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Trustees 
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John Burchnall    (North) 
Rick Crumrine 
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John Shields          (East) 
Bob Shreve 
Pam Moleski 
 

Dave Puthoff 

859 384-0369 
513 661-2141 
513 205-6045 
513 231-5328 
513 777-5337 
812 539-3232 
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513 561-8691 
513 473-4594 
facebook@cincy-
div7.org 

513 742-3227 

Committee Chairs 
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Comm. Service 
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Oil Can Editor 
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Frank Koch 
Paul Maciulewicz 
Larry Bonhaus  
Paul Musselman 
Roy Allan 
Brad Bove 
John Burchnall 
Merlyn Jarman 
Rick Crumrine 
Gary Ossenschmidt  
Rick Stern 
John Shields 
Bruce Knapp 
Sam Parfitt 
Russ Poynter 
Dave Puthoff 
Randy Kerka 
Pam Moleski 
 
Kevin Orcutt 
John Burchnall 

513 732-6208 
513 779-1686 
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513-831-3943  
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513 231-5328 
513 682-6185 
513 729-1054 
513 561-8691 
513 941-2713 
513 378-9133 
513 563-9370 
513 742-3227 
513 378-8108 
facebook@cincy-
div7.org 
513 934-4096 
513 205-6045 

Mid Central Region Officers 

Pres. 
 
 

V.Pres. 
 
 

Secr. 

 
Treas. 

Dave Neff 
president@midcentral-region-nmra.org 
 

Jerry Doyle 
vp@midcentral-region-nmra.org 
 

Fred Soward 
secretary@midcentral-region-nmra.org 
 

John Shields 
treasurer@midcentral-region-nmra.org 

The Oil Can is a publication of Cincinnati Division 7, Mid Central Region, NMRA, Inc. 
Opinions expressed herein are the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of  
Division 7, the MCR, the NMRA, it’s officers, or it’s members.  
 

Space permitting, The Oil Can welcomes news items, articles and letters on Model        
Railroading and related topics. Deadline for submissions is generally the fifteenth of the 
month preceding the next meeting. 

 
 
 
3 - Headlights 
4 - Div. 7 Comtinuity Plan 
5 - 2nd Section 
6 - Div. 7 Annual Picnic 
7-9 - Fernbank Park & Lodge 
10 - Life Remembered 
11 - Div. 7 April Contest Results  
12 - Div. 7 Contest Themes  
  

Contents: 

   The Editors Corner:                                                 Dave Puthoff 

 
13 - Div. 7 Committee Reports  
14-15 - Layout Visit - Ed Bley 
16-18 - Layout Visit– Garry Ossenschmidt 
19-20 - Div. 7 - Announcements 
21 - Div. 7 - Classified Ads 
22 - Div. 7 - Program Schedule 
23 - Knapp’s Notes 
24 - Down The Line 
 

If you have a photo, or a useful tip, or maybe just a useful 
website that you would like to share, the Oil Can is an 
opportunity to share it with your fellow model railroaders.  
Email it to editor@cincy-div7.org.  

Dave 

Cover: Scene on Ed Bley’s HO Layout  

Photo by John Burchnall 

The Division 7 Family Picnic will be held on Sunday June 11 
at Fernbank Lodge at Fernbank Park in Sayler Park.   
Because of the size of the venue, Registrations are limited to 
the first 100 people!   
 
Deadline for Registrations is June 1 
 
Details are on Pages 6-9. 
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                Headlights 
Chuck Endreola 
      Superintendent 

 

Chuck 

April’s Division meeting, held at the Marriott in West Chester, was attended in 

person or on Zoom by over 80 members. I believe the large attendance can be at-

tributed to our guest clinician Bernard Kempinski, MMR®. His presentation, 

“Military Railroads”, was a history lesson in the evolution and importance of Rail-

roads in wartime, from the 1830’s to the present day with dozens of photos. The 

graphics were augmented by expert explanations of their significance. This is the 

second clinic Mr. Kempinski has shared in person with us. We hope to host him 

again as he has created many compelling clinics. 

If you did not attend April’s meeting, you may not have heard Peter Weiglin has 

passed away. A short bio and information on his memorial service is in this news-

letter as well as an email sent to division members. Even more info about Peter is 

posted on our website.  Sadly, Peter is the third long-time Division member we 

have lost in the past few months. 

I recently submitted our “State of the Division” report to the MCR for the May 

BOD meeting in Pittsburgh. While composing the report, I could hardly keep the 

buttons from “popping off my vest”. Many at that meeting will think I am brag-

ging, and I guess, I am, with good reason! I am very proud of our committees and 

the many volunteers that make our monthly meetings and special events success-

ful. Our “Leadership Continuity Plan” is well on its way, but we still need several 

more volunteers for various back-up roles. Most are not difficult nor time-

consuming positions, yet important to the smooth operation of the Division. You 

will find a list of positions still in need of YOUR talents a few pages from here. 

This invitation to participate in strengthening your Division is a great opportunity 

to become actively involved, for both new members and veterans alike. 

Our Second Annual Picnic is only a few weeks away on June 11th.  Don’t delay in 

mailing in your reservation. We have 46 already signed up. Don’t be closed out! 

You will find the registration form in this issue. We will offer prizes to each mem-

ber of our trivia contest winning team as well as many door prizes.  

I wish I could develop a salutation in the order of Bruce Knapp’s “Keep ‘em Roll-

ing”. Let’s see….”Keep Your Ear to the Rail”? nah…”Don’t Lose Your Steam”?, 

pitiful. How about “See you at the next meeting”? That’ll do nicely. 
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Second Section 
 

Tony Valerius 
Asst. Super 

Tony 

Well, someone must think I need lessons in patience because I am having to exercise a lot of it 

of late. The search for a new home has been frustrating to say the least. It is definitely a 

“sellers” market with too many bidders willing to pay way over the asking price and forego any 
contingencies. So, my search for the perfect train room (and house to go with it) continues.  

Hopefully, things will change in the next few months.  

 

As you read this, you may be getting ready to head to Pittsburgh for the MCR Convention May 
4-7th. If you are attending, I hope you have a great time. After the fun I had at Indy Junction 

last year, I was hoping to attend this year’s convention. However, with the way the house hunt 

has gone, I cannot afford to leave the area for fear of missing out on the perfect house. If you 

hear a great clinic and think it is one that our division should consider for one of our 2024 
meetings, please let me know. 

 

On the positive side, as noted in last month’s column, we are fast approaching our 2nd Annual 

Division 7 Family Picnic. It is less than two months away. If you were at last year’s event, you 
know what a great time everyone had. This year’s event is at the Fernbank Park Lodge on the 

Ohio River on June 11th from 1-5 pm. This park was totally refreshed about ten years ago with 

great results. The park has wonderful walking trails and children’s playgrounds for those who 

are interested. We will have cornhole on the side of the lodge, and great food and beverages for 

everyone to consume inside. We have lined up some great door prizes to be given out and a 
Team Trivia contest will challenge everyone to work together to get some wonderful prizes. 

Find the flyer in this Oil Can and fill out the reservation form on the bottom portion. Send it to 

Roy Hord and with a check for the appropriate amount and your spot will be reserved. The di-

vision is picking up the majority of the expense of the event so your portion is only $10 per 
person. Don’t wait as we have had a lot of people send in their registration already. We have a 

limit of 100 people due to the limitations of the facility, so don’t delay in getting your reserva-

tions in to Roy.  You definitely do not want to miss this spectacular event! 

 
Coming Up: 

 

May 4th - 7th – Pittsburgh MCR Convention – Keystone Division 2 Pittsburgh is hosting the 

2023 Mid-Central Region Convention “Rails to Pittsburgh” with Clinics, Banquet, Show, and 

Tours. It is located at the Doubletree by Hilton. See their website for the latest info. 
 

May 21st – Our May meeting will be held at the Kenton County Library in Erlanger, Kentucky. 

Dan Mack will present a new clinic on “Fire Engines and Fire Stations”. Our contest will be 

“Maintenance of Way” for both model and photo categories. Our layout visit will be to the 
home of Perry Simpson’s daughter and grandson to see Perry’s amazing L&N based layout. 

 

June 11th – 2nd Annual Family Picnic from 1-5 pm at Fernbank Lodge in Fernbank Park. The 

registration deadline is June 1st but get your reservations in now as we are limited to the first 

100 people. Picnic flyer included in this Oil Can has all the information and the registration 
form. 
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Fernbank Park & Lodge 
 

The following photos show what you will see when you come to the June 11th picnic. I hope this 
gives you a taste of the wonderful site for this year’s picnic. 
 
 
 

1.  You get into the park off of Rt. 50 in Sayler Park (see also the map posted on our website). The Thornton 
Avenue entrance is shared by the Cabana On the River restaurant and 13 Below Brewery. So you first cross 
the railroad tracks used by CSX, IORY, and CIND. You will probably see some railcars parked on the tracks 
both east and west of Thornton Avenue. 

2. Once across the tracks, you will need to go to the left onto Forbes Road to enter the park. There is no gate 
attendant nor entrance fee. If someone of authority questions you, just say you are attending a function at 
the Lodge. 
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 3.    Traveling along Forbes Road, you will pass numerous picnic shelters, parking lots and the         
  children’s playground on the right side of the road. 

4. Further on, you will come to the Lodge and it’s parking lot. 

Fernbank Park & Lodge, Continued from Page 6 
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5. Once there, you will have views of the Ohio River, river barge traffic, and great walking trails  

Remember to get your spot reserved. Send your registration in to Roy 
Hord. It is on the flyer in this Oil Can with all the information you need.   

 
 
 

We hope to see you there!  

Fernbank Park & Lodge, Continued from Page 7 
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LIFE REMEMBERED 
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DIVISION 7 - COMMITTEE REPORTS 
May 2023 

Superintendent (Chuck Endreola): As a member in good standing of Division 7, you have the opportunity 

to attend BOD (Board of Directors) meetings. You may voice your opinion and/or introduce new ideas and sugges-

tions. At this time, the BOD meets via Zoom. The meetings are held each quarter, and each has a different Zoom 
link.  Contact Tony Valerius, John Burchnall or me each time and we'll gladly email you the link. Hope to see you 
there. 

Recruitment and Retention  (John Shields): The “latest” information from National (as of April 2) shows our 
current count is 218. 
 

We have FIVE new members to welcome this month: 
 
 R. Steve Edwards  of  Covington, Kentucky 
 Richard Elliott  of  Independence, Kentucky 
 Tom Hutchins  of  Dry Ridge, Kentucky 
 Chandler Smith  of  Montgomery 
 Ed Turner  of  Loveland 
   
Thank you to the 13 people who chose to renew their memberships last month.  
 
John Shields 
Qcngineers@aol.com 
513-561-8691 

  
MCR Report (John Shields):  No report this month 

National Report (Frank Koch / Pam Moleski):  No report this month  

Achievement Program  (Frank Koch):  No report this month   

Car Projects  (Paul Maciulewicz):  See the Car Project Announcement elsewhere in this Oil Can 

Oil Can (Dave Puthoff):  Submissions for the June Oil Can are due by May 22. 

Monthly Raffle (Russ Poynter): No report this month  

Community Service (Larry Bonhaus):  No report this month   

Modelers Aid  (Bruce Knapp / Sam Parfitt):  No report this month  

Fall Train Show (Rick Crumrine):   No report this month   

Spring Flea Market   Gary Ossenschmidt / Roy Hord):  No report this month 

Operations Activities (Rick Stern): No report this month 

Facebook Page (Pam Moleski): No report this month 

Web Site (John Burchnall): No report this month 

Video Library  (Kevin Orcutt):  No report this month 

mailto:Qcngineers@aol.com
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LAYOUT VISIT to Ed Bley’s HO-Scale Layout 

Photos by John Burchnall 
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 15 Photos by Sam Parfitt 

LAYOUT VISIT to Ed Bley’s HO-Scale Layout 

Photos by John Burchnall 
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Photos by John Burchnall 

LAYOUT VISIT to Gary Ossenschmidt’s HO-Scale Layout 
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Photos by John Burchnall 

LAYOUT VISIT to Gary Ossenschmidt’s HO-Scale Layout 
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LAYOUT VISIT to Gary Ossenschmidt’s N-Scale Layout 

Photos by John Burchnall 



19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 19 

Cincinnati Division 7’s Car Project Committee is pleased to announce the availability of our latest, 
limited-edition car project! 

Using Accurail’s 2200 Series ACF 2-Bay Covered Hopper as the basis, we are offering it in a Nor-
folk & Western repaint scheme. 

These cars are N&W class HC-46 and are from an original batch of fifty built in 1966 by ACF and 
were painted in the Round Herald paint scheme. 

Sometime subsequent to that some cars went through a general maintenance program where they 
were repainted in the block N&W livery. Photos were found showing that at least three of these 
cars (road numbers 170753, 170768 and 170794) were reweighed at some later date because that 
area is “patched out” on the car with the new data displayed. Those same photos place these three 
cars as being in service in 1992 and 2004! It is these three, highly unique, road numbers that Cin-
cinnati Division 7 is now offering for sale. 

As with all Accurail cars, they are in kit form only. 

Pricing is $25 per car, or a 3-car set at $70. Shipping (via USPS Priority) is $9.20 for one car and 
$16.25 for two to three cars.  

Ohio residents, please add 7.8% sales tax on the total price of the kits and the shipping and 
handling fee.  
 
I received these cars the week of 9/12.  Heritage and purchasing details are posted on our Division 
7 web site.  

You can also send me a check or money order in US dollars, payable to Cincinnati Division 7, 
MCR, NMRA, to: 

Cincinnati Division 7 Car Projects 

c/o Paul Maciulewicz 

9151 Congress Court 

West Chester, Ohio 45069 

DIVISION 7 - ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Division 7 Car Project (Limited Edition!)  
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GNRW ops is on the 3rd W/E  Saturday.   
 
Pizza at 6:30-7:00.   
Please email if attending. 
 
NEW POLICY: 
Since there’s not a lot to do outside our homes related to railroading, those who wish to have a ‘one-on-
one’ or with own friends to operate the layout during the month, please email or call.   
Being retired, I spend the bulk of my time in the basement so visitors are always welcomed. Thanks.  
  
NEW PROJECTS: 
Installed decoders in several more engines.   A selection of 100 engines can now be done. 
 
Mission Statement:  Main theme of my railroad (besides modeling the Great Northern Railway): 
when building the railroad, I wanted to model mainline running with big time steam and 'scale 
like' trains of 25-45 cars on single track mainline with passing sidings.  
 
USUAL STATS: 
Time: 1938. All steam and electrics. The GN railway is a point to point railroad, 400' mainline with two 
400-500 car yards at Seattle, Wash and St Paul, Minn, each having 20+ track turntables and one staging 
yard holding 300 cars.  Minimum radius, 48" with #10 turnouts. Track all hand laid on individual wooden 
ties. 100% scenery.   
Four track 12' ore dock. 
 
For pictures see: 
http://ogrforum.ogaugerr.com/topic/great-northern-railway?page=1       
Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tOb7SgZTLWA 
 
The Operating session is also listed in the NMRA MCR div 7 web site: 
https://cincy-div7.org/events.html 

 

Junk food and beverage will be available  
Thanks 
Sam Parfitt 
samparfitt@fuse.net 
8795 Goldcrest Dr 
West Chester OH, 45069 
cell: 513-378-9133 

DIVISION 7 - ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Great Northern Railway Operating Session on May 20 at 7 PM (Saturday) 

NOTE:  Contact Sam Parfitt prior to attending, in order to confirm the Operating Session. --- Ed. 

http://ogrforum.ogaugerr.com/topic/great-northern-railway?page=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tOb7SgZTLWA
https://cincy-div7.org/events.html
mailto:samparfitt@fuse.net
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As a benefit to Division 7 members, the Oil Can will offer to list free Classified Ads to allow members to sell 
railroad-related items.   A few other Divisions offer such a program.  The Board will periodically re-evaluate 
the program.  If you have items to sell, please review the Rules, and send an email to  editor@cincy-div7.org 

CLASSIFIED AD RULES: 
Item(s) must be railroad related. 
Seller must be a Member of Division 7 MCR NMRA. 
Listing description shall be 30 words or less. 
Item(s) can be displayed for a maximum of three (3) months. Oil Can Editor will assign a Listing Number that 

will include the last month of listing. (E.g., “xx-July 2015” would indicate Listing xx will be listed 
through the July 2015 Oil Can). 

Seller must list name, and either Phone Number and/or Email, so the interested Buyer can contact Seller. It 
will not be listed without them. (NOTE:  Seller agrees to allow contact information to be published in 
the Oilcan, which is published on the Internet). 

A single photo may be submitted for each listing. 
Limit of three (3) listings from same Seller at any one time. 
Seller shall email Oil Can Editor if item is sold so it can be removed from page. 
All transactions are between the Buyer and the Seller. 
Oilcan Editor reserves the right to edit listing if needed, and will notify Seller of edit prior to publication. 

DIVISION 7 - CLASSIFIED ADS 

Picture Description Price Name 
Phone, or 

 Email 
Listing No. 

  
Atlas ALCo S-2, PRR, non-dynamic, Brunswick green, 
#5927  Retail:  $62.95 

$60 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  278-Jun 23 

  
Atlas AlCo C-425, PRR, non-dynamic, Brunswick green, 
#2419 Retail:  $79.95 

$60 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  279-Jun 23 

  
Atlas ALCo RS-3, SOU, non-dynamic, green w/white stripe , 
#2137. Retail:  $59.95 

$50 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  280-Jun 23 

  
Atlas EMD FP-7, SOU, non-dynamic, black/gold/white, 
#6136. Retail:  $109.95 

$50 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  281-Jun 23 

  
Proto 2000 EMD GP18, L&N, gray w/yellow nose, #902. 
Retail:  $70.00 

$50 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  282-Jun 23 

  
Proto 2000 EMD E8, Amtrak, early arrow scheme, #288 
Retail:  $85.00.    

$50 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  283-Jun 23 

  

Proto 2000 EMD SD7, B&O, non-dynamic, blue/yellow, 
#764  Retail:  $85.00.  

$60 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  284-Jun 23 

  
Stewart GE U25B, PRR, Brunswick green, #2500 (kit)  Re-
tail:  $44.00   

$30 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  285-Jun 23 

  
Walthers FM H10-44 switcher, CNW green/yellow, #1054 
Retail: $67.50 

$50 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  286-Jun 23 

  
Walthers single-dome tank car, UTLX, black, #51803. Retail:   
$7.98 

$6 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  287-Jun 23 

mailto:editor@cincy-div7.org
mailto:jimmack6@hotmail.com
mailto:jimmack6@hotmail.com
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 by Bruce Knapp 
Knapp’s notes 

 

Bruce 

Memories 
 

Friday, April 14th, I was able to spend a delightful afternoon with my friend, Col. Pat 

Homan, USRA, Ret. It had been some time since we had the opportunity to meet 

and do lunch. We not only share a love of modeling God's country (the west), but 

we were also part the Army Reserve's 83rd ARCOM. (Now that should scare the en-

emies of our country). Friday gave us a chance to remember Pat's wife, Ellen, who 

passed away in January (Margaret had died November 6, 2017). We had an oppor-

tunity to share our favorite memories of our departed loved ones.  

 

We are both very aware, that we share this status with several other Division 7 mem-

bers, including John Shields and Kevin Orcutt. Which brings up today's topic Mem-

ories. Division 7 has had the passing of many outstanding members; Peter Weiglin 

and of course, the legendary W. Allen McClelland. Our lives are enriched by the 

memories of friends and loved ones, who have had a major impact on our lives. The 

real joy is the wonderful friendships, influences, and memories these people have 

had on our lives. I now realize I am blessed to have this wonderful organization and 

look forward to our monthly meetings. 

 

The 80% Sale? 
 

As I scanned through Facebook today I saw a dealer is having an 80% sale on sever-

al BLI locomotives. I decided to take a chance and ordered three BLI diesels and 

two BLI steam locomotives. I ended up spending a tad over $225.00 for a BLI Santa 

Fe EA b unit, a Santa Fe F-7 a&b, and 2 Santa Fe 2-8-2s. This will either be the buy 

of the decade or I have been conned, only time will tell. I will keep everyone posted. 

By the way, I really don't need any more Santa Fe motive power. See everyone at 

the next meeting.   

 

Keep 'Em Rolling, 
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                     Coming Down the Line 
Cincinnati Division 7, MCR, NMRA  

2023 Schedule 
NOTE: ALL REGULAR MEETINGS START AT 2 PM 

(Unless otherwise notified) 

  
Date            Location                          Program/Speaker           Layout Visits              Contest Topic 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 
                     

5/21   Kenton County Library       Dan Mack              Perry Simpson           Models:  Maintenance of Way  
                    Erlanger KY                   Fire Engines and Fire Stations                               Photos:  Maintenance of Way 
 
 

 

6/11  NO REGULAR MEETING—Division 7 Family Picnic/Social at Fernbank Park, Sayler Park  

               1 to 5 PM 

      Note:  Must be pre-registered to attend —— see Registration Form on Page 7 
 
 

7/9   Norwood Comm. Ctr.   Larry Goodridge                Tom Brueggeman MMR®    Models:  Non-rail Bldg. or Bridge  
               Norwood OH           Use of Color in Model RRs         Bill Bramlage             Photos:  Non-rail Bldg. or Bridge  

 

Region / National 
2023   

        

    
   5/4 - 5/7 NMRA Mid-Central Convention,  Rails to Pittsburgh             

Modeling Problems? - Ask the Modelers Aid Committee 
 

                   Bruce Knapp      (513) 941-2713 
  Sam Parfitt   (513) 378-9133 

 

  Div. 7 Hot Line ….(513) 662-RAIL 
  Div. 7 Web Site ….www.cincy-div7.org 
  MCR  Web Site ….www.midcentral-region-nmra.org 
  Mail Address …...  Cincinnati Division 7, MCR 
                                   P.O. Box 62501 
                                   Cincinnati OH  45262-0501 

Around the Division 
2022 

   

  
 
 
 
 
8/20 – 8/26 NMRA National Convention, Texas Express,  
   Grapevine, TX 

        
    5/18   7:15 pm Lebanon Modelers  -  Lebanon OH 

 

I-71/I75 

NORTH 

RiggsRd. 

Kenton Lands Rd. 

I-275 

Library 

#186 
 Next Meeting 

 

 2 PM Sunday May 21 
 

Erlanger Library 
401 Kenton Lands Rd. 

Erlanger KY 41018 
 

Directions:   
t 

From Dixie Hwy: Left on Kenton Lands Rd.  
    After Railroad track, look for Library  
    on Left. 
From I-71 / I-75:   Exit Buttermilk Pike (Exit 186) 
    West on Buttermilk Pike 
    Left onto Anderson Rd. 
    Anderson Rd. becomes Crescent Springs Rd. 
    Cross under I-75/I-75 
    Cross under I-275 
    Bear Left at Riggs Rd 
    Library is on your Right 
 

http://www.cincy-div7.org
http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org

