Breakfast & Club Members
Meetings - July, 2019

Breakfast
6 - Saturday @ 8AM Site A.
13- Saturday @ 8AM Site A.
20 - Saturday @ 8AM Site B.
27 - Saturday @ 8AM Site A.

Business
20 - Saturday @ 8AM Site B.

Breakfast
Saturdays @ 8AM Site A.

Key:

Site A. - Korner Cafe
921 W. Main St.
Lewisville Texas 75057

Site B. - Lewisville Central Fire
Station Training Room
188 N. Valley Parkway

Association Contact Information:

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 292282
Lewisville, TX. 75029

Email Address:
W5LVC.Club@gmail.com

Check us out:
Facebook: facebook.com/w5lvc/

Minutes for the Monthly Club

and Officer's Meetings may be

viewed on our website w5Ivc.org
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President
Ron Ford, KF50MH (972) 742-7839
rfavcon@verizon.net

Vice President
Roger Carver, AESEZ (817) 966-3412
aebez.radio@gmail.com

Secretary
Ron Swain, KG5VIV (210) 410-2008
Ironswain@gmail.com

Treasurer
Clark Highsmith, K5LGX (Un-listed)
alacrity@bennoah.net

Technical Director
Jim Horton, WB8YWA (972) 523-8467
wb8ywa@aarl.net

Operations Director
Mike Reitz, W5EVT (214) 535-1368
whevt@sbcglobal.net

VEC Coordinator
Steve Kline, W5JK (972) 679-6288
skline4@verizon.net

Youth Education Coordinator
Perry Abernathy. NESET (505-221-3993

desertyachter@gmail.com

Public Information Officer
Mike Weston, KISDLF (469) 781-5803
meweston55@gmail.com

Webmaster—W5LVC.org

Newsletter Editor

Ron Bath, KG5VIS (Un-listed)
Aro.kg5vis@gmail.com

The LARA Newsletter is the official publication of The Lewisville Amateur Radio Association, Inc. You may
reproduce any material contained herein unless otherwise noted, with attribution to original author(s), and
The Lewisville Amateur Radio Association, Inc. Please send us a complimentary copy.

Association membership is open to all persons interested in amateur radio. Join at any meeting, by mail or
on-line through our web site. Annual dues are $25 individual, $30 family.
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Teasurer’s Report for June, 2019
By: Clark Highsmith K5LGX

Greetings members and friends of LARA. The dog days of summer are upon us. | hope that everyone was able to
participate in and enjoy Field Day. | had some personal reservations about the change of venue forced on us by the
closure of Connor Pavilion. However, my fears were completely unfounded. The site was excellent and we were
able to make 171 contacts.

Due to the planning and generosity of club members we were able to keep Field Day expenses to a minimum. We
did have one recurring expense in June, the renewal of our post office box.

| know that summer is busy, but | would encourage you to come out for the July and August meetings as we begin
planning for a busy fall. We have a float to build, and JOTA and a Special Event Station to organize. These events

will go much more smoothly if we all pitch in. | would also like to welcome William C Akos KG5ZAT and his son Billy
Akos KG5ZAP to our club.

Clark Highsmith — K5LGX
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Summer Field Day
By Mike Reitz - W5EVT

L-R Jim Horton - WB8YWA, Mikie Reitz - W5EVT, Ron Ford KF50MH

Once again our club's summer field day was a huge success. We had 3 stations opperating,2-HF,1-
VHF and 1-Digital.

There were 14 members and 7 guest who came out for this years event. Those who could not attend
missed a great time.

We were visited by Lewisville City Councilman Bob Trayer, ARRL Assistant Section Manager
Kenneth Mitchell (KD2KW),

Section Emergency Coordinator Greg Evans (K5GTX) and ARRL West Gulf Director John Stratton
(N5AUS).

There were 174 contacts made. 103 on SSB, 68 on CW and 3 on Digital. Contacts we made in 41
States, Canada,
Puerto Rica and Virgin Islands.

Truly the highlight for this years event was watching Michelle Sanford (KISAHI) operate on HF for the
first time.

With little guidance, she was making calls like a seasoned operator. It was a treat to watch the
expressions on

her face as she would try for contacts. I'm sure it won't be long before Jay has another station in his
home!

Last | would like to thank everyone who came out and helped set up the site for this years event.
Mike W5EVT

(See Event Pictures on Folowing Pages)
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Summer Field Day
By Mike Reitz - W5EVT Page 2 of 14
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Summer Field Day
By Mike Reitz - W5EVT Page 3 of 14

John - West Gulf Division Director with the LARA Gang

Michael - KF5LDJ Denton County EC
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Summer Field Day
By Mike Reitz - W5EVT Page 4 of 14

Perry Abernethy - NESET

(L-R) Mike Reitz - W5EVT, Perry Abernethy - NE5SET, Jim Horton WB8YWA
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Summer Field Day
By Mike Reitz - W5EVT Page 5 of 14

(L-R) Ron Ford KF5SOMH Frank James - KG5ZNG

Frank James - KG5ZNG
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Summer Field Day
By Mike Reitz - WS5EVT Page 6 of 14

Loggin a Contact

(L-R) David Jackson. Jim Horton
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Summer Field Day
By Mike Reitz - W5EVT Page 7 of 14

Field Day Site - Back View

(L-R) Greg K5GTX, Ron Ford, Jim Horton, Mike Reitz
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Summer Field Day
By Mike Reitz - W5EVT Page 8 of 14

(L-R) Jim Horton, Ron Ford, David Jackson

Jim Horton and Guests
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Summer Field Day
By Mike Reitz - W5EVT Page 10 of 14

(L-R) Mike Reitz, Denise, Frank James

(L-R) Frank, Denise, Frank James
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Summer Field Day
By Mike Reitz - W5EVT Page 9 of 14

Jim Horton, David

Mike Reitz and Our Field Day Banner for 2019
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Summer Field Day
By Mike Reitz - W5EVT Page 11 of 14

(L-R) Clark Highsmith, Michelle

The Morning Group
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Summer Field Day
By Mike Reitz - W5EVT Page 12 of 14

(L-R) Perry Abernethy - NESET, Jim Horton - WB8YWA, Jimmy

(L-R) Councilman Troyer, Ron Ford - KF5OMH
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Summer Field Day
By Mike Reitz - W5EVT Page 13 of 14

(L-R) Ron, Denise, Frank

(L-R) Steve Kline - W5JK, Jim Horton - WB8YWA
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Summer Field Day
By Mike Reitz - W5EVT Page 14 of 14

David Jackson - W5YS

(L-R) Perry, David, Denise
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Sending QSL cards viathe ARRL outgoing bureau

By: Clark Highsmith K5LGX

QSL cards have long been an amateur radio tradition. The rise of electronic methods, such as Logbook of the World,
has provided inexpensive and efficient ways to verify QSOs and led many to question the future of QSL cards.
However, the QSL card has not only survived but has gained novelty status. Just think, in a day where personal mail is
becoming nonexistent, what would brighten your day more, receiving a QSL card in the mail or another round of bills
and advertisements?

The key to receiving QSL cards is to send QSL cards. The greatest barrier to sending QSL cards is the cost. It
takes money to print the cards and to purchase envelopes and stamps. Popular stations inundated with requests
cannot afford return postage and typically require an SASE. Thus, the average cost of acquiring a single QSL card
easily exceeds one dollar and can be quite a bit more for DX stations.

One way to cut down on costs is to use a bureau. The ARRL sponsors a bureau for outgoing cards. As an
ARRL-affiliated club, we can pool our resources and take advantage of this service. Here are the details:

« Outgoing bureau — The benefit of an outgoing bureau is that it reduces costs by allowing for submission of
dozens of QSL cards in a single mail envelope.

* Have patience — Bureaus do not provide immediate gratification. It might be a year or more before (if) you
receive a reply. Your QSL card might sit at the bureau for months until the recipient requests an envelope. It might be
several months more until your card pile is sufficiently large enough to warrant having an envelope mailed to you.

* Research before you send — For whatever reason, some amateur radio operators refuse to use a bureau.
Check on QRZ.com or elsewhere to see whether a station participates in the bureau. When the other party’s view is
unknown, you must decide whether or not it is worth the effort to prepare a card that might never reach the recipient.

e Incoming bureau — Cards sent to you will arrive via an incoming bureau. Each call area has a bureau.
Once a bureau collects enough cards for a call sign, the cards are placed in a single envelope and mailed to the
recipient.

Since most of our club members will use the W5 Incoming bureau, | will use them as an example. You must go
to the website at www.w5incomingbureau.net and purchase envelopes. The envelopes are $1 each and come in
multiples of five. When the bureau collects enough cards equal to the amount of postage provided, they will mail one of
the envelopes to you with the cards enclosed. Unless you send hundreds of cards, five envelopes will likely last
several years. The W5 site allows you to enter a call sign and see if you have any cards or envelopes on file.

* Submitting cards through LARA — Here is the easy part. Bring your prepared QSL cards to a club meeting
and give them to me, Clark Highsmith. | will sort the cards and mail them to the ARRL outgoing bureau.

I plan to mail the first batch of cards after the July 20th meeting. | hope to send additional batches every six
months or as demand dictates. Even if you do not have cards to send at this time, | would appreciate knowing if you
might use this service in the future. | can be contacted at alacrity@bennoah.nef.

Clark Highsmith, K5LGX

Photo caption: Here are the cards | received recently from the W5 bureau in a single one-dollar envelope.
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Summer Field Day 2019

Our LARA Summer Field Day for 2019 was a great success that was enjoyed by all that
attended. Shown above are some of our happy gang.

Thirteen Colonies Contest

Steve Kline was our club member with the most contacts in this years Thirteen Colonies
inter-club contest. Steve worked mutiple bands of 20 and 40 meters, plus CW, Single Side
Band, along with a mystery bonus point. Congratulations to Steve for all of his hard work
and tenacity.

It wasn't that our Testing last Saturday, June 15, 2019 at the Fire Station Following our
monthly meeting was disapointing due to a small turnout. It was disappointing due to the
fact that it was a Zero turnout... nobody came and nobody tested.

Our faithful VE Coordinator Steve was on hand, on time and ready and willing to administer
any and all Amateur Radio Tests for Technician,General, and Extra.

A followup discussion with Steve and others disclosed the fact that testing attendance is
greatly improved following our holding classes for these elements. We plan to create and
schedulde training classes in the future.
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News - Page 2 of 2
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Article Submitted by: President Ron Ford KF5OMH
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Article Submitted by: President Ron Ford KF5OMH - Page 2 of 3

NA1WJ Scouting World Jamboree
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Ham Humour
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Guidelines for Story Submittal

We solicit and welcome your story ideas to feature in our LARA Newsletter. They may be
either personal, about your experience, that of a fellow amateur radio operator, or perhaps
an event that you feel would be of interest and benefit to our club members.

It is requested that the subject matter depicted in your article be on topic with amateur radio
and/or electronics related events.

The following are a few things to consider:

1. I'd like to share with you how very important it is to write to your specific audience. For
example, | have written for a professional SCUBA Diving magazine. My audience was the
diving community. | would never consider submitting an article on aviation that | wrote for a
Professional Pilots Association Magazine or Duck hunting safety to the SCUBA periodical.
Why, because that would be reaching out to the wrong audience of interest.

2. | stay away from writing about subjects like morality, racism, religion and politics. In my
organizational affiliations | have found it well advised to not discuss these areas because;

A. These elements have nothing to do with the specific organization’s charter and field of
interest.

B. To be respectful that everyone has their own opinion on morality, racism, religion and
politics and we do not wish to hurt anyones feelings or cause a controversial battle of
opinions on these subjects of differing views and options among organizational club
members.

All articles that have been submitted by club members to date have been well written and
very intersting. While most submittals were accepted for publication in our newsletter, some
were were not, only because of the importance of elemets outlined in this guidlene narrative.

Use of Editorial License - While your editor strives to publish your submitted articles
verbatim within our newsletter, please note that certain amendments, corrections, words,
phrases, capitalization, grammer alteration, etc. is employed so as to adhere to standard
journalistic practices and/or to provide clarity to the narative and to fit within allocated
column space.

Your faithful editor takes full responsibility for the content expressed herein.

Ron Bath, Newsletter Editor
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NA1WJ Scouting World Jamboree
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While your editor strives to publish your submitted articles verbatim within our newsletter,
please note that certain amendments, corrections, words, phrases, capitalization,
grammer alteration, etc. is employed so as to adhere to standard journalistic practices
and/or to provide clarity to the narative and to fit within allocated column space..

Ron Bath, Newsletter Editor
KG5VIS

You may address any articles, comments or suggestions to the editor
at: aro.kgsvis@gmail.com
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