
Dyslexia Is Real
And Must Really Be Addressed!



Introductions
Join Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon for a 

Discussion about Dyslexia

On Tuesday October 23rd at 6:30 p.m.

At P.S. 133 William A. Butler School

610 Baltic Street at 4th Avenue



Why Dyslexia 
Legislation?
Just Ask A Dyslexic Person!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bDkD1FVc2Q


Defining dyslexia
S. Res. 576 (2016)

Whereas dyslexia is--

(1) defined as an unexpected difficulty in reading for an individual who has the intelligence to be 

a much better reader; and

(2) most commonly due to a difficulty in phonological processing (the appreciation of the 

individual sounds of spoken language), which affects the ability of an individual to speak, read, 

spell, and often, learn a second language; . . .



Defining dyslexia
Dyslexia is a specific, language-based learning disability which is characterized by difficulties with:

 i) Accurate and/or fluent word recognition

ii) Spelling and decoding

iii) Verbal memory and processing speed

Secondary consequences may include:

i) problems in reading comprehension

ii) reduced reading experience

iii) negative self-concept and decreased motivation

Courtesy of Carolyn Strom, Ph.D.



 



What Does The Science Say?
The Reading Brain
● Two decades of study have defined a left 

hemisphere reading network that supports 
normal reading. 

● Adults and children with disordered reading 
show altered activation of these regions 
during reading and reading-related tasks, and 
disrupted functional connectivity of these 
circuits at rest. 

● 3 studies suggest this network is present at 
age 5, before onset of reading instruction.

● Another shows connectivity in this network in 
INFANCY is associated with expressive 
language.

Courtesy of Amy Margolis, Ph.D.



Neuroscience as Applied to Learning to Read: Brain Imaging and Cortical 
Networks Involved in Reading

Spoken language 
networks (orange and 
green) are a fundamental 
part of the reading circuit

Figure from S. Dehaene, 
Reading in the Brain (2009)

Brain circuitry inherited 
from our primate evolution 
can be co-opted to task of 
recognizing words

Once 
BUILT…Automatic!





 
● Prevalence of including more children in 

general education classes  – every 
teacher will have a dyslexic kid or 5 in 
her/his class! Many will go unidentified 
until it is too late and they will continue 
to struggle with reading.

● Reduces the number of kids who will 
need intensive individualized instruction. 



Goals Promoted by the Dyslexia Guidance 
Memorandum Law
● Accurate Diagnosis “Dyslexia” -  More Specific Than Learning 

Disability Classification

● Targeted Treatment

● Early Intervention



Why Is This Important?
● ACCURATE DIAGNOSIS:

Access to psychological treatment and Educational Intervention and 
Accommodations

● EARLIER DIAGNOSIS:

Early intervention leads to better outcomes

● TARGETED TREATMENT:

Focused Instruction (Scope And Sequence) Produces Best Outcomes



Specific Provisions of the Law
● Use the words Dyslexia, Dysgraphia, Dyscalculia in NYSED to consult with 

stakeholders/interested parties

● You can find the guidance here: 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/guidance-on-chapter-2

16-of-the-laws-of-2017.html

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/guidance-on-chapter-216-of-the-laws-of-2017.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/guidance-on-chapter-216-of-the-laws-of-2017.html




What evidence based education should look like
According to Yale Center for Dyslexia and Creativity (http://dyslexia.yale.edu), moving forward will require adopting an 

educational model that incorporates 21st century scientific knowledge about dyslexia. They suggest, for example:

● A school climate where everyone at school is on board

● The word dyslexia is consistently used

● Small classes

● Evidence-based methods

● Knowledgeable, flexible, caring teachers

● Consistency in instruction across all classes

● A community to join where students know they are not alone

Such models are often found in independent schools and in public charter schools for dyslexic students.



Resources:



Thank You
Discussion and Q&A


