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O.T.T.S. President’s Message 

We’ve had a few nice days of weather and I was able to get out detecting a couple of 

times and enjoy not being drenched for once. I spend a fair amount of time researching 

places to detect and find it more difficult to find new locations to explore. How are you 

doing at this? I have a few old maps and books about history of Portland and Vancouver. 

Use Google Maps, Google Earth and Historical Aerials as well as the GIS system here in 

Clark County. Using these tools I have located a few “out of the way parks” that once 

contained an old homestead or building. Last year I dug some really cool telephone insu-

lators from one of these locations and on another spot found some military buttons. You 

have to be creative to find new spots. Good luck in your quest to find new locations. 

Last month Diane and were absent from our regular meeting as we had traveled to Leav-

enworth, WA. For our anniversary (we met there). We had just left our house and were 

traveling north on I-5, heading to Tacoma to turn East. At milepost 82 on I-5, I was in the 

fast lane and suddenly noticed a deer jumping the median of the freeway into our lane. 

The deer hit the side of the car in front of us and ended up directly broadside at the front 

of my truck at about 65mph. I had started to slow down but there was nothing I could do. 

We hit that deer in the fast lane with a loud crash, and as traffic around us started to slow 

down I worked my way to the slow lane and finally off the freeway to the median. Traffic 

was flying by, it was narrow and I got out and did a quick inspection of the front of my 

truck. It was heavily damaged and my parking sensors were sounding off. I got back on 

the road and made it to the next exit (4 miles) and both Diane and I looked over the dam-

age and determined we could continue on. We thanked 

God we were in a large truck and not our Mini Cooper as 

that deer would probably have gone through our wind-

shield rather than under our truck. I guess my point is that 

you just never know what will happen next.  Not to men-

tion that there are a lot of crazy drivers out there. Be safe 

and always be aware of your surroundings.  

 

Sincerely, 

President Scott H 

Announcements 

Next Meeting: 

Tuesday, May 23rd, 2023 

Setup starts at 6:00 p.m. 

Meeting starts at: 7:00 p.m. 

Meeting location: 

American Legion Post 1 

1830 S.E. 122nd Ave. 

Portland, OR 97233 
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Meeting Minutes 

Minutes for meeting April 25, 2023 

Meeting was called to order at 7pm by President Scott H. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and the offic-

ers and at large board members were introduced. The meeting was attended by 32 members and 1 guest 

(Richard S.).  Scott noted the start of the latest raffle of an 1983 1 Sovereign Gold coin which the winner will 

be drawn at the club picnic in July. Scott also reported about a couple incidents of confrontation by park em-

ployees and how to deal with these encounters.  Also reported was tonight’s program by Bill B. on Tokens. 

The minutes of the last meeting were published on the website, at this time a motion was made, seconded, and 

the meeting minutes were accepted by the membership. The Treasurers report was read by Don with a current 

balance of $2604.30 in our account. At this time a motion was made, seconded, and the treasurer’s report was 

accepted by the membership. April birthdays were announced. Happy birthday to Scott J., Sandy S., Mike M., 

and Ashley W.  No tokens were turned in.  Maggie F. won the member draw and received a 1941 Walking 

Liberty half dollar. The Progressive draw was won by Paul S. and he took home 1 silver dollars. There will be 

$1 silver added to the kitty for May. Ryan gave a club hunt recap that was held at Columbia Park which was 

attended by 22 hunters. Congratulations to Harold V. for a first place win at the hunt with a great find of a la-

dies gold ring among many other items. Ryan also reported that the next Club hunt will be April 30th. See the 

web site calendar for the location to meet for the club hunt. And let’s thank Sherrie B., Kirk E., Larry W., Ron 

and Kathy B., and Laura S for bringing snacks in tonight. Wow we had a lot of snacks. I hope I didn’t leave 

anyone out. Next month Ron and Kathy B. will be providing snacks for our May meeting.   

Program: 

Bill B. presented a program, discussion and display of tokens he has found in his adventures of collecting and 

detecting these wonderful pieces of history. Bills display of rare tokens was enjoyed by all. Especially inter-

esting were the Oregon tokens and some rare examples from local towns and establishments. Bill is always 

available for questions about your finds so contact him through the club for information or questions. Thanks 

Bill for a great display and discussion.  

Old Business 

Some mention was made in regards to the upcoming picnic. Scott suggested you get your entry form turned in 

so we can determine the number of people coming to the picnic for coordination of food and other necessities. 

It was noted we have the majority of coinage for the picnic hunt but as always the club will happily take dona-

tions of silver, foreign and domestic coins to include in the picnic activities.  

Other Meeting Information: 

Ongoing club fundraisers and charitable contributions include a monthly can food/money drive for 

the needy. Cans with deposits and washed pennies are collected each month. The money is used for 

club activities. Clean pull tabs are collected and donated for scrap metal. 
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Rooster Rock Picnic 

 

UPDATE: OTTS 20th Annual Picnic and Seeded Hunt - Sunday, July 9th 2023 at Rooster 

Rock State Park.  

 

The date for our event is fast approaching and in the last few months we've received a lot of 

great prize donations from club members and vendors alike. 

Nokta, Garret, XP, Predator Tools, Dans Lanyards, Steves Detector Rods, NW Detectors, Ore-

gon MDS, Prospectors Treasure Trove, Detector Warehouse, Portland Gold Prospectors, & 

American Digger Magazine have all come through or promised their support for our great or-

ganization, so be sure to return the favor when you get a chance.   

But please remember the most important part of this event is your participation, and one of the 

most helpful things you can do is to sign-up early and volunteer a little of your time to help 

out (There's a checkbox on the sign-up form to volunteer).  

Meanwhile we're still accepting donations for prizes of merchandise, precious metals and col-

lectible coins, so if you've got something special in mind that you know other's would appreci-

ate we'd love to have it on the prize table.  

 

Thanks 

Lee Hahn, OTTS Picnic Chair 
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Meeting Raffle Results 

Coins for Next Meeting Raffle: 

To Be Determined 
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Winners: 

Gold Coin 

1/10 oz. Gold Eagle  Jackee 

 

Silver  

2022 Elizabbeth II    Ron B. 

2020 Elizabbeth II   Jeff S. 

1881 Morgan dollar  Sherrie B. 

1922 Peace dollar   Scott J. 

1991 Korean Silver dollar Mike 

1986 Ellis Island dollar  Larry W. 

1982 George Wa. ½ dollar Tim S. 

 

Mystery Envelopes 

#1 1780 Archid Avst Dux Larry W. 

#2 1943 Florin Australis  Ashley W. 

#3 1964 Canada Proof set Jackee A. 

#4 250th Ann. Geo WA. ½ dollar 

     Steve E. 



Pic’s are of actual coin. (7.323 grams of gold con-

OTTS Raffle 
1983 British (one) Sovereign 

Tickets $1 each or 6 for $5 

Drawing held at the OTTS Picnic, July 9th. 2023 
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Find of the Month Results—April 2023 

Find of the Month Entry Form: 

Located on the O.T.T.S. website: https://ottsclub.org/files. The form contains category classification infor-

mation, rules, and an entry form to compete in the Find of the Month competition, held during most monthly 

meetings. 

Item of the Month 

Place Name  Item 

1 Ryan P  3 Ringer 

2 Kirk E  Pot Pipe 

3 Jackee A Oregon Plastic Pin 

US Coin 

Place Name  Item 

1 Ryan P  1908 Barber Dime 

2 Jackee A 1964 D Rosie 

3  Scott J  1963 D Dime 

Foreign Coin 

Place Name  Item 

1 Jackee A 1870 Japan 10 Sen 

2 Harold V Kuwaiti 10 Fils 

2 Scott J  1980 Canadian Cent 

Token 

Place Name  Item 

1 Willy A  Cigar Token 

2 Ryan P  Whitetail Deer Collectors Medal 

3 Jackee A 1933 Ed Friedrich Token 

Gold Item 

Place Name  Item 

1 Harold V 18kt ring w 3 diamonds 

Silver Item 

Place Name  Item 

1 Jackee A Sterling “J” ring 

2 Scott J  .925 ring w Garnet 

3 Harold V Big Silver Earring 

Jewelry 

Place Name  Item 

1 Bill B  Indian Earring w Agates 

1 Scott J  Heart Necklace 

2 Kirk E  Memorial Cufflink 

Artifact 

Place Name  Item 

1 Willy A  Ornate Key 

2 Jackee A Vintage 18kt HGF Ring 

3 Harold V 1960 Studebaker Lark 

Oldest US Coin 

Place Name  Item 

1 Jackee A 1890 V Nickel 

2 Ryan P  1899 S Barber Dime 

3 Willy A  1915 S Wheat cent 

Most Valuable US Coin 

Place Name  Item 

1 Willly A 1915 S Barber Half 

2 Jackee A 1899 Barber Dime 

3 Ryan P  1902 S Barber Dime 

Display 

Place Name 

1 Scott J 

2 Jackee A 

3 Ryan P 

3 Bill B 

Best of the Best 

Name  Item 

Harold V 18kt ring w 3 diamonds 
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2023 Detectorist of the Year 

Standings 

Place Name  Points 

1 Ryan P  90 

2 Jackee A 88 

3 Scott J  73 

4 Harold V 53 

5 Kirk E  53 

6 Bill B  49 

7 Scott H 39 

8 Lee H  26 

9 Tim S  19 

10 Willy A 15 

11 Ron B  13 

12 Tom S  12 

13 Laura S 9 

14 Ed V  2 

15 Chuck P 1 
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O.T.T.S. Monthly Club Hunt 

 April 30th 2023  Location:  Clinton City Park, Franklin High School, Atkinson Elementary School 

General Information: None 

Historical Information: Acquired in 1948, Clinton Park is named after Clinton Street which abuts the park. 

Clinton Street is named for a popular pioneer minister, the Rev. Clinton Kelly. Kelly's brother, the Rev. Albert 

Kelly, has a park in southwest Portland as his namesake (Albert Kelly Park). Founded in 1914, Franklin is 

Portland's fourth high school. 



Club Hunt Details 

Hunt Results: 21 members and 4 guests turned out for the club hunt. Hidden on the day were 10 regular 

club tokens, three special tokens, two grab bag tokens, and 1 white zinc penny token good for a hat. There 

was a new challenge for members to participate in as well. Hunt Master Ryan gave one member the oppor-

tunity to “prove they know their machine” and they were given a red flag. Once and only once during the 

club hunt they would have an opportunity to mark a signal they believe is a dime. If they dig it up and it is a 

dime (witnessed by the Hunt Master or another member) they win a silver dime at count out. If they are 

wrong, they lose out because you only get one chance. Ryan randomly drew member names and Mike was 

given the flag for the day, and witnessed by Scott, planted the flag and then dug up a dime. Well done! 

 

For natural finds in the park, the club did great. Ron found a 14k men’s wedding band which wasn’t very 

far from where he parked. Willy found a 1959 silver Washington quarter. Jeff, Harold, Lee, Steve and Laura 

found silver jewelry. Laura also found the oldest coin on the day, a 1936 wheat penny. 

 

At count out, Ashley claimed a silver quarter for finding the new special token. The other two special to-

kens were not found and Ryan recovered them. Lee got to try the grab bag, getting five seconds to reach in 

and pull out a prize. He pulled out a plastic token in a cardboard flip, better luck next time! Club members 

only turned in 2 of the 10 club tokens good for a silver dime each. The remaining tokens are still in the park 

and good for a silver dime at any club meeting. Allisyn found the white zinc penny good for a hat and won 

a black Deus hat. The trash derby item was a pull tab, and Harold won a silver dime for his astonishing total 

of 32 collected on the day. The pull tabs will be donated to the American Legion. 

 

For the membership drawings, Allisyn and Jerry both won Franklin half dollars. Ashley won a Washington 

quarter. There was an extra member draw due to Willy finding a silver coin, and as fate would have it, Wil-

ly’s number was drawn and she won a Mercury dime. 

 

The next club hunt will again feature two special tokens worth a silver quarter, 

and a special token good for a 1948 Swiss 2 Franc donated by Ed. 
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The top 6 winners: 

1) Willy A 110.5 points 

2) Harold V 106.9 points 

3) Jeff S 87 points 

4) Lee H 77 points 

5) Ron B 72 points 

Total clad found: $35.05 

Trash collected: 24 lbs.  

Next Club Hunt:  Ryan will be hosting the next club hunt on 

Saturday, May 27th. The meeting location is TBD, check the 

club calendar for updates. We will be using normal hours (8am 

- 12pm) so plan on being at the meeting spot by 7:30 am. 

Year to Date Trash collected: 109 lbs 

All Hunts Trash collected: 1,183 lbs.  
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Submitted by Willy A 

A surprise find 
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Club Member’s Experiences continued 
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Submitted by Ron B and Ryan P 

Club Hunt Pictures 
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Submitted by Ryan P 

Barber trio this month, two from Portland parks and one from a holly orchard up in the Puget Sound area. I 

get really excited anytime a Barber comes out or any 1800s coin for that matter! My goal this year was two 

Barber coins, now it’s all icing on the cake!  
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Submitted by Jackee A 

The 1899 barber Dime was my first SURFACE silver! My favorite find is an 1870 Japan 10 Sen which is 

80% silver 
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Submitted by Harold V 

I thought I was doing well when I found this. 10 minutes 

later Willy found that Barber Half. Oh well…. 

Deus 2 finds another silver ring, 

Deus 2 also found this piece of iron. VDI 95. 

It loves it’s iron signals. 

Thought I had another big gold ring. Only 

Golb this time. 

A couple of coin spills. 

One more silver ring for the road. 
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Upcoming Event 
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Upcoming Event continued 
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Upcoming Events (continued) 
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Upcoming Events (continued) 
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Upcoming Events (continued) 
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Upcoming Events (continued) 
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Oregon Treasure Trail Society History 

The Oregon Treasure Trail Society (O.T.T.S.) was formed in 1982. It was started by five avid hobbyists who 

each put $5 into the kitty and declared themselves an official club. They set out to provide an organization 

that would unite people together with the same interest in metal detecting, whether it be coin and token 

huning, relics hunting, or simply a passion for finding interesting treasures of the past. 

O.T.T.S. Club Meeting Location 

Come and see us in person by attending one of our meetings. Club meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of 

each month. 

American Legion Lodge located at: 

1830 S.E. 122nd Ave. Portland, OR 97233 

Web Link to O.T.T.S. Location: 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1830+SE+122nd+Ave,+Portland,+OR+97233/@45.5103612,-

122.539511,787m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x5495a194bdcdf261:0xff6c9ba5d829687d!8m2!

3d45.5103575!4d-122.5373223?hl=en 
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Club Code of Ethics 

• I will respect Private property and will not trespass without the land owner’s permission. 

• I will not destroy property, buildings or what is left of ghost towns and deserted structures. 

• I will not litter, always pack out what I take in and remove all trash dug in my search. 

• I will leave all gates and other accesses to land as found. 

• I will appreciate and protect our heritage of national resources, wildlife, and private property. 

• I will use thoughtfulness, consideration and courtesy at all times. 

• I will abide by all laws ordinances or regulations that may govern my search, or the area I will be in. 

• I will fill all holes, regardless how remote the location, and never dig in a way that will damage, be damag-

ing to, or kill any vegetation. 

• I will report the discovery of items of significant historical value to a local historian or museum in accord-

ance with the latest legislation. 

• I will be an ambassador for the metal detecting hobby. I will be polite and informative to those who inquire 

about my hobby. I will be an ambassador of my pastime. 

• I will not misrepresent as to how and when an article was acquired. 

Club Officers 

President: Scott H  e-mail: gpawscott@icloud.com 

Vice President: Tim S 

Secretary: Diane H 

Treasurer: Don S 

At Large Board Members: Rick P, Ron B 

In Kind board member: Ryan P 

Club e-mail address: oregontreasuretrailsociety@gmail.com 

Extracurricular Positions 

Website Editors: Jerry H, Harold V  Newsletter Editor: Harold V 

Find of the Month Team: Jerry H, Laura A. 

Club Hunts: Matthew N, Ryan P  Forms Support: Sue F 

Raffles: Kathy B    Challenge Token: 


