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               Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on
Pentecost. Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the
wideness of God’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of
different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his
disciples that they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit
reveals the truth. We celebrate that we too have been visited with this same Spirit.
Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to share the
fullness of Christ’s love with the world. (Introduction to Pentecost Sunday from
Sundays and Seasons.)
              On May 19, we celebrate Pentecost Sunday with four students who will
affirm their baptisms in the Rite of Confirmation. For these young people, it is the
beginning of a new phase of relationship with Christ and the Church. 
              Looking ahead, on June 2, we begin our new worship format with one
service at 8:30 am. A blend of the 8 and 9 am formats, for most, it will look very
similar to our usual summer worship. You will notice less formality too. 
              In the fall, with the return of the choir, you will notice their contributions to
worship along with the introduction of Children’s Church (a special educational
program for children during the readings and sermon time). Overall, the goal is for
us to remain faithful in our worship yet changing to meet the evolving needs of the
congregation. 
              Nevertheless, it is change, and we will need time for us to acclimate. An
evaluation committee will be formed to solicit your feedback. So, I invite you all to
engage with worship and provide feedback as we evaluate the changes in the
coming months. 
               In this season of Pentecost, let us all be empowered by the Holy Spirit as
we learn to worship God and serve our neighbor in new and faithful ways. 
                                                                                   In Christ,



Notes from the
Pastor

Please call the church office at 717-336-2849 when:
You are in the hospital or prior to going to the hospital (or have a
relative call for you.) In an emergency, call Pastor Brubaker at 717-598-
4663.
You are confined to your home for an extended period of time
because of illness or accident.
You are going to a rehab center or a nursing home.
There is a change in your family status (birth, death, marriage, or
divorce).
You move to a home, move out of the area, or go away to college or
graduate school. Important for keeping data base current.
You schedule a meeting or an event of a group or committee. To be
open and communicative with everyone, we would like to include all
scheduling on the Church Calender and in the Weekly Bulletin.

Prayer Requests
Katie Houck

Hunter Leisey
Susan Levan
Clair Sweigart

Michael Wargo
Jan Lorah
Jean Wolf

John Frantz
Ray Fox

Honey Notobartolo
Sandy Clemens
Amber Weaver
Judy Habecker

Ed Miller
Nettie Kriener
Grace Ranck
Reba Ranck
Faith Moyer
Gene Miller

John Wesner
Kelly Martin
John Elser

Edie Snyder
Michael A. Crowther

Bob Shank
Jerry Landis

David Metzger
 

Shirley Achey
Karen Klingensmith
Marilyn Gelsinger

Doreen McGonnell
Bobby Hershey
Anna Hershey

Anna Habecker
J.J. Johnson

Charles Moyer
Sharon Levan
Lucillle Lorah

Robert Bachman
Earl Myers
Joan Long

Anna Rose Schannauer
 

Faith isn’t hoping God can
It is knowing that God will



May Birthdays

Clyde Showalter
Mary Ann Weitzel

Michael A. Crowther
Clarice Haws

Charles Moyer
Anna Adams

 

Nursing Home
R E S I D E N T S 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Please let us know if you
have a change of
address, email or 
phone number. 

secretary@swamplutheran.org

JOAN LONG     5/5                                             
SHAWN’S PARK
24493 WHITE STREET  
MILLSBORO, DE 19966

RANDY KRATER  5/8
135 COCALICO ROAD
ROBESONIA PA 19551

SHERRILYN ARTZ    5/15
PO BOX 53
390 BLUE LAKE ROAD
REINHOLDS, PA 17569

CARL FRANCK    5/16
8 EDIE DRIVE
DENVER, PA 17517

 KATHRYN MILLER  5/17
80 W. MILLPORT RD
LITITZ PA 17543

DIANNE CRILLS   5/28
137 MEADOW VALLEY
ROAD
LOT #50
EPHRATA, PA 17522
 
EVAN FRANTZ    5/28
130 S. FORT ZELLER ROAD
NEWMANSTOWN, PA
17073

LINDA KOPP SAUER  5/28
31 PARK STREET
STEVENS PA 17578

 

GRADY DAUB                             01                                                                
ANJA FERRY                              02
CASEY COBLE                           03
ANNA ADAMS                            03
JEN WEITZEL                             03
JOAN LONG                                05
ERIC ARTZ                                  08
LAURA RAPP                              08
KEITH KITTLER                          08
TAYLOR MCCAFFERT             10
STEVE KAUFFMAN                   11
JASA LORAH                              11
JESSICA MILLER                       11
TAYLOR HIGGINS                     14

 

CARL FRANCK                                   16
KATHRYN MILLER                             17
EMILY SHOWALTER                         18
JESS ZOOK                                         18
DENISE NULL                                     19
RAY WEITZEL                                     19
ADDISON MCQUATE                        22
JON KOON                                          23
CARTER SHOWALTER                    24
KIERSTEN SHOWALTER                 24
RANDY LEISEY                                   26
DENNIS TROUTMAN                        27
ABBEY RINEER                                  28
EVAN FRANTZ                                    28
LINDA KOPP SAUER                         28
CONNOR SHOWALTER                   30

Happy Birthday to all born in May!

Please advise the office if this is the magic year that you turn 70! Just give Terri a call at
717-336-2849 or email her at secretary@swamplutheran.org



OFFICERS of COUNCIL

Lori Gockley, President,
 

David Sauder, Vice President
, 

 Danielle Kauffman, Secretary

Deb Kohl, Financial Secretary

Guy Templin, Co-Treasurer

Sue Knauer, Co-Treasurer
 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL LIAISONS

Danielle Kauffman —
Communication

Sue Ellen Knauer — Constitution;          
Service; Personnel

Lee Showalter — Disaster
Response

Guy Templin — Finance;
Worship

Deb Sweigert — Love, Inc.

Randy Krater — Property

Pam Leisey — Learning

TBD—Safety & Security

Pastor Scott Brubaker — Scouts

Denise Kidwell — Kitchen Krew

Fritz Fichtner — Generosity

Jen Weitzel - Welcome

Alan Worley –Youth Ministry
 

Holy Baptism
March 31, 2024

Landon Sauder, son of
Lindsey and Lauren Sauder

Holy Baptism
March 31, 2024

Jace and Makenna Blatt, 
children of

 Karen and Justin Blatt

First Communion
April 14, 2024

L-R:  Ryelee Martin, Kenzie Stopper,
Maeve Van Zant, and Makenna Blatt

Swamp’s Young Disciples
Experiencing Sacramental Living



Church Council Highlights
April 17,  2024

Next Council Meeting
May 15th 2024

7PM

Your Council met Wednesday April 17, 2024. Highlights include:

     Love, Inc: Their annual Strawberry Festival fund raiser will be held May 23-26 (Memorial Day weekend)
at the Adamstown Community Days in Adamstown Park.

      Service: Next Community meal is Ascension Day, May 9th.
                                 - If you would like to help, see John Frantz or myself.

                              - We will be doing the Summer Lunch program this year. Meals will be provided twice a
week for 160 kids. Contact Denise Kidwell to help.

      Kitchen Krew: 31 families with a total of 96 folks were given food from our food bank.
                                  - Holy week and Easter breakfasts served 93 folks.
                                  -  Ninety six folks were served breakfast after the Choralaires.

      Welcome: Spring Fest will be held Sunday, May 19 starting at 11:00am. 
                           A band and free food will be available.
                            - Widow/Widowers group. 
                                  - April 25: Pastor Trout talking about cane making at Udder Choice at 11:30am.
                                  - May 3: Reading Museum for artist talk.
                                  - June dinner at the Penguin.

      Scouts: They are looking for more young folks to join the pack.

     Youth Ministry:   - March 22-23--Flashlight Egg Hunt and sleepover had 7 kids and 5 adults.
                                       - April 21—Making First Responder Baskets.

                                 - They are continuing to raise funds for the Youth Gathering with coffee sales and
Lenten Pick 6

      Worship Committee: Upcoming Dates:
                                             - May 9—Ascension Day.
                                             - May 19—Pentecost 8:30am service. Last day of Sunday School.
                                             - May 26—Holy Trinity Sunday again at 8:30am.
                                             - June 2 starts the summer schedule at 8:30am.

     
    



          Learning: March 30—Egg Hunt had 40 children with over 100 folks in attendance.
                                                 - May 19—One service at 8:30.
                                                 - 4 youth will be Confirmed.

            - July 7-11—Vacation Bible School: The Great Jungle Journey.
                                    - They are looking for Sunday School teachers for the 2024-25 school year. 

Contact Connie Malafarina if interested in teaching.

Syrian Family Update: The children will be changing schools in the fall due to living in Lancaster city.

        Other items discussed: The Pick Six program raised a total of $7,959.12 so far. 
You can still send in your donation. We thank you for your participation.

                                                   - The pictorial directory will be done later this year.
                                                   - We will be bringing back the special offering

 the last Sunday of the month starting in April.
  - The internal financial review for 2023 was completed.

                     - Randy Krater has stepped up to be the new Property chairman. 
We thank Steve Kauffman for his service.

· Save the date: July 26—Phillies bus trip. Details to follow.

                Speaking of the Phillies, they are starting the season on a positive note. Currently 13-8
Let’s go PHILS!

Have you updated your will and remembered the
ministry of Christ at Swamp Lutheran?

Swamp Lutheran Church can be named a beneficiary in
your will and/or in your life insurance policy.

Give a gift that celebrates your life and
commitment to Christ!



Giving is an act of worship. Whenever we decide to honor God through our giving, we
acknowledge His ownership of our resources. Proverbs 3:9 says “Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with the firstfruits of all your crops”. This helps boost our confidence in Him, knowing that He is in
control of everything.
Giving encourages our trust in God. Our giving not only acknowledges the lordship of God over
our resources. It also increases our faith in Him. The condition of the heart is in such a way that it is
always in despair. Giving helps us to break free of fear concerning our resources and to solely look to
God for provision. Malachi 3:10– “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in
my house. Test me in this says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of
heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.”
Giving frees us from the love of money.   1 Timothy 6:17 says “Command those who are rich in
this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put
their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment”. The Bible constantly
warns us about the love of money. One effective way of releasing ourselves from the bondage and
lust of the love of money is by giving. As good stewards of God, we are to take control of money not
vice versa.
Giving advances the Kingdom of God. This should be the heartbeat of giving for every Christian.
Our giving is a form of partnership with God with respect to the gospel. When we sponsor the gospel
of Christ, we are fulfilling the will of God concerning His kingdom. Financial resources are important
tools in advancing God’s kingdom. Through financial sponsorship, the church is better able to
proclaim the gospel in different locations, set up buildings, help the needy, poor, orphans and widows.
This really makes God happy. 
Giving opens doors of blessing and opportunities to express God’s love. As said by Paul the
Apostle in Acts 20:35, “In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help
the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive’”. Giving not only proves our love for the Lord. It is also a sure way to have God’s blessings
flowing in and through our lives. God promises to honor His Word and there are a number of
scriptures which show that the Lord will take care of us. One such is Philippians 4:19.

Source: Love Economy Church ©2022

Why should I give to God’s Church?

Generosity Minute

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Prov%203.9
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Mal%203.10
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Tim%206.17
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%2020.35


Exciting
UPCOMING

EVENTS

May 11   7:00PM   Handbell Concert- Reinholds Chapel
May 19   11:00AM    Spring Fest

     May 9    7:00PM    Ascension Day Service

    May 5   5:00-8:00PM   SLY Mini-Golf

May 27       Office Closed    Memorial Day

June 16-21   Confirmation Camp at Camp Kirchenwald

Homes of Hope Fundraiser- 
Strawberry  Shortcake Stand. 
Adamstown Community Days

May 23-26

July 7-11     6:30-8:30 PM    Reinholds Community VBS

July 26   Phillies Bus Trip

Gently Used Sneakers Needed. Cub Pack 95 is collecting sneakers as a fundraiser. Used sneakers
(pairs only; athletic shoes only) may be deposited in the bins located in the Narthex and the social hall
lobby. The sneakers will be purchased from the Cubs by an organization that resells or recycles them,

saving landfill space and natural resources while helping the Scouts raise money to fund their activities.
The Cubs are not able to accept any non-athletic footwear including but not limited to dress shoes, heels,

rain boots, sandals, slip-ons, water socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be
addressed to Cubmaster Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com 

The church needs your help as a volunteer. From time to time members of the church need assistance in
getting somewhere or even to get to church. It is not often but when the need arises we would appreciate

having some folks who are willing to drive if available. Please call Terri at the office to identify yourself as a
willing volunteer driver. God needs our hands and feet to assist those in our church family.

 

Luthercare’s 75th Anniversary 
Clay Classic
May 24 | 8:30AM-2PM
Central Penn Sporting Clays, Wellsville, PA
Register:
https://www.luthercare.org/clay-classic/ 
 

https://www.luthercare.org/clay-classic/


The Project
 The Service Committee would like to sponsor the following local service opportunity over the summer. This is

being organized by Love Inc.
 

How does The Project work?
 It all begins when churches want to do a “missions trip” in their community. Talented and handy people are
willing to serve neighbors who cannot afford repairs and are experiencing financial hardships due to fixed

income constraints. 
 A church gathers those who are good with simple carpentry, electric, plumbing, painting, outdoor yard work,

or cleaning (just to name a few). This Summer, as suits your church team’s schedule, Christ-followers go
build relationships and help their neighbors. Whether individuals have a knack for being handy or just a heart

to serve, your church family can make a kingdom impact with the gifts God has given you!
          If you are interested in helping with this new service project, please let a committee member know or

Jodi Showalter, Chair, at 717-413-7149.



Knitters and Crocheters Needed
Thank you for changing your focus back

to making Prayer Shawls. 
Your donations can be left in the library.
Thank you to all who continue to work

on this outreach.
 

 Lutheran Camping Night
 

 Friday, May 17th @ 7:00pm EDT 
 Harrisburg Senators vs 
 Erie SeaWolves

 
 

Handbell Practice Schedule Reminder

Mon. May 6
Mon. May 13 Play Sunday, May 19

The Lutheran Camping Corporation and the 
Harrisburg Senators Baseball Team invite your 
church family to a night of fun and fellowship at 
FNB Field on Harrisburg’s City Island for our annual 
Lutheran Camping Night!
A portion of each Advance Sale Ticket will benefit the
Lutheran Camping Corporation’s Campership Fund.
Get your tickets here: 
https://fevo-enterprise.com/event/Lutherancamping24

 Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need
replenished monthly. There is an urgent need for 

paper towels, toilet paper and there is always a need
for canned vegetables (except corn) canned fruit,

canned soup, pasta and rice. Thank you for helping as
you are able. We distribute on the 2nd Wednesday

each month. Please check for a current expiration date.

Save the Dates:
Reinholds Community VBS:
 July 7-11, 2024
Reinholds Carnival Grounds from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm.
 

Lutheran Disaster Response shares God's
hope, healing and renewal with people whose
lives have been disrupted by disasters in the

United States and around the world. When the
dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to
provide ongoing assistance to those in need  You

may support these efforts by writing a check to
Swamp Lutheran with the memo marked Disaster
Response. The church will then send one check

to Lutheran Disaster who in turn will donate 100%
of the donation to assist those impacted.

Thank You as You Continue to Give Generously!! 
 

Homes of Hope Fundraiser
Strawberry Shortcake Stand

May 23-26 at Adamstown Community Days

Food Pantry

Thank y ou a l l f o r  th e b e aut i f u l
f l ow e r s  f o r  Sec r e t a r i e s  Day!

You al l ha v e b e en v e r y g rac i ou s ,
n o t t o ment i o n pa t i e n t dur i ng my

l e a rn i ng cu r v e .
 I lo ok f o rwa rd t o g r ow i ng a l ong s id e 

th e Church ! 
Sinc e r e l y ,  T e r r i  Renn inge r

https://fevo-enterprise.com/event/Lutherancamping24


Recruiting: If anyone can help us recruit kids to join the pack we are open to ideas. 
  We have 3 kids on the roster and a minimum of 5 is required to continue the pack

 for 2024/25 scout year. Adult Volunteers are always needed.
We need a Cubmaster and a Treasurer too. The challenges are many and

 we will appreciate any help.
Questions may be addressed to Cubmaster Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or
 committee chair Tyler@717-740-3674. Email pack95reinholds@gmail.com 

A 2024 flower calendar is in the Narthex. Costs remain at $40.00 for flowers and $5.00 for the candle.
Year to year altar orders are placed on the calendar but we have many open Sundays for flowers and

the candle. 
Sue Kreitz, 717-283-9444 or John Frantz, 717-606-8994 will be your new contact for these orders. They
will keep track of the calendar sign-ups or you can just call them. Thank you for your continued support

of this ministry.



Copyright © 2021 SundaySchoolZone.com. All Rights Reserved. Free to duplicate for church or home use. Visit http://SundaySchoolZone.com

ANDREW

BOAT

CATCH

DISCIPLE JESUS

FISHERMAN MIRACLE

GOD NETS

PETER

ROCK

SIMON

TEACHING

WATER

K G M O H L  M B O A T  O P L  G I  D
W A T  E  R E  N C O G V R A C T  B I
Q S  M A F  T  E  A C H I  N G K U Q T
H O P C A F  E  B O P R O C K D Q L
A A U G N M T L  H R I  L  E  R V  N O
D E M N F  Q S  R N H N E  D S  G S  E
N S C P  A P  E  T  E  R E  T  T  P  I  I  K  D
R G K U D E  M S F  M P T  J  E  S  U S
F G W D W O L  F  M P S  L  T  U A F  U
O N E I  Q S  F  I  S  H E  R M A N

Word Search for 
Peter Recognized Jesus

Find the words on the list that are hidden in the puzzle. The words 
can be left to right, up and down, or diagonally.

http://www.k12reader.com/
http://www.k12reader.com/


Strengthening the Church,
One Camper at a Time 

Recent studies have shown that individuals
who experience church camping as children
and youth are more likely to stay involved in
faith communities as adults.

•  Church camp experience offers 
opportunities to live a faithful life in a 
non-threatening environment.
• Campers practice living as Jesus intends 
us to live in a community of people 
striving to do the same.

• Campers have opportunities to practice times of quiet, individual devotion, as well 
as active, participatory worship.
• Campers are given a safe space to discuss faith topics with peers and mentors.
• Campers are given opportunities for worship leadership and participation.
• Campers learn how to be faithful Christian disciples, eager to proclaim the Gospel 
and serve others.
All of this faith formation takes place within the setting of an outdoor community that 
seeks to build character, foster independence, encourage good relationships, and teach 
life skills...benefits that campers will carry for the rest of their lives. Congregations, in 
turn, will grow and flourish with members who are eager to lead and serve.
Since 1929, the Lutheran Camping Corporation has provided a Christ-centered ministry 
for people in all stages of life. LCC is in partnership and cooperation with congregations 
of the Lower Susquehanna Synod for the proclamation of the Gospel. 

The camps of LCC provide unique and effective settings and experiences where the 
Gospel is shared, and faith is nurtured in the lives of children, adults and families. LCC’s 
programs serve as an extension of congregational ministry, and participants of all ages 
return to their homes and families renewed and strengthened for Christian living.

Why?

Register Now for Summer Camp at
LutheranCamping.org

The Lutheran Camping Corporation of
Central Pennsylvania
Kirchenwald, Nawakwa, & The Wittel
Farm LutheranCamping.org

Insert #4

LWR SCHOOL KITS
 - Last year, Swamp assembled and delivered 120 school kits to the LWR
pick-up site. Many thanks to all who donated supplies and helped us reach
this goal! This year we're aiming for a match or more! 
We are presently accepting donations of items for this year's Lutheran
World Relief School Kit Project through the end of September. Please help
make this year's project a success. Donations may be given to Jane
Lesher, Denise Null and Connie Taylor. 
Questions to Debbie Carvell 717-336-5638.
Items most needed: notebooks, pencils, erasers.
Items not needed:  No backpacks (thanks to Jane).
We appreciate everyone following the guidelines listed below, as Lutheran
World Relief will not send anything that doesn't adhere to these guidelines.
Each backpack will contain:

70-80 sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper approximately
8"x10 1/2" - 4 per backpack
30-centimeter ruler or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches
on the other side - 1 per backpack
Pencil sharpener - 1 per backpack
Blunt scissors (safety scissors). (They must say this on the packaging)
- 1 per backpack
Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers - 5 per backpack
Black or blue ink pens - 5 per backpack
Packs of 16 or 24 crayons - 1 per backpack
2 1/2" erasers - 1 per backpack








