold
nights,” said Matthias Op-
penlaender, a local grape
grower, and Chair of the
Grape Growers of Ontario,
adding, “it was a little scary
that night.”

he has no use of his hands. His speech
has gotten progressively worse and it is
difficult to understand him.

He has limited speech assistance,
which helped him communicate during
one of the two interviews for this story.

Earle relies on a wheelchair and inno-

Peter Earle was diagnosed with ALS in April 2023. The disease progressed quickly and by
November he was living in long-term care at Upper Canada Lodge. Now he is closing his Queen

Continued on Page 8 Street menswear store and making plans to end his life on his own terms. RICHARD HARLEY

Continued on Page 20

Controversial King St. condo approved by land tribunal

Evan Loree project originally proposed In his decision report town’s satisfaction. While Niagara-on-the-
The Lake Report by Josh Bice of Butler’s Gar-  dated April 26, tribunal The property will be Lake staff recommended the
den Development Inc., has member Kurtis Andrews rezoned to permit the jump build be permitted subject to
The Ontario Land Tribu- been greenlit by Ontario’s ordered that the town grant in density, to exempt it from  a stormwater management

nal has approved a contro- arbitrator of land disputes Bice’s appeal to rezone the

versial condo planned at the  after the owner appealed the  land on the condition that

end of King Street. project for a non-decision a stormwater management
The 17-unit, three-storey late October 2023. plan be prepared to the

rear and front yard setback plan, council refused Bice’s
standards, and to remove re-  requests in January.
quirements for a children’s
play area.

Continued on Page 7 The proposed condo.
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Emergency access to Rand Estate sparks questions

Evan Loree
The Lake Report

There is no “plan B” to
Solmar’s emergency access
point for the Rand Estate
subdivision, says one expert.

Transportation consultant
Stewart Elkins testified at
the Ontario Land Tribu-
nal Tuesday morning, the
latest in a lengthy series
of hearings that will shape
the future use of the back
half of the Rand Estate in
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Under cross-examination
from town lawyer Nancy
Smith, Elkins, spoke in
favour of the 196-unit subdi-
vision proposed by Solmar
Development Corp., but
admitted he had “no plan B”
should the proposed emer-
gency access from Charlotte
Street be unworkable.

The proposed access
would require the removal
of two historic stone wall
pillars and a nearly 50-year-
old chestnut tree.

There are additional trees
of various ages near the ac-
cess point, the oldest being
250 years old, Elkins said in
his traffic impact assess-
ment.

If the chestnut tree stays

202 - 10 DALHOUSIE AVENUE
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The Transportation Asso-
ciation of Canada requires
driveways and intersections
be 15 metres apart, ac-
cording to the testimony of
expert witness David Argue,
who’s testifying on behalf
of the McArthurs.

Elkins said the 15-metre
spacing requirement is ap-
plicable to major intersec-
tions and the one proposed
by Solmar does not meet
that definition.

He also said Niagara-on-
the-Lake sets lower spacing

Debates continued over the Rand Estate at the Ontario Land Tribunal on Tuesday, with a
focus on emergency access to the proposed 196-unit subdivision. FILE

and a large emergency
vehicle needs to access the
subdivision, “You’d have
a problem, wouldn’t you?”
Smith said.
Elkins said if the tree is
preserved, a large ve-
hicle would need to make
a multi-point turn to get
through the Charlotte Street
entrance — if the town’s
fire chief approves the idea.
Solmar lawyer Mark
Flowers asked if an alterna-
tive route could be built for
emergency responders if

$2,299,000

MLS 40575095 - Weston Miller

566 LANSDOWNE AVENUE
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MLS 40569458 - Thomas Elltoft
and Kim Elltoft
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905-941-4585

the entrance at Charlotte is
insufficient.

Elkins agreed emergency
responders could use the
main road entrance.

“There are municipalities
that will allow single access
to support a development
that would function as both
a primary access and an
emergency access,” he said.

The proposed emergency
road, located where the Up-
per Canada Heritage Trail
intersects with Charlotte
Street, was not the only

"1 SHAKESPEARE AVENUE
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MLS 40574449 - Christopher Bowron
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109 Queen Street 905-468-3205

bone of contention for the
lawyers.

The main roadway
proposed by Solmar would
run through the historic
panhandle of the estate,
through an existing en-
trance in the estate wall and
opening onto John Street
East.

The entrance is at 200
John St., some 8.6 metres
from the driveway of Blair
and Brenda McArthur,
who live next to the Rand

property.

NEW LISTI NG

"280 NIAGARA BOU

$1,449,000
MLS 40579518 - Thomas Elltoft

requirements for intersec-
tions outside the urban
boundary.

And he shared a few ex-
amples of driveways in Old
Town that have not been
built to the same 15-metre
standard.

When David Neligan,

a lawyer representing the
McArthurs, questioned
whether those are the
standards to be striving for,
Elkins said he was trying to
show “that examples of less-
than-ideal exist.”

He also said his research
showed cars turning left
into the development
would not be lining up long
enough to block the Mcar-
thurs’ driveway.

LEVARD

and Viviane Elltoft
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But large vehicles turn-
ing right out of the pro-
posed subdivision access
at John Street East might
have to turn wide into the
oncoming lane, according
to Elkins.

During Neligan’s cross-
examination, he said that
was “not optimal.”

“But it’s a balance when
you’re looking at the de-
sign,” he said, as they were
attempting to increase the
distance from the McAr-
thurs’ driveway and slow
vehicles as they round the
corner getting in and out of
the Rand property.

“The frequency of the
trucks is very low, relatively
speaking. And the vol-
umes on John Street would
suggest that there are lots
of gaps in the traffic that
would allow this to occur,”’
Elkins said.

Neligan asked if a
Ford F-250, or like-sized
vehicle, could make the
turn out of the subdivi-
sion without entering the
oncoming lane.

“Likely not,” Elkins said.

He said large vehicles like
these would infrequently
use the intersection.

The hearing continues.

2 MILLPOND ROAD
$2,150,000

MLS 40525314 - Thomas Elltoft
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The Lake Report partners with
investigative news site 1'he Pointer

Staff
The Lake Report

The Lake Report and its
news website NiagaraNow.
com have teamed up with
an investigative journalism
publication to give readers
access to even more news
and information about
regional politics and public
affairs.

ThePointer.com, which
specializes in long-form, de-
tailed, investigative journal-
ism, expanded into Niagara
earlier this year.

THE POINTER

The website, led by
longtime journalist Joel
Wittnebel, The Pointer’s
editor-in-chief, is dedicated
to civic accountability.

Moving forward, readers
will be able to access reports
by The Pointer via links
posted on NiagaraNow.com.

In addition to Niagara,
The Pointer covers news
and politics in Mississauga,
Brampton and Caledon.

The Pointer is focused on
evidenced-based journalism
and specializes in investiga-
tions, features and data-
driven content.

As part of its mission,
The Pointer “believes that
serious accountability
journalism is fundamental
to democracy at the local
level,” Wittnebel says.

That’s one reason The
Pointer decided to include

Niagara in its investigative
repertoire and partner with
The Lake Report.

Check out ThePointer.
com/niagara now for
reports by Dean Iorfida on
NOTL council development
proposals, a new move to
hike councillors’ salaries
and an in-depth look at
how Niagara Falls council
has rejected an entreat by
Ontario’s ombudsman and
retained an “exorbitant”
$500 fee for residents who
want to file a complaint
about councillors’ conduct.

NOTL *falling behind” on infrastructure

Richard Hutton

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Wendy Cheropita says she
didn’t like what she saw in
a staff report about the state
of Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
infrastructure and asset
management plan for roads.

“I found this very trou-
bling,” the councillor said.
“Job number one for us is to
make sure we have safe and

all, municipalities across
North America, not just
Ontario or Canada, are
struggling with sufficient
investment in road infra-
structure,” he said.

Coun. Erwin Weins,
meanwhile, said the report
shouldn’t have come as a
surprise.

“We have known about
this,” he said. “We did,
in the last council, get a

Bring this ad in for
10% off lunch on any
Monday, Tuesday or

Wednesday in May!
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workshop saying we’re
falling behind $1 million a
year. We’ve heard it in the
news for years that we're

When she heard that the town is way behind on
infrastructure improvements, Coun. Wendy Cheropita
commented, “Job number one for us is to make sure we
have safe and well-preserved infrastructure.”

well-preserved infrastructure.”
The report — discussed
at the April 16 committee-

For appointment call 289-868-9212.

of-the-whole meeting —
states it would cost the town
$426.5 million, or $8.5
million annually over the
next 50 years, to replace

the town’s road system.
bringing it up to current
standards.

That price tag does not
take into account upgrad-
ing other elements such
as culverts, sidewalks and
street lights.

Currently, the town
receives $1.7 million of fund-
ing from various sources,
including the capital levy, the
federal government’s gas tax
fund and the Ontario Com-
munity Infrastructure Fund.

The report revealed the
results of a study, conducted
by 4 Roads Management
Services, examining the
state of the town’s infra-
structure and asset manage-
ment plan.

Such studies are usually
conducted on behalf of the
town every five years.

Cheropita requested

clarification on some
numbers the report laid

out. For example, 4 Roads
noted the town would need
to spend $2.74 million for
what it called “short-term
sustainability” (short-term
meaning 10 years) for town
roads and an additional $8.5
million.

“Does this mean we actu-
ally have a shortfall of $2.7
million and we have to go
up to $8.5 million?”

Interim chief administra-
tive officer Bruce Zvaniga,
in the absence of director of
operations Darren McKen-
zie, said he couldn’t answer.

“I think it’s critical that
you understand these
numbers and I'm afraid — 1
don’t want to answer ques-
tions on the fly.”

Cheropita expressed some
frustration.

“I wish this report had
come through before we ap-
proved this year’s budget,”
she said.

Committee chair Coun.
Garry Burroughs agreed,
and said, “It would have
been nice to have had the
author of this document
presented here before us
and to answer all of these
questions.”

Coun. Sandra O’Connor,
meanwhile, wondered what
kind of capacity for managing
infrastructure the town has.

“For instance, if that
number is $8 million and
we gave $8 million (in the
budget), would we really
be able to do $8 million
worth of projects in a
year?” she asked.

She added that she knows
NOTL is not alone in trying
to fund infrastructure for
the future.

“My understanding is that
all municipalities are in the
same situation regarding
this funding gap to support
infrastructure,” she said.

Zvaniga agreed.

“It’s true that many, if not

over-leveraging our chil-
dren’s future today for many
things.

“This should be keeping
everybody up at night: $1.7
million a year. We're falling
behind,” he said.

The bad news will keep
coming, he added.

“After talking to engi-
neering, they’re telling me
another report is coming up
on bridges and culverts,”
Wiens said. “And guess
what? We’re not up to that
either and so that’s going
to be more money we’re
behind.”

Municipalities have taken
on more of the burden for
infrastructure with less
money coming from the
province through the
Ontario Municipal Partner-
ship Fund, said Lord Mayor
Gary Zalepa.

“It’s on a declining bal-
ance every year,” he said.
“Every year it’s reducing.
That’s really downloading
at its best.”

Proud to support
local news!
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SPIRIT IN NIAGARA
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Don Mitchell, the new chair of Newark Neighbours, accepted a cheque from Dr. Marianne Hopkins and Associates on
Wednesday. Hopkins raised $8,000 from the sale of eclipse glasses and topped it up to $15,000 herself. JULIA SACCO

Optometrist raises $15K for food bank

fundraiser once a year,”
Hopkins told The Lake
Report and this year mon-
ey was raised for Newark
Neighbours.

“Everything goes toward
the food bank,” said Don

tion’s new chair.

Newark Neighbours
extended its thanks to Dr.
Hopkins and Associates,
adding that the agency is
always in need of more
food donations.

bours — and has since
topped it up to $15,000.

Hopkins gave out 2,000
pairs of solar eclipse
glasses at her office in
exchange for a charitable
donation.

Julia Sacco
The Lake Report

Dr. Marianne Hopkins
raised around $8,000 in
donations prior to the total
solar eclipse on April 8 in
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GARAGE SALE

Saturday, May 1st (Sunday rain day)
Opens at 10 a.m.

15570 Niagara River Parkway.

BARN SALE

Antiques, collectibles and more.
May 11,9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

130 Niven Rd. at the white barn

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

support of Newark Neigh-

“I normally try to do a

Mitchell, the organiza-

juliasacco@niagaranow.com

‘Series of announcements’ to come
starting in May: Hoverlink founder

Continued from Front Page

The hovercraft service is
being touted as an option
for commuters living in
Niagara and working in
Toronto.

The drive from St.
Catharines to Toronto
might take upward of two
hours depending on traffic
— about the same time
needed to take the GO
train from Niagara Falls to
Toronto.

But the company says
riding the hovercraft will
cut travel time between the
two cities to 30 minutes.

The proposed route
would run between Port
Weller in St. Catharines
and Ontario Place in
Toronto.

Previously, Morgan said
the service wouldn’t be so
much competing with other
travel choices as it would
be offering “a Golden
Horseshoe rapid transit
option” to people who don’t
want to sit in their car for
hours and want to reduce
their carbon footprint.

Chris Morgan, CEO of Hoverlink Ont Inc., says the proposed hovercraft service between
Niagara and Toronto is still a go, it just faced some hurdles. FILE

The service would cost
customers about $50 to
$60 round-trip and each
hovercraft is expected to
hold about 180 people.
Electric shuttle bus service
to ports on each side of the
lake are included in the
ticket price.

According to its website,
Hoverlink expects to serve

upward of three million
customers a year and could
keep as many as 8,000
vehicles off of the QEW.

It is not the first time an
attempt has been made to
offer a water-borne way
to travel between Niagara
and Toronto. In the 1990s,
a hydrofoil service was
offered between NOTL and

estate winery

konzelmann MW/ SPRING SIPS

Enjoy a seasonal wine flight including a Hibiscus Rosé cocktail paired
with your very own Floral themed Pairing Board. ONLY $40/PERSON

Visit konzelmann.ca for details.

Toronto.

In 2017, another
hovercraft venture, the
Lake Ontario Express, was
proposed. A website for
that venture is still online
but has not been updated in
several years.

More information on
Hoverlink can be found at
hoverlinkontario.com.
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Speed cameras doing their jobs: Region

Richard Hutton

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Lead-footed drivers
appear to be getting the
message and slowing down
after Niagara Region initi-
ated its automated speed
enforcement program last
September.

The program, part of the
region’s Vision Zero road
safety strategy, involves four
cameras being deployed in
different municipalities.

The cameras have been
rotating to different loca-
tions throughout the region,
located in the region’s 13
community safety zones,
usually located near schools.

In Niagara-on-the-Lake,

a speed camera is currently
active on York Road near St.
Davids Public School.

Earlier this year, a camera
was in service on Niagara
Stone Road in front of
Crossroads Public School.

In a report to the region’s
public works committee
outlining the results of the
speed camera program,
preliminary data showed
the presence of the cam-
eras have had an effect on
driver speed.

The program is respon-
sible for an average seven
kilometres an hour speed
reduction (13 per cent) and
a corresponding reduction
of speeding violations from
181 in September (when the
program began) to just 60
in December, a decrease of
67 per cent.

Speed camera on York Road.

At the Niagara Stone
Road location, the drop in
speed exceeded the average
— dropping 11 km/h to 46
from 57 during the time the
camera was active.

That change impressed
Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa.

“It’s a pretty good indica-
tion the program is work-
ing and speeds are being
affected,” he said.

And even when drivers
have been caught speeding
and issued a ticket, he said
he expects the presence of
cameras will bring about
lasting change in driver
behaviour.

“If I got a ticket, I'd be
much more aware and focus
on not getting another one,”
he said.

That’s something the re-
port bears out. It states that
the reduced speeds contin-
ued even after a camera was
moved to another location.

“Even moderate changes
in speed can make a huge
difference in safety when
it comes to vulnerable road
users,” said Frank Tassone,
the region’s director of
transportation, the depart-
ment overseeing the Vision
Zero initiative.

Lowering driver speed
is “a key factor” in work-
ing toward reducing, and
eventually eliminating, seri-
ous injuries and deaths on
regional roads, he said.

While the region has
painted a positive picture
of its road safety strategy,
drivers who were ticketed
have shown to be frustrated,
with many telling The Lake
Report just how they felt
back in March.

One driver complained of
receiving a ticket for going
51 km/h on Niagara Stone
Road despite Crossroads be-
ing closed for a professional
activity day while another
thought a $257.50 fine re-
ceived for driving 67 km/h
in the 40 km/h zone was
“disproportionately high.”

Encouraged by the
early results, however, the
region plans to expand the
program with the addition
of four more cameras being
added each year in 2024
and 2025.

Additionally, cameras will
be added to 12 more of the
region’s community safety
zones, bringing the total to
25.

The program will expand
to municipally owned roads
starting in either mid-2025
or early 2026.

Expansion will come at
a cost, however. The initial
four cameras will cost
$114,948 annually for the
next five years while adding
four cameras next year will
add $133,152 annually for
54 months.

The final cameras added
in 2026 will result in a cost
of $145,433 annually for 42
months.

The costs associated with
the and its expansion will
be off-set by fines collected
through the program, the
region states.

In the event fines exceed
costs of the program, funds
will be invested in other
road safety measures that
are a part of Vision Zero.

So, how does automated
speed enforcement work?

Speed cameras capture a
digital image and record the
speed of drivers in commu-
nity safety zones.

This information is
provided to a municipally-
run joint processing centre
where provincial offence
officers confirm a speed-
ing violation has occurred
and issue tickets to those
in violation of the posted
speed limit.

Niagara provincial of-
fences court is responsible
for managing those charges
including prosecution of
disputed charges and collec-
tion of fines.

Regional chair Jim Brad-
ley said he was encouraged
by the “promising” results
of the program.

“As councillors, far too
often we hear concerns
from constituents about
drivers speeding through
communities across the
region,” he said, adding that
the early results provide the
region with the “confidence”
to expand the program.

NOTL home builder teams up with Habitat for Humanity

Richard Hutton

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

For Domenic Dilalla, it
was an opportunity to give
back to the community by
doing what his Niagara-on-
the-Lake business has done
for more than three decades
— build homes.

DiLalla, founder and pres-
ident of Centennial Homes,
committed his construc-
tion company to build four
new townhomes in Thorold
for Habitat for Humanity
Niagara.

“As a locally owned, fam-
ily business, it brings both
myself and my staff great
joy to be able to give back

RENOVATIONS.

to the community that has
helped us grow,” DiLalla
said at a ground-breaking
ceremony to kick off the
build.

“Together, we are not just
building houses,” he said.
“We are building hope, sta-
bility, and brighter futures
for our community.”

Habitat for Humanity
Niagara CEO Mark Carl
said the group had never
received such a gift in its
history.

“This is a significant con-
tribution to Habitat Niagara
and the community as a
whole, because this gener-
ous gift allows Habitat Ni-
agara to build more afford-
able housing to help Niagara

families,” said Carl.

“By building these four
townhomes, Centennial
Homes and their team of
sub trades will make a posi-
tive impact on the lives of
local families who will soon
call these homes their own,”
he added.

DiLalla, meanwhile, said
he and his staff at Cen-
tennial — named as the
Niagara Home Builders As-
sociation’s Company of the
Year in 2023 — are looking
forward to seeing the results
of the partnership with
Habitat.

He said the company’s
collaboration with the non-
profit organization is part of
its commitment to “making

Springis in the air.

Are you looking to refresh your home?
We can help. Call or visit us at 1905 Lakeshore Rd, NOTL.

INTERIOR DESIGN.

NEW HOMES.

a meaningful impact” and
it’s excited for “the positive
transformations” the homes
they’re building in Thorold
will bring to the families that
move in and the community.
Habitat for Humanity
Niagara does not give away
homes for free. Quali-
fied families selected for
Habitat’s homeownership
program partner with the
agency by completing 500
volunteer hours and paying
an affordable mortgage.
The mortgage payments
are deposited into a “fund
for humanity,” allowing
Habitat Niagara the oppor-
tunity to build more homes
and serve more families in
the Niagara region.

LOCALLY OWNED.

€
HOBNOB

Lunch & Dinner

12:00 — 4:00 p.m. and
5:00 — 9:00 p.m.
905-468-4588

Memorable Mother's
Day Dining

Sunday, May 12, 2024

RESERVE YOUR TABLE TODAY

Menus available online. Reservations required.

niagarasfinest.com | Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

GRILL

Brunch
11:30 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

905-468-5715

‘ LANDSCAPING

BOOK NOW

For SPRING cleanups, gardens & lawn care

Call us now to make plans
for spring and summer!

www.treeamigoslandscaping.com

905-468-9557 | info@treeamigos.ca

INC.

fresh daily
* OPEN -

Monday - Saturday
10am-6pm
Sunday l1lam-3pm

Thwaites Farms
1984 Townline Rd./Firelane 11,
Miagara-on-the-Lake

LOCALLY GROWN ASPARAGUS

BUILD GROUP INC.

905.892.0123
KarismaHomes.com
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SHAW

-

NIUSIC, WIT, RONIANCE AND LAUGHTER - ALL IN OUR NIAGICAL NIIRROR TENT.

THE SHAW VARIETY SHOW
MAY 17 - OCT 6

Harkening back to the days of the original late-night talk show,
enjoy an evening jam-packed with bits and banter, lively songs,
random trivia and mind-blowing magic tricks!

THE ROLL OF SHAW
MAY 30 - SEPT 28

Take an impromptu romp with Bernard Shaw's most famous
characters! Come be a part of a one-of-a-kind show where
every night you help decide the ending.

KABARETT

JUNE 14 - OCT 12

A night in Berlin - music from the Weimar Era.
COTTON CLUB

JULY 17 - OCT 11

A night in Harlem - sizzling numbers from New York's
hottest nights.

(TICKETS FROM $35]

CONCERTS AND EVENTS

FATHER’S DAY PLOUGHNIAN’S LUNCH
JUNE 16 | $85 PER PERSON | $10 WORKSHOP
Ticket to One Man, Two Guvnors extra

Celebrate Dad with a pint and a hearty ploughman's lunch
on Father's Day, in the spectacular Spiegeltent. Add on the
workshop to make a boutonniere to wear during lunch, and
enjoy One Man, Two Guvnors as a family.

FOOTLIGHTS
JULY 6, AUG 3 & 24, SEPT 21 & 27, OCT 5 | TICKETS $30

Shaw Ensemble sing the songs from the Golden Age of
Broadway.

REINIAGINING CLASSICS
JULY 7 | TICKETS $35

Join director Philip Akin and University of Toronto Professor of
Dramatic Arts, Dr Lawrence Switzky as they explore the plays
in our 2024 Season. Thought-provoking analysis of The House
That Will Not Stand and others.

PLUS!

The return of
Gospel Choir, Coffee
Concerts, What's in
your Songbook and
Pop-up Patio.

BUY YOUR
TICKETS
TODAY!

SHAWFEST.CONI | 1-800-511-SHAW
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Two trees get axed at town meeting

Evan Loree
The Lake Report

Council had the same
conversation twice Tuesday
night.

Two residents brought
similar requests to Niagara-
on-the-Lake councillors:
to allow them to cut down
trees on their private prop-
erty, after town staff refused
to grant them tree cutting
permits.

After the two homeown-
ers pled their cases, council
agreed to the permits.

The town regulates the
types of trees people can
cut down on their property,
thanks to a bylaw passed
in 2019 under the previous
council.

Council gave permissions
to cut down mature trees on
private property to Princess
Street resident Adriana Del
Vasto and to Chris Pratt,
who lives on Nassau Street,
after each argued the cut-
tings should be allowed.

Pratt will be removing
a “messy” honey locust,
which has become a pain to
maintain in his old age, he
said.

The tree produces an
“ungodly” amount of seeds
each year, he said, and
cleaning them up is time-
consuming.

Pratt owns a private pool
and said he loses about half
the swimming season each
year due to tree seeds fall-
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Chris Pratt plans to cut down this healthy honey locust on
his property after being granted permission. SOURCED

ing into his water.

Del Vasto asked permis-
sion to remove a large
black walnut tree from her
property on Princess Street,
which she says is begin-
ning to cause cracks in her
foundation.

The tree roots are impact-
ing a 90-year-old limestone
wall, also on the property.

Coun. Sandra O’Connor
voted in the minority twice,
wanting to keep the trees
standing.

She raised concerns
about the town’s low tree
coverage, and said the town
should make an effort to
protect native trees like the
black walnut.

“Every tree counts,” she
said.

A report from the Niagara

Region, published February
this year, details an assess-
ment of the region’s tree and
forest canopy, which states
for each municipality what
percentage of its land area
is covered by both individ-
ual trees or larger forested
areas.

Niagara-on-the-Lake has
the lowest reported tree and
forest canopy percentage
of all the region’s munici-
palities, according to this
report, at 18 per cent. The
regional average is 25.4 per
cent.

When O’Connor cited this
statistic during a discus-
sion about the tree bylaw
on Feb. 13, Coun. Erwin
Wiens said this low number
is partly due to a surplus of
farm land across town. The

report states that 49.5 per
cent of NOTL’s land area is
soil and bareland.

During Tuesday’s discus-
sions, O’Connor was not
satisfied when her peers
added a condition to each
permit requiring the resi-
dents plant news trees in the
place of the ones being cut
down.

A one-to-one replacement
“circumvents” the intention
of the municipal bylaw, she
said.

In both cases, bylaw
enforcement officer Devin
Durocher said the trees
in question were in good
health and posed no risk to
the structural integrity of
the nearby houses.

The town arborist re-
ported no foundation cracks
during his inspection of it,
he said.

Wiens said he was against
the town’s tree bylaw and
had been since the start.

“We gotta stop worrying
about the process and start
planting trees,” he said.

In the past, Wiens has
said the town’s tree policy
unfairly penalizes residents
for a failure of town policy.

Coun. Gary Burroughs
appeared to sit on the fence
for part of the discus-
sion, first saying the town
implemented it’s tree bylaw
with care under the previous
council, only to say, “I'm
not sure we’ve ever saved
one tree with our bylaw.”

Neighbours had petitioned against build

Continued from Front Page

Andrews characterized
the town’s objections as
“generally concentrated on
compatibility concerns,”
like height, built form,
density and character.

“The town argues that the
proposed development, be-
ing a three-storey, 17-unit
apartment building, does
not ‘fit’ within the sur-
rounding established low-
density neighbourhood,” he
said.

Consultants from Niagara
Planning Group, which is
handling Bice’s application,
have argued the project
supports provincial policy
goals to build more hous-
ing.

All parties agreed the
build would help provide
a range of housing options
in Niagara-on-the-Lake,
Andrews said.

And so the whole matter
came down to whether it
was “sufficiently compat-
ible with the surrounding
neighbourhood,” he said.

a

A controversial three-storey condominium proposed on
King Street has been approved, despite loud opposition.

The town hired planner
Mark Dorfman to defend
its position at the hearings
in February.

He argued the proposed
condominium was incom-
patible with the mostly
lowrise neighbourhood.

In his decision report,
Andrews said the tribunal
rejected his argument,
siding with NPG planner
Aaron Butler who testified
the building, while different
from its surroundings, was
still compatible.

Town planner Aimee
Alderman argued the same
and both called Dorfman’s

definition of compatible too
narrow, Andrews said in
his report.

The building is only made
possible because the town
committee of adjustment
allowed Bice to consolidate
the land from three lots into
one at a meeting in October
2022.

“They (the town) suggest-
ed that the pieced-together
lot was amalgamated by the
applicant covertly and delib-
erately without disclosing its
eventual planned purpose,’
Andrews said.

“The tribunal finds that
the applicant clearly went

through the proper process-
es,” he added.

Andrews said the history
of the lot formation was
irrelevant and the tribu-
nal was not in a place to
retroactively adjudicate on
the merits of the boundary
adjustment.

Residents Patrick Gedge,
Endre Mecs and Jason
Quesnelle, who live near the
lot on King Street, all at-
tempted to submit evidence
but it was rejected as Bice’s
lawyers argued they were
not given time to cross-
examine the evidence.

Andrews also said partici-
pants like the three residents
could not give evidence and
asked they condense their
comments to a five-page
submission.

He said he considered the
residents’ statements but he
made no further reference to
them in his decision.

Bottom line: His report
concluded that the proposed
condo was sufficiently com-
patible with the surrounding
neighbourhood.

Don't let
visual

difficulties
hinder your ) 7

e e
child’s @104 18
Struggling with reading can indicate visual skill
deficits in children, not just learning disorders. Vision
therapy targets the development of crucial visual
skills, such as eye tracking and focusing, that are

essential for effective learning and reading. Don't let
visual difficulties hinder your child’s potential.

DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES
OPTOMETRY
Sight for Life

NOTL: 905-468-8002 | 358 Mary St.
St. Catharines: 905-682-9119 | 8 Secord Dr.
www.theeyedoc.ca

L
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LIVE MUSIC FRIDAYS
IN THE CLUBROOM

Owen Rizzo

Friday, May 3rd

6 P.M.- 9 P.M.

ALL WELCOME- FOOD AND CASH BAR

Legion

BRANCH 124
MAGARA OW THE LAKE

May 10: Buzz Hummer
May 17: Martin Murray
May 24: John Claus

s FISH FRY EVERY THURSDAY

IFT

Personal & Group Training

ERCI R

" 410 King St NOTL | 905 468 23

Personal training specializing in pain-free

movement so you can build strength, /

confidence, and improve energy.
Move Better. Feel Better. Live Better.
© helloadanielleleppfitness.com

www.danielleleppfitness.com
adanielleleppfitness

BILLYBUSH /| YARD RESCUE
Local Area Certified Gardener / Greens Keeper

- "
\\. . : / Call or text
Wl 289.969.1527

= Spring Yard Clean Ups

= Superior Trimming and Pruning

= Small Tree and Shrub Removal

Let us handle all of your
denture and hearing needs!

Cassandra Catena DD, HIS
4-224 Glenridge Ave, St. Catharines
905-641-1377 | info@catenaclinic.ca

Serving the Niagara Region

We make

house calls!
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Left: Seen in his room at Upper Canada Lodge, Peter Earle uses his iPad with eye-tracking software. Right: Earle at his store, Halley’s Fashion for Men. RICHARD HARLEY

‘I have no communication. And that is no life’

Continued from Front Page

vative eye-tracking technol-
ogy that recognizes his eye
movements, allowing him
to operate a computer in his
room.

With his brain fully aware
and functional, it’s a frus-
trating life.

A man who lived for
social interaction and
communication, Earle
now is mostly restricted to
creating short emails, each
slowly, painstakingly con-
structed as his computer
interprets the blinking of
his eyes.

Through it all, he remains
in high spirits — as high as
they can be — and is still
active in his business, book-
ing advertisements to sell
off his remaining merchan-
dise.

dedesctede

Halley’s Fashion for Men,
which Earle took over 10
years ago, has been around
since 1992.

It is a bona fide retail
landmark in downtown
Niagara-on-the-Lake. And
he loves running it.

If you live in town, you’ve
likely seen him on the
street, around the shop or
perhaps at the Stagecoach
restaurant getting breakfast.

He wasn’t always in
the fashion business. He
changed careers after 30
years as the head of govern-
ment and media relations
at steel giant ArcelorMittal
Dofasco.

With his experience, he’s
media savvy and closely
follows politics.

He accomplished most of
it alone. Married once long
ago, he had no children and
never wed again.

Now 74, he is forced to

come to terms with his
illness, which came on sud-
denly.

In July 2022, Earle knew
something was wrong. He
had symptoms of what he
suspected was a neurologi-
cal disorder.

“I'm pretty intuitive,”
Earle says during an inter-
view in his room at Upper
Canada Lodge.

He saw his family physi-
cian and was immediately
sent to the McMaster Uni-
versity Medical Centre.

He was told his suspicions
were right — he had all
the signs of a neurological
disorder, but doctors weren’t
sure what it was.

By the end of October, he
was advised he might have
ALS.

At that point it was man-
ageable.

He was having issues
with his hands and arms not
co-operating, but he was
still driving to Kingston to
manage his other shop, still
working.

He was officially diag-
nosed with ALS in April
2023.

Even with the diagnosis,
he still felt mostly OK. His
right hand and arm were
weak and he had trouble
controlling them. His body
was starting to betray him.

Through July 2023,
though his symptoms had
progressed mildly, he was
still working, still hav-
ing those breakfasts at the
Stagecoach, where he’d talk
politics with friends.

“I was near normal,” he
says.

That August, he began
only driving locally and
stopped going to Kingston.
Things were looking worse.

On Sept. 1, 2023, he fell

at home and couldn’t get up.
He had lost control of his
arms.

Pulling himself with one
arm, it took him an hour
and a half to crawl to his
front door, where he shout-
ed and shouted until his
neighbour Joe Rose heard
him and came to help.

|
My mind is still
good. But it’s the
right thing to do.
The alternative
is much worse.
Why would I go
on like this and
get nothing but
worse?”

PETER EARLE
ON PLANNING TO END HIS LIFE

His condition deterio-
rated rapidly.

He was admitted to the
St. Catharines hospital on
Sept. 4 and Hotel Dieu
Shaver rehab hospital on
Sept. 20.

On Nov. 2, he moved
into Upper Canada Lodge.

Just like that.

He had left his home in
September — “and I never
went back.”

Aot ect

He says he will take his
life into his own hands
when he loses complete
control of his body. That
is happening quickly and
June 4 is barely a month
away.

In the meantime, friends
have been taking him out
about once a week to the
Shaw Festival just down
the road.

And while he’s in good
spirits despite it all, the

difficulty communicating
can be frustrating.

It’s particularly tough in
social situations.

“I had a very hard time
at a lunch meeting with my
neighbours,” he says.

“Five people in a social
setting, who are not used
to hearing me. It’s very
hard for everyone.”

Sometimes people don’t
know how to interact. Be-
cause his speech is much
slower than normal, they
often start filling in the
blanks for him, or trying
to finish his sentences —
which he finds irritating.

“They do all sorts of
things other than listening
and waiting and clarifying
when they don’t under-
stand.”

Dr. William Brown, a
friend of Peter’s, says he’s
guilty of the same thing.

“I mean, I noticed that
the tendency for most
people who visit him, is it
takes so long to get it out,
that they try to complete
what he’s saying. They
kind of step on him.”

“And I do it, too. But he
really doesn’t like that.
Partly because a lot of us
were guessing wrong.”

As Earle notes, “Ev-
eryone is guilty of that
because we take our com-
munication for granted.”

Brown, a professor of
neurology (who writes a
weekly column for this
newspaper), met Earle by
chance at the community
centre in January 2023.

He noticed Earle on one
of the stationary bikes
and saw that his right arm
was weak. He struck up a
conversation.

They realized Earle’s
ALS specialist was John

Turnbull, a former student
of Brown’s at Western Uni-
versity, who now leads the
ALS clinic at McMaster in
Hamilton.

In those early days, it
was just Peter’s right arm
giving him trouble.

They became friends
and would go out to the
Charles Inn for a drink
about once a week.

“And then that right
arm, it was almost useless
within six months from my
meeting him,” Brown says.

Then it was his left arm
and then his speech began
to decline.

Brown visits him
regularly at Upper Canada
Lodge and admits it’s
tough to watch what Earle
is going through.

“Here’s a guy, now, al-
most completely paralyzed
— functionally completely
paralyzed in his arms —
so he can’t use his iPhone
and can’t write stuff out,”
Brown said.

“And I think he’s found
it very frustrating.”

It’s especially challeng-
ing for someone like Earle,
who is “all there.”

“It’s really frustrating
to tell people what you’re
feeling, what you’re think-
ing about, what’s really
bugging you, what you
want and whether they’re
fed up with you for the
moment, or kind of what-
ever — or they want to go
to the can,” Brown says.

It also can be awkward
for people who try to com-
municate with him.

“What do you say to
somebody that’s in such
bad shape?”

Brown says the technol-
ogy is coming along to help
people like Earle commu-

nicate, but it’s not there yet,
nor is it affordable for the
average person.

But for someone like
Earle, the technology could
literally be a life-saver.

“If reasonable speech
could be restored to Peter,
he would probably want
to continue on. Probably.
That’s what I think. I’ve
never asked him that ques-
tion,” Brown says.

Aefese ot

Knowing the date he will
die is comforting in a way
for Earle.

“My mind is still good,”
he says. “But it’s the right
thing to do. The alternative
is much worse.”

Eventually, as full muscle
control is lost, ALS would
steal his ability to breathe.

“Why would I go on like
this and get nothing but
worse?” he says.

“Really, I have no com-
munication. And that is no
life”

Earle is full of praise for
the medical system, includ-
ing the staff at Hotel Dieu
Shaver and Upper Canada
Lodge, who have helped him
manage his life and cope.

He’s extremely thank-
ful to his staff and his old
friend Warwick Jones, who
have helped him continue to
operate and close down the
business, and to longtime
friend Jim Ryan.

On June 4, Earle will
embark on his final life
journey.

There will be a reception
to celebrate his life on June
12 at the Niagara-on-the-
Lake Golf Club.

If Earle could be there, no
doubt the latest in news and
politics would be a big part
of the conversation.

editor@niagaranow.com
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Losing speech 1s one of the worst effects

DR. BREWN

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

Amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (ALS) is one of
nature’s worst diseases, up
there with the dementias
and some cancers.

For some, cancer has
become a manageable dis-
ease. Not so with ALS.

It destroys motor nerve
cells in the brain and spinal
cord, leading to progres-
sive paralysis in muscles
that underpin posture and
movements of the limbs,
neck and trunk, breathing,
swallowing and speech,
all while leaving the mind
intact.

Unfortunately, with ALS,
like most other degenera-
tive neurological diseases,
drugs do little to slow the
disease and certainly don’t
stop or cure it.

ALS shows up in differ-
ing ways. Sometimes via
weakness begins in a limb,
other times with weakness
holding the head up, dif-
ficulty articulating speech,
trouble swallowing or per-
haps shortness of breath.

Then it spreads to motor
nerve cells in other regions
of the spinal cord, brain-
stem and motor cortex and

to a minor extent, regions
beyond the motor system.

The result is relentless,
progressive and extensive
paralysis. Worst for many
who have ALS is their in-
creasingly laboured speech,
which makes it difficult for
others to understand what
the patient is saying — ef-
forts that sap the energy of
patients and visitors alike.

Sometimes visitors and
medical staff become
baffled and uncertain about
how to help the patient to
speak with more ease and
less frustration, while man-
aging their own uneasiness
and the unfamiliar strain
of trying to make sense of
what ALS patients with
speech problems are say-
ing. It’s tough.

It’s best to let patients
take as long as needed to
make themselves under-
stood while avoiding the
temptation to interrupt
them by verbally stepping
on their efforts to “get to
the point” — because the
real point is to let them get
there on their own without
being hurried.

Patience goes a long way
to making what seems
indecipherable speech,
decipherable. The struggle
is similar to trying to figure
out what someone is saying
in a language with which
you might be passingly
familiar, but not enough to
make sense of what they
are saying to you.

But unlike Google, which
does an admirable job of
translating languages on

tobiidynavox

Peter Earle’s eye-tracking device allows him to work his iPad and construct emails.

the spot, so far there’s no
such option for translat-
ing the slow, laboured and
slurred speech typical of
patients with ALS.

For that conundrum,
there is some progress. Im-
plantable electrodes posi-
tioned over the speech area
of the neocortex coupled
with Al-assisted comput-
ers have been harnessed
to record and make sense
of the patterns of complex
electrical signals generated
by hundreds, even thou-

sands of nerve cells associ-
ated with specific syllables,
words and phrases as
patients speak.

Progress is promising but
slow and the technology is
not ready for patients with
ALS. Studies involve small
numbers of patients, inten-
sive fatiguing training and
technical resources avail-
able only in a few high-tech
centres in the world.

One simpler option
would be to record what
the patient says as they

repeatedly read a prepared
script containing common
useful words and phrase
and analyze them with
self-learning algorithms
for translating the patients’
speech into clear text or
spoken language.

Which brings me to Peter
Earle, who I met 16 months
ago and learned he has
ALS.

Less than two years ago,
the paralysis was confined
to his right arm and hand,
which later spread to the

of ALS

left arm, leaving him un-
able now to use both arms
and hands.

Then last summer Peter
developed the first hint that
his speech was affected.

It has progressed to where
Peter labours with great ef-
fort to make himself under-
stood and others struggle
to understand him, creating
frustration and misunder-
standing for all.

Should his speech decline
much further he would be
“locked in,” with a sharp
mind but unable to make
his thoughts, intentions
and feelings known except
by using an eye-tracking
device to spell out words
and sentences, one letter or
perhaps a word at a time.

Eye-tracking works but is
dreadfully slow and doesn’t
offer the free give-and-take
of social conversation of
which Peter was a master. It
was one of his gifts others
enjoyed about him just a
few months ago.

Despite the escalating
pace of his ALS, Peter
remains who he was when
I first met him: a naturally
warm, engaging man with
a knack for storytelling and
well-honed social sense
and humour, coupled with
incredible resolve despite
huge ongoing and increas-
ing challenges.

Dr. William Brown is
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the
InfoHealth series at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library.
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I understand that buying and selling a home can be
an emotional journey. I've guided many families and
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to ensure everything flows smoothly for you.

Let’s navigate this journey together.
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Richard Harley
Editor-In-Chief

One can only hope that if
we ever develop a disease
like ALS, we handle it as
well as Peter Earle has.

As related on the front
page of this week’s edi-
tion of The Lake Report,
the Niagara-on-the-Lake
resident and owner of the
longstanding Halley’s
Fashion for Men retail store
on Queen Street, has been
living with ALS for a little
more than a year.

It came on suddenly and
took him from driving
between his two store loca-
tions in July 2023, to full-
on, long-term care support
by November.

A social man, he has
decided that as the disease
progresses and he loses his
ability to communicate,
he will end his life, on his
own terms.

His ability to speak is se-
verely restricted, though he
can get out sentences with
immense effort. Thanks to
innovative technology, he
can laboriously construct
short emails using a com-
puter that tracks his eyes.

So, he has decided his
life will end on June 4. It’s
a sad, but also, in a sense,
fortunate situation.

Sad because we’re losing

Critorial
Courage 1n the face of death

Peter Earle plans to end his own life on June 4.

a man too early to a horrible
disease that we still don’t
fully understand or know
how to treat.

But fortunate that we live
in a country where we can
make the decision to end
our lives on our own terms
in untenable situations such
as this.

One has to admire Earle
for making that tough call
and doing so without show-
ing fear or anger.

Though, of course,
there is a degree of anger.
He’s angry at the disease,
frustrated at not being able
to control his body while
his mind functions as well
as ever.

But he smiles. He laughs
— even at bad jokes made
in an attempt to bring some
light to his life.

He continues to wind
down his businesses,
remains cheerful despite it
all and poses for photos for
our story about his life, and
about the end of an era as
his store closes.

Bravery might be the right
word. Along with courage
and fortitude.

He sings the praises of
the people who have helped
him through his illness. Not

just his friends, neighbours

and store staff, but the doc-
tors and support workers
from McMaster, St. Catha-

WEDNESDAYS & THURSDAYS

2 FOR 1 PIZZA PASTA PARM

rines hospital, Hotel Dieu
Shaver and Upper Canada
Lodge.

At a time when it would be
easy to be bitter and resent-
ful, he is trying to see the
positives and spread a mes-
sage of thankfulness and ap-
preciation for what we have
as Canadians, and the good
people we will all eventually
lean on when we are at the
end of our own journeys.

He’s taught us the impor-
tance of caring for people in
our own lives, those might
need extra help and under-
standing. It can be as simple
as taking the time sit with
them, to listen and not talk.

Meanwhile, as Canadians,
we should continue to advo-
cate for access to affordable
treatments and technology
that can help us make the
most of our final days and
years.

Niagara-on-the-Lake is
losing a light in Earle, who
was a friend to many and
continued making friends
during his illness.

Through experiencing
his story, he is now our
friend, too.

We respect his decision
to end his life. And we ap-
plaud him for his bravery in
relating it so that others may
learn and appreciate this
gift of life.

editor@niagaranow.com

RESERVATIONS - 289-813-0179 | dine-in only with puirchase of a beverage
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LETTER OF THE WEEK

Cats shouldn’t be roaming outdoors

Dear editor:

There has been a lot
published about Zeus the
cat, who was trapped and
dumped in rural Niagara-
on-the-Lake, but no one has
addressed the real issue.

Municipalities should pass
bylaws but just punishing
frustrated neighbours is not
the answer.

I 'am a cat lover and have
had cats for more than 30
years.

All of our cats have been
rescues. Some we got from
a shelter and others showed
up in our yard.

After feeding them and
trying to find the owners
we either kept them or took
them to a shelter.

Where we lived there
were a large number of cats
allowed to roam, plus strays
and a feral colony, so we
have a lot of first-hand expe-
rience with the issue.

Municipalities do need
some new bylaws but they
also need to address the root
problem. The bylaws should
prohibit cats from being al-
lowed to roam loose.

Yards are much smaller

% i “\A“ o 4

RTINSk

Judith Baird says while harming animals is no solution, cats
shouldn't be allowed to roam freely. FIREFLY

these days and it is almost
impossible to keep a cat
from going into a neigh-
bour’s yard.

I have bird feeders and
should not have to stop
feeding the birds just
because the neighbour’s cat
decides to use my yard as a
hunting ground.

Friends also have com-
plained about having to
clean up after cats spray-

ing their porches or doors
or using their planters and
garden beds as a litter box.

Contrary to what some
cat owners think, their cat
is likely to be a nuisance
to someone at some point.
Zeus was trapped and
dumped elsewhere but I
have heard of people doing
much worse.

Although it is an adjust-
ment, most cats can be

trained to stay indoors. It
takes patience. It helps to
provide them with toys or,
for a younger cat, a play-
mate.

The best solution is to
keep them in from the time
they are a kitten. It has been
proven that indoor cats
live a longer, healthier life.
Hopefully Zeus will make
that transition.

For decades there have
been municipal bylaws pro-
hibiting dog owners from
allowing their animals to
roam off leash.

While those bylaws were
driven by a fear of dog at-
tacks, they provide a broad-
er benefit. They protect the
animal from being hit by
a car, attacked by another
animal or a person.

It also protects the animal
from getting into toxic
substances like rat poison,
weed killer or anti-freeze
that someone may have in
their yard.

Municipalities should give
cats the same protections
we give dogs.

Judith Baird
NOTL

Israel’s flag. WIKIPEDIA

Canadians should stand with
Israel against Hamas terrorism

Dear editor:

This is in reply to Sophia
Voogt’s April 11 letter,
“Hamas was wrong, but so
was the Israeli government.”

She claims her letter “is
not a defence of Hamas in
any way,” but then explains
away the group’s murder-
ous terrorism because of
“the Israeli occupation of
Palestine.”

Let’s be clear: Israel has
not occupied Gaza since
2005.

Hamas is not interested
in fighting Israel over real
estate; the terrorist group’s
charter, its actions and the
statements of its leaders all

make perfectly clear that
they seek the violent de-
struction of Israel, and in its
place, to create a theocratic
regime akin to the Islamic
State.

Hamas is a genocidal
death-cult that murders,
rapes, tortures, dismembers
and kidnaps. There is no ne-
gotiation with a bloodthirsty
group like the Islamic State
or Hamas — only victory or
defeat.

All Canadians of con-
science must stand with
Israel as it fights a genocidal
enemy, Hamas.

Veronica Balaj
NOTL

Supporting and growing our wine and beer industries

Wayne Gates
Special to The Lake Report

Over my 10 years and
four terms as the MPP
representing Niagara-
on-the-Lake, I have been
proud to work alongside
key stakeholders and area
businesses in our wine and
beer sector to support the
growth and success of the
industry.

I want to share how some
of the good work we have
been doing together has
paid off — and some of my
plans for future reforms
to continue to support the
industry.

We know how critical

the wine industry is for our
economy, job growth and
heritage in Niagara-on-the-
Lake.

We know Niagara is
responsible for 80 per cent
of the country’s total grape
and wine production and
that it has huge impacts on
other businesses in NOTL
— including the Shaw Fes-
tival, area restaurants and
heritage attractions such as
Fort George.

However, we know that
historically, growth in our
wine industry has lagged
behind similar jurisdic-
tions in British Columbia.
We also know there remain
many hurdles to continued
success and growth.

That is why I have
worked diligently over
the last several years to
introduce legislation to
eliminate the 6.1 per cent
basic tax on all on-site re-
tail sales of wines with 100
per cent Ontario grapes and
VQA wines.

Last month’s provincial
budget finally eliminated
that tax.

The levy was not applied
to foreign-imported wines,
so this reform provides
equal opportunity for On-
tario wine.

I worked with local
stakeholders, includ-
ing local wine producers
like Big Head Wines and
Southbrook Vineyards, and
stakeholder organizations
like the Wine Growers
Ontario and Ontario Craft
Wineries, to introduce
legislation to end the tax a
total of three times.

And I'm glad to say our
hard work paid off. This
was an important reform.

It’s a big win for every-
body in Niagara-on-the-
Lake, and I'm proud of the
work we have done. But
there is more still to do.

We need to the provincial
government to do a better
job, quite frankly, of invest-
ing in post-secondary edu-

cation and infrastructure to
support the local economy.

Partners like Brock Uni-
versity and Niagara College
employ more than 8,400
people, and their research
and education into the wine
industry has an enormous
positive impact.

We also need more sus-
tainable infrastructure, in
particular, two-way, all-day,
every day, GO train service
to Niagara.

And we need to sup-
port key local employers
like the Shaw Festival in
their All.Together.Now
campaign — the benefi-
cial relationship between
employers like the Shaw
and the wine industry is a
two-way street.

We also know how vital
protecting the Greenbelt is
for preserving the industry.
It’s also the right thing
to do in order to leave a
healthy environment for
our kids and grandkids.

I have been a proud

champion for the environ-
ment as MPP. Unfortu-
nately, we know the record
of Doug Ford’s government
in attacking the Greenbelt
and the lack of support they
have given to our farmers.

We must ensure we hold
the government account-
able, as we have over the
last two years, in preserv-
ing the Greenbelt and pro-
tecting arable land across
Ontario.

Finally, we must do more
to support our craft beer in-
dustry. First and foremost,
we must address the regula-
tory hurdles that stifle the
growth of small breweries.

The current system,
with its complex licensing
procedures and restric-
tive distribution regula-
tions, disproportionately
favours larger players in
the market. We need to
level the playing field by
streamlining the licensing
process for small brewers
and promoting fair access

to distribution channels.

It’s also high time we re-
evaluated the taxation poli-
cies that burden our local
breweries. Skyrocketing
taxes on beer production
not only squeeze the mar-
gins of small businesses
but also drive up prices for
consumers.

By implementing tax
incentives and reducing ex-
cise duties for craft brewer-
ies, we can foster a more
competitive environment
that encourages growth and
innovation.

Working together, like
we did on my legislation
to eliminate the 6.1 per
cent wine tax, we can sup-
port good jobs, help small
business, grow the local
economy and protect our
natural heritage.

It’s a win-win-win — so
let’s work together and get
this accomplished.

Wayne Gates is the NDP
member for the provincial
riding of Niagara Falls.
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A collective sigh of relief over the Wilderness

Brian Marshall
Columnist

As Richard Harley
reported in this newspaper
last week, it appears as
though an agreement has
been reached for the con-
veyance of full title for the
Wilderness to the Niagara
Foundation.

A collective sigh of relief
was shared by everyone
passionate about heritage
preservation in Niagara-on-
the-Lake.

All of us have watched
this iconic property over
the past few years of legal
wrangling around its owner-
ship and prayed that some
settlement could be arrived
at so that the historic build-
ings and lands might be
restored and preserved.

But, aside from the build-
ings — which we’ll get to
later — what makes the
Wilderness so important
to our cultural heritage
landscape?

In begins with the huge
Balm of Gilead tree, so tall
it was used as a navigational
marker for ships plying the
waters of Lake Ontario, that
grew here.

In the spring, Indigenous
peoples would come and
gather the resinous coat-
ing of the tree buds to treat
snow blindness, a practice
that continued into the
colonization period when
the location became a meet-
ing place to receive gifts
from representatives of the
Crown.

By 1796, the four one-
acre lots that comprise
today’s property were
patented to David Deamud,
James Whitten, Joseph Ad-
nams and Robert Pilkington
(an aide to Lt.-Gov. John
Graves Simcoe).

In short order, Pilkington
acquired the other three ti-
tles and, in 1799, transferred
ownership to Ann Claus
— payment for which was

The Wilderness, depicted in this 1911 painting by Owen Staples, is a significant part of Niagara-on-the-Lake’s cultural

heritage landscape, writes columnist Brian Marshall. TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY DIGITAL ARCHIVES

effected by the exchange of
Indigenous Six Nations land
to Pilkington.

Why would the Six
Nations underwrite this
transaction as a gift to Ann
Claus?

That story starts much
earlier and with Ann’s
father, Sir William Johnson,
who was responsible for ne-
gotiating the historic Treaty
of Niagara in 1763.

This treaty between the
Crown and 24 First Na-
tions — with over 2,000
Indigenous signatories —
included acceptance of the
Royal Proclamation of 1763
which set the constitutional
structure for the negotiation
of treaties with the Indig-
enous inhabitants of large
sections of Canada.

The proclamation legally
defined the North American
interior west of the Appala-
chian Mountains as a vast
Indigenous reserve, a fact
which significantly contrib-
uted to the unrest amongst
the land-hungry and mon-
eyed interest in the Thirteen
Colonies, fuel that lead to
the Revolutionary War.

Johnson was seen by In-
digenous peoples as a friend
and ally.

So too, did Ann’s hus-
band, Col. Daniel Claus,
through his role as deputy
superintendent of Indian
Affairs, in his words and
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deeds establish a similar
reputation amongst the Six
Nations as a “friend and
ally.”

In the culture of the Six
Nations, women were the
shepherds (very loosely
read, “owners”) of the land
and held, at least, an equal
status to their men, it would
be seen as reasonable and
expected that a gift of land
to the daughter of Johnson
and widow of Claus be
given in appreciation of the
service given their people
by her men.

And, as an aside, please
note that no Indigenous
peoples have traditionally
entertained the concept of
land ownership.

It was a European notion
that the earth could be
chopped into small bits and
“owned” by an individual,
company or nation.

For the Indigenous
people, a geographic terri-
tory was the space required
to support the tribal com-
munity and cultivated land
was apportioned account-
ing to the yield (grown and
hunted) necessary to feed
and house their families.

Thus, four acres within
the context of late 18th-
century Niagara old-growth
forest and meadows, would
be seen by the Six Nations
as a very generous allot-
ment for a single family.

The first house on this
property, likely a brick
Georgian, which was lost
during the American burn-
ing of Niagara during their
withdrawal in 1813.

However, Ann’s son,
William Claus — who also
served as deputy superin-
tendent of Indian Affairs in
the family tradition — un-
dertook to rebuild the fam-
ily’s home on this property
in 1816 and 1817.

Now, the long, rambling
house you see today is a
product of seven separate
builds — six in the 19th
century and one in the late
20th century.

So, let’s follow the
evolution of the dwelling
over time.

It is my belief that
William Claus’ original
vision was to create a
five bay, single storey
with sleeping loft above,
Regency Cottage but, for
reasons unknown today,
elected to do this in two
separate builds.

Westerly portion of the
cottage, constructed of
brick was completed and
occupied by William and
his wife, Catherine, in
1816 presenting an asym-
metrical three-bay facade
with the entry door in the
easterly bay.

The following year,
1817, the eastern portion

of the cottage, again us-
ing brick, was built and
resulted in a five-bay pre-
sentation with the main
entry slightly off-centre
(to the east) under a unin-
terrupted hip roof.

Although constructed of
different materials, in 1817
the Claus house facade
would have looked similar
to the circa 1817 J. Butler
House, now located at 285
Simcoe St.

Then, in 1820, William
expanded the footprint of
the house to the rear, by
adding an extension which
likely housed a separated
kitchen.

While William passed
away in 1826, his wife,
Catherine, was responsible
for the next expansion of
the house sometime during
the years of 1835 and 1840
when a northerly wing was
added possibly to increase
main floor bedroom space.

And, while this was the
first wood framed addition,
she followed her late hus-
band’s practice of coating
the exterior with incised
stucco to unify the presen-
tation.

By 1850 the title of the
property had passed to Wal-
ter H. Dickson and, under
his auspice, an addition to
the west was built — again,
wood framed and coated
with incised stucco.
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Catherine Lyons (nee
Claus) bought the prop-
erty from Dickson in 1860
and, circa 1870, caused
the last significant 19th-
century wood-framed,
incised, stucco-cladded
southern wing — project-
ing towards King Street
— to be built.

From the 1878 sale of
the property by Lyons’
grandsons to Thomas Ince,
the footprint of the house
remained stable — although
there were likely renova-
tions that altered the house’s
elements, interior layout
and finish components by
various owners — until the
1990’s when a rear gallery
was added along the south
side of the building.

Just like the house, the
landscape transitioned from
old growth Carolinian for-
est to the more cultivated
woodland seen in Owen
Staples’ “The Wilderness”
1911 painting with featured
planted trees and shrubs
spotted here and there.

Since that point, second
growth from the original
forest has reclaimed much
of the property.

The Niagara Foundation
has pledged to “preserve the
significant attributes of the
land and buildings compris-
ing the Wilderness” and,
based on that organization’s
exemplary work in the past,
I have no doubt they shall
achieve glowing success in
this endeavour.

That said, the foundation
will require active support
from the citizens of our fair
town and I'd urge everyone
to contribute, in any way
they can, to underwrite that
success.

Your children and grand-
children will thank you
for it.

In closing, let me ask:

did you ever wonder why
William Street deadends at
Regent?

You can thank Ince, who
owned the property from
1878 to 1881 and managed
to secure the patent for the
unopened William Street
road allowance, thereby
ensuring the original lands
remained intact.

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration
and heritage.

905-641-5250 | www.landscapeflorida.ca
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Builders should follow lead of Centennial Homes

Dear editor:

I’d like to call on the
members of Niagara-on-
the-Lake’s home building
community to match, or
exceed, the actions of a
NOTL-based builder, Cen-
tennial Homes.

The company and its sub
trades have announced
the donation to Habitat for
Humanity Niagara of four
townhouse units in Thor-
old South.

Clearly we have the

financial horsepower here in
town to rise to the occasion.
Names such as Gatta

Centennial Homes has donated four townhouse units.

Homes, Solmar Develop-
ment Group and Hummel
Properties immediately

spring to mind as movers
and shakers to form a group,
with others if required,

to head and execute this
worthy and rewarding
endeavour.

Perhaps as support the
town could donate a portion
of its surplus land to such a
project.

Let’s hear what people
and builders think of this
idea.

Samuel Young
NOTL

Litter and poor communication, we can do better

Dear editor:

The announcement last
week about the province
spending $6.8 million
to improve public transit
across Niagara Region is,
of course, welcome news.

Now, can some of that
be put to improving train
travel, signage and cleaning
up the debris along the rail
corridor?

I used the GO train from
Niagara Falls to Union Sta-
tion on April 20 and was ex-
cited that such a service was
available so my husband
did not have to drive me to
Pearson airport from where
I travelled to the U.K.

However, those feelings
quickly dissipated due to
the following:

e The train does not ad-
vance to the charming sta-

tion house in Niagara Falls
but stops roughly 200 yards
away from where people are
waiting. There is no signage
to indicate the train will not
pull up to the station, which
requires travellers to figure
it out independently and
then run for the train at the
last minute.

e The train that day
brought a vast number of
visitors to Niagara Falls
(from Toronto, I assume).
My husband noted that
if he had been a tourist
on that train and left to
scramble along a litter-
strewn narrow pathway
(with no signage or build-
ing in sight), he would have
been horrified as to what
kind of place he had come
to visit. Both of us have
travelled extensively in

Europe by rail and public
transit and even in the
smallest of towns we have
never encountered anything
like this.

* According to the pub-
lished GO train sched-
ules, the departure time
for this train should have
been 12:04 p.m., but the
announced departure by
train staff indicated it was
11:58, making me wonder
if everyone got on the train
as intended. The only other
train to Union Station that
day was in the evening.

* As the train pulled out
of Niagara Falls heading
to St. Catharines, the rail
corridor made me ashamed.
This is not what Canada
should look like. The
debris strewn everywhere
was disgusting. Trash from

many impromptu homeless
encampments (which is an
ongoing problem beyond
public transportation),

to blown-in litter, to the
dumping of tires, applianc-
es, mattresses and plastic
everywhere was unreal.

This is not only unsightly,
but harmful to wildlife and
ground water.

I just helped organize an
Earth Day event in Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake so what
I saw through the train
window was extremely
distressing. We all need to
do better.

Young and old, Niagara
citizens need to care about
the environment and the
health and appearance of
our towns and cities.

Lidija Biro
NOTL

Let’s have an informed and serious political discussion

Dear editor:

While perusing vinyl
flooring recently at a
big-box store I innocently
asked the salesperson if any
flooring was manufactured
in Canada.

He immediately respond-
ed that since Justin Trudeau
and the Liberals came to
power nothing is produced
in Canada any more.

I did not respond to such a
viewpoint. But it did occur
to me that he represented a
large segment of the popula-
tion that gathers information
from media outlets which
love “sound bite” news or
from social platforms which
recognize the viewpoints
of its followers by adding
comments from posters who
legitimize the opinion as
fact.

How does one persuade
this population that there
is a reason we once again
have become a raw material
economy and it has nothing
to do with Trudeau or for-
mer PM Stephen Harper?

The election of 1988
saw Brian Mulroney’s
Progressive Conservatives
promoting free trade with
the United States. It was op-
posed by Jean Chretien and
the Liberals.

It was a fierce and nasty
campaign that eventually
was won by the Conserva-
tives and, while a success,
the next step to a globaliza-
tion movement was prob-
lematic.

Small manufactur-
ing companies could not
compete without protective
tariffs and thus began a

hollowing out of hundreds
of such companies. (Since
I was a customs officer at

the time I knew the tariff

system and its impact.)

The West was to dominate
the tech and communica-
tion sector and therefore all
would benefit from cheap
imports from China and
Korea.

Unfortunately China
did not get the message
and developed its own
tech expertise, leaving the
U.S. and Canada to export
billions in currency to pur-
chase cheap goods from
Vietnam, Cambodia, Korea
and China.

As Canadians we need to
be better informed and we
need the three political par-
ties to stop the blame game
and start developing a strat-

egy to increase the incomes
of all Canadians.

Both Joe Biden and
Donald Trump have said the
U.S. will eviscerate the free
trade agreements if elected
and introduce protective,
widespread tariff policies.

Are Canadians only going
to be choppers of wood and
drawers of water or can
we start our own selective
protective tariff system
to encourage more home
production?

The next election will be
interesting and I hope it will
be one in which all parties
recognize that we have a
problem and have a serious
discussion as opposed to:
”The country is broken blah
blah blah.”

Michael Eagen
NOTL
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Search and rescue open house shines a light on safety

Julia Sacco
The Lake Report

When it comes to being
part of a search and rescue
team, Randy Klaassen says
it’s all about keeping your
eyes peeled for the people
you're trying to help and
staying focused — even as
you're flying in a compact
airplane from 1964.

“It’s not for everybody.
Partly the confined space,
partly flying,” Klaassen
said, as he showed off the
plane and its individual
barf bags stowed behind the
plane’s seats.

Klaassen is an active vol-
unteer and search coordina-
tor with the Civil Air Search
and Rescue Association
of Niagara and was at the
Niagara District Airport on
Saturday for an open house
all about sharing safety tips
with the Niagara-on-the-
Lake community.

The open house, which
ran from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
was hosted by the search
and rescue association of

Half of last year’s search and rescue calls were related to

@

water safety, Randy Klaassen said during Saturday’s search
and rescue open house. JULIA SACCO

Niagara along with South
Shore Search and Rescue
and featured tours and
demonstrations throughout
the open house.

Klaassen took The Lake
Report through a short
tour of some of the rescue
vehicles and equipment that
the group uses during a
search.

He explained the role of
some volunteers who have
to keep an eye out for those

being rescued or located.

“Your nose is right up
against the window and
you’re looking sideways. Do
that going down the QEW
at 120, because that’s the
speed we're doing. Then tell
me what’s down there in the
ditch,” Klaassen said.

Above anything, Klaas-
sen urged safety during the
open house, giving visitors
tips on how to safely explore
the outdoors.

EXPERIEENCGE
VMG A STONEY CREEK

There is a

We could tell you what makes Amica Stoney Creek different
from other senior living residences. But we’d rather show
you. Visit our exclusive residence and see how life here can
be exactly what you want, with professional, personalized
care that's always there if you need it.

ASK ABOUT OUR STUDIO SUITE

MOVE-IN OFFERS

CALL US TO BOOK A TOUR AT 905-664-8444

AMICA

difference.

“Water safety has to be
key,” he said, adding that
of the ten callouts last year,
five were marine calls.

Wearing a lifejacket, pref-
erably in a bright, visible
colour, is important when
boating or swimming.

The risk and attention
to detail that comes with
being a search and rescue
volunteer attracts a crowd
of dedicated and generous
people.

One of the newest
recruits, Peter Jennings,
signed up to volunteer
only a few weeks ago after
hearing Klaassen speak at
the PROBUS club in St.
Catharines.

“I have what I think
(search and rescue) is look-
ing for.,” Jennings told The
Lake Report. “I have been
flying and sailing and there-
fore I feel like I owe it back
to people to be on the other
side and help when I’'m not
out there.”

For new volunteers
like him, training begins
in the winter to prepare

volunteers for the summer
season.

Nancy Briggs, a new vol-
unteer, will begin her first
season with South Shore
Search and Rescue this
summer.

Already a fisher, training
for water rescue came easily
to her.

“It was familiar, with the
boat and docking and leav-
ing the dock,” she said.

Cathy Buis, a volunteer
with the search and rescue
association, has been help-
ing out for around six years.

Buis got into volunteering
as a way of using her skills
to give back to the com-
munity,

“One of the (volunteers)
is a friend of mine, we play
tennis together. My back-
ground is in nursing and she
said ‘I think this might be a
good fit for you,” Buis told
The Lake Report.

She said that applying her
training and skills to the
real world has been the most
rewarding part of her years
with the organization.

“All of your hard work
and practice has now come
to and at the end, you hope
that you have a good out-
come or at least closure for
families,” she said.

Civil Air Search and
Rescue Association and
South Shore Search & Res-
cue are non-profit charities
that rely on these dedicated
volunteers and community
donations to function.

“Both of us are nonprofits,
(South Shore Search & Res-
cue) in particular don’t get
any extra funding,” Klaas-
sen said.

The operation itself is
expensive, using numerous
GPS tools and consistently
having to update aircraft
technology.

ADS-B, an aviation
surveillance technology that
will be added to the aircraft,
gives pilots satellite weather
tracking and navigation.

“It has saved lives already
with searches, it’s a great
technology but it is expen-
sive,” Klaassen said.
juliasacco@niagaranow.com

THE HARE WINE CO.

Mother’s Day Brunch';

SUNDAY, MAY 12, 2024

HOTELS

Join us for a special Mother’s Day brunch buffet, “Where Moms are
Queens,” catered by Noble Restaurant at the Prince of Wales Hotel.
Treat Mom to a delightful experience with a complimentary glass of
our exquisite Hare Series Sparkling Rosé. Enjoy a variety of delicious
dishes including antipasto, salads, classic breakfast favourites,
enticing entrées, and decadent desserts. It's a day to honour and
cherish the queens in our lives with good food and great company.

$75+ per person*
(Children under 12 are % price)

*Price is subject to tax. Gratuity is not included. Payment taken in advance.
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Seatings times available are 11 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 1 p.m., 1:30 p.m.
Tables under 4 can be accommodated at a communal table.

STONEY CREEK Reservations can be made by scanning the QR Code

or by calling 905-468-3246 Ext. 436530

Located at The Hare Wine Co., 769 Niagara Stone Rd.

135 KING ST E = AMICA. CA/ STONEYCREEK In partnership with the Prince of Wales Hotel/Noble Restaurant
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Council reinstates rental licence

despite record of non-co

Evan Loree
The Lake Report

A bed and breakfast
owner in Niagara-on-the-
Lake is frustrated with an
“antagonistic bureaucracy”
after having her permit
revoked by the town.

Resident Marlene Gal-
lyot on Tuesday night asked
council to overturn a deci-
sion by staff to revoke her
short-term rental licence.

After some debate,
council decided to reinstate
Gallyot’s licence effective
June 1.

Town bylaw officer April
Smith told Council Gallyot
“has a history of contraven-
tion with other town by-
laws,” noting she has hosted
weddings at her property on
Line 3 Road in violation of
the town’s short-term rental
regulations.

The owner would need to
rezone the property or ap-
ply for an event permit six
weeks ahead of weddings if
she wanted to continue host-
ing them at the property.

When the vote was called,
Coun. Gary Burroughs was
the only holdout.

“I’'m not clear that you’re
actually intending to not do
weddings,” Burroughs told
Gallyot.

Burroughs said he was not

Marlene Gallyot got her short-term rental licence back from council, despite a record of

mpliance

™

non-compliance with bylaws. Only Coun. Gary Burroughs was opposed. EVAN LOREE

sure if the solution was to
rezone the land as com-
mercial so Gallyot could
continue using it as a wed-
ding venue.

Smith said allowing
Gallyot the right to keep
hosting weddings on her
property would open up a
“can of worms” for other
short-term rental owners to
start hosting big events on
their properties.

Burroughs agreed.

“My endeavours to use
my property for small
ceremonies stem from
the challenges of finding
suitable employment in
the region,” Gallyot said,

Legion

BRANCH 124
NIAGARA ON THE LAKE

The Provincial Service Officer will be visiting
the Thorold Legion, Branch 17, on

June 5,6 and 7

Any Veteran wishing an appointment with the
Provincial Service Officer should contact
Branch 124, Niagara-on-the-Lake Legion office at

905-468-2353 | legion124@gmail.com

LIDA KOWAL
MBA, CPA, CMA

1627 Niagara Stone Rd., Unit B2
Virgil, ON LOS 1TO
905-468-5300
Monday to Friday
9a.m.to 5 p.m.

*Accounting *Taxation *Business Services *Estate Planning

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an

Audiologist with over 20 years of
experience who loves helping people
of all ages in the community.

Book a complimentary
hearing test today at

905.468.9176
504 Line 2 Road, Virgil

Pauline Reimer Gibson
Audiologist

A global leader in
hearing healthcare.

ON  amplifon

adding she hasn’t been
able to find work in Ni-
agara since leaving a job
in Markham in February
2023.

She relies on the prop-
erty and her services as a
wedding officiant to help
supplement her income, she
said.

“It’s a big hammer to put
somebody out of business,”
Coun. Erwin Wiens said.

He said he’d prefer to
help Gallyot find a way to
operate within the town’s
rules.

After a tie vote on
whether to permit the
resident’s operations, Coun

Nick Ruller suggested the
eight present councillors
grant the permit effective
July 1, so there were some
consequences for her.

Coun. Wendy Cheropita,
who was in favour of grant-
ing the permit, said Ruller’s
intentions were still “heavy
handed.”

“Why delay it for a couple
of months just to slap her
hand more?”

“I think we should give
people the benefit of the
doubt,” she added.

After some discussion,
they agreed to split the dif-
ference and reinstate Gal-
lyot’s licence on June 1.

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style.
Category: THE ANIMAL KINGDOM

Meerkats aren't felines.
They're in the family named
for these cobra fighters.

Last issue:
Category: HELPING THE PLANET

Clue: Carlsberg, a fine beer from this country,
is helping out with the plastic problem by
gluing its cans together.

Answer: What is Denmark?
Answered first by: Bill Hamilton

Also answered correctly (in order) by:

Jane Morris, Lynda Collet, Claudia Grimwood,
Bob Wheatley, Catherine Clarke, Susan Dewar,
Mike Gander, Pam Dowling, Kathy Humphries,
Jim Dandy, Wade Durling, Katie Reimer,

Sylvia Wiens, Sheila Meloche, Sue Rautenberg,
Tuija Johansson, Nancy Rocca, Edna Groff,
Marla Percy, Howard Jones, David Spencer,
Margie Enns

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,
with your name, for a chance to win

a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.
(Subject line: Riddle me this)

*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS” FOR
JEOPARDY QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at www.theirishharppub.com

Warnren

RENOVATIONS

905.468.2127

PLUMBING, HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

Mrformance

SALES & SERVICE

HUSTLER
905-468-9735
901 East/West Line, NOTL

247 Ricardo St. NOTL

Solo Exhibit by Cheryl Bailey OSA |
May 1-26, 2024, Joyner Gallery
Opening Reception: May 5, 2-4 pm

Meadow Sighs;
a%qg_niain Highs

Niogara
Pumphouse

— .
m d"r"f_‘-&ntﬁe
niagarapumphouse.ca

GRACE UNITED
CHURCH

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ONTARIO
222 VICTORIA ST. 905-468-4044

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
www.graceunitedchurch.com
Our 201t anniversary | 1823-2024

RENT MY HUSBAND
in Niagara-on-the-Lake

See what he can do for you at:
www.rentmyhusband-notl.com

Or call me, Marion (905) 321-5776

17325 CONSTRUCTION

PUTTING NIAGARA
RESIDENTS FIRST! ‘fpyia

Renovations * Additions

Custom Homes * Kitchens

Decks, Fences & much more! [

289-697-5757 | JS-CONSTRUCTION.CA
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Jazz at the Hare Wine Co.
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Top: A group of people, including Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa, take in a jazz show at the Hare Wine Co. to celebate International Jazz Day on Monday. The show was titled “Latin Jazz"”
featuring the Laura Fernandez Trio. Bottom, from left: Alexander Brown on trumpet, Don Naduriak on piano, Laura Fernandez sings a tune. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Shaw Festival to use federal money to promote human connections

Richard Wright
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Humans. There are more
of us than ever, yet it seems
like we’re more discon-
nected than ever before.

The internet, automated
answering machines, ATMs,
self-serve gas stations,
check-out lines and social
media — they all help
reduce old-fashioned, in-
person connections.

That’s why the Shaw
Festival wants to bring
people back together, after
the distancing nightmare of
COVID-19 and the general
sense of disconnectedness
among us, and it may have
the tool to do so — in-your-
face communication.

Enter All.Together.Now
— don’t forget the dots.

“If you think about it,
it is three separate words
but all connected in one
phrase,” said executive
director Tim Jennings.

After years of lobbying
government for the funds to
fully launch the campaign,
the festival is as close as it’s
been since before TikTok
became a household name.

But there’s a catch: Jag-
meet Singh and the NDP

Rt

Festiva|
Theatre

JACKIE MAXWELL
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The Shaw Festival is hoping that a $15 million promise from the federal government
comes to fruition to support its new All.Together.Now campaign. RICHARD WRIGHT

have to hold up their end
of the deal and prop up
the Liberal government’s
2024 budget.

As of now, a $15 million
promise to the Shaw hinges
on that green light.

“The budget has not been
passed, but we are named
in it,” Jennings said in an
interview. “We are pretty
excited about that. The $15
million in the 2024 federal
budget is specifically for
some capital projects.”

The biggest of those capital

projects is All.Together.Now.

As Jennings details, it
is a campaign that aims to
create spaces and mindsets
for in-person interactive
communication, learning
and fun.

The hope is to use the
arts to deepen human con-
nection and reduce social
isolation.

“Lots of people are doing
it in the sports world and
we think there is room for
the arts to do that as well,”
he said.

The more specific ques-
tion Jennings and his
team asked themselves is:
how can live arts increase
empathy and reduce social
isolation?

“We need to get people in
rooms together and out of
the silos such as social me-
dia,” he said. “How can we
use art to help change that
conversation and make peo-
ple talk to each other again
in ways that are respectful
and helpful and move the
conversation forward?”

Shaw wants to use the
money to create classrooms
and open spaces for things
like artist-led yoga and exer-
cise classes for seniors.

Other ideas include book
clubs and gardening groups,
but the festival is also think-
ing about creating artist and
student housing.

Shaw works with Niagara-
based students interested in
the theatre/arts and where
housing already-local
students won’t figure into
the plans, there is room to
help theatre students from
universities with whom the
festival partners.

“Those students can now
spend weeks here (with the
proper housing) and we can
train with them.”

Jennings said he under-
stands many people — for
reasons that could include
age, ability, mobility, etc. —
still favour online activities.

He said he feels the Shaw
is ahead of the game when
it comes to understanding
how to deliver that and will
continue to do so with or
without the federal cash.

“(During the pandemic)
we created these spaces to
help people stay in physical
shape and to connect with
each other,” he said.

“From that, it created
online forums and rooms
where they also talked to
each other. But now that
we are out of that (social
isolation) era and we don’t
want to lose that ability
to connect, so we still run
them.”

He noted that some of the
money for All.Together. Now
will go toward the produc-
tions people see on stage,
which will enhance perfor-
mances for theatre lovers.

Afterall, he said, theatre
is an interactive medium
— in a way, its own form of
social connection.

“We think that theatre
is generally about stories
on the stage where, in an
empathetic way, you (the au-
dience) are sort of stepping
into the shoes of the various
people on stage,” he said.

“You are trying to see
what the story is through
their eyes. And so, when we
put a room full of people
together who see that story
— and if the stories are
good — they are holding up
both sides of the argument.”

That, he added, is the
whole point: “We shouldn’t
be preaching. We should be
engaging.”

wright@niagaranow.com
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Pottery expert offering classes at old Virgil school

Linda Fritz
The Lake Report

In the past few years, two
former school buildings in
Niagara-on-the-Lake have
been repurposed to make
way for a day care centre,
bicycle shop for migrant
workers, a place of worship
and artist studios.

The former Laura Secord
School in Queenston is
the workplace for artists
Sharon Okun and Adam
Markovic while the old
elementary school in Virgil
houses Belisle Pottery,
owned and operated by
Valerie Belisle.

As you enter the pottery
you may hear a discussion
about whether it’s time to
run a glaze fire or perhaps
a bisque fire. A visitor can
only hope for an explana-
tion.

Belisle, a franco-Ontarian
born and raised in Ottawa,
started out in the hospitality
industry.

She studied culinary arts
and business management,
and her work took her to
Europe, Montreal and New-
foundland.

She eventually arrived in
Niagara, where she worked

Call the brand that
gets your home

Valerie Bellsle now offers pottery classes in her studio in the old Virgil elementary school. LINDA FRITZ

at Pearl Morissette, a Jor-
dan winery and restaurant
that aims to reflect “the
European ideal of destina-
tion dining in the heart of
agriculture.”

During her career as a
sommelier and front-of-
house manager, Belisle met
a potter who created dishes
for one of the restaurants
she worked at.

Stunned at the quality
of the items, she asked the
potter to teach her. Basma
Osama of Ceramik B in
Montreal became the first
of many mentors who

helped make her the artist
she is today.

She decided she wanted to
make her own pottery and
started slowly, with a wheel
in her basement. Her goal
was to sell her products
online.

Eventually she wanted to
do more but needed a kiln,
so she started looking for
a place that had the space
to handle one, as well as a
wheel and the other tools
she needed. The old Virgil
school proved ideal.

The space needed work.
Walls had to be removed,

6A Circle Street

3+1 Bedroom - 4 Bath - $1,299,900

*1 Real Estate Team”
*1 on Google Trends™
*1 in Client Service”

*1 in Web Traffic”

“Rob Golfi, Sales Repre
Residential, 2022. “S

new shelves had to be
installed. Belisle and other
artists, including Okun and
Markovic, built a table that
was high enough and wide
enough to accommodate her
needs.

Once she was established
in the building, Belisle
began to take on students.
She offers open schedul-
ing whereby 16 students
purchase eight classes.

They have 12 weeks to
complete the course and
can choose the days they
attend.

The students have varying

677 Central Aveue
3+1 Bedroom - 4 Bath - $749,000

nit sales and $ volume of closed tra

n RAHB Jan 1, 2020 - Dec 31,2021, *** Source: Gox
REDATUMAg nts by nits — listing and selling c omb dp erformance

levels of expertise, which
isn’t a problem. It’s a unique
and inclusive experience,
Belisle says.

She is pleased that they
tend to choose the same
day and time each week.
Community, it turns out, is
very important. Many have
returned for more training.

Indeed, Markovic is one
of her former students.
Along with his paintings
and furniture he is now
creating his own dinner
services.

Belisle’s students work
with a potter’s wheel while

NOTICED!

her assistant, Audrey Wall,
handles classes in another
form, called hand building.

It is similar to working
with play dough. Students
sculpt, roll and shape their
work with their hands. A
class of Grade 12 students
from Lakeshore Catho-
lic High School in Port
Colborne were recently
involved in creating hand-
built objects.

Belisle’s work will soon
be available in area shops
such as Honey Fields.
Located near Line 8 and
Four Mile Creek Road, the
farm shop also sells its own
honey in a variety of styles
and flavours.

Belisle is now working
full-time in her pottery
business and because of the
local demand she has been
so busy she hasn’t been able
to plan how to provide an
experience for the tourist
market.

She says the NOTL
community has given her
so much and she wants to
spend her time giving back.

* Belisle Pottery is located
at the old Virgil schoolhouse,
in classroom #2 at 1665 Four
Mile Creek Rd. Call 514-
994-5741 for hours.

1090 Niagara Stone Road

*]1 RE/MAX Team Canada’'
*2 RE/MAX Team Worldwide'
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Real Honest. Real Friendly. Real Estate

Homes are not just listed, they’re...

1

33 Hickory Avenue, St. Davids 26 Olde School Court, St. Catharines 22 Melrose Drive Niagara-on-the-Lake
Three Bedrooms | Three Bathrooms Four Bedrooms | Four Bathrooms Four Bedrooms | Three Bathrooms
$1,300,000 $1,549,900 $3,298,000

F
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7 Circle Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake 9 Kent Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake 8 Kent Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake
Three Bedrooms | Three Bathrooms Four Bedrooms | Three Bathrooms Three Bedrooms | Three Bathrooms
$2,099,999 $1,999,999 $2,290,000

GET YOUR FREE HOME EVALUATION
AND
MARKET ANALYSIS!

Contact us today! RE/MAX
289-272-5329 | info@davidsdelaat.com NIAGARA
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Sue Rumsey is serious about the Toronto Maple Leafs, as evidenced by her yard display.

Die-hard Virgil fans proudly
cheer on their Toronto Maple Leafs

Julia Sacco
The Lake Report

Sue Rumsey is a Toronto
Maple Leafs fan through
and through and she has the
front lawn to prove it.

Rumsey’s popular “Go
Leafs Go” lawn signage
on Niagara Stone Road
in Virgil is back for this
year’s Stanley Cup play-
offs but with a new, playful
addition.

The Leafs are going
head-to-head against the
Boston Bruins (again) and
had a must-win game 5 on
Tuesday night.

They pulled off a 2-1
victory in overtime and live

to fight again on Thursday
night at home, down three
games to two.

Bruins captain Brad
Marchand, nicknamed “the
rat” by some, has forever
been a headache for the
Leafs and someone sug-
gested that Rumsey “had to
add something about ‘the
rat trap.”

So, this year’s sign got a

makeover on Monday morn-

ing, adding in the phrase
“Set the 63 Rat Trap,” refer-
encing Marchand’s sweater
number.

The updated sign plays
off of the friendly rivalry
among friends and neigh-
bours who are Bruins

Niagara-on-the-Lake

fans, Rumsey said.

And it seems to be a big
hit, as countless drivers
honked their support while
Rumsey and her chocolate
labrador, Bauer, posed for a
photo outside her home on
Monday.

Rumsey remains confi-
dent she’ll have no reason
to take the signs down any
time soon.

“Call me on Sunday
morning because I know
we are going to win the
next three games no matter
what,” she predicted.

Well, the Leafs took the
first one. We’ll see what
happens Thursday night.
juliasacco@niagaranow.com

77 Yates Street #102, St. Catharines

$899,000

NICOLE MARSH-BURKE, BROKER
Nicole@McGarrRealty.com 905.751.5171
Let's Get You Home!

925 Queenston Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake

$1,750,000

Open House Sunday 2-4pm

JOY MIELE, REALTOR
Joy@McGarrRealty.com 905.347.3728

Ar e cuomer gervice experionce you degerve

VI Farr

1507 Niagara Stone Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON, LOS 1JO 905.468.9229
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Anthony Felice, Braden Grealy, Nick Munera, Lucas Pillitteri, Marco Gruosso, Ben Bayne,

Devon Neudorf were all given various awards. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

NOTL Hockey Association honours
players and coaches with awards

Tania Fera-VanGent
Special to The Lake Report

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
Hockey Association hon-
oured players and volunteers
at its annual awards ceremo-
ny and coaches appreciation
gathering Monday evening.

“Our memorial awards
are special because they
are connected to people
in our hockey community
who always displayed a
true love and dedication to
the game and their names
are carried on through

the memorial awards,”
association president Peter
Flynn told the audience.

Anthony Felice was
named Volunteer of the
Year and Flynn acknowl-
edged the countless people
who donate hundreds of
hours to give kids a positive
hockey experience.

Devon Neudorf, coach of
the U18 rep team, earned
the Kocsis/Glauser Memo-
rial Award for coach of the
year, while Lucas Pillitteri
received the Mike Moore
Goalie Award.

Ben Bayne won the Joel
Murray Player Dedication
Award and U18 rep team
captain Marco Gruosso
took home the Jamie Froese
Memorial Award.

The association’s newest
honour, the Virgil Business
Association Scholarship, for a
player pursuing post-second-
ary studies in business, was
presented to Nick Munera.

Braden Grealy received
the James Berg Scholarship
Award.

Find more photos at
niagaranow.com
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A DON JULIO TASTING EVENT

3 DIFFERENT TAGOS - 4 PREMIUM TEQUILA TASTINGS - CHURROS - LIVE MUSIC
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED - LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE - 1/2 0Z TASTINGS
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THEIRISHHARPPUB.COM

(905) 468-4443 - TAXES & GRATUITIES EXTRA

Tickets Are Charged Upon Booking. 7-Day Cancellation Policy In Effect. 19+ Event.
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ERICA A. BLYTHE
(VAN DE LAAR)
LAWYER

My husband and | just
purchased our first home!
Call me, this process
doesn’t need to be
overwhelming.

| can help you through the
process, whether you are
purchasing, selling

or refinancing.

Wills & Estates, Real Estate
and Corporate & Commercial

email: eblythe@msflawyers.com
phone: 905-354-1585

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

” | SIMPLY
—/ELECTRIC

Simply Electric Mowing offers 100% eco-friendly
lawn care services. Book your spring clean-up,
mulch, and lawn care services today!

Luke Midgley | 905-325-0121

Hans' Mobile Auto Wash

- Immaculate interior detailing & shampooing

- Exterior washing, waxing & ceramic coatings
- Engine shampooing - Undercarriage, wheels & lights

905-246-1843 | 905-651-1700

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Send a letter to the editor to

editor@niagaranow.com

Growers hope April frost won’t hurt crops

Richard Wright
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The dreaded April frost
came last week but Niagara-
on-the-Lake stone fruit and
grape growers are confident
all is not lost.

“We don’t think we have
much damage,” said Scott
MacSween, owner of NOTL’s
MacSween Farms, which
produces fruits such as
apricots, cherries and nectar-
ies. “It was touch and go but
we still expect a full crop.”

Area farmers woke up to
frost on Thursday, April 25
and feared the worst. The
following day, overnight
temperatures hovered right
around zero, though frost
was evident in some areas of
NOTL on Friday morning.

An early bloom two weeks
ago set the stage for concern.
The normal time for stone
fruits to flower is the end of
April or early May.

However, a mild January
helped kickstart fruit trees
into blooming early, putting
them at risk being killed by
sustained overnight sub-
zero temperatures, which
are all too common at this

e

Scott MacSween, owner of MacSween Farms in NOTL, shows off his healthy cherry

P

blooms. The stone fruit producer went through some nervous days April 25 and 26
when frost threatened his entire crop. RICHARD WRIGHT

time of the year.

MacSween was in close
contact with a number of
other stone fruit farmers in
NOTL over the course of
the two days and reports
they too believe it could
have been a lot worse.

“I am optimistic,” he said.

“If it would have been

minus 3 (on April 26), I
would have been confident
to say that we lost around
50 per cent. But we weren’t
at minus 3. It was zero.”
Confidence aside, the big

sigh of relief won’t come for

another week or so, Mac-
Sween said.
Stone fruit farmers typi-

cally overproduce by about
70 per cent of their fruit and
prune off damaged or dead
foliage starting in June.

So, even if 30 to 40
per cent of the crop was
damaged or killed by this
week’s temperatures, it
would still be considered a
good crop.

NOTL vineyards manage to survive April frost

Continued from Front Page

Not only was it very cold
for two nights, but the cold
lasted for an extended pe-
riod of time.

“Often it’s at its worst
between 3:30 and 5:30 a.m.,
but in some cases the wind
machines had to start up at
9:30 in the evening,” said
Oppenlaender. “Those were
two long nights.”

“On Thursday night, it
just sounded like the apoca-
lypse. Every single wind-
mill was running at full
blast,” said Bill Redelmeier,
proprietor of Southbrook
Vineyards.

It was loud, but Redele-
meier said he was happy
to hear the fans because it
meant growers were doing
what they needed to.

“We escaped the worst
of it, there may be some
sporadic damage here and
there, but nothing to really
worry about,” said Op-
penlaender. “Without the
wind machines the damage
would have been extensive.
Thank god for the wind
machines, the technology
really helps us.”

The fans are expensive
to buy, and to run. “They
cost close to $75,000, and
when we run them, they
cost $500 each per night,”
said Redelmeier. “It was a

very expensive night, but
better than the alterna-
tive,” explained Oppen-
laender.

Early bud break is a
double edged sword. On one
hand, it increases the risk
of frost damage, and on the
other, it’s a good headstart
to the season.

“If we get by without
frost damage, the early start
is beneficial, it gives us a
longer growing season and
more time for the grapes to
ripen,” said Oppenlaender.

Redelmeier is at least
cautiously optimistic about

—

the next few weeks, in part
because of the biodynamic
calendar he follows: “Tra-
ditionally here, the last
frost is on the second full
moon of spring, which was
last week.”

The date for that full
moon was April 23, which
is earlier than most years.

It can be as late as May 24,
depending on the year.

“We’ve had the date
of the second full moon
of spring for this year
written on a whiteboard
since before Christmas,
SO we were expecting a

Left: Bill Redelmeier checks

the buds on his Chardonnay
vines at Southbrook.
Above: New leaves emerge
from the buds on the vine.
DON REYNOLDS

frost this past week. And
that’s what happened. So
in theory, hopefully we’ll
be just about finished,
and we’ll be okay,” said
Redelmeier.

As the tiny leaves on the
vines continue to unfurl and
grow into May, transform-
ing the vineyards from
their winter grey to vibrant
green, it’s a waiting game
on the weather.

“It could still get cold,”
said Oppenlaender, add-
ing “these extreme weather
events seem to be occurring
all the time now.”
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Hidden Gem on Lake Ontario: Discovering Port Weller East

Inthe Niagara region,
nestled along the shores of
Lake Ontario, lies a hidden
gem that many insiders and
outsiders have yet to explore:
Port Weller East. This charm-
ing neighbourhood boasts
awealth of attractions and
amenities that cater to the
savvy residents, many who
have been there for decades.

At the heart of Port Weller
Eastis Jones Beach, a stretch
of shoreline that offers
breathtaking views of Lake
Ontario’s shimmering waters.
The marina, located nearby,
provides access to all types
of boaters. Endless water
adventures, from kite surfing

to kayaking are enjoyed by
residents and visitors along
with its stunning sunsets.
Port Weller East boasts

avibrant community life.
Residents enjoy easy access
to a variety of amenities,
including restaurants, cozy
pubs, supermarkets, and the
convenience of Fairview Mall.
The Seaway Farms garden
center is a haven for green
thumbs, while nearby Old
Town Niagara-on-the-Lake
offers the region’srich history
and culture. The neighbour-
hood’s proximity provides
several routes to the QEW
helping commuters reach
their destinations.

Despite its many attrac-
tions, Port Weller East
remains a well-kept secret,
characterized by its tranquil
streets, friendly atmosphere,
and well-maintained homes.
Whether enjoying a leisurely
stroll along the scenic canal or
casting aline for fishing, Port
Weller East offers endless op-
portunities to experience the
natural beauty and laid-back
charm of lakeside living.

In aregion teeming with
tourist hotspots, Port Weller
East stands out as a hidden
gem—a peaceful oasis on the
shores of Lake Ontario, where
beauty, tranquility, and com-
munity converge.
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Port Weller East: A beach community on the NOTL side of the canal.

Find your next home in stunning Port Weller East. Just 9 minutes from downtown Niagara-on-the-Lake this 3-bed, 3-bath, 1575 sq ft sanctuary offers unparalleled
luxury. Steps from the lake, trails, parks, and the canal, enjoy maintenance-free living with a walk-out basement to a private patio and an inground pool.This smart
home boasts high-end finishes, floor-to-ceiling windows, heated onyx tile floors, and an open kitchen with quartz counters. Upstairs, discover three bedrooms,
including a primary suite with a lavish ensuite and laundry. The lower level beckons with a custom bar, touchless urinal and sauna. Your dream home experience awaits!

Learn more at nancybaileyrealestate.com

Follow your dream, home.

NANCY BAILEY, CIPS - ENGEL & VOLKERS OAKVILLE

Broker | Private Office Advisor

226 Lakeshore Road East | Oakville | Ontario | L6J TH8

905-371-4234 | nancy.bailey@evrealestate.com

©2024 Engel & Volkers. Allrights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. Engel & Vélkers and its independent License Partners are Equal Opportunity Employers and fully support the principles of the Fair Housing Act.
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(@) GAMES

Across

1. Judge (7)

5. Kind of duck, perhaps (7)

9. Former and current Canadian PM (7)
10. Hot spot (7)

11. High speed cats (8)

12. "White Christmas” writer (6)

13. Fad (5)

14. Explosive issue (3,6)

17. Sanded yew badly in the middle of
the week (9)

19. Royal domain (5)

20. Like the Watergate evidence (2,4)

22. Light warship (8)

25. How you might meet someone (7)

26. Breadwinners (7)

27. Guaranteed academic employment (7)
28. Implored (7) -
Down L al el [l 1]
. Former South American empire (5)
. Wide street (9)

. Bridge framework (7)

. Unjustly domineering (9)

. Couch (4)

. Underwater missile (7)

. As a whole (2,3)

. Offstage theatre waiting area (5,4)
13. Texan topper? (6,3)

15. Pry the lot out to offer assistance
(3,2,4)

16. Segregation policy (9)

18. Authorize (7)

19. Day dream (7)

21. Claw (5)

23. Relaxed (5)

24. Big Apple force (1,1,1,1)
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NO ONE sells more
homes in NOTL
than GREG...

*#1 Ranked Niagara Association of Realtors 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 in transactions & volume.

...call to find out why.

905.329.3484
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COMMUNITY (@)

Julia Sacco
The Lake Report

The St. Davids Leos are
gearing up to support the
Lions of Canada Founda-
tion of Dog Guides for the
second year in a row with
the Pet Valu Walk for Dog
Guides at the St. Davids
Lions Club.

Along with Leos president
Maya Deuck, vice-president
Hardi Patel has taken the
reins to support the worth-
while cause again on May 26.

The walk, which Patel
described as similar to the

Rankin Run, but with dona-
tions going to dog guides,
isn’t the only thing the
16-year-olds have on their
roster of plans for the club
this year.

“We are trying to expand
our social media a little bit
more,” she said, adding that
it will be an easy place to
promote upcoming activities
run by the Leos.

Along with the upcom-
ing walk, the Leos will be
hosting two dog washes at
Virgil Pet Valu, the first on
Saturday, May 11.

Following the walk,

LLeos host walk for d()g guldes May 26

The St. Davids Leos will be hosting a walk to support dog
guides for the second year in a row. SUPPLIED

participants can help them-
selves to free hot dogs and
drinks.

Donations will be col-
lected in-person at the

walk and online before and
afterwards.

For updates, visit the
Leos’ Instagram page, @
stdavidsleos.

Mother’s Day florals workshop still has spots left

Julia Sacco
The Lake Report

This Saturday is the last
day to book a spot for Lady
Lavender Floral’s Mother’s
Day workshop on May 11.

The workshop, starting at
noon at the Queenston Li-
brary, will feature a high tea
and spring wreath-making
session.

This unique way to spend
Mother’s Day is led by
Shannon Troupe, owner of
Lady Lavender Florals and

its sister company Tent &
Table.

“We will start with a
high tea,” Troupe said. “It’s
a traditional high tea and
everyone will have a selec-

tion of teas. Followed with
a little tray of all kinds of
foods.”

Following tea, Troupe
will direct the group on how
to put together a 14-inch
wreath with several spring-
inspired greens.

Branching out from event
rentals into florals around
2020, Troupe used her
background in business and
passion for florals to launch
a company of her own

Originally, her focus was
on weddings and big gather-

>
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The future of waste is in our hands!

Niagara Region is developing a Waste Management Strategic Plan and we need your help.

ings, but she’s started orga-
nizing workshops around
the Niagara region.

“I currently work out of
a studio space in my home
in Fort Erie, but we do a
lot of our events mainly in
Niagara-on-the-Lake,” she
said.

To keep up to date with
upcoming workshops, or
to reserve your spot for
Mother’s Day, visit ladylav-
enderfloral.ca/workshops.

The last day to reserve a
spot is Saturday, May 4.

©
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AMBER DOOR

ESTATE SALES INC.

Online Auctions, Liquidations

and Retail Sales
Estate Settlements, Downsizings
and Liquidations

Sell or consign one item
~or entire estate

WE DO ALL THE WORK!

DECLUTTER, GARBAGE REMOVAL, SORTING
WE BUY GOLD, COINS & ARTWORK

CALL YVONNE FOR FREE CONSULTATIONS

905-517-5552

‘ANTIQUES BARN’ 758 NIAGARA STONE RD
www.amberdoorestatesales.com

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Send a letter to the editor to

editor@niagaranow.com

Join us at one of our virtual open houses to
pitch in your ideas for the future of Niagara
Region’s waste programs and systems.

Virtual Open Houses:

Thursday, May 9 | 7 - 8 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15 | 7 - 8 p.m.

Complete our online surve
P y Registration is not required.

You can also share your ideas and feedback with
us through our online survey available May 6 - 31.

Use the QR code or visit
niagararegion.ca/future-of-waste to access

Niagara 4/#/ Region

the virtual open houses and online survey.
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EXPLORING IHISTORY

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

Dale’s Store

Recognize this building? It has a long history of serving up delicious treats. It is the
Niagara Home Bakery building at 66 Queen St. The red brick structure, shown here in
1900, was built by Walter Campbell and is reputed to have been the pioneer ice cream
business in town. Here, the widow, Girvin (later Mrs. Swift) sold homemade cake and
ice cream in the 1890s. Mrs. Dale carried on the business at the turn of the century.
After the First World War, the store became a bakery and confectionary, operated in
succession by Mel Slingerland, James MacPhee (who added a soda fountain) and the
Albrechtsen family, who bought the business in 1935.

SAVE THE DATE

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Butterfl
Releas

JUNE 15, 2024 | 1 PM

3 rd
Annual

We invite you to participate in our third
annual Celebration of Life & Butterfly Release,
honouring the beloved members of our
community & our furry family members as

well, who have departed in 2023 & prior.

Butterflics are
$25 cach.

Reserve yours
by May 31, 2024

Palliative Care 1882 Niagara Stone Rd Niagara Stone Rd

We welcome you to
purchase a butterfly in the
name of your loved one &
join us in the release.

From left, Chef Ryan Crawford, owner of Bar Ruffino, Community Crew volunteers Jane

Locke, Shari Hartwick, Bobbie Corcoran, fundraising manager Katy Herron and volunteer
Pam Sterling. They helped raise $10K for the organization’s lunch program. RICHARD HARLEY

Bar Ruffino and friends help raise
$10,000 for Community Crew

Richard Harley
The Lake Report

It was a night of great
wine and food that Com-
munity Crew volunteers
and supporters won’t soon
forget.

On April 23, Bar Ruf-
fino, the newest addition to
Ruffino’s Pasta Bar & Grill,
hosted about 60 people for
a night of wine and fun,
sponsored by a long list of
Niagara restaurants.

The goal was to raise
funds for the organization’s

The program feeds more
than 1,400 children weekly,
in 33 different schools.

Altogether the party man-

aged to raise about $10,000.

A bunch of Niagara busi-
nesses helped pitch in so
they event could be dona-
tion only.

There was food from
Ruffino’s and Yorkshire
Pudding Inc., wine from
Vineland, Ravine and
Fielding estate wineries,
plus from Crawford’s farm,
spirits from Dillons, beer
from the Exchange and
non-alcholic drinks from
Hendrik’s Independent.

“So we had everything
covered right here in town,

i}

Ruffino owner Ryan Craw-
ford. She said the night was
“almost informal,” but they
still maxed out the capacity

for the building.

“Food prices continue to
rise. The needs continue to
grow with food insecure
children in the Niagara
region. (Locke) sees it
up close every week now
packing lunches for us. And
we’re not self-funded. And
so events like this are per-
fect. When you can kind of
combine a group of people
who care about the commu-
nity together,” Herron said.

“The biggest challenge
is people don’t know these
needs exist right here in our

905.468.4433 €, lunch program, which feeds  said Community Crew’s backyard. And they don’t
notlpc@bellnet.ca & chilc'ir'en .from fogd insecure  fundraising manager Katy know that we all the th.ings
" families in the Niagara Herron. that we do at Community
Nigara—on—the—La ke m‘a pe.com @ region a healthy lunch once The idea was dreamed Crew.”
COMMUNITY NOTL Community Center @ a week. up by Jane Locke and Bar Events like this one help

more than just financially,
but to also get the word out
that people can donate and
help out, too.
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Celebrating Niagara’s Symphony Orchestra

SPONSORED
The Lake Report

Did you know? The
Niagara Region has its
very own, professional,
symphony orchestra? Well,
we do!

For the past 75
years, the Niagara
Symphony Orchestra
has provided countless
hours of entertainment
and education to our
community. NSO concerts
are incredibly varied and
highlight different genres
of music.

Come celebrate with
the NSO, the culmination
of their 75th Diamond
Anniversary Season as
Niagara’s Symphony
Orchestra at a Gala tribute
being staged at the world-
famous Jackson-Triggs
Estate Winery on Sunday,
July 14.

Dinner commences at
5pm with the auctions
beginning at 6:30pm. The
concert begins at 7:30pm.
Tickets for the Dinner &
Concert are $225 + HST
and to the Concert Only,
$75 + HST.

Purchase your tickets
before May 31 and be

Niagara's Symphony Orchestra will celebrate its 75th Diamond Anniversary gala at Jackson-Triggs Estate Winery on July 14.

entered in a draw to
win tickets to the NSQO's
2024/25 concert season
plus a backstage tour of
the FirstOntario PAC.
This momentous

occasion will include an
“Explore Your Senses
Dinner,” complete with

bountiful wine, perfectly
paired with five culinary
stations in a self-discovery
tour of the Jackson-Triggs
estate. After dinner sit back
and enjoy an unforgettable
performance by the
Niagara Symphony
Orchestra in the beautiful

niagara
symphony
orchestra

JOIN US IN THE VINEYARD UNDER THE STARS
A Midsummer Night's Dream Gala

of

Jackson-Triggs Winery, 2145 Niagara Stone Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake

outdoor amphitheatre.
NSO Music Director
Bradley Thachuk leads the
NSO with guest artists,
Jay Dref, whose rich and
passionate voice was heard
at The Classics of Rodgers &
Hammerstein earlier in this
anniversary season, and

internationally acclaimed
violinist, Nikki Chooi.
Everyone is invited to
participate in the Silent
and Live Auctions. Concert-
goers are encouraged to
come early and enjoy a
wine tasting flight and
charcuterie available for

SUPPLIED

purchase. Stage actor
Christopher Blake will act
as auctioneer, who will be
his usual entertaining self.

Purchase your tickets
now at niagarasymphony.
com and enjoy this
midsummer concert under
the stars.

SUNDAY JULY 14th, 2024

Come celebrate with the NSO,
the culmination of the
75th Diamond Anniversary Season
as Niagara's Symphony Orchestra
at a Gala tribute being staged
at the world-famous
Jackson-Triggs Estate Winery.

Time: Dinner: 5:00pm | Auctions: 6:30pm | Concert: 7:30pm

Tickets: Dinner & Concert: $225 + HST
Concert Only: $75 + HST

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT
niagarasymphony.com

EARLY BIRD DRAW

Purchase your tickets before May 31 and
be entered in a draw to win tickets to the NSO concert
of your choice during the 2024/25 concert season
plus a backstage tour of the FirstOntario PAC.

THANK YOU TO OUR MEDIA SPONSORS

Lake Report
Blascal ),
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FEATURED

CUSTOM
PAINTING

Services we offer:

- Residential - Commercial
« Interior & Exterior - Drywall Repair
- Water Damage Repair

Fully Insured | 20+ years experience

FREE ESTIMATES

a:
905.3413087 @Arden
gardencitypainting.com

Clty Painting
Inc.
info@gardencitypainting.com

Find us on Instagram: @gardencity_painting

= JaJolic

HOLISTIC MEDICAL AESTHETICS

Client Review from Google

L 8 6 & & 4
Lisa helped me get event ready for my wedding.

Initially going in for a Botox consult, Lisa
suggested alternative options that better suited my
lifestyle to get my skin feeling fresh, smooth, and
prepped for my wedding day. She is so kind, gentle
and tailors her advice to meet her clients needs.
am so happy to have met Lisa and can’t wait to go
back! My skin has never felt better.

jolieholisticmedicalaesthetics.com
289-257-6886
INSTAGRAM: @joliebylisa

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Send a letter to the editor to

editor@niagaranow.com

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an Audiologist with over 20 years of experience who loves
helping people of all ages in the community. Julia Dick is the Front Office Coordinator )
and a longtime resident of Virgil. Call Julia today to book a complimentary hearing test. hearlng healthcare.

Book a complimentary hearing test today at 905.468.9176

Pauline Reimer Gibson
Audiologist
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Crocuses, tulips and other bulbs — oh my! Spring is here and the blooming bulbs are here with it. JOANNE YOUNG

Time for tulips and other bulbs

GROWING -
TOGETHER W

Joanne Young
Columnist

We are now in prime
bulb-blooming time. With
the cooler weather, the flow-
ers are lasting a bit longer.

All those bright colours
sure catch the eyes and let
you know that spring is
here.

Many of the smaller bulbs
such as snowdrops and
crocus (planted closer to the
surface) finished blooming.

The daffodils and grape
hyacinths are still in full
bloom and the tulips have
just begun showing off their
colours.

We still have the alliums,
fritillarias, camassias and
others yet to make their ap-
pearances.

Hopefully, we still have
a long bloom period ahead
of us.

So, once the bulbs have
finished blooming, what
happens to them next?

Usually, we just hack back
the leaves to get them out of
our way so that we can plant
our annuals.

As I always say though,
hacking is not a proper
horticultural term, so don’t
be too quick to get rid of the
leaves.

After the bulb has
bloomed, make sure you re-
move the seed head as soon
as the petals have fallen.

The seed head is what’s
left after the flower petals
have dropped.

If the seed heads remain
on the plant, all the plants
energy will go in to ripen-
ing the seed.

For a bulb, though, you
want all the energy (food)
to go back into the bulb —
making it ready for next
year’s flowers.

When cutting off the seed
head, remove the complete
flower stem, right back
down to the leaves.

This helps keep the plant
looking tidier without a
bunch of brown, dried stems
sticking up.

Let the leaves remain
there until they have com-
pletely turned yellow and
have gone dormant.

The leaves, while still
green, are still processing
sunlight into food, through
a process called photosyn-
thesis.

So even though our pur-
pose for growing the bulb
is the flower, the leaves play
a very important role of
providing food for the bulb,
ensuring that the bulb has
everything it needs to have
healthy blooms the follow-
ing year.

504 Line 2 Road, Virgil ON

As long as the leaves are
green, the food is still in the
leaf.

As soon as the leaves turn
yellow that indicates that
the food has now moved
down back into the bulb.

It is also at this time the
flower buds and leaves are
set for the next season.

If the leaves are cut off
prematurely it robs the bulb
of the food that it needs
resulting in smaller or no
flowers for the next year.

The more food that the
bulb receives, the bigger the
flowers will be.

To help feed the bulb you
can also be feeding after
blooming with a fertilizer
high in phosphorus such as
bonemeal.

Most hardy bulbs (spring
blooming bulbs) can be
left in the same spot in the
ground and will continue
to come up year after year,
giving you low mainte-
nance, reliable flowers.

Sometimes even bulbs
need a little help.

How often should you
divide bulbs? That really
depends on the flower.

As a rule, however, bulbs
should be divided when they
get so overcrowded that it’s
noticeable.

As bulbs grow, they’ll put
out little offshoot bulbs that
cluster around them.

As these offshoots get
bigger, the space that the
bulbs have to grow starts
to get too crowded, and the
flowers stop blooming as

vigorously.

If a patch of flowering
bulbs is producing mainly
leaves but not as many
flowers as it did in the past,
it means it is time to divide.
This is likely to happen
every three to five years.

When dividing bulb
plants, it’s important to wait
until the foliage dies back
naturally.

The bulbs need the foliage
to store up energy for next
year’s growth.

Once the leaves have died,
carefully dig up the bulbs
with a shovel.

Each larger parent bulb
should have several smaller
child bulbs growing off it.

Gently pry off these child
bulbs with your fingers.

Squeeze the parent bulb
— if it’s not squishy, it is
still healthy and can be
replanted.

Replant your parent
bulbs where they were and
relocate your child bulbs to
a new spot.

You can also store your
new bulbs in a dark, cool,
airy place until you’re ready
to plant them again in the
fall.

With just a little care,
spring flowering bulbs can
extend a month of interest in
your garden year after year.

Get out and enjoy the
beauty that bulbs provide.

Joanne Young is
a Niagara-on-the-

Lake garden expert and
coach. See her website
at joanneyoung.ca.

A global leader in

amplifon
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$1,049,900
LISTED BY: ANDREW PERRIE &
CRYSTAL SIMONS _

42 HOMESTEAD DRIVE
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
$2,149,900

LISTED BY: ANDREW PERRIE &
CRYSTAL SIMONS

& Yo sl B

\ 288 JOHNSON RD
DUNNVILLE
$949,900

LISTED BY: ANDREW PERRIE &
CRYSTAL SIMONS

17 LAS ROAD
SMITHVILLE

$1,898,900

LISTED BY: ANDREW PERRIE

1905 LAKESHORE RD
OLD TOWN
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

$1,799,000
LISTED BY: TEAM MAC
JESSIE & EVAN MACDONALD

$3,299,900
LISTED BY: ANDREW PERRIE &
CRYSTAL SIMONS

.

145 PAXTON LANE
ST. DAVIDS

$2,499,000
LISTED BY: ANDREW PERRIE

Vi

1559 YORK ROAD
ST. DAVIDS

$4,799,000
LISTED BY: TEAM MAC

JESSIE & EVAN MACDONALD
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4 FlRELANE 4B 527 MISSISSAGUA ST
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

$1,449,900 $1,599,000

LISTED BY: ANDREW PERRIE & LISTED BY: TEAM MAC
CRYSTAL SIMONS JESSIE & EVAN MACDONALD

1081 VANSICKLE RD N
ST. CATHARINES

$599,000
LISTED BY: TEAM MAC

JESSIE & EVAN MACDONALD

4 TULIP TREE ROAD
ST. DAVIDS

$2,099,900
LISTED BY: ANDREW PERRIE
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

18 MILTON RD
ST. CATHARINES

3879 PORTAGE RD
NIAGARA FALLS

TURN KEY BED & BREAKFAST
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MAC INC.

$1,299,900
LISTED BY: ANDREW PERRIE &
CLAUDIA YIU- LEE

i N = "‘-}
6 FRONTIER DRIVE

NIAGCARA-ON-THE-LAKE

$1,588,000

15 ACRES
LISTED BY: ANDREW PERRIE &

CRYSTAL SIMONS

3820 NUGENT ROAD
PORT COLBORNE

$5,490,000
LISTED BY: TEAM MAC
JESSIE & EVAN MACDONALD
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45 LAKEGATE DRIVE
STONEY CREEK

$3,489,999
LISTED BY: TEAM MAC
JESSIE & EVAN MACDONALD

6 FIRELANE 11A
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

REGISTER NOW FOR MAC INC'S CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT FOR
RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE HAMILTON

WEDNESDAY JUNE 5TH @ 3P M

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE GOLF CLUB:

PRIZE FOR MOST GLORIOUS DRESSED GOLFER

BBQ

143 FRONT ST

PRIME RIB DINNER
SILENT AUCTION & MORE!

IN SUPPORT OF RONALD

MCDONALD HOUSE CHARITIES
SOUTH CENTRAL ONTARIO

REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

REVEL.

SCAN HERE TO REGISTER AS A
SINGLE, FOURSOME OR SPONSOR A
HOLE !

MAC INC
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TnD ¥ FREE HOME EVALUATION %
J YT« nssociates CALL ANGELIKA TODAY!

LUXURY REAL ESTATE 905-468-8777

RARE OPPORTUNITY! VIEWS OF GOLF COURSE & LAKE ONTARIO | MAIN HOUSE PLUS COACH HOUSE APPROX 2879 TOTAL FINISHED SQ FT!
| $2,895,000 THOUSANDS IN RENOS | $1,599,000
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368 QUEEN ST, NIJAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

5 LOWER CANADA DR,
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

BOLDT BUILT CUSTOM LARGE BUNGALOW W/ STUNNING NEW STUNNINGLY RENOVATED BUNGALOW | HIGHLY DESIRABLE DEAD-
VERSACE INSPIRED LOWER LEVEL END STREET WITH VERY FEW HOUSES & LITTLE TRAFFIC

DAY, MAY 5TH 2-4 PM

5 PINE ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

MAIN FLOOR PRIMARY BEDROOM | CUSTOM BUILT HOME
$1,998,000

SEASONAL WATER VIEWS | 4 BED 2 BATH MULTI-LEVEL
$1,389,000
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4 MERITAGE LN, NIAGARA-ON-THE-

»
Z
Z ﬂ& ASSOCIATES

LUXURY REAL ESTATE
Angelika Zammit, Realtor®

214-4394 TO THE TEAM!
ENYA PASTIRIK

REALTOR®

Drop By Anytime and
Visit T !
alistglobally sit Our Team

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE 4810 W [SElEsaUEE S
GTA FOR 10 YEARS* Niagara-On-The-Lake
LARGE INDEPENDENT
BROKERAGE IN CANADA

*TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022, combined units sold.

CANADAS TOP WOMEN
ENTREFRINEURS




