
   

Dieffenbachia Care and Handling Guide: 

1. Light: 

Dieffenbachia thrives in medium to bright, indirect light. It can tolerate lower light levels but may grow 

more slowly. 

Avoid exposing the plant to direct sunlight, as this can scorch the leaves. 

2. Watering: 

Keep the soil consistently moist but not waterlogged. Water when the top inch of the soil feels slightly 

dry. 

Allow the water to drain freely from the bottom of the pot, and empty the saucer to prevent water 

accumulation. 

3. Soil: 

Plant Dieffenbachia in a well-draining, peat-based potting mix. Ensure the soil has good aeration. 

Repot the plant every 1-2 years or when it outgrows its current container. 

4. Temperature and Humidity: 

Dieffenbachia prefers temperatures between 65°F to 75°F (18°C to 24°C). It can tolerate slightly cooler 

temperatures but should be protected from drafts and cold air. 

Maintain moderate to high humidity levels. If the air is too dry, consider using a humidifier or placing a 

tray of water near the plant. 

5. Fertilization: 

Feed Dieffenbachia with a balanced liquid fertilizer every 4-6 weeks during the growing season (spring 

and summer). 

Dilute the fertilizer to half the recommended strength to avoid over-fertilization. 

6. Pruning: 

Prune Dieffenbachia to control its size and shape. Remove yellow or brown leaves regularly to encourage 

new growth. 

Wear gloves when pruning, as the sap can be irritating to the skin and may cause discomfort if ingested. 

7. Pests and Diseases: 



Keep an eye out for pests such as spider mites and scale insects. Treat any infestations promptly with 

insecticidal soap or neem oil. 

Dieffenbachia is susceptible to leaf spot diseases; ensure good air circulation and avoid overhead 

watering. 

8. Propagation: 

Dieffenbachia can be propagated through stem cuttings. Cut a section of the stem with a node, and plant 

it in a well-draining rooting medium. 

Provide warmth and humidity for successful propagation. 

9. Decorative Pot and Placement: 

Choose a decorative pot with drainage holes to prevent waterlogging. 

Place Dieffenbachia in a location with bright, indirect light, away from direct sunlight. 

10. Toxicity Warning: 

Dieffenbachia contains toxic compounds. Keep it out of reach of pets and children, and wash hands 

thoroughly after handling. 

With proper care, Dieffenbachia can be a beautiful and resilient addition to your indoor plant collection, 

adding lush foliage to your living space. 


