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Lab599 TX-500 transceiver



The Kit

• Transceiver
• 3Ah LiFePo battery
• Compact CW key
• Headphones
• 23 ft croppy fishing pole – collapsible
• Vertical antenna + 4 radials (resonant)
• Bal-Un 1:1
• 25-50 ft RG316 50 ohm coax
• DIY pole holder
• 4 tent pegs
• DIY top holder
• Assorted cables
• Assorted RF connectors
• Assorted length of twine
• Logbook + pen
• Backpack to fit it all



DIY pole holder • 1 ft of PVC pipe
• 1 long screw tent peg
• 1 JB-Weld Steel-Stick



DIY top holder
• 1 bamboo skewer
• 1 small carabiner
• 3 small zip-ties

DIY antenna ending
• 1 keyring
• 10 in plastic strap
• 18 AWG antenna cable



Antenna I used my resonant 20m dipole and 
added 3 extra radials, so I have 1 vertical 
element and 4 radials, all of same length. 
Achieved 1.2:1 SWR, no tuner needed.

Same principle valid for any other band.



Antenna / BALUN / Pole

• Insert pole into holder
• Secure BALUN to pole
• Attach driven element and radials
• Attach coax
• Extend pole
• Spread radials and secure with pegs



Antenna is up and running



All bits and 
pieces on 
the table



Key 
attached 
to heavy 
base 
(magnets)



Begin 
Operation



In full swing



Several 
QSOs 
later…



Better to pack it all up!

Texas weather is 
approaching…



Reverse Beacon Network – 20m @ 00 UTC

5W CW
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09/25/23 

N5GG QRP



Thank You!
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