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   WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT SWAMP LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Visitors are welcome and invited to make themselves at home.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about Swamp Lutheran, have questions, or are looking 
for a church home, speak with Pastor Scott or church members. Please complete a 
visitor card and place it in an offering drop box or sign guest register in narthex. 
 
Restrooms are located off the narthex (lobby) by the coat rack. 
 
The worship service is printed in this bulletin. Hymns are found in the red 
hymnal Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Children’s active presence is welcomed 
in our worship. There are special kids bulletins available in the narthex and at the 
side entrance.  
 
Offering plates are passed. Additionally, there is an offering drop 
box in the narthex.  Online giving via cell phone is easy and 
secure. Just use this QR code from your phone’s camera app. 
 
Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church—gathering, word, 
meal, sending. The shape of this liturgy and much of the actual words/prayers 
come directly from scripture.  Though we make seasonal shifts, the constancy of 
our worship reflects God’s constant love and promises through forgiveness, 
scripture, and the sacraments of baptism and communion.  Following this 
liturgical pattern, as well as the Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle 
of scripture readings, connects us through our worship with Christians around the 
world and throughout time. 
  
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We believe 
“Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with 
bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink.” (Small 
Catechism, Martin Luther) Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion are 
welcome to come forward for a blessing. 
 
Website – Be sure and check our website www.swamplutheran.org regularly for 
updates and schedules of ongoing activities of the church.  Full prayer list is in the 
newsletter each month 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/


 

 

GATHERING  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It 
is the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge 
and love, that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay 
down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to 
lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth with any 
sibling in need. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE     HANDBELLS    THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD               LINDA LAMB 
 

congregational responses are in bold type. 
 

 stand 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM                
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 



 

 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN    CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY; ALLELUIA!       ELW 369         

   

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
 

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into 
your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. 
Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

ANTHEM    HANDBELLS    HAVE NO FEAR, LITTLE FLOCK     ARR. JANE MCFADDEN 
    
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12 
 

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were 
proclaiming the news of the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter 
is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to 
the religious authorities. 
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with 
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 
high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they 
inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are 
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are 
asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the 
people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead. 11This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has 
become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among mortals by which we must be saved.” 
 

       The Word of the Lord. 
       Thanks be to God. 
 



 

 

Psalm: Psalm 23 read responsively 
   

 1The LORD | is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no 
evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24 
 

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the 
very love we share with others, not just through our words but especially through 
our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God’s commandments. 
 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we 
ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in 
anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet 
refuses help? 
 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 
action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure 
our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than 
our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, 
we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, 
because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey 
his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know 
that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

 

stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.   

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the 
shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to 
overcome death for them. 
[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, 
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches 
them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not 
care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life 
for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in 
order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 
received this command from my Father.” 
 
 

      The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ 



 

 

 

sit 
 
SERMON  
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 

stand 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*that is, the true, universal Christian church of all times and places. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
After each petition: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 



 

 

Please share the peace. 
 
sit 
 
 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 
 
OFFERTORY             THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD      ROBERT LAU 
 
 

OFFERING In addition to the plate, online giving via cell phone is safe and 
secure.  See QR code on the inside cover of this bulletin. 
 

As the offering is brought to the table, the congregation stands and sings.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
                                      
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Risen One, 
you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Father, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 
arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy 
church, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.   Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The risen Christ is made known to us 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD   remain standing 
 
 

 

sit 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Following the direction of the ushers, approach by the center aisle and return to 
your pew by the side aisles. Please get a cup from the stack by the first pew before 
receiving bread. Grape juice and gluten free options available—tell the usher. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS   (Congregation Encouraged to Sing) 
 

MY SHEPHERD, YOU SUPPLY MY NEED                          ELW 782 
 

YOU SATISFY THE HUNGRY HEART                                   ELW 484 



 

 

 
After all have communed, stand 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen. 
 
Let us pray.  
 

Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
 

BLESSING 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN        GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, REJOICE AND SING!       ELW 385 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 

POSTLUDE          HE SHALL FEED HIS FLOCK                        G. F. HANDEL 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER -  Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Ed Miller, John Wesner, 
Michael Wargo,  Jan Lorah, Sandi Clemens, Nettie Kriener, Clair Sweigart,  Faith 
Moyer, Michael A. Crowther, Reba Ranck, Grace Ranck, Ray Fox, Gene Miller, 
Kelly Martin, Jean Wolf, Bruce Wagner, Honey Notobartolo, Charles Moyer, 
Anna Habecker, Bobby Hershey, Anna Hershey, Marilyn Gelsinger, Edith 
Snyder, Sharon Levan, JJ Johnson, Robert Bachman, Teresa Sweigart, Mel and 
Troy Ulrich, Earl Myers, Elizabeth Sherman, Judy Habecker, Anna Rose 
Schannauer, Betty Kramer, Tyler Leed, Henry, Dennis Troutman, Larry Knauer, 
Robyn Reihner, David Metzger, Linda Mohn, Pauline Wassmer, Jerry Landis, 
family of Jackson Sensenig.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given in in memory of her brother, Tom Weinhold, by 
Linda and Howard Ream. 
 

SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of loved ones by the congregation. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS – A 2024 altar flower calendar is in the Narthex.  Flower & 
Candle costs remain at $40.00 & $5.00, respectively. Standing orders remain on 
the calendar from year to year.  Please support the church by signing up for the 
weeks that do not have sponsors.  Sue Kreitz, 717-283-9444 and John Frantz, 
717-606-8994 are now taking care of the flower and candle sign-up if you have 
questions or want to schedule. Several opportunities for candles are available. 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES – If you give via the online option, let us know by 
email (secretary@swamplutheran.org) or by phone to the office so that you will 
no longer receive offering envelopes for 2023. 
 

To our knitters and crocheters, please focus on prayer shawls.  
When you finish, please bring it to church and leave it in the 
library.  THANK YOU for supporting this church ministry. 
 

FOOD BANK – Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need replenished 
monthly. There is an urgent need for paper towels, toilet paper and there is always 
a need for canned vegetables (except corn) canned fruit, canned soup, canned 
meat and tuna, pasta, rice and mac & cheese. Thank you for helping as you are 
able. We distribute on the 2nd Wednesday each month. Please check for a current 
expiration date. 

mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org


 

 

ATTENTION THRIVENT FINANCIAL MEMBERS. The Thrivent  
“Action Teams” program is an opportunity for Thrivent members to lead projects 
that provide service and outreach to the community. Thrivent Financial will 
provide funds of $250 for each project to get started and pay for associated 
expenses. You may request two grants per year. Swamp Lutheran has many needs 
that qualify under this program. If you wish to direct your grant request to help 
with Swamp Lutheran’s activities, please reach out to Lori Gockley who will 
assist you with the process. Email: lgockley2@gmail.com or call 717-203-8551 
 

 Gently Used Sneakers Needed.  Cub Pack 95 is collecting sneakers 
as a fundraiser.  Used sneakers (pairs only; athletic shoes only) may 
be deposited in the bins located in the Narthex and the social hall 
lobby. The Cubs are not able to accept any non-athletic footwear 

including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain boots, sandals, slip-ons, water 
socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be addressed to 
Cubmaster Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com  
 
 
 

ACTION FUND – Donations are sought for Swamp Action Fund to help the 
needy in our community.  Write “Action Fund” in the comment line of your check 
payable to Swamp Lutheran Church.  
 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PERSONAL CARE KIT PROJECT 
We are currently accepting donations for the LWR Personal Care Kit Project.  We 
will be collecting items through the end of April.  Donations may be given to 
Jane Lesher, Denise Null, Connie Taylor and Debbie Carvell.  Questions to 
Debbie at 717-336-5638. 
 

We appreciate everyone following the guidelines below, as Lutheran World 
Relief will not send anything that does not adhere to their specified 
guidelines.  Each kit will contain: 

 One bath-size towel (approximately 52" x 27") dark color recommended. 
 Two bath-size (4 or 5 oz) of soap, in it's original wrapping. 
 One adult-size toothbrush in it's original packaging. 
 One sturdy comb, (wide tooth preferred), remove packaging. 
 One metal nail clipper, remove packaging. 

Wrap all items in the towel and tie with ribbon or yarn.  Please do not add other 
items or leave out any of the items listed. If you don't feel comfortable 
wrapping an entire kit, we will accept donations of any of the items, and 

mailto:lgockley2@gmail.com
mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com


 

 

gladly assemble the kits!  Hint:  Last year we bought these exact towels at Big 
Lots for $4.00 each!   
As always, thank you for making this project a success! 
 

 
Week in the Parish (April 22 -  28) 

April 22          7:00PM  Bell Choir 

April 23 6:00PM  Zoom Bible Study 

April 24           7:00PM                       Choir 

April 25 11:30AM   Widows & Widowers Luncheon at Udder Choice 

April 28      8:00AM & 9:00AM Worship 

  10:15AM  Sunday School 
   

                                      UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

May 9   7:00PM  Ascension Day Service 
May 11                        2:00PM                       Handbell Concert-Reinholds Chapel 
May 19                    11:00AM  Spring Fest 
July 26                         2:30PM                       Philadelphia Phillies Bus Trip 

     

                     DAILY READINGS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 

Monday April 15                 Psalm 95 1 Samuel 16:1-13 1 Peter 5:1-5 
Tuesday April 16                 Psalm 95 1 Chronicles 11:1-9 Revelation 7:13-17 
Wednesday April 17            Psalm 95 Micah 7:8-20 Mark 14:26-31 
Thursday April 18               Psalm 22:25-31 Amos 8:1-7 Acts 8:1b-8  
Friday April 19                   Psalm 22:25-31 Amos 8:11-13 Acts 8:9-25 
Saturday April 20                Psalm 22:25-31 Amos 9:7-15 Mark 4:30-32 

 
 

UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter  Acts 8:26-40 Psalm 22:25-31 1 John 4:7-21 John 15:1-8 



 

 

 
       The Project 

The Service Committee would like to sponsor the following local service 
opportunity over the summer. This is being organized by Love Inc. 

 

How does The Project work? 
It all begins when churches want to do a “missions trip” in their 

community. Talented and handy people are willing to serve neighbors who cannot 
afford repairs and are experiencing financial hardships due to fixed income 
constraints.  

A church gathers those who are good with simple carpentry, electric, 
plumbing, painting, outdoor yard work, or cleaning (just to name a few). This 
Summer, as suits your church team’s schedule, Christ-followers go build 
relationships and help their neighbors. Whether individuals have a knack for 
being handy or just a heart to serve, your church family can make a kingdom 
impact with the gifts God has given you! 
       If you are interested in helping with this new service project, please let a 
committee member know or Jodi Showalter, Chair, at 717-413-7149. 
 

 
 

 

Geraniums. Orders are being taken for red geraniums for Pentecost, Sunday May 19th, 
2024. Price is not yet known and the deadline for ordering is Sunday April 21st. Please 
give the following information to the church office or to Jodi Showalter (717) 413-7149. 

Name___________________________ Phone Number__________________ 

Red Geraniums___________________ 

In memory of____________________________________________________ 

In honor of ______________________________________________________ 



 

 

CHACE SMITH EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 

Your help is Needed! Lifetime Swamp member Chace Smith is pursuing his 
Eagle Scout award as a Scout with BSA Reamstown Troop 60. To accomplish 
this goal, an Eagle project benefiting a local nonprofit is required. Chace thought 
of his church. Consequently, the Church Council has approved Chace’s proposal 

to build six 8-foot picnic tables and four 4-foot benches 
placed near the ball field to replace those in disrepair there 
now.                        Chace will lead a team of Scouts, 
friends, and family to complete this project that will 
improve the area, providing tables for church events such 
as picnics or youth activities, as well as giving families and 

spectators of baseball games a place to safely sit and relax while watching the 
games. Chace expects to begin the project soon. Although he has asked area 
businesses to donate supplies, Chace needs monetary support to help cover the 
estimated cost of $3,000. Monetary donations can be given to Swamp 
Lutheran Church, memo: C. Smith Eagle Project. Let’s all pitch in to help 
Chace help us. 

 
 

  
Luthercare’s 75th Anniversary  
Clay Classic 
May 24 | 8:30AM-2PM 
Central Penn Sporting Clays, Wellsville, PA 
Register: https://www.luthercare.org/clay-classic/  

 

https://www.luthercare.org/clay-classic/


 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SANCTUARY SOUND SYSTEM UPGRADE 

  
LIFT UP YOUR VOICES PLEDGE 
We continue to stretch towards our goal of $20,000. 
Pledge Cards are available at each entrance to the 
Sanctuary.  A one-time gift or a weekly, monthly, 
quarterly pledge is welcome.  Feel free to call or email the 
office if you want a pledge card mailed to you. 
  
  
Give via QR code now 
 
  

 
 

LIVESTREAM TECHNICIAN 
  

We need volunteers to learn and share in the livestreaming 
and sound control for Sunday worship. We need additional 
helpers so that we can create a rotation schedule. If interested 
or to learn more, contact Pastor Scott.  

 
 

2024 CLUSTER LENTEN SERVICES – 7PM 
 

Date Location Preacher 

Thurs. May 9 
Ascension Day 

Swamp, Reinholds Rev. Tim Craven 

 
 

 

PACK 95 is looking for more Cubs and a Cubmaster and Treasurer. To learn 
more, talk to Pastor Scott or Cubmaster Travis Leed: 717-381-1608 or email at 
pack95reinholds@gmail.com 

mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 
April 21, 2024 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Always Room for One More 

When Jesus says “I am” in the Gospel of John, he unlocks a new perspective on 
his love. In today’s reading, when Jesus declares, “I am the good shepherd,” we 
can imagine our Lord caring for us and guiding us. We picture ourselves as his 
sheep. It’s reassuring to hear that we aren’t alone to navigate the dangers and 
challenges of this world. We have a loving shepherd who is looking out for us. 

Jesus loves us so much that he goes above and beyond the shepherd’s role as a 
caretaker. He gives up his own life so our sins can be forgiven and we can receive 
eternal life. That’s what being a good shepherd means—having such a close 
relationship with the sheep that the shepherd will stop at nothing to protect them. 
The shepherd will lay down his own life so his sheep can have life. 

When we hear Jesus’ promise to be our good shepherd, we must not miss his 
commitment to gather up the sheep that aren’t yet part of his flock. They, too, will 
listen to Jesus’ voice. Responding to his loving call, they will become part of the 
one flock that follows Jesus as their good shepherd, their Savior, and their Lord. 
No matter how many sheep are already jostling for space, there is always room 
for one more. Just like there is always room at our holy communion table for one 
more person to eat the bread, drink the wine, and receive the gifts of God’s mercy 
and grace. We can always squeeze closer to the sheep around us to let one or 
more sheep enter Jesus’ flock, thankful that the flock is growing and that we get 
to listen to the loving voice of our good shepherd, together. 

              
 
 
 



 

 

Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church 
717-336-2849 

www.swamplutheran.org 
secretary@swamplutheran.org 

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30AM – 12:00 noon 
 

The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 
Cell: 717-598-4663 Email: pastor@swamplutheran.org 

 
 Terri Renninger, Church Secretary – 717-336-2849 

Jonathan Gyorke, Sexton – 717-435-3091 
Sue Kreitz, Organist/Choir Director – 717-336-3272 

Grady Daub, Assistant Organist – 717-917-2430 
Doug Kulp, Bell Choir Director – 717-336-7798 
Lori Gockley, Council President – 717-733-1095 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:00AM & 9:00AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:15AM 
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