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STANDARD 7: FACILITIES 

 

Buildings, grounds and equipment provide a safe and healthy environment 

that serves to enhance student learning. 
 

 

Overview 

The Lutheran school’s physical facilities include the buildings, land, equipment, maintenance of the property 

and provisions for health, safety and sanitation.  As a place for learning, the facilities help children grow 

spiritually, physically, mentally, socially and emotionally.  School facilities demonstrate principles of harmony, 

order and utility.  Its furnishings and décor are reflective of the Christian mission and purpose of the school.  

 

Potential Evidence 
Potential evidentiary documents provide support as the subcommittee determines the rating for each 

General Indicator of Success.  The list includes suggestions for the documentation but is not all-inclusive.  The 

school reviews the list of potential evidence and determines those established at the school.  Additional 

evidence that is not listed in the potential listing may also be presented.  Evidence or lack thereof assists the 

school in reaching an agreement on a rating.  Potential evidence does not need to be included with the Self-

Study but is to be available for the Validation Team to review. 

 

▪ Job descriptions for maintenance and cleaning staff, including reporting responsibilities and lines of 

accountability. 

▪ Long-range plan for facility improvements, additions or expansion 

▪ Budget line items committing financial support of ongoing maintenance and immediate facility 

improvements. 

▪ Inventory of instructional hardware and equipment, including technology infrastructure  

▪ Certificates of compliance related to health and safety practices. 

▪ Cleaning schedules and custodial duties 

▪ School lockdown plan 

 

 

Potential Practices 
Like potential evidence, potential practices are identified to demonstrate how well the school is meeting the 

indicators.  A practice describes something that is being done at the school.  It is often supported with written 

documentation, but it can be observed in classroom activities or daily routines.  Schools are to identify the practices 

in place.  A list of suggested practices is included in the Self-Study Report, but it is not all-inclusive.  The 

identification of practices allows the subcommittee to arrive at a rating that reflects the condition currently in place 

at the school.  It is the combination of evidence and practices that provide the support for an indicator rating.  
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▪ Buildings and grounds reflect the institution’s commitment to maintaining a safe and productive 

learning environment for students. 

▪ Regular and routine inspections (e.g., fire marshal, health inspector, lunchroom audit, emergency 

light log, facility walkthrough, elevator, fire extinguishers, etc.) 

▪ Regularly scheduled maintenance 

▪ Daily cleaning and sanitizing 

▪ Safety inspections as required by local agencies. 

▪ Annual review of emergency management procedures and response 

▪ Custodial care and/or Cleaning Service  

▪ Service of students with specialized learning needs 
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Required Responses 
Narrative responses are to be written for all questions at the beginning of each Standard area and included in 

the Self-Study document.  The answers to these questions provide a school with the opportunity to describe 

how it meets the needs of students.  This also allows the school to indicate any nuances that are unique to the 

school’s learning environment. 

 

1. Describe the property (building and grounds). 

 

 

2. Describe how general maintenance and repair of the physical facilities is ensured. 

 

 

3. Describe how the school ensures that it complies with laws, health and safety requirements and 

building codes and American with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

 

 

4. Describe the maintenance and cleaning schedule of the facility. 

 

 

5. What is the relationship of the school administration and faculty with the custodial staff? 

 

 

6. What part of the physical plant and property has been changed in the past three years? 

 

 

7. What long-range plans are in place for site plan development? 

 

 

8. How are students protected from external threats on campus before, during and after school? 

 

 

9. Describe how the school property is used by the community and outside groups and any 

procedures/policies that govern the use. 

 

 

10. Describe athletic facilities and training facilities and proper monitoring, sanitation, and safety 

procedures in place. 
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Required Evidence  
Required Evidence must be attached to the Self-Study Report and used to assign a rating and complete the 

written comments for each General Indicator of Success.  Place an “X” in the box and attach required 

documentation. 

 

School floor plan 

 

School Crisis Management Plan (including evacuation and reunification plans)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Required Indicators of Success  

Required indicators must be answered “YES” and supported by evidence and comments for the school to be 

accredited in good standing. Place an “X” in the box and identify supporting evidence and practices. 

 

7:01* Facilities are well-maintained and free from hazards, providing a safe and productive 

learning environment for all students. 

 

YES 

 

NO  

 

Identify and list supporting Evidence or Practices: 

 

 

 

Comments: 
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7:02* Facilities fully conform to all applicable laws, including health, safety and building codes. 

 

YES 

 

NO  

 

Identify and list supporting Evidence or Practices: 

 

 

 

Comments: 
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General Indicators of Success 
General Indicators of Success help the school to quantify its compliance with the Required Standards.  The 

assignment of a rating for each General Indicator of Success is determined by the evidence and the practices that 

support the rating.  Each General Indicator is to be rated by the subcommittee, using the criterion below with the 

corresponding point value.  A written response is required for every indicator in the “Comments” section.  

See Page 8 for Scoring Rubric. 
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7:03: Buildings, grounds and equipment are well maintained, clean and appropriate for the age 

and number of students.   

 

Schools must demonstrate with documented evidence and practice that they comply with the following to 

function at the “operational” level. Place an “X” in the boxes below which currently apply to the school.  

 

The size and design of the buildings and teaching/learning areas are appropriate for the school’s 

programs and achievement of learner outcomes (objectives), meet state and local code 

requirements and provide for special needs. 

 

All teaching/learning areas are properly ventilated, lit and have adequate space for the number 

and size of the students. 

 

The buildings are cleaned daily, and the restrooms are sanitary. 

 

 

School furniture is sufficient in quantity and age appropriate. 

 

 

The school administrator(s) participates in the supervision of those who maintain the physical 

facilities. 

 

Adequate provisions exist for offices, areas for students needing care, recreation, library/media 

center and space for small-group instruction. 

 

The school facility has appropriate technology infrastructure.  

 

Identify and list supporting Evidence or Practices: 

 

 

 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place an “X” in the Rating Box that Reflects the Actual Condition of the School 

 Highly Functional (4)   Operational (3)   Emerging (2)   Not Evident (1) 
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7:04: Physical facilities provide specific (crosses, signs, etc.) and non-specific (attractive, 

adequate, etc.) Lutheran Christian witness to the community. 

 

Schools must demonstrate with documented evidence and practice that they comply with the following to 

function at the “operational” level. Place an “X” in the boxes below which currently apply to the school.  

 

The buildings contain evidence that the school is a Lutheran Christian school. 

 

 

Christian banners, pictures and posters are displayed in the hallway, entryway, gymnasium and 

classrooms. 

 

A cross is hung in a prominent place. 

 

 

An outdoor sign provides evidence of a Lutheran Christian School to the community.  

 

Identify and list supporting Evidence or Practices: 

 

 

 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place an “X” in the Rating Box that Reflects the Actual Condition of the School 

 Highly Functional (4)   Operational (3)   Emerging (2)   Not Evident (1) 
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7:05: The building and grounds provide a safe school environment. 

 

Schools must demonstrate with documented evidence and practice that they comply with the following to 

function at the “operational” level. Place an “X” in the boxes below which currently apply to the school.  

 

Policies and procedures are in place to maintain a safe school environment.  

 

 

The playground, athletic field(s), and school grounds are properly supervised, safe and fenced 

when appropriate and needed. 

 

 

The school limits access to the facility, has locked entrances and is secure during normal school 

hours. 

 

Crossing guards, lanes and school speed zones are provided when and where needed. 

 

 

A safe, carefully supervised procedure for loading and unloading students in cars, buses and other 

vehicles is in effect. 

 
Identify and list supporting Evidence or Practices: 

 

 

 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place an “X” in the Rating Box that Reflects the Actual Condition of the School 

 Highly Functional (4)   Operational (3)   Emerging (2)   Not Evident (1) 
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Summary and Response Actions 
Summary and response actions, related to the school’s strengths and items needing improvement, are to be 

provided.  Subcommittees carry on the primary work of evaluating the school’s compliance with the assigned 

standard through a thoughtful and purposeful evaluation of each of the general indicators of success.  Based 

on any general indicator ratings of “1” or “2”, the school must develop specific plans to improve.  Plans must 

include specific targeted completion dates and assignments.  At the discretion of the school, actions may be 

developed for indicators that have been rated as “3”. 

 

A. Are the Required Indicators of Success met for Standard 7? (YES / NO) 

 

 

B. Based on evidence, what are the strengths of the school related to Standard 7? 

 

 

C. Based on evidence, what are the challenges of the school related to Standard 7?  All areas 

identified as “emerging” [2] or “not evident” [1] must be addressed in the School Action Plan. 

 

 

D. What is the school’s average rating for all General Indicators of Success for Standard 7, rounded to 

the nearest tenth? 

 

STANDARD RATING 

7:03  

7:04  

7:05  

Total:  

Average: 

(Total ÷ 3) 

 

 

  

  


