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The Editor’s Corner Don Phillips

Well, John and Merlyn did it again, another greap twith
something for everyone. You may not be aware, oit
Amtrak’s Beech Grove facility and the Irwin Inn@N very few
visitors yet alone tours. Somehow, we wound up ve@gicorte
tours at both. Throw in some great layouts, a visit to Jol
favorite ice cream store (they didn’t have “Moogacks’) and i
made for quite a trip. The icing on the cake formogever, was
chance to see Ron Lane’s “Mann’s Creek Railway’iragd’'ve
had the greatlpasure of being invited several times in the pad
each time is like the first one all over again. Yamly have to wal
in and glance around to understand why he getsttthpse MMF
initials behind his name. As some layouts go g all that bi
but what it lacks in size, it more than makes upifodetail an
character.

Ron spent something like 20 years researching,ognaphing
measuring, and getting to know the people in tiea.aFrom wh:
I've been able to determine, not only are moshat all the
buildings on his layout a model replica of the oré, but Ron ca
even tell you the names of the occupants and éwvagytabou
them probably down to the name of their dog. Thaultewas
very popular book and a great layout.

Of coarse, lie fact that it's narrow gauge just makes it thacr
greater.
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The Qil Can is a publication of Cincinnati Division 7, Mid Ceat Region, NMRA, Inc.
Opinions expressed herein are the authors and danecessarily reflect the opinion of
Division 7, the MCR, the NMRA, it's officers, dsitnembers.

Space permittingThe Oil Can welcomes news items, articles and letters on MBddt
roading and related topics. Deadline for submissi@generally the fifteenth of the month
preceding the next meeting.

The Cover

It's Monday afternoon, August 1, 1928 in West Virgis New
River Gorge, and Cooper’s Mill is temporarily quiatith the
millwheel water diverted. Old Mr. Cooper himselisson the steps
waiting for Milton Lawrence to get there with hisual Monday
pickup load of buckwheat to grind. The flour is tiiesd for those
scrumptious pancakes his wife Gertrude whips uptleir large
family in Clifftop.

This scene is just one of the many vignettes ofal*rdife

on Ron Lane’s highly detailed depiction of the ManiCreek
Railway territory, based on photographs in hiskboo -

“West Virginia Narrow Gauge—Mann’s Creek Railway”

The HO scale model of the mill was built over 5@ngeago, in April
1961, from an article in Model Trains by E.L.Moore.

Editor’'s note: Regretfully, Ron’s Mann’s Creek baslout of print.
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HEADLIGHTS

Randy Kerka

Superintendent

Miss a little... miss a lot!

If you chose not to join us on the recent Beechv&rBxpress Bus trip...you sadly missed, in my hui
opinion, the undisputeBEST prototype tour of a lifetime! | know Bruce Knapyll likely expand on oL
experiences but suffice it to say it was a firgssitrip. A new and heightened appreciation of thetrak
System was agreed on by all the fortunate attendégswill be talking about this trip for a longyrig time.
can’'t wait to see what the team of John Burchnadl slerlyn Jarman will come up with in 2012 to toyst

The excitement builds as we near Summer.

You know me... | get excited about most things. Bam excited to be returning on Jun&)fo the Hyde Pal
Community Methodist Church for a clinic froome of the truly exceptional modelers in our Diersi Bot
Bartizek. And then in July we will be hosted in TawA at CUT with a presentation by our friends &
Cincinnati Railroad Club. Check out the next saliemonths elsewhere in this Oil Can ar the informatio
boards at the next meeting.

We are looking for your input

We need some help here. As you have probably ntitednonthly Modeling Contest has suffered frook laf
participation as of late. Two, one or even NO eathrea contest mas it... well, not a contest. The Model
Contest is a Division 7 “tradition” that must noé lallowed to wither away. | applaud Jack Laubis
determination to “Hang in there” as he implores rhemship each month to enter the contests. Busdane
reason... most of you are just not entering! Whip&? We reallyant to know?

Any ideas from the membership would be appreciateticonsidered with the goal being to encouragerg
participation. Bring ‘N’ Brag seems popular, bubwid interest rema as high if it became an every mc
thing? AP Judging has been suggested, but thatvib@upossible only once or twice a year and depéardel
on the availability of qualified NMRA Judges. Ahet suggestion has been “Open Category Month”; &
entrants bring in ANY model they want to go headwead with everyone else.

| challenge each of you to think about this andhthet hesitate to email me r&ierka001@gmail.corwith any
and all suggestions and any ideas you may have.

The MCR Regional Convention

A few weeks ago, the Rails of Ages Regional Coneanteld at Geneva-On-THeake was the place to be.
fair number of our Division members made the fivmihtrip east of Cleveland for a fun few daysnoode
railroading. If you have never been to a “Reginplan on attending the 2012 “Highline to Pittsiit
convention in Pittsburgh, PA on April ZBB. The Regional “experience” is way cheaper thdNational” bu
just as much fu! More info athttp://www.highlinetopittsburgh.org/

There is an abundance of rail lines leading inttsBitrgh; the Norfolk Southern, CSX, Bessemer & LEkie
Railroad, Union Railroad, Pittsburgh & Ohio CentRailroad, Turtle Creek Railroad, Wheeling & Lake |
Railway, Allegheny Valley Railroad, and the Buffalod Pittsburgh Railroad. Pittsburgh also hastahiston
of smoke, steel, coal, freight, and passengercrvi

See you soon, RW
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» SECOND SECTION

Bob Shreve
Asst. Super

About 45 people rode the Beech Grove Express tamagholis on May 14, John Burchnall and Merl
Jarman did an excellent job planning the day’svédes. They even managed to schedule the rain srsts
occur during the time we were on the bus betw&eps. Congratulations John and Merlyn on a jelh @one

| have been able to attend several of the LebandnnEeetings recently. The meetings are usuallyttind
Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm at the Resurnedtitheran Church on North Broadwakhe models tf
attendees have been bringing in for the show aldate quite impressive. At the May meeting, D
Campbell gave a overview of his scratch buildinghteques using paper cardstock and other forr
cardboard. | am hoping to get Doug to give a clatione of our full meetings next year.

Remember the June meeting at Hyde Park Community Uted Methodist Church has been moved up
week to June ™. This change is noted on all of the published sclesdBob Bartizek will present a clil
entitled “Designing Interesting Layout OperationdBob’s presentation shows various layouts wherba
operated and details some of the switching operatiound. This clinic was very well received w
presented at the 2009 Division 2 Jamboree itsiirgh. After the meeting, Pat Homan and Sam Saer.
will have their layouts open for visitors.

In July, we will switch our attention to prototypailroads. The Cincinnati Railroad Club has offevedth
opportunity to hold a meeting in Tower A in Cinnati Union Terminal. The CRRC members will gia
presentation on the history of Tower A. Please tlwae there is one stairway you will need to clitolreacl
Tower A. This stairway and limited space in TowewA probably force a limited presencg the Divisior
7 company store at this meetirgote the July meeting is 1 week later (July 1% than our usual 2
Sunday schedule due to the National Convention fromuly 3" through the 9".

In August, we will be in Kenwood at the Good Shepheuthean Church. Ed Swain will present a clinic
Background Buildings.

That's it for this month. See you dnne 5".

Bolr

CINCINNATI MODEL RAILROAD CLUB
Operating Session Open to NMRA Members by Frank Koch

The Cincinnati Model Railroad Club (Harmony LodgeSpring Grove Village) will host the first of seaé
periodic open operating sessions on Thursday, IGrfeom 7-10 pm. This operating session is opeanty
NMRA member. We will have an orientation sessimmt 6:30-7:00 pm and will start operating at 7 gm.

We can handle 10-12 operators as yardmasters, emgirof freight, locals and passenger trains, apd a
dispatcher (if you want the challenge!) Our mermsbeill be there to provide encouragement and asgist
We have an NCE system (radio and plug-in), so bairtigrottle if you feel more comfortable with yoown
but it is not necessary. We also have FRS/GMR®sddr communication, bring your own if you wiskiVe
would like to get an idea of how many operators| voié present, so sign-up with Frank Koch|at
flkoch@hotmail.conto indicate your intent to participate. This opirg session is in addition to our regufar
first Thursday operating sessions that run 2-5 pchae also open to visiting operators.
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Using Aluminum Foil as a Modeling Medium
By Georgia W. Dahlberg, P.E.

In 2009, | was privileged to attend a Pacific Sewgbt Regional clinic put on by Bob Mitchell in L¥&gas
Although the clinic was about the use of mirrorstbe model railroadsome of the clinic centered around u
aluminum foil in various aspects. Bob showed howntale tunnel liners out of crumpled aluminum foitrhec
over a foam mold in the shape of the inside oframéli The outside of the aluminum is then coveréti & thir
layer of resin for stiffness. | use Alumilite sugsastic resin mix spread thinly on the outsidenfie. The inside
sprayed with primer and a bit of black to represgnbke on the roof of the tunnel. The nice thinghos method i
that theliner is light enough to be easily removed forckranaintenance and can be anchored down simply
duct or masking tape. It looks as good as plastandl inserts but is quickly made and can be mediifo be use
in circular tunnel trackage. It cam lzut in half lengthwise and one half permaneatighored and the remova
side attached by tape along the top and the battige.

A trick | use to keep things clean on mydalyinvolves aluminum foil also. . | had made a m@ain shape t
tying lath pieces together at the top of my helixaton an umbrella shape for my mountaintop. | agplardboat
strips over the lath and used sheets of cheapdiginiinum foil on top of that to protect the rugmy layout floo
from drips when applyig Woodland Scenics Plaster cloth as the mountaitace. This also helps spread v
light there is inside the helix mountain. The fodn also be used as a cheap masking barrier whetingathe
backdrop or plastering the scenery right near yagkdrop.

| did have a disagreement with Bob on theafssrumpled aluminum foil as a mold for rock cagsnl think
have used the method successfully. | do mix intptasck castings for interest. | have also useésl itethod t
reinforce foam prake boards around the edge of my layout. The keyeadient is the type of plaster. | found
can buy Hydrocal and Hydrostone at Star Buildingévials on Symmes road just off Route 4 north ofglel Jims
The price is about the same.... $16 for 50 lilgéirocal and $32 for 100 Ib of Hydrostone. Theetiéince is in tr
strength. Hydrocal crushes at 5000 psi where Hydnescrushes at 10,000 psi. That's about 1/3 tlength o
low-grade structural steel! I'm on my second bagHydrostone. Mix the plasr in small batches and us
relatively stiff mix. Plop into a crumpled piece foil and press on several layers of previouslywgetand drie
plaster cloth. Apply in separate areas and evdgtapbly between the stripped plaster castings.afdsvwai 1C
minutes and until you can feel the heat of hydrabefore stripping off the foil. Sometimes the faill peal ofi
with ease but it depends on how acutely you crudhfiie foil. | tend to crumple the foil in a semraléel mannel
Foil that doesn’tear off can be quickly removed with a steel bruSéts of 3 large and 3 small steel, brass
bristle brushes can be had at Harbor Freight feersé dollars. If you get to the casting beforeeilly sets har
you can carve parallel lines using the large sieekrass bristle brush.

Another foil use | found was in making treAthough this is mostly for larger scales, | haéw gigantic 6-
foot diameter Sequoia tree stumps on my HO layadiscovered this method by managing to killatpd Rubbe
tree plant with too much care. After pulling theras out to clear the pot for a cactus garden,itedthe fine bat
patterns on the dead stems when poised over theelesget. |, of course, put them away for later. lidatel
wrapped aase of the stem with thin foil and rubbed it witly thumb to get the pattern into the foil. Afteinss
experimentation, | found using 2” squares of fodrieed well for stump forms. | wrap the foil arouthe stem ar
when the pattern is formed, gentlpwrap and set the foil aside. When you have a doeeon, mix a small batch
Hydrostone. Fill the wrap with plaster, roll it sked and plant root side down on the workbenchyoTre foil cai
be glued at the edges and spray with primer andrbpmirt. Thin tree pieces with no natural root structcae b
inserted in a hole made in your scenery and a spualtile of plaster used to make the roots. I've alse
Woodland Scenics tree armatures to make a roatrsyspreading thru the plaster basefoun the stump. A bit «
excess foil at the broken end of the stump alsoesmi@akgood representation of bark left over frorotted faller
tree.
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Beech Grove Express
May 14th, 2011

...-...-mif_ e
The very latest in paper towel dispensers

Photo by Burton Meyer
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Beech Grove Express

Amtrak

Beech
Grove

Maint.
Facility

Jim Canter’s
Proto-48 O Layout
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Beech Grove Express
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Beech Grove Express
Ron Lane’s Mann’s Creek Railway

June, 2011 9



/[/-06‘/0/( &‘ /Ezab‘ f/‘ﬂ/f( pﬂl( :f’ #/?f(d/(d& Don Phillips

Warther Museum

Many of you are familiar with the Warther MuseumDwver, Ohio which features hand carved tr
made in ivory and ebony. Each year the Museum’sélr@lub features a “Signature Tour”. This yeat
tour consists of two separate nine-day sectionsfeaidires thdrains of Colorado. Each fully escorte
tour features trains such as tharango Silverton and theCumbres Toltecamong othersThe tour als
features quality places to stay such as the “Clifuse” at Pikes Peak and the “Wineu@try Inn” a
Grand Junction. Each tour sells for $1995 per pedsuble plus airfare. This year's dates are Augllst
through the 1% for tour one and August $@hrough the 28 for tour two. Mark Warther, President of

Museum, advises that the museum will pay Divisio100.00 commissioror each member tr
travels with them. If you would like more informaiti about the tours go teww.warthertravel.com

If you do go on the tour, when you make yaeservations, be sure to let them know you’re
Division 7, MCR, NMRA.

May 2011 Car Project Report

Jim MacKnight

The final 39 Virginian & Ohio 7@en hoppers were sold during April and the firselwef May, bringini
the total sold to 307 kits. Sales totaled $5,24i#h a net income of $2,028. The return on invest
was 75% for this relatively small car project. @urentory turn over was just under 7 months.

Thirty-one Allegheny Midland hoppers were sold during Aprid the first week of May, bringing t
total sold to 497, with sales of $8,217 and geiggaa net mcome of $2,427. We have 10 AM |
remaining in inventory plus 90 AM car bodies (kitere converted to V&O kits and sold). We
continue to sell AM kits to customers who buy othres kits, as most AM hopper kits sold since Oct
were to customers who had also purchased V&O hdptser

The Board of Directors is expected to select a camproject for 2011 during the June meeting.

Clinics at Tim's Trains

Tim Cook advises that the clinics at Tim’ Trainglafobbies that were cancelled because of the
construction in the area will be starting up agsow that the construction is winding up. The clanwill
start in mid to &te June. The topics will include DCC, decoderaihstion, kit bashing and weatheri
For dates and times, gowowv.timstrainsand hobbies@fuse.net or call the store.
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» KNAPP'S NOTES

What Write About?
| am faced with a major case of writer’s block; myse hasn’t sent any of its usual “celestial irgns. | coul
do a humorous article poking fun at some of my @ss$es; problem is; they tend to poke back. In,fBet Homa
soundsa little like the Godfather. | could do anothep tdown memory lane, but my memory isn’t quite wh
used to be. | could report on the progress of mgpiR&®ass layout, if there was any. So here | gt wiblanl
screen on my computer.

Bruce Knapp

New Products

| see that Walther's latest passenger train offewill be the Santa Fe, doubdieck El Capitan. Like all Walthe
latest passenger trains, the cars look great angl éveceptional detail, Mike has offered to staserging the ca
as they are is®d; the temptation is almost too much to pas§bp.main problem for me is that this train wa
introduced until the mid 1950’s, so is too contenapy for my 1951 era Raton Pass layout. | may stiller th
set and put them on display. Accordinghe model railroad press, Atlas, Kato, and Bachnamenissuing son
really nice items in N scale. N scale has blossosiade the early Rapido sets of the 1960’s. Thaildahc
operational capabilities of the latest productseyeal in every way to tharger scales. N scale certainly has
to offer the modeler of the current railroad sceméow you ask, “Why don’t you switch™? | have a 5@Qea
collection of Santa Fe HO, but I can still enjoghong.

Our Beechgrove Express

A tip of the hat to dhn Burchnall and Merlyn Jarman for another wondetfip. Our visit to Amtrak’
Beechgrove Shops was one of my most memorabletppat@xperiences. Our guides were outstanding a
got an in-depth look at Amtrak’s maintenance openat | walked awawith a new appreciation of Amtrak
also had my appreciation for my colleagues in Davis7 reinforced. | was proud to be a part of oas,th
participants were an outstanding representatioNMRA and Cincinnati Division 7. John Burchnall ahdvent
on some tours at Anaheim where the participante werembarrassment. You all were fantastic! Thdoks an
Merlyn for another outstanding tour; | can’t waitdee how you will top this year.

Keep ‘em rolling!

agruce (;% {’"ﬁ]’]’

Lebanon Subdivision Report

Bob Chapman

The May Lebanon Subdivision meeting was attended®ynodel rails. Four current and finished mody
efforts were presented from layout progress onva @a30 pike to a series of kitbashed passenger Ban
Doug Campbell, interim Pastor of the church, presg@a minielinic On scratch building using card stock
common household items. The common comment heard fhe group was, “I could do that!” The nor
cookies, coffee, and fruit punch was supplementil fine lasagna, which was a hit with those whalrit
had a chance to eat dinner before the meeting.

The June meeting will be held on the third Thursdaghe month at Resurrection Lutheran Church onth
Broadway, starting at 7:30 pm. All are enaged to bring a modeling project in work or finidite share wit
the group. Plans will also be presented for the&& Daphetid layout tribute to be built over themmer an
early fall, to debut at the Cincinnati Model RR $him October. Come joithe group for a good time. W
knows...someone just may present the solution to detimg problem that has been slowing down yourresfo
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Next Reqular Meeting

2 PM Sunday June 5
@
Hyde Park Community
United Methodist Church
1345 Grace Ave. Cincinnati, OH 45208

%

Directions

Erie Ave

From I-71 South take Ridge Rd. south to Erie AvanTu [
right and go west to Grace Ave. Turn left and galsou

to 1345 on your right. N
From I-71 North take Observatory Ave. east to Grace %)
Hyde Park Commmunity United Methodist Church %,

Ave. Turn right and go south to 1345 on your right/ 1345 Grace Avemie, Gincinnati Ohio 45208 w

©

m |

Observatory Ave

331
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Coming Down the Line
Cincinnati Division 7, MCR, NMRA 2011 Schedule

NOTE: ALL REGULAR MEETINGS START AT 2 PM

Date Location Program/Speaker Layout Visit Contest Topic
June 5 Hyde Park Community Bob Bartizek Pat Homan Models:  On-line Dioramas
United Methodist “Designing interesting Sam Swanson Photos: Rolling Stock
Church Layout Operations” w/Grafitt
June 16 Resurrection Church _ .
Lebanon, OH Div. 7 Sub Meeting None Show & Tell
Extra 2011 West . .
July 3 Sacramento, CA NMRA National Cﬁg"ﬁﬂgm Convention
Convention y Competition
July 17 Cincinnati Union “History of Tower A” TBD Models: Flat Cars or Gons.
Terminal CRRC ) .
Photos: Servicing Facilities
Around the Region National
6/18 Bradford Train Show Bradfo@H 6/21-25 National Garden RR Conv. Overland P8
6/25-26 Railfest ayon, OH 6/22-24 National N Gauge Conv. Hershey, PA
8/13 Summerfest CUT Cincinp@H 7/3-9 National NMRA Conv. Sacramerid,
9/18 All Trains Flea Mrkt. Greerngjl OH 7/3-9 National S Gauge Conv. Sacramedo
10/02 Model RR Show & Swap Troy, OH 9/7-10  National Narrow Gauge Hickory, NC
11/5-6  Dayton Train Show Dayton, OH 9/21-24 National O Scale Conv. IndianapdN
11/13 Train & Toy Show Dalton, OH
Modeling Problems ? Member Aid Committee Div. 7 Hot Line  (513) 662-RAIL
Pat Homan (513) 861-2057 Div. 7 Web Site  www.cincy-div7.org
Bruce Knapp (513) 941-2713 MCR Web Site www.midcentral-region-nmra.org.
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