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Professor Thomas says she supports free speech on campus, but totally opposes hate speech. “Mr Brash’s

leadership of Hobson’s Pledge and views he and its supporters espoused in relation to Māori 

wards on councils was clearly of concern to many staff, particularly Māori staff. Whether those 

views would have been repeated to students in the context of a discussion about the National Party may seem 

unlikely, but I have no way of knowing. In my opinion the views expressed by members of Hobson’s Pledge 

come dangerously close to hate speech. They are certainly not conducive with the University’ strategy of 

recognising the values of a Tiriti o Waitangi-led organisation.”

http://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/about-massey/news/article.cfm?mnarticle_uuid=B3E11F9F-2C2C-4E9B-A0AD-352E72A76BB6

7 August 2018

http://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/about-massey/news/article.cfm?mnarticle_uuid=B3E11F9F-2C2C-4E9B-A0AD-352E72A76BB6
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https://www.stuff.co.nz/manawatu-standard/opinion/103955989/walkout-on-mori-prayer-betrays-prejudice-and-ignorance-for-new-zealand-culture

18 May 2018

https://www.stuff.co.nz/manawatu-standard/opinion/103955989/walkout-on-mori-prayer-betrays-prejudice-and-ignorance-for-new-zealand-culture
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7 August 2018

https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/politics/2018/08/don-brash-uninvited-from-massey-university-speaking-event.html

https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/politics/2018/08/don-brash-uninvited-from-massey-university-speaking-event.html
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https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12127703

“In an Official Information 

Act request, by right-wing 

blogger David Farrar, 

documents show that 

security was not the main 

concern, but Thomas 

saying she didn't want a 

"te tiriti led university be 

seen to be endorsing 
racist behaviours".”

19 September 2018

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12127703
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As a Tiriti-led University we are committed to demonstrating authentic 
leadership in contemporary Aotearoa New Zealand as we uphold Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi, the founding document of our nation, and its principles through our 
practice. Massey embraces this not just as an obligation but as a real 
opportunity for the nation and its people. The University will champion new 
strategies for advancement and integration of te reo Māori and Māori 
knowledge, it will demonstrate informed practices consistent with tikanga 
Māori and will embrace kaupapa Māori across our activities. Massey’s 
teaching and research will contribute to advanced outcomes for whānau, 
hapū and iwi. 

Massey University strategy 2018-2022 includes:

http://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/fms/About%20Massey/University-Management/documents/strategies/massey-university-strategy.pdf

http://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/fms/About Massey/University-Management/documents/strategies/massey-university-strategy.pdf
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No results

2 results - irrelevant

9 results - irrelevant

7 results - irrelevant
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• Semi-structured interviews (Tracy, 2013) with Māori leaders and experts in 

Te Tiriti o Waitangi

• Purposive sampling (Daymon & Holloway, 2011)

• Grounded theory method of analysis (Glaser & Strauss, 1967)
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Sir Eddie Taihākurei Durie
• Chairman of the Waitangi 

Tribunal (1980-2004)
• Chief Judge of Māori Land

Court (1980-1998)
• Chairman of NZ Māori Council

Dr Rongo Wetere
• Founder and former CEO of Te 

Wānanga o Aotearoa (TWoA)
• TWoA was the largest tertiary

provider in NZ
• 300,000 graduates in the last

20 years

Professor Gary Hook
• Former CEO of Te Whare 

Wānanga o Awanuiārangi
(2001-2006)

• Double doctorate (PhD from
VUW in 1968, DSc from VUW 
in 1986)
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When you’re talking about something being Te Tiriti-led you are 
starting with the Treaty of Waitangi and what that was about.  For 
me… it was intended to bring two peoples together - two peoples 
from different cultures.  The concept as I see it was about respecting 
two different spheres.  You can think of two cultures as being two 
circles.  That’s the Māori one and that’s the Pākehā one. Each has its 
own integrity in its own sphere but there’s a commonality.  As the two 
groups get to know one another that area of commonality will 
increase. 

What is Tiriti-led?

Sir Eddie Taihākurei Durie
• Chairman of the 

Waitangi Tribunal (1980-
2004)

• Chief Judge of Māori
Land Court (1980-1998)

• Chairman of NZ Māori 
Council
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It means the Treaty has standing.  We have a Treaty and the Treaty 
should be honoured.

What is Tiriti-led?

Dr Rongo Wetere
• Founder and former

CEO of Te Wānanga 
o Aotearoa (TWoA)

• TWoA was the
largest tertiary
provider in NZ

• 300,000 graduates
in the last 20 years
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Tiriti-led is a Pākehā concept. It is not a Māori concept. The only 
institutions that pay attention to that are Pākehā institutions, not Māori.  
Māori are led by social principles. Things that are embedded in the 
culture, like manaakitanga, kaitiakitanga, awhinatanga, rangitaratanga. 
While those principles should be the foundation of the Treaty, whether 
they are or they are not, I don’t really know.  When I was (head of) at 
Awanuiārangi I never thought to be guided by the Treaty.  I sought to be 
guided by the culture.

What is Tiriti-led?

Professor Gary Hook
• Former CEO of Te 

Whare Wānanga o 
Awanuiārangi
(2001-2006)

• Double doctorate
(PhD from VUW in
1968, DSc from
VUW in 1986)
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In the field of education for example that would be acted out in these terms: you 
would have a kura kaupapa for the Māori side, kōhanga reo, wānanga, all of which 
deals with how Māori deal with themselves in their own culture and in their own 
way. Only a fraction of Māori will go to those things, most will go to the mainstream. 

That is a Te Tiriti-led system of education where you’re trying to get both sides to 
grow their own culture and each culture is to be respected with both cultures 
knowing a little bit more about each other so that area of commonality grows.  That 
to me is a Te Tiriti-led process.

Tiriti-led in education

Sir Eddie Taihākurei Durie
• Chairman of the 

Waitangi Tribunal (1980-
2004)

• Chief Judge of Māori
Land Court (1980-1998)

• Chairman of NZ Māori 
Council
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If you look at the Wānanga we created, over the last 20 years we’ve had 
over 300,000 people graduate between certificate and degree levels.  
There’s no place in the world where an institution has been able to 
achieve that level of change.  

Tiriti-led in education

Dr Rongo Wetere
• Founder and former

CEO of Te Wānanga 
o Aotearoa (TWoA)

• TWoA was the
largest tertiary
provider in NZ

• 300,000 graduates
in the last 20 years
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What I have always believed is that, according to the Treaty, we should 
have our piece of that pie that allows us to develop our own approach to 
education, our own approach to incarceration, our own approach to 
handling social issues including health, housing and on and on... Because 
who understands our problems better than we?

Tiriti-led in education

Professor Gary Hook
• Former CEO of Te 

Whare Wānanga o 
Awanuiārangi
(2001-2006)

• Double doctorate
(PhD from VUW in
1968, DSc from
VUW in 1986)
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Tiriti-led in journalism education

• “Don’t defame anybody. Show respect.”
• “The big thing about Māori and broadcasting the news is that you should be always 

consistently respectful.  That does not prevent you from being hardline. “ 
• “It’s the manner.  You can report anything, it’s the way you do it.”  
• “How would you write up Ngatata (Love)? You would acknowledge very carefully the 

good work he has done.  And you would just report on the facts but you wouldn’t start 
off with a big headline that says ‘So and so falls from grace’ ” 

• Don’t use Māori TV and Te Karere as exemplars of good practice.
• Case studies of differences in reporting Māori and Pākehā stories.
• Widespread inclusion of Te reo and tikanga Māori.
• “Increase your Māori academics and you’ll get more Māori students”.
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