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Cincinnati, OH  45230 
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Trustees 

Bob Adams           (South) 
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John Burchnall    (North) 
Rick Crumrine 
Roy Hord 
Merlyn Jarman 
Randy Kerka 
John Shields          (East) 
Bob Shreve 
Pam Moleski 
 

Dave Puthoff 

859 384-0369 
513 661-2141 
513 205-6045 
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513 777-5337 
812 539-3232 
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513 561-8691 
513 473-4594 
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Oil Can Editor 
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Paul Maciulewicz 
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Roy Allan 
Brad Bove 
John Burchnall 
Merlyn Jarman 
Rick Crumrine 
Gary Ossenschmidt  
Rick Stern 
John Shields 
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Sam Parfitt 
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Kevin Orcutt 
John Burchnall 
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513 563-9370 
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Secr. 

 
Treas. 

Dave Neff 
president@midcentral-region-nmra.org 
 

Jerry Doyle 
vp@midcentral-region-nmra.org 
 

Fred Soward 
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John Shields 
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The Oil Can is a publication of Cincinnati Division 7, Mid Central Region, NMRA, Inc. 
Opinions expressed herein are the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of  
Division 7, the MCR, the NMRA, it’s officers, or it’s members.  
 

Space permitting, The Oil Can welcomes news items, articles and letters on Model        
Railroading and related topics. Deadline for submissions is generally the fifteenth of the 
month preceding the next meeting. 

 
 
 
3 - Headlights 
4 - 2nd Section 
5 - Div. 7 Comtinuity Plan 
6 - Div. 7 August Contest Results  
7 - Div. 7 Contest Themes  
9 - Div. 7 Committee Reports  
10 - Div. 7  Announcements 

Contents: 

   The Editors Corner:                                                 Dave Puthoff 

13 - Layout Visiti –Sam Swanson  
16 - Layout Visiti – Tony Michel 
19 - Div. 7  Classified Ads 
20 - Div. 7  Program Schedule 
22 - Knapp’s Notes 
24 - Down The Line 

If you have a photo, or a useful tip, or maybe just a useful 
website that you would like to share, the Oil Can is an 
opportunity to share it with your fellow model railroaders.  
Email it to editor@cincy-div7.org.  

Dave 

Cover: Scene from Tony Michel’s O-Scale Layout 

Photo by John Burchnall 

We will soon have our annual Pot Luck Digital 
Photo Show and Food Fest, at the Mt. Carmel 
American Legion Post 72. 
 
So dig out some of your favorite electronic railroad 
photos, and bring them to share at our December 
meeting.  
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
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                Headlights 
Chuck Endreola 
      Superintendent 

 

Chuck 

If you attended November’s meeting, you were introduced to a new attendance proce-
dure. We are trying out a welcoming table. In lieu of passing the attendance clipboard 
around the room, members are asked to stop by the table and check their name off. And 
if you don’t have or have forgotten your name tag, please fill out a temporary stick-on 
tag. But the core purpose of the welcoming table is exactly that. We want new members 
and guests to register and don a colored name tag. This will make it easier for you to 
identify and welcome them. This is just a small part of our revamped membership re-
cruitment and retention plan. 

Your Board of Directors will be meeting via Zoom on Wednesday December 6th at 7:00 
pm. That’s right, YOUR B.O.D. ALL members are welcome to join whether you have 
something to present to the Board or just want to audit the meeting. If interested, contact 
me, Tony Valerius, or John Burchnall for the Zoom link (see page 2 for our contact in-
fo). Instructions are easy to follow. We look forward to seeing you! 

Division 7 has been asked to participate in Kenton County Erlanger Library’s Christmas 
Wonderland event on Friday and Saturday, December 8 and 9. At our November meet-
ing, Division 7’s Community Service Chair Larry Bonhaus described our role in the 
“meet Santa” event and how the library pursued us. While waiting to see Santa, the chil-
dren, parents, grandparents and friends will be able to watch trains run on a few layouts. 
This is a two-day event, running from 4 to 8 pm on Friday and 2 to 8 pm on Saturday. 
At 3 pm on Saturday afternoon John Burchnall will share an introductory presentation 
about our wonderful hobby of model railroading. Our participation is being coordinated 
by John Shields and Larry (see their contact info on page 2). They are seeking volun-
teers to run and talk trains or to staff our NMRA Membership Booth. It is our hope that 
we add enjoyment for the attendees and use the exposure to promote model railroading 
and the NMRA. 

I want to thank the membership for their vote of confidence in Tony Valerius and my-
self by electing us to a second term. I appreciate all the support I’ve received, and I 
know Tony does as well. I look forward to the next two years, continuing my efforts in 
maintaining Division 7’s reputation as one of the best in the NMRA. 

 

“Don’t wait for people to be friendly, show them how.” --- Henry James 
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Second Section 
 

Tony Valerius 
Asst. Super 

Tony 

Well, how quickly time flies and my first term as your Assistant Superintendent is coming to 
an end. I want to thank everyone who has been of so much assistance to me in carrying out 
the duties of my office. Most of these are behind the scenes where most of you have no idea 
it is happening. Members have stepped forward in moments when I really needed some ad-
vice or assistance. That assistance was especially necessary when I was first learning the 
ropes of being your Assistant. I have come to know so many of you so much these past two 
years which I consider the greatest benefit I could receive from this experience. Chuck and I 
greatly appreciate the overwhelming vote of support given by everyone at November’s 
meeting. I look forward to continuing to serve you in this same role for the next two years.  
 
I hope many of you will take in the various local holiday model train events during the 
Christmas Season. A few of those include the Cincinnati Museum Center, Krohn Conserva-
tory, and EnterTrainment Junction model trains plus train rides like the Lebanon Railway’s 
North Pole Express event. At the Museum Center, you have the Duke Energy Holiday 
Trains plus the Carlisle & Finch of Cincinnati electric toy train which predates Lionel as the 
first electric toy train. It’s just not the holidays without trains being a part of our activities! 
 

Our November meeting was held at the Norwood Community Center in Norwood, Ohio 
where Ed Swain presented a clinic on “Coal Mines of the Middle Division.” Next April, 
we’ll get a chance to see Ed’s latest work up close as he is one of our April layouts to visit. 
Our AV team of Chris Boylan, Merlyn Jarman, and Phil Wilkin again provided us with great 
support both at the meeting and on Zoom. Our after-meeting layout tours were to the homes 
of Sam Swanson MMR® , and Tony Michel, with lots of wonderful modeling to be seen at 
both locations. Thanks to everyone for making it another great meeting day. 
 
 

Coming Up: 
  
December 10th – Our meeting will be at the Mt. Carmel American Legion Hall with our an-
nual Potluck Electronic Slides and Snackfest Celebration. Remember to bring your electron-
ic slides to share! Great food will be provided by the same caterer who has worked our last 
two June picnics and last December’s meeting. John Burchnall will again manage the slide 
shows. The model and photo contest topic will be “Box or Refrigerator Car.” Our after-
meeting layout tours will be to the homes of Dan Mack and John Listermann. 
 

January 14th – Our meeting will be at the American Legion Hall Post 194 in Mason, Ohio. 
Our clinic will be presented by Cincinnati Museum Staff on the “Planning & Construction 
of Cincinnati Union Terminal.” Our after-meeting layout tours will be to the homes of Bob 
Chapman and the late Ron Gribler, MMR®  (courtesy of grandson Chris Shackleton). 
 
 

Happy Modeling! 



5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 5 

If you are interested in volunteering to back-up any of these open  
positions, please contact Chuck Endreola or the "Present Holder"  
for a description of duties.  
 
Both New, and Veteran members are encouraged to become active       
in Division operations. Participation is rewarding! 

LEADERSHIP CONTINUITY PLAN STATUS 

POSITION Present Holder Back Up(s) 

Treasurer Frank Koch John Shields 

Bank Access Frank Koch Roy Hord 

Achievement Program Frank Koch Roy Allan  

Secretary Bruce Knapp Tony Valerius 

Membership John Shields Mike Tener 

Oil Can Editor Dave Puthoff open 

Webmaster John Burchnall David Lamb 

Regulations Editor Mike Brestel/Frank Koch John Burchnall 

Raffle Russ Poynter Chuck Endreola 

Publicity Merlyn Jarman Randy Kerka 

Email Notices Bob Shreve open 

Social Media Chair Pam Moleski Nancy Windes 

Registrar Roy Hord open 

Fall Show Chair Rick Crumrine open 

Spring Flea Market Gary Ossenschmidt open 

Table Sales/Floor Plan Roy Hord open 

Street Signs Distributor John Burchnall open 

Contest Chair Roy Allan John Listermann 

Car Projects Paul Maciulewicz open 

Community Service Larry Bonhaus open 

Company Store Paul Musselman open 

Video Library Gary Orcutt open 

Modelers Aid Bruce Knapp/Sam Parfitt open 

A/V Meeting Operators - several - open 
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DIVISION 7 - COMMITTEE REPORTS 
December 2023 

Superintendent (Chuck Endreola): As a member in good standing of Division 7, you have the opportunity 

to attend BOD (Board of Directors) meetings. You may voice your opinion and/or introduce new ideas and sugges-

tions. At this time, the BOD meets via Zoom. The meetings are held each quarter, and each has a different 
Zoom link.  The next meeting is December 6. Contact Tony Valerius, John Burchnall or me each time and we'll 
gladly email you the link. Hope to see you there.   

Recruitment and Retention  (John Shields): The “latest” information from National (as of November 1) 
shows our current count is 213. 
 

We have six new members to welcome this month.  
 

 Tom Hutchins added a family membership to his individual membership. 
 

 David Esposito of Batavia OH 
 

 Matthew Lawson of Colerain Township 
 

 Justin Leiwig of Middletown OH 
 

 Gary Held of Florence KY 
 

 Richard O’Brien of Felicity OH 
 

Thank you to the 8 people who chose to renew their memberships last month.  
 

I am looking for more volunteers to man the membership booth at the Erlanger Library event on December 8 and 9 (just be-
fore our monthly meeting in December on the 10th). If you would like information, or know you can help, email me. 
 

John Shields 
Qcngineers@aol.com 
513-561-8691 
 

MCR Report (John Shields):  No report this month 

National Report (Frank Koch / Pam Moleski):  No report this month  

Achievement Program  (Frank Koch):  See Photos in this issue   

Car Projects  (Paul Maciulewicz):  See the Car Project Announcement elsewhere in this Oil Can 

Oil Can (Dave Puthoff):  Submissions for the January Oil Can are due by December 22. 

Monthly Raffle (Russ Poynter): No report this month  

Community Service (Larry Bonhaus):  No report this month   

Modelers Aid  (Bruce Knapp / Sam Parfitt):  No report this month  

Fall Train Show (Rick Crumrine):   No report this month   

Spring Flea Market   Gary Ossenschmidt / Roy Hord):  No report this month 

Operations Activities (Rick Stern): No report this month 

Facebook Page (Pam Moleski): No report this month 

Web Site (John Burchnall): No report this month 

Video Library  (Kevin Orcutt):  No report this month 

mailto:Qcngineers@aol.com
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DIVISION 7 - ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Robert Kress earns NMRA Certificate of Achivement—Master Builder Structures 

Photo by John Burchnall 

I had a hard time finding a source here in the Cincinnati area for USG Hydrocal 

white gypsum cement. If you’re not familiar with it, it’s an alternative to regular 

plaster of paris and is used (mostly) for basic landforms and rock castings, etc. 

Through persistence, I found that Star Building Materials (on Symmes Road) in 

Fairfield has 50 lb bags of it in their inventory for $26.45. 

Paul Maciulewicz 

Local source for Hydrocal Plaster 
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Cincinnati Division 7’s Car Project Committee is pleased to announce the availability of our latest, 
limited-edition car project! 

Using Accurail’s 2200 Series ACF 2-Bay Covered Hopper as the basis, we are offering it in a Nor-
folk & Western repaint scheme. 

These cars are N&W class HC-46 and are from an original batch of fifty built in 1966 by ACF and 
were painted in the Round Herald paint scheme. 

Sometime subsequent to that some cars went through a general maintenance program where they 
were repainted in the block N&W livery. Photos were found showing that at least three of these 
cars (road numbers 170753, 170768 and 170794) were reweighed at some later date because that 
area is “patched out” on the car with the new data displayed. Those same photos place these three 
cars as being in service in 1992 and 2004! It is these three, highly unique, road numbers that Cin-
cinnati Division 7 is now offering for sale. 

As with all Accurail cars, they are in kit form only. 

Pricing is $25 per car, or a 3-car set at $70. Shipping (via USPS Priority) is $9.20 for one car and 
$16.25 for two to three cars.  

Ohio residents, please add 7.8% sales tax on the total price of the kits and the shipping and 
handling fee.  
 
I received these cars the week of 9/12.  Heritage and purchasing details are posted on our Division 
7 web site.  

You can also send me a check or money order in US dollars, payable to Cincinnati Division 7, 
MCR, NMRA, to: 

Cincinnati Division 7 Car Projects 

c/o Paul Maciulewicz 

9151 Congress Court 

West Chester, Ohio 45069 

DIVISION 7 - ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Division 7 Car Project (Limited Edition!)  
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GNRW ops is on the 3rd W/E  Saturday.   
 
Pizza at 6:30-7:00.   
Please email if attending. 
 
NEW POLICY: 
Since there’s not a lot to do outside our homes related to railroading, those who wish to have a ‘one-on-
one’ or with own friends to operate the layout during the month, please email or call.   
Being retired, I spend the bulk of my time in the basement so visitors are always welcomed. Thanks.  
  
NEW PROJECTS: 
Installed decoders in several more engines.   A selection of 100 engines can now be done. 
 
Mission Statement:  Main theme of my railroad (besides modeling the Great Northern Railway): 
when building the railroad, I wanted to model mainline running with big time steam and 'scale 
like' trains of 25-45 cars on single track mainline with passing sidings.  
 
USUAL STATS: 
Time: 1938. All steam and electrics. The GN railway is a point to point railroad, 400' mainline with two 
400-500 car yards at Seattle, Wash and St Paul, Minn, each having 20+ track turntables and one staging 
yard holding 300 cars.  Minimum radius, 48" with #10 turnouts. Track all hand laid on individual wooden 
ties. 100% scenery.   
Four track 12' ore dock. 
 
For pictures see: 
http://ogrforum.ogaugerr.com/topic/great-northern-railway?page=1       
Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tOb7SgZTLWA 
 
The Operating session is also listed in the NMRA MCR div 7 web site: 
https://cincy-div7.org/events.html 

 

Junk food and beverage will be available  
Thanks 
Sam Parfitt 
samparfitt@fuse.net 
8795 Goldcrest Dr 
West Chester OH, 45069 
cell: 513-378-9133 

DIVISION 7 - ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Great Northern Railway Operating Session on December 16 at 7 PM (Saturday) 

 
NOTE:  Contact Sam Parfitt prior to attending, in order to confirm the Operating Session. --- Ed. 

http://ogrforum.ogaugerr.com/topic/great-northern-railway?page=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tOb7SgZTLWA
https://cincy-div7.org/events.html
mailto:samparfitt@fuse.net
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Photos by Sam Parfitt 

LAYOUT VISIT to Sam Swanson’s Layouts 
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Photos by Sam Parfitt 

LAYOUT VISIT to Sam Swanson’s Layouts 



15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 15 

Photos by John Burchnall 

LAYOUT VISIT to Sam Swanson’s Layouts 
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 16 Photos by John Burchnall 

LAYOUT VISIT to Tony Michel’s O-Scale Layout 
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LAYOUT VISIT to Tony Michel’s O-Scale Layout 

Photos by John Burchnall 
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LAYOUT VISIT to Tony Michel’s O-Scale Layout 

Photos by John Burchnall 
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As a benefit to Division 7 members, the Oil Can will offer to list free Classified Ads to allow members to sell 
railroad-related items.   A few other Divisions offer such a program.  The Board will periodically re-evaluate 
the program.  If you have items to sell, please review the Rules, and send an email to  editor@cincy-div7.org 

CLASSIFIED AD RULES: 
Item(s) must be railroad related. 
Seller must be a Member of Division 7 MCR NMRA. 
Listing description shall be 30 words or less. 
Item(s) can be displayed for a maximum of three (3) months. Oil Can Editor will assign a Listing Number that 

will include the last month of listing. (E.g., “xx-July 2015” would indicate Listing xx will be listed 
through the July 2015 Oil Can). 

Seller must list name, and either Phone Number and/or Email, so the interested Buyer can contact Seller. It 
will not be listed without them. (NOTE:  Seller agrees to allow contact information to be published in 
the Oilcan, which is published on the Internet). 

A single photo may be submitted for each listing. 
Limit of three (3) listings from same Seller at any one time. 
Seller shall email Oil Can Editor if item is sold so it can be removed from page. 
All transactions are between the Buyer and the Seller. 
Oilcan Editor reserves the right to edit listing if needed, and will notify Seller of edit prior to publication. 

DIVISION 7 - CLASSIFIED ADS 

Picture Description Price Name 
Phone, or 

 Email 
Listing No. 

  
Athearn EMD SD40-2, undec, dynamic brakes  Retail:  
$32.50 $15 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  288-Sep 23 

  
Athearn EMD GP40-2, undec, dynamic brakes 
Retail:  $33.00 $15 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  289-Sep 23 

  
Athearn FM H24-66 Trainmaster, PRR, powered, Brunswick 
green, #8704 Retail:  $27.50  $15 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  290-Sep 23 

  
Atlas ALCo C-424, PRR, non-dynamic, Brunswick green, 
#2415 Retail:   $79.95 $50 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  291-Sep 23 

  
Proto 2000 EMD GP18, B&O, w/dynamic, blue w/yellow 
stripe, #6599 Retail:   $80.00 $50 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  292-Sep 23 

  
Proto 2000 EMD SD7 phase II, B&O, non-dynamic, blue w/
yellow stripe, #1830 Retail:   $100.00 
   

$55 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  293-Sep 23 

  

Proto 2000 EMD SD7, B&O, non-dynamic, blue w/yellow 
stripe, #763 Retail:   $85.00 
  

$55 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  294-Sep 23 

  
Stewart GE U25B, phase IV, PRR, Brunswick green, #2651 
Retail:   $69.95 $50 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  295-Sep 23 

  
American Model Builders 2-story farmhouse, laser-cut bass-
wood Retail:   $42.95 $30 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  296-Sep 23 

  
Detail Assoc NP ACF 2970 cf, 2-bay covered hopper, #75075 
(flat kit) Retail:  $17.50 $10 Jim MacKnight jimmack6@hotmail.com  297-Sep 23 

  
Crossing Signal Detector & Flasher Circuit - 12 volts DC. 
With 2 HO Crossing Signals.  Ebay price is $39 $33 Dave Puthoff parkdale111@yahoo.com 298-Feb 24 

mailto:editor@cincy-div7.org
mailto:jimmack6@hotmail.com
mailto:jimmack6@hotmail.com
mailto:parkdale111@yahoo.com
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 by Bruce Knapp 
Knapp’s notes 

 

Bruce 

I am back again 
 

Again, I have been missing from our last two issues of the Oil Can, as, (A) I have 

had some progression of my Parkinson's and (B) This is a very busy time for my 

many musical activities. The Cincinnati Metropolitan Orchestra and The New Hori-

zon Concert Band have holiday programs, and our Annual TubaChristmas is return-

ing to Newport on the Levy. I suspect I will be very busy preparing for these won-

derful events.  
 

Our last two meetings were excellent and our annual train show was easily one of 

our best. I need to thank Zach Riggins, Russ Poynter, and John Burchnall for their 

valuable assistance. The test track ran very well until the MRC throttle for the AC 

power gave up. On a very positive note, the rebuild of the DC and DCC portion of 

the test track worked flawlessly for the show. Now we have to replace the AC con-

troller for the Flea Market. I really had a great time at the show and appreciated eve-

ryone's contributions.  
 

Well now I have returned and it's time to get back to my Raton Pass project. There is 

so much left to do, I am not sure where to begin. I am starting to organize my huge 

collection of motive power and rolling stock. I soon realized I have far more 2-8-2's, 

and F units then I can ever use. I was planning on using Dan Miller to assist in the 

disposal of all the extra items, but Dan has passed away, so I am looking for another 

source. Anyone need some Santa Fe power? I am beginning to realize that age and 

Parkinson's are going to really slow down my progress, and probably will have a 

very negative impact on any further development. As one of my college profs stated, 

“Old age isn't for sissies.” 
 

Russ does it again 
 

Russ Poynter, our outstanding Raffle Chair, did another outstanding job with our 

November raffle. Besides the normal wonderful array of prizes, he somehow man-

aged to make sure I won the book on West Virginia Logging Power. Of course, John 

Burchnall questioned the event’s honesty. What??... the raffle being crooked?? 

See you at our next meeting; save your money for the raffle!  
 

Keep 'Em Rolling,  
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                     Coming Down the Line 
Cincinnati Division 7, MCR, NMRA  

2023-2024  Schedule 
NOTE: ALL REGULAR MEETINGS START AT 2 PM 

(Unless otherwise notified) 

  
Date            Location                          Program/Speaker           Layout Visits              Contest Topic 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 
          

  

12/10   Mt. Carmel Amer. Legion    Potluck Electronic Slides    John Listermann     Models:  Box or Refrig. Car  
                    Mt. Carmel OH       & Annual Snackfest           Dan Mack      Photos:  Box or Refrig. Car  
 
 
 

 1/14   Mason American Legion   Cinti. Museum Ctr.Staff      Ron Gribler MMR®     Models:  Caboose, or EOT Car  
                    Mason OH    Planning & Constuction of CUT   Bob Chapman      Photos:  Caboose, or EOT Car  
 
 
 

 
2/4   Dunham Recreation Center           Bob Frankrone             Jerry Strangarity    Models:  Hopper or Gondola Car  
                    Cincinnati OH       Add Scene in 15 Easy Steps   Keith Corman          Photos:  Hopper or Gondola Car  

Region / National 
2024  

        

    
 

Modeling Problems? - Ask the Modelers Aid Committee 
 

                   Bruce Knapp      (513) 941-2713 
  Sam Parfitt   (513) 378-9133 

 

  Div. 7 Hot Line ….(513) 662-RAIL 
  Div. 7 Web Site ….www.cincy-div7.org 
  MCR  Web Site ….www.midcentral-region-nmra.org 
  Mail Address …...  Cincinnati Division 7, MCR 
                                   P.O. Box 62501 
                                   Cincinnati OH  45262-0501 

Around the Division 
2022 

  
 
 
  5/16-5/19, 2024 NMRA Mid-Central Region Convention,   
    North Coast Limited, Cleveland, OH.   
 

  8/4-8/11, 2024 NMRA National Convention,  
                        Surfliner National at Long Beach, CA    

     12/14   7:15 pm Lebanon Modelers  -  Lebanon OH 
     

 

Next Meeting 
 

 2 PM Sunday December 10 

Mt. Carmel 
American Legion Post 72 
497 B Old State Route 74 

Cincinnati OH 45244 
 
 

Directions:   
t 

From I-275, take  Exit 63B 
Then State Route 32 West 
Turn Left onto Mt.Carmel Tobasco  Rd. 
Turn Left onto Old Stste Route 74 

Hall is on your left 
 

From Route 32 West, take Old State Route 74 
Hall is on your right 

 
NOTE: Some GPS devices may incorrectly 
locate the address as “Outside” of  I-275.  
The correct location is “Inside” of I-275, 
toward  Anderson Twp./ Mt. Washington  

http://www.cincy-div7.org
http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org

