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The proposed 500MW industrial solar 
development on 2000 acres of farmland 
and open countryside will have a huge 
negative impact on the local area over the 
next 25-60 years. 

The panels are 4.5 metres (nearly 15 feet) 
high, that’s over twice the height of an 
average farm hedge.

Many fields surrounding the approach 
roads to Badminton, Westonbirt Arboretum, 
Malmesbury (King Athelstan’s 1100 
anniversary celebrations), Fosse Way Roman 
road, Tetbury and Cotswolds AONB with  
proposed cables down through Biddestone, 
Corsham, Lacock  to Melksham will be 
changed for decades.
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The Lime Down Wiltshire 
Industrial Solar Site will damage 
our precious countryside. 

Register here to be kept informed 
and to find out how you can help.

The effects of this 500MW industrial development will be
extremely destructive to our Community because:

• We could suffer soil erosion, waterway pollution, flooding and a loss of open countryside. 
• The damage to our wildlife and delicate ecosystems is likely to be extensive and potentially

irreversible. 
• The size of the proposed site exceeds 2000 acres, the equivalent of more than 1,250

football pitches. 
• The project will have a lifespan of 30 to 60 years.
• The proposed construction period is 7 ½ months, with up to 48 HGVs accessing the site

daily on narrow country roads.
• The electricity will be connected to the grid in Melksham, with cabling extending across

approximately 29 miles of countryside.
• This proposed development is already impacting local property values.

In the right place, solar is an excellent energy source. This is categorically the wrong 
place for it. The proposed development will be one of the largest solar complexes in the 
UK – 10 times larger than the average site - and will cover vast areas of land including the 
ancient Roman Road, the Fosse Way. 
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The Fosse Way 

Sherston Foxley

Hullavington

Corston

Rodbourne

Register here to be kept 
informed and to find out how 
you can help

Proposed Lime Down Solar sites,  
proposed Battery Energy Storage System 
(BESS) locations, and the three options for 
the cable routes through open countryside 
and farmland. 
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Grittleton BESS

Badminton  
House

C

A
B

E

D

C

Yatton 
Keynell

Biddestone

Corsham

Gastard

Whitley

Lacock

Notton

Kington  
St Michael

Grittleton

BESS

Luckington

Melksham
Shaw

Malmesbury

BESS

Castle CombeM4
18

17

Westonbirt

Sherston

FO
SS

E W
AY

Chippenham

Tetbury

The electricity will be 
connected to the grid in 
Melksham, with cabling 
extending across over 
16 miles of countryside.

SIGN THE UK PETITION  

by 23 May 2024  

petition.parliament.uk/petitions/651262 
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In the right place, solar is an excellent energy source. At over 16 miles from the connection to the grid, this isn’t the most efficient 
location for solar panels. At 500MW, the proposed development will be 10 times larger than the average site and the proposed site 
covers over 2000 acres of farmland and open countryside, including the ancient Roman road, the Fosse Way.
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Areas covered by solar panels

Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)

Luckington 2m
Badminton 3.5m
M4 J18 8m

Westonbirt 2m
Highgrove 4m
Tetbury 5.5m

M4 J17 1m


