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unspoilt English coun-
tr[\;lslde I have in my
mind’s eye that part of
North Wiltshire intersected by
the Roman road, the Fosse Way.
The anclent trees either side of
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the Fosse are full of bats and
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and even familles, have split over
the issue. Landowners who have
committed to the scheme have
become pariahs and it may be
= several generations before anyone

R speaks to them egain
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be in this position If succes-
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the courage Lo renew nuclear
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pass by.
These trees give the landseape o 0
parkland feeling, a savannah landscape
stretehing back into pre-history, though
since the Enclosure Acts of the 18(h -
and 19th centuries got rid of cammon
land it has been a patchwork of small
fields bordered by thick hedges.
There are small family farms here,
mostly with a rich mosalic of pasture - » ¢ z
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And in the deep ditches and ponds, ; : / >
ducks nest every spring and cuckoos
can still be heard calling in the willows.
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Blot on the landscape: Fosse
Farm (above, far left) and an
artist’s Impression of the

A solar farm of more than three square miles in

2,000 acres of glorious countryside in
North Wiltshire cu!{.\gn.l land

de. Here, a writer whose wife gra

the Wiltshire countrysi

solar farm, Left, protesters

agalnst the proposed plan

sucked up money — 50 most of

ND there s scope to cover
the sides of rallways and
motorways with panels.
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the income may end up overseas,

The company has been widely
accused of piling up debt at Thames
Water, which it owned from 2006 to
2017, contributing to the problems

m
into a dystoplan vision of steel
: 2 The warehousinﬁ sector alone

could deliver the entire UK
requirement for 2030 forecast by
the National Grid's Future Energy
Scenarios (FES) which represent

up in the farmhouse (above) it will engulf says the proje
gvill sacrifice a slice of paradise to thegod of Net Zero,,

Unless local residents can stap
Lime Down Solar Park will s“‘:g:
landscape In a triangle between the
market towns of Malmesbury, Tetbury

and Chippenham. 1
ml\ n_“ every homeowner's worst mv;mxvgm;;;?\?pqu?ﬂlcﬂ marks  credible wsyswo;l decarbonising
up to discover that overthe environmental credentials ~ °}f O0 ;’Huffsswe ‘what remains of

of solar parks, it should be a cause

for deep concern that Macquarie our precious countryside and safe-

mare. Waking

the idyllic countryside surrounding

Euard our food security. Yet just
0

your famlily’s beloved home is

earmarked for a national infrastructure am
roject. Meani| is involved in my opinion. i d from ‘Lime Down’
proj ng that your property ‘The mﬁyﬁﬁ:s Gray, who ls T e st warenouse develop-

ment at Junction 17 of the M4 with
not a solar panel in sight.
The countryside is, In fact, easily
able to play its part in replacing
fossil fuels without destroying
itself. Wiltshire is a dairying county
and the dairy industry has been
innovative in developing ‘poo
ower’ — energy generated by
Euming the biogas from slurry to
produce electricity.

T
It {s almost invis-
ible — a couple of
shipping contain-
ers in the corner of
a farmyard — and
has far less smell
than there is if the
slurry is spread
back on the land
without having the
- biogas burnt off it.
Arla, the largest

dairy processor
estimates that with more than

may ediately be worth s much as
50 per cent less — HKUU can sellit at all
— and could be blighted for years, even
if the development doesn't ultimately
go ahead, as with parts of HS2
Al least, if you are going to have
motarway or high-speed rallway within
yards of your front door you may have
Yyour house compulsorily purchased

J:X
ol * for inflicting the
mtggwnpl:sn on his constitu-
ency and beﬂeves a British com-
pany would deal with the local
community more sensitively.

Mr Gray will clearly be vocal in
his opposition. And this will no
doub %e taken into account by
the Secretary of State. But he has
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Grade 4 and below, But it s still

UT that doesn't seem to be the
;‘;i!i with a b;:'rowlng number of
solar ‘parks’ schedul
to be bu)llmver mf country. e

If you are wondering where Lime
Down is, then don't bother looking on
amap of Wiltshire. The name seems to
have been mriju.red up in some focus
€roup so that it can be as anonymous
and inoffensive as possible.

But it will dominate the picturesque
villages of Hullavington, Norton,
Sherston, Rodbourne. Alderton
and Grittleton whose history goes

back to the Domesday Book and windaw, glving prospectlve buers anywhere in the world s likely to  which to Incubate and raise their applications for large-scale solar |

beyond. While there is no law ] 8 taste of what Joyilic rural e better than mossldndiglobally, be replaced by chopping oan broods successfidly. Fields full of farms like Lime Down, which can _Said that he would not resign the 1.2million tonnes of cow slurry

against calling an industrial | / y amle ac e mlghll be like. That won't be ool E%’“?”g cta“g_raw cereals or rainforests or ploughrn%up other solar panels provide perches forthe  bypass local democracy. ‘Tory whip over the issue and will . in the UK each year from

Somplex gg}l-;l seemsa rather p%ﬁ‘;:a;?ﬂgﬁsm the locality, ot bt ey %';dwlk;':;g; g;‘ virgin habitats somewhere Else. crows and wlrlould spell disaster for A&d “i up date% ébs energy ?ﬁ’l‘ ﬁimm Lee 0 52240 farms alone, the farmer-

" q g That never enters the calculation. hares as wel f t icy statements b & i -

and a half square miles of 14fL- but they won't find it easy to acre or 5,000 litres of milk per acre Lime Down would also be threatened bird so;gleeg I;Jaul-'rnlg\?v% ?:nu?ur;yatn%?,ateythat the develop- Hlfn’s:fsiszgésajss a?.lmt:h: ‘g‘:’tny g::nee:uaghom?;lgge%m& %eoraserr
politic -

high solar panels surrounded b attract holidaymakers. The peryear could be expected. terrible for wildlife. The develop- would find their hunting grounds ment of low-carbon infrastruc- ey oy sl A e
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seeurity fencing and floodlights.”  SUPer-city linking Swindon to by glass ‘vanity mirrors’. Their impact on tourism in the local ! bruc- & { behind 4P
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The developmans [eiax either  People outside Wiltshire cant ~ coordinate an action group of ~hospitality, may be significant. HAT'S 12 million extra loaves taoiseach Bertie Aher, claimthat  probably lead a local councll to ~ that the Secretary of State ‘should  Starmer-led government would be  80T0SS the entire UK Saly b
ower. compilex aill c;s vagl A UL appen in  outraged residents. And the agricultural jobs that of bread or ten million extra there will be biodiversity net gain. Fhrow out the application. And generally grant consent to low- even more determined to push M gur:-ﬂe the situation for local
Em'astrumure o nee extlra hap gumon L ryside,itcould  Their house is on the edge of an  will disappear will not be replaced litres of milk that would have Their website shows photographs  Wiltshire Council could do sowith _earbon infrastructure’. through Net Zero policies. eanw! de the stiation
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The whole political class appears
to be ranged against the rural
community of North Wiltshire and
their votes have nowhere to go on
this issue excegt to fringe parties
who have no hope of forming a
government. So there is little
political pressure on the Secretary
of State to turn it down.

Many local residents are furious
that landowners have been e
secretly in negotiation with Island  In An Urban Age. The fec for this
Green and there are accusations article is being donated to the
of greed. On several estates, the campaign (stoplimedown.com).

AL Lhis point I should declare an
interest. Ground zero of the
planned project is Fosse Farm, a
farmhouse beside the Fosse Way
where wife grew up, The fields
I have described are where we
taught our children to fly kites and
walked many long-dead doy

conservative Government has sig-
nalled a green light to globalist
speculators who are eyeing up
England’s green and pleasant land
as ripe for solar development,
mostly with panels manufactured
in China.

The finance behind Lime Down
is being provided by Macquarie
Bank, an Australian company
dubbed the Vampire Kangaroo —
an Antipodean adaptation of the
‘vampire squid' label applied to
Goldman Sachs for the way it

and currently you can’'t see installation, which is largely
another human habitation in any maintenance free.
direction from Fosse Farm, just  Worse, the impact on food
Lrees and hedges changing colour })rcduction will affect us all. The
with the seasons as far gs the eye farmland being threatened with
solar panels s classified as Grade
3B, s0 not the best in the country.
Solar development is not
allowed on Grade 1-3A land,
which means it just creeps into
the criteria, and only because
former environment secretary
George Eustice ruled that it could
— previously it was to have been

already makes a huge contribu-
tion to renewable energy. Of the
ten largest solar parks in England,
eight are in Wiltshire. The coun-
cil's 2030 carbon neutral target for
solar renewables is 590MW, which
has already been exceeded.

But so desperate is the Govern-
ment to meet its international
commitment to Net Zero, agreed
by Theresa May, that it has ruled
that the Secretary of State for
Energy Security and Net Zero,
Claire Coutinho, will decide

support from local celebrity
Christine Hamilton, self-declared
‘battleaxe’, alongside my mother-
in-law, another formidable battle-
axe. The Lime Down developers
may have bitten off more than
they can chew.

W JAMIE BLACKETT farms in
Dumfriesshire and is the author
of Red Rag To A Bull, Rural Life

replace what is being grown
those fields, further regde;m o‘\)};
food security in an increas ngly
uncertain world and impacting on
the cost-of-living crisis.

And that drives a eoach and
horses through the Net Zero
carbon ent for solar ‘farms’
on agricultural land. Because in
;gms of global food production
it's a zero sum game.

With demand increasing as the
world's population grows, any
land taken out of production

ing around the panels.

But, while the environmental
impact assessment may be swayed
by commitments to establish
nectar-bearing plants, the overall
effects could be devastating for a
number of endangered species, For
example, swallows and house mar-
tins rely on insect-rich pastures
spattered with cowpats to feed.
Remove the cows and you drasti-
cally reduce their food supply.

And skylarks and other ground
nesting birds need open areas in

electricity over 18 miles to the
substation at Melksham.

It will require dozens of hideous
and highly combustible battery
storage units, and miles and miles
u]! m:d disruption to get the can see,
fhich;éty to Me! and into It is a bitter blow for a family

r = that lost everything in Zimbabwe
, y brother-in-law and wife and had to start again in this

live there now and wife owns  country. My brother-in-law is a
the adjoining cottage, which is Proneny buying agent specialis-
tenanted. They have not slept  Ing in finding homes for people
tj'(mmce finding out from a nelghbour relocating out of London and his

ttheycouldsoonbesurrounded home has acted as his shop

And few doubt that, within the

m-yearlplalruiemed lifespan of Lime

€ drea under panels will

be designated a brownfield site

and even‘ually disappear under

using for ever, making a vast
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