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StrongNation.org/ReadyNation

ReadyNation survey of parents

• Nationally representative sample of 408+ parents of children 
ages birth to three

• Parents were asked how child care challenges impacted their 
work across four dimensions:
• Productivity
• Time at work
• Disruptions
• Career pathways



StrongNation.org/ReadyNation

Ohio parents of infants and toddlers need child care

• 395,000 children in Ohio are under the age of three
• 63 percent of these children have mothers in the workforce.

• 87 percent of Ohio workers cite lack of child care as a primary barrier to 
employment
• 59 percent had difficulty finding access to that is affordable.
• 55 percent had difficulty finding care that is high-quality.

• Affordable care
• Ohio averages $11,438 for Infant care in a center per year.
• This represents 11 percent of the median annual income of a married-couple family 

in Ohio.



StrongNation.org/ReadyNation

39 percent of Ohio residents live in a child care desert (shown in 
orange)



StrongNation.org/ReadyNation

Lower productivity



StrongNation.org/ReadyNation

Less time at work



StrongNation.org/ReadyNation

Work disruptions



StrongNation.org/ReadyNation

Impacts on parents, employers, and taxpayers



StrongNation.org/ReadyNation

How child care problems hurt the economy



StrongNation.org/ReadyNation

What does this all mean?



StrongNation.org/ReadyNation

Cyndy Rees
ReadyNation OH State 
Director
crees@readynation.org

mailto:crees@readynation.org


Brain Basics: 
The Case for Starting Early

www.playfullearninglandscapes.com
@playfullearng 

Sarah Lytle, PhD



www.ReadyNation.orgPresentation supported by the Bezos Family Foundation



The Growing Brain



The Growing Brain

Photo credit: University of Washington EarlyEdU



Blooming Pruning Thriving



Universalist  Specialist



Harvard Center on the Developing Child; Levitt, 2009



Unicef, World Bank, WHO



Unicef, World Bank, WHO



Adapted from Li, Farkas, Duncan, Burchinal & Vandell, 2013

Quality Care Matters



Where are children?

Meltzoff et al., 2009
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HOW Children Learn WHAT Children Learn Community Values+ +



Photo Credit: Sahar Coston-Hardy



The Growing Brain

Photo credit: University of Washington EarlyEdU



Who we are
A nonprofit that brings 
together educators, learning 
scientists, community 
organizers, 
and architects to create 
playful learning spaces

www.playfullearninglandscapes.com

What we do
Coaching and Design Review

Technical Assistance and Design

Training & Webinars

Science Dissemination

@playfullearng 







































Moderated by Molly Vincent, 
Legislative Aide for Rep. Manning

For legislators, staff, and agency 
representatives, please feel free to 
unmute yourselves to ask questions 
or share feedback.

For all other participants, please 
use the chat or Q&A feature, and 
we will do our best to answer in 
the time allotted. 

Questions & Answers



Thank you for joining 
today’s webinar!

For more information on upcoming 
Ohio Legislative Children’s Caucus 
webinars and meetings, please 
contact:

Kelly Vyzral, 
kvyzral@childrensdefense.org 

mailto:apaxsonvyzral@childrensdefense.org
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