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1 mogtly in the form of o dance.
2
3 :ﬁﬁl&bgugh no longer belisving the end of the world is in sight, with
4
5 1ts dire consequences, this ceremonial dance is now held two or three Limes
6
7 a year st uhe Blg Valley rancheria and is quite colorful, peaceful and
8
——ee 2 i enjoyed by thicose prasent whether white or Iﬂdlan. It 1s called the
w
11_"Big Head dance."™ The original large dasnce house and adjoining camps
12

o 13 ;lon Kelsey Creck have been levelad and thaAland {farmed.
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B 1;&3/%,%&4 CATHOLIC. MISSTON NEAR KELSEY OREVE xtt’c?jf# 43 2~11-1959
18 =
R 2 | though thare were aarly setilersg of the Outholic feith in Tske
20
S .-;;21___Cf;x_wr;;;;x aaparently no orlest attended to tuelir needs until the year
22
——2 :15365, when the Holy Sacrifice of tihe ¥aass wss celebrated for t}le tirst
24
25 ti.me_j,n__thg_pmsﬂnpm of 5 Ffew Ipish Uetholie families This was held in
24 .
_""_HS;“a distrlct school house which 1t 1s believed was on the present Quercus
gg‘ggggﬁ'onlv a couple hundred yards from the north banlkk of Kelsey Creek,
(_ jg_. From that tlme until 1887 priests celebrated Holy Mass once or twice
2
25 a year, gencerally in the.urivntb home of Peter B. Clark 1In Big Vslley.
4
o 'gs_Thé ﬁgﬁéé of the pnriests serving the people durlng these years are not
e 3 '
37 Mnowna. -
38 S
o 39 . The._ flrst nermanent massionary work was bsgun by Pathor Luciano Osuna,
40
o Eﬁ A sggnigrg,.i_ 1887.._ It 1s not definitely known from where he came or to
42 .
IR JSHE"drdeP he bkelonged, although he was thougit to_be a member of the
44
ﬁ_];;ﬁciggﬁn Ar&ar. -
46
a7 On_the shores of Clear Ilake, thrse miles north of Belseyville and
48
% _one=half mile northweat _LﬁmKelsey_nga 162 scres of land was durchased
50
- from fom O'Brien, uncle of the present Blg Valley resident Jim O'Brien,
52
gg—qnn a.crude structure was erected which served as both a school snd
54
__ _55 ci_’mwg;h _"F')ns Was. 'f-‘gl_)ndvd the Wission of St. Turibiug, the cradle of
56
(' S Satrholicel ty-in Lake County Whaether or not Father lucisno save it this
58
z'w»n@,ig‘ngg_gggwn The nmme-lias been used since the beginnin.g,
;
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More property was added until it reached a total of 235 acres,

3

soon Indilansg from surrounding areas, especielly Rig Valley, cume and

4

5 nere was established the Rancheria of St. Turibius ission, the Catho-

7 _1ic _Indien settlemsnt of Lake County.

‘“*j‘"?' ~ In the course of time some twenty Indian homes were tullt DLy the
:i.mabives, the lumber being furnlshed by the Misslon. 3Schooling was
“Wﬂﬁgﬂfﬁfﬁished those who could be persuaded to attend whilée food and neces-

:?_sities were furnished Indiens, princlpally to the aged or sick. EIghty
: ’"}s acres were intensively cultivated and For those Indians who desired -
_:2 lotment of land was made for gérden or crovs, while active there was

- é?'an average ol from 60 to 100 natives living at this WlssIon,

- ,55 The Iﬁdian name for the main camp on the Misslon was ha-gaco-begll,
Z; meaning water pond long; which name was used only In @ small way, both
g?ﬁﬁative and white usually calling it the "Hission",

o 8
29 .

O

of them were buried for several decades, Although not now beilng used,

B g;ugg;q ggmgtery:i§m§pill_ig§act and is kept separate and not farmed by
“‘“““%?”itéfggeéént owner, Glen Keithly.
o ;? The main Indian camp was one-quarter mile northeast of the school
- _gg bullding end here Tived the natlves from Blg Valley. Therse were several
o }%’ﬁbmeé &% this location Including a Yarge dance house. Francisco Posh
- j; was thelr leader. e
H*;;___wmﬁ_ghort way east Trom the above was another camp with only a few
j—i_ég_hf§??°- This was useéd by Indlans from Sul. hur Bsnks. Their leader weas
) 'jg“Cébﬁﬁiﬁ"Uth.’”' S i
_:j£;~ Just outside this properfty and to the west was a small camp whose
__W,_éi occupants used the services of the NMission, They were natives from
o ”ég'outsfae Lake County, Thelr leader was Choo-tock,
( 2;___m_Fathen_Luciuno Osuna extended his work into Burns Vulley and past
i'Lowér Lake to the sast and inte Mendocino County to the wegt, using
60
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Ste Turiblus WMission as headguarters. He baptised hundreds of Indians

>

_';__g__iu_both counties, He left the Mission in 18783 no record can ve found

4
5 of where he went or what hapnened to nim,

7 Frarnciscan Fathers tock over until 1881 when the Fathers of the
8
9 _Holy Cross took churge. In 1883 the soclebty for tine Proparation of the
10
H-ﬁﬁﬁith succeeded the former and remairned until 1847, st which time the
12
3 -E;éﬁciacan Fathers gain become regnonsible and remsined through the
14
15__abandonment of the Mission and to the present time.
>
- 1(7” __~ ;I'n_l_BB_T_i;.bQILQ were about 100 Tndians et ths Nsnecheris of 5f. Tupi-
18
—_ﬁ__wij%ius Mlasion with the neceasgary houses and harna 4180 there were athep
N
Vj Catholic Indians not 1iving at the site but who wWeTe s60ved From thig
22
____753 headquarters. Take County natlves so attended, but not on Lhe HMisslon,
4
- ; lived at Sulph.:r Banks, Uppsr Lake, Scotts Vullev. Coyote Valley and
L
____.§ Cache Creek.
o 8 R
... 2% . This headouarters attended both Indians ant whites not only in a1l
§? of lalke hut glso nearly the whole of Mendocino Countv. The latter was
" 50 SeTVed URtIT 1-E0-1895 B .
e 34 N o
—_ W -In. 1893 a new church was bullt, slso s monestery of two stories
f§;4&asl§g§6£éd containing about Len rooms. Through the years it became
) ég quite ar-establishwment., 4 vineyard was planted north of the monastery,
‘_i~§? a wine cellar of double wooden walls with sawdust as an insulabor wis
42
~ # Luilt in conjunctlon with a water tank nnd tower. A four-room Sborags o
44
.3 __or ggéétjﬁghsé was erected north of the church, A work an:g blacksmith
o
-_m"4%:shon_§as set up next to the vineyard while included in this zroup of
48
mﬂg.buildinﬁé toaﬁiéléééf was o granary, large barn and the school,
50
5. ___in 1888 the school becmme a contract gchovl, partly finsnced by the
52
::;&;ﬁ:ﬁ;,S:iﬁgigzﬁmggi_gnd so remalned until 31900, This Indian school was
54
::;_Egigigﬁﬁiﬁgﬂ;iﬁiiibﬁ with seventeen children in stiendance,
54
( _i;.? __ In 18397 there were 250 Cutholie Tndisns in Take County, including
58
. “é.‘;"_f}Q,__;g_t the ¥Mlgaion,
I 40
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