
Meriam Linder  Homer, Alaska USA

Even as I embrace modern materials, I 
favor Ice Age era bone and ivory, marvel 
at ancient artifacts, and am cowed by the 
timescale of gemstones.  I seek out and 
integrate these treasures—originating in 
nature, enhanced by time, interpreted and 
adapted by people.
By bringing together the past and present, 
near and far, I hope to inspire new con-
nections and understanding. continued--



I delight in the lifestyle and 
art traditions of indigenous 
Alaskans, and also explore 
and assimilate other styles 
and cultures.  I enjoy the 
journey of discovery as I 
forge my own traditions.

At “the end of the road” in 
Homer, Alaska, I live life 
at a virtual crossroads.  I 
can enjoy a quiet, isolated 
lifestyle while participating 
in a vibrant, diverse com-
munity of artists and world 
explorers. 
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continued on reverse

Amethyst brings serenity and calm, enhances one’s ability 
to assimilate new ideas, and assists during meditation.  It 
also gives strength and mental stability, balancing one’s 
physical, emotional  and intellectual states.
Ranging in color from palest lavender to deepest violet, 
amethyst is transparent crystalline quartz colored by 

Amethyst SiO2 (silicon dioxide)
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naturally radiated iron.
Amethyst’s royal purple color has long been treasured by monarchs 
both secular and religious.  Dionysus—the Greek god of wine—
lends amethyst the power to protect from drunkenness and 
counteract poison.  Medieval Europeans were protected in battle 
by amethyst, and Tibetan Buddhists favor it as a sacred material for 
prayer beads.



continued on reverse

Antlers are thought to connect the animal to higher 
energies. Wearing antler reminds us how powerful it is 
to be of gentle demeanor, to exert keen observation and 
sensitivity, and to be in tune with nature.
Antlers—bony structures on the heads of male moose, 
caribou/reindeer, etc—are unique to the deer family. 
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Antler Ca5(PO4)3(OH) (hydroxylapatite) intermixed with collagen
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Unlike horns, antlers are shed and re-grown every year.  While 
growing, the vascularized antler cools the animal.  The mature 
antler is used for rutting demonstrations, then shed, to be re-grown 
larger in the next year.  Antler is typically brown with a white, 
cream or purplish interior.  Weathering can turn them white, grey, 
pink or green.  
Shed antlers have been collected by craftspeople since Neolithic 
times to make tools, weapons, ornaments, and toys.



continued on reverse

Aquamarine symbolizes happiness and everlasting youth.  
The treasure of mermaids, aquamarine keeps sailors safe 
at sea.  
Aquamarine is a blue-green, transparent variety of the 
mineral beryl.  Iron gives aquamarine its color, which 
ranges from the faintest pale blue to deep sea-blue.  It 
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Aquamarine Be3Al2(SiO3)6  (beryllium aluminium cyclosilicate)
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is typical for aquamarine to exhibit a light, greenish shimmer, or 
schiller.     
Particularly strong when immersed in water, aquamarine was 
dedicated to a number of sea goddesses, including the Greek love 
goddess, Aphrodite.  Greek sailors wore aquamarines as amulets to 
please the sea god Neptune (or Poseidon). The Ancient Sumerians, 
Egyptians, and Hebrews also admired and valued aquamarine 
greatly.
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Gentle and calming blue lace agate brings tranquility, 
relieving anger and nervousness.  This “stone of 
communication” assists public speaking and stuttering. 
Agates (a form of chalcedony) are banded forms of 
cryptocrystalline quartz, formed in concentric layers.  
Each agate forms in a cavity, often as a round nodule, 

Blue Lace Agate SiO2 (silicon dioxide)
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with concentric patterns like the rings of a tree trunk. Blue lace 
agate is an opaque, light blue stone with delicate, translucent white 
and blue striping.  Traces of copper salts create the blue color.
Blue lace agate was discovered in the 1950’s on a farm in Namibia, 
Africa.  Realizing the beauty and value of his find, owner George 
Swanson began mining and marketing the stone.  Almost all the 
blue lace agate in the world still comes from the vicinity of that 
farm, though deposits have also been found in Nebraska. 



continued on reverse

Carnelian is traditionally believed to help purify the blood 
and relieve menstrual cramps.  It is also thought to be a 
treatment for infertility or rekindling sexual passion.
Carnelian (a form of chalcedony) is an orange-red variety 
of cryptocrystalline quartz.  This translucent stone is very 
tough and hard, due to the interlocking microcrystals of C
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quartz.  The red color originates from impurities of iron oxide in 
the stone.  Traditionally, the natural color is enhanced through 
heat-treating or proprietary dyeing techniques.
Carnelian has been carved for cameos and other ornamental 
purposes since at least 5500 BCE in the Indus River Valley.  The 
Ancient Romans favored carnelian for signet rings when imprinting 
wax.  Ancient Egyptians placed carved carnelian amulets with 
mummies to ensure safe passage and rebirth in the afterlife.



continued on reverse

Ivory’s warm and soothing presence dissipates restlessness, 
anxiety and moodiness.
Ivory refers to certain animal teeth or tusks that are 
made primarily of dentine.  It is an opaque to translucent 
material, creamy-white to tan in color (also changing color 
through mineralization), and may have a waxy surface 
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Ivory (Ca,Mg)5(PO4)3(F,OH)  (apatite) intermixed with collagen
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or a high polish.  The use of ancient ivory, such as walrus teeth/
tusks colored by age (“fossilized”) or tusks of the extinct woolly 
mammoth does not impact current animal populations. 
Humans fashioned both decorative and functional items from ivory 
and bone at least 50,000 years ago, and engravings on mammoth 
tusks are widely considered the earliest known figurative art.  
The Inuit have always utilized ivory for tools, toys and personal 
ornamentation, substituting prevalent ivory for scarce wood.



continued on reverse

Associated with water, moonstone protects those at sea.  
This “Traveler’s Stone” also protects travelers at night, 
especially during New Moon phases.
Moonstone is comprised of two intermingled feldspars 
(orthoclase and albite).  As the mineral forms, the two join 
in alternating layers. When light falls between these thin, M
o
o
n

st
o
n

eMoonstone (Na,K)AlSi3O8 (sodium potassium aluminum silicate)
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flat layers it scatters, producing a visual effect called adularescence. 
This milky luster glows beneath the surface, and resembles the 
reflection of moonlight on water.
Ancient Romans believed that moonstone was formed of solidified 
beams of moonlight.  It is associated with the moon, magic and 
dreams in many cultures.  In Asia and Europe the stone was 
associated with love and fidelity and was often worn when trying to 
attract a faithful lover. 
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Pearls are long-standing symbols of purity, chastity and 
feminine charm.  The Greeks believed that wearing pearls 
would promote marital bliss.
Pearls are organic gems, created by certain mollusks to 
isolate and abate irritants such as parasites or injured 
tissues. “Cultured” pearls grow in farmed mollusks—
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Pearl CaCO3(calcium carbonate), proteins and water
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usually freshwater mussels.  The unique luster of pearls is created 
when light bounces through the many translucent layers of the 
pearl. Pearls vary in color from white to pink, brown, yellow, green, 
blue, purple or black, or can be dyed.
Pearls have been worn in the Middle East since 3500 BCE.  Early 
Chinese myths told of pearls falling from the sky when dragons 
fought.  Traditionally, pearls were found (rarely) by deep-water 
divers, making them one of the most valuable gems.



continued on reverse

Some athletes carry sodalite in the belief that it prolongs 
physical endurance.  Sodalite is said to enhance 
communication skills, foster wisdom and promote trust.  
It is sometimes known as the “Stone of Truth.”
Sodalite is a feldspathic mineral, known for its royal 
blue color.  It can also vary in color from green and S
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grey to pinkish violet, usually with white veins and patches.  It is 
typically opaque, but the rarer crystal forms may be translucent or 
transparent.
Although first discovered in 1806 in Greenland, sodalite was not 
commonly recognized as an ornamental stone until 1891 when vast 
deposits of fine material were discovered in Ontario, Canada.
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This glorious blue gem opens the connection between sea 
and heaven, enhancing mental and spiritual clarity while 
promoting kindness, wisdom and understanding.
A secondary mineral, turquoise forms through the 
weathering action of water and oxygen on aluminum-rich 
rocks containing apatite and copper minerals.  The opaque T
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eTurquoise CuAl6(PO4)4(OH)8 4H2O 
           (hydrated copper aluminum phosphate)
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gem ranges in color from green and blue-green to the most valuable 
sky-blue or robin’s-egg blue.
Turquoise has been mined in Egypt since at least 3000 BCE.  In 
Europe and the Middle East, it was worn as a talisman of protection 
or for material success.  In Tibet and North America, turquoise has 
always been considered sacred and adorns many ceremonial and 
religious objects.
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Through the millennia, seafarers have told tales of 
mermaids.  These mythical creatures—considered to be 
alluring sirens or ocean guardians—appear in the cultures 
of coastal peoples around the world.  Modern thought 
links these mermaid traditions to sightings of sirenians, 
those chubby mammals of the sea: dugongs, manatees and 
the extinct Steller’s sea cow.

Mermaid Bone™ extinct Steller’s sea cow rib bone
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This Steller’s sea cow rib bone has been colored by age and 
mineralization.  Like the other sirenians, the Steller’s sea cow lived 
in shallow coastal waters, subsisting on a vegetable diet of algae and 
kelp. Alaskan Eskimos collect bones of sea cows hunted by their 
ancestors hundreds of years ago.
Russian explorer Vitus Bering and ship’s naturalist Georg Steller 
encountered the sea cow in 1741.  By 1768, fur hunters had eaten 
these slow-moving, docile animals into extinction.  


