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Wine industry could boost economy by $8B, report says

Somer Slobodian

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Niagara’s wine sector is
the key to bringing billions
of dollars of economic
benefits to the region, a new
report says.

The report, published last
week and available online
at uncorkontario.ca, says the
wine industry could bring an
additional $8 billion in gross
domestic product to the re-
gion over the next 25 years.

Excessive taxes, restric-
tions on distribution and

lack of government support
for the industry are among
the major concerns and
roadblocks to that happen-
ing, the report says.

John Peller, CEO of Pel-
ler Estates Winery and a
member of Wine Growers
Ontario, believes there are

no ifs, ands or buts about
it — Niagara’s wine sector
is the key, and if properly
supported, could open the
door to a world of economic
growth.

“I didn’t want this to be
rhetorical or speculative
— the reality is, it’s very

factual,” said Peller.

The report by Deloitte
Canada was commissioned
by Ontario Craft Winer-
ies, Tourism Partnership of
Niagara and Wine Grow-
ers Ontario. It looks at a

John Peller.

Continued on Page 4

Councillor
‘not
surprised’
by town’s
loss at land
tribunal

Evan Loree

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake is
on a losing streak at the
Ontario Land Tribunal and
some councillors are less
than shocked.

Coun. Erwin Wiens says
he was “not surprised” to
see the town return from the
tribunal empty-handed after
trying to recover $246,000
in legal fees from develop-
ment companies Solmar
Inc. and Two Sisters Resorts
Corp on June 19.

The heritage advocacy
group Save Our Rand Estate
(SORE) joined the town in
its case and was attempting
to recover $365,000 from
Benny Marotta’s companies.

Wiens said he can’t
remember the town “ever
winning a single (case)” at
the tribunal.

Continued on Page 5
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Menno Braam, a dry stone mason, is building the town’s new drystone waII gateway sign. Story on Page 3. EVAN LOREE
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New gateway takes shape

Drystone wall promises to be sturdier than brick and mortar
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Third Canadian case of oak wilt confirmed in NOTL

Somer Slobodian

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Oak wilt, the invasive tree
fungus that infects and kills
oak trees has been found in
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

It is the third known case
of oak wilt in Canada, after
one was found in Niagara
Falls and another in Spring-
water, Ont., near Barrie.

The town reported the
confirmed case in a news
release on July 10.
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Peninsula

Flooring Ltd.

13 Henegan Road | Virgil Business Park  (905)-468-2135

NOTL’s confirmed case
was found on a private
property near the border of
Niagara Falls, town spokes-
person Marah Minor said
in an email to The Lake
Report.

She wouldn’t release the

exact location, citing pri-
vacy concerns.

Oak wilt is a slow-moving
disease that, if able to pro-
liferate, can cause tree death
within one season.

It can be spread through
the movement of firewood,

root grafting beneath the
ground and sap-feeding
beetles.

While Coun. Sandra
O’Connor said she is unsure
of its exact location, she said

Continued on Page 3
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String of break-ins across NOTL has shop owners on edge

Brittney Marino, owner of Handmade Presence, stands in

front of her shop. The window behind her was smashed and
her till was stolen in a break-in. SOMER SLOBODIAN

Somer Slobodian

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Business owners in
Niagara-on-the-Lake are on
high alert after a series of
break-ins early last Wednes-
day morning.

Four small businesses
were among those hit during
the overnight early-morning
thefts: York Barber Lounge
in St. Davids, Handmade
Presence and the Garrison
House in the Garrison Vil-
lage plaza, and Bliss Aveda
Salon in Virgil.

Const. Barry Ravenek of
the Niagara Regional Police
confirmed officers were
investigating the four over-
night break-and-enters.

Businesses in the Gar-
rison Village plaza were
targeted around 4:49 a.m.,
according to security
footage from the Garrison
House.

Elizabeth Bruce from

York Barber Lounge said
the three security cameras
at her shop cut out at 5:47
a.m. and came back around
5:53 am.

The suspect’s face in the
video was fully covered and
the person was wearing a
light-coloured hoodie.

Ravenek said the male
suspect was wearing a black
hat, black bandana on his
face, grey hoodie with the
hood up, dark blue construc-
tion pants and gloves.

Brittney Marino from
Handmade Presence said it
looked like he was wear-
ing construction pants, with
reflective stripes.

In the break-in at York
Barber Lounge, the per-
son may have used a wifi
blocker to turn off the main
security cameras, said
Bruce.

Since the three main se-
curity cameras were out, she
said they don’t have footage
of the glass being shattered.

“The suspect is believed
to have used a glass-break-
ing tool to gain entry,”
Ravenek said.

But because the alarm
went off, another camera
near the door captured
video footage of the sus-
pect running in.

Marino said she was
a bit shaken up from the
incident.

She said the thief
smashed through her front
door window and climbed
in, tossed her $1,000 cash
register to the floor and
when he couldn’t get it
open, he took the whole
register.

He was in and out within
two minutes, she said.

Bruce said her window
also was smashed and
the cash register also was
stolen.

The thief was driving
a black car, possibly a
Mazda, she said.

Garrison House owner

Leigh Atherton said the
thief drove a black vehicle,
similar to an SUV.

She said the police told
her it could have been a
rental car.

She believes there were
two people involved in the
theft — one who broke
in and one who drove the
getaway car.

In 11 years of operating
this has never happened,
Atherton said.

Only $190 was stolen
from her till and nothing
else, but they “probably
caused about $3,000 worth
of damage,” she said.

Police dusted for finger-
prints, said Marino, but the
suspect wore gloves and
was careful.

“It’s very upsetting for
myself, my family, the
40-plus small businesses
within our store, and also
for the small business com-
munity as a whole,” Marino
said in a social media post.

MISSING IN ACTION: The first Victoria Cross, Lance Corp. Fred Fisher

In both world wars, there were men killed in action or
who died in service who had a connection with Niagara-
on-the-Lake but for various reasons were not commemo-
rated on either the memorial clock tower cenotaph in Old
Town or the Niagara Township war memorial in Queen-
ston. In some cases, they lived for only a brief time in
Niagara and had no family here when the monuments were
built. In other cases, they had lived near McNab, not then
part of NOTL or Niagara Township. While their names
are not read out at the ceremonies at these monuments on
Remembrance Day, they too should be remembered.

Ron Dale
Special to The Lake Report

The Victoria Cross is the
most important award for
outstanding valour in the
Commonwealth.

The simple bronze medal
was established by Queen
Victoria in 1856 to recog-
nize those who had shown
incredible acts of courage
“in the presence of the
enemy.”

Four VCs were given to
men from Canada prior
to Confederation, includ-
ing William Hall of Nova
Scotia, who was awarded
the medal in 1857. He was
the first Black recipient of
the medal.

Prior to the First World
War, six other Canadians
received the VC, five during
the Boer War and one in
the Sudan. A total of 73
Canadians won the medal in

the First World War and 16
in the Second World War.

In 1972, the Canadian
government withdrew the
eligibility of Canadians to
receive the VC, but this was
overturned in 1993 when a
Canadian VC was estab-
lished. It has not yet been
awarded.

One man associated with
Niagara-on-the-Lake was
awarded the VC for his
actions during the Second
Battle of Ypres in the First
World War. It was the first
VC given out during the
Great War.

Fred Fisher was the son
of bank accountant William
Fisher and Alice McGibbon.
He was born in St. Catha-
rines on Aug. 3, 1894, the
third of the four children of
William and Alice.

The family moved several
times and lived in Niagara-
on-the-Lake for a few years

Fred Fisher received the
Victoria Cross for his
actions during the Second
Battle of Ypres in the First
World War. SUPPLIED

when William managed the
Sovereign Bank of Canada
in town. Fred attended
school here before the
family moved to Montreal
before 1911.

When the First World
‘War broke out in 1914, he
was attending McGill Uni-

versity, studying engineer-
ing. Immediately, his oldest
brother Donald volunteered,
signing up on Aug. 28.

Fred followed Donald into
service, attesting to the 5th
Regiment, Royal Highland-
ers of Canada (the Black
Watch) on Sept. 23. Finally,
brother William joined up
on Nov. 14.

Shortly after enlisting,
Fred was assigned to the
13th (Royal Highlander)
Battalion, Canadian Expe-
ditionary Force. He arrived
in England on Oct. 15,

1914, and was sent to the
Canadian training camp on
Salisbury Plain.

He was shipped to France
on Feb. 9, 1915, and sent to
the front-line trenches in the
Ypres Salient near St. Julien
in Belgium in March.

The Royal Highlanders
manned trenches facing
German lines. To the left
of the Canadians, along
the line, were the troops of
the French 45th (Algerian)
Division.

In the late afternoon of
April 22, 1915, the Germans
released a cloud of chlorine
gas. This gas overcame the
French soldiers, suffocat-
ing many. The men of the
45th Division panicked and
abandoned their trenches,

leaving a long stretch of
front lines on the left of the
Canadians unprotected.

The gas attack was fol-
lowed by an assault by
waves of German infantry-
men, who threatened to
completely overrun Allied
trenches. They did not
reckon on the bravery of the
Canadians.

Canadian soldiers rede-
ployed to fill the gap left
by the French. Holding wet
handkerchiefs over their
mouths and noses, most
were able to avoid asphyxia-
tion from the poisonous gas.

The infantrymen rapidly
fired their rifles and ma-
chine-guns at the advancing
Germans while Canadian
gunners continued to fire
artillery at the enemy.

The Canadian artillery
guns were in danger of be-
ing overrun. Lance Corp.
Fred Fisher, now in charge
of a machine-gun squad,
took an exposed position
and covered the artillery-
men as they continued to
fire at the Germans.

He continued to cover
them as they pulled their
guns back to safety. Fish-
er’s position came under
heavy fire and four men in
his squad were killed, but
the guns were saved.

The following morning
the Germans resumed their
relentless attack on the out-
numbered Canadians, who
continued to stand firm.
Again, Fisher was front and
centre, positioning his ma-
chine-gun and continuing to
fire against overwhelming
odds. Finally, Fisher was cut
down by German fire.

For his actions in the
Battle of St. Julien, Fisher
was posthumously awarded
the Victoria Cross, the first
for a Canadian in that war.

His final resting spot re-
mains unknown. His name
is engraved on the Menin
Gate along with more than
56,000 Commonwealth
soldiers who have no known
grave.

Fred Fisher, V.C., is com-
memorated in Memorial
Park in St. Catharines and at
the Black Watch Armoury
in Montreal.

On the heels of our 53-
part “Monuments Men”
series, which exhaustively
documented the story of ev-
ery soldier commemorated
on the town’s two ceno-
taphs, Ron Dale’s “Missing
in Action” stories profile
Niagara-on-the-Lake sol-
diers who died in wartime
but are not listed on the
town’s monuments.

'.Q-t y

“HIRING KITCHEN STAF

‘Serving Fresh Asian-Fusion Cuisine In a Cozy Atmosphere

RESTAUJRANT
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Progress

Evan Loree

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

At five feet tall, it’s no
Great Wall of China, but
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s new
gateway to the heritage
district hopes to impress
visitors all the same.

Dry stone mason Menno
Braam, who is building the
wall, says he guarantees
his work, when complete,
should outlast any wall
stuck together with mortar.

Braam is a certified mem-
ber of the Dry Stone Wall-
ing Association of Great
Britain, a UK-based charity
which advances education
on the ancient trade of dry
stone walling.

Construction on the
gateway started this spring
at the corner of Mississauga
and Queen streets.

The project, which
has been in the planning
stages for more than three
years, is budgeted at nearly
$265,000.

This gateway will wel-
come people into the Old
Town with large letters
reading “Heritage District.”

The wall is going to be
about two feet thick at the
base, tapering upwards to
a width of 14 inches. The
wider base prevents it from
leaning over and falling
down over time.

“That’s just always how
they should be built,”
Braam said.

made on town’s new gateway
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Menno Braam's drystone wall will be about five feet high when completed. EVAN LOREE

He cuts each stone by
hand with a hammer and
chisel.

It takes a level of preci-
sion that Braam, a trades-
man of 20 years, said comes
with lots of practice.

After that, he said it’s about
choosing stones that will of-
fer the least resistance.

Braam said the reason
dry stone walls last so long
is because of the interlac-
ing technique used to build
them.

Walls built with brick
and mortar form a solid
piece after the mortar
dries, which put them at a
disadvantage as the earth
underneath them shifts over
time.

Dry stone walls, on the
other hand, are able to flex
with the movement of the
ground below because they
are made up of freely mov-
ing pieces.

“Picture a stack of
books on something that’s

breathing,” Braam ex-
plained.

“If it’s locked together
with mortar, then that can
crack over time,” he said.

The risk of cracking is
diminished, however, if the
stack can move with the
earth.

Gerald Kowalchuk, whose
donation is funding the
wall’s construction, told
The Lake Report in April
that he’s hopeful the project
will be completed this year.

People encouraged to look for signs of oak wilt

Continued from Front Page

it was found near to the site
of the first confirmed case
in Niagara Falls.

She said the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency is
leading the investigation.

“The CFIA is currently
working with property
owners in the affected
area to conduct surveys of
neighbouring oak trees for
oak wilt disease,” agency
spokesperson Jason Grif-
fin said in an email.

He wouldn’t be more spe-
cific about where the fungus
was found.

O’Connor said she’s glad
it’s not close to the Chautau-
qua area, which is home to
numerous oak trees.

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an Audiologist with over 20 years of experience who loves
helping people of all ages in the community. Julia Dick is the Front Office Coordinator

“All of our oak trees
are important, but there’s
just so many concentrated
in that particular area, it
would be absolutely devas-
tating,” she said.

The Canadian Food In-
spection Agency is encourag-
ing residents to inspect their
trees and look for signs of
oak wilt, including dull green,
brown or yellow leaves,
cracks in the trunk, white,
grey or black fungus, and
early and sudden leaf drop.

Residents are also being
told not to prune oak trees
between April and Novem-
ber and are being asked not
to move firewood.

Suspected cases of oak
wilt can be reported to the
agency online.

Oak wilt on leaves. INVASIVE SPECIES CENTRE
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Better support and fewer taxes are among changes urged

Continued from Front Page

collection of key industries
in Niagara and the role the
wine sector plays in benefit-
ing surrounding industries.

It also examines how the
wine industry has fuelled
economic growth in other
parts of the world.

To do that, Deloitte
researched leading wine re-
gions around the world, like
Kelowna, B.C., Italy and
France, to better grasp best
practices used and the role
wine plays in each area’s
economy and the economic
benefits the sector provides.

“The essential premise
of that report is to under-
stand the role a truly quality
premium wine region can
play as a catalyst in growing
the related economies that it
supports,” said Peller.

Not only does Niagara
supply 80 per cent of
Canada’s wine and grape
production, Niagara is one
of the only regions in the
world where premium wine
grapes grow, thanks to its
microclimate conditions.

The report argues that
a supported wine sector
would, in turn, benefit a
group of industries the
report calls the “Niagara
Cluster,” nestled within the
region — such as hospital-
ity, tourism, arts and cul-
ture, and the entertainment
industry.

Given that Niagara-on-
the-Lake has more than 50
wineries and draws millions
of tourists each year, sup-
porting the wine industry
would have a positive im-
pact on the little town, those
in the industry argue.

“We have this incred-
ible opportunity to build a
preeminent destination for
wine, food and culture,”
said Peller. “Let’s go, let’s
doit.”

Aaron Dobbin, president
of Wine Growers Ontario,
said while people come here
to visit the wineries, they
often head into Old Town
for a show at the Shaw
Festival or to visit some
shops, maybe eat dinner at
a restaurant and then end up
at one of NOTL’s hotels or
bed and breakfasts.

“That’s the beauty of the
Niagara Cluster: it is really
economy-wide,” he said.

Niagara’s wine industry
is the spark, but “the effects

will be felt across the entire
economy,” he added.

Among others, the Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake Museum,
the Niagara Pumphouse
Arts Centre and the Niagara
Jazz Festival could see the
benefits of a well-supported
wine industry, said NOTL
Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa.

“It’s time we leverage
the assets that we have in
Niagara,” he said in an
interview.

Zalepa noted that the
construction industry also
could indirectly benefit.

“There would be infra-
structure required for this,
there would be investments
in capital building property,
and that kind of stuff would
drive jobs in construction,”
he said.

He added that it could
bring more homes and
people to the area as well
as jobs.

There’s also a business
opportunity in Niagara that
isn’t found in many other
jurisdictions, said Anthony
Annunziata, president
of Tourism Partnership
Niagara — they can hold
meetings in vineyards, cel-
lars and estates rather than

at hotels and conference
centres.

Kelowna, B.C., and Napa
Valley in California are ex-
amples cited in the report of
cluster regions that used the
wine sector to successfully
boost economic growth.

We have this
incredible
opportunity
to build a
preeminent
destination for
wine, food and
culture. Let’s go,
let’s do it.”

JOHN PELLER
CEQ, PELLER ESTATES WINERY

If Niagara had the same
growth as Kelowna, “it is
estimated that investment
in the Niagara regional
economy would have been
$4 billion more between
2009 and 2019,” the report
says.

Countries such as France,
Italy and Spain that have
among the most success-

ful tourism and hospitality
economies in the world,
according to the World
Tourism Organization, are
premium wine regions, said
Peller.

Those nations have used
their wine industry to grow
world-class tourism destina-
tions, he said.

“They know why they
have the number one, two
and three tourism regions in
the world because of wine,
food and culture,” said
Peller.

Niagara has it all here
and Peller wants people to
recognize that.

“We want to be as good
as the best in the world be-
cause our wines are as good
as the best in the world,” he
said.

However, Ontario falls
short in a few areas where
other places shine, Peller
and Dobbin argued.

Other regions are “ag-
gressively supporting their
agricultural and wine
industries as a catalyst to
drawing world destination
travellers,” Peller said.

In Ontario, there are chal-
lenges preventing Niagara’s
unique wine region from

flourishing — taxation and
distribution being top of the
list, Dobbin said.

“(In) our industry, we pay
about $970 million in taxes
and markups to various
levels of government and
the LCBO,” he said.

Ontario wine producers,
said Peller, pay some of the
highest taxes in the world.

“I can tell you the reason
is because, instead of our
policy leadership coming
from agriculture or tourism,
it came from the lottery and
gaming commission: people
who are in charge of sin
taxes,” said Peller.

“Sin taxes” are charged
on goods seen as undesir-
able or harmful, and alcohol
is on the list along with
gambling and tobacco.

The federal government
puts the wine industry
under the same umbrella
as gambling, cannabis and
tobacco, rather than con-
sidering it agricultural, said
Annunziata.

“So let’s start there, feder-
ally, let’s recognize it as an
agricultural industry,” he
said.

Peller said places such
as Spain, Italy, France

and Australia, “not only

do they not tax them, they
also provide subsidies to
them to ensure that they’ll
invest capital and grow their
region.”

He said Ontario should
have changed its poli-
cies around taxing the
wine industry many years
ago. “I've told people, half
tears in my eyes, like, why
has it taken us this long to
get there?”

Zalepa said reducing the
taxes doesn’t mean cutting
overall revenue.

“The opportunity is to
grow the business such that
the taxes generated from
the growth are going to far
outweigh any of the small
taxes generated in the short
term,” he said.

Distribution of Ontario
wine is also a huge road-
block for the province’s
wine producers, since it
has to be done through the
LCBO and faces strict rules
on inter-provincial trade.

Wineries in other parts
of Canada, like British
Columbia, Manitoba, Prince
Edward Island and Nova
Scotia can directly de-
liver wine to customers and
retailers across the country
— a luxury Ontario doesn’t
have.

Peller said Ontario has the
same market shares as it did
30 years ago and the LCBO
is more focused on promot-
ing imported wine than
domestic vintages.

Imported wines represent
about 75 per cent of total
LCBO wine sales, accord-
ing to the province.

Regions like British
Columbia, Australia and the
United States have domestic
market shares by volume
of 47, 82 and 60 per cent,
respectively.

The report notes that if
Ontario’s market share by
sales matched B.C’s, the
provincial economy would
receive upward of $800 mil-
lion in additional GDP over
a 10-year span.

Focusing on dominating
Ontario’s domestic market
share is one of the steps for-
ward in supporting the wine
sector, Deloitte said.

Annunziata said the
next step is allowing the
government to absorb
this information so it can
hopefully start making the
changes called for.

estate winery

konzelmann

/

... SUMMER SIPS

Step into Summer at Konzelmann Estate Winery! Enjoy a flight of seasonal
wine cocktails paired with your very own charcuterie board. ONLY $35/PERSON

Visit konzelmann.ca for details.
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Harley tricks at Clare’s

Thursday bike night at Clare’s Harley Davidson in Glendale featured a Harley-Davidson
motorcycle stunt show performance by the Highway Heathens Crooked Clubhouse Team.
Riders were doing wheelies and riding through flames. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Mayor disappointed in ruling against town

Continued from Front Page

“For the last five years
I’ve always been saying I
would rather communicate
than litigate,” the deputy
lord mayor said.

Wiens argued that the
Ontario Land Tribunal has a
tendency to rule in favour of
developers, and towns should
do their best to resolve land
development disputes on the
municipal level.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
shared the same view.

“It’s always disappointing
when that kind of decision
goes against what the town
was hoping to do,” Zalepa
said.

Like Wiens, Zalepa
stressed the need to work
together with community
members.

He said before the new
council took office, “no
communication avenues”
were open between Solmar
and the town.

Coun. Sandra O’Connor
said from her perspective,
Solmar was not treated any
differently from other devel-
opers but stressed she was
not privy to the day-to-day
contact between town staff

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa. EVAN LOREE

and the developer.

Zalepa acknowledged
though that not all parties
in a dispute will play by the
same rules or co-operate
with each other.

“Sometimes you’re not
able to bring 100 per cent of
people on board,” he said.

“And, at the end of the
day, councils need to make
decisions that are tough,” he
added.

The decision to designate
properties on the Rand
Estate as heritage assets
was made in 2018 under the
former council.

It was a controversial de-
cision and led to a barrage
of legal fees, the subject of
much criticism during the
2022 election.

As of April 2023, NOTL
chief administrator Marnie
Cluckie estimates the town
has spent $1.6 million in
legal fees fighting Solmar.

The town spent $25,000
to register the back half of
the Rand Estate under the
Heritage Act.

Solmar objected to the
town’s move and took the
dispute to the tribunal for
settling.

After almost three years
of preparing for the hearing,
the developer dropped the
case in 2021, five weeks be-
fore the date of the hearing.

Tribunal vice-chair David
Lanthier rejected the town’s
argument that this move
amounted to an abuse of
process, calling it “reason-

able, legitimate and not an
abuse of process” in his
decision.

Cluckie pointed out that
the tribunal sets a high
bar for people looking to
recover legal fees in land
disputes.

“The town thought that
in the circumstances of
this case, the case met the
threshold. The Ontario
Land Tribunal disagreed,”
she said.

She called the loss “unfor-
tunate” but added it “wipes
the slate clean” for staff,
which can now focus on the
goals of the current council.

O’Connor, who also sat
on the previous council,
said she was in favour of
the town’s decision for the
historical designation of the
old structures on the back
half of the Rand Estate.

“They’re worthy of being
preserved,” O’Connor said.

“If we do not stand up for
our heritage here we will
lose the character of the
town,” she added.

The future of the build-
ings on the back half of the
Rand Estate hinges on an-
other hearing at the tribunal
scheduled for March 2024.

Hear Better
Niagara

Niagara-on-the-Lake
1630 Niagara Stone Rd.
905-468-4999

100% Independent
& Locally Owned

Payment Plans
Available

Call us today to book your
complimentary hearing test
905-468-4999
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8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily
672 Lakeshore Rd., NOTL | 905-651-4232

This week: Cherries, raspberries, peonies,
garlic, onions & potatoes

Proud to support
local news!
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% z MPP Niagara Falls proudly

representing Niagara-on-the-Lake
@ 905-357-0681
Have an
opmion YOU.

want heard:

The Lake Report welcomes your letters to the editor.
Please, write early and often. Letters ideally should be
under 400 words long. Occasionally, longer letters may
be published. All letters may be edited for conciseness,
accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your full
name, street address and a daytime telephone number
so that authorship can be authenticated. Only names and
general addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be
published. Send your letters to editor@niagaranow.com
or drop them by our office at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.

UPPER CANADA
NATIVE ART

=i

FINE COLLECTIBLES BY THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND

WWW.UPPERCANADANATIVEART.COM | 905-468-6464 | 109 QUEEN ST.
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Julia Sacco
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Over two centuries after
the Act to Limit Slavery
was introduced right here
in Niagara-on-the-Lake,
young Black creatives are
showcasing the progress
that has been made.

Fifteen-year-old honours
student Tamiya Cox has
been deeply involved in
music her entire life, begin-
ning her musical theatre
training in the Grade 4.

At Sunday’s celebration
of the 230th anniversary
of the Act to Limit Slav-
ery, Cox sang Rihanna’s
“Lift Me Up” at Voices of
Freedom Park, along with
a song about Chloe Cooley
written by Barbara Worthy
specifically for the anniver-
sary.

Cox said she and her vo-
cal coach worked closely to
choose which song would
be appropriate for the
celebration and landed on
Rihanna’s track for both its
powerful message and how
it complemented her vocal
range.

at abolition celebration

“I’ve sung the song since
it came out because I loved
it so much. I love Rihanna
and I love the message it
sends,” she said.

Cox also shared the
honour of being able to
tell Cooley’s story through
art.

Cooley was the cata-
lyst for the formation of
the Act to Limit Slavery,
which came into law on
July 9, 1793, prohibiting
the importation of new
slaves into Upper Canada.

Cooley was abducted
and taken across the Niag-
ara River by her enslaver
in March 1793 to be sold
in the United States.

However, by screaming
and fighting to get away,
her abduction was wit-
nessed by multiple people,
bringing its attention to
the executive council of
Upper Canada and leading
to the act’s creation.

“Knowing Chloe and
her story and her struggle
and being the one to
represent her and feel her
in the song, it was a major
deal,” Cox said.

Growing up in Niagara,
she explained that show-
casing Black artistry and
excellence while honour-
ing history is important.

“In elementary school
especially, there was not a
lot of Black representation
in my life,” she said.

In Grades 7 and 8, her
class was assigned to do
TED Talks on topics of
their choice.

“The first year I did slav-
ery and the Act to Abolish
Slavery and I educated my
very predominantly white
school,” she said.

The following year, Cox
presented on the Black
Lives Matter movement.

“I’ve kind of taken it
upon myself — because my
community is so small — to
be an activist and to be a
voice for the Black com-
munity,” she said.

The hour-long celebra-
tion also featured words
from artist and CFL
running back Wayne
Moore, who presented a
piece of artwork inspired
by Cooley, which will be
on display at the NOTL

i
Fifteen-year-old honours student Tamiya Cox shared her gift of music with all attendees at
Voices of Freedom Park on Sunday. Dozens of people came together in celebration of the
Act to Limit Slavery’s 230th anniversary. JULIA SACCO

Tours, Black scholar and
NOTL Museum representa-
tive Jan King-Watson, MP
Tony Baldinelli and Shan-
non Mitchell, on behalf of
MPP Wayne Gates.

The Chloe Cooley
“Bound and Determined”
exhibition is on at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Mu-
seum until Nov. 13.

Museum, before joining its
permanent collection.
Moore said that he
usually prefers to let his
work speak for itself: The
painting, depicting Cooley
holding two flowers — the
African daisy and the
primrose — is meant to
symbolize her wisdom,
strength, determined

attitude, positivity and
courage.

“I wanted to give Chloe
Cooley her flowers,” Moore
said during the presenta-
tion.

Other guests included
Shaw Festival musician Jer-
emiah Sparks, Lord Mayor
Gary Zalepa, Rochelle
Bush of Harriet Tubman

MICHELLE REYNOLDS, BROKER
@ DIRECT: 905 401 .8874
MICHELL F@ROVAI LEPAGE.CA

1213 CONCESSION 6, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE - $1,850,000

Introducing a one-of-a-kind 4 bedroom country estate unrivalled in privacy and luxury. This stunning property is now being offered to the buyer who appreciates the ultimate dream of owning in one of the most coveted towns in southern Ontario. A sophisticated farm
home that embraces breathtaking vineyard views and open spaces. In-law potential with separate walkout . This residence features quality craftsmanship throughout, with flawless attention to detail at every turn. Thisis lifestyle and luxury in the heart of wine country.

125 QUEEN ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

25 DUMFRIES STREET, QUEENSTON - $1,150,000 |

5RED HAVEN DRIVE, ST. DAVIDS - $1,450, OOO |
This stunning bungalow offers everything you could want and more, from one Ievel I|V|ng toa sparkllng pool and covered upper deck with breathtaking views, and no rear neighbours. As you step inside,
you will be struck by the elegant design throughout the home. With over 2,500 square feet of finished living space on both levels this luxury bungalow is the perfect place for you to sit back and relax.

o -

MICHELLE REYNOLDS?2

1

el
This gorgeous fully updated bungalow in the charming historical village of Queenston! With its modern mid-century design and breathtaking views of Brock's Monument and the Escarpment, this home offers a perfect blend of luxury,
comfort and functlonallty With over 1600 square feet of finished living space, this 3 bed , 3 bath bungalow offers ample room for comfortable living. Wlth its modern feel and stunning finishes, this home is sure to impress.

i

~ ROYAL LEPAG
N

iy, Brok

LUXURYNIAGARAREALESTATE COM
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* Blue heron takes flight _

A blue heron takes off at a pond at Line 9 and Concession 3 roads. He hangs out there daily
for several hours fishing amongst the reeds. He's all stealth. Narrow. Steady. Invisible to the

fish. Until he strikes. He has long slender legs but yet huge claws, for stability. FRANK HAYES

Virgil teen’s bridge status app tops the charts

Somer Slobodian

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

After his story gained
thousands of hits on social
media, a Virgil teen’s
Welland Canal bridge
status app shot to the top
of the travel charts on the
App Store.

Between The Lake
Report and Niagara Now’s
Facebook accounts, the
article, “Virgil teen beats
the bridge,” reached an as-
tounding 129,847 people on
Facebook — and counting.

The owner and creator
of the app, Steven She-
lestowsky, said more than
700 people have purchased
the 99-cent app, Niagara
Bridges, since last week,
putting his app in the num-
ber one spot in the travel
category on the App Store.

“It’s weird, but cool,” he
told The Lake Report, add-
ing that it’s not something
he expected.

His app is a convenient
way for people to see real-
time information on the
lift bridges.

For those curious, She-
lestowsky gets his data
from the Great Lakes St.

i

2%l

4%,

More than 700 people have purchased Steven Shelestowsky's Niagara Bridges iPhone app
since The Lake Report's story about it last week. SOMER SLOBODIAN

Lawrence Seaway System.

Given the app’s niche
target demographic, he
said he wonders what
would happen if he created
an app geared to a larger
audience.

“Imagine how many
people I could get,” he
said.

He said he’s had his
hands full answering
emails and even decided
to update the app to make
the bridge name selection
easier for customers.

Originally, he was going
to wait to update the app
in September, when Apple
launches its latest operating

system update, but he felt it
necessary to do it sooner.

“Although I’ve gotten
emails with questions, I've
also gotten emails from
people just like, ‘Oh, I
think this is really cool,” ”
he said.

“That’s been really nice
to see.”

Chapel Choir of Christ’s College

— CAMBRIDGE —

A Celebration
of Choral Music

Montreal

Valleyfield -
Pembroke gt ﬁ Pova
Ottawa gﬁrﬁ &
Brockyville q - - =i}
Picton
Kingston
Port Hope
Barrie
Toronto
Brampton
Oakville
Hamilton
Niagara

-__-:L

St. Andrew’s, Niagara-on-the-Lake
July 25 at 7 p.m.

Tickets $25 on the door (cash only)

cambridgechoir.co.uk

'St. Andrew's NOTL

b’ vacation bible
camp

“l am fearfully and wonderfully made
Psalm 139:14

WHY YOU'LL LOVEIT

W Free
W Arts & Crafts
¥ Games
¥ Music
¥ Bible Study
August 14 - 18, 2023

gam-3pm
323 Simcoe St, Niagara-on-the-Lake

SIGN UP AND REGISTER NOW

AT STANDREWSNOTL@GMAIL.COM
OR 905-468-3363

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Send a letter to the editor to

editor@niagaranow.com

DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES

OPTOMETRY
Sight for Life

Did you know that July is UV Safety Month? Protect Your Eyes and Embrace UV
Safety! With summer at its peak now is the perfect time to shed light on the
importance of safequarding our eyes from harmful UV rays.

NOTL: 905-468-8002 | 358 Mary St.
St. Catharines: 905-682-9119 | 8 Secord Dr.

www.theeyedoc.ca

Did you know that
July is UV Safety
Month?
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All about
the pies

at annual

Cherry
Festival

Somer Slobodian

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Getting one of the famous Y . & . .
homemade cherry pies , - i : : £ 5708
at Niagara-on-the-Lake’s e S '- : : 3 GALLERY
annual Cherry Festival
requires precise planning —
and setting an early alarm.

Niagara Falls resident
Barbara Perault says she
was never one of the fortu-

See more pictures
at niagaranow.com

| Left: Judy MacLachlan sells fresh cherries at the Niagara-on-the-Lake Cherry Festival last Saturday. Right: People were lined up an hour early to make
nate ones to go home witha  gyre they got their hands on one of the 749 cherry pies. The pies are a famous staple of the annual festival and sold out in an hour. SOMER SLOBODIAN
pie — until this year.

At 10:02 a.m. on Satur- The fresh pies usually sell served with ice cream. in the spring, they were kept  she said, however, she However, Burroughs was
day at St. Mark’s Anglican out quickly — on Saturday, Perault said in prior years  frozen in St. Davids, then added that she wouldn’t be also selling his own frozen
Church, Perault was the last  they were gone a little over she was only able to enjoy brought back to the church shocked if there were close meals at the festival —
person to get a ticket for a an hour into the six-hour one of the single slices of the day before the festival to 100 volunteers overall. something he does all year
freshly baked pie. festival. pie sold at the festival. and divided up into the Coun. Gary Burroughs — called “Meals by Gary.”

“I'm so excited. I feel like This year’s Cherry Fes- Diane Turner, chair of the  freshly baked and frozen was one of those helpers: When it comes to the
I won the lottery,” she said tival had 749 pies all made pie-making contingent, has selling categories. he was stationed under one Cherry Festival, Burroughs
with a big smile. during four sessions in been volunteering with the Turner said the baking of the tents selling cherries said the festival is the com-

To ensure they got one or  April and May by a group church’s festival for 12 years  takes up a lot of time and from Quiet Acres Farms. munity.
two of the $22 pies, many of dedicated volunteers and said she enjoys the time  effort, so 749 pies is the most “It brings us, first of all, “It’s a local thing, sure.
people lined up on the from the church. she spends baking the pies. they’ll probably ever make. all together. And there’s There’s lots of visitors and
sidewalk along Byron Street The pies are split into “We make it a point to There were 25 volun- nothing better than a little that’s fine, but more impor-
for nearly an hour before the  three groups: freshly baked, = make it fun,” she said. teers at the festival assist- stress to get people forced tantly, this is community,”
gates opened at 9 a.m. frozen and individual slices After the pies were baked  ing Turner with the pies, to work together,” he said. he said.

“Getsyour nome. NQTICED!

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

720 Lincoln Avenue 6A Circle Street 25 Kenmir Avenue
4 Bedroom - 3 Bath - $3,299,900 3 Bedroom - 3 Bath - $1,399,900 3 Bedroom - 4 Bath - $1,799,900

*1 Real Estate Team~ *1 RE/MAX Team Canada’
*1 on Google Trends™ *2 RE/MAX Team Worldwide

*1 in Client Service” *2 on Toronto Real Estate Board"

*1 in Web Traffic” Million-dollar marketing system!
RE/MAX

FREE HOME EVALUATION! gk
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*Rob Golfi, Sales Representative. **Based on unit sales and $ volume of closed tra n RAHB Jan 1, 2020 - Dec 31,2021, *** Source: Google Trends and Google Revi tSource: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team
Residential, 2022. Hs REDATUMAg lby nits — listing and s alin ng cmb dp erformance in TRREB Jan 1- June 30, 2022. RE/MAXE pmetG olfi Realty Inc. E okerage. Idp ndently owned and operated.
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Adventurer taught friends, tamily to live for today

Evan Loree

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

He lived like tomorrow
was no promise and each
day was a gift.

Niagara-on-the-Lake na-
tive Liam Neumann leaves
behind the legacy of a fiery
hopeful who was always
trying to change the world.
He was 34.

And his family and
friends remember the fire-
haired ginger as a happy-
go-lucky globetrotter who
marched to the beat of his
own drum.

Waiting for the call on
Tuesday afternoon to see
if a body found in Twelve
Mile Creek was that of
her missing son, Barbara
Worthy said what she’s been
saying since he vanished
June 25.

“I’'m breaking.”

Worthy has described the
loss of her son as “a horror
movie that doesn’t stop.”

A body pulled from the
creek on Canada Day was
identified as Neumann 10
days later.

Worthy was frustrated by
the long wait, saying her
son should have been easily
identified by the surgical
screws in his head, the
result of a snowboarding
accident he had when he
was 14.

His lifelong friend, Jordan
Meyer, said his memory of
the accident was “foggy,”
but he remembers that Neu-
mann needed a steel plate
and a couple of screws put
in to repair a skull fracture.

“He was a tough kid,
man.”

Funeral arrangements

Liam Neumann and his dog Brody were two peas in a pod. He brought him on his travels
to Africa and lost his life trying to save him from a raft. SUPPLIED

are being handled by
Morgan Funeral Home in
NOTL.

In conversations with
The Lake Report, Worthy
could only speak for a few
minutes before breaking
into tears.

In her own words, she
“can’t quite grasp it all yet.”

“He was always an adven-
turer. We travelled every-
where together, and he was
my best travel partner ever.”

Meyer said Neumann and
Worthy had just returned
from a two-week trip to
British Columbia where
they were visiting family.

He was “fearless,” Wor-
thy and Meyer agree.

Neumann moved to the
Ivory Coast in West Africa
after graduating from the

University of Waterloo in
2016 with a master’s in
international development.

While overseas, he
worked for the African De-
velopment Bank Group to
deliver safe food and clean
drinking water to vulner-
able communities, Meyer
said.

“He was always out there
just trying to make the
world a better place.”

Neumann returned to
Canada just before the
start of the pandemic after
contracting malaria, Meyer
said.

In the months leading
up to his death, he was
between jobs and living on
his own in an apartment in
St. Catharines.

Neumann and Meyer

grew up close friends right
out of the crib.

The two often played on
the same sports teams and
attended the same schools,
first Parliament Oak and
then Niagara District Sec-
ondary School.

After graduating high
school, Meyer had his first
of four children and Neu-
mann went to the University
of Guelph to get his under-
graduate degree in interna-
tional development.

They didn’t talk too much
about Neumann’s profes-
sional life as they got older,
but Connor Crickmore,
who also grew up with
Neumann, said he was one
smart cookie.

“He was really smart and
definitely demonstrated

that at Guelph University,”
Crickmore said in an email.
He pointed out that Neu-
mann was on the dean’s list
at Guelph.
Crickmore remembers
growing up and hanging

around town with Neumann.

“He was always trying
to make others around him
smile and laugh,” he said.

Meyer and Worthy said
the same of the ginger go-
getter.

In a moment of levity,
Worthy described her son
as a “good-bad boy” and
“extremely funny.”

For Meyer, there was
something about the rela-
tionship between the mother
and son he’ll never forget.

“I’'m gonna miss him
for his mom,” Meyer said,
recalling “the way that
she would smile when he
walked into the room.”

“I got four kids. When
they walk into the room my
eyes light up too.”

Meyer feels a connection
to Worthy as well, describ-
ing her as his “second
mom.”

When he was about nine,
Meyer’s parents got di-
vorced and he took shelter
from the turmoil at Neu-
mann’s home.

“It was nice. It was com-
forting to have someone like
Liam,” he said. “He knew
how it was and how it felt.”

Worthy and her husband
Ron Neumann had divorced
when the boys were about
five, Meyer said.

Meyer remembers most
how they bonded over
sports, spending hours play-
ing basketball together.

“He always won. He was
way better,” he said.

In 2000, before they went
off to high school, they
played on a hockey team
together and won a tourna-
ment in Buffalo, with Meyer
on defence and Neumann
playing forward.

“This is going back like
23 years, right,” Meyer said,
guessing he was about 12 at
the time.

Over the last seven
years, Neumann had been
inseparable from his dog
Brody and the day he went
missing, he was rafting with
Brody in the St. Catharines
creek.

They came upon rough
waters where the creek
bends near Hillcrest Avenue
in St. Catharines.

After paddling toward
shore and climbing out,
Meyer said Neumann got
out to pull the raft the rest
of the way.

In the process he lost the
raft and slipped in trying to
retrieve the raft and his dog.

“He loved his dog more
than the world,” Meyer said.
“They travelled all over the
world.”

When Neumann moved to
West Africa after university,
Brody went with him.

Like Neumann, Brody is a
“feisty” little guy, protective
of his companion.

Meyer said he’d heard
stories of Brody scaring
off crocodiles and lions
while the two camped out in
Africa.

“They just had such a
great connection.”

Meyer said you learn a lot
about yourself when some-
one you care about dies.

“Tomorrow isn’t prom-
ised. Live today, for today,”
he said.

Faces new and old come out

for Village’s 25th birthday

Julia Sacco
The Lake Report

The allure of living in the
Village community wasn’t
quite as strong 25 years ago,
with the patch of land off
Niagara Stone Road a far
cry from the development
that stands today.

The first resident of the
Village, Shirley Rock,
moved in back in 1998 and
hasn’t left since.

At the community’s 25th
anniversary celebration in
Dietsch Park on Tuesday,
Rock came out along with
other original residents to
indulge in conversation —
and cake.

For Rock, the most allur-

ing part of the community
25 years ago was the prom-
ise of new urbanism.

She told The Lake Re-
port that after watching a
program on TV about it all
those years ago, she took
the opportunity to be part of
something she never experi-
enced growing up.

Danny Pehar moved to
Niagara-on-the-Lake from
Mississauga around a year
ago, choosing the Village
for its close-knit community
feel amid the beauty and
culture of NOTL.

“When you walk down
the street and say hi to
people, you know them and
they know who you are,” he
said.

When it comes to what
has changed most in over
two decades, one of the
original residents Warren
Fraser summed it up.

“There’s a little bit of mud
now. There was lots of mud
before,” he joked.

And it is true — more
development is under way,
said John Hawley, the
builder behind it all.

“I’'m not letting out any
secrets today,” said Hawley.

“I think everyone will be
thrilled and it’ll be a beauti-
ful ending to crescendo
what we’ve done.”

Along with words from
Village Community As-
sociation president Ardeth
Staz, Lord Mayor Gary

First residents Sally Harmer, Eleanor Wilkie and Shirley Rock reminisced about their time

in the Village and how things have changed over 25 years. JULIA SACCO

Zalepa and Hawley, a
donation was made to
Rising Angels charity, an
organization that supports
women who have been
affected by commercial

sexual exploitation.

The $1,300 donation was
In honour of Hawley’s late
wife Liz, who played a key
role in the development of
the Village.

“She was as instrumen-
tal in this as I was. We
discussed everything and
reviewed everything togeth-
er,” said Hawley. “We would
not be here without Liz.”
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it forward

The Pilliterri family presented Red Roof Retreat with a $7,000 cheque on Tuesday. The money was raised at Joe
Pillitteri's comedy night held on June 10 during the 30th anniversary celebration of Pillitteri Estates Winery. From
left: Red Roof program co-ordinator Christa Rawsthorne, agency founder Steffanie Bjorgan, Joe Pillitteri, and
Connie Slingerland and Lucy Friesen from the winery. SUPPLIED
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Editor-In-Chief

The Lake Report isn’t
shy about its advocacy for
human rights or its sup-
port of Pride month and the
LGBTQ+ community.

Every year we transform
our masthead into rainbow
colours in June. We also
turn it purple for Interna-
tional Women’s Day and
have included banners to
honour Indigenous month.

They are simple gestures,
but mean a lot to marginal-
ized groups who, to this
day, are still fighting to be
equally accepted.

In recent weeks, vari-
ous letters have arrived
that have been filled with
misguided, ignorant and
outdated views on Pride and
what the month represents.

Arguments such as, “We
shouldn’t honour Pride
month when veterans only
get Remembrance Day,” or
“Gay people are already
accepted,” or perhaps the
strangest argument, that
“NOTL is accepting to gays
because the Shaw Festival
exists.”

The letter writers aren’t
being satirical, they really
believe what they are say-
ing. And they care enough
about what happens in
someone else’s bedroom or
how the community recog-

Critorial
Regarding rants about rainbows

nizes marginalized groups
that they write to us.

And in a few cases we
have published their com-
ments to shine a light on
some of the viewpoints
from our community. (To
be clear, we are not point-
ing the finger at every letter
writer, so please don’t mis-
construe this.)

Unfortunately, many of
these views fail to take into
consideration the historical,
religion-based and ongoing
prejudice against the LG-
BTQ+ community — and
women, people of colour
and Indigenous Peoples, for
that matter.

So, let’s set the record
straight: It was never illegal
to be a veteran. It isn’t a
choice to be gay. And for
those who argue LGBTQ+
people are accepted, re-
member military veterans,
for whom we have great
respect, don’t face condem-
nation from people who
believe their “god” will con-
demn them to an eternity in
hell ... for the way they were
born.

It’s a wild world.

While The Lake Report
prides itself on printing a
variety of opinions — of-
ten ones our editorial team
strongly disagrees with —
going forward, we will be
even more selective about
what views on these issues

we publish.

If they simply don’t add to
the conversation, are short-
sighted and serve to fuel
further hatred against an
already marginalized group,
we will avoid publishing
them.

It is our responsibility as
the most-read newspaper in
Niagara-on-the-Lake, and
the most-awarded commu-
nity newspaper in Canada
for the last three years, to
further the conversation —
but not to give a platform to
views that only take us back
in time.

So, going forward, if
letters are based on tired
arguments that can be eas-
ily disproved, we will not
publish them.

If letters are filled with
hatred disguised as an intel-
lectual viewpoint, we will
not publish them.

While we understand
some people are of the
mindset that LGBTQ+ peo-
ple already are accepted and
have rights in Canada, we
need look no further than
the immediate vandalism
of NOTL’s Pride crosswalk
or those religion-inspired
and hate-fuelled letters we
mentioned. To us, these
show there is a long way to
go before a Pride month is
not needed.

We simply do not accept
hatred for people based on

their sexuality or gender or
skin colour, or any other
“difference.”

However, we also are torn:
Despite the cheerleading,
rah-rah approach that some
in our community prefer, a
newspaper has an obligation
to show the reality of a situ-
ation. Even if it’s negative.

And the unfortunate real-
ity is that there is a clear
dislike, in some cases possi-
bly a hatred, for the LG-
BTQ+ community by some
in NOTL. Many others just
seem tired of hearing about
LGBTQ folks.

To suggest this isn’t the
case shows a lack of critical
thinking or a wilful igno-
rance of acts we regularly
witness.

And we don’t want to
perpetuate hate against
marginalized groups.

The Lake Report cel-
ebrates all types of people
for their perceived differ-
ences. We embrace things
we might not understand
as long as people are happy
and nobody is getting hurt.
We applaud marginalized
groups for making it known
that they’re here and they’re
proud to be who they are.

Because at the end of the
day, everyone deserves to
feel good about themselves.

And we simply will not be
party to attitudes that only
serve to degrade others.

Correction: A caption accompanying a letter by Jean O’Malley on June 29, (“Let’s move on with our lives,”) wrongly
stated that despite the hate-fuelled vandalism of NOTL’s Pride crosswalk, people should just move on and abandon quests
for equality. Her letter did not directly make such a suggestion.
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Two views on a Parliament Oak hotel

A hotel is the
only option
to preserve
public access

Richard Harley
Editor-In-Chief

Why are people so
quick to want to kill all
public access to the Par-
liament Oak site?

Several impassioned
letter writers have written
to this publication and
municipal councillors,
urging the town not to ap-
prove a hotel on the site.

But it seems these
people haven’t fully con-
sidered the situation.

Or maybe they just have
it out for the developer,
Benny Marotta.

Either way, their argu-
ments seem to be crafted
without much forethought
— if any.

To really understand
this situation we need
to envision our future,
not just react with blind
passion. That’s how we
screw things up.

So, with forethought,
let’s ask ourselves: If Par-
liament Oak isn’t a hotel,
what will it be?

The answer isn’t a
retirement home. It’s not
a school or a community
hub. It’s nothing on the
list of things that most
idealists would suggest.

None of those things
make enough money to
satisfy a developer who
paid $8 million for the
property.

So, let’s get real, please:
If it isn’t a hotel, it’s go-
ing to be homes — and
not single-family de-
tached ones.

Knowing the state of
development in NOTL
and Ontario, it will be

jam-packed with ugly
cookie-cutter townhouses
that cost stupid amounts
more than they’re worth.

Is that what people
really want for Parliament
Oak?

We should cringe at the
thought of another sub-
divison named after the
thing that was destroyed
to build it.

Besides that, or the
inevitable fact many of
those “homes” would
likely be Airbnbs anyway
if the town can’t get a
handle on the wild west
situation with short-term
rentals, it also means the
property is lost forever.

That’s right, you can
kiss Parliament Oak
goodbye if homes are
built there.

Kiss the greenspace
goodbye. Kiss the historic
plaque goodbye. Kiss it all
goodbye.

They will be private
homes with private roads
that aren’t even suitable
for dog walking.

If that’s progress, we
don’t need any.

Now, let’s envision if it
is to be a hotel like what
is proposed.

The developer, despite
having plenty of reasons
to build as big as pos-
sible, has already said he
would match almost the
identical footprint of the
former school building at
Parliament Oak.

Sure, it’s a bit tall, but
he has proposed to keep
the rest of the property as
publicly accessible greens-
pace with an outdoor
feature to showcase the
historic plaques — some-
thing that would be much
like the Monet Gardens at
the Pillar and Post.

And based on the de-
signs, the building looks
absolutely “NOTL” — it’s
brick, like the Queen’s
Landing and the Prince

of Wales (two iconic
hotels). The windows and
roof look like they were
almost based off of those
hotels.

And there’s a history
and pattern of excellence
in quality based on his
Two Sisters Winery and
newly opened restaurant
and commercial plaza.

He wants to build
underground parking so
it disturbs the neighbour-
hood as little as possible.

And he wants to build
a restaurant and bar in
the hotel, which would be
open to the public.

What more can we ask
for? Seriously.

If we, the public, want
to have any access to
the property, we should
embrace these plans.

Instead of whining and
crying and trying to stop
the tide, we should instead
be focused on making
sure Marotta sticks to his
word about the greenspace
and makes it something
our town (and the man
himself) can be proud of.
A legacy to leave behind.

And if you want to
blame anyone for this
property not being a
school or community hub,
etc., blame our past town
councils for not doing
everything it could to
buy it from the District
School Board of Niagara.
And blame the DSBN
for selling it to a private
company.

But that ship has long
sailed.

The true value of Parlia-
ment Oak is the greens-
pace that would be open
for the public to walk
and play on. That is clear
to anyone who grew up
here and actually uses the
property.

I don’t want to kiss it
goodbye for short-term
rentals.

Do you?

Proposal is
simply not

appropriate
for location

Kevin MacLean
Managing Editor

Niagara-on-the-Lake
is no longer the quaint
small town that many
people who grew up here
long for.

Now, among many
things, it is a major
tourist destination, a
thriving agricultural
community and home to
purveyors of some excel-
lent Niagara wines.

But it is growing and
destined to grow more —
and continue to change.

I think we all know that,
intellectually — though
we all want a say in how
that happens.

Not an unreasonable
expectation, given the
historic and special na-
ture of NOTL.

With tourism growing
(like it or not) and wine-
loving visitors continuing
to come here year-round,
those guests need places
to stay.

We don’t want to see
an eruption of even more
short-term rentals in resi-
dential neighbourhoods,
nor do many of us want
to see luxury, boutique
hotels pop up in estab-
lished residential areas.

It defies sound plan-
ning practices, brings
huge concerns about
noise, traffic and conges-
tion on narrow Old Town
streets — and, really, is
just plain un-neighbourly.

The fact that the
Parliament Oak rede-
velopment project is the
brainchild of developer
Benny Marotta doesn’t

matter. Or it shouldn’t.

However, Marotta has
done little to soften his
aggressive approach
to development, seem-
ingly bulldozing his way
toward getting what he
wants.

That is unfortunate.
But it also doesn’t really
matter.

All that should really
matter is what is appro-
priate for the former
elementary school site —
and a booming boutique
hotel is not the right
choice in my view.

Whether there is even a
business case for another
NOTL hotel is question-
able, but I'll leave that to
the developers and plan-
ners to figure out.

A long-established,
quiet, low-rise residential
area of Old Town should
not be seen as a place in
which to build a sprawl-
ing hotel.

The proposal — which
requires a zoning change
in order to become
a reality — has faced
criticism for many of its
physical features, includ-
ing its look and height.

These are valid
concerns given the
neighbourhood in which
Marotta’s company wants
to build.

The hotel project just
doesn’t fit in.

The proposal by a pre-
vious owner of the land,
Montreal-based Liberty
Sites (3) Ltd., was met
with equally vigorous
opposition, when that
company proposed an
apartment building and
a few semi-detached
homes.

I know developers
expect (and perhaps,
given the risks they
take, deserve) to earn a
healthy return on their
investments.

Land development is

essential to growth —
and growth in NOTL is
inevitable.

Something that has
always confounded me
about Marotta — a man |
have never met, nor ever
spoken to — is how he has
never been able to find a
way to give people a bit
of what they’re asking
for (in this case, mainly
single-family residential
homes) to earn a quick-
and-easy win.

And a large public
greenspace could make it
lasting legacy.

I know NOTLers can
be demanding. As com-
munity news publish-
ers, we experience their
feedback every week.
Sometimes those expec-
tations are reasonable,
sometimes not. It’s a con-
versation.

But rather than a war
of attrition — and lawyers
and court cases and land
tribunals — how difficult
can it really be for Ma-
rotta to try to work with
the larger community to
produce a win-win for all
involved? Too naive and
Pollyanna-ish?

No doubt both sides
wouldn’t be 100 per cent
happy with the outcome,
but at least they wouldn’t
be at war. And shovels
would be in the ground.

Marotta literally owns
NOTL. By my top-of-
the-head estimation, he
has acquired more land
and owns more busi-
nesses than anyone else
in town.

So, he is not going
away. He has a home
here, a major winery
(with another under
development), restaurants
... plus many undevel-
oped projects.

Niagara-on-the-Lake
and its largest developer
would both benefit from
working together.
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nicipalities and takes away rights of towns like NOTL, says Brian Marshall. FILE/EVAN SAUNDERS

What Ontario’s new planning statement means for development

Brian Marshall
Columnist

Despite widespread voter
opposition, last fall Premier
Doug Ford and his govern-
ment rammed through the
More Homes Built Faster
Act, also known as Bill 23,
a piece of legislation which
blatantly pandered to large
developers at the expense of
the provincial greenbelt, the
environment, heritage, local
governments and so on.

The ramifications of this
legislation were the topic
of several articles in this
column and widely covered
by many other newspaper
and media outlets, none of
which were complimentary
at any level.

Hot on the heels of the
Bill’s passage (perhaps
even before), work began
on the Provincial Plan-
ning Statement that would
put more tracks under this
runaway train.

So, just what is a Provin-
cial Planning Statement?

The Ontario govern-
ment’s Environmental
Registry website defines

the new statement as a
replacement for the 2020
version and for 2019’s A
Place to Grow: Growth
Plan for the Greater Golden
Horseshoe, which, taken
together, “both provide
comprehensive, integrated,
whole-of-government
policy direction on land use
planning matters.”

In short, this statement
will provide the “march-
ing orders,” direction and
authority to the provincial
bureaucracy responsible for
enforcing the Planning Act
and all associated legisla-
tion (like Bill 23).

On the same Environ-
mental Registry website
the government identifies
five “pillars” within the
proposed policy: Gener-
ate an appropriate housing
supply; make land available
for development; provide
infrastructure to support
development; balance hous-
ing with resources; and
implementation. Detailed
under these pillars are a
total of 28 bullet points
of which 17 begin with or
include the words “require
municipalities”.

Incidentally, many of
these “requirements”
will involve downloading
functional responsibilities
from the province to said
municipalities while the
authority is retained at the
provincial level.

Of course, this is a plan-
ning statement, so there is
no suggestion relative to

where the money is going
to come from to pay for
the expanded bureaucracy
to perform these duties at
the municipality, a level of
government whose coffers
have been recently slashed
by Ford’s elimination of
their development charges
income.

In a province that holds
the unenviable title of the
most indebted sub-sov-
ereign government in the
world (was before COV-
ID-19 and is worse today), I
doubt money or the ability
to raise money will accom-
pany the downloading.

Further, I suspect even
doubling the property
tax revenues — that would
be you and I once again
paying for a government
debacle — would cover the
increased costs at the local
level.

Unless, perhaps, the as-
sociated planning functions
were skeletonized?

Now, that would allow
the developers, and many
other industries, to operate
with virtually no oversight
with the inevitable nega-
tive and lasting impacts to
the greenbelt, environment
and so on, but it would be
consistent with the Ford
government’s actual track
record.

While it is impossible
to fully explore the pro-
posed policies within this
statement in this column’s
space, we can cite a few
examples.

Under the housing portfo-
lio, past governments have
generally defined “af-
fordable” as a function of
income for ownership and
rental housing. This defini-
tion has been removed from
the proposed Provincial
Planning Statement for
2023.

This approach is consis-
tent with the Ford govern-
ment’s position on changes
to the inclusionary zoning
regulation (O. Reg. 232/18),
which prescribes the low-
est price or rent that can
be required for inclusion-
ary zoning units to 80 per
cent of the average resale
purchase price or average
market rent, as opposed to
relying on an income-based
approach.

So, if the average resale
price in a given municipal-
ity happens to be $900,000,
“affordable” is defined as
$720,000. Similarly, if the
average market rent for a
one-bedroom apartment in
the municipality is $2,200
per month, then “afford-
able” rent is $1,760 per
month.

Under settlement area
expansion, in an effort to
curb urban sprawl past
governments have required
municipalities to complete
a comprehensive review
to demonstrate there were
insufficient opportuni-
ties to accommodate the
forecasted growth through
intensification or on desig-
nated urban lands, before

expanding its settlement
area boundaries or identify-
ing new settlement areas.

This “needs test” has
been removed from the
proposed provincial plan.
The statement also reduces
the criteria that a munici-
pality must consider before
identifying a new settle-
ment area or allowing a
boundary expansion of an
existing settlement, leaving
only the proviso that there
is sufficient capacity in
infrastructure and public
service facilities to sup-
port the expansion or new
settlement area, and avoid-
ing or minimizing impacts
on agricultural land and
operations.

While the statement does
include some protection of
prime agricultural lands, it
simultaneously devolves the
designation of those lands
(including specialty crops)
onto the municipality — an
organ of the province sub-
ject to ministerial dictates
including the direction to
expand settlement areas.

The proposed planning
statement also resurrects
development in and on
prime agricultural lands by
allowing a property owner
to construct two additional
residences on farmland and
also permits the severance
of up to three residential
lots from any given agricul-
tural property (a practice
that was eliminated over 20
years ago to halt the grad-
ual loss of prime farmland).

Reflective of the Ford
government’s stance on the
environment, the proposed
statement shifts the focus
from conserving biodiver-
sity and protecting essential
ecological processes to one
that balances the use and
management of natural
resources with attention to
appropriate housing supply.

It eliminates the standing
direction to maximize veg-
etation in settlement areas,
where feasible, to merely
consider the mitigating
effects of vegetation and
green infrastructure.

And management plans
to conserve and protect any
manner of cultural heritage
(including that of Indig-
enous communities) have
been completely eliminated
in the proposed planning
Statement.

All this, combined with
Bill 97 — which gives new
and almost dictatorial
powers to the provincial
minister — foreshadows a
very scary future for this
province.

The proposed Provin-
cial Planning Statement
is open for public input
at https://ero.ontario.ca/
notice/019-6813 ... Please
read it, and Bill 97, then
get involved and make
your opinion known on the
future of Ontario.

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration
and heritage.
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Disheartened by comments about LGBTQ+ community

Dear editor:

I am writing to express
my deep concern and disap-
pointment regarding the
amount of hate directed
toward the LGBTQ+ com-
munity.

It is truly disheartening
to witness such prejudice
and discrimination in our
society.

What is even more dis-
tressing is when individu-
als attempt to compare the
LGBTQ+ community
to the Canadian Armed
Forces or other honourable

service members.

It is important to recog-
nize that most people in
the armed forces are highly
respected for their dedica-
tion and sacrifice. They are
not subjected to disownment
or death threats simply for
their choice to serve their
country.

As a young person who
reads this newspaper, |
strongly believe that we
should not give any atten-
tion or platform to those
who do not fully support the
LGBTQ+ community.

It is crucial that we stand
together in solidarity and
promote inclusivity and ac-
ceptance.

While some people can
be grateful for the abil-
ity to “move on with their
lives,” as one letter writer
suggested, members of
the LGBTQ+ community
face daily challenges and
discrimination, even in the
most mundane activities
such as going to a grocery
store.

This is unacceptable and
highlights the urgent need

for education and support in
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

It is my sincere hope
that this newspaper, as
a respected source of
information, will take a
proactive role in promot-
ing understanding and ac-
ceptance of the LGBTQ+
community.

By providing more educa-
tion and support, we can
foster a more inclusive and
compassionate community
for all its members.

Ryan London
Virgil

Writer Ryan London doesn’t want newspapers like this one
to give a platform for hateful messages. SUPPLIED

Column on downtown was off the mark

Dear editor:

I just read another of
Ross’s Ramblings, (“NOTL
is a pretty town. It’s also
noisy, congested and
smelly,”) and the only part
I agree with is the town’s
parking meter problem.

For anyone who has to
use them, they are a real
problem.

I spend literally every
day of the week through the
summer months, starting
about 7:30 a.m., working in
the Queen and King streets
area, gardening and caring
for the flower displays at
many commercial busi-
nesses.

I am there on the street
actually watching it wake
up every day but for your
columnist to label our
special historical and re-
ally beautiful downtown as
messy, noisy and congested
— and can you believe,
smelly — is really odd and
offensive.

The downtown area does
have moments when deliv-

ery trucks stop to support
our local merchants, but
they only are there for a few
minutes.

And later, usually on a
weekend, it can be a bit of a
traffic jam, but this is part
of what makes our down-
town a real living, breathing
downtown.

Writer Christopher Allen says NOTL is a unique and special town as it is. FILE

It is a real local busi-
ness area, employing many
people and keeping this
town alive. It is not sterile
and tidy in a phoney way.

1, for one, do not want our
town compared to Whistler
or to become what that
community has become,
ever.

That may suit Ross per-
fectly, but we have a unique
and special town that seems
to always be under threat
these days.

I think we need to
preserve and protect and
improve wherever we can.

Christopher Allen
NOTL

The importance
of reinvesting in
quality education

Dear editor:

The right to education is
a fundamental human right
and is an integral part of
achieving gender equality.

However, today millions
of girls today still face
obstacles such as child mar-
riage, gender stereotypes
and societal stigmas that
prevent them from receiving
an education.

Over 1.6 billion students
were affected by school
closures and lockdowns as
a result of the COVID-19
pandemic. According to the
World Bank, 70 per cent of
10-year-olds are unable to
read and understand simple
text.

At the G7 summit in
2018, Canada placed global
education at the forefront,
resulting in the Charlevoix
Declaration, which involved
an investment of over $4

billion, including $400
million from the Canadian
government.

In 55 projects across
Africa, Asia, Latin America
and the Middle East, the
investment was pivotal as it
created a significant impact
for four million girls and
women to receive education
services, while strength-
ening the international
economy and advancing
the discussion of gender
equality.

In the 2023 federal bud-
get, this provision was not
renewed, leaving millions of
girls around the world with
an uncertain future.

Canada’s reinvestment in
quality education is essen-
tial for the economic devel-
opment, peace and stability
of the local communities.

Muskaan Waraich
Student, Brock University

Neglect of Ganada’s military is embarrassing

Dear editor:

The state of our armed
forces is a major concern.

It is a total embarrassment
that we are fourth from the
bottom for not keeping up
with our financial commit-
ment to NATO.

While we are not a
country of militarism, we
punched well above our
weight in the two world
wars. In the First World War
we had 650,000 personnel
fighting (out of a population

of 8 million) and captured
many places that others had
failed to do.

In the Second World War,
we performed similarly,
including on the beaches on
D-Day.

Today, we have fewer than
90,000 personnel which
includes all three services,
all ranks, and both regular
and reserve.

We have given a lot of
equipment to Ukraine
(which I don’t regret) but are
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not replacing it.

Yes, we have ordered new
fighter aircraft but we won’t
have all of them until 2036.
Our ships are at the end of
their lifespan but new ships
under construction are way
overdue and over budget be-
cause we insist on making
them here in Canada.

While this would be ideal,
we need them now. Our
army is also in need of new
equipment.

Recruiting is totally

ineffective. We now use the
forces as a labour pool, not
necessarily for their actual
purpose of being capable of
defending our country. We
have good people ready to
do the job but need to make
sure they have all the tools
they need.

Neglect of the forces has
been going on for years
despite whatever party is
in power. Politicians focus
on issues that will get them
elected but they also need to
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Doug Johnson says Canada needs to improve its military.

look after all their responsi-
bilities.

I don’t remember any
mention by any party in the
past election even bringing
up the state of the military
and their plans to handle
defence issues.

Relying on the Americans

Chloe Cooley, Enslavement,
and the Fight for Freedom

EXHIBIT ON
DISPLAY JUNE 2 -
NOV. 13, 2023

43 Castlereagh St.
Niagara-on-the-Lake
notlmuseum.ca
Open daily

to protect us is not the atti-
tude an independent country
should have. Next election
ask your candidates their
party’s policy on defence
and ask for specifics, not
platitudes.

Doug Johnson

NOTL
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With grandson off to Julliard, tamily seeks help with tuition

Tim Taylor
The Lake Report

Dance phenom Ryan
Sherk has one tenacious
grandmother in his corner.

Ryan, 18, has just been
accepted into the world-re-
nowned Juilliard School in
New York to study dance.

He’ll be enrolled in
the bachelor of fine arts
program, one of just 20
students chosen for this fall
from among thousands of
applicants around the globe.

Ryan’s Gramma Sue —
Sue Sherk to her friends
— has quickly jumped into
action, working tirelessly to
help her grandson find the
estimated $80,000 (U.S)) a
year needed to attend the
prestigious institution.

Susan Sherk is a real
townie, a five-generation
Irish immigrant, from the
Lavell family who arrived
in St. John’s from County
Mayo in Ireland in 1802 and
eventually found their way
to Niagara-on-the-Lake. Her
family has at least five plots
in the St. Mark’s cemetery
church yard.

Susan’s Old Town child-
hood provides insight into her
current-day determination.

She grew up on Castlere-
agh Street, just past the
museum.

“I really had to work for
everything,” she remembers.
“The rest of our gang were
on the other side of the
tracks. We all took riding
lessons. Of course, I had to
pick strawberries at Lailey’s
to pay for the riding.”

“The stable was way out
on Concession 2 at Line
5. This big station wagon
with all my friends would
swoosh by my bicycle on
the way to the stable. I had
to stay all day, clean the
stalls and help out.”

Ryan Sherk in full flight at the Canadian Dance Awards in 2020. SUPPLIED

She attended Parliament
Oak and Niagara District
Secondary School.

On graduation, Susan
became a student nurse at
Toronto General Hospital,
then followed her soon-
to-be husband Rick to the
University of New Bruns-
wick, obtaining her nursing
degree. They were married
at St. Mark’s church in
1972.

Then followed a decade
wandering around On-
tario with Rick’s banking
career, to Windsor, Sarnia,
Ancaster and so on, finally
returning to Niagara to
enter the insurance business
in 1983.

Fast-forward almost 40
years. In a few short weeks,
Ryan will be off to New
York City.

His dance journey started
at the age of 44 watching
his sister Marisa during
her dancing lessons in St.
Catharines. Marisa is two

years older and studying
dance at Toronto Metropoli-
tan University.

“I started in hip-hop
classes,” says Ryan, clearly
excited about his future,
something he has worked
toward his entire life.

“Marisa was my main in-
spiration. I just wanted to do
what she did. The moment I
took my first dance class, it
felt so natural.”

“Dance has always been
my calling — such a big
part of my life. I just like
moving to music and con-
necting with others in an
artistic format. I love solo
on stage. Having that time
to be one with yourself.”

He believes dance has
brought him endless ben-
efits: “Discipline, time man-
agement, physical strength
and creativity.”

Ryan tried hockey and
soccer. “None of them
fulfilled me the way dance
did.”

The recent graduate of
the District of Niagara
Academy for the Arts at
Laura Secord Secondary
School in St. Catharines
(an Ontario scholar and
gold medallist), Ryan ad-
mits he has little free time
or social life outside his
dance community.

“I rarely have a day off.

I dance every day of the
week.”

His dedication is paying
off.

In 2021, Ryan won the
American Dance Award for
“America’s Teen Dancer of
the Year” in

Boston, a competition that
attracts hundreds of dancers
from around the world.

And just this past week,
he was named America’s
Male Dancer of the Year at
a competition in Rhode

Island. These awards
highlight a long pedigree of
competitive victories over
the past five years.
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The three-page resume
provided by Ryan’s talent
agent in Toronto is impres-
sive. It stands as a kind of
preamble to his future goals
of becoming a professional
dancer and choreographer.

To gain Juilliard admis-
sion, Ryan entered the fray
with thousands of applicants
from all over the world.
The process included an
essay, references, auditions
and personal interviews. In
the end, he was one of only
20 students admitted into
this fall’s four-year degree
program.

“I’ve had a huge journey
in dance,” Ryan says with
all the understatement of an
18-year-old phenom.

“So many different mo-
ments and my family has al-
ways been there, supporting
me. They’ve always been
my biggest cheerleaders.”

“Dancing is not like a
traditional job, being a doc-
tor or whatever. It is also

such a huge commitment
financially.”

It’s the financial side
that has Gramma Sue so
focused.

She describes herself as
“Rabid Granny.”

“It is really hard to be
a granny,” she says, in
the voice of every granny
everywhere. “You’ve gotta
step carefully with your
grandchildren. You have to
bite your tongue occasion-
ally.”

Her real worry is the cost
of attending Juilliard, a huge
amount by any standard.

“Ryan is a person who
will make the most of it.
We are so proud of him. We
have faith in him.”

They have left very few
stones unturned.

Along with friends, fam-
ily, and dance coaches, Sue
has attempted to open every
funding door available.

They’ve started a Go-
FundMe campaign. They’re
exploring the taxation status
for Canadians donating di-
rectly to Juilliard. They are
working with accountants
and lawyers on both sides of
the border.

They are searching for
former Juilliard graduates,
now living in Niagara, who
might provide insights.
They are connecting to area
service clubs, particularly
those interested in the arts.

“We’re helping wherever
we can, RESPs and so on.”

And she makes certain
this story includes a link to
Ryan’s GoFundMe page:
Please help support Ryan’s
journey to Juilliard! (That
entire sentence must be
entered into the search line
of the GoFundMe site).

She believes helping a
small-town dancer achieve
international opportunity is
a cause worth supporting.

LIDA KOWAL
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Jane’s Walk a journey through time

Staff
The Lake Report

On Thursday, July 20, at 7
p.m. in the heart of Niagara-
on-the-Lake, participants in
the third annual Jane’s Walk
will set out on a short walk,
starting at the historic Stew-
ard House at 507 Butler St.

Over the next 90 minutes,
they will hear stories from
a lineup of expert speakers
with a shared passion for the
environment, history and
the natural world.

The walk is co-chaired
by Jo-Ann Fraser and Kate
Sullivan, who are excited to
introduce a guided walking
tour that will lead par-
ticipants down Butler Street
and delve into some hidden
corners and landmarks that
have shaped the town’s rich
history.

Jane’s Walk is a global
movement that celebrates
the legacy of urbanist Jane
Jacobs by organizing guided
walking tours designed to
help communities discover
and appreciate the unique
stories woven into their
neighbourhood tapestry.

“I like the sense of com-
munity and caring for our
environment that the walk
promotes,” says Sullivan.

“It is exactly the kind of
activity we need more of, so
I decided to volunteer. I'm
happy to be part of the 2023
Jane’s Walk.”

Beginning at the Steward
House, Elizabeth Pilzecki
will unearth forgotten sto-
ries and connect the home’s
fun and heroic past with
NOTLs first settlers. There
may also be a ghost story,
or two.

“Past residents, William
and Susannah Steward, both
read and wrote, unusual at
the time,” says Pilzecki.

“William was a teamster,
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Jo-Ann Fraser and Kate Sullivan are co-chairs of NOTL's
Jane's Walk on July 20. VICTOR TARNOY

a prominent figure in the
Black community and one
of the signatories on the
petition to release Solomon
Moseby, who fled to Ni-
agara to escape enslavement
in the United States.”

Next, Mary-lyn Hopper, a
master gardener, will take
the spotlight to outline the
value of native gardening
and dispel some common
misconceptions.

“A native plant garden
doesn’t have to be wild
and filled with only native
plants,” she says.

“Native plants can be
used in a variety of garden
designs. I use visual design
principles to both create
beautiful gardens and foster
an ecosystem that supports
wildlife.”

Moving closer to Two
Mile Creek, walkers will
hear from Jean Hampson,
secretary of the Peninsula
Field Naturalists, a mem-
ber of a large community
of people conducting bird
counts and working on
projects and campaigns to
protect bird species, popula-
tions and habitats.

“Birds can be found on
every continent and almost
every habitat on the planet,”
says Hampson.

RENT MY

HUSBAND

in Niagara-on-the-Lake

See what he can do for you at:
www.rentmyhusband-notl.com

Or call me, Marion (905) 321-5776

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an
Audiologist with over 20 years of
experience who loves helping people
of all ages in the community.

Book a complimentary
hearing test today at
905.468.9176

504 Line 2 Road, Virgil ON

Pauline Reimer Gibson
Audiologist

A global leader in
hearing healthcare.

amplifon

“Because many species
migrate, birds help connect
our world and can be an
indicator of the health of
our ecosystems.”

Participants will learn how
both migrating and local
bird populations need inter-
connected green areas for
their survival and will take
away some useful resources
and ideas on how they can
assist our Niagara birds.

Next, Dr. Adam Martin,
an ecologist and assistant
professor of sciences at
the University of Toronto,
will give participants an
overview of pests and
diseases that have been
wreaking havoc on the trees
in NOTL.

“By sharing tips to
identify pests and diseases,
various life cycles and their
impact on our trees, we can
arm our community with
ideas to combat and manage
our ongoing challenges,”
says Martin, whose work fo-
cuses on plant diversity and
plant responses to climate
change.

“I"d like to foster a deeper
understanding of tree health
and encourage proactive
measures we can use to help
maintain our unique forest
canopy.”

Finally, the stage will be
set for Rick Meloen, an avid
history buff, to transport
participants back in time
and recount the struggles
and triumphs of Col.

John Butler, one of Upper
Canada’s great leaders.

“Butler helped to create
Niagara-on-the-Lake,” says
Meloen.

“He was an exceptional
man, who served as deputy
superintendent for the In-
dian Department, justice of
the peace and, in addition
to forming Butler’s Rang-
ers, also helped establish St.
Mark’s Anglican Church
and the Masonic Order in
Ontario.”

Participants will gain
a new appreciation of the
contributions of the Butler
family, the significance of
the Butler homestead and
Butler’s Burial ground,
where many found final
solace and sanctuary.

“Jane’s Walk is an eve-
ning of community explora-
tion,” says Fraser. “Our goal
is to bring together diverse
voices, spark conversation
and empower people to
learn more about our history
and our environment.”

“We want to fuel our
community with knowledge
and an appreciation for both
our natural environment and
our shared history.”

So, lace up your walking
shoes, bring your curiosity
and join the third annual
Jane’s Walk to learn more
about the town’s vibrant
tapestry.

Details: There’s a new
date, a new route and new
speakers for this year’s
Jane’s Walk in Niagara-
on-the-Lake. It kicks off on
Thursday, July 20, at the
historic Steward House, 507
Butler St., at 7 p.m., rain or
shine.
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This week’s riddle is "Jeopardy!” style.
Category: DISNEY SONGS

This song from “Toy Story”
earned Randy Newman
an Oscar nomination.

Last issue:
Category: BIRD BRAINS

Clue: Some birds wield twigs and sticks to
accomplish tasks, making them among the
handful of animals known to use these.

Answer: What are tools?
Answered first by: Jim Dandy

Also answered correctly (in order) by:
Lynda Collet, Sheila Meloche, Elaine Landray

(Last week’s riddle in print was repeated from
the previous week. It was updated online.
Apologies for any confusion)

*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS” FOR
JEOPARDY QUESTIONS!

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,
with your name, for a chance to win

a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.
(Subject line: Riddle me this)

Love games? Join us for fun events every
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at www.theirishharppub.com
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PASS
AMENDING ZONING BY-LAW TO
REMOVE HOLDING (H) SYMBOL

What: Notice of Intention to Pass an Amending Zoning
By-law to Remove Holding (H) Symbol (under Section
36 of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990 as amended).
Regarding: File ZBA-08-2023

911 Lakeshore Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake

What is this:

The Zoning By-law amendment application proposes to
remove the Holding (H) symbol that applies to the subject
lands (see location map) through site specific Zoning
By-law 500XH-18.

Subject Property

The Council for the Town of Niagara-on-the Lake may pass the
proposed Zoning By-law Amendment to remove the Holding (H) symbol
from the subject lands no earlier than the July 25, 2023 Council meeting.
However, Council may consider the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment
at a later meeting.

Under Section 36(3) of the Planning Act, only the applicant has appeal
rights with respect to the removal of a Holding (H) symbol. There are no
third-party rights to appeal the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment.

Town Hall is open for the public to attend Committee of the Whole
and Council Meetings, including Public Meetings, in-person.
Alternatively, the public will continue to have the option to register
in advance to participate electronically.

If you wish to participate electronically to make an oral presentation or
ask questions at the Council meeting, you must register in advance with
the Town Clerk (clerks@notl.com or 905-468-3266). You will receive an
email on the date of the meeting with instructions to connect to the
meeting on your computer, tablet or telephone.

If you wish to attend the Council meeting in-person, registration with the
Clerk is appreciated.

If you wish to view the Council meeting for information purposes,
registration is not required. The meeting will be available for viewing at
the following link:
https://www.notl.com/council-government/mayor-council/meetings-agend
as-minutes

For more information:

Please contact Victoria Nikoltcheva, Planner II, at 905-468-3266 ext.
253 or via email at victoria.nikolicheva@notl.com if you require additional
information.

A copy of the application and supporting documents for the proposal
may be obtained on the Town’s website,
https://www.notl.com/business-development/public-planning-notices or at
the Community and Development Services Department within Town Hall
(1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil, ON).

Dated at the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, July 13, 2023

Shaunna Arenburg, Acting Town Clerk

Friends of Fort George celebrates
210 years of “Pride and Prejudice’

Staff
The Lake Report

It’s been 210 years since
the world was introduced
to the captivating romance
of Elizabeth Bennet and
Mr. Darcy, a creation of
British novelist Jane Austen
through her sophomore

book, “Pride and Prejudice.”

Today, “Pride and Preju-
dice” is considered one of
the most loved novels in the
English literary canon and a
favourite for many.

The Friends of Fort
George is inviting fans of
Jane Austen to join them
for a tea party and a special
lecture commemorating the
novel’s anniversary.

The Regency-themed tea
party is happening on July
20 at Navy Hall on Ricardo
Street, starting at 7 p.m.

There will be tea and
treats, book trivia and
discussion, shopping, period
games and more. Partici-
pants can try writing with a

Jane Austen will be celebrated July 20. SUPPLIED

quill pen in the style of Jane
Austen, as well as other
Regency-era activities.

Those who come dressed
in period costumes will
receive a 10 per cent dis-
count in the Friends of Fort
George’s gift shop.

Then, later this sum-
mer, on Aug. 3, Navy Hall
will host a special lecture,
“’Pride and Prejudice:’ Or,
How to Write the Perfect
Novel” with Barbara See-
ber, a professor of English
at Brock University who
specializes in Jane Austen’s
work.

The lecture is at 7 p.m.
Tea and treats are available.
Tickets for the tea party
are $20 each, while lecture

costs $15. Both are avail-
able for purchase through
the Friends of Fort George’s
website under “Special
Events,” at friendsoffort-
george.square.site.
Proceeds from ticket
sales will help to support
student summer employ-
ment at Fort George and
Brock’s Monument. For
more information, call the
Friends of Fort George at
905-468-6621.

July 24
8:30 pm

Classic Hits from Popular Canadian & Irish Musicans
By Grace Notes - A String Quartet

Admission:
Limited Space Available ¢ Reservations Required

Ticketed
FEvent

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

THEIRISHHARPPUB.COM

(905) 468-4443 - TAXES & GRATUITIES EXTRA

Credit Card Required To Reserve Your Spot -

72 Hour Cancellation Policy In Effect
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Columnist Jatme Watt reflects on highs and lows in new book

)

Julia Sacco
The Lake Report

For Toronto Star colum-
nist Jaime Watt, the hardest
part of the job is the hind-
sight of what he could have
said, or written, differently
— usually, the day after his
column comes out.

“I often wake up on
Saturday morning thinking
of what I wish I had said, so
I just decided, ‘I have over
400 columns, so I'm gonna
go back and have a look,” “
Watt told The Lake Report.

However, in Watt’s new,
debut book, “What I Wish I
Said: Confessions of a Col-
umnist,” he gets to revisit 48
of his past columns through
a retrospective lens of what
he did right and what he
wishes he could change.

Watt, a NOTL resident
and member of the Shaw
Festival board of directors,
also is executive chairman
of Navigator, a major Cana-
dian communications and
crisis management firm.

He held a book launch and
signing Sunday at the home

of Lyle Hall on King Street
property.

Watt’s book looks criti-
cally at the way he tackled
past issues in his column,
including topical sections
focusing on COVID-19,
Trump politics, human
rights and more.

His portfolio of columns
includes around 400 differ-
ent works. Watt’s publish-
ing team, which included
working journalists and his
friends, went through hun-
dreds of his columns and
hand-selected what would
work best in the book.

“I wanted to bring par-
ticular issues forward,” said
Dean Baxendale, president
and CEO of Optimum Pub-
lishing International, who
helped with the selection
process.

“Especially around
Donald Trump, some things
around civil liberties,
specifically around COVID,
LGBTQ rights issues,” he
added.

One column that stands
out for Watt is his piece on a
certain president’s imper-

Toronto Star columnist Jaime Watt signed copies of his book “What | Wish | Said” for
friends and readers during Sunday’s release party. JULIA SACCO

he didn’t understand how
the many judges Trump ap-

manence.

“I wrote that Trump
would be a hiccup, that he
was nothing. I told everyone
to calm down,” he said.

Watt said that initially,

Court would change the
power dynamic and just
how lasting Trump’s influ-
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pointed to the U.S. Supreme

ence on the North American
political sphere would be.

“We're seeing it now, the
attack on women’s rights
with dominion over their
body,” he said.

The book is not just a col-
lection of regrets, though.

It features some of Watt’s
career highlights and pieces
closest to his heart.

For example, a column
showing Watt’s early report-
ing on the severity of the
opioid crisis compared it to
the AIDS epidemic.

“The one closest to my
heart is about my trans-
plant,” he said.

Watt explained that he
waited much less time than
the average person for a kid-
ney — because he received
one from his partner.

“Most people have to wait
11 years for a kidney,” he
said.

These personal touches
are what make a good
columnist, along with strong
opinions and unpredictabil-
ity, he said.

“Adrienne Clarkson said I
was the only columnist that
she couldn’t predict what
they were going to say next.
That was an amazing com-
pliment to me,” Watt said.

The book is now available
in stores and online.
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Young NOTL artists receive
$200 scholarshlps from Pumphouse

Staff
The Lake Report

It’s been 210 years since
thTwo of Niagara-on-the-
Lake’s aspiring young
artists have received $200
from the Niagara Pump-
house Arts Centre this
summer for their talent and
dedication to their craft.

James Couroux and
Cecilia Noble, graduates
from Holy Cross and Laura
Secord secondary schools,
respectively, are winners
of the art centre’s annual
scholarship.

“It is so exciting to see
the talent, enthusiasm and
passion of these artists
moving forward in their
post-secondary programs,”’
Pumphouse board member
Marina Glencross said in a
media release.

The arts centre awards
the scholarship to graduat-
ing high school students
from NOTL who are

;”\ ]

Students James Couroux and Cecilia Noble, pictured here
with Pumphouse board member Marina Glencross, are the
recipients of this year's scholarship. SUPPLIED

pursuing a recognized
post-secondary visual arts
program.

Couroux uses art to trans-
form his dreams into visual
images, exploring themes of
wonder, horror and nos-
talgia. His artistic pursuits

include drawings, pictures,
designs and films.

He plans to pursue a bach-
elor of film and television
degree at Sheridan College,
with the goal of becoming a
professional filmmaker.

Noble has been a visual
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artist since she was young
and is exploring the world
of three-dimensional
artworks, incorporating
various mediums, textures
and unexpected physical
elements. She’s planning to
pursue a degree in arts and
culture at Brock University
and explore new artistic
styles.

The Pumphouse arts
scholarship has been sup-
porting young artists since
2010.

Every year, the recipients
are chosen by specific staff
members at their schools,
who nominate deserving
student applicants.

This scholarship was
established in memory of
Ian Butler, one of the Pump-
house’s founding members,
to honour his dedication and
passion for art education.

The scholarship recipi-
ents’ works can be viewed

Julia Sacco
The Lake Report

You can finally take a
look behind the scenes at
Old Fort Erie.

Together with the Ni-
agara Parks Commission,
the Friends of Fort George
are offering a bus trip to
the fort, including a stop
at the Battle of Chippawa
site, a stop for lunch and
of course a VIP tour of the
fort itself.

The bus departs Fort
George at 10 a.m. on July 19
and returns at 4 p.m.

Historian and former Fort
George superintendent Ron
Dale will lead the presen-
tation at the Chippawa

Friends of Fort
George ofler

an exclusive look

at Old Fort Erie

was a very important battle
for Indigenous warriors,

so he will be highlighting
that,” executive director
Amanda Gamble told The
Lake Report.

Gamble explained that
before COVID-19 hit, they
ran a popular members-only
excursion to Fort Niagara
and had one planned to Old
Fort Erie since then.

“For us, it’s a way to
raise awareness about other
historic sites in the Niagara
region,” she said.

Tickets are available at
$100 each for members
and $110 for nonmembers.
Reserve a limited spot by
calling the Friends of Fort
George at 905-468-6621 or

online at niagarapump- Battlefield. emailing admin@friendsof-
house.ca. “The Battle of Chippawa fortgeorge.ca.
_""" 77 =
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Shades of Rosé Dinner:
A celebration of summer, Niagara-on-
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purchase!
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The world of meditation and mindfulness
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Dr. William Brown
Columnist

Twenty years ago, few
people were aware of
meditation and fewer still,
the term mindfulness.
These days, both are prac-
tised by a growing number
of Canadians.

A local family health
care team recently offered
an online mindfulness
program — within a day, it
was oversubscribed.

Even giants like Harvard
University’s Mass General
Brigham health care service
now offer regular online and
in-person courses in alterna-
tive medicine programs.

The Mayo Clinic also
supports similar initia-

tives as part of a holistic
approach to wellness and
disease.

Once the requisite neural
underpinnings for symbol-
ic thinking and language,
storytelling and imagina-
tion and creativity were
in place to support them,
meditative and mindful-
ness practices in some
form probably followed
and may have been widely
practised as early as Paleo-
lithic times.

Meditation especially
has been a part of Judaic,
Christian, Islamic, Bud-
dhist and other religious
practices for as long as
they have been around.
The near-universal sur-
vival of such meditative
practices strongly attests to
their value.

Unfortunately, the im-
pact of science in the 19th
and 20th centuries weak-
ened these ancient practic-
es to the point when at one
point, meditative practices
almost disappeared in the
Western world, except

in monasteries and other
retreats from the march
of modernity. They were
relegated to the “fringe”
by mainstream medicine.

What was fringe in
health care not so long
ago has become not only
respectable but actively
promoted by mainline
health organizations prob-
ably under pressure from
patients to adopt more
holistic approaches.

The movement to re-
introduce such practices
hasn’t come from basic
neuroscience — far from it.

The brain is much too
complex for most basic
neuroscientists to study
without focusing on more
manageable subsystems
and regions of the brain
such as the visual system,
memory, position and grid
cells in the temporal lobe
— studies on each of which
led to Nobel prizes.

These bite-sized, man-
ageable ventures were
triumphs, unlike much
harder-to-tackle grand
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subjects such as the nature
of consciousness, as Fran-
cis Crick found out to his
chagrin later in his career.
Whatever the neurosci-
ence behind meditation
and mindfulness, they fill
a void in the spectrum of
health care services that
mainline medicine lost
many years ago when
practitioners focused on
the science of what they
were doing and less on
listening to and empathiz-
ing with their patients.
Few doubt the benefits
that science brought to the
treatment of heart disease
and stroke, many cancers,
and the prevention of
many infectious diseases
through vaccination.
Unfortunately, lost in
the triumphs of modern
medicine is what was
formerly called bedside
medicine — the emotional
bond and understanding
between patients and care
providers.
That was one driver
behind the growing popu-

v

larity of meditation and
mindfulness. People want
more control over their
worries, anxieties, and the
pressures and urgencies of
daily life.

Is there anyone who
hasn’t suffered from some
of those troublesome
symptoms who doesn’t
want an answer to them,
including those bodily
symptoms, which are so
clearly connected with
constant stress?

Mindfulness and medita-
tion recognize the truism
that the mind, body and
immune systems affect one
another. That’s especially
the case for what’s going
on in the brain affecting
the gut and immune sys-
tems. When we’re anxious,
we often feel it in a roiling
gut or headache.

Two years ago, a six-
week series on the brain
was held at the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Public
Library with a heavy focus
on the basic functions of
the brain such as move-

NIAGARA - ON-THE - LAKE

ANNUAL PEACH FESTIVAL

Come join us in the heart of Niagara-on-the-Lake as we
celeprate our Peach Festivall
Featuring live music, peach displays, peach-themed food
fun and lots of Niagara-grown peaches.

It's a Peach of a Celebrationl

10am - 6pm
Saturday, August 12th 2023

Queen Street,
Niagara-on-the-Lake

Learn more at:
www.niagaraonthelake.com/peachfestival2023

ment and balance, sensa-
tion, memory and speech.

Unfortunately, too little
attention was paid to a
more holistic approach.

David Elkins, who reviews
the annual Nobel prizes
in economics and peace,
stepped in with a seventh
lecture on meditation.

It was well-received.
Given the public interest
in meditation and mind-
fulness, Elkins and I plan
two programs for the fall.

First is a three-week
introduction to the nature
of these disciplines on
Aug. 30, Sept. 6 and 13
followed by a second more
practical series on Sept.
20 and 27, Oct. 4 and 11,
all at the NOTL library at
2 p.m.

A warning: you might
want to sign up soon.

Dr. William Brown is
a professor of neurology
at McMaster University
and co-founder of the
InfoHealth series at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library.
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Win Me??

18 Foot Sportsmen
Classic Trailer
from
Niagara Trailers

CRAND PRIZE

Tickets $5 each
4 tickets for $10
10 tickets for $20

-

Townsend Amusements - 50/50 - LEOs Tulip Bulb Sale - Fish Pond
Magic with Hal - Grocery Baskets - Draws - Nickel Booth - BINGO

3 FIRST ANNUAL DOG SHOW: Sat: 1:30 - Entry Fee $10.00
\.Sponsored by Pet Valu, Virgil (application www.stdavidslions.ca)
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Slick putt proves profitable
as Murray cashes in $420 win

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

Lefty Glen Murray was
a winner on the course and
on the putting green last
Thursday, becoming the
first golfer to cash in on the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Golf
Club men’s league putting
contest.

Murray sank a hard-
breaking 20-foot putt to
scoop the prize money that
had grown to $420.

Each week one participant
gets to try his luck at sink-
ing a long putt.

No one had turned the
trick all season and the
distance would shrink one
foot each week, waiting for
someone to nail it. And the
prize money would grow.

Murray also won a gross
skin for a birdie on the sixth
hole.

Meanwhile, former club
champion Stephen Warboys
was in fine form, shooting
a l-under 35 to take low
gross. He also totalled 22
points in modified Stabl-
eford scoring, good for top
spot.

Other winners were: Zach

Glen Murray.

Luis (longest drive #1, lon-
gest putt #6), Don Stewart
(closest to the pin on #2),
Cal Cochrane (closest to
pin on #4), Todd Watson
(longest putt #7) and Larry
Bourk (closest to pin #9).

Net skins: Stewart (#1
and #2), Bernard Marlow
(#4) and Peter Chilibeck
(#9). Gross skins went
to: Warboys (#2), Ricky
Watson (#5) and James
Grigjanis-Meusel (#7).

Participants in the Friday
Couples League literally
had to roll the dice in their
weekly scramble.

After every foursome
had teed off, players rolled
one die to determine whose
drive was used.

That meant some excel-
lent shots went unused and
some, uh, miscues won the
roll.

First place went to Maria
and Brodie Townley, Caro-
lyn and Drew Porter who
shot an admirable 2-under
34. Second, by retrogres-
sion, were Eileen and Jack
Hanna, Kim and Oleh
Hrycko, also with 34.

Janice and Jim McMack-
en, Peggy Larder and Gerry
Shelly also broke par with
a 35, while Julie and Bill
Smethurst, Marilyn and Cal
Cochrane were fourth with
even-par 36.

Jeff Brookhouser was
closest to the pin winner on
#4, while longest putts on
#8 were sunk by Ron New-
man and Maria Townley.

Patrick Craig was the big
winner in this Tuesday’s
men’s WOOFs league, card-
ing a 1-over 37 to win low
gross and sharing closest to
the pin honours on #9 with
Ken Burr.

Ian Rutherford was low
net with 30 and Jeff Jacques
won the hidden hole with a
spectacular eagle 2 on the
eighth hole.

FREE HOME
EVALUATION

CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.5484

RE/MAX

we

RE/MAX
NIAGARA

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND
OPERATED

When you call Greg, you get Greg.

real estate

GREG SYKES
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Three Thunderhawks teams reach semis at Oshawa tourney

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

Three young Niagara
Thunderhawks lacrosse
teams competed in a week-
end tournament in Oshawa
and all three made it to the
semifinals in their division.

The U9 major, U1l and
U13 teams played last
weekend in the Braver Than
Brave Tournament.

All three NOTL teams
battled hard, winning some
games to earn berths in the
semifinals.

The U9 major team is
coached by James Sticca,
Chris Riddle, Matt Dietsch,
Kevin Coffey and Adam
Stewart.

Players are: Ryan Riddle,
Lucas Froese, Colton
Dietsch, Smith Kaposy,
Kaleb Coffey, Rily Hill,
Theo Moore, Reed Francis,
Lee Jay Allen, Jason Young,
Ethan Sticca, Sydney Her-
riman, Noah Scaringi and
Weston Stewart.

The Ull Thunderhawks
are coached by Jay Thorim-
bert, Dave Funk, Chris
Riddle, Jason Meleskie and
Brandon Berry.

Players are: James Froese,
Owen Thorimbert, Jace
Szabo, Brody Cech, Chris

S R

-

Members of the Niagara Thunderhawks U9 major team at the Braver Than Brave
Tournament in Oshawa. MATT DIETSCH

Washburn Jr., Jesiah Paul,
Conor Bailey, Hunter Berry,
Nicholas Riddle, Nikolaas
Peters, Nash Funk, Blake
Bedic, Colton Meleskie,
Charlie Fratangelo, Peter
Kostanis and Bentley Barry.

The U13 team is coached
by Connor Watson, Dan
Willms, Aaron Ward, Ben
Froese and Braedon Raw-
sthorne.

Players are: Mason
Jaeckle, Elijah Paul, Hunter
Froese, Malakai Visscher,
Jax Johnson, Jack Sartor,
Ace Washburn, Jett Jimer-
son, Max Plomish, Miller
Davis, Barrett Fiwchuk,
Ryder Kallies, Larenzo Ball,
Jack Kislasko, Logan Dodd,
Benjamin Eramian and
Tyonih White.

The Braver Than Brave

Tournament is named in
honour of lacrosse player
Tucker Williams, who was
diagnosed with cancer and
ultimately lost the battle at
the age of 8.

The short, heartbreaking
history of Tucker’s battle
with a rare form of cancer
can be found at oshawab-
lueknights.ca/braver-than-
brave.

" iuog » Tl
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Top: Blake Bedic, Jace Szabo and Jesiah Paul of the
Niagara Thunderhawks U11 team pose with Shawn
Williams, the father of Tucker Wllliams, the child
who inspired the creation of the Braver Than Brave
Tournament. NAHTANHA HILL PAUL Bottom: Players on the
Thunderhawks U13 team huddle around their coaches
during the Oshawa tournament. PAM FROESE

Canned salmon

Canned beef stew

Habitant Soups

Cookies - any kind

Canned Tuna

Applesauce or Canned Fruit
Canned chili or spaghetti or ravioli
Bottled Juices - any flavour

Snack Crackers - any kind or flavour
Chunky Soups - any kind or flavour
Soda (Soup) Crackers

Canned Ham, Corned Beef or Spam
Cereal and Oatmeal - any kind

Canned Corn, Peas, Green Beans, other
vegetable
Canned Beans (kidney, chickpeas, lentils)
Stuffing Mix

Flakes of Ham, Chicken or Turkey

Cranberry Sauce
Pasta
Rice

Canned Tomatoes
Tomato Sauce

Pudding cups - any flavour
Granola Bars / Cookies
Canned Potatoes / Instant Mashed Potatoes

NEWARK NEIGHBOURS FOOD BANK
COMMUNITY DROP-OFF FOOD DRIVE

When: Saturday, July 22, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: 1534 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil

Support Newark Neighbours and help us celebrate our new and improved Food Bank!
We need your help to restock our new shelves!! Your donation ensures that we are able
to support our clients on an on-going basis. We look forward to seeing you then.

Shelf stable milk (e.g. condensed, powdered, rice, etc.)

Sidekicks and Ramen soup packets

Jams - any flavour

Peanut Butter

Kraft Dinner

Coffee (instant, regular or decaf) / Tea

Paper Towels / Toilet Paper

Condiments — salad dressings, mayonnaise, sauces (e.g. HP Sauce,
soya sauce, Worcestershire sauce etc.), dried spices, salt & pepper
Household items e.g. dish soap, laundry detergent, cleaning
products

Toiletries e.g. toothpaste, toothbrushes, razors, hand and body
lotion, mouthwash, feminine products

ol C

Newark Neighbours

FOOD BAMK & THRIFT SHOP
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Across

8. Bucharest resident, for example (8)

9. To an excessive degree (6)

10. Company known as “Big Blue” (1,1,1)
11. Hearty Sunday lunch (3,5)

12. Fan blade (4)

16. Mobs (7)

19. Close-cropped hair style (4,3)

20. Solvent (7) 3
22. Before sunrise (7)

23. Piled carelessly (2,1,4)
24. As good as it gets (7)
28. Scotch partner (4)

32. Flattened (8) . . .
34. Hard, durable wood (3)

35. Seller (6)

36. Science of heredity (8)

Down

1. Game played on horseback (4)
2. Capital of Croatia (6)

3. He asked “"What is truth?” (6)

4, One (5)

5. Knock (4)

6. Very detailed picture receiver (1-1,2) 20

16

7. Scheme (4)

11. Pictures of people (9)
13. Applaud (7)

14. Twisted into a confusing mass (9) 23
15. Command (6)

17. Pepper (7)

18. Morning assemblies (6)

($)]

19. Drinking vessel (3) 28 |29 33 6 =
21. Salesperson (3) 8 7 6 m
25. Nosedive (6) =
26. Cracked (6) . =
27. Wonky (5) =

29. Singles (4)

35
30. Assistant (4)
31. Tender (4) . .
33. Apiece (4)

N

4 * FREE
/% U nssociares HOME EVALUATION

LURERY REAL ERTATE CALL 905.468.8777
$1,749,000 WATERVIEWS 270 FT- PRIME WATERFRONT 5.5 ACRES SOLD IN JUST 45 DAYS!

-y

93 WILLIAM ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 4 - -
123 WILLIAM ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

Angelika Zammit is proud to have been recognized as the exclusive
McGillivray Trusted Agent in the Niagara-on-the-Lake market.

MCGILLIVRAY™ % / % nssociaTEs
Trusted %

LUXURY REAL ESTATE

#1 BROKERAGE in the GTA. T.905.468.8777 C.289.214.4394
The largest independent real estate www.angelikazammit.com
brokerage in Canada - 6,000 Agents 496 Mississauga Street

across 10 branches in Ontario. Local Office: Niagara-on-the-Lake

" '0) ™ 60+ azna 150M+ UP TO 100
|IST9|ObG”y @9 COUNTRIES *@A MONTHLY CONSUMERS ¥ GLOBAL PORTALS
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Train, work, sleep and repeat

St. Davids boxer is focused on preparing for Pan Am qualifiers in Colombia

Somer Slobodian

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

As a champion amateur
boxer by day and a nursing
student by night, Mckenzie
Wright has little time for
anything else in life.

“My mindset is just one
day at a time, just keep
powering through,” the St.
Davids fighter says.

She’s juggling full-time
night shifts at a long-term
care facility in Welland,
needed to get her nurs-
ing diploma from Niagara
College, and training for a
chance to compete in the
Pan American Games this
fall.

Wright has been working
straight nights five days a
week at the facility since
early May.

This might be normal for
some people, but she is also
preparing to represent Can-
ada at the Pan Am Games
qualifiers in Cali, Colombia,
in less than a month — and
training for such a competi-
tion is gruelling.

Coming in the top four at
the Aug. 3 to 10 qualifiers
would be her ticket to the
Pan Am Games in Chile
this October. A top two
finish at the Pan Ams means
a trip to the 2024 Paris
Olympics.

“I understand these are
once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunities, so I'll do whatever
it takes to take advantage
of them,” said the national
champion in the 50-kilo-
gram weight class.

She trains six days a week
at City Boxing Club in Ni-
agara Falls with her coach,
Jesse Sallows, a two-time
Golden Glove champion.

Wright also works out on
her own three to four days
a week on top of her gym
sessions.

Her intense schedule

Pan Am Games qualifiers. A fundraiser to help pay expenses will take place July 19 at the Sandtrap Pub & Grill. FILE

leaves her with five to six
hours of sleep a night and
one day off a week to rest.

“I don’t have room for
anything else right now. I
have absolutely no social
life outside of the gym,
which is tough,” she said.

“But it’s priorities as
well. The people closest to
me, they understand,” she
added.

She knows this is what
she needs to do if she wants
to go all the way.

“I have a really good
understanding of what this
sport takes and to be at a
certain level and be suc-
cessful at that level,” she
said.

“I just understand that
you have to be all in and if
you’re not all in, you’re not
going to make it.”

She wakens after her
night shift rest at around 2
p-m., has a cup of tea and

right away prepares for her
first training session.

Her conditioning days
consist of different types of
running exercises.

On Tuesdays, she sprints
up and down a hill near
her home; on Thursdays,
she runs five kilometres
as quickly as she can; on
Saturdays, she goes to
the track; and on a day in
between, she’ll do a light
five-kilometre run.

She said the track days
are the worst.

“I do 800 metres twice,
then 400 metres twice, 250
metres twice and 100 me-
tres four times,” she said.

“That one induces a little
bit of anxiety because it’s
gonna be bad no matter
what.”

These different condition-
ing sessions simulate how
rounds of boxing work.

Running 800 metres at

top speed takes about three
minutes.

“So I'm going as hard as
hard and as fast as possible
for three minutes because
that’s one round of boxing,”
she said.

Her other conditioning
workouts are more touch-
and-go, with energy spikes
and drops that simulate
the brief bursts that occur
throughout boxing rounds.

“You go hard, then you
might circle the ring, you
might pick your moments
more, but then you’ve
always got to be ready to
go into that hard, powerful
burst again,” she said.

Since the altitude in
Colombia (about 3,200 feet)
is higher than it is here,
maintaining her condition-
ing regimen is especially
important.

“I am going eight days in
advance before the competi-

tion starts, so that’s even
more motivation for me to
be on top of my condition-
ing,” she said.

She’s hoping those eight
days in Colombia before-
hand will help her adjust to
the altitude.

Here in Niagara, after her
conditioning sessions, she’ll
go home and have breakfast
at 3:30 p.m., rest, have a cup
of coffee, then head to the
boxing club.

“We start at 5:30 p.m.,
and that training is just
everything boxing-focused,”
she said.

For two hours, Wright
will skip, shadowbox, hit
the heavy bags, sometimes
spar and then do more con-
ditioning.

“If it’s not a sparring day,
then after my shadow box-
ing I'1l glove up and I’ll get
time to do hand pads with
my coach Jesse,” she said.

By the time she finishes
around 7:30 p.m., she heads
back home to St. Davids,
eats dinner and gets ready
for her 11 p.m. shift.

She tries to get a nap in,
but isn’t always lucky.

“If I can’t, it’s because
I'm thinking about boxing.
So, in those times where
I do try to nap, my mind
is thinking about sparring
or what I need to work on
tomorrow,” she said.

The she heads to work,
gets off at 7 a.m. — and does
it all over again.

“What I'm doing right
now, it’s not sustainable,”’
she said.

“I know, it’s crazy and
I'm not sleeping enough and
I'm tired all the time, but I
only have a few weeks left,
so I know I can do it,” she
added.

The hardest thing for her
has been how exhausted her
body feels all the time, she
said.

She loves boxing and has
no trouble motivating herself
to do it, but said she’s just
“battling pure exhaustion.”

“Muhammad Ali says
something like, ‘Suffer now
and live your life as a cham-
pion,” ” she said.

She finishes up her nurs-
ing co-op in soon and leaves
for Colombia on July 24 for
18 days for her shot at the
Pan American Games.

“It’s once in a lifetime, so
I'm all in,” she said.

FUNDRAISER: Next
Wednesday, July 19, from
3 to 5 p.m., friends and
family have organized a
fundraising meet-and-greet
session for Wright at the
Sandtrap Pub & Grill on
Mary Street. For more
information, contact her fa-
ther, Dow Wright, by email
at dwright24@live.com. A
GoFundMe has been set up
to help cover the cost of her
trip to Colombia.

Kickboxing-on-the-Lake:

Maddy Gordon
The Lake Report

After retiring from a
seven-year career in mixed
martial arts, Dwayne Hinds
knew he had to find a career
that would let his passion
for fitness shine through.

That’s why the Niagara-
on-the-Lake resident has
opened a new gym at 256
East & West Ln.

Originally from Trinidad
and Tobago, Hinds began
his MMA career fighting in

barnyards with no profes-
sional influence, eventually
graduating to fight and train
in over 10 countries across
the world.

“I wrestled in high school
and university in the U.S.,
and then got into judo. I
actually watched one of my
buddies from judo fight and
thought, ‘I can do that,”
said Hinds.

Now, he’s bringing that
passion and experience to
his new venture, located
inside Caughill Automotive

MMA fighter opens new gym on East & West Line

(where the mechanic still
works).

Hinds offers a variety of
fitness programs to mem-
bers, including strength con-
ditioning classes, personal
and group training, personal
and group kickboxing les-
sons and kids kickboxing
lessons.

Hinds said he hopes to
make exercising fun for
people who struggle to find
enjoyment in the activity.

“I don’t think anyone is
motivated by burpees, bicep

curls and squats,” he said.

“Linking fun with skill
development so people look
forward to coming to train-
ing, that’s the goal.”

Hinds finished his MMA
career with two losses and
13 consecutive wins as a
professional fighter in 2015,
later opening a gym in
Trinidad and Tobago before
migrating to Canada in
2019.

“I’'m just happy I get to go
back and do what I love,”
said Hinds.

Boxing coach Dwayne Hinds plans to call his new gym
Kickboxing-on-the-Lake. MADDY GORDON
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EXPLORING PHOTOS

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

Road construction in the summer of 1914

As we all endure road construction season during the summer months, let’s check out this photograph of a 15-ton steam roller that was laying new
pavement on King Street near Queen in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Note the rail tracks in the bottom left corner. Lord Mayor W.H. Harrison is the man
standing in the middle and the workers, from left, are William Murray, Alf Tester, Harry Mathews, Curt Gordon and Ivan Armstrong.

A unique Niagara moment filled with music and memories

)
Ross Robinson
Columnist

Back about 10 years
ago, Atis Bankis dusted
me during a men’s tennis
league night at the Memo-
rial Park tennis courts.
While enjoying a cold
Oast House’s Barnraiser
after the match, I told him
he “had played me like a
Stradivarius.”

A bit ironic as he is a
master violinist, the found-
er and artistic director of
Music Niagara, now in its
25th-anniversary season.

He had learned to play
violin and tennis in his
native Lithuania and
continues to create musi-
cal magic. Tennis? Not so
much.

Last weekend at Iron-

wood Cider House on
Lakeshore Road, in a
unique venue with an ap-
preciative and supportive
audience, Atis and his
peers created an evening
that resembled a musical
salon.

A salon is a gathering of
people held by a host, in
this case Music Niagara.
Salons first appeared in
Italy in the 16th century,
and flourished in France in
the 17th and 18th centu-
ries.

The concert/salon was
sponsored by Patrick
Little, the senior partner
at Murray and Associ-
ates LLP, a St. Catharines
law firm. Peter Millard,

a member of the Shaw
Festival company for
some 30 years, was the
master of ceremonies, and
deftly described Schubert,
Schumann, Dietrich and
Brahms.

To someone like me
from Kirkland Lake and
Winnipeg, it was a chal-
lenge.

My comfort zone is
describing hockey play-
ers like Frank Mahovlich,
Tim Horton, Ted Lindsay

sk, b

and Allan Stanley — all
tough lads from northern
Ontario, who used their
hockey sticks like violin
bows, to make nice passes
and goals.

They didn’t play a so-
nata in A minor or a piano
quartet op. 47 in E flat
major.

By the way, Stradivarius
violins were made by An-
tonio Stradivari in his shop
in Cremona, Italy, until his
death in 1737. A true mas-

Music Niagara director Atis Bankis. FILE/RICHARD HARLEY

ter, and the North Ameri-
can equivalent to such a
category leader might be
Frank Zamboni.

Zamboni invented the
ice-resurfacing machine in
California and the Boston
Bruins were the first NHL
team to use one, in 1954.
Since then, thousands of
Zambonis have been sold.

The ice-making mae-
stro is in the Ice Skating
Institute Hall of Fame,
making it clear that Stradi-

varius and Zamboni were
two Italian leaders in
their fields. Back now to
Ironwood Cider House on
Sunday evening.

The venue was sans
pareil, with intermission
among the peach trees.
Light foods were provided
by the District from St.
Catharines and my Mexi-
can sweet corn tapa was
to die for. Especially at
$8, with sweet corn, feta,
cilantro lime cream, garlic
butter and paprika.

And how classy it was
to be dining with a light
wooden spoon. Ironwood’s
Ciderita and other ciders
were available chilled to
complement the food of-
ferings.

It was spectacular to
enjoy the music of Atis
Bankis on violin, Victoria
Kogan on piano, Liubomyr
Kliufinskyi on viola and
Jonothan Tortolano on
cello. They thrilled us with
such wonderful talents at
Ironwood, and we counted
our blessings to be part of
this Music Niagara gem.

There are several more
concerts throughout
the summer, at various

delightful venues, and a
special highlight will be
on Sunday, July 30, when
they celebrate Ukrainian
music and culture at St.
Mark’s Anglican Church
at 4 p.m.

This will be a breathtak-
ing and heartfelt musi-
cal experience featuring
internationally renowned
soloists and musicians. |
have a dashing blue and
yellow shirt pressed and
ready, and invite NOT-
Lers to be at St. Mark’s to
show solidarity with our
Ukraine fellows.

Bankis has the musical
Rolodex of Rolodexes, so
please be with us.

Let us delight ourselves.
As Peter Millard said,
“Where words fail, music
speaks.”

Step out of your comfort
zones, join other Niagara-
on-the-Lake residents and
visitors, close your eyes,
and let the music over-
take your senses for a few
hours. You will be a better
person.

Music in Niagara with
Music Niagara. We are
all so fortunate to live in
Canada in 2023.
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FOR A REASON
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. ‘MacDonald «/ MacDonald
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THE OLD TOWN CHARM THE COUNTRY FARM THE WATERFRONT RAVINE
$4,395,000 $1,249,000 $1,699,000
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THE WATERFRONT LUXURY THE GOLF COURSE OASIS THE ROOFTOP POOL
$2,499,000 - $2,999,999 : $3,699,000

THE RESORT THE TREED RAVINE THE PARKWAY
$5,500,000 _ $1,099,000 $6,490,000
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“RANKING ACCORDING TO THE STANDARD & NIAGARA THIS WEEK READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS IN 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022.
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Your Local Birding & Nature Experts

Home of NO MES$S & NO WASTE bird seed
280 Geneva St. | 289-362-2892 | www.UrbanNatureStore.ca

|
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Left: Deadheading snowcap shasta daisy. Righ

t: Deadheading gaillardia. JOANNE YOUNG

Let the deadheading begin

L

' e
GROWING
TOGETHER W

Joanne Young
Columnist

All these hot, humid days
may be making you feel
like a bit of a dead-head.
And speaking of deadheads
(see what I did there?), one
way to keep your garden
blooming throughout the
summer is by deadhead-
ing your flowering shrubs,
perennials, and annuals.

If you are a beginner gar-
dener, don’t worry, it is not
a difficult task. Deadhead-
ing simply means removing
the flowers once they have
finished blooming.

To better understand the
importance of deadheading,
it helps to understand how
a plant thinks. The goal of
most plants is different than
the reason we have placed
them in our gardens.

Our goal is for the plant to
provide beautiful flowers for

our enjoyment. For a plant,
its goal is to produce a seed
to reproduce itself. The
flowers are just the means of
producing seeds.

So, why is this important
to know? Once a plant has
finished flowering and the
petals have dropped off
what remains there is its
seed (or fruit containing
seed).

If the seed is left there to
ripen, it signals to the plant
that it has finished its job
and does not have to contin-
ue flowering. On the other
hand, if you rob the plant of
that seed, it signals to the
plant that it now must bloom
again to produce seed.

So, you can trick the plant
into blooming multiple
times, keeping your plants
colourful throughout the
season.

There are also other
benefits of deadheading.
Removing the spent blooms
keeps the plant looking tidy
and will also encourage the
plant to grow thicker and
fuller.

If you have a plant that
spreads rapidly from reseed-
ing itself and you want to
control it, deadheading will
help to control its spread.

One caution though,
deadheading can become
addictive. I know that I find

myself deadheading other
people’s plants for them. I
just can’t stop myself!

As far as the question
of timing is concerned
for deadheading, you can
remove the finished flowers
at any time. Of course, the
sooner you remove the spent
flowers, the quicker it will
rebloom.

The more important ques-
tion is how to deadhead.
The biggest mistake I see
is that people will just pull
off the dead flower petals,
but this does not remove the
seed head.

Others will cut the flower
off right below the flower.
This removes the seed head,
but you will be left with a
dry and unattractive flower
stem.

For a basic rule of thumb,
deadhead your spent flow-
ers and stems back to a
quarter-inch above a new
lateral flower, lateral leaf or
leaf bud. This encourages
new growth from that point
and that new growth will
produce new flowers.

Most annuals will require
regular deadheading to keep
blooming for you all sum-
mer. A lot of the deadhead-
ing can be done by simply
using your fingers to pinch
off the spent flowers and
stems.

When it comes to pe-
rennials and shrubs, you
will probably need to use
secateurs to remove the old
flower and stem.

Not all plants will repeat
bloom, especially ones
that don’t flower until late
summer. Some examples
of annuals that benefit
from deadheading: gera-
niums, marigolds, zinnias,
snapdragons, petunias and
angelonia.

Examples of peren-
nials that will benefit
from removing the spent
blooms are hollyhocks,
delphiniums, Shasta dai-
sies, coneflowers, salvias,
campanulas, bee balms and
gaillardia.

Some flowering shrubs
that will bloom more than
once if deadheaded are
everblooming hydrangeas
(such as the endless sum-
mer hydrangea varieties),
weigela, some varieties of
spirea, potentilla, roses,
Bloomerang lilac and but-
terfly bush.

So, if you want a garden
that will perform for you all
summer, let the deadhead-
ing begin!

Joanne Young is a Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake garden
expert and coach. See her
website at joanneyoung.ca.

E.. colilevels close
(Queen’s Royal Beach

Julia Sacco
The Lake Report

E. coli levels at Queen’s
Royal Beach may put a
damper on your weekend
plans.

The Region of Niagara
has deemed Queen’s Royal
Beach unsafe for swimming
after routine testing of the
water.

“There are a number of
factors that could contrib-
ute to the high levels of
E. coli in the water,” said
Brandon Krupa, the re-
gion’s manager of environ-
mental health.

He cited weather as a
likely contender, with the
amount of rain and wind
potentially altering the
water’s quality.

“Each beach is different,
with its own characteristics
and some have better flow,
some are more stagnant. All
that plays a factor into the
water quality,” Krupa said.

The beach at Ryerson
Park, about two kilometres

west of Queen’s Royal,

is not listed as an official
beach and therefore is not
tested.

The water at Queen’s
Royal Beach is tested each
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday in summer. The
quality level is updated 24
hours after testing — the next
update will be on Thursday,
July 13.

“The important thing to
remember is that samples
are just a point in time: the
wind changes, the weather
changes, the rain, the
amount of animals,” Krupa
said.

Queen’s Royal Beach has
been open for swimming
76 per cent of the time this
season.

Krupa urged swimmers to
be mindful of water status
before heading in for a dip.
Updates are available at
NiagaraRegion.ca.

If one beach is posted un-
safe for swimming, Krupa
said there will be other op-
tions available.

Have an
opinion you
want heard?

The Lake Report welcomes your letters to the editor.
Please, write early and often. Letters ideally should be
under 400 words long. Occasionally, longer letters may
be published. All letters may be edited for conciseness,
accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your full name,
street address and a daytime telephone number so that
authorship can be authenticated. Only names and general
addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be published.
Send your letters to editor@niagaranow.com or drop
them by our office at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.
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PREMIERE INDIAN CUISINE IN NOTL

RESTAURANT & BAR OPEN FOR DINING AND TAKEOUT
CHECK OUT OUR NEW LUNCH MENU ON OUR WEBSITE

233 King St. | 905-468-7222 | Menu: auraonthelake.ca
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MOVING

QEW / Glendale Avenue Interchange Reconstruction
Reconstruction of York Road (Regional Road 81) and Glendale

R [] H I] S Avenue (Regional Road 89) into a Single-lane Roundabout

Road Closure
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Motorists and the general public are
advised that York Road (Regional Road
81) at Glendale Avenue (Regional Road
89) in the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake
will be closed to through traffic starting
Friday, July 21, 2023 at 9 p.m. until
Friday, July 28, 2023 at 7 a.m.

Pending weather the backup dates for this
closure are Friday, July 28, 2023, 9 p.m.
until Friday, August 4, 2023, 7 a.m.

The Ministry of Transportation, in
partnership with Niagara Region, is
undertaking work on the QEW/Glendale
Interchange project. Brennan Paving &
Construction and Morrison Hershfield,
the Design-Build partners on the QEW/
Glendale Diverging Diamond Interchange
project, will be starting work on the final
stages of construction of the roundabout
at the Glendale Avenue (Regional Road
89) and York Road (Regional Road 81)
intersection. To complete this work a full
closure of the intersection is required.

Road Closure and Detour Details

Glendale Avenue (Regional Road 89)
and York Road (Regional Road 81)
traffic will be redirected onto the detour
route as indicated on the map

Traffic via Glendale Avenue (Regional
Road 89) northbound to York Road
(Regional Road 81) eastbound will have
access to local businesses 7 a.m. to

5 p.m. on weekdays

York Road (Regional Road 81)
eastbound access will also be available
during weeknights pending there is no
construction activity obstructing the
eastbound lane

Businesses and residents will have
access during the closure via the posted
detour routes, and delays should

be expected

Emergency services will have access
through the work zone, but delays may
be incurred. Access can be achieved
through alternative routes

Connecting more people to more possibilities.

Please follow municipal511.ca for
real-time information on Regional road
closures and construction updates.
Municipal 511 shares road information
that connects directly to Google Maps and
Waze and assists Niagara Region, Local
Area Municipalities and the Ministry of
Transportation to better coordinate local
construction projects in order to minimize
traffic disruption.

Inquiries concerning this project may
be directed to GlendaleDBTeam@
morrisonhershfield.com or by visiting
our webpage at niagararegion.cal/
projects/qew-glendale-interchange.

Your co-operation and patience during this
period of inconvenience will be appreciated.

Dan Carnegie
Commissioner of Public Works (Acting)
Niagara Region

Notice first issued July 13, 2023.

Niagara 4/#/ Region

niagararegion.ca/projects
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LUXURY PROPERTIES
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is 174ft deep lot with 250ft of frontage

offers planning for the future like few others, laugh, run and play....or work from any corner of this beautiful home. From the sunlit living spaces with
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Rare and Remarkable. 1621 Concession 6 Rd in the country, and steps from all an urban setting offers. Viewing th

sky high ceiling, to the privacy of the main floor master, with large walk-in closet, stunning ensuite, and private outdoor entrance to the hot tub. Clear
blue swimming pool with waterfall, large deck space, and outdoor seating areas offer open air privacy. A spacious driveway and three car garage will
accommodate everyone in your household as well as guests, the interior features outstanding finishes and spaces, from the gleaming kitchen with
breakfast nook having gorgeous views, to private dining...from two second floor bedrooms, cozy loft space and open landing...to a huge finished
basement offering options for your lifestyle from additional bedrooms, rec room, home gym or office - it's all finished and ready, you only move in and

decide what works best for you. At $2,650,000 you'll find value, comfort and enjoy what living is all about.

L NULSH Ry 9 Royal LePage NRC Realty
ROYAL LEPAGE Ste fan Re gler Office 9034654214

L U RHRE Sales Representative Direct 2892576744




