The King Who Was Born in a Barn

By House to House Heart to Heart

So it makes sense that by the time they arrived, the small hamlet of
Bethlehem was overrun with people and all hotel rooms were taken. Under
such conditions, people must have felt blessed if they could negotiate even
a small space on the floor. We can hear Joseph being told, “All we have left
is a space where the animals stay.” Perhaps Joseph looked over at Mary at
this point, and said, “We’ll take it,” without hesitation. No kind person said,
“You can have my space. You need it more than | do.” Imagine if one of Da-
vid’'s daughters had been about to give birth. Would she have been sent
out to the barn? Yet this daughter of David had no friend to accommodate
her in distress. Nonetheless, it must have been a relief for Mary rest, finally,
after her journey.

The Gospel accounts do not say if there were animals there, although
in that society animals were never far away. Neither does it say whether
the manger was in a stable, barn, or cave. It is likely that Jesus was born in
a cattle stall. Imagine it:

e How did it smell?

e What sounds were filling Mary’s ears as she had Jesus?

e How comfortable was it with no bed, couch, table, or chair?
e How private was it with all those visitors milling about?

e How sanitary was it with all the refuse and flies that normally are found
in such a place?

To say the least, it was a disquieting place for a woman in childbirth.
But Mary and Joseph made it work. Perhaps they hung a curtain over the
doorway, and tethered their animal outside to block passage, thus gaining
enough privacy for the birth. Ken Gire paints the picture:

Thus Jesus was born without protocol and without pretension. Where
you would have expected angels there were only flies. Where you would
have expected heads of state, there were only donkeys, a few haltered
cows, a nervous ball of sheep, a tethered camel, and a furtive scurry of cu-
rious barn mice.

Why would God orchestrate such a place of birth? Jesus’ being born in
a stable shows His humiliation (Acts 8:33). He laid aside all His glory, and
took upon Himself the form of a servant (Philippians 2:7). He “humbled
himself” (Philippians 2:8). Isaiah prophesied that He would be without form
or comeliness, a root out of a dry ground and “despised and rejected of
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:2-3).

«The manger and the cross are matching bookends to Jesus’ earthly life.
Would it have been fitting that a man who was to die naked on the cross be
born in a palace? Would it have been appropriate that one to be buried in a

Prayers and Concerns

¢ Sympathy is extended to the Beard family for the death of Dale
Beard (Leon’s cousin). His service was yesterday. He was a member
of the Pine Ridge church.

¢ Sympathy also goes to the family and friends of Estel Robirds from
Theodosia. His service was Friday.

¢ Nikki Smith, sister-in-law has been diagnosed with thyroid cancer.

¢ Donna Shipley, sister of Leon Beard, has been diagnosed with blad-
der cancer.

¢+ Remember those with health issues—Sue Hambelton, Barbara
White, Larry Butler, Faye Flaughers, Ruth Strain, Norma Jones, Ste-
ve Siebels, Aleta Collins.

¢ All those battling cancer—Don Luna, Harold Reynolds, Elaine
Hunter (Larry’s sister), Dawn
(Chris Lemburg’s sister), Lionel THIS
Daugherty, Jana Crisp, Richard PROVED
Blackburn, Cindy Gibson, Leroy HE WAS
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in West Plains.

borrowed tomb begin anywhere but a borrowed barn? An inauspicious
start was fitting, for He who would wear a peasant’s garb, associate

with fishermen and tax collectors, and have common men as His disci-
ples when He started His ministry. (continued next week)
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Vicki will be serving tacos and dessert for Wednesday night fellowship A Place to Call Home
supper before classes.

We welcome you and are so glad you could worship with us today.
Jessica Smith will be taking family pictures after services in April for a - /
new directory. Be sure to fill out and return the information sheet. \ / Schedule of Services
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ay s communiTy £aster £gg AUNT a success! Resurrection
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Date Event Details 6 p.m. Fellowship Supper
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Fri-Sat-Sun Gospel Meeting Here Devin Swindle, Speaker
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