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NOTLers strike gold

Town’s two athletes both reached top of the podium at Summer Games

ELECTION

2022

13 running
for & seats on .

NOTL council A

Kevin MacLean -
The Lake Report

They’re off and running.

A few last-minute hope-
fuls were able to sign their
registration papers before
nominations for candidates in
the Oct. 24 municipal elec-
tion closed last Friday.

The final council candidate
to submit nomination docu-
ments was Katherine Reid of
Queenston, who became the
13th person running for one
of eight seats.

In the marquee race,
incumbent Lord Mayor Betty
Disero is facing two chal-
lengers: regional Coun. Gary
Zalepa and retired business-

Continued on Page 4

Rower Kai Bartel and wrestler Zubin Gatta brought home Summer Games gold medals. Gatta also won a bronze. RICHARD HARLEY

Molly Bowron
The Lake Report

the horn to kick off their quest
for a gold medal.

In rowing, the men’s and
women’s 8 races are marquee

his opponents.

On cue, muscles surging, he
lunges ahead as the Team On-
tario men’s 8 boat breaks free

They’re 42/100ths of a sec-
ond ahead of British Columbia,
a blink of an eye — and 14 sec-
onds, an eternity at this level,

In the calm before the storm,

Pumphouse
kits bring art
to long-term

water laps softly against the

sides of seven carbon fibre rac-

ing shells as they line up bow
ball to bow ball.

With starting positions set,
the rowers await the sound of

events, similar to the 100 me-
tres in track — The Big One.
But just before the gruelling
intensity of the race kicks in,
as he always does, Kai Bartel

shares a wink and a smile with

of the crowd.
Six minutes and 2,000 me-
tres later, the Niagara-on-the-

Lake native and his teammates

skim across the finish line of
the Royal Henley race course.

in front of the bronze medal-
lists from Alberta.

Golden!

Mission accomplished.

Continued on Page 8

care residents

Somer Slobodian
Local Journalism Initiative

All’s well after calm, windless Lake Ontario delays sailing finale

The Lake Report
Evan Loree An unusually calm lake limited the
Seniors are tuning into Local Journalism Initiative number of races that could be complet-
their artistic sides at Pleas- The Lake Report ed on Wednesday and Friday as well.
ant Manor and Upper The wind was up on Thursday and a
Canada Lodge with pre- It took a few extra hours on Sunday full day of racing was completed.

made art kits.

The kits are put together
by the Niagara Pumphouse
Arts Centre and delivered
monthly to both facilities.
The program is part of the
Pumphouse’s Continuing
Arts Recollective Experi-

but Canada Summer Games organiz-
ers managed to corral enough wind on
Lake Ontario to finally finish off the
sailing competition.

Sailors were beached for part of Sat-
urday as low winds on the lake played
havoc with the Games’ racing schedule
for the third time in four days.

Games organizers had reserved Sun-
day as a “weather day,” in case of prob-
lems with Mother Nature and they were
forced to move four Saturday races — the
men’s and women’s double-hander 29er
class — to the last day of the Games.

Summer Games athletes on the lake fly their

Continued on Page 8 provincial sails as they race. JIM SCHACHT

Continued on Page 16
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Left: After a successful mission, NOTL resident John Unger was forced to jump from his badly damaged Halifax bomber

but didnt survive. His parachute was never deployed. LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA Right: A Halifax bomber similar to
the one John Unger flew. IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM

John Unger bailed out but his parachute never opened

This year marks the 100th
anniversary of Niagara-on-
the-Lake’s iconic clock tower
cenotaph. In recognition of
the cenotaph’s century of
service through two world
wars and beyond, NOTL
historian Ron Dale has been
researching the stories of the
people — all men — whose
names are engraved on it.
This is one in a series of
stories to document and
remember the sacrifices these
combatants made.

Ron Dale
Special to The Lake Report

During the Second World
War, Allied air forces based
in England flew almost con-
tinuous raids to bomb Ger-
man transportation hubs,
factories and cities, weather
permitting.

The Royal Air Force and
Royal Canadian Air Force
tended to bomb at night
from lower altitudes while
the U.S bombed during the
day from higher up.

The Germans had armed
key points guarding facto-
ries, cities, ports and other
important positions with a
great number of anti-aircraft
guns that could fire a hail-
storm of exploding shells,
known as “flak,” at the
waves of Allied bombers.

In addition to flak, the
Germans flew effective
fighter aircraft, fast, nimble,

and very well-armed.

While the bombers had an
array of machine-guns and
cannons to defend against
enemy fighters, their planes’
superior speed and ma-
noeuvrability gave them an
advantage.

The Germans flew squad-
rons of “night fighters,” air-
craft specifically equipped
to track and shoot down
bombers at night.

When a bomber was
damaged by flak or by be-
ing shot up by an enemy
fighter, it was often still in
good enough shape to return
to England, even with an
engine or two destroyed.

If the plane had been
more seriously damaged,
however, the pilot could
order the crew to “bail out,”
using their parachutes.

Survivors were usually
captured by the enemy and
incarcerated as prisoners
of war. Some were injured
while exiting the plane,
knocked unconscious and
unable to pull the ripcord
to open the parachute. This
may be what happened to
John Unger.

Unger was born in Russia
on June 21, 1921, oldest of
the nine children of Peter
and Elizabeth Unger.

In 1925, the family left
Russia to take up land in
Saskatchewan. Peter died in
1937 and Elizabeth brought
the family to Niagara-on-

the-Lake, renting a house on
Paffard Street.

On Sept. 30, 1942, John
Unger travelled to Ham-
ilton and enlisted in the
RCAF. He received initial
training in Toronto before
being sent to Calgary for
several months to learn how
to operate the “wireless”
communications equipment
on aircraft.

After receiving certifica-
tion, he was promoted to
sergeant and then sent to
an Air Gunnery School in
Jarvis, Ont., completing that
course on Sept. 20, 1943.

He was commissioned as
a pilot officer (wireless/air
gunner) and was sent first
to Halifax and then to New
York to embark. He arrived
in England on Oct. 16, 1943.

For the next eight months
Unger received additional
training as a bomber air
crew member before finally
being assigned to an active
unit, 420 Squadron, RCAF.

His squadron leader,
Wing Commander McK-
enna, explained in a letter to
John’s mother that “he car-
ried out numerous attacks
from this country to various
targets. As a wireless opera-
tor he proved his skill and
determination to press home
his attack. His coolness
under fire and ever cheerful
manner made him a popular
member of the squadron....”

John’s Halifax bomber,

MZ 645, took off at dusk
on July 28, 1944, to bomb
targets in Hamburg, part of
a large force of bombers.

The plane made a suc-
cessful run but was attacked
by a German night fighter
afterward. Their plane
heavily damaged, some of
the crew members were able
to bail out of the stricken
aircraft.

The pilot and three other
crew members didn’t make
it out in time and were
found in the wreckage of
the plane at Estorp, Ger-
many.

Three crew members were
able to parachute to safety
but were taken prisoner by
the Germans. Unger was
not numbered among the
dead found in the crash or
the crew captured after their
parachute descents.

His body was found in
Spreckiens, several miles
from the crash site on Aug.
3, and buried nearby. In
1946, the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission
exhumed Unger’s body for
reburial in the Becklingen
War Cemetery in Germany.

It was noted that his body
was crushed but still clad
in an RCAF tunic with his
identity disc intact. He had
been buried with a “para-
chute — (not opened).”

Unger is commemorated
on the memorial clock tower
cenotaph on Queen Street.

March 2020, when COVID-19 closed the world. EVAN LOREE

Niagara Region orders
‘significant’ changes
to NOTL:s official plan

Evan Loree

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake
adopted its new official plan
almost three years ago but
now the Region of Niagara
is demanding “significant”
changes before approving it.

Any municipal plan has
to be integrated with the
region’s and province’s
wider vision, which NOTL
officials knew.

They had hoped there
would only be minor tweaks
demanded by the region.

But a planning depart-
ment report to council on
Monday, Aug. 22, says the
changes coming to the offi-
cial plan could be extensive
after the region approved
its own new official plan in
June.

The town must update
its plan in multiple areas,
including growth manage-
ment, housing, agriculture,
environment and transporta-
tion.

“It seems like we are
definitely the low end of the
totem pole when it comes
to anything to do with
planning,” said Coun. Gary
Burroughs.

“It seems like the region
has a great deal to say about
our community,” he added.

The town’s plan dealt with
population growth until
2041, but that changed after

the province amended its
own growth plan.

The changes extended
Ontario’s projections for
employment and popula-
tion growth for the Golden
Horseshoe area to 2051.

The town’s revised plan
will have to accommodate
that change.

That could have substan-
tial impact on the Glendale
neighbourhood, which the
region sees as a key area for
population growth, the staff
report said.

The region also increased
the target density for NOTL to
25 per cent from 15 per cent.

“Did anybody ask us?”
said Burroughs.

Kirsten McCauley, the
town’s director of com-
munity and development
services, said the secondary
draft of the official plan is
still in its early stages and
council can expect to see
additional plans on trans-
portation, infrastructure and
finances in the future.

While the province has
received the town’s official
plan, it also has not given it
final approval.

The “significant” al-
terations to the plan need to
account for the province’s
population projections and
may be substantial enough
to warrant an open house
and public meeting, Mc-
Cauley said in her report to
council.

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS + RENOVATORS

905 262 0895 BrockBuilders.ca

Niagara-on-the-Lake
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Parks Canada doesn’t have resources to deal
with Niagara Shores’ erosion, council told

Evan Loree

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Niagara Shores Park is
slowly eroding but Parks
Canada doesn’t have the
resources to deal with
it now, council was told
Monday night.

“There has been a lot of
erosion at Niagara Shores
Park, so safety of patrons us-
ing that is top priority for the
(federal) government,” town
parks and recreation man-
ager Kevin Turcotte said.

In the past, Parks Canada
has emphasized that safety
is more of a concern than
the park’s natural erosion.

The well-trod destination
just west of Old Town was
the subject of a staff report
to council.

“They don’t have money to
protect the shoreline, which
is being gouged away, metre
by metre every year,” said
Lord Mayor Betty Disero.

“Falling into the Lake,”

a 2019 video documentary
and accompanying special
investigation by The Lake
Report, delved into the
ongoing erosion problems
at the park.

A photo of the erosion at Niagara Shores Park taken in July 2019. Since then most of the
trees at the edge of the row have fallen into the lake. RENE BERTSCHI Watch The Lake
Report’s documentary on erosion and see past coverage at www.niagarashores.com.

The town’s report
contains the results of an
opinion survey on the ef-
fectiveness of NOTL’s new
parks bylaw.

According to the report,
some survey participants
feel that Niagara Shores
Park should be reopened to
more visitors and vehicles.

Turcotte said staff spoke
to Parks Canada, but did
not receive an exact date
for the reopening.

When pressed on the
delay, Turcotte said there

are limited resources avail-
able to address the eroding
shorelines.

Coun. Clare Cameron
asked if Parks Canada is
aware the park is still in
use and Turcotte said the
federal agency is.

Previous reports by The
Lake Report explain that
the park is open to walkers
but is closed to drivers who
often park too close to the
eroding bluffs.

The staff report also
highlighted some concerns

about the town’s community
outreach.

The survey discussed
in the report had only 73
responses, well below the
town’s average of 111.

Cameron said the word-
ing of the survey questions
may have been an issue.

“I love words. These
questions had a ton of
words,” she said.

“Any creative ideas to
expand participation in a
survey like this would be
wonderful,” she added.

NOTL-raised woman dies in N.Y. while boating

Somer Slobodian

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

A Hamilton paramedic
who was raised in Niagara-
on-the-Lake died Saturday
after being found float-
ing in Lake Ontario, off
Wilson, N.Y., shortly after
setting out on a personal
watercraft.

Ria VanNoort, 33, was a
paramedic for both the City
of Hamilton and Haldimand
County Emergency Ser-
vices.

Her parents Sharon and
Robert VanNoort are well-
known in Virgil, where they
operate a flower shop.

Ria VanNoort leaves
a six-year-old daughter,
Mayla, and her companion
Kyle Biloski, with whom
she resided in Canfield, Ont.

She was attending a party
at a home in Wilson, east
of Youngstown, when she
apparently fell from the
personal watercraft, the

Ria VanNoort with her daughter Mayla. SUPPLIED

Niagara County Sheriff’s
Office said in a statement.

Sheriffs received a 911
call just after 6 p.m. on
Saturday.

VanNoort was operating
the watercraft offshore.
Sometime after, partygo-
ers noticed her floating in
the water nearby, investi-
gators said.

People at the party loaded

her onto another boat and
brought her to shore.

After deputies and
members of the Wilson and
South Wilson volunteer fire
departments provided aid
to VanNoort, she was taken
to Eastern Niagara Lock-
port Hospital, where she
was pronounced deceased,
sheriffs said.

The cause of death and

details surrounding the
incident are still unclear.

Supt. David Thompson
of Hamilton Paramedic
Services said, “First and
foremost, we send our
condolences to Ria’s fam-
ily, friends and loved ones
that are coming together to
mourn.”

She was a beacon of
positivity and happiness, he
said.

“She always just wanted
to give back and help out.
Speaking with her, she
loved fundraising and loved
her dogs,” Thompson said.

“Her daughter was obvi-
ously the most important
part of her life,” he added.

A GoFundMe has been
set up by John Las to help
the family. The majority of
the money will go into an
account for Mayla’s future.

The Niagara County Sher-
iff’s criminal investigation
bureau said it is continu-
ing its investigation of the
incident.

SPIRIT IN NIAGARA
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LABOUR DAY 2022:
SOLIDARITY IS THE WAY FORWARD

The past two and a half years have been some of the
most challenging times Canadians have faced in a
generation and this pandemic has impacted the most
vulnerable among us in more ways than we know. The
pandemic also showed us how resilient we can be when
we all stand together.

It's been a tough time but as a nation we've proven that
we're ready to work together for the common good for all.
We must hold onto that solidarity and continue to stand
united as we move forward with an ambitious plan for
recovery.

Now, here in the Niagara Region we are in the midst of an
affordability crisis. We are all worried about the
increasing cost of housing, food, medication and
transportation.

As we continue to recover from the pandemic and the
economic turmoil it has and is causing, many workers are
still just scraping by, struggling to find good jobs. Some
have left the job market entirely and this is why we
continue to call for a pandemic recovery that is focused
on replacing lost jobs with better ones.

Health care workers in the Niagara Region and across
Canada have been sounding the alarm on the state of
care in Canada for decades. Health care work is vital, but
it is often unstable, undervalued and underpaid. Health
care services were brought to a breaking point under the
strain of the pandemic. Our economy relies heavily on
paid and unpaid Health care work, with the burden of
Health care often falling to women. In order to achieve
full and equal labour-market participation for all, Canada
needs a cohesive plan for providing affordable, quality,
public childcare, as well as care for the elderly and people
living with disabilities. We need a care strategy, backed by
significant investment to ensure that Canadians have the
world-class care services we all deserve.

THIS LABOUR DAY, LET’S ORGANIZE
FOR A BETTER CANADA FOR ALL WORKERS.

) Canadian Labour Congress

g,

Niagara Regional
Labour Council

Niagara Regional Labour Council
nrilc.clc@gmail.com
www.niagaralabour.ca
facebook: @niagaralabour

\C  Congrés du travail du Canada

ELECTION’22

13 running for 8 council seats
| -

Continued from Front Page

man Vaughn Goettler, who
filed his nomination papers
last Wednesday.

Incumbent Couns. Allan
Bisback, Gary Burroughs,
Wendy Cheropita, Sandra
O’Connor and Erwin Wiens
all are seeking re-election.

Couns. Norm Arse-
nault, Clare Cameron and
John Wiens opted to not run
again.

They 13 people running for
council are:

Tim Balasiuk: He is a
lifelong NOTL resident
who owns Paddle Niagara,

a company that hosts kids
camps, teaches water safety
and offers services for locals
and tourists.

Allan Bisback: He just
completed his first term on
council, where one of his
responsibilities has been
overseeing the town’s budget
process.

Gary Burroughs: A former
lord mayor and regional
representative, he has been
active in NOTL politics for
many years.

Adriana Cater (Vizzari): A
St. Davids resident who calls
herself a “passionate com-
munity builder,” she studied
business administration and
human resources manage-
ment.

Wendy Cheropita: A
one-term councillor seek-
ing re-election, she was one
of the driving forces behind
the NOTL Ambassadors
program.

Alistair Harlond: A vol-
unteer firefighter in NOTL,
he runs an automotive repair
service and is a former Shaw
Festival performer.

Maria Mavridis: A Queen
Street entrepreneur and res-
taurateur, she has sat on the
boards of several community
and non-profit organizations.

John McCallum: A first-
time candidate in NOTL, he
had an international career in
finance and accounting span-
ning North America, Europe,
Asia and the Middle East.

Richard Mell: He is co-
owner of Grape Escape
Winery Tours in Virgil and a
realtor in NOTL. A resident
of St. Davids, he has been a
member of the town’s diver-
sity, equality and inclusion
committee.

, LR ..I \
Candidates for lord mayor,
Betty Disero (incumbent),
Vaughn Goettler and Gary
Zalepa. FILE PHOTOS

Sandra O’Connor: She was
appointed to council last year
after Stuart McCormack quit
in 2020. A former Green
party candidate, she has
spoken out on environmental
tourism-related issues.

Katherine Reid: Now a
Queenston resident, she also
has lived in Old Town, and
has worked in the Niagara
wine industry since 1981.

Nick Ruller: He was
NOTLs fire chief until Feb-
ruary of this year when he
resigned to become a platoon
chief with Brampton’s fire
service.

Erwin Wiens: One of the
more outspoken members of
council, he is a grape farmer
and former police officer.

Meanwhile, three new can-
didates entered the regional
council race in the final days
before the deadline.

With five capable, expe-
rienced people fighting for
NOTLs one regional seat,
this could turn out to be one
of the toughest races of the
campaign.

The regional candidates
are:

Pat Darte: A former lord
mayor, defeated in 2018, he
has a long career of public
service including help-
ing establish the Niagara
Community Foundation and
the Family and Children’s
Services Foundation.

Andrea Kaiser: A former
town councillor who has
long been active in Niagara
politics, including as a federal
Liberal candidate, she has
worked in the wine industry
for many years and now is
proprietor of a winery.

Paolo Miele: A former
town councillor defeated in
2018, he operates a breakfast
restaurant near Glendale and
has been an outspoken politi-
cal voice on social media.

William Roberts: Twice
elected as a provincial New
Democrat in Alberta in
the 1980s, he has been an
ordained Anglican minister
since 1979. He also was a
member of the town’s envi-
ronmental committee.

Barbara Worthy: Self-
described as the only non-
political person in the race,
she is an independent creative
arts producer, actress, writer
and former CBC Radio pro-
ducer. She also is the NOTL
Museum’s community
engagement co-ordinator.

The race for the four
NOTL-St. Catharines seats
on the District School Board
of Niagara had one late addi-
tion with Rhona Lindo-Kelly
signing up.

Christine Lewis withdrew
her nomination on Aug. 18,
leaving incumbents Kate
Baggott, Alex Bradnam, Lora
Campbell and Jonathan Fast
in the race along with other
challengers Donald MacDou-
gall and Kris Vreck.

And three candidates —
Natalia Benoit, Larry Huibers
and Jolanta Pawlak — are
running for the two NOTL-
St. Catharines seats on the
Niagara Catholic District
School Board.

Only Melinda Chartrand
registered for the lone posi-
tion on the French school
board, the Conseil Scolaire
Catholique MonAvenir, so
she will be declared the win-
ner by acclamation for the
second consecutive election.

Advanced polling will take
place Oct. 8 at St. Davids
Public School, Oct. 12 and 19
at the town offices on Four
Mile Creek Road and Oct.

15 at the NOTL Community
Centre.

The new town council will
begin its term Nov. 15.

With files from Evan Loree.

UPPER CANADA
NATIVE ART
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FineE COLLECTIBLES BY THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND —2=~

WWW.UPPERCANADANATIVEART.COM | 905-468-6464 | 109 QUEEN ST.
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Town counC|| has reJected nine proposals for the old hospltal site in Old Town Nlagara -on-the-Lake. The proposals were part
of a confidential process, so no information about the plans is yet available to the public. FILE/JESSICA MAXWELL

Council rejects all proposals for old hospital

Evan Loree

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

It’s back to the drawing
board for future plans for
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s old
hospital site.

Nine companies respond-
ed to the town’s request
for ideas about how to
redevelop the old hospital
— but council rejected all
the proposals as unsuitable
and cancelled the process,
a report released Monday
shows.

The town hired a fairness
monitor in April 2021 to
help collect expressions of
interest on what to do with
the valuable property at 176
Wellington St. in Old Town.

The job of the fairness
adviser, Optimus SBR Inc.,
was to ensure the integrity
of the process.

After launching the
search and examining
the submissions, “council
determined that none of
the proposals adequately
satisfied all the strategic
objectives of the town,”
Greg Dadd, principal of
Optimus, said in a report to
council dated July 12.

The submissions were
excellent but the old hospi-
tal could not accommodate
every one of them, Lord
Mayor Betty Disero said in
an interview.

As well, the town needed
to assess alternative loca-
tions for the proposed
projects compiled by Dadd
because “the hospital alone
can’t do it,” the mayor said.

The project proposals
varied widely, from hous-
ing plans and seniors facil-
ity, to a motel and parking
for the public, she said.

“We probably need most
of them, but they all can’t
go on the same spot,”
Disero said.

With council’s rejection
of all the ideas and owing
to “the substantive change
in the economic environ-
ment due to COVID-19
since the request for
expressions of interest was
issued,” council decided
not to proceed detailed
proposals and cancelled
the process, Dadd said.

The companies that
submitted proposals were
identified as: the Arts,
Culture and Education
Hub, Fortis Construction
Group Inc., Fram Build-
ing Group Ltd., Idrakoth
Limited, Lais Hotel Prop-
erties, Manor Village Life
Centres Inc., Niagara-on-
the-Lake Wellness Cen-
tre Inc., Wellness Suites

Condominiums and White
Owl Properties Ltd.

At Monday’s commit-
tee of the whole meeting,
Coun. Gary Burroughs
wanted to know what the
next steps would be for the
old hospital.

Chief administrator
Marnie Cluckie said staff
would return to council,
likely in January after the
fall election, “to workshop
what council would like to
see.”

“From that information
we would be in a position
to go out for a request for
proposal,” she added.

The Lake Report’s
multi-part “Future Vi-
sion” series examined
ideas from the community
regarding how to repur-
pose the old hospital site.
Search “future vision” on
www.niagaranow.com.

Fewer short-term rental problems, town report says

Evan Loree

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Getting short-term rental
operators to comply with
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s li-
censing and bylaw require-
ments is continuing to show
positive progress, a town
staff report says.

“I think we’re making
some pretty good strides,”
Lord Mayor Betty Disero
said in an interview.

The town issued just
two bylaw infractions and

conducted 15 investigations
into short-term rental in-
fractions in June, according
to the report presented to
councillors Monday night.

There were no short-term
rental infractions and two
investigations in July, the
report said. Short-term
rental infractions are ex-
pected to average between
zero and 10 every month.

Educating violators is the
first option for the town’s
enforcement officers. When
that fails, substantial fines
can be levied.

Disero said the town
gives licence owners all the
information they need to
stay in compliance.

Almost a year ago, in
September 2021, the town
rolled out a program with
Granicus Host Compli-
ance to monitor short-
term rentals alongside the
administrative monetary
penalty system to better
fine individuals for break-
ing town bylaws.

As well, 1,883 parking
tickets were issued in June
and 2,043 in July, accord-

ing to the bylaw enforce-
ment reports for those
months.

Four property standards
investigations took place in
June and another 23 were
conducted in July.

The town issued 18 ad-
ministrative penalty tickets
in June and another nine
in July.

Overall, the town has
issued 52 such tickets so far
this year, 12 of which have
been for short-term rental
infractions and 12 for tree

NOTL
Denture Clinic

Bring your smile back to life with
permanent teeth in one day.

Visit our dental clinic and
on-site lab for timely service.

. |

Taren A. Trindade J. Gus Koroneos
B.A., DD Hons. B.Sc., DD
il 4
Offering complimentary consultations at
1630 Niagara Stone Road,
Niagara-on-the-Lake
905-4686-4444

WWW. niagarade niures.comnl

Proud to support
local news!

WAY

MPP Niagara Falls proudly
representing Niagara-on-the-Lake

905-357-0681

bylaw violations.

STONE ROAD

Pharmacy

Caring beyond the prescription

¢

Overdose Awareness
Day is August 31

on

Speak with one of our
pharmasists about Narcan
and how you can help.

Stone Road Pharmacy
205-468-3000
1630 Niagara Stone Rd.

INDIAN CUISINE IN NOTL
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COVID Tracker

NOTL active cases (last 28 days): 77
Region active cases: 1,034
Region deaths: 598
Region total cases: 44,649

*Aug. 24 data per Niagara Region Public Health.
Public health warns that “Due to the surge in COVID-19
cases, limited availability of testing, and changes to
case and contact management practices, case counts
shown (above) are an underestimate of the true number
of individuals in Niagara with COVID-19. Data should be
interpreted with caution.” Case data for municipalities is
also now being interpreted in 28-day cycles.
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Spotted on a thistle

An American goldfinch on a bull thistle. JANICE WHITE

Kevin MacLean
Managing Editor

Exactly 60 days from
today, we should know who
will be the next lord mayor
and councillors for the Town
of Niagara-on-the-Lake.

That is a lonnnnng
campaign. Is anyone paying
attention yet? Other than the
candidates and their most
ardent supporters and volun-
teers, probably not many.

There’s an old saying
about fall elections — no one
pays them any mind until
after Labour Day.

And while municipal
campaigns are really the
most fundamental, grass-
roots and closest-to-the-
people forms of democracy
that we have, they are also
the elections that people pay
the least attention to.

That is, until they have a
noisy short-term rental next
door or a giant pothole on
their road or the streetlights
don’t work or ...

Kevin MacLean
Managing Editor

Two athletes entered, two
gold medals won.

That’s quite a batting
average, Niagara-on-the-
Lake.

Yes, NOTL had just two
athletes competing in the
2022 Canada Summer
Games, which concluded
Sunday.

Enitorials
Substance, please, not just platitudes

All politics are local, but
municipal politics are really
local, and too often lo-cal.

As the trusted, inde-
pendent media voice in
our community, The Lake
Report plans to cover the
election campaign closely,
bringing you news as it hap-
pens and occasionally com-
menting on the proceedings
as necessary.

However, we’re going to
do things a little differently
than others might.

In old-school small-town
media, too often journalists
allow the candidates to dic-
tate the news and political
agenda.

And it has long been
the practice, especially in
smaller centres, to publish
glowing pre-election stories
about each candidate, all the
fine things they stand for
and maybe the things they
will do if elected.

We don’t apologize for
refusing to do that. Self-
aggrandizing, self-serving

“puff” pieces with little or
no critical assessment are
nothing more than advertis-
ing. They’re not news nor
are they good journalism.

However, on Oct. 13,
we will give candidates a
unique advertising opportu-
nity when we publish a spe-
cial Election 2022 section,
full of paid ads touting their
bona fides, their political
CVs and their platforms.

We’re not knocking ad-
vertising; we love it. It is the
lifeblood of this newspaper,
allowing us to bring you
quality journalism each
Thursday.

As in everything else we
do, we will strive to meet
the expectations our readers
have set for us.

So, here’s our plan and
our promise. When candi-
dates make news of sub-
stance by something they
say or do, or when an issue
erupts during the campaign,
we will endeavour to tell
you about it.

A sporting triumph

But both our competitors
brought home gold. We’re
not sure if any other munici-
pality can top that.

Congratulations to Zubin
Gatta, who took gold — and
bronze — in wrestling. His
bronze came a few hours
after he “popped out” an
elbow in a semifinal loss to
the eventual gold medallist.

Anyone who has had a
dislocation knows just how

painful that can be and to
continue competing is testa-
ment to how dedicated this
teenager is.

And congrats to rower
Kai Bartel, who overcame
just missing the podium
in men’s pair and not long
afterward helped power the
men’s § to a golden victory.

Two incredible perfor-
mances by two fine young
athletes.

At candidate meetings
and forums, when legiti-
mate, real news is made, we
will report on it. We will
ask questions and expect
answers, because that is
what you have told us you
expect.

It’s not rocket science.

When a politico launches
their campaign, opens a
campaign office or simply
makes an appearance in the
community, we might be on
hand to ask them questions
and listen, but we won’t
simply document some
non-event just because a
mayoral or council candi-
date showed up.

Our readers deserve bet-
ter. Now, some politicians
will not like this approach
and that’s unfortunate.

We simply are asking
them for substance, not
platitudes; solutions, not
abstract generalities; and
passion but not perfor-
mance.

editor@niagaranow.com

Kudos also to all the
NOTLers who volunteered
at the tennis and sailing
venues — and to the mem-
bers of both clubs for the
work they put in and the
support they provided the
athletes.

The Summer Games
showcased some future stars
and we’re proud that NOTL
was an important part of it.

editor@niagaranow.com
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Make East-West Line preferred route to Old Town

Dear editor:

I don’t understand how
and why people think that
suggesting Charlotte Street
as a preferred route into Old
Town is the best solution to
a growing traffic problem.

The current route that
threads through Niagara
and Rye streets doesn’t
make sense.

Why would it make better
sense to reroute it through
another residential street
that has already become
a speedway at the best of
times.

Yes, it’s wide, there are
no four-way stops or speed
bumps, but the entire length
of Charlotte Street is lined
with homes.

It also leads to several
pathways and directly into
the Commons.

There are families, retir-
ees, bed and breakfasts, and
generally a lot of bicycle
and foot traffic that would
be affected very negatively
if it were the designated
route.

Why has nobody suggest-
ed that East and West Line
just be the favoured route?

It is the safest and most

direct path into Old Town.
(In reality, the most direct
would actually be to follow
Hwy. 55 straight down to
Queen Street, but for some
reason no one seems to ad-
dress this.)

On East and West Line,
there are no pedestrians,
there are no four-way stops
and it’s very easy to navi-
gate.

With the current proposal
for the Rand Estate having

an entrance at the lower

end of Charlotte Street near
Paffard, adding more cars
and traffic, it just makes no
sense for Charlotte to be the
preferred route to Old Town.

While we’re on the topic,
why aren’t the side streets
around Queen Street four-
way stops at every intersec-
tion? Prideaux, Gate, etc.
should all be four-way stops.

So many drivers just fly
through these intersections
near the golf course and it’s
an accident just waiting to
happen.

Can we get a little more
common sense in council
for this next election?

Michael Alberstat
NOTL

Yes, NOTL really needs to adopt a ward system

Dear editor:

Moving from the pres-
ent “at large” system of
electing our town council to
a new ward System as pro-
posed in your editorial, (“A
new NOTL, wards and all,”
Aug. 18) is long overdue.

On this matter, NOTL is
behind the curve compared
to other expanding locali-
ties across Canada.

Accordingly, our upcom-
ing municipal council can-
didates should be asked to
declare and express publicly
their positions on adopting a
ward system.

It should be a priority
question at any all-candi-
dates meetings. Addition-
ally all mayoral candidates,
who would continue to be
elected under the at large
system, should voice their
opinion.

This change appears to
be well-received and would
most likely gain the sup-

port of the community as a
whole.

Having wards would
address the many issues
concerning residents from
outside Old Town — those
in St. Davids, Queenston,
Glendale and Virgil — who
feel underrepresented and
disenfranchised by the way
council is currently elected.

They are fed up with the
council narrative always
pandering to the Old Town,
heritage district and tourism
crowd at the exclusion of
tackling critical concerns in
their immediate neighbour-
hoods.

Lord Mayor Betty Disero,
at a previous council meet-
ing, was incensed and vigor-
ously opposed these views.
However, as they say in
politics, “Perception is
everything,” and her com-
ments changed nothing.

Under the current system,
the town is a single district

in which all eligible voters
vote on the same list of
council candidates includ-
ing the mayor.

Wards divide the town
into smaller geographic
areas, generally of equal
population.

The residents in the ward
vote for their council mem-
ber or members, who reside
in the ward and are more
attuned and in concert with
the community’s priorities.

This is similar to the elec-
toral system in which each
MPP represents a specific
riding.

In his opinion piece,
“Glendale’s long-term needs
are much different than Old
Town’s,” in the same edi-
tion, author Steve Hardaker
made some excellent points.
Truer words were never
spoken — and so too are the
other communities’ needs
that make up NOTL.

A four-ward system

would put most probably
two council members in
each ward acting in the best
interests of the community
as a whole , and eliminate
the at large voting numbers
that heretofore have been
skewed in favour of the Old
Town cabal, a term used
recently by Mayor Disero.

Purportedly 41 per cent of
all NOTL votes are cast in
the Old Town.

So, new residents, get
out and vote. Elect officials
who will represent their
constituents, not march to
their own drummer as we
often observed with the
current council (plus their
aversion to transparency).

Advocate for this new and
timely change in our voting
structure, be proactive and
be prepared to address our
challenging population
growth needs.

Samuel Young
NOTL

Thank you for helping
Shred-it raise $4.,060

Dear editor:

We have our grand
total for NOTL Palliative
Care’s Shred-it fundraiser
on Aug. 13: an incredible
$4,060.

Thank you to everyone
who came out to Shred-it
to lend their hands, legs,
muscles, voices and smiles.

We are so grateful to
all. Penny Digweed and
Trish Anthony, you made it
look so easy.

The day was beautiful for
a change, with no humidity,
a nice breeze and not too
hot. As a team I believe we
had a lot of fun.

A special thanks to Trish
and her husband who kindly
let us break all of the boxes

up and dispose of them in
their dumpster.

Thank you to Merid-
ian Credit Union, which
sponsored our event again
this year. There wouldn’t be
a Shed-it fundraiser without
Meridian’s support.

Lastly, our Shred-it team
of Chris and Steve, and the
Shred-it company for the
discounted rate we receive
year after year.

The biggest thanks go out
to the people of Niagara-on-
the-Lake people, who save
their confidential papers for
us every year.

You help us to help others.
Bonnie Bagnulo
Executive director
NOTL Palliative Care

Superb job by tennis and sailing
clubs hosting Summer Games

Dear editor:

I want to congratulate
both the NOTL Tennis
Club and NOTL Sail-
ing Club for their superb
efforts to host the Canada
Summer Games.

I’'m told the two venues
were considered the very
best for this year’s games.

Despite the issues sur-
rounding the Niagara Sum-
mer Games and the dys-
function of their organizing
committee and board, it
would appear NOTL rose
to the occasion.

I’'m very happy for the

participants and their
families who were a able to
compete so successfully.

Most of the participants
will not compete above this
level again and very few
will make an Olympic team
in the future.

Both the federal and
provincial governments
provided millions of dollars
for the Games to happen.
I'm hoping as a result there
will be some type of long-
term legacy for Niagara.

Well done athletes.

Glenn Young
NOTL
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The Lake Report welcomes your letters to the editor. Please,
write early and often. Letters ideally should be under 400 words
long. Occasionally, longer letters may be published. All letters may
be edited for conciseness, accuracy, libel and defamation. Please
include your full name, street address and a daytime telephone
number so that authorship can be authenticated. Only names and
general addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be published.
Send your letters to editor@niagaranow.com or drop them by our
office at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.

Town should settle suit over B&B licence

Dear editor:

Now that the integ-
rity commissioner has
determined the facts do not
support a complaint that
Lord Mayor Betty Disero
attempted to interfere with
how the complaint filed by
her husband was handled
by town staff, we can move
on to the real issue of the
denial of the renewal of the
B&B licence of the couple
who are suing the town over

F L

that denial.

According to your Aug.
18 report, (“Integrity report
vindicates mayor of al-
legations over husband’s
bylaw complaint,”) the town
withheld the renewal of
Colin Telfer and Jennifer
Elliott’s B&B licence “on
the grounds that they had an
open bylaw investigation on
their property” and further
that “according to the re-
port, it is common practice

o E oA [
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for the town to withhold
licences when bylaw com-
pliance is in question.”

As I understand the facts,
the complaint relates to
an ancillary building on
the property (ie. a garage)
not used in the business of
the B&B but used for the
personal enjoyment of the
owners of the business.

At best there is only a
potential breach of a non-
licensing bylaw and not of

HOME GRAND OPENING EVENT
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the bylaw relating directly
to the licensing of the B&B.

Are we to assume that
the town would withhold a
B&B licence of an owner
who has an outstanding un-
paid parking ticket (a bylaw
infringement) issued by the
town?

Here is some free legal
advice to the town. In one
word, settle.

Ron Fritz
Queenston
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Bartel has sights on Olympic rowing

Continued from Front Page

Elated, arms raised, fists
pounding, Bartel and his
crew release a torrent of
emotion to celebrate their
win, “the hard work we put
into the boat and having it
all pay off.”

Only three hours be-
fore the men’s 8 final on
Saturday, Aug. 20, Bartel
raced in the men’s pair with
partner Shane Keagan of
Fonthill, missing a medal
position by seconds.

“I was a little disap-
pointed from the pair, that
we didn’t medal but I was
more focused on racing
the 8 rather than the pair,”
Bartel said in an interview
Monday, his 20th birthday.

Redemption wasn’t long
off for both him and Kea-
gan in the 8s race.

Going into the men’s 8
race, the Ontario crew was
more motivated because
they knew people in the
British Columbia boat and
the competitive drive was
much higher, he said.

And B.C. was the fastest
boat in the heats, almost
four seconds faster than
Ontario.

With such a short time
frame between two impor-
tant medal races, every ath-
lete has their own way of
making sure they’re ready.

“I take a lot of caffeine
before racing, which gets
me really hyped up,” Bartel
said. “And I am not a seri-
ous guy before races, so |
like to keep it light.”

But the second a race
starts, he’s totally focused,
his head totally in the boat.

In Saturday’s gold medal
win his focus changed dur-
ing the last 50 metres of the
race, Bartel admitted.

As he and his crew were
just a few boat-lengths
from the finish line, “I was
literally just staring at the
other boat the whole time,”
his entire body grinding
and pulling and wishing the
Ontario boat to gold.

Rowing is a family affair

A

Kal Bartel and Zubln Gatta strut with thelr medals on Queen Street RICHARD HARLEY

for Bartel, literally in his
blood.

His father Paul rowed out
of St. Catharines and his
cousin Owen Bartel, from
St. Catharines, competed in
the 2022 Summer Games,
winning gold and silver.

Kai’s mother Lesley and
17-year-old sister Emma
are among his biggest sup-
porters. And his youngest
sister, Kennedy, started
rowing this year.

During the fall and win-
ter months, Bartel studies
at the University of Victo-
ria where he is majoring in
commerce. He’s on his way
there now, on a road trip
to B.C. with his dad this
week.

He hopes to get “into the
varsity boat at UVIC for
this upcoming year and
then I'm gearing up for the
under-23 championships

next year in Bulgaria.”

The men’s 8 crew for the
2022 Summer Games in-
cludes several other racers
from across Niagara, but
they literally came together
as a team the week of the
competition.

“I feel like we’re all row-
ing in the same calibre,”
Bartel said.

“We understand what
needs to get done in order
to win, so we all gelled
together pretty quickly.”

The team and individual
performances on the water
at Port Dalhousie last
week were invaluable
experiences, teaching the
athletes a lot about them-
selves and their sport.

At almost 6 foot 4, with
broad shoulders and a lean
build, Bartel is not a small
guy, but one of the things
he learned from his gold

2 Proud supporters of The Lake Frepurt
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medal race is will and
desire can triumph.

“It doesn’t matter how
big you are and how fast
you are. We beat a boat full
of guys that were bigger
than us.”

With a gold medal
around his neck, Bartel
says the Canada Summer
Games experience is just
one more step on the road
to his Olympic dream.

He’s confident he is
headed in the right direc-
tion and hopes to follow in
the wake of other rowers,
like Trevor Jones, who
spun Canada Games gold
in 2017 into a spot on the
Olympic team.

In the meantime, the
training sessions at the
break of dawn and daily
skill development will con-
tinue as he strives to build
on this summer’s success.

IV SRS ¥

Athletes from Team Alberta out on Lake Ontario for the
Summer Games sailing races. JIM SCHACHT

Sailing races completed
despite low lake winds

Continued from Front Page

Lake Ontario was oddly
calm for most of the Games,
an unusual occurrence, as
anyone who spends time
near the waterfront can
attest.

Of course, by Tuesday,
two days after the Games
wrapped up, the lake was
its usual churning, turbulent
self again.

Last Saturday morning,
on the last scheduled day
of competition, things were
“not looking promising,”
Canada Games sport infor-
mation officer Clara Gravely
said in an interview.

Races were initially
scheduled for 11 a.m. but
the athletes did not cast out
into the water until nearly
2 p.m.

There was a full slate of
medal races plus some in-
complete races carried over
from Friday’s session.

“You can sail in all types
of conditions and it’s a little
bit of a different technique
and strategy when it’s light
wind,” said Gravely, who
competed at the Canada
Summer Games in 2017.

“The minimum is techni-

JRYANC T N

cally supposed to be five
knots (about 9km/h),” she
added.

Scheduling delays are part
and parcel of competitive
sailing, though.

But by 4 p.m. Saturday
the boats were moving
across the lake consistently
and Gravely hoped they
would finish the races on
the schedule before the day
was out.

However, four events had
to be pushed to Sunday
morning.

For the competitors, wait-
ing for the race to start can
be as nerve-wracking as the
race itself.

“It’s definitely challeng-
ing as an athlete,” Gravely
said, speaking to her own
experience with competitive
sailing.

“You kind of have to
just go with the flow and
keep yourself a little bit
entertained and not too
high strung while you’re on
shore,” she added.

Victoria Coady, a gold
medallist for British Colum-
bia in the ILCA 6 class on
Saturday, said, “It is tough.
It’s sort of like a hurry up
and wait kind of game.”

| ﬂ Market bouquets, dallias and sunflowers!!!!!
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vision evaluated before they begin school in the fall. Call Dr. Hopkins
& Associates Optometry to schedule a comprehensive eye exam.
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Sight for Life
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Fort pays tribute to Summer Games with Soldier’s Field Day

Jessica Maxwell
The Lake Report

Muskets firing, fife and
drum demonstrations, and
the first edition of the Sol-
dier’s Wife Challenge filled
Fort George last weekend
for the Soldier’s Field Day
— a tribute to the Canada
Summer Games.

The two days of demon-
strations by re-enactment
soldiers and historical
interpreters were designed
to help spectators see ele-
ments of life at the fort over
200 years ago.

In the spirit of the dem-
onstrations and competi-
tions that Fort George has
put on for past field days,
the women are now getting
involved because they are
a big part of what makes
up the garrison, said Dan
Laroche, the site supervisor
at the fort.

“We have to recognize
that women were part of
the regiments, a part of the
family — as I like to put it —
of the regiment,” he said.

“And although they’re
not necessarily combatants,
they still are an integral
part of what makes a regi-
ment run.”

As a part of the friendly
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These pictures highlight one of the soldiers’ “Dressed for Duty Competition,” in which two soldiers remove their tunics, lie in a bed covered with a bla
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(in temperature feeling like 34C). Then on a drum roll they both spring to their feet and race to get their tunics and belts and bayonet belt, hat, etc., to see
who can dress the fastest. The action was narrated and explained by Jim Hill of Niagara Parks and Peter Martin of Parks Canada. TONY CHISHOLM

competition, three women
who are historical inter-
preters at the fort took part
in an obstacle course-style
race that exhibited differ-
ent responsibilities that
soldiers’ wives would have
at the fort.

“Because the soldiers
can’t have all the fun at
Fort George here today,
we’ve developed our sol-
dier’s wife challenge, rep-
resenting all the things that

Rotary

Club of Niagara-on-the-Lake

soldiers wives would have
to do here at the fort on a
daily basis,” Peter Martin,
events co-ordinator at the
fort, told the spectators
before the games began.
Paloma Wapinski-Webb,
Emily Bordin and Chris-
tine Rier took turns being
timed as they ran through
the course where they had
to do things like wring
out and hang clothing, fill
and push a wheelbarrow

Icewine cocktail party fundraising

with firewood and search
through a pile of buttons
for one that belonged to the
41st Regiment.

“It is a little bit differ-
ent than the normal stuff
that we do on a day-to-day
basis, but everyone has a
competitive spirit. Every-
body kind of wanted to get
involved in some way or
another,” Laroche said.

He credited Martin, “who
came up with different

||

event showcasing Niagara
restaurants, wineries & breweries.

$150 | s50 tax receipt available

things that involve every
element of the operation of
the fort.”

“Everything that’s
represented had a huge, an
important role to play in
the operation of the fort 210
years ago.”

Grats Gazolla was at the
fort on Saturday with his
wife Joan and four grand-
children where they watched
the demonstrations by the
historical interpreters.

7:00 - 9:30 pm

Saturday, September 17th, 2022

“We spend a lot of time
coming down to Niagara-
on-the-Lake and always
make sure we take the kids
down to Fort George at
least once a year,” Gazolla
said.

His grandchildren said
it was fun to watch the
Soldier’s Wife Challenge
but some of them weren’t
sure they could do it faster
than the women who had
competed.
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In support of

Hiscott House | 78 Prideaux Street

Black and white casual dress

Nancy Bailey: Major Sponsor

Nnib

Nancy has lived, worked and played
in Niagara-on-the-Lake for over 30
years and loves the community. Helping
to raise money for Rotary Interna-
tional, as well as local charity Red Roof
Retreat, is very rewarding to her. She
enjoys making sure that her friends,
family and clients have events to come
together and have a great time.

ENGEL&VOLKERS
NANCY BAILEY

Get your tickets today!

Visit www.niagaraonthelakerotary.ca/page/icewine-cocktail-party

Masaki Sushi
Cheese Secrets Raclette

BarBea Caviar Shooters
PigOurt Beef Tenderloin Carving Station

The Rotary Club of Niagara-on-the-Lake presents e ammual Icewine Cocktail Party Fundraiser, held at Hiscott House,
the beautiful home of Rick & Gianna Dritsacos — bringing the community logether with good cheer and delicious food.

Passed Appetizers and Sweet Bites

[eewine Cocktails | Bubbly Wine | Beer

Live Band - The Athertones
Funds raised will benefit Red Roof Retreat and Rotary International Projects
Rain or shine event. For inquiries, contact email: ch_hatch@hotmail.com,

Rotary

Club of Niagara-on-the-Lake

No. 001

This is not a real ticket.
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Canada Summer Games coast to a noisy ending with fireworks

e
e

Ross’s Ramblings

Ross Robinson
The Lake Report

My pal Dave Boyes and I
attended the closing ceremo-
ny of the Canada Summer
Games in Niagara Falls.

It was a nostalgic trip for
both of us, as we had both
been part of Olympic closing
ceremonies, way back when.

In Atlanta in 1996, proudly
wearing an Olympic silver
medal around his neck, Dave
was an ear-to-ear grin-
ning part of the Canadian
Olympic team as they waved
to the world and partied on
the stadium infield. They
were celebrating a wonderful
athletic experience.

As for me, way back in
1972 in Munich, only days
after the tragic murders of
11 Israeli Olympic athletes
by the Palestinian terrorist
group Black September, I

borrowed the All Black track
suit of an inebriated New
Zealand field hockey player,
and ambled into the Olym-
pic Stadium with the Kiwi
team. Heightened security?
Gemutlichkeit!

Closing ceremonies are
special. Much less formal
than opening ceremonies,
which tend to be a bit overly
structured, beginning with
the almost militaristic pa-
rade of nations.

Most Niagarans stayed
on their couches, but Dave
and I rode our bikes up to
Queen Victoria Park for the
event. Congratulations to the
event planner of the closing
ceremony.

All day, the weather had
been threatening, but as
the worn cliche goes, “The
weather was perfect.” The
parade of athletes was flaw-
less and inspiring, with so
many fresh-faced Canadians
here from coast-to-coast-
to-coast for a final event
that was brilliantly staged
in front of the magnificent
American Falls.

Most residents never got
into the spirit of the Canada
Summer Games and there
was no real buzz about
the events. Even some of
my internet-savvy friends

The Canada Games came to a close on Sunday. STEVE PARR PHOTO

became frustrated, unable to
navigate the Games website
to learn about schedules,
results or tickets.

For some reason, other
than The Lake Report, me-
dia coverage was minimal,
with national papers and
television networks ignoring
the action.

The teams walked in some
sort of order, waving to the
crowd who cheered them
thank you and goodbye. A
massive stage had been set
up with all the attendant
audio and visual equipment
needed for such a large-scale

production. An enthusiastic
announcer kept the crowd
apprised of who was arriv-
ing and the teams took their
places for the ceremony.

There were provincial and
territorial flags flying, but a
noticeable paucity of red and
white maple leaf Canadian
flags. Even the nearby Sky-
lon Tower was not lit up and
we couldn’t see if the Cana-
dian and American Falls had
been illuminated with our
national colours.

The invited speakers
thankfully respected the
three Bs of public speaking.

“Be Brief. Be Sincere. Be
seated.” MP Adam Van Ko-
everden, a former Olympian,
was the highlight, revving up
the teams to a fever pitch as
they cheered loudly for the
Canada Games and them-
selves.

It was an emotional few
minutes as this Canadian
athletic icon enthusiastically
got everyone into the spirit.

Security, security, secu-
rity. What a world we have
become. Even in peace-
ful Canada, in laid-back
Niagara, there were several
Niagara Parks Commission

dump trucks parked perpen-
dicularly across River Road.

Not to pick up garbage
later, but to stop any possible
terrorists from driving into
the crowd. Sad, but neces-
sary in these times.

The closing ceremony
started right on time and
ended right on time. Good
entertainment, good videos,
good audio. An organiza-
tional triumph, eh?

My conclusion?

The Canada Games were a
success in many ways, with
the willing help of many vol-
unteers ensuring a top-flight
athletic experience for the
various teams. Very well-or-
ganized despite the ongoing
deadly pandemic delays, and
lots of legacy projects that
will benefit Niagara in the
future.

Why was there no real
effort to get the public
involved? The volunteers and
the teams were so enthusi-
astic and classy. Such great
sportsmanship, such exciting
events.

But it’s hard to get excited
when you are almost alone
watching.

Let’s learn a lesson here
and pack the stands for the
next big event that Niagara
hosts.

LE!

NEW ARRIVALS + TENT S

w KA 50% off select items | New arrivals weekly

Regular hours: Wednesday to Sunday
1627 Niagara Stone Rd. | yokafashions.com
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Royal Oak Community School

GRADE 3/4 FULL YEAR FREE
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

Additional free full scholarships
available for families from Grade 3-6

Call (905) 328-9592 for information
Why Royal Oak?

* Low student/teacher ratios e Community minded curriculum

 Enhanced core French beginning in ® Focused on social & emotional
JK/SK development

* Inquiry-based learning * Financial assistance available

"I am so happy I made the decision to move my curious & inquisitive young son to Royal Oak.
He was welcomed with open arms by all the teachers and students and feels part of an
extended family. After the first week at Royal Oak he was speaking French, had improved
speech (I even ended speech therapy) and came home calm and happy. As a mom of a young
child it feels good to have such an open communication with the staff and other parents. You
can tell the teachers really love the students and make every effort to bring out the best in the
kids! I couldn't be more grateful"!

-Denise A,

Contact:
B admin@royaloakschool.ca
www.royaloakschool.ca
(905) 328-9592
176 Wellington Street,
Niagara-on-the-Lake
ON, LoS 1Jo
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‘Butterfly Queen’ urges help o preserve endangered monarchs

Somer Slobodian

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

If there’s a butterfly
anyone can identify, it’s the
monarch.

That’s why the migratory
monarch’s new designation
as an endangered species by
the International Union for
Conservation of Nature is
“really sad,” says a woman
known as Niagara-on-the-
Lake’s “Butterfly Queen.”

“This is why I'm doing
all I can to educate others,”
said Charlotte Letkemann,
who has spent decades
learning about butterflies.

The retired teacher’s pas-
sion for butterflies started in
1970 when she discovered
two cecropia moths mating.

As a teacher at the time,
she was always interested
in learning new things, she
said. She covered the moths
with a net and the next
morning, though the male
had got out, the female laid
eggs.

It’s now 52 years later and
butterflies are a huge part of
her everyday life.

Charlotte Letkemann with a monarch. SOMER SLOBODIAN

She wants to educate
others about butterflies and
what they can do to help the
species. She often goes to
seniors residences and gives
presentations to those who
are interested.

Letkemann encourages
residents to plant native
milkweed in their gardens.
Milkweed is where but-
terflies lay their eggs. The
butterflies lay an egg on the
bottom of each leaf.

The conservation union
also suggests reducing
pesticide use.

Letkemann enjoys
watching the four stages
of a monarch life from
inside her home. Once they
emerge as a butterfly from
the chrysalis, she releases
them outside a few hours
later.

Migratory monarchs
travel 4,000 to 5,000 kilo-
metres from Canada to the
mountains of Mexico each
year to hibernate.

Six years ago the Com-
mittee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in
Canada also listed mon-

archs as endangered.

This used to be the
longest known migration of
any insect. That was until
the dragonfly beat it, said
Dr. Gard Otis, a retired
behavioural ecology and
apiculture professor from
the University of Guelph.

There are many non-
migratory monarchs
around the world that are
not endangered, said Otis.
It’s the two species seen in
North America — the eastern
monarch and the western
monarch — that are in seri-
ous trouble.

“The monarch is not going
to disappear from the planet,
but the concern is that the
migratory population that
we know in North America
could disappear, either large-
ly disappear, or completely
disappear,” he said.

Eastern migratory mon-
archs spend their winters
in Mexico, then make the
journey to the north in late
February or early March.

Throughout their trip,
they give birth many times,
producing multiple gen-
erations. Only about 10

per cent of monarchs from
Mexico make the full trip to
Canada.

The rest that arrive here
are the offspring born along
the way in the southern
states. By the end of each
summer, the fourth-gener-
ation monarchs are ready
to make the trip back to
Mexico.

From 1996 to 2014, the
eastern monarch population
declined by 84 per cent, ac-
cording to the International
Union for Conservation of
Nature.

But, the western monarch
is at even greater risk of
extinction.

Western monarchs are
a smaller population and
overwinter in California.
They make the journey
west of the U.S. Rockies in
spring and summer.

The conservation
union’s website says be-
tween the 1980s and 2021,
the population declined by
99.9 per cent, from 10 mil-
lion to fewer than 2,000.

But this year following the
New Year’s count, remark-
ably, 151,168 were tallied

at 209 overwintering sites.
This follows the Thanksgiv-
ing tally in 2021 of over
250,000 western monarchs.

However, due to extreme
climate change, increased
use of pesticides, habitat
loss and invasive species
the number of migrating
monarchs continues to be a
major concern.

The Oyamel Fir Forest is
a popular spot in Mexico for
monarchs to spend winters.
Due to deforestation and
thinning, the monarchs are
becoming more exposed to
dangerous conditions such
as winter storms and cold
temperatures.

In California, real estate
development is one of the
biggest threats to the west-
ern monarch.

There wouldn’t be any
catastrophic effects to the
ecosystem if we lost the
migratory monarchs. But,
we would lose great pollina-
tors and a butterfly that is
beloved by many.

“If people in Ontario
know any kind of butterfly,
they know the monarch,”
said Otis.

Be wary, caterpillars of pretty white butterflies are voracious eaters

Charlotte Letkemann
Special to The Lake Report

You may have noticed
a lot of quick-flying little
white butterflies around
lately.

They are European
cabbage white butterflies,
which originally came over
from Europe in the 1800s,
perhaps in the form of eggs
or caterpillars with other
goods coming to North
America.

They started wreaking
havoc wherever plants in
the cabbage family were

growing as the caterpillars
of these butterflies are vora-
cious eaters. And, as they
are the colour of the leaf

on which they are feeding,
they can do a lot of damage
before anyone realizes it.

About two weeks ago [
found at least 12 green cat-
erpillars of various sizes on
the kale plants growing in a
large pot on my deck.

The leaves were in very
poor condition, having been
chewed on by these destruc-
tive creatures before I real-
ized what was happening.

After some research, I re-

A male cabbage white
butterfly. WIKIPEDIA

alized these were the larva
form of the pretty, little
white butterflies I'd been
seeing almost everywhere

.

LIDA KOWAL

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANT

1627 Niagara Stone Rd., Unit B2
Virgil, ON LOS 1TO
905-468-5300

LIDA KOWAL Monday to Friday
MBA, CPA, GMA 9am.to5pm.

*Accounting *Taxation *Business Services *Estate Planning

Cyslal 6&%

CL .--.:‘\ MG SE

PROUDLY SERVING THE NIAGARA AREA

189-501-0682
@CRYSTALCLEARCLEANINGNIAGARA
CRYSTALCLEARCLEANIT@GMAIL.COM
WWW.CRYSTALCLEARCLEAN.CA

CONTACT US
FOR A FREE

QUOTE TODAY!

Join us for a

PICNIC

throughout the summer.

The tiny offspring of
these butterflies are called
cabbage white caterpil-
lars. They like to feed on
cabbage leaves, along with
other vegetables in the
brassicaceae (or mustard)
family, like broccoli, cau-
liflower, kale and brussels
sprouts.

So, if you see a dainty
white butterfly with black
markings fluttering around
in your yard, you might
want to head over to your
garden and check on your
vegetables.

Fri, Sept 9,2022 | 6-10 pm ($180 per table for up to 6)
Niagara Pumphouse Arts Centre, 247 Ricardo St, NOTL
Reserve Now! niagarapumphouse.ca/events

Without intervention, the
leaves of the veggies you
painstakingly cultivated all
season will soon be riddled
with pin-sized holes — tan-
gible evidence that the cat-
erpillars have been feasting
at your garden’s expense.

The cabbage white cat-
erpillars are also known as
imported cabbage worms
— an invasive species that
originated in Europe, Asia
and North Africa.

Surprisingly, these
caterpillars are not actu-
ally white — they’re green.
The name refers to their

love of cabbage leaves and
metamorphosis into white

butterflies when they reach
adulthood.

They tend to be kind of
velvety because they have
small hairs on them.

The butterflies lay their
eggs on the underside of the
leaves and when those eggs
hatch the larvae feed on the
leaves of your vegetables.
That is where the damage
happens.

Their life cycle is only 32
to 45 days but they can do
a considerable amount of
harm in a short time.

NWarnren

RENDOVATIONS

905.468.2127

PLUMBING, HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

Nﬁé SCOTTISH LOFT

YOUR BRITISH GROCER

905-468-0973

Scottishloft.com | sales@scottishloft.com
a-on-the-Lake

13 Queen 5t., Niagara

kvcontracting@hotmail.com
905-380-4264

Kcrin Von Ao /ﬂﬂ»z
TRACTING

—_— a4 o
For all gour comdlruclion weedd. . .




Page 13
August 25, 2022

FEATURED

Popular plg roast returns to NOTL Legion

Calvin House prepares the roasted pig. JESSICA MAXWELL

Jessica Maxwell
The Lake Report

The corn was piping hot
and the roasted pig delicious
as ever at the Niagara-on-
the-Lake Legion’s pig roast
Sunday afternoon.

People came out for some
cold beers and to socialize
in the hot weather as Legion
member Calvin House
tended to the roasting pig.

Normally an annual event,
the pig roast was pre-empt-
ed by COVID the past two
summers.

While there were some
issues getting the large pig

to roast properly on the spit
early in the day, Debbie
House said Calvin and his
brother Tom were able to
make the most of it and get
the meat roasting for the
afternoon diners.

People sitting outside the
Legion were in good spirits,
patiently waiting for the
coming feast.

Lisa Pizzacala and Dean
Gould came from St. Catha-
rines to support the pig roast
and said they were look-
ing forward to filling their
plates with roasted pork on
a bun, hot corn on the cob
and some fresh salad.

Chautauqua Labour Day corn roast and BB() is back

Staff
The Lake Report

For the first time since
2019, Chautauqua Park will
be buzzing with activity this
Labour Day as the Niagara-
on-the-Lake neighbour-
hood’s annual corn roast
and barbecue returns.

It’s also a big birthday
party, as the Chautauqua
Residents Association,
which organizes the affair,
is celebrating its 70th an-
niversary.

“The annual Chautauqua
corn roast and barbecue has

been a very successful so-
cial event in our community
for years prior to COVID,”
said association president
Brian Crow.

“Derek Cadman, chair
of the event, has lots of
corn for roasting, hot dogs,
including veggie dogs this
year, and soft drinks with
free hot dogs for kids 12
and under,” he said.

There also will be kids
games and music.

“It feels good to be
working on getting it
back again, especially to
celebrate the 70th anniver-

sary,” Crow said.

The party is slated for
Monday, Sept. 5, from 4 to
6 p.m.

“It is a great opportunity
for those who have recently
moved here to meet with
their neighbours and long-
term residents. We have
three generations of one
family living here,” Crow
noted.

The residents association
also will be signing up new
members and renewing
existing memberships.

The annual membership
fee is $10.

The corn roast returns Sept.
5 at Chautauqua Park.

Hydro box beautification contest open for voting

Staff
The Lake Report

Art enthusiasts can now
cast their vote for their
favourite beautified wrap
in Niagara-on-the-Lake
Hydro’s annual hydro trans-
former art contest.

All art submissions can
be viewed at the Niagara
Pumphouse Arts Centre

from now through Oct.
22, but public voting ends
Sept. 9.

NOTL Hydro has se-
lected three transformer
boxes for beautification:
one in front of the Legion
on King Street, one at Fort
George and the other at
Fort Mississauga.

Two of the winners will
be selected by a jury and

“Pass me the Job Jar,
enjoy your spare time."”

289-929-handD (42563)
PO Box 1088

Virgil, Ontario
LOSITO

Denis Curtis
Proprietor

D-Handyman Services

http:fdencurtis.wix.com/d-handyman

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an

Audiologist with over 20 years of
experience who loves helping people

of all ages in the community.

Book a complimentary
hearing test today at

Pauline Reimer Gibson
Audiologist

A global leader in

the third will be chosen
by community vote — the
People’s Choice Award.

People must cast their
votes at the Pumphouse at
247 Ricardo St. and open
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

This year’s theme is a nod
to the military heritage of
Canada.

The three winning
artists will be awarded a

$500 prize.

NOTL Hydro has been
partnering with the Pump-
house and the NOTL Com-
munities in Bloom Commit-
tee since 2019 to organize
this contest.

Together, they have deco-
rated nine hydro boxes since
launching the competition.

The winners will be an-
nounced Sept. 15.

UPPER CANADA
MECHANICAL

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

MNIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

905-651-0470

RID h_RlI]I]LEHETHISﬂ

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style.
Category: Motorcycles

The logo of this company
founded in 1903
is one of the most requested
tattoos in the world.

Last issue: One third of Earth’s lava flow since
1500 is said to have come from volcanoes in
this Atlantic island nation.

Answer: What is Iceland?
Answered first by: Margie Enns

Also answered correctly (in order) by:

Jane Morris, Randie Topps, Pam Dowling,
Wesley Mann, Gordon Yanow, Olivia Heck,
Bert Dandy, Sheila Meloche, Wade Durling,
Howard Jones, Doug Bruce, Elaine Landray,
Steve Siansky, Brenda Bartley

*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS” FOR
JEOPARDY QUESTIONS! IF ALEX TREBEK
WOULDN'T ACCEPT IT, WE WON'T EITHER!

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,
with your name, for a chance to win

a $20 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.
(Subject line: Riddle me this)

Love games? Join us for music trivia
Name That Tune with Lee” every
Tuesday at 8 p.m. at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at www.theirishharppub.com

J:S / Performance

SALES & SERVICE (

) nustier L2
905-468-9735
901 East/West Line, NOTL

GRACE UNITED
CHURCH

MIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ONTARIO
222 VICTORIA 5T. 905-468-4044

Annual Festival Market
Jams, Baking, Produce and 5,000 Books
Saturday, Sept. 3, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

NIAGARA R:C
ENTERPRISES

RENOVATIONS, DECKS/FENCES, FLODRING,
PERGOLAS AND PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

£1755 CONSTRUCTION

PUTTING NIAGRRA =
RESIDENTS FIRST! ¢ G

Renovations = Additions

Custom Homes * Kitchens

Decks, Fences & much more! [

905.468.9176

FOLLOW US

hearing healthcare.

amplifon

289-690-0202

NIAGARARCE@YAHDO0.COM f

504 Line 2 Road, Virgil ON

289-697-5757 | JS-CONSTRUCTION.CA
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Furry friends celebrate pet store’s 10th anniversary in Virgil

Somer Slobodian

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Dogs and cats alike
put aside any differences
and came together for
Pet Valu’s 10th anniversary
celebration in Virgil on
Sunday.

The day had a bit of a
fun, carnival atmosphere as
tables and tents were set up
in the parking lot.

Pet owners brought their
furry friends to NOTL from
across Niagara for the party.

“Today is all about thank-
ing our customers,” said
Carol Thibault, owner of the
Pet Valu franchise in Virgil.
She’s been with Pet Valu for
18 years, and has owned the
one in Virgil for ten.

Dozens of raffle prizes
were available and many
local organizations, like
Grape Escape and Simba’s
Salon, donated items.

“All these awesome
gifts have been donated
by local businesses,” said
Tanya Rice, a volunteer with
NOTL Cat Rescue.

All of the money raised
from Sunday’s raffle and
barbecue — $2,892 — goes to
the rescue, Rice said.

The money helps the

Chris Allan of St. Catharines with Stormy, a 13-week-old
lilac Merle French bulldog.

Michelle Nicholls and Ayva Bosse, 8, of Niagara Falls, take Chloe, a nine-year-old
chihuahua mix, to get a microchip. RICHARD HARLEY PHOTOS

lover my entire life,” she
said.

The rescue is always look-
ing for good-hearted people
who will open up their
homes to foster a cat, she
added.

In the store, the rescue
had two black and white
kittens — Toby and Tessa
— who were available for
adoption.

The Niagara SPCA and
Humane Society was on

hand with its mobile spay
and neuter clinic at the fun-
draiser. The mobile facility
is sponsored by Pet Valu

as part of its Giving Back
program.

Microchipping — to track
pets if they get lost — also
was available.

The Virgil fundraiser was -t
the first of the year for the A
mobile clinic as COVID has '
curtailed operations since
2019.

organization cover veterinary
bills, food, toys and whatever
supplies a foster home might
need to adopt a cat, she said.

“NOTL Cat Rescue
provides the volunteers with
what they need to take care
of those kittens,” she said.

She’s been volunteer-
ing with the rescue for five
years. Last year, she started
fostering cats along with
her husband.

“I’ve been an animal

R A T o e -
NOTLers Mark and Sammy Dempsey bring their St.
Bernards Denver (big) and Cleo for microchips on Sunday.

Visit Wally today!

Wally has run the family business
in NOTL his whole life, taking over
from his father.

Locally owned and operated,
Caughill Automotive has been
serving the Niagara area since
1947, Stop in and support local!

WaLLY’s AuTo ADVICE

"Cars consume more fuel when they go from stopping to travelling at a high
speed immediately or vice versa. When you drive, try not to slam on the brakes
at the last second or hit the gas hard as you take off from a stop light or sign.”

FULL SERVICE REPAIR SHOP

= General Repairs
= Brakes & Suspension
= Electrical Diagnostics
= Engine Light Scans
- Batteries & Tires

o

BACK TO SCHOOL

SPECIAL

OIL CHANGE, BRAKE INSPECTION
AND OVERALL VEHICLE
WELLNESS INSPECTION: $109.00

905-687-9456
www.caughillauto.com
256 East & West Line
Niagara-on-the-Lake

Plus meet
Patch the
shop cat!

AUTOCARE
CENTRE
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GALLERY

See more pictures
at niagaranow.com

Lake Report photographer Dave Van de Laar captured a gallery of images from the St. Davids Lions car show on Sunday. Left: People peruse the

cars at the show. Top right: A 1955 Austin Healey Model 1004. Bottom right: A 1939 Ford. Find more photos at niagaranow.com

‘Justa great guy,

Somer Slobodian

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Funny, mischievous and
sweet are a few words Juliet
Dunn uses to describe her
late husband and musical
partner, Peter Shea.

“(He’s) always making
people laugh. (He’s) really,
really sweet, the kind of
person who doesn’t have
a bad bone in their body,”

Dunn told The Lake Report.

The 50-year-old jazz mu-
sician died Sunday morning
after battling prostate can-
cer. Dunn said he had a
smile on his face when he
passed.

She said he had a won-
derful last, physical day on
Earth. Friends and fam-
ily stopped by to see him,
including his father, which
was very important to Shea.

“It was a beautiful last
day and he passed peace-
fully, which was wonderful
because he’d been in pain
for a long time,” she said.

Shea co-founded the
TD Niagara Jazz Festival
with Dunn, whom he met
in 2006. Before the jazz
festival, the duo performed
together around the world.
They were inseparable.

Bobbo Tea

Peter Shea was a staple of Niagara jazz. Together with his wife Juliet Dunn he helped run

e —

and perform countless shows with the TD Niagara Jazz Festival. He died Sunday after a
battle with prostate cancer. FILE/DARIYA BAIGUZHIYEVA

Shea grew up in St.
Catharines surrounded
by music. Though his dad
was a lawyer, he loved to
play the piano. His sister
performed as a concert
pianist and his mom loved
to dance.

He graduated from the
University of Toronto’s
jazz performance and
composition program,
where his musical instru-
ment was the drums. He
also played the piano and
was a talented singer.

“(He had a) really beauti-
ful voice. He did a really
great imitation of Louis
Armstrong that would al-
ways bring the house
down,” Dunn said with a
laugh.

Anybody who knew Shea
recognized he was a very
funny, mischievous guy,
always the class clown, she
said.

Shea loved to make
people laugh. He loved to
do imitations and accents of
different characters.

15 QUEEN ST.| www.bobbotea.com
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Even when he lost the
ability to play his instru-
ments, Shea didn’t show any
anger. Dunn said he adapted
even though he couldn’t
play with his right hand any
more.

But when his friends
brought him a keyboard
nine days ago so that he
could jam, he did. And he
loved it.

“He was adapting. He was
in his hospital bed at home
and his friends had brought
him the keyboard (and put

Boba
Slush

it) across his bed so that he
could jam,” said Dunn.

Shea’s dad, Michael
Shea, told Dunn that his
son always managed to find
something positive about a
person or situation.

Shea and Dunn loved to
travel together, and espe-
cially enjoyed the beach.
One of Dunn’s fondest
memories was the last
time they went to Negril,
Jamaica, in 2021.

Shea wasn’t in the best
shape and could barely
walk, making it really hard
to get him there.

“But you know what? I'm
so glad we made it,” said
Dunn through tears.

They spent about 12 days
in Jamaica. Shea, using a
walker, would walk down to
the beach, get into the ocean
and float around.

On the same trip, while
Shea was in the washroom,
Dunn asked a band that was
playing live music if her
husband could sit in with
them. She reassured them
that he was really good.

“So then when Peter

came out of the bathroom,
I said, ‘Hey, honey, I've
volunteered your services,” ”
Dunn said with a laugh.

When he got up on stage,

Waffle

musician Peter Shea dies at age 50

you wouldn’t know he was
ill, she said.

Dunn said she’s thankful
for music because without it
Shea’s journey would have
been a lot shorter.

One of his musical high-
lights as a musician was
as a drummer for the Just
for Laughs Road Show. He
also toured across Canada
with comedian Sean Cul-
len, performed for a month
at the famous Edinburgh
Comedy Festival and also
played piano with the “Jer-
sey Boys” stage musical in
Toronto.

“Peter worked hard to be
able to give the gift of music
to others,” Michael said to
Dunn.

On top of performing, he
also taught drums, piano
and vocals to students.

“He was just a consum-
mate musician and just a
great guy,” said Dunn.

A celebration of life is
being held on Sept. 12 at
White Oaks Resort. Due to
the venue size, the celebra-
tion is by invitation only.

“If somebody hadn’t ever
met Peter, I'd say they’d
meet the sweetest, funni-
est, goofiest, loveliest, most
talented guy and musician
you’ve ever met.”




Page 16
August 25, 2022

FEATURED

Two NOTL care homes say residents love the arts program

Continued from Front Page

ence — or CARE — program.

It began in late 2019 with
Upper Canada Lodge.

“It started as an in-person
program where we in-
vited residents from Upper
Canada Lodge to come join
us at the Pumphouse for an
in-person art workshop de-
signed for older adults,” said
Rima Boles, the director of
the arts centre.

And Kristin Mechelse
from Upper Canada Lodge
says it helps residents be-
come engaged in a creative
past time.

Through a grant from Ni-
agara Recycling, the Pump-
house initially was able to
pay for the residents to visit
the arts centre monthly and
participate in art classes.

When COVID hit, many
people were forced to stay
indoors.

To continue the art pro-
gram with Upper Canada
Lodge, the Pumphouse
came up with the idea of
delivering monthly kits so
residents could continue the
activity from the safety of
their homes.

Deliveries began in
February 2021 and to date,

Boles said they’ve distrib-
uted about 150 kits.

“A lot of the feedback
was how great having this
opportunity (is) for the resi-
dents, especially during CO-
VID. It was something they
would look forward to and
being able to access them at
any time,” said Boles.

The kits include a video
tutorial and all of the sup-
plies needed to complete the
art projects.

Pumphouse staff work on
developing each art project,
she said, and they also re-
cord the videos and upload
them to YouTube.

Then the kits are pack-
aged by either staff or vol-
unteers. The video tutorials
allow residents to follow
along step-by-step with the
help of recreation staff.

“This partnership has
allowed our residents to
continue to participate in
something enjoyable and
experience a little bit of
‘normal’ during an abnor-
mal time,” Mechelse, the
program manager at Upper
Canada Lodge, said in an
email.

Originally the home
was getting eight art kits
a month, but since the

Left: The Abstract Seashells art kit packaged and put together by the Niagara

Pumphouse Arts Centre. The kits are delivered monthly to Pleasant Manor and Upper
Canada Lodge. Right: Helen, a resident of Upper Canada Lodge, paints one of the art
projects provided by the Pumphouse. SUPPLIED

program is so successful, it
now receives 12.

This is the second year
the Pumphouse has deliv-
ered the monthly art kits.

It expanded their program
by partnering with Pleasant
Manor in Virgil earlier this
year.

Chelsea Bilton, a thera-
peutic recreation supervisor

at Pleasant Manor, said the
home usually gets eight
to 10 kits a month and
residents who have severe
dementia have been using
them.
“They like (them). It’s
easy to follow,” said Bilton.
“They have them all
hanging in their room,” she
said.

It’s convenient how the
Pumphouse just drops off
the pre-made kits with ev-

erything the residents need.

“I think it’s great that
they’re bringing these kits
with these crafts to do with
the residents,” said Bilton.

She recently used one of
the kits with a resident who
used to paint. The resident

RISE & SHINE

In a recent survey, 85% of Niagara-on-the-Lake residents said they believe our town can attract a lot of visitors
AND be a great place to live.

told her she liked how easy
the paintings were and that
they were made for adults.

The home receives differ-
ent art projects each month.
One month, residents got to
create an abstract seashell
project with a watercolour
resist technique. That’s
when artists draw with cray-
ons or pastels and paint over
it with watercolours.

Boles noted, “Another
project was like a keepsake
bowl made of air-dry clay
using the pinch pot, sculp-
tural method” — using a ball
of clay and pinching it into
the desired shape.

Mechelse hopes to have
an instructor from the
Pumphouse come to Upper
Canada Lodge and run the
program in-person with
their recreation staff one
day.

For now, members of the
recreation staff lead the
program with a small group
of residents, or one-to-one.

“We truly appreciate the
flexibility and dedication
demonstrated by the Niag-
ara Pumphouse Art Centre
as well as the opportunity to
provide meaningful activi-
ties for our residents,” said
Mechelse.

Scan the code below to view the complete survey results or visit www.chambernotl.com/researchandresources
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Three champions named to NOTL's Sports Wall of Fame

Evan Loree

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Some new athletes will
be added to the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Sports Wall of
Fame at the Meridian Credit
Union Arena this Friday.

The inductees are Trevor
Falk, Yvonne Haines and
Launcelot Cressy Servos, a
historical figure from more
than a century ago.

Falk is a grape grower,
taking his passion for wine
from his grandfather who
gave the family crop its start
back in the 1930s, but he
is also well-known for the
competitive spirit he brings
to sports, especially hockey.

He competed at a high
level in both track and field
and hockey in high school.

He also played fastball in a
church league when he was
young and continues to play
with the Niagara Snappers,
which he joined in 1999.

He is probably best
known for his contributions
to hockey.

a

From left, Launcelot Cressy Servos, Yvonne Haines and Trevor Falk. SUPPLIED

He played for three years
with the St. Catharines Junior
B Falcons, where he scored
52 goals in his final year.

He also played an addi-
tional three years with the
Brock University Badgers,
choosing to play for his
home team although he
had earned a U.S. hockey

scholarship.

Falk now volunteers
behind the scenes as the
director of development for
the NOTL Minor Hockey
Association.

Haines has been active
with the NOTL Skating
Club for about 30 years
and has volunteered her

Servos was born in 1879
in Buffalo but cut his teeth
in golf on the greens of
Niagara.

He is recognized in the
history books for his work
as an instructor, athlete and
course designer.

In 1900, he set a record
for the longest drive, hitting
the ball 230 yards down the
fairway at the U.S. Open.

“It is no secret how well-
loved sports are in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, and each year,
we get to honour residents
who have made a significant
contribution to sports in the
community,” Lord Mayor
Betty Disero said in a news
release.

The event will start with
a social at 5 p.m. with the
ceremony commencing at
6 p.m.

The Niagara Wall of
Fame started in 2003 and
inducts a few individuals
every year.

Inductees are selected
based on their contribu-
tion to sport, whether as an
athlete, coach or official.

[ Scn

time as president, secretary
and treasurer among other
duties.

She is a three-time win-
ner of the skating club’s
Volunteer of the Year award
and the 2015 recipient of
the Niagara Skating Coun-
cil’s Volunteer of the Year
award.

Not only is Haines a
constant voice cheering on
skaters from the stands,
she is also an active skater
herself.

She won gold at the
Canadian National Adult
Championships in Calgary
in 2007 and bronze in
Brampton, 2008.

Soccer season comes to a close
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The NOTL Soccer Club’s summer season is coming to a close this Saturday with games
and fun on the pitches at Centennial Sports Park in Virgil. MOLLY BOWRON

NOTL accounting firm holds
$1K draw for NOTL non-profits

Maddy Gordon
The Lake Report

A Niagara-on-the-Lake
accounting firm wants to
give back to the community
that has been a key part of
its success by making two
donations of $1,000 to area
charities.

And Lida Kowal Profes-
sional Corp. is looking for
registered NOTL-based
not-for-profit and charitable
organizations to enter a
draw to receive the contri-
butions.

b
Lida Kowal. FILE

“We get asked for dona-
tions and sponsorships
from so many organizations
throughout the year, but
we can’t pick just one and

ignore the others. This is a
way of fairly giving back
to the community,” said
proprietor Lida Kowal.

Representatives from
any registered charity can
enter the draw by dropping
by Kowal’s office at 1627
Niagara Stone Rd. in Virgil
and depositing up to five
business cards in the draw
box.

Entries can be dropped
off Monday to Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
draw will be held at noon on
Oct. 4.

Fe

\JHARP,,, )

PAWSITIVE PATIO 2

SPONSORED BY:

AUG 31 - 12:00PM - 8:00PM

MEEIROIHERIDOGSHBOOPISOMESNOOIS

OUR LAST DOG DAY WAS A HUGE SUCCESS! DUE TO POPULAR
DEMAND, WE HAVE DECIDED TO HOST ANOTHER FUN
AFTERNOON OUT WITH YOUR PUP ON OUR PATIO.

WE WILL HAVE HEALTHY, DOG-FRIENDLY FOOD AND DRINK
CREATIONS TO TREAT YOUR FOUR-LEGGED FRIEND, ALONG
WITH SPECIALS, GIVEAWAYS, LIVE MUSIC AND MORE!

JOIN US ON THE PATIO, MEET SOME OTHER DOGGOS, TRY A
LOCALLY-MADE VODKA SODA & SUPPORT A GREAT CAUSE.

THE IRISH HARP PUB WILL BE MAKING AND COLLECTING DONATIONS FOR OUR

LOCAL ANGEL'S REST DOG RESCUE IN NOTL AND A PORTION OF ALL PAWSITIVE
SPIRITS VODKA SODA BEVERAGE SALES WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE DONATION.

245 KING STREET NOTL - (905) 468-4443

THEIRISHHARPPUB.COM

— SPIRITS —
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The shapeshifting American eel’s 6,000-km journey to Niagara

G Keeping 1 lt
Icc Il
This is an excerpt from
Kyra Simone’s talk at the

second annual Jane’s
Walk, starting at 7 p.m. at
Ryerson Park on Thurs-
day, Aug. 25 Her full talk
will describe the unique
life story of several local
species, impacts of hu-
man activities and how we
as humans depend on the
web of nature for our own
health and well-being.

Kyra Simone
Special to The Lake Report

Nobody really knows how
I was conceived.

For hundreds of years,
scientists thought American
eels spontaneously regen-
erated; that we suddenly
popped into existence, as if
by magic. They dissected

specimens, but couldn’t find
reproductive organs.

My parents and all of the
other eels spawn together
in the Sargasso Sea, in the
North Atlantic Ocean near
Bermuda. We only repro-
duce once in our whole life.

When I was born there, I
couldn’t swim. So, I use the
ocean currents to drift along
the east coast of North
America for almost a whole
year.

Eventually, I change shape
into a glass eel, becom-
ing long and transparent.
I’'m able to leave the ocean
now, and swim upstream.
As I travel, my body grows
snake-like and muscular
and darkens into a shade of
yellow.

I absorb oxygen with both
my skin and gills, so I crawl
short distances through
damp grass or mud to by-
pass obstacles.

Some of my family end up
as far inland as Algonquin
Park, but I’ll spend most of
my life in Lake Ontario and
Twelve Mile Creek in St.
Catharines. I pass the next
few decades in fresh water.

Eventually, though
scientists don’t know what
spurs this final change,

I shapeshift once more

i

Lake Report columnist Kyra Simone speaks at last year's Jane’s Walk presentation. FILE

into a silver eel: the only
time in my life that I grow
reproductive organs. Now,
ready for my long jour-
ney back to the Atlantic
Ocean, I can’t eat — I don’t
even have a working diges-
tive system.

Long ago, my relatives
could drift and swim freely,
but my path is no longer
clear; the streams are now
broken up by dams and
man-made blockages.

NIAGARA

2022

Pieces of plastic make
their way from shore into
our homes and we mistake
them for food. Microplas-
tics have been found in the
Sargasso Sea, our breeding
grounds.

Humans used to hunt us
in large numbers; we were
one of the most-harvested
species from Lake On-
tario. Fishing was eventu-
ally banned by 2005, only
after the number of young

JEUX DU

CANADA

GAMES

eels returning to the lake
through the upper St. Law-
rence River plummeted by
99 per cent.

With pressures from all
sides, American eels are
now an endangered spe-
cies: we face a high risk of
extinction.

As a top predator, we
manage populations of spe-

cies lower in the food chain,

including invasive ones that
damage the ecosystem, like

Thank you!

gobies and zebra mussels.
When eel populations do
well, we're also important
food for large raptors, like
eagles and ospreys.

Our health acts as an early
warning system to show
how safe the water is: for
animals and humans alike.
Plastics, chemicals and bac-
teria that affect us will be
harmful to others as well.

The silvery-eel lining?
Though plastics like ciga-
rette butts are still littered
in the trillions and items
flushed down toilets end up
in waterways, new regula-
tions are starting to ban
plastics that build up in our
stomachs. And humans are
dismantling old reservoirs
and dams, especially in the
Great Lakes area, which
makes it easier for us to
swim back to our birth-
place to start the mysteri-
ous, decades-long cycle
once more.

Kyra Simone is a PhD
student in environmental
science, with master’s
degrees in biology & sci-
ence communication. When
not researching climate
change, she advocates for a
sustainable future, picks up
litter, and makes recycled

Jjewelry.
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Team Marlow combines to win annual Matrimonial golf tourney

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

It’s been a busy few weeks
on the links at the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Golf Club.

With the annual club
championship tourney
wrapped up, perhaps the
second-biggest event of
the season was played last
week.

The Matrimonial Cup
tourney pairs couples
in what is probably the
toughest format for men
and women — 18 holes of
alternate shots.

It’s not so difficult for the
men, as women generally
hit the ball in the fairway,
straight and away from
trouble spots. Gents, on the
other hand, tend to tour the
entire course, often visiting
places into which their part-
ners have never ventured.

This year, Sharron and
Bernard Marlow came out on
top in the competition with a
net score of even-par 72.

“Our score on the back
nine was a personal best
for both of us, so I guess
we worked well as a team,”
Bernard said later.

“Our strategy was to stay
out of trouble and not give
our partner difficult shots

S

1,

CALL TODAY FOR

HOME EVALUATION!

905.380.1158
THEFINEESTATESTEAM.COM

REVEL

Left: NOTL Golf Club pro Keith Vant presents Bernard and Sharron Marlow with the Matrimonial Cup. Right: Wood Trophy tournament organizer Karen
Vamplew, left, presents Margot Richardson with the Flo Monroe Memorial Trophy. SUPPLIED PHOTOS

and lies. A little bit of luck Honorable mention went by Wendy and Bob Lowe by Margot Richardson and The nine-hole women’s
helped as our putts were to low-handicappers Louise  (also 75) and Lois and Paul =~ Lisa Allen, who both carded  league played for the Car-
dropping in the cup, not Robitaille and Stephen Chapman (78). a net 69, Ginny Green (72) michael Cup on Aug. 9 and

,749,888 | NOTL

sitting on the rim like they
usually do.”

They edged out Carolyn
and Drew Porter, and Mari-
Iyn and Cal Cochrane (net
73), followed by Susan and
David Gagne and Charlotte
Kainola and Neville Da
Silva (75).

Warboys, who teamed up
for an enviable gross score
of 79.

In the non-member divi-
sion, where only one partner
is a club member, using the
Callaway scoring system,
Lenore and Rick Janes
were first with 75, followed

and Carroll Baker, Chris
Earl, Marie Ellison and
Susan Gagne (74).

Richardson also won the
Flo Monroe Memorial Low
Net Senior Trophy.

Stefi Markovich of Port
Colborne won low gross
honours with a 1-over 73.

Earlier, a team of 14
women from the club
competed in a field of 40
golfers in the long-running
Wood trophy tournament in
NOTL.

The NOTL crew, with
a net score of 284, were
crowned champions, led

Marlene Sibbald prevailed,
with a net score of 35.
Other best net scores: Can-
dace Maclean (36), Catherine
Novick (37) and Suzanne
Rate and Barb Werner (38).
Best gross scores: Sibbald
(48), Penny Green (49), and
Ruth Dowsett and Rate (51).

$2,488,000 | NOTL NOT

T

$1,249,000 |
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THAT FINE LIFE METHOD:
HAND EDITED PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY

ENGAGING VIDEOS

LUXURY & INTERNATIONAL TARGETED MARKETING
LOCAL/NATIONAL TARGETED MARKETING
STAGING CONSULTATIONS

MULTI TIER TARGETED SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING
PRINT ADVERTISING IN LOCAL NEWSPAPER
PRIVATE SHOWINGS BY LISTING AGENT(S)
PROGRESSIVE EMAIL MARKETING CAMPAIGNS
INDUSTRY LEADING AGENT TO AGENT NETWORK
WITH OVER 30,000+ INDUSTRY CONNECTIONS

ADVERTISING PARTNERS:

Che New York Times
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Across

1. It preceded the C15(1,1,1,1)

3. Comes before a sentence (10)

10. In a higher bracket (9)

11. School tool (5)

12. Taggers' normal medium (5-5)

13. Ore vein (4)

15. Mission Impossible’s --- Hunt (5)
16. Those who change to suit the
circumstances (8)

20. Eternity is about the whole (8)

23. South American ruminant (5)

25. One of five on D-Day (4)

27. Two-sided (10)

29. This Tom had a cabin (5)

30. Knock hen out for 25% (3-6)

31. Silver lining (6,4)

32. Reply request (1,1,1,1)

Down

1. Not cleaned (8)

2. Spiky customer on the seabed (3,6)
4. Site of major WW2 battle in the Pacific (7)
5. Roofed open gallery attached to a house
()

6. Known in Eire as “the rebel city” (4)
7. lcehouse? (5)

8. Turbulent Severn causes anxiety (6)
9. Avoiding the outdoors (7,2)

14.
17.
18.
19.
21.
22.
24.
26.

Small daggers (9)

Foundation of pointillism (3)

Comforts (9)

Operated by 29 Across, perhaps (8)
Paper cutters, maybe (7)

Important period for accountants (4-3)
City satellite (6)

Plain code for computers (1,1,1,1,1)

Crossword Puzzle
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Last issue’s answers
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28. Common term for computer and web
programs (4)

“Getsyour nome. NQTICED!

3 Bedroom - 1 Bath - $104,000 3 Bedroom . 1 Bath - $2,900,000 4 Bedroom - 3 Bath « $1,399,900

*]1 RE/MAX Team Canada’
*2 RE/MAX Team Worldwide'

*1 Real Estate Team”
*1 on Google Trends™
*1 in Client Service”™  #6 on Toronto Real Estate Board"

*1 in Web Traffic” Million-dollar marketing system!

FREE HOME EVALUATION!

Call 905-641-0308
or visit RobGolfi.com

RE/MAYx
N

GOLH

TEAM

*Rob Golfi, Sales Representative. **Based on unit sales and $ volume of closed transactions in RAHB Jan 1, 2020 - Dec 31,2021.  *** Source: Google Trends and Google Reviews 'Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team
Residential January - May, 2022.  ""Based on Unit sales and $ Volume of closed transactions in TRREB Jan 1- Dec. 31, 2021. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.
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Delving into the flawed hypothesis of physics” Standard Model

DR. EREWN

Dr. William Brown
Special to The Lake Report

By the mid-20th century,
quantum physics was a ma-
ture major success story.

Fifty years earlier, some
scientists including Max
Planck, questioned whether
the atom even existed. Yet
within half a century, the
particle nature of the atom
including the nucleus and its
constituent parts, the elec-
tron and other particles had
been discovered together
with two new forces.

The strong force holds
protons together in the
nucleus and the weak force
governs the decay of un-
stable subatomic particles.
And, most impressive for
me, the quantal nature of
the energy and orbits of
electrons about the nucleus
was established by 1930.

By almost every measure,

quantum physics was a huge
success. By the mid-20th
century, physics was ripe for
a model designed to unite
all the findings of quantum
physics and point the way to
particles and forces not yet
discovered.

Such a model — the Stan-
dard Model — was proposed
in the 1960s to unite all
that was known about
atomic particles and forces.
It turned out to be highly
predictive and led to the dis-
covery of the Higgs boson
for which a Nobel Prize was
awarded 30 years later to
Peter Higgs in 2013 and the
discovery of neutrinos.

Later studies by Canadian
physicist Arthur McDon-
ald revealed the changing
identity of neutrinos and
McDonald shared a Nobel
in 2015.

Proof for the existence
of the Higgs particle, or
as some referred to it, the
“God” particle, required
the services of hundreds
of scientists and engineers
using the Hadron Collider
in Switzerland to reveal and
statistically prove the Higgs
particle existed.

Neutrinos, on the other
hand, necessitated study-

ing their properties well
beneath the Earth’s surface
to screen out other particles
from the experiments.

But all was not well with
the Standard Model. It
failed to reconcile particle
physics with Einstein’s
general relativity and take
account of gravity and dark
matter, the latter of which’s
gravitational force plays
a major role in shaping
gaseous clouds of hydro-
gen and other matter into
nascent galaxies and stars.

One way to get around
the inconvenience of gen-
eral relativity was to find
flaws in the theory. So far,
however, every experiment
to test general relativity’s
predictions has supported
the theory.

That includes a recent
study of two pulsars, neu-
tron stars, which emit pow-
erful bursts of radiation at
metronomic intervals. The

study revealed the mass
of each of these incred-
ibly dense stars changed
the timing of the radia-
tion emitted by the other
neutron star — precisely
as predicted by general
relativity.

So much for flaws in
Einstein’s theory of general
relativity.

And when the first black
hole was seen in 2019, its
shape was consistent with
general relativity’s predic-
tions. It looks now as if any
future general model for
physics will have to live
with general relativity by
finding ways to bring gen-
eral relativity, gravity and
mass into the model.

If those were not enough
problems with the Stan-
dard Model, what about
recent challenges to the
model based on its predic-
tive power for the mass of
particles? The model cer-

tainly worked for the Higgs
boson as the observed mass
matched theoretical predic-
tions to a very high degree
of confidence.

Then some experimen-
tal physicists tackled the
W boson. This boson has
a mass estimated to be
80 times the mass of the
hydrogen nucleus (mass of
a single proton).

When the group working
collaboratively together
with the collider detec-
tor at the Fermilab (CDF)
measured the mass of the
W boson repeatedly and
with great precision, the
boson’s mass turned out to
be heavier than the mass
predicted by the Standard
Model by more than seven
standard deviations.

By any statistician’s mea-
sure, that’s a lot. And if the
Standard Model is wrong on
this, what else is wrong with
the model? Good question.

Of course, the battle
over whether the Standard
Model is fatally wounded
isn’t over. Plans are afoot to
employ the updated CERN
collider in Switzerland to
see whether its measure-
ments agree with those of
Fermilab’s collider.

The W boson controversy
illustrates how science, in
this case physics, works.
Create a hypothesis or
model to fit what is known
or perhaps design a model
to challenge what is known
and then test, test, test.

And if serious flaws are
revealed, it’s time to move
on from, in the case of the
Standard Model, to a new,
more inclusive hypothesis
or model and once more test
them to their limits until
their shortcomings become
apparent, before beginning
again.

Models and hypotheses
provide frameworks for
future studies, which is
precisely what the Standard
Model achieved so suc-
cessfully for the Higgs and
neutrino particles.

The Standard Model isn’t
so much wrong as incom-
plete, much as Newtonian
physics proved to be when
general relativity revealed
its shortcomings.

That’s how science works.

Dr. William Brown is a
professor of neurology at
McMaster University and
co-founder of the InfoHealth
series at the Niagara-on-
the-Lake Public Library.
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EXPLORING PHOTOS

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

The NOTL farmerettes

As we drive by all the fruit trees, we sometimes think about the young women who came from out of town during the
Second World War to work on the farms. These young ladies, usually aged 16 or older, were hired through the Farm
Service Force to assist in harvesting fruits and vegetables for the canning industry. Here are a group of the farmerettes
posing outside of their temporary quarters at the Virgil Public School on Four Mile Creek Road in 1941. In the fall, they
would return home until the following year.

Puzzled by attempt to destroy St. Davids heritage

Brian Marshall
Columnist

When I visited with Jon
Kormos at his home in
Queenston recently our
conversation touched on
several topics related to the
heritage of Niagara-on-the-
Lake and our mutual dis-
may at some of the changes
in the town over the past
few decades.

Perhaps it was inevitable
that St. Davids, a part of
town that seems to have
been abandoned to devel-
opers, would surface in our
discussion.

I was particularly struck
by one of Mr. Kormos’s
comments when he said,

“I remember when the ap-
proaches to St. Davids were
lined with elms whose
branches reached over the
road and one drove under
their shade. Of course, the
disease got them and they
were never replaced. A
shame really, since that St.
Davids was a much more
gracious place.”

It’s really not surprising
that the loss of those leafed
corridors would fundamen-
tally alter the character of
one of NOTL’s villages.

In hindsight, the decision
by the council of that time
not to replace them created
the stage that has allowed
for the type of develop-
ments we’ve seen in the last
decade.

I"d like to suggest that,
if that “gracious place”
had survived intact, the
level of citizen resistance to
inappropriate development
would have stopped it in its
tracks.

That said, it is certainly
not too late to start man-
aging development and,
while little can be done to
address the last decade,
we can move to restore the
beauty.

However, this brings us
to another threat on the
surviving character of the
village.

The Region of Niagara
has been strongly pressur-
ing to construct a round-
about at the junction of
York and Four Mile Creek
roads in the centre of St.
Davids. Apparently, the
region has a flawed belief
that roundabouts are a low-
impact panacea address to
managing traffic.

In reality, on each corner
of this road junction are
commercial enterprises that
will be, both short and long
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term, adversely affected by
such a construct.

And, let us not forget the
possible (likely) environ-
mental impacts to the water
course that runs in close
proximity to the planned
location.

The region suggests it can
design a “small” round-
about, similar I assume to
the one at Niagara Stone
and Concession 6 roads,
to minimize these issues.

I guess “small” must be

a relative term, because

if one imagines placing
something this size in the
heart of St Davids it will
certainly not minimize the
issues.

Further, such a “small”
roundabout in St. Davids
will result in exactly the
same access challenges one
experiences trying to get
onto our existing example
off Concession 6 on a
weekend.

Personally, having experi-
enced multiple lengthy wait
times, I choose to drive
three kilometres out of my
way in order to avoid it.

Guess that’s one way of
managing traffic ... get the
locals to take backroads.

And folks, as always
when dealing with govern-
ment bureaucrats, the cost
doesn’t seem to matter. The
simple and most workable
solution is to install traffic
lights on this junction at a
cost of about $250,000.

On the other hand, a
roundabout (with all its is-
sues) will ding the taxpay-
ers’ pocketbook for more
than 10 times that amount,
about $4 million before
land expropriation costs
are included.

All this while further
eroding the heart of one
of our villages. May I be
so bold as to suggest that
in an election year our
regional representatives
(councillor and lord mayor)
might want to address this
potential debacle?

Perhaps, if the heart
of St. Davids can be
preserved, the Town of
Niagara-on-the-Lake will
take the opportunity to
restore the grace of this
historic village.

On another puzzling
note, our town council
recently asked for staff
reports on three heritage
properties threatened
through demolition by
neglect.

It’s hard to argue that
this is the case when, 177
Byron has had a car-sized
hole in the roof for some
time and I have often writ-
ten of my concerns for the
David Secord House (a
War of 1812 survivor) in
St. Davids in this column.

Is a staff report a wake-
up call to enforce our
existing bylaw? If so, stay
tuned next week when I’ll
add to that list.

Sta7s
Things will get easier if
you're honest with yourself

Thursday, Aug. 25: After sev-
eral weeks in Virgo, today Mer-
cury enters Libra. The key word
for Mercury in Libra — and for
any planet in Libra - is balance.
In the air sign of Libra, Mercury
becomes inclusive, diplomatic
and people-oriented. This is a
great transit for negotiations,
reaching agreements and find-
ing win-win outcomes. Mer-
cury will be in Libra for a long
time (until the end of October)
since it goes retrograde next
month. More will follow about
Mercury retrograde in Libra
soon. If you plan on having
microwaved ramen today, sing
happy birthday as packaged
ramen was first sold on Aug. 25,
1958. The invention is thanks to
Momofuku Ando.

Friday, Aug. 26: Saturn in
Aquarius is opposed by the
moon in Leo, making for a
stubborn “I cant get started”
kind of Friday. Be honest with
yourself and things will get
easier. On Aug. 26, 1971, Bobby
Orr signed the first million-dol-
lar contract in the NHL. It was
five years for $1 million.

Saturday, Aug. 27: This is
the day of the new moon in
Virgo. The new moon is three
minutes away from a perfect
square to Mars in Gemini. Mars
squares normally bring tension
and conflict. Thankfully, Mars
is also part of a beautiful grand
trine with Mercury (the new
moon ruler) and Pluto. Yes, the
new moon in Virgo will push
our buttons. Yes, it will stir
some uncomfortable conver-
sations. But we can work it
out. If Mercury gets away with
talking, and doing nothing -
Mars doesn’t. Mars is the action
planet. After we have spoken
our truth, what are we going to
do about it? Aug. 27, 1883, saw
the most powerful explosion
in recorded history when the
volcano on Krakatoa peaked
after months of rumbling.
Modern science estimates it

was 13,000 times as powerful
as the atomic bomb dropped
on Hiroshima.

Sunday, Aug. 28: Venus
in Leo opposes Saturn in
Aquarius, bringing a stop to
both personal and professional
relationships. The stop is the
universe’s way of asking us to
fix something. If there is no
stop, there is likely nothing in
need of a fix. Happy birthday
#57 to Shania Twain, who
once shared an apartment in
Nashville with St. Catharines’
broadcaster Tim Denis.

Monday, Aug. 29: Mars is in
Taurus. The moon is in perfect
harmony in Virgo. It's a gener-
ous and sexy start to the week.
Enjoy. It was Aug. 29, 1910, that
Swedish actor Ingrid Bergman
was born. Most famous for her
role in “Casablanca,’ she died
on Aug. 29, 1982 - her 67th
birthday.

Tuesday, Aug. 30: This is a
great day to go. Go on a diet.
Go on vacation. Go back to
school. Just go for it. Last week
we celebrated Bosox great Carl
Yastrzemski. Today Ted Wil-
liams would be 104 years old.

Wednesday, Aug. 31: While
imagination and memory work
overtime, today is not the best
time for life-altering decisions.
Make notes. Not contracts.
Twenty-five years ago today,
the world lost one of its most
beloved heroes, Lady Diana
Spencer, Princess of Wales.
There will be much reminiscing
on this, the 25th anniversary of
her death.

Please listen to my podcast
Looking Up to the Stars at
www.lutts.ca. It’s full of infor-
mation and fun.

Astrology is a form of entertainment, not a science.

On display May 18 to Dec. 18, 2022

905-468-3912 | notimuseum.ca | Hours: Daily from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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Prevention can rld garden of powdery mildew

GROWING °
TOGETHER ™

Joanne Young
Gardening Columnist

Wondering about that
white film on the leaves of
your plant?

As I have been visiting
gardens over the past few
weeks, I am seeing more
and more examples of pow-
dery mildew — a fungal dis-
ease that is a common prob-
lem in gardens, infecting a
wide variety of plants.

There are many different
species of powdery mildew
and some plants are more
susceptible to it than others.

The most commonly
affected vegetables include
anything in the squash
family such as cucumber,
melon and pumpkin as well
as tomatoes, eggplants and
peppers.

A few of the ornamental
plants that are most sus-
ceptible are roses, peonies,
summer phlox, bee balm,
magnolia, ninebarks and
lilacs.

Powdery mildew spores
drift into your garden with
the wind, or if you’ve had
powdery mildew occur in
the past, new outbreaks may
also come from dormant
spores in old vegetation or
weeds nearby.

When the fungus begins
to take over one of your
plants, a layer of mildew
made up of many spores,
forms across the top of the
leaves. These spores are
then carried to other plants
by the wind.

The mildew can slow
down the growth of your
plant and, if the infection
is severe enough, it can
reduce flower or fruit yield
and quality. It will not kill
your plant, but it makes it
look unsightly.

We often associate
mildew with moisture, but

Powdery mildew on maple. JOANNE YOUNG

(i.e., humidity around the
plant) to spread.

So, after a long dry period
or in areas with little air cir-
culation, powdery mildew
will be more of an issue.
Young foliage is most sus-
ceptible to damage as leaves
turn yellow and dry out.

The best way to con-
trolling this problem is
proactive prevention. Here
are some tips to prevent
mildew:

Bulk Soil
& Mulch

Delivery

Choose plants that are re-
sistant to powdery mildew.
Many mildew-resistant va-
rieties have been developed
and can be bought from
major seed suppliers.

Examine plants with a
history of severe powdery
mildew once a week. As
soon as you spot mildew
starting to develop, pinch
off the worst of the leaves.

Do not compost any in-
fected plant, as the disease

can still be spread by the
wind and persist in the com-
posted materials.

Selectively prune over-
crowded areas to increase
air circulation around your
plants. This helps to re-
duce relative humidity.

After pruning infected
parts, do not allow prun-
ing shears to touch healthy
leaves. First sterilize your
pruners with rubbing alco-
hol.

Do not allow soil to dry
for too long, especially
around susceptible plants.
A regular watering sched-
ule will help to keep plants
healthy.

Fungicides should only
be used to protect high-
value plants with a history
of disease. Fungicides will
not cure or remove existing
powdery mildew infections.
Once the majority of leaves
have leaf spots, it is too late
to treat. If using a fungicide
earlier in the season as a
preventive or to help kill
any overwintering spores,
use something organic such
as lime sulphur.

Make sure you clean up
any infected leaves in the
fall and don’t leave them at
the base of the plants where
the spores can re-infect in
the spring.

A pinch of prevention
goes a long way.

Joanne Young is a Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake garden
expert and coach. See her
website at joanneyoung.ca

Tropicals
ON SALE

‘l-'orallyourqardeniugneedauiaitua.".

Summer Hours: Mon. - Fri.-8am -5 pm | Sat.8am -3 pm | Sun. 10 am -3 pm

IN STOCK.Peﬁnnlals, Flowering Shrubs, Evergreens, Trees

“A Family Operated

8865 Mountain Road
Niagara Falls, Ontario

CADET BOTTLE
DROP OFF

Accepting all refundable liquor,
wine, beer bottles and cans

Drive up and we will remove bottles from your trunk

Drop off locations:
St. Davids Lions - 1462 York Rd., St. Davids
Legion 124 - 410 King 5t., Niagara-on-the-Lake

Cornerstone Church - 15

70 Niagara Stone Rd.,

Virgil

Classifieds

BARBADOS
GETAWAY

Two weeks for rent in
beautiful Barbados
from Oct. 29-Nov.12

at Divi Southwinds,
situated in the popular
St. Lawrence Gap. Call
for details 905-682-
4917

DOGSITTER
WANTED

Looking for an
occasional overnight
dogsitter, in your
home. Call to discuss:
905-512-7802
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905-932-5646

YOUR AD HERE
Interested in placing a Classified ad? E-mail us
at advertising@niagaranow.com or call Megan at

Gateau & Grace

August 31: Rondeau Brass
(lazz, Ragtime, & Broadway)

Gateau on the Lawn: 7 p.m.
Music and Grace: 7:30 p.m.

V St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church

323 Simcoe 5t., Niagara-on-the-Lake

Did you know?

The Lake Report’s printer sources
100 per cent of its paper fibre from
industry-leading paper mills, which

Info@gauldnurseries.com

9053542392

gauldnurseries.com

Business for over use quick-growth, sustainable,
renewable plots of land, rather than

clear-cutting forests.

powdery mildew thrives

in warm (15C to 27C), dry
climates, though it does re-
quire high relative humidity

50 Years.”
landscape s nursery s garden centre

The ink is also vegetable-based.

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an Audiologist with over 20 years of experience who loves
helping people of all ages in the community. Julia Dick is the Front Office Coordinator
and a longtime resident of Virgil. Call Julia today to book a complimentary hearing test.

A global leader in
hearing healthcare.

mplifon

Book a complimentary hearing test today at 905.468.9176 2l
504 Line 2 Road, Virgil ON

Pauline Reimer Gibson
Audiologist
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"This isn't my first rodeo,

is a phrase commonly spoken.
But, just how many

rodeos does it take

before it has any merit?

With over 175 successful
real estate sales and purchas

personally handled by nr

I can assure you..

This is not my first Rodeo. &8

ROYAL LEPAGE
AR (VA TUFUEREPUPUETERH

Royal LePage NRC Realty
Office 9054684214

Direct 2892576744



