Maths Department

Here are some of the postcards that we have sent home to our pupils to recognise their
dedication to their learning:
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We have also been able to celebrate the success of our year 10 pupils who took part in the
UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge earlier this year. It is such an achievement to be
awarded a certificate in this and we were so proud to receive so many. Special
congratulations for Harry Braithwaite and Alex Green who were awarded the best in school
certificates.
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We have also heard that the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge which was scheduled for April
30t will take place later in the year which is something for our year 8 pupils to look forward
to!

As a department, we have tried to set a variety of engaging tasks that will challenge our
pupils so that they can continue to make excellent progress in maths. Here are some
snapshots from each of our teachers about what they have been doing with their classes.



Students have been accessing video clips explaining how to do skills and then practising
these with a mixture of paper based questions and online tasks.

Further exam style practise has also been used with the ‘Aiming at Grade ...." booklets the
students were given before the lockdown.
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| am so proud of our students for the way they have risen to this challenge and shown the
strength of character to succeed. ~ Ms Ducey

Since the schools have closed my students have been focused on their maths from the
word go. | have been extremely impressed at how hard they have been working and the
quality of the work that they have produced. They have been resilient and asked for help
when they've needed it and adapted well to a completely new way of working. It's been a
steep learning curve for everyone.

| can't thank the army of mums and dads that must be learning with their children enough.
They couldn't do it without you and neither could I! Its been busy!

Year 7 have done some work on Algebra and Experimental Probability.

Year 8 have looked at probability and percentages.

Year 9 have looked at sketching quadratic graphs, harder factorising, completing the square,
using the quadratic formula plus a unit of work on Surds!

Year 10 have finished a unit of work involving finding the mean, median and mode from
Grouped frequency tables, a unit of work on fractions of amounts and a unit on
experimental probability.

Year 11 have been doing Exam questions!

| have tried to keep to a normal a lesson structure as possible and tried to strike a balance
between computer based study and exercise books. | think its working.

| think we can all agree that home learning is no substitute for being at school but we have
to keep ourselves safe and do the best we can.



I have included some snippets of work so you can see what you've all been up to!
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I and my family are fit and well and it has been a relief for me to see that my students are
safe and well too. Until we are back at school, keep yourselves safe, keep up with your
maths and work as hard as you have been doing. No one can ask for more! | miss you all
loads!

See you soon.
Simon Gladwin

During these very difficult times, it has been a challenge for us all, as parents, teachers and
students alike. However, | must say that the majority of my classes and students have really
shone.

I, as their teacher, fully appreciate that mathematics is just one subject of many that the
pupils have to study and all subjects are all setting work to do.

| have tried to manage the mathematics that the students do with recapping topics already
covered and some new areas.

Teaching new topics is always difficult, without an actual teacher present, as lots of pupils
require additional guidance to fully grasp the topic but they are all taking on this fantastic
challenge!

Teaching through a laptop is always difficult, and learning on your own is also challenging,
but when we all get to school and normality | will have only praise and admiration for all of
my classes. They have taken on this challenge and managed their online learning superbly
well.

I miss all of my classes terribly and | look forward to the day when we can all be together
again in my lovely air conditioned room!

Stay safe and look after yourself and each other.



Mr Norris

I've set a variety of work for pupils, from Hegarty Maths tutorials and question sheets,
through powerpoint theory and practice to more-open investigative projects. |

t's easiest to set skill based to develop their base-level abilities and Hegarty provides a great
option for teaching and learning practice. I'm trying to stick mainly to those topics as it is
easier to manage, support and assess understanding.

For lower year groups | have set some more challenging task. One group finished school
mid-way through constructions so we had to try and finish that off:

The year 10 top sets have done some excellent work with Indices and Surds lately too.



I've currently got a year 7 and year 9 group investigating the Mathematically-formed artwork
from global cultures and looking at the transformations and symmetry occurring there.

I've also done a couple of email based QnA sessions with two year 10 top set classes. That
worked really well (chose the audience well) and they asked some great questions about
moving forwards and supporting their learning independently.

Take care and | will see you soon.
Mr Curry

It has been heartwarming to see that during these difficult times, the pupils in my classes
have shown their determination to succeed. | cannot begin to describe how impressed | am
with their work ethic and the quality of work that they are turning in.

In my year 7 classes, we have been looking at writing and simplifying ratios and theoretical
probability. Pupils have done a mixture of hegarty maths tasks and online worksheets as
well as completing quizzes and end of topic assessments to aid their retrieval of key
information.



My year 8 classes have been looking at direct and inverse proportion, calculating with
decimals, listing outcomes and finding missing angles.

My year 9 classes have been building on their previous learning by looking at the equations
of straight lines and also complex substitution. They created posters of their learning to aid
their revision before their end of topic test.
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Year 10 have been looking at sequences such as the Fibonacci sequence and geometric
progressions. In addition to this, they have also been looking at complex ratio problems
such as combing two ratios and writing ratios in the form 1:n.
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ve been practising exam questions just as they would have done if they were at

school. They have also been revising key topics.
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I am missing all of my pupils hugely and | cannot wait until we are back at school so that |
can see you all again. Please stay safe and keep on working as hard as you have been. | am

so proud of how well you’re doing.

Take care,
Mrs Taylor



