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The Editors Corner: Dernhillips

As something different this month we’re runningtpres of a proto-
type railroad. Cass Scenic Railroad is a West YiegState Park on
the eastern edge of the state some 400 miles froiwimDati. Trust
me if your into geared locos, its well worth thipti’'ve been there 4
times and plan on going back as often as posdiblaakes for a
great 3 day weekend trip as it gives you a full @&ayurday at the
park. Week days are even better. (not as crowded)

The town of Cass was a company town and the séstedstored the
company houses into cottages that can be rentethéoweekend
and while very comfortable will give you a good adef what it was
like to live in a lumber town in the early 1900’s.

As for the trains they have 6 Shays, includinglitygest and oldest
Shays still running, a restored Heisler, a Climbattis still being
restored and the usual compliment of logging ceafjooses and
converted rail fan cars etc. A restored lumber camgudition to the
company store and houses in the town of Cass coenisle experi-
ence. Three rail trips are offered. The one tatdipeof the mountain
is a 41/2 hour 11 mile train ride to Bald Knob {elon 4842 ft).

If you plan to stay in one of the company housesade reserva-
tions are required especially in the fall whenldeves are changing
Each spring they hold a special Cass Rail Fan Wakkieor 2013
it's May 17-19. Check it out atvww.cassrailroad.com
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The Oil Can is a publication of Cincinnati Division 7, Mid Ceat Region, NMRA, Inc.
Opinions expressed herein are the authors and daecessarily reflect the opinion of Di-
vision 7, the MCR, the NMRA, it’s officers, or ittembers.

Space permittingThe Oil Can welcomes news items, articles and letters on M&del
roading and related topics. Deadline for submissi@generally the fifteenth of the month
preceding the next meeting.
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Early morning scene at Cass Sceaitréad in Cass, West
Virginia. One of the stable of Shaygs$s spruced up
while Heisler # 6 waits its turnthee background.




_— HEADLIGHTS Cmetnoen

It is Saturday afternoon and it is cdiméd hot. So Momma says, “It's too hot outsidel don’t want you painting the hot
today. Why don’t you stay in your office/modelingrdjeon, watch the Reds... and model something?”

Having been married to my owittle model railroad widow for over 40 yearsstpleasing to me that she finally “gets it".
| put away the ladder and brushes, sealed up tiné gens and got busy doing some serious modetinghe FIRST time i
months. God bless her!

| hope you are all looking forward to the comi@incinnati Model Train Show as much as | am. Certainly we have
revenue sources that we could not exist without.t tHigis the BIG ONE! This year we are sending out d&;800 reminde
postcards and a cogpbf huge email “blasts”. We are also using thgquier, as it has always been effective for usvidut
knows what the future of newspapers in general lvéll Ed Wagner does a super job of making suraresdisted on eve
events calendar and eventsabd he can find on line and in print. If you knafvsome that he has missed please le
know.

Flyer distribution by individual members and thaivailability at area hobby shops is also a mainsthyur “direct’
advertising program for the Cincinin&lodel Train Show and continues to be effectivéis year we are also considering
use of “yard signs” on a limited basis... again, cireelatively cheap and, we hope, effective adsiad.

But unquestionably, the absolute best tool we hayromote youbig event is YOU! Please print a few copies & @MT<S
show flyer (available at the Division Wealite). Take them to work, church, school, senienter, work sessions, cl
meeting or just stuff them in your neighbors’ niaiixes. You maylao pick up flyers at the next Division meetind.eact
of you could encourage just operson to attend that would not otherwise conre, Yau ready?) our “gate would increas:
over $2,200. That would be significant!

BTW, member involvement is thagig reason that Nick Folger and our brothers toNbeth (Dayton, Div 3) have amazi
attendance for their Dayton Train Show on a coestdbasis. They draw 4 to 5 thousand to exper$ara Arena. We dre
about 2 thousand. In the words of my favorite Aicaer philosopher, let’s “git ‘er done”!

We are indeed fortunate to have use of Lakota \Wegt School year after year. You should know, hesvethat it does g
more expensive to rent that facility each yearthifik we all realize that schoadse just as susceptible to our down ecor
as the rest of us.) This is why it is critical tthvee continue to seek out innovative and loest ways to promote t
Cincinnati Model Train Show and keep the attendamembers on the rise. Rising attendamcgnbers also keeps
vendors coming back! So please don't be shy alsharing any ideas you may have. My email addre
rkerka001l@gmail.com.

We are always on the lookout for new ideas forvatas thatwe might be able to add to the Cincinnati ModeliT@how
program. This should be something that the gemeralic will find interesting and worthwhile. Nally, cost is a factor au
so is finding someone to flesh out and lead any siesw feature oactivity. If you have an idea and are the gugalrtha
can make it happen, be a hero. We definitely walrdlk to you.

Assistant Super Bob Shreve has officially blown liagance of his 2012 budget to bring us a couplthefmost excitin
clinicians you are likely to see! This month our goodrfd Bob Weinheimer, MMR, MCR Secretary and Divis®bb&upe
will tie together and expose all the mysteries tisbperationally challenged schleps need to know.

In November, Lou Sassi, prolific free-lamenodel railroad photographer, author, model radréechnique innovator a
groundbreaking modeler will regale us with... well... somethivery cool! Both Lou and Bob’s clinics are a “DMIDT
MISS”! What a member benefit! Bring a guest timght be on the fence about joining. Done deal!

I'm pretty sure you will agree that the rest oftlear will be pretty exciting for Division 7. Angd013 looks even better!
See you in Kentucky on Septembé&r 9

Randy
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e SECOND SECTION  sosteewe

Asst. Super

In August we made our annual visit to the Hyde F@oknmunity United Methodist Church. The mee
room there is bright and spacious, and the stafé gt of their way to provide everything we neatlfie
meeting. Mike Mereness gave a presentation @h manes and how they generate traffic on your nt
railroad. Mike presented many statistics on how muevenue the railroads receive due to this
commodity. After the meeting Pat Homan and Jim Holddd their layouts open. Both layouts are n
scanicked, although at the opposite ends of the spects far as number of trees. Thanks to Mike fg
presentation and to Pat and Jim for their hospytali

On September™we will be heading down to the Kenton County Lifyrin Erlanger Kentucky. Thiwill

be a new venue for our meetings. The room is verg with lots of space. Bob Weinheimer is con
over from Charleston, WV to give a presentatiorgetting started in operations on your model radt
Bob Adams and MMR Georgia Dahlberg will hatreir layouts open after the meeting. Carpoolir
Georgia’s house should be considered, as sheflivdger south in Williamstown, KY. This will be o
chance to see how all of those great structuresbehgs to the meetings look on her layout. Georgi
assures us, and rightfully so, that it really ighat far down in Kentucky. We are actually luckyhave
so many members in a relatively small area. Diviip were Bob Weinheimer hails from, extends a
west as Portsmouth, Ohio, north to Parkersburgsanth to Bluefield in West Virginia.

October will take us back up to the northern subuithe meeting will be at the West Chester librey
to Lakota West High School. We’'ll have a Bring-naBr contest and a couple of malinics. The
weekeand after the meeting (Oct 20, 21) will be the Bdlbw at Lakota West. Be sure to sign up for ol
the many opportunities to help out at the show.éMoformation on that will be available at the niegs.

The November meeting will be on Novembé?, 4ne week earlier than the normal second St
meeting date. The date change was needed to categdwith the schedule of our guest clinician,
Sassi. Lou will explain how he researched and coatgd a module featuring a tannery located nes
town where he grew up.

The December meeting will be our annual “WestwomduPe Show and Food Fest”.

In 2013, | am looking to get back to more basic elmd clinics. I'm looking for people to gi
presentations on backdrops, scenery, rolling stagatheing, etc. | would also like to add some
layouts to our postreeting visitation list. Contact me if you haveidea for a clinic, or if you would |
willing to have some visitors over to see your hewodk.

See you in Kentucky on September 9th.

Bolr

Dil you Kvow 7
Diision 7 & membershpp stands at 377 as of August 7
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There was no contest at the August meeting

Both the Augqust and September contests will be helat the September meeting

August Competition (Held Over)

Models: Thin Line Models (false front) This is not a diorama format. You must provideeans
to support your model.

Photos: Railroad Stations and/or Freight Houses

September Competition

Models: Vehicles Railroad related and marked

Photos: Diesel or Steam LocomotivegB&W or Color)

2012 Overall Standings

Models JuniDivision Photos
Jim Bonnett 08 Anthony Zillich 05 Jerry Baston 12
Ron Gribler 06 John Listermann 06
Georgia Dahlberg 05 Roy Hord 05
Perry Simpson 05 Georgia Dahlberg 04
Rick Stern 05 Jim MacKnight 04
Jim Corbett 03 Bob Adams 03
Randy Kerka 03 Jim Corbett 03
Jim Rollwage 03
Tom Brueggemann 01
Bob Chapman 01
Rick Taylor 01

ack Labisch

Competition Chairperson

PS Each month | have been posting on the contastdadaminated copy of the rules for our local petition,
as outlined by the BOD of Div 7. Hopefully this piag will help you should you have any questions.
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. W Tictionw & Fact fromDowsAlmanac &8

Another Battery Powered DCC System

In the March Oil Can we reported on North West $hare’s radio controlled, battery powered DCC systtha
utilizes on board batteries to power a locomothugsteliminating all the usual track problems. Meanmariy to
eliminate the jerks and stalls when the loco hitsydrack or dead spots, it can also be the sokdaard powe
source thus eliminating all track wiring entirely.

Another system available from Tam Valley Depaivjv.tamvalleydepot.com) accomplishes the same thing
goes a few steps farther. The TVD system has thangage of being compatible with all existing DCgStems
which means no matter what DCC system you usejngpth your present systeneeds to be replaced, only ad
to. However, it is primarily meant to be 100% bgtteowered.

The radio controlled model air plane industry hasrbdeveloping this type of remote control for geand th
government has been throwing millions at develgpmlitary drones

The TVD system requires a radio transmitter thatasnected using the two wires that formerly wentrf the
controller to the track. Now the DCC signals tharevsent thru the track are sent out thru theyanatio wave:
This is different from the wireless DCC systems many®have been using where the signal is sent fréiane
controller to a receiver that is hard wired to treek. In this case the signal is sent directlyh® locomotive. T
accomplish this, a receives installed in each locomotive you want to cohtide receiver is connected directl
the existing decoder using the wires that formergnt to the wheels. Now the DCC signals that weckea uy
thru the track are received by radio signal anchdacomotive acts independently just as they did t@efdc
complete the installation a small Lithium Polymexttbry is installed in the loco or tender makingampletel
self-contained and no longer track dependent.

As does NWSL, TVD claims depending tire size battery you chose, normal operating tarelast as long a:
couple of hours between charges. Obviously a lo¢cimepulling a long string of cars or climbing spegrades wi
consume more power than a lightly loaded trainlantfack.

Onebig difference between the two is, the batteryhef NWSL is recharged thru the wheels and if usestaaslb
power will be kept charged even when running ok@dron a siding. The battery of the TVD systeneharge
using a separate charger that is connected togapline on-board wiring harness while the loconmis idle.

Even though the components are small, the big drask is of course finding room to install them. &splly if
you are in one of the smaller scales and already s@und onboard. Even the intermediate scales wil
challenged if you're trying to install the systema critter or tank engine with out a tender orri available ti
carry the extra parts.

Keep in mind that these two are pioneers in whatdacquite possilyl become the future in model railroading.
history has shown, as more and more companies ariteld and competition picks up, new innovatiovid pop
up, components will become more efficient and senadhd all the while prices will continue to dael My firsi
mobile phone probably weighed 6 pounds, had asiak handset, sat on the floor of the car, pluggéal the
cigarette lighter, required a special antenna &ndamember correctly cost several hundred dallsg curren
cell phone ridesn my shirt pocket, takes pictures and a lot dfeotthings | don’t use, is lucky to get rechai
every two or three days and cost $79.00. And irsttieeme of things, that really wasn’t all that l@ug so look fc
continued progress in radio control trains.
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Lebanon Sub Meetings

By Bob Chapma
The August Lebanon Sub meeting was well attendedl f@atured presentations by Ron Gribler and [
Campbell, both with scratch built structures. Riesutaken on Bruce Chubb’s Sunset Valley RR in @
Rapids in Auguswere shown with our new projector system and madjpurned for pie at Frischu
following the meeting.

The September meeting on the third Thursday of edelper (28) will feature more fine mod
presentations from attendees and a digital pidioweo the White Creek RR (7 %2” gauge) in Michigar
hobby shop gift certificate will be given to the deber who brings in the most interesting model grbpn:
explains the work involved. Selection will be bypotar vote. Gerry Michaels will also be thexgh the
video lending library for check out and returnsfrBehments are always available at the meetingsagoie
run will follow the session.

Everyone is welcome to Lebanon Sub meetings. Al pr8, at Resurrection Lutheran Church locatede
north end of Lebanon. Look for the RR cross bu¢kbeparking entrance.

John’s Honest Raffle

by John Shields]

In September, we will once again have a-scale raffle of various tools, books, and othelroad items
We will be back with the regular HO and N scaleices in October. Also, looking ahead, we will begin
annial engine(s) raffle at the October meeting and inaet through November and December, with
drawing at the December meeting, just in time fatoibeyour Christmas present. And for thoesally
looking ahead, we will have O scale items (instefa) at the January meeting.

While we had a really good sale of tickets at thugést meeting, | sense that there may still benadfieyot
who are not buying tickets. Now if you are in Olscand you are saving your money for January, 's
fine, but pleae note that the September raffle will have things gan use. The same applies if you are
Z, G, TT, or even live steam. And if your excusdhat we don’t have the things you might want is
raffle, let me know what that would be. Serioustythe couple of years | have been running the ral
have not had any input; and | would be glad tadrgover anything | knew there was an interesbmsen
me an email or offer suggestions at the meeti

Watsh for the White Llophant Form ix the Oetober O Con
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CASS
SCENIC
RAILROAD

Big # 6

It's big

(162 tons)

And Thirsty

(6000 gallons)

Heisler # 6
Not as big

But Interesting
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- KNAPP'S NOTES Bruce Knapo

Mike Brestel

It should be obvious to all of you that, Mike anlkave been friends for a good many years; 45 texbaet.

first met Mike in the fall of 1967 at the old ModRhilroad Shop on Montana Ave. | had just takenttdue
directing position at T@or High School and finally had the time, space, &ntls to return to the hobl
Mike worked at the store on Saturdays, so we sodrntag@&now each other. | was impressed by Mi
enthusiasm and knowledge of the hobby. | startethglahy wife in 1968;my trips to visit Margaret

Mount Lookout were often combined with visits to M&Hobby Shop. Imagine my delight to see v
had moved to Walt’s, then a few years later hernettl to the west side [the obviously better sidéowain]
and Western HillsPhoto & Hobby. My Saturday visits to Western HiRfioto & Hobby often include
having lunch at the store with such model railroachiharies such as John Roberts, Keith Corman
Frank Koch. Mike soon encouraged my participatiorDivision 7, by appaiting me to the Division
Board of Directors. That appointment was followadtlwo terms as Assistant Superintendent, one te
Superintendent, and two terms as division clerew[tyou know who to blame] Mike has served the NN
on a host of differenassignments; culminating with two terms as our natipnasident. Mike has guid
the Association through some difficult times and Iesl to make some very tough [and somet
unpopular] decisions. The National is a much strongealthier organizatiomecause of his efforts
suspect Mike isn't through serving the associatiod #re hobby, as | have a strong feeling that Cf
Getz, the new NMRA president, will call on Mike’spettise and love of the hobby, to continue to sém
new capacitiesMeanwhile, Division 7 will continue to be the re@pt of Mike’s leadership and dedicati

WMPA

To the poor uninitiated among you, WMPA stands fog Western Modelers Protective Association.
group was formed to counteract some of the unfoteunagative influences that our Appalachian mod
have had on Division 7. Our membership includesHtahan, Merlyn Jarman, Ray Lienesh, John Altst
Keith Corman [he models Western Indiana] plus savether worthy modelers. WMPA held its Aug
meetng at Pat Homan’s enjoying watching CB&Q equipmenbperation and discussing the latest thi
posed by the heavy influence that the Appalachiadeters seem to have on our Division. We are wag
to see how many western road items show up indffie,ror how many negative comments are made ¢
monthly meetings. WMPA retribution will be swift asdire to any miscreants caught. We still plan to
coal tipples in the front yards of frequent offersler

Just remembeWVWMPA is WATCHING YOU!

See you in September
Keep ‘em rolling!

Brace Y Fgy

Don 'tfwyat lo sipn ap on one or wore of the vobunteer sheets for the
Cincinnati Model Train Show
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Next Meeting
2 PM Sunday

Kenton County Library
401 Kenton Lands Rd.

Erlanger, KY
(intersection of Kenton Lands Rd and Riggs Rd.)

Directions: From Dixie Hghwy. Turn West on Kenton
Lands Rd. Continue across railroad track until seach
Riggs Rd. on your left. Kenton Lands runs off of Dixie
Hghwy aprox. Half-way between 1-275 & Donaldson R

From 1-71/75, Turn West on Buttermilk Pike. (ex&6)
Go west to Anderson Rd. & turn left. Anderson beesm
Crescent Springs Rd. Continue under |-71/75 anolsadr
275 to Riggs Rd. on your right.

O
g
g
Q
h

Crescent »

0

Springs Rd
Sl

[-71/75

12757

Donaldson
y

ERLANGER

Coming Down the Line

Cincinnati Division 7, MCR, NMRA
2012 Schedule
NOTE: ALL REGULAR MEETINGS START AT 2 PM
(Unless otherwise notified)

Date Location Program/Speaker Layout visits Contest Topic
South Models Thin Line Models
Sept 9 Kentt_)n County Bob Weinheimer Bob Adams Models Vehicles (RR related )
Library Operations , Photos RR Stations or Freight Houses

Erlanger, KY Georgia Dahlberg  pnotos Diesel or Steam Locomotives

Resurrection .
Sept 7 Lebanon Sub Meetin None Show and Tell

P Lutheran Church g
North

West Chester Bring & Brag Models On Line Structures
Oct 14 Library L TBA Photos Trains on Trestles or Bridges

Resurrection .

Lebanon Sub Meetin None Show and Tell
Oct 18 Lutheran Church on su g
Around the Region National
2012 2012
9/15 All Trains Flea Market Greenville, OH [ 9/12-14 ~ National NG Conv. Bellevue, AV
10/20-21 Cincinnati Model Train Show W. ChesteOH | 10/11-13 Fine Scale MRR Expo  Lancaster, PA
11/5-6 Dayton Train Show Hara Arena Dayto, OH 2013
2013 7/14-20 NMRA National Conv.  Atlanta, GA

5/15-18  Mid-Central Region Conv. Dayton, OH

Modeling Problems ? Member Aid Committee

Pat Homan (513) 861-2057
Bruce Knapp (513) 941-2713
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Div. 7 Hot Line  (513) 662-RAIL
Div. 7 Web Site www.cincy-div7.org
MCR Web Site www.midcentral-region-nmra.org
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