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Cincinnati Union Terminal - 2015 
 

 

Hurry!! Space is filling fast for our April 10 tour of Cincinnati Union Terminal! 

Reservations are required, and must be received no later than April 4!! 
 
With the passage of a sales tax issue in Hamilton County last year, funds were provided for 

the restoration of Union Terminal, for mostly structural and mechanical repairs.  
 

Repair work makes it necessary to close portions of the building, for up to 30 months. Closed 
areas will include the Cincinnati Railroad Club’s Tower A, the Cincinnati In Motion S-Scale 
Layout, as well as the Museum Center’s tours of the building.  

 
NOTE: Portions of the Cincinnati In Motion exhibit have already closed in preparation tor the 

restoration work. Because of this reduction, we anticipate further addition to the Option 2 
Tour. 
  

In April, our meeting  will take place in Tower A, and we will have a customized tour of  
C.U.T.  (some of which is seldom seen by the public!). With the Board’s consent, the tours 

are now open to Div. 7 Guests (who will pay the full cost of $30). 

 
Space is limited! Be aware that the High Steel portion involves walking up (and down) 10 

stories of steps (no elevator!) ---- but please note that there are provisions in place to allow 
participants to opt out even during the tour. 

 
In this issue, you will find information regarding this special tour. 
 

Reservations are required, and must be received no later than April 4!  
 

If you have a photo, or a useful tip, or maybe just a useful website that you would like to 
share, the Oil Can is an opportunity to share it with your fellow model railroaders. Email it to 

editor@cincy-div7.org.  

Dave 

Photo by Dave Puthoff 

mailto:editor@cincy-div7.org
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                Headlights 
Bob Shreve     

      Superintendent 

 

Bob 

Dianne Rowland and her apprentice Peter Weiglin did an excellent job spearheading the Division 7 Swap 
Meet on March 12th. There was a large crowd waiting for the gates to open. The aisles were crowded for 

most of the day. From what I saw, there were lots of happy buyers and sellers. The early financial results 

look like this could be our most successful Swap Meet ever. Thanks to Roy Hord for handling the vendor 

registrations. Randy Kerka maintains the database of addressees to receive reminder postcards. This in 
addition to the hobby shop flyers gets the word out to the public to advertise the Swap Meet. Thanks to all 

of the Division 7 members who came out on Friday afternoon to help set up the tables, worked the 

admissions tables on Saturday, and stayed to help with the cleanup on Saturday afternoon.  

 

Our April meeting will be at the Cincinnati Museum Center so we can take advantage of one of the last 

opportunities for the next several years to get a tour of the “backstage” areas of the museum. We will be 
meeting in Tower A, home of the Cincinnati Railroad Club. We’ll have a short business meeting, but we 

will not have a clinician to allow time for the tours. Because of the logistics of the access to Tower A, there 

will not be a raffle, company store, video library, or contests. The April contest categories will be used in 

June along with the categories previously announced for June. There WILL be excellent views of the 
surrounding railroad yards. You must register in advance for the tours. The deadline to sign up for one of 

the tours is April 4th. See the flyer elsewhere in this Oil Can. If you don’t want to go on one of the tours, 

you can continue to enjoy the view from Tower A, or check out some of the other attractions at the 

museum. 

 

The 2016 MCR regional convention in will be in Dublin, Ohio outside of Columbus from April 28th thru 

May 1st. They have a lot of enjoyable activities for modelers and spouses alike. You can sign up in advance 

until April 15th. After that date you can register at the convention. The deadline to make room reservations 

at the special NMRA rate at the convention hotel is April 6th. If your spouse is accompanying you to the 
convention and is planning to participate in some of the non-rail activities, be sure to sign up for them in 

advance so the convention committee can plan accordingly. The convention planners will need to be 

making their final transportation arrangements soon, so they will be planning bus sizes, etc. on the number 

of people who are signed up at that time. They might not be able to keep seats available on buses in the 
hopes there will be more people signing up at the convention, itself. 

 

The Division 7 bus trip in May is sold out, but John and Merlyn are taking names for the stand-by list. See 

the flyer in the last couple of issues of the Oil Can. 

 

While I was at the Swap Meet, I was approached by a gentleman who is seeking help with a project he is 
planning. He would like to build an N scale layout that he can then take to hospitals and orphanages to 

entertain children. He indicated he had talked to people at various hobby shops and EnterTRAINment 

Junction and found that no one was doing this type of activity. He feels that having a portable layout the 

children can operate would bring a lot of joy to their lives. I discussed this idea with the rest of the BOD at 
our meeting on March 18th. Pat Homan mentioned he has seen people in retirement homes also get a lot of 

enjoyment from activities like this. While Division 7, itself, is not at this time providing direct support to 

this project, I am spreading the word to our members in the event some of them would like to help. I 

believe he does not have a firm layout plan in mind, so there is a lot of basic requirements to work out 
(size, scale, weight, transportability, etc.) If you would like to be a part of this project, call or Email me 

and I will pass along the contact information. 

 

See you at the April meeting. 
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Second Section 
 

John Shields 
Asst. Super 

John 

There was no Division meeting in March due to the Spring Flea Market on Saturday March 12th . Hopefully everyone had a 

good time at the Flea Market and found some bargains. Based on the results shared at the BOD meeting last week, it was a 
success for the Division. Thank you to Dianne Rowland (as always) and especially as she turns over the successful model to 
Peter Weiglin to continue in coming years. [By the way, mark your calendar, next year’s Flea Market will be on Saturday 

March 11, 2017!] 
 

Our April meeting will be on April 10th. We will be meeting in Tower A at Cincinnati Union Terminal (The Cincinnati 

Museum Center), hosted by the Cincinnati Railroad Club. In lieu of the normal clinic, we will be having Museum-arranged 
tours of the Terminal. There are two options. See elsewhere in this Oil Can for a form to register for these tours. Advance 
reservations are needed by the Museum Center so contact Dave Puthoff quickly if you have not registered and want to go on 

either tour. Remember, this is the last chance to do these tours for at least two years as the levy supported restoration of the 
building will close many parts. Also, remember that you will need to pay for parking at the Museum Center if you are not a 
member if you are not a Museum Center member. 

 
Due to the length of the tours (2 hours+), we will not be having any layout tours after the meeting. Because of the access to 
Tower A being rather challenging [narrow stairs], we have decided to not have the planned model and photo contests at this 

meeting. Instead, we will have the April contests (models and photos of Maintenance of Way Equipment) at the June 
meeting along with the planned June contests. For the same reason, there will be no raffle and probably no video library at 
this meeting. All regular activities will return at the June meeting. 
 

Getting to the Museum Center is a little tricky coming north out of Kentucky. There is no northbound exit to Ezzard Charles 
Drive. So here, right from the Museum Center’s website, is how to get there off I-75 northbound: 
 

Northbound I-75/I-71 (Kentucky, Lexington, Louisville)  
 

As you cross the bridge into Ohio, get into the second lane from the left for Exit 1D, US 50 W. River Road. Once on River Road 

stay left to immediately take the Gest Street exit. At the end of the ramp turn right onto Gest Street, stay in the right lane and 

turn right at the first traffic light (Freeman Avenue /Winchell Avenue). Follow the overhead signs to Ezzard Charles Drive. At 
the light, turn left on Ezzard Charles Drive and travel straight to the Museum Center entrance. 

 
Looking ahead: From April 28 to May 1 is the Mid Central Regional Convention in Columbus. It’s not too late to register 

and attend, although some of the tours have filled up. See the Division website for a link to the convention website. 
 

There is no Division meeting in May, due to this year’s annual Bus Tour. The tour this year, the “Iron Triangle Express”,  
will visit the railfan park in Fostoria, the Allen County Museum in Lima, and three premier layouts. John Burchnall is still 

accepting “wait list” names to cover any last minute cancellations. 
 

In June, we will be at the Anderson Senior Center on Beechmont on June 12th, with a clinic presented by Gerry Albers on 

“How to Design Your Basement for Operations”. Afterwards, we will be visiting Peter Weiglin’s layout for the first time. In 
July, we will be at St Susanna Church in Mason. Our clinician will be Frank Koch with the clinic we originally had 
scheduled for April entitled  “R.I.P. – What about the trains?” You know what your collection is worth! But your spouse or 

children may not. And they don’t need the hassle of trying to avoid being “taken”. Frank will tell us how to plan ahead.   
 
In the last Oil Can, I somehow inverted the meeting locations for August and September. So the real answer is that we will 

be at Good Shepherd in Kenwood in August, with a clinic by Sam Swanson on vehicles. And in September, we will be back 
at the West Chester Library with a clinic by Ed Swain about engine facilities. One of the layout visits in September will be to 
Bob Lawson’s layout. 
 

I’m going to keep this month’s column short. Its tax season and that’s getting in the way of my modeling for the next couple 
of weeks. Oh, and there also appears to be a few basketball games going on, which just might capture some of my time too. 

But I am looking forward to more train activity in May. I’ve got my tickets for the Bus Tour, plus May is also the N Scale 
Weekend in Columbus Ohio, which my club always attends. I’ll still fit in a couple of Op sessions and actually add a couple 
in May since bowling will be over and the Friday night sessions can go back into my schedule. 

 
See you at Cincinnati Union Terminal, Tower A on the 10th.  
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Photos by Dave Puthoff 

2016 DIVISION 7 SPRING FLEA MARKET 
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2016 DIVISION 7 SPRING FLEA MARKET 

Photos by Dave Puthoff 
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                      NMRA MCR DIV. 7 

                             2015 CONTEST RESULTS 

 

 

In the March Oil Can, your Editor mis-identified the Overall Winner in the 2015 Division 7 Models 
and Photography Contest.  Jim MacKnight was the First Place Overall Winner, having finished 

with 14 points in Models, and 17 points in Photography.  

 

Final 2015 Standings: 
 

MODELS:    PHOTOGRAPHY 

Rob Gribler, MMR   35  Jim MacKnight  17  

Jim MacKnight 14  John Listermann  14 
Bob Lawson  11  Georgia Dahlberg, MMR 8 

  

To win First Place Overall, the competitor must have earned at least 3 points in each category.  

 
Congratulations to Jim, and to all the other talented Division 7 members who participated! 

JIM MACKNIGHT,  2015 First Place Overall 

 

Photo by Dave Puthoff 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOTICE OF CONDITIONS 
CINCINNATI MUSEUM CENTER AT UNION TERMINAL  

HIGH STEEL TOUR 

Caution: You must climb over 300 steps to reach the apex of the “high steel.” Several areas of steps 

are on ladders, and there are low overhangs to negotiate while ascending and descending on the 

ladders. 

Attire: Please wear slacks, sturdy shoes and washable clothes, as they may get dirty during the tour. No skirts, open-toed 

shoes, flip-flops or sandals permitted. Additionally, we reserve the right to prohibit other articles of clothing or dress 

which we may deem unsafe.   

You must be at least 12 years of age to participate in the tour.  Any guest under 18 must be accompanied by an 

adult. 

Segments of this tour may not be appropriate for people who:  

         are sensitive to heights  

         are sensitive to very warm areas  

         have heart conditions 

         have anxiety about being in dark, dusty, confined, narrow or steep places 

         have a physical condition affecting balance  

         have difficulty climbing 

         need to avoid strenuous activity because of a medical condition 

No personal items are to be brought on the tour, including but not limited to purses, cameras, cell phones, and 

flashlights.  

NO PHOTOGRAPHY IS ALLOWED. 

Lockers available on-site for $.50 each (two quarters).  If glasses are worn, please make sure they are securely fitted at 

all times. We also suggest that you not wear any hanging or loose fitting jewelry or clothing.  Cincinnati Museum Center 

cannot be held responsible for personal items that are dropped, lost or damaged during the tour.  

Your signed waiver must be received by a Cincinnati Museum Center representative prior to the tour. 

Cincinnati Museum Center Heritage Programs appreciates your attention to the above details and requests. 
(513) 287-7031 

 
1301 Western Avenue Cincinnati, Ohio 45203 (513) 287-7000 www.cincymuseum.org 
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Premium Shirt (Cornerstone)
3 button, polyester, 6.8 oz Industrial Pique Polo

Advance Orders for “Cincinnati Express” Short Sleeve Shirts

Regular Shirt (Jerzees)
2 button, 50/50 cotton/poly, 5.6 oz. Jersey Knit Polo

S, M, L, XL = $22 + tax
2XL, 3XL, 4XL = $24 + tax

Both in Royal Blue with 
pocket and new “Cincinnati 
Express” embroidered logo

S, M, L, XL = $30 + tax, 2XL = $32 + tax, 3XL = $34 + tax,
4XL = $36 + tax, 5XL = $38 + tax, 6XL = $40 + tax

Name: Phone:

Street Address:

City, State, Zip: Email:

Mail with check or money order to:

Cincinnati Division 7 Company Store
P.O. Box 76010

Highland Heights, KY  41076

Indicate Logo Side:
□ above pocket (default)

□ opposite pocket

Circle/check above the Shirt Type, Size, Price and Logo Side

Email Paul at company-store1@cincy-div7.org for shipping costs

All must add 7% sales tax to total (after shipping if needed)

Make check payable to: Cincinnati Division 7, MCR, NMRA

Ladies version available 
w/o pocket for $2 less 

Men’s Shirt Ladies Shirt

“Cincinnati Express” Long Sleeve Shirts

Men’s Shirt
Pocket w/pencil area, button down 
collar, logo on side opposite pocket, 
double back yoke, side back pleats

Men’s  S,  M,  L,  XL,  2XL,  3XL,  4XL

Teflon Coated Blue 
Generation Shirts, all in 
brilliant Royal Blue with 

“Cincinnati Express” 
embroidered logo

adjustable cuffs, 6.5 oz., 
65/35 poly/cotton, stain 

and wrinkle resistant, 
fully buttoned front, 

soft touch finish

Name: Phone:

Street Address:

City, State, Zip: Email:

Mail with check or money order to:

Cincinnati Division 7 Company Store
P.O. Box 76010

Highland Heights, KY  41076

Please circle above the Shirt Type (Men’s or Ladies) and Size

Email Paul at company-store1@cincy-div7.org for shipping costs

All must add 7% sales tax to total (after shipping if needed)

Make check payable to: Cincinnati Division 7, MCR, NMRA

Ladies  S,  M,  L,  XL,  2XL,  3XL,  4XL

Ladies Shirt
No pocket, logo on left side, spread 

collar w/o buttons, curved bottom to 
wear in or out, ladies fitted style

All shirts the same price

$32 + shipping (if needed) + 7% tax 
(7% tax on total with shipping)
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CLASSIFIED AD RULES: 
Item(s) must be railroad related. 

Seller must be a Member of Division 7 MCR NMRA. 

Listing description shall be 30 words or less. 

Item(s) can be displayed for a maximum of three (3) months. Oil Can Editor will assign a Listing Number that will 
include the last month of listing. (E.g., “xx-July 2015” would indicate Listing xx will be listed through the July 

2015 Oil Can). 

Seller must list name, and either Phone Number and/or Email, so the interested Buyer can contact Seller. It will not be 

listed without them. (NOTE:  Seller agrees to allow contact information to be published in the Oilcan, which 

is published on the Internet). 
A single photo may be submitted for each listing. 

Limit of three (3) listings from same Seller at any one time. 

Seller shall email Oil Can Editor if item is sold so it can be removed from page. 
All transactions are between the Buyer and the Seller. 

Oilcan Editor reserves the right to edit listing if needed, and will notify Seller of edit prior to publication. 
 

As a benefit to Division 7 members, the Oil Can will offer to list free Classified Ads to allow members to 
sell railroad-related items.   A few other Divisions offer such a program.  The Board has approved a trial 

of 6 months; after which the program will be re-evaluated.  If you have items to sell, please review the 

Rules, and send an email to  editor@cincy-div7.org 

DIVISION 7 - CLASSIFIED ADS 

Picture Description Price Name 
Phone, or 

 Email 
Listing No. 

  

White Styrofoam Sheets (pellet, not dense) 
Full and partial sheets up to 48" x 96",  
1" to 4" in thickness. Can arrange pick up 
in Batavia, or at O-Scale Club.  

FREE Frank Koch 
fjkoch@hotmail.com 

513-324-3781 
13-Apr-16 

  

High Ball N-scale Ballast 
Dark Gray, 1-lb bags 
  

$5 each Frank Koch 
fjkoch@hotmail.com 

513-324-3781 
14-Apr-16 

  

HO-Scale Westerfield Kit, C & O  
Modernized 70-Ton Hopper Car  
 Kit #2152 
C & O dreadnaught end.  

$25  Bill Doll 513-741-7644 15-Apr-16 

  

HO-Scale Westerfield Kit, C & O 
USRA 70-Ton Hopper Car 
 Kit #2101 

$25  Bill Doll 513-741-7644 16-Apr-16 

  
Binders, Model Railroader & Trains 
used, but good condition 

$5 each Dave Puthoff deputhoff@yahoo.com 17-Apr-16 

  

DCC Block Occupancy Detectors 
Built-in Adjustable Time-Delay-Off,  
Adjustable Sensitivity. 200 ma DC  
Open Collector & BiPolar Outputs 
with LED Indicator, 12 vdc.  
For DCC only.   

$12 each Dave Puthoff deputhoff@yahoo.com 18-Apr-16 

mailto:editor@cincy-div7.org
mailto:fjkoch@hotmail.com
mailto:fjkoch@hotmail.com
mailto:fjkoch@hotmail.com
mailto:fjkoch@hotmail.com
mailto:deputhoff@yahoo.com
mailto:deputhoff@yahoo.com
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 by Bruce Knapp 
Knapp’s notes 

Bruce 

Dianne Rowland 
This month’s Division 7 Flea Market was a huge financial success, besides being a lot of fun. I 

always enjoy getting together with other division members, share the latest gossip, and see what I 

can’t possibly live without. This year’s event was successful because of great leadership, and a 

group of dedicated volunteers. The excellent leadership was provided by Dianne Rowland, and 
her new protégée, Peter Weiglin. Dianne has spearheaded the Flea Market for the past few years 

and developed it into one of the division’s premier public events. I have thoroughly enjoyed 

working with Dianne and am very impressed with her organizational skills. Dianne will take some 

well-deserved time-off, but promises to be back for our 2018 Mid-Central Region Convention.  I 
am pleased that Peter stepped up to take over this important project, as he will continue to help it 

grow and flourish.     

 

Frank Koch 
Speaking of Division 7 MVP’s, Frank Koch is also one of those folks, who make our Division and 

the National continue to thrive. Frank serves as National Treasurer, Achievement Program Chair, 

Division Treasurer, and numerous other duties with the hobby. I was one of Frank’s customers at 

Frank’s Finer Fleas at this month’s swap meet, and can attest to his abilities as a salesperson for 
slightly used, model railroad treasures. Speaking of division treasury, Frank, can I arrange a loan 

for improvements on my layout?  

 

Division 7’s Dynamic Duo 
Seen at our Flea Market were the dynamic duo of Merlyn Jarman and Keith Corman manning a 

booth of genuine HO treasures from Merlyn’s layout. Merlyn is converting from HO to S scale, 

which promises to be an exciting change. Sadly, Merlyn originally planned to model Southern 

Pacific (a great western road), but has decided to model New York Central (a lesser known 
eastern road). The only positive thing about the NYC is it connected with the Santa Fe in Chicago.  

Getting back to the Flea Market, Merlyn was selling off all his HO items. He was quite successful 

at thinning his collection, but was unable to sell Keith; Merlyn said, “People expected to be paid 

for taking Keith.” Speaking of selling off treasures, my old buddy Don Meyer was set up with 
Perry Simson at the show, talk about another dynamic duo.  Thanks for the vehicles, Don. 

 

The Test Track 

No report about the Flea Market would be complete without mentioning Modeler’s Aid and the 
Division 7 Test Track. Sam and Nancy did their usual outstanding job of demonstrating structure 

building and detailing, while Pat Homan and I manned the test track and pontificated on 

maintenance. I try to remain modest, but Pat and I do a wonderful job of promoting the hobby. 

Not only did we do our usual fantastic job of testing, but no body or equipment was harmed 
during the show. I am glad to report the two very aggravating subjects will recover. See everyone 

at CUT in April. 

 

Keep ‘em rolling 
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Coming Down the Line 
Cincinnati Division 7, MCR, NMRA  

2016 Schedule 

NOTE: ALL REGULAR MEETINGS START AT 2 PM 

  

Date        Location                          Program/Speaker      Layout Visits       Contest Topic 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

4/10         Tower A   Custom Tour of Cincinnati Union Terminal                 None 

          Cincinnati Union Terminal                                                                                          

 

 

5/21   NO DIVISION 7 MEETING --- Division  7 “Iron Triangle Bus Tour”      None - moved to June meeting  

 

 

 

6/12   Anderson Senior Center               Gerry Albers           Peter Weiglin     April Models & Photos: MOW Equip    
 7970 Beechmont Ave.           How to Design Your                                June Models: Flat Car w/ Load 

          Basement for Operations                                   June Photo: RR Bridges & Trestles                                        

 

Region / National 
2016 

 

  4/28 - 5/1 Rails to the Capital MCR Convention  - Columbus OH 
 

   7/3-7/10  Highball to Indy National Convention - Indianapolis IN 

Modeling Problems? - Ask the Member Aid Committee 
 

Pat Homan   (513) 861-2057 

                   Bruce Knapp     (513) 941-2713  

 

  Div. 7 Hot Line ….(513) 662-RAIL 

  Div. 7 Web Site ….www.cincy-div7.org 

  MCR  Web Site ….www.midcentral-region-nmra.org 

  PO Box 43401 …... Cincinnati, OH  45243 

Around the Division 
2016 

 

            4/21       Lebanon Modelers  -  Lebanon OH 

       

 5/19       Lebanon Modelers  -  Lebanon OH 

Next Meeting 
 

 2 PM Sunday April 10 
 

Cincinnati Union Terminal 
Tower A 

1301 Western Ave.  

Cincinnati OH 45203 

 
From Downtown Cincinnati: I-75 North to Ezzard Charles Drive/

Liberty St. Exit 1H 
 

From South: I-75 to US 50 W - River Road/Linn St. Exit 1G. Take 

Gest Street Exit on left, go North to Freeman Ave., then North to Ez-
zard Charles Drive 

 
From North: I-75 to Western Ave. Exit 2A,  

   OR, I-71 South to I-75 North to Ezzard Charles Drive, Exit1H 
 

From West: I-74 East to I-75 South, to Western Ave. Exit 2A 
 

From East: I-275 West to I-471 North. Take US 50 West to I-75 North 

to Ezzard Charles Drive, Exit 1H 

   

http://www.nmra2015portland.org/
http://www.cincy-div7.org
http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org

