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Abstract:

Digital media technologies make possible innovative changes in news production
convergence and current affairs outputs that create publishing and broadcasting
niches ideally suited to some adaptable campus-based journalism courses. The
Auckland-based Pacific Media Centre, and its media offshoot with an Asia-Pacific
focus, Pacific Scoop , is collaborating with New Zealand's
leading independent online media organisation, Scoop Media Limited, and two
South Pacific universities to report regional affairs amid crisis and trauma. The
Pacific “hub” has also developed a Creative Commons platform. The result is an
evolving project that blends the interlocking talents of multicultural student
journalists, academic analysts and “censorship-busting” reporters. This paper
articulates four Pacific Scoop case studies in particular: the Japanese earthquake
and tsunami and the impact in Oceania in March; the high-profile defection of Fiji
coup henchman Lieutenant-Colonel Ratu Tevita Uluilakeba Mara in May; the South
Pacific Forum political leaders summit in Auckland in September; and the
Indonesian military crackdown in West Papua at Freeport and Jayapura in October
2011.
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AUT's PACIFIC MEDIA CENTRE

Case study 1:

* Tohoku earthquake and tsunami, Japan
* 11 March 2011
e Less than three weeks after Christchurch earthquake
* Most powerful known earthquake in Japan, level 9
¢ 15,389 deaths
* 3642 people missing
¢ 125,000 buildings damaged or destroyed
e Nuclear accidents, 3 level 7 meltdowns at Fukushima

e Pacific Scoop students and correspondents covered
stories in Japan & with Pacific angle
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Case study 2:

* Mara’s ‘great escape’ affair

° 14 May 2011
e Lt-Col Ratu Tevita Kapaiwai Lutunauga Uluilakeba Mara
* One of four top military leaders in 2006 coup

 Youngest son of late Fiji President and founding PM,
Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara

e Born again ‘pro-democracy’ advocate

e Fled from Fiji to Tonga while on sedition charges and
accused of human rights violations

e Aust and NZ granted ‘selective amnesty’ to enter country

e Pacific Scoop broke reports of Ratu Ului’s escape =

. Pacific.Scoop 5

| =l

The Mara affair

/- © Thetarget-

3 Bainimarama

e Cartoon:
Malcolm Evans
/PJR
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Case study 3:

¢ Pacific Islands Forum leaders confernc
® 6-9 September 2011

* Major international event:
- leaders from 15, Pacific countries
- UN Secretary-General
- European Commission president
- 50-strong contingents from both China and the US
e Overshadowed by World Rugby Cup preparations in
‘rugby fever’ nation
¢ 10 accredited AUT postgraduate student journos on APJ
course provided ‘outstanding’ coverage for Pacific Scoop
with strong focus on issues — Green MP Catherine Delahunty 2
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9 November 2011

The Director

Pacific Media Centre, D-63
Schoel of Communication Studies
AUT University

Private Bag 92006

Auckland 1142

Dear Dave

| am writing to endorse the excellent work of the Pacific Media Centre and particularly the
students from the Centre in the participation and coverage of the Pacific Islands Forum
2011. The coverage produced by their efforts was world class and their participation in press
events was outstanding. The Pacific Media Centre has a vital role not the least because
mainstream media in New Zealand has a limited commitment to covering Pacific nations
stories other than with a highly westernised focus. The coverage of the Pacific Island Forum
by mainstream New Zealand media was shallow and lacked the robust approach led by the
students from the Pacific Media Centre.

It must be noted that these media students had a leading role in asking the pertinent
questions of the United Nations Secretary General and other dignitaries and in covering the
breadth of issues at the forum. Their ability to raise substantive issues was in stark contrast
to the coverage focused on the “shirt parade” and other more trivial aspects of the event.

The coverage of the protests about the exclusion gf West Papua and\he Secretary 24
General's comments on this issue was led by the Racific Media Ce students.
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Case study 4:

Pacific Islands Forum

¢ Ban Ki-moon
waves to West
Papuan protesters
- photo by AUT
photojournalist
Karen Abplanalp

25;

* West Papua crisis
¢ 19 October 2011

e US-owned Freeport-McMoRan'’s giant Grasberg gold and
copper mine - prolonged strike

» Two miners shot on October 10 (others later)

 Indonesian security forces cracked down on peaceful
Third Papuan People’s Congress — up to six people
killed, 300 arrested, six charged with treason

* Intensive Pacific Scoop coverage with expert
backgrounders

e Student Karen Abplanalp’s lead investigative story in
Metro, December 2011, challenges NZ Super Fund role %

(cc) David Robie PMC/AUT
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West Papua crisis
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Papua A Media Black Spot
By Alex Perrottet and David Robie

L]
The violence in West Papua this week

has played out against a background
of limited media freedom there and
across the region, write the authors

of a new report on media freedom in

the Pacific

The state of Pacific media freedom is fragile in

the wake of serious sethacks, notably in Fiji,

with sustained pressure from a military-backed

regime, and in Wanuatu, where blatant

intimidation has continued with near impunity.

Apart from Fiji, which has a systemic and

targeted regime of censorship, most other Tags: westpapua vanuatu madia
countries are attempting to free themselves fecdom bl e aet terar B e
fram stifling restrictions on the press. But the robie alex perrottet

Indonesian-ruled Melanesian territory of West
Papua has emerged this vear as the Pacific’s

worst place for media freedom violations.

Cartoon and
article —
combination
student and
staff — from a
research
report on
Pacific media
freedom ,
New Matilda,
Sydney,
October24 5,
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Student
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28
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new video
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Jayapura
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November 17
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West Papua ‘blind spot’

@. Amnesty calls for release of 14 Papuan Congress detainees
N

]

Fintis Hew Zealand Hewswie — 1 0e1 2011 © 14151
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West Papua ‘blind spot’

Table 1: New Zealand media coverage of the West Papua crisis, Oct 19-Nov 2, 2011

News media org: Medium Stories Database
New Zealand Herald Newspaper 1 Newztext
Radio NZ National Newsweb 0 Newztext
Scoop Media Newsweb 3 Newztext
Stuff.co.nz [Fairfax Media] Newsweb 0 Newztext
Pacific Media Centre Newsweb 14 Niustext
Pacific Scoop [on PMC] Newsweb 9 Niustext
Radio NZ International Newsweb 14 Niustext
Pacific Scoop Newsweb 58 PS Search
Total: 99

Note: Pacific Scoop produced 66 percent of the 99 news stories carried on main NZ news media websites about the West Papua
crisis for a two-week period following the crackdown on pro-independence Papuans on 19 October 2007. By comparison, during
the same period the Sydney Morning Herald published 5 stories, four of them by the newspaper’s Jakarta correspondent Tom
Allard. Two Knowledge Basket databases, Newtext (NZ media) and Niustext (Pacific media), and the Pacific Scoop internal
search engine were used to compile the statistics.
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Conclusion

* Five elements central to Fourth Estate (schultz, 1998)
 Political purpose and independence

Commercial priorities

Importance of public opinion

Diversity of information and viewpoints presented

Degree of accountability

 Journalism education about engaging these elements and
 Claiming Creative Commons and a free and independent media
» Contesting legacy media ‘blind spots’
» Producing well-rounded graduates with critical-thinking

* Strong exposure to business, economics, governance,

history/politics, human rights and culture

* Independent university/student media benefit for democratic
society

35
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Key links - references

e Web links:
» Pacific Scoop:
« Pacific Scoop 1491718 Asia-Pacific Journalism assignments archive:

» Pacific Scoop Pacific Islands Forum coverage archive:

« Pacific Scoop West Papua archive:
» Pacific Media Centre Online — news reports & archives:
« Pacific Media Centre YouTube channel:
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