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   The Barker! 

  Greetings  from the shelter!         By: Christin Klimek, LAHS Director  

 

Newsletter  

of the  

Lakes Area  

Humane  

Society         

   Newsletter of the Lakes Area Humane Society     Fall/Winter  2022 

Dog  

Obedience  
 

 

Alexandria Community  

Education is offering 
Basic Dog Obedience 
Training Classes 

  

To Register: 
 
Go to Alexandria  

Community Education  
Website or call for 
more information: 

 

320-762-3310   Ex. 4272 

“Buckle up we are in for a bumpy ride”. 

 

I recently attended a conference in Bloomington to address the increasing difficulties that 

pet owners are having obtaining veterinary care for their pets. In attendance, were 300+ 

individuals representing animal welfare organizations and non-profit/for- profit veterinary 

clinics throughout the United States (U.S.) and Canada.  The focus of the conference was  

to understand the scope of the problem and what is being done, and can be done, to  

address it. 

 

In the past two years, approximately 28% households experienced barriers to veterinary 

care. The overwhelming barrier for all groups of pet owners was financial. The U.S. has  

experienced the highest increase in inflation in the past four decades, which includes  

veterinary services that have increased by nearly 10% nationally. Besides financial barriers 

some pet owners have lack of transportation, low cost spay/neuter options and  

communication/language obstacles. Coupled with a veterinarian and veterinary technician 

shortage, the issues have become even greater. Access to veterinary care is a complex  

issue, which will take a great deal of collaboration from veterinarians, animal welfare  

organizations, social services, policy makers and society in general to change. 

 

It was wonderful to be surrounded by other animal welfare professionals at this conference 

as it allowed us to share our struggles, our victories and learn from each other. Of course, 

these issues are also affecting animal welfare organizations trying to obtain veterinary care 

for the adoptive animals we care for. In addition, the significant increase in animal  

surrenders (particularly dogs) in 2022 is putting a huge strain on shelters and rescues. Who 

are already struggling with an extended stay for animals waiting for necessary surgeries and 

veterinary procedures. 

 

A recent study of current shelter data shows that there are nearly 60,000 more dogs  

available for adoption in the U.S. than there was this time last year. These shelters are  

reporting that surrender request calls have increased by 25 to 100 percent compared to 

previous years. Here at LAHS, we are experiencing a large increase as well. We have  

received over 100 dog surrender requests since the beginning of June. In previous years, we 

would have an average of 8-10 calls per month and were able to accommodate most in 

need of placement. We are also seeing significantly more dogs/puppies that were acquired 

during COVID with behavioral concerns. Many were under-socialized, not spayed/neutered 

and received no training.  They arrive in need of rehabilitation that can take weeks to 

months to accomplish. Normally, we would seek assistance from our rescue organizations 

that can provide significantly more individualized training and 

socialization to these dogs in need. Unfortunately, our rescue 

organization partners have been at maximum capacity for 

months. As a result these dogs’ length of stay at the shelter is 

extended, which then limits the number of surrenders we can 

take in. The animal welfare system has hit a capacity that we 

haven’t seen in years. 

 

As noted at the beginning of this article, we need to “buckle 

up” and navigate through this difficult time. Even so, we are 

confident that, thanks to your continued support, we will be 

able to continue to provide the best care to lost and homeless 

animals in need. 
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Fundraising Success... 

Motorcycle Ride Fundraiser 

The West Central MN Prometheus motorcycle club organized and held a motorcycle ride on  

Saturday, July 30th to benefit the Lakes Area Humane Society (LAHS). The approximately 100 mile ride 

began at the Lakes Area Humane Society shelter, with bakery goods donated by Roers Bakery, and ended 

near Miltona.  The weather was beautiful, the riders enjoyed a safe ride that included a hog roast,  

entertainment and camping that evening. A great time was had by all and the club raised $1,000.00 for the 

animals cared for by the shelter! We wish to sincerely thank the WC MN Prometheus motorcycle club 

and all those who participated in the ride.  

A special thank you to those who participate in Runestone Electric  

Associations' Operation Round-Up program that allows REA to provide 

grant monies to non-profit organizations who apply.  Due to the participants 

generosity, the Lakes Area Humane Society received $500, which allowed us 

to purchase a new extended reach microchip scanner!   

Seeking Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Options? Unfortunately, at this time MNSNAP is unable to come 

to our shelter due to staffing shortages and repairs needed for their mobile clinic. If you are need of  

services, you can still make arrangements to sign up with MNSNAP at their Minneapolis location or  

contact Minn-Kota Paaws another non-profit organization that offers low-cost S/N services located in 

Fargo. Below is contact information for both organizations: 

MNSNAP 

(612) 720-8236  

https://mnsnap.org 

Minn-Kota Paaws 

(701) 356-0523  

https://minnkotapaaws.org 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=mnsnap#
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=minnkota+paaws#
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AAbout LAHS… 
 

Mission  

 
To promote responsible care  

and training for household  

pets through education and  

public awareness and, when  

appropriate, to provide a safe  

and sheltering haven for lost  

and abandoned animals  

pending placement in suitable  

permanent homes.  

 

Location/Contact 

 
3811 Nevada Street SW 

Alexandria, MN  56308 

320-759-2260 

lahs@gctel.net 

www.lakesareahumanesociety.org 
 

Shelter Hours  

 

Monday, Wednesday 

Thursday & Friday 

12:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 

11:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Closed Tuesday/Sunday 
 

Board of Directors 

 

Misty Tracy, President 

Brian Kakach, Vice President 

Bob Bordeaux, Treasurer 

Dawn Thorstad, Secretary 

Becky deHart 

 

 

Shelter Staff 

 

Christin Klimek 

Joan Becker 

Raelin Bothun 

Madison Walvatne 

Ann Bertram 

Maya Krusemark 

Chloe Loch 

Betty Whitman 

 

 

Kids Making a Difference!  

Special thanks to the Hitch girls! They set up a lemonade 

stand and raised over $200 for LAHS and the animals we care 

for. Way to go!  

A big shout out to Sydney and Lila who purchased and 

donated pet supplies for our animals! They donated cat 

and dog food and lots of cat toys. THANK YOU!  
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Letters From Home… 

“Taco” (pictured above and “Dragon “  

(pictured below ) Adopted by the  Petek Family 

“CeCe 

“Adopted by  

Deb K.  

“Roxy”  Adopted by the 

Kaylor family 



 

5 

“Sully “Adopted by Christina A. 

and Zachary T.  

Hello ! I would like you all to 

know that Reba is doing great 

and we love her very much! We got 

her as a companion for our other 

cat Theo. He needed a buddy and 

I’m happy to say they love each 

other. He cleans her all the time 

and she loves it. They play non-

stop. One of her favorite things  

to do is to catch flies which she is 

very good at! She fits in great.  

Thank you!  

 

“Reba” (pictured right) with 

“Theo” (pictured left) in her  

new home adopted by the  

Kraus Family 

“May”  Adopted by  Hailey H.  
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More Letters From Home… 

We wish to give Ingrid R. (on L/R pictured with  

sister Aasta) a HUGE thank you for presenting 

the LAHS staff with a wonderful donation of $182!  

For her birthday, she asked her guests to bring  

donations in lieu of receiving birthday presents. 

Ingrid’s passion to make a difference for the  

animals being cared for by LAHS is incredible! 

“Bentley” Adopted by Ashley R. (above) 

 

“Mario “ & “Luigi” Adopted by the Risse  

 Family (Pictured right) 

More Kids Making a Difference! 

On behalf of the animals, LAHS wants to give a 

special THANKS to Rhea R. for her  

donations of quilts! Rhea created and made the 

quilts herself to fit perfectly in our kennels. Each 

pet adopted will get to take his/her special quilt 

with them to their new home!  
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In Loving Memory…  

Persons who donated money in Memory of… June thru October 2022 

Roxy Ann Reynolds in memory of Rhonda Reynolds 

Kilbourne Group in memory of Rhonda Reynolds 

Brenda Lunak in memory of Rhonda Reynolds 

Colleen Sibert in memory of RhondaReynolds 

Steve & Bonnie Frahm in memory of Rhonda Reynolds 

Lisa Wilson in memory of Rhonda Reynolds 

Brian Reynolds in memory of Rhonda Reynolds 

Susan Alstrom in memory of Rhonda Reynolds 

Diane Gregoire in memory of Rhonda Reynolds 

Richard & Tracey Leyvas in memory of Rhonda Reynolds 

Jan & Tom Broten in memory of Rhonda Reynolds 

Judy Vanmalden in memory of Rhonda Reynolds 

Majorie Guenther in memory of Rhonda Reynolds 

Kevin Wolf in memory of Rhonda Reynolds 

The Family of Maynard Hoium in his memory 

Michelle Rouillard in memory of Maynard Hoium  

   and his love of animals 

The Marboe Families in memory of MaynardHoium 

Luann McDonald in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Rachel Savageau in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Jody Larson in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Jody & Michael Mathias in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Diane & Steve Johnson in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Curtis Hoium in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Connie Peterson & Mae Johnson in memory of Maynard 

Hoium 

Charles Munsch in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Melvin & Helen Hoium in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Gregory & Julie Zniewski in memory of Maynard Hoium 

James & Marilyn McCarragher in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Linda Engebretson in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Linda & Robert Routh in memory of Maynard Hoium 

David & Beverly Domholt in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Arvid Larson & Lisa Ly in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Carolyn & Jim Larson in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Vivian Koenecke in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Leon & Gayla Schmidtbauer in memory of Maynard Hoium 

William & Mary Metzger in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Bruce & Peggy Barker in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Brian Huebner in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Vernice Hoium in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Ann & Richard Gail in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Mary Skarda in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Richard Stockness in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Sheila Brostrom in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Julie Blehm in memory of Maynard Hoium 

Bell Bank in memory of Gaylord Beck 

Steve Olsen in memory of Gaylord Beck 

Lori West in memory of Brad Schmidt 

Michael & Wendy Nies in memory of Brad Schmidt 

James & Jodi Thompson in memory of Brad Schmidt 

Joel & Lisa Wussow in memory of Brad Schmidt 

Kathryn Eastlund in memory of Brad Schmidt 

Patty & John Thorwardson in memory of Brad Schmidt 

Sherryl Koep in memory of Brad Schmidt 

Dakota Supply Group in memory of Brad Schmidt 

Carmel Vogel in memory of Brad Schmidt 

Ellen Bangtson in memory of Bernice Farber 

Paulette GorbCrans in memory of Bernice Farber 

Jane Holmquist in memory of Bailey Sinotte and Daisy El-

liasen 

Irene Olson in memory of Bailey Sinotte 

Carolyn Elliasen in memory of Karen Sinotte’s dog Bailey 

Patricia Moran in memory of Rosie 

Robert Neale in memory of Chester 

Dottie Guilbert in memory of Newton 

Bill & Judy Dietzler in memory of Chloe 

Jerry & Jeanne Miller in memory of Tia 

Mark & Mary Hoff in memory of Kirby 

Marcia Weisel in memory of Beth Teeuwen 

Jeanne Peterson in memory of McGyver (Mac) 

Darrell & Debbie Frietag in memory of Rex 

Sally Christenson in memory of Steven Jarvi and Mark 

Odland 

Bernice & Mary Farber in memory of Gracie Hughes 

Laurel & Arlene Linder in memory of Art Daniels 

Tom & Linda Andert in memory of Doug Hegg, Bill Otto, and 

Nancy Gilbertson 

Cheryl Strand in memory of Arlene Muzik 

Sandra Doege in memory of Janet Gravley 

Linda Fiebelkorn in memory of Rosie 

Mary Theis in memory of Diane Knake 

Sandra Doege in memory of Lois Farris and Smokey 

Keshia Millerbernd in memory of Arnold and Marilyn Kruli-

kosky 

Kathy Ranweiler in memory of Mary Klimek 

Edward & Deanna Anderson in memory of Alex 

Linda Miner in memory of Molly 

Geri Zabrosky in memory of Misty 

Edith Waller in memory of Kathryn Kotchian 

Gordon Ziegelman in memory of Pepper and Brandy 

Sharon & William Bursch in memory of Beau, Button, and 

Blue 

Richard & Karen Hardine in memory of Gary Brink 

Ilene Olson in memory of Shasta 

Briana Hermes in memory of Fenton 

Jerry & Jeanne Miller in memory of Tia 

Linda Fiebelkorn in memory of Rosie 
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Persons who donated money in Honor of… June thru October 2022 

Thanks ...for Helping Us Make a Difference!  

Persons who donated money in Memory of… June thru October 2022 

     Continued... 

“Quincy”  Adopted by  the 

Huizinga Family  

Sandy Kouba in memory of Misty 

Miriam Svobodny in memory of Chloe 

Tom & Jan Broten in memory of Ozzy 

Virginia Burns in memory of Karen Kay Johnson 

Gary & Priscilla Kleis in memory of Reba 

Alomere Health Employees in memory of Kenneth Miller 

Sabrina Marthaler in memory of Clyde 

Pat Smith in memory of Fenton 

Susan Dumm in memory of Kelly’s Oscar 

Shelley Anderson in memory of Paul Hedine 

Antonio Llopis& Patricia Jepsen in memory of Cammie 

   and Brady 

Arlene Linder in memory of Dr. Ed Tanquist Jr. 

Rachel Narveson in memory of Dr. Ed Tanquist Jr. 

Ardis Piper in memory of Dr. Ed  Tanquist Jr. 

Maynard & Dorothy Peterson in memory of Helen Kuester 

Dennis & Myrna Moen in memory of Helen Kuester 

Linda Fiebelkorn in memory of Rosie 

Mary Ellen Lyman & Glenn Jacobson in memory of  

   Mary Jane Hofmeister 

Cathy Haar in memory of Yankee and Buddy 

Mike & Linda Ogg in memory of Sasha, Fonzo, Spider,  

   and Mutton 

Karen Kaehler in memory of Phyllis Tucker 

Tom & Linda Andert in memory of JoAnne Krogstad  

   and Ernie Salvog 

Jody Johnson in memory of Karen Johnson 

William & Judith French in memory of Karen Johnson 

Mary Catherine Zwilling in memory of Karen Johnson 

Nancy & David Snoeyenbos in memory of Karen Johnson 

Jocelyn & Michael Olson in memory of Karen Johnson 

Linda Fiebelkorn in honor of Beaner 

Lynette Emblom in honor of Luta 

Kevin Klimek in honor of Smokey 

Audrey Points in honor of Ember 

Darrell Lorsung in honor of Lexi 

Susan & Richard Kvasager in honor of  

   Joani Nielson and Andy Shriver’s marriage 

The Peterson Family in memory of Clifford Peterson 

Marge Losee in memory of Buddy 

Cassi Swendsrud in memory of Charleigh 

James & Sharon Hauschild in honor of Jeff Schulke 

Susanne Engstrom in honor of Sweetie 

Cathy Haar in honor of Chichi and Drake 

Ingrid Richard in honor of her Birthday 

Robert Hobus Jr in honor of Ingrid Richard’s Birthday 

Aasta R in honor of Ingrid Richard’s Birthday 

Olive S in honor of Ingrid Richard’s Birthday 

Kajsa S in honor of Ingrid Richard’s Birthday 

Hadley B in honor of Ingrid Richard’s Birthday 

Harley V in honor of Ingrid Richard’s Birthday 

Evie P in honor of Ingrid Richard’s Birthday 

Kennedy K in honor of Ingrid Richard’s Birthday 

Kendall T in memory of Ingrid Richard’s Birthday 
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Thanks ...for Helping Us Make a Difference!  

Persons who donated money, supplies & services... June thru October 2022 

Mike Diebold 

Tammy Schmuck 

Sue Lussenhop 

Dottie Norton 

Bobbi Kluver 

Tex Claymore 

Nancy Exley 

Sarah Overland 

Carol Swenson 

Lyn Wanek 

Kristen Pederson 

Shelby Thesing 

Donna DeFoe 

Shelly Beaulieu 

Jennifer Olson 

Chris Hastings 

Patty Skiba 

Alicia Hanrahan 

Brenda Hinrichs 

Reece Sagedahl 

Heidi Miller-Sutton 

Camille & Ron Trandahl 

Reenie Elkington 

Kathy Midtvedt 

Polaris Inc. 

Linda Maughan 

Debbie & Mike Moriaty 

Bob Neessen 

Morrigan Reinke 

Mallory, Clara, and Bennett Slack 

Angela Hommerding 

Katherine Hansen 

Jill Anderson 

Brenda Henneman & Pam Thull 

Paul McCarth 

Kelly Anderson 

Zach Smith & Tiki Conn 

Lynn & Sharon Rossum 

Marlene Mohr 

Megan Wussow 

Katie Trombley 

Therese Luoma 

Jeff Morse 

Stephanie Osterberg 

Maria Waggoner 

Sheila Clemens 

Haylee Gibson 

Tiffany Tate 

Jen Sundry 

Hailey Pfeffer 

Malena Davis 

Phillip Koep 

Rhonda Huls 

Country Store 

Sharon Rossum 

Jill Anderson 

Lisa Heinzen 

Kathy DePorter 

Jerry Daas & CJ Junger 

Gary Magnuson 

Patty Bracey 

Nancy Heuer 

Stacy Chojnacki 

Tim & Kathy Schoonhoven 

Jim Boesen 

Carol Hughes 

Angie Cannon 

Christy Meier 

Steph Malingen 

Carol Chorley 

Hillary Lindsey 

Melody & William Thoennes 

Mary Robinson 

Mike & Pam Lukas 

Erin Little 

Gary Anderson 

Marlys Benson 

Robert Neale Construction 

Sarah Bugg 

Robert Hauser 

Sandy & Steve Bogenrief 

Cathryn Haar 

Brenda Simonson 

Warren Dahlen 

Mary & Dan New 

Brian & Michelle Diekman 

Rick & Vonda Pfannenstiel 

Jace Betlach 

Jeanne Eastlund 

Charlotte Myhre 

Kathleen Mohabir 

Betty Lee 

Deborah Schmidt 

Todd Skramstad 

Anita Anderson 

Colleen Ouimet 

Beverly Gallup 

Barbara & Dan Gehle 

Harold & Jeanne Wells 

Richard & Sandra Susag 

David Ostrander 

Butch Blake & Lilly Barthle 

Tom & Rebecca Wilkinson 

Lynn Glesne 

Alexandria Eagles 

David & Bonnie Fulghum 

Deb Holden 

Carol Ladwig 

Steven & Mary Steinle 

Ron & Mary Ellen Lyman 

Keshia Millerbernd 

Megan Radford 

Irene Morse 

Nancy Anderson 

Sonja & Allen Starry 

Marjorie & Stanley Pasche 

Sheila Spartz 

Ellen Bangtson 

Sam & Julie Allen 

Grace Guyette 

Ardell & Mel Klimek 

Linda Jaski 

Mike Diebold 

Mike Sponsler 

Shay Holland & Neighbors 

Kathy Dockham 

Tim Peterson 

Peter Pittel 

Judy Reese & Jack Helmen 

Vickie Schlosser 

Natalie Lais 

Al Ransom 

Kellie Tatge 

Collin McKim 

Beth Telander 

Tina Knapp 

Barb Tvrdik 

Affordable Pet Services 

Donna Gervais 

Rhonda Fassett 

Kathryn Snyder 

Tom Blade 

Jack Seltz 

Judy Korn 
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Thanks ...for Helping Us Make a Difference!  

Persons who donated money, supplies & services... June thru October 2022 

     Continued... 

While we strive to ensure that all  

donors are acknowledged, we want to  

extend a THANK YOU to anyone who we 

may have inadvertently omitted.  

We sincerely appreciate any  

and all donations!  

Janis Huber 

Savanna Nodsle 

William Peglow 

Sandra Olson 

Eileen Verdugt 

Melissa Bright 

Tom & Jan Broten 

Al & Diane Riedel 

Adam Fiedler & Becky Klaphake 

Dave & Angie Cook 

Amelia Goebel 

Holly Wambeke 

Gail Larson 

Julia Oneil 

Robert & Margaret Block 

Coni McKay 

Keisha Millerbernd 

Angie Clarquist 

Jean Otte 

Elizabeth Alsleben 

Taylor Rustand 

Alexandria Mortgages Inc. 

William & Melody Thoennes 

Stacy Rustman 

Luwanna Johnson 

Joey Loken 

Gina Ehler 

Gary & Suzanne Kakach 

Kay Rooney 

Sandy Majerus-Lieser 

Teresa Giammona 

Marlene Perkins 

Wayne Edwards 

Phyllis Krautbauer 

Orris & Judy Schjei 

Bill & Laura Bjerke 

Raya & Oakley Zilka 

Todd Olson 

Karen Larson 

Glen Rosenthal 

Nicole Anderson 

Lynette Larson 

Jay Patterson 

Becki Peterson 

Sara Godfrey 

Amie Adams 

Chad Freeman 

Chris Brown 

Helene Morrell 

Geri Zabrosky 

Sunrise Sprinkler & Landscape  

   Lighting 

Thomas Blade 

Joshua Sutton 

Robert Hauser 

Neil Peterson 

REA Community Trust 

Renae & Jeremy Smith 

Sharon Karvonen 

Sue Manthey 

Richard & Betty Sue Lee 

Donna Erickson 

Quinn & Skylar Hitch 

Barbara Flykt 

Chelsie Lueth 

Bonnie & David Fulghum 

Ardis Piper 

Prometheus Motorcycle Club 

LeeAnne Cronk 

Paws Plus LLC  

Cathryn Elverum 

Stephanie Magnuson 

Donna Cabana 

Ann Dahms 

Gayle Myhr 

Barbara Maciver 

Cassie Klimek 

“Andy”  Adopted by 

the  Smith family 
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In Minnesota, it’s “Click It or Ticket,” so we know to buckle up 

as soon as we get into the car. We also know that our car has 

seatbelts and airbags to keep us safe. But how can we keep our 

pets safe in the car? 

 

First off, never, ever let an animal go loose in your car. For cats, 

small dogs and other animals, use a  

transportable cage or a small carrier. Avoid using a cardboard 

box as an animal can easily chew open the box and escape.  

 

What about dogs, especially larger ones who tend to lie down in 

the backseat or sit in the passenger seat? This means a loose, 

unsecured animal is in your car, which could lead to the follow-

ing scenarios:  

 

• You slam on the brakes. Your pet crashes into the dashboard, the back of the front seats, or even worse: 

through the windshield. 

• You get in an accident and in the commotion; your dog gets out and runs away.  

• Your pet might stick his/her head out the window and get hit. 

• A paw could accidentally open the window further and your dog might jump out. 

• A paw could accidently close the window while your dog’s head is sticking out. 

• Your dog might jump down to where the brake and gas pedals are or jump into your lap limiting your 

sight and mobility. 

 

None of these scenarios end well if your pet isn’t properly restrained. These are some simple ways that you can 

restrain your dog when going for a car ride: 

 

Traveling Kennel or Carrier: This is pretty basic. Just make sure your pet has room to stand up and turn 

around in the kennel or carrier. The only downside is that a kennel or carrier could move and fall off a seat while 

the car is in motion. For that reason, it’s best to loop the seatbelt through the back of the carrier or a handle on 
the top. 

Harness: Make sure you get a harness that fits your pet correctly and has a way to clip into the seatbelt. 

Car Seat: Invest in a car seat for your dog that clips into the seatbelt or is fastened around a seat. Combined 

with a strap attached to your dog’s harness, this will keep them from bouncing around or falling off the seat, and 

keeps your dog safe. 

 
In the Know...Pet Safety in the Car 

• Postage Stamps  
• Kitten Food - Dry 

(Purina) 
• Bleach 
• Paper Towels 
 
• Copy Paper 
• Post It Notes 
• H3 Laundry  

     Detergent 
• Break-A-Way Cat 

Collars  
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Lakes Area Humane Society  

3811 Nevada Street SW 

Alexandria, MN 56308 

320-759-2260 

lahs@gctel.net 
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