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aspette ....So that was my Friday Night. The highlights of my Friday AFTERNOON however...Most Years, for whatever reason, I don’t have the patience to sit and listen to Performers on the Stage outside DiPalo. But that’s because I never saw Tre Bella before. That’d bhttp://www.trebella.us [http://www.trebella.us/] That’d also be : JoAnn Robertozzi Lorraine Ferro and Rosie De Sanctis. Rosie appeared on the Show Rescue Me. The valiant Brothers of 4 Group at Fire Patrol 3 in BROOKLYYYN never missed it when we worked and it was RESCUE ME night!~ She also appeared in Labor of Love, a Play with Music, based on the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire of 25 March 1911. (though 2 Singers with Rosie in the Video below look remarkably like JoAnn and Lorraine) I remember being at the Site for the Centennial Observances, freezing my nuts off in my Fire Patrol Uniform. The Patrol was at that job. Even though we'd been disbanded some Years before, I felt a need to represent us at the Ceremonie 
CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW TO VIEW THE ORIGINAL BLOG SPOT FOR TRE BELLA 
http://realnooyawkaseat.blogspot.com/2014/09/la-festa-di-san-gennaro-2014- finito.html?q=tre+bella 12/24 
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LORRAINE FERRO MAKES IT TO SEASON 3 OF THE BLIND AUDITIONS ON NBC’S THE VOICE
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New York’s JoAnn Robertozzi ranks as
such a vivacious, talented vocalist, actress
and entertainer that you could hardly
blame her if she spent an entire interview
talking about her accomplishments and
aspirations.

But that's not how this singer — one-
third of the Italian-American female vocal
trio Tre Bella— plays it at all. As the creative
force behind the Manhattan-based Ti Piace,
the first Italian-American foundation for
the arts, Robertozzi has a lot to say on
behalf of her brother and sister artists plug-
ging away in the trenches, looking for
recognition and the mythical big break.
Aimed at promoting positive images of
Italian Americans through art’ and music;
her non-profit organization was awarded
funding from the New York State Council of
the Arts in the form of a traveling grant.

Smart and engaging, Robertozzi does-
n'tshy from the obstacles she and her fellow
Italian-American performers and crafts-

sevesesessssessne

esesscessssssase

by Lou Carlozo

men face: from low funding to cultural
stereotypes. Robertozzi spoke to Fra Noi
about the work she’s doing through Ti Piace,
her dreams for that organization’s future,
and the bright spots she sees on the Italian-
American artistic landscape.

FraNoi — Tell us about Ti Piace, and
the successes and challenges you've
encountered there.

JoAnn Robertozzi —The positive things
we are doing include producing singer-song-
writer concerts, staged readings, screenplays
and stage plays. The thing is, there’s never
any money in our community to support any
of this stuff. I don’t know how I can attract
people to produce anything. It seems more
innate for Italian Americans to protest and
fight stereotypes than to help people who are
doing positive things. We've been producing
these showcases for the past several years,
and we try to do two a year. We have been

(See Robertozzi on Page 90)

A talented musician in her own right, JoAnn Robertozzi (center) goes above and beyond the call
of duty on behalf of her fellow Italian-American artists.
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(Continued from Page 25)

very suceessful at it, but we need more sup-
port. There's no reason why we shouldn’t
do this at Rockefeller Center.

FN — What consumes a lot of your
time these

JR — I'm not sure how to gather the
community together, except to get the
artists together, and get them with
investors. In this country, unlike Italy, they
don't view artists the same way. It certainly
isn't happening in New York. I don't think
we're ever paid enough until we become
acclaimed stars. Martin Scorsese, Robert
DeNiro and Al Pacino are New Yorkers who
made fortunes depicting gangsters and
thygs. But I don't know where to go to get
recognized, or get compensated, or to help
the younger Italian Americans who want to
pursue this career through other avenues.

FN — What about on the live stage?

JR — I've played the great Italian-
American festivals that are still ongoing in
our community — in Chicago, New York,
L.A., Ohio, Florida — and I think they use
the same talent over and over and over
again. Most of the people'in our communi-
ty organizing talent can't see beyond a cer-
tain point. But in LA, all the people who
organize the talent are entertainers. They
ARE the talent. At LAs San Gennaro,
Jimmy Kimmel and Adam Carolla are
belg\ld nﬁo there you go.

— Have you thought about making
your pitch to the big names in show biz
‘who are Italian American?

JR — They're not untouchable, but try-
ing to get to them is probably a very diffi-
cult route to navigate. If anyone would do
anything, 1 feel it would be Sophia
Coppola. [ wouldn't have a problem sitting
down with Martin Scorsese or Sophia
Coppola and saying, “Let’s show 'em what
we got.” That's why I'm so proud of Lady
Gaga. She's 100 percent Italian —
Stephanie Germanotta — and she profess-
es her Italian-ness wherever she goes. She
loves her heritage, she loves her culture,
and she’s proud of it, unlike others.
Certainly Madonna is half Iialian, but she's
never really embraced it.

FN — You didn’t start out in show biz
‘with an Italian last name. But unlike some
entertainers, you went back to it. What

JR — My parents changed our name
when I was 3 to Roberts. (Langhs). But I
had an affinity for my ltalian last name. I
think it's a cool last name. I'm not sure
that’s what it was when my family came
through Bllis Island. It could've been a guy
named Robert Tozzi, right? 1 think it's actu-
ally Lubertazzi. My great aunt who's in a
nursing home — and who I'm going to sing
to for her 90th birthday — she knows about
the name. But I got a lot of encouragement
{,ml;x my Italian American friends to go

ack.

FN — You have a decent shot at making

it big. Assuming you do, how will your mis-
sion with Italian-American arts change?

JR — I don't believe anything would
change. If 1 had more power and more
money, I would be able to produce more
stuff — and the first thing [ would do is
throw a huge concert with all of my friends.
There’s nothing like working with people
you love, and I never want that to change.

For more information on Tre Bella and Ti
Piace, check out wwuw.trebella.us and
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Actress, singer-songwriter and com-
poser JoAnn Robertozzi has been
nominated for an Emmy Award by
the Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences for her score of the documen-
tary film 5,000 Miles From Home. She
was also the recipient of a Bronze Telly
Award for her work as co-composer on
this sensitive and poignant documen-
tary which tells the story of first gener-
ation Italian American WWII Veterans
from Chicago’s Little Italy.

Robertozzi is part of the girl group
Tre Bella and the familiar face of a number of national televi-
sion commercials and print ads. She is the co-founder of Ti Piace
Presentations, Inc, a new non-profit that preserves, presents and
promotes positive images of Italian Americans through art.

JoAnn resides in New York City and is currently penning a
musical based on the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire, one of the
worst industrial disasters in New York City’s history.
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BERKELEY TOWNSHIP - Actress, singer, songwriter, composer JoAnn Robertozzi has been nominated
for an Emmy Award by the Acodemy of Television Arts and Sciences for the score of the docum
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Bayville Resident
Nominated For Emmy

BERKELEY TOWNSHIP - Ac-
tress, singer, songwriter, composer
JoAnn Robertozzi has been nomi-
nated for an Emmy Award by the
Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences for the score of the docu-
mentary film, “5,000 Miles From
Home.” Robertozzi was also the
recipient of a Bronze Telly Award
for her work as co-composer on this
sensitive and poignant documen-
tary which explores the struggles
and successes of first generation
Italian American WWII veterans
from Chicago’s Little Italy. Rober-
tozzi is part of the girl group, Tre
Bella and she is the familiar face
of a number of national television
commercials, films and print ads.
JoAnn now lives in NYC but has
been a resident of Bayville most
of her life and this summer came
back home for the first time to perform with Tre Bella who shared the stage with the
famous *50s group, the Duprees in Veterans Park, Berkeley Township.
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EYEING POTENTIAL PROBLEMS WITH ED PILLS
While erectile dysfunction (ED) medications such as sildenafil (Viagra) have
completely changed the way impotence is treated, it should be pointed out that
some men who take ED pills develop visual disturbances (usually in the form
of blurred vision, impaired color vision, or a bluish haze). While these problems
may be mild and temporary, they are reason enough for the FDA to say that pilots
should not take ED pills within six hours of taking flight. ED pills have also been
linked with “nonarteritic anterior ischemic optic neuropathy” (NAION), a poorly
understood disorder that can cause blindness due to blocked blood flow to the
optic nerve. Men with a history of NAION should not use ED pills.

Eye care providers can easily screen patients who are concermned about this optic
nerve anatomical risk factor. At SUSSKIND & ALMALLAH EYE ASSOCIATES, PA.,
we stress the importance of preventive eye health care. For answers to frequently
asked questions regarding the eye and NAION, as well as other eye problems, we
invite you to call us at 732-349-5622.

BRICK

MARLBORO TOMS RIVER WHITING BARNEGAT
(732) 972-1015 (732) 349-5622 (732) 477-6981 (732) 8494444 (609) 698-2020
www .ucvum“nunl_\ eye.com
P.S. Men with retinitis pi aare i d about p ible harm from the use

of erectile dysfunction pills.

Joseph C. Colucci
Attorney at Law

“We are o debt relief agency. We help people file for
bankruptey reliel under the Bankruptey Code.™

e ee————— — -

BANKRUPTCY LAW
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L LA FESTA DI SAN GENNARO 2014: FINAL
22 THOUGHTS AND REPORTS!~

The Charcoal Smoke has dissipated. The Grills are cold.
The Stands have been tom down and stowed for next Year. The Restauranteurs and
Shopkeepers that worked La Festa are probably all taking a well earned Day off.

And the pretentious little NoLiTa'ns have “their" Neighborhood back. =

Iike to think | made some new Food Famiglia among the Vendors | ate from. Theres a
couple with some pretty interesting History and even better...Longevity. Longevity is a
happy thing =n_A=

So just a few thoughts and reports here...
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« MEDICAL: Antibiotic may not be best ColorGallery > HEADER PHOTO

treatment for sinus infections. ~.and we have an ocean. By
Paul Goldfinger

Ocean Grovers Loved “Labor of Love”

s, Blogfinger

Recent Posts

ColorGallery

Postcards From Ocean Grove
BLOGFINGER POLL: Are you
satisfied with the services
provided by the Neptune
Township Public Library?

0G TidBits

BlackWhite Gallery

Neptune Orders Work Stopped
on Abbott Avenue House.
Neptune Township's Library
Forced to Ration Services —-
Even as the Need for Those
Services Has Increased

‘The show's ensemble singing was top notch, and very moving. Photo by Mary Walton MUSIC: Dianne Reeves Sings

For George Clooney
By Charles Layton

RECENT COMMENTS
The crowd at the Jersey Shore Arts Center on Saturday gave a warmly
emotional reception to “Labor of Love,” JoAnn Robertozz's theatrical tribute to Merdihan
the 146 victims of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire. Quite a few people were STy
wiping away tears during the musical finale, sung by actors playing some of the Slogfinger on
victims who, caught on the roof of the flaming building in lower Manhattan, were ColorGalery

forced to jump to their deaths.
Bullets on Neptune.

When one of the characters said, "I saw bodies flying from the building, like Orders Work
angels,” it was impossible not to be reminded of some of the most graphic Stopped on.
photos of 9/11. Frankly on Neptune
The bare-bones staging was helped a lot by photo images of the 1911 tragedy, Orders Work
projected on a screen. And even though the Arts Center’s acoustics are Scpoed oo
problematic, the singing was thrilling. Snow Man on

In the QA that followed the performance, the author, Robertozz, told the Colorcalicry;

audience she hoped to further develop "Labor of Love” into a fully staged play,
to be entered in New Yorks Fringe Festival. We wish her all good luck with that.

ARCHIVES
Because so many of the fire’s victims were Italian immigrant girls, a couple of Select Month -
the play’s songs were Italian standards from the period. Here is one of those
songs, sung by Mario Lanza:
- BUT WHO'S COUNTING?
i 504,333 visits.
Share this: ] Email ] Faosbook [5] Print

1 Blogfinger News, Live stage performances, Ocean Grove events, Theatre and
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« 24 McClintock Owner Pledges to Fix Blogfinger Juke Box »  HEADER PHOTO
Violations in One Week. — "We still have ~.and we have an ocean. By
a potential fire hazard,” neighbor says. Paul Goldfinger

Coming to OG on Saturday — A Tragic Story Told in Song

February 16, 2012 by Blogfinger Recent Posts.

Coloraalery

Postcards From Ocean Grove
BLOGFINGER POLL: Are you
Satisfed with the services
provided by the Neptune:
Tounship Publc Library?

By Mary Walton
On March 25, 1911, a fire at
the Triangle Shirtwaist

Factory in lower Manhattan

took the lives of 146 workers 0G TidBits
— mostly young, mostly Blackwhite Gallery
women, almost all Jewish and Neptune Orders Work Stopped

Italian immigrants. Their
deaths ignited a campaign for

on Abbott Avenue House.
Neptune Township's Library

safer factory working Forced to Ration Services —
conditions and sparked a Even as the Need for Those
unionization drive. Services Has Increased

musIC:

ianne Reeves Sings
For George Clooney

Two years ago, on Triangle's
99th anniversary, JoAnn

Robertozzi, an actress, REeCENT COMMENTS
composer and singer- Weredith on
songwriter from Bayville in oy
Ocean County, staged a 15-

minute drama at New York's Blogfinger on
Judson Church based on the ColorGallery.
disaster. Three of the victims ¢ Bullets on Neptune
— 3 mother and two “This famous fre wil be re-enacted on stage in Orders Work
daughters — were related to Ocean Grove on Saturday evening S

former New York State
Senator Serphin R. Maltese, who was in the audience. Maltese commissioned
Robertozzi to develop a longer theater piece commemorating the fire.

Frankly on Neptune
Orders Work
Stopped on.
Robertozzi had already made a name for herself in New York's Italian-American
community. She is founder and artistic director of Ti Piace, an organization

Snow Man on

ColorGallery.
dedicated to promoting a positive image of Italian-Americans through art, and
also the “architect” of a girl group called “Tre Bella,” which performs popular
music with strong harmonies in both Italian and English. .
At first, Robertozzi told Blogfinger in Select Month [~

N

a telephone interview, she felt
obligated to Maltese, a strong
supporter of the arts. As her
research steeped her in the world of RS vty
the Triangle workers, however, she

became emotionally involved. Mostly

from the Italian countryside, “they

were horrified to live in tenement

housing and work in sweatshops. It

was natural for me to feel what my

people felt.” The Triangle project

became a “labor of love.”

BUT WHO'S COUNTING?

And "Labor of Love” is the title of the
staged reading with music that she
and eight other performers — “all
Italians,” she said — will present
Saturday night at the Jersey Shore
Arts Center. The play’s action takes
place in a single day. “It's a funny
story,” Robertozzi said. “Yes, there's
a tragic ending, but also a lot of
profound moments with humor.” The performance will be followed by a Q&A
session with members of the cast.

Writer/actress/director JoAnn Robertozzi

Appearing with Robertozzi are the other members of Tre Bella. Sometimes called
“the Italian-American Andrew Sisters,” they were at the Center just last month
for a musical performance that benefitted the Culinary Center for the Blind, as.
will Labor of Love.

The play begins at 8 p.m. Tickets are $20, $10 for students, and are available at
the door.
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