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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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...in the power of God’s Spirit.

Minister Pastor David Wallis
Youth Director Shannon Cooley
| The Mission of Church of the Straits: | Head Ushers Todd Kohs, Carl Strieby
' To worship God faithfully : . John Birchfield
: To grow together spiritually i Organist Loretta Martinek
i To serve Jesus Christ and : Treasurer Donna Falor
i our neighbor joyfully : Financial Secretary Laura Jackson
: i Clerk Laura Jackson
|
|

Administrative Asst.  Joshua Kuehn

Office Phone: 231 436-8682
OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE Office Hours — M-Th 9am-2pm

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409
Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

E-mail — Pastor — davidloveslisa87 @ gmail.com
Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Church office — cotsoffice @yahoo.com
Church website — www.churchofthestraits.com
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve

==

The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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o~ L~

Pastor Dave
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. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Office Phone: 231 436-8682
OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE Office Hours — M-Th 9am-2pm

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409
Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

E-mail — Pastor — davidloveslisa87 @ gmail.com
Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Church office — cotsoffice @yahoo.com
Church website — www.churchofthestraits.com
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve

==

The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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Pastor Dave
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.

FE R R R R R R R R RNNRNERNRRRRRNRRRNRRRNNRRNRNRERRRRRRENNNNRRERNRERERNRRRENRERNRENENRENERNRERERRENENRRERERERRRNNRERRERENENRRNRNRNRNNRNENNRERERERNERRERNENENNNNRNNNNERNRNRNNNNN
AR R R R R R R R RERRRERRRRRRERRRERERRRERRERRRRERRRERRRRRERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRERRRERRRRRRRRRERRERRRRERRRERRRRRERRRRERRRERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRERRRRRRRERRREREHI



Straits Talk Newsletter
January 2024

...in the power of God’s Spirit.

Minister Pastor David Wallis
Youth Director Shannon Cooley
| The Mission of Church of the Straits: | Head Ushers Todd Kohs, Carl Strieby
' To worship God faithfully : . John Birchfield
: To grow together spiritually i Organist Loretta Martinek
i To serve Jesus Christ and : Treasurer Donna Falor
i our neighbor joyfully : Financial Secretary Laura Jackson
: i Clerk Laura Jackson
|
|

Administrative Asst.  Joshua Kuehn

Office Phone: 231 436-8682
OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE Office Hours — M-Th 9am-2pm

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409
Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

E-mail — Pastor — davidloveslisa87 @ gmail.com
Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Church office — cotsoffice @yahoo.com
Church website — www.churchofthestraits.com

sk ockockoskockockoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskosk ok ok

Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve
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The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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Pastor Dave
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve
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The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.

FE R R R R R R R R RNNRNERNRRRRRNRRRNRRRNNRRNRNRERRRRRRENNNNRRERNRERERNRRRENRERNRENENRENERNRERERRENENRRERERERRRNNRERRERENENRRNRNRNRNNRNENNRERERERNERRERNENENNNNRNNNNERNRNRNNNNN
AR R R R R R R R RERRRERRRRRRERRRERERRRERRERRRRERRRERRRRRERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRERRRERRRRRRRRRERRERRRRERRRERRRRRERRRRERRRERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRERRRRRRRERRREREHI



Straits Talk Newsletter
January 2024

...in the power of God’s Spirit.

Minister Pastor David Wallis
Youth Director Shannon Cooley
| The Mission of Church of the Straits: | Head Ushers Todd Kohs, Carl Strieby
' To worship God faithfully : . John Birchfield
: To grow together spiritually i Organist Loretta Martinek
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Administrative Asst.  Joshua Kuehn

Office Phone: 231 436-8682
OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE Office Hours — M-Th 9am-2pm

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409
Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

E-mail — Pastor — davidloveslisa87 @ gmail.com
Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Church office — cotsoffice @yahoo.com
Church website — www.churchofthestraits.com
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve

==

The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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Pastor Dave
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Jan 16 Conner Robertson
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve
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The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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Pastor Dave
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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: To grow together spiritually i Organist Loretta Martinek
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Administrative Asst.  Joshua Kuehn

Office Phone: 231 436-8682
OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE Office Hours — M-Th 9am-2pm

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409
Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

E-mail — Pastor — davidloveslisa87 @ gmail.com
Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Church office — cotsoffice @yahoo.com
Church website — www.churchofthestraits.com
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve

==

The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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Pastor Dave
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve
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The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.
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Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve
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\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Administrative Asst.  Joshua Kuehn

Office Phone: 231 436-8682
OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE Office Hours — M-Th 9am-2pm

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409
Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

E-mail — Pastor — davidloveslisa87 @ gmail.com
Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Church office — cotsoffice @yahoo.com
Church website — www.churchofthestraits.com
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve

==

The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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Pastor Dave
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Jan 16 Justin Barber Jan 31 Elizabeth Zabik
Jan 16 Conner Robertson

Global Methodist and ECO Presbyterian
Church of the Straits

P.O. Box 430 * Mackinaw City, MI 49701

Return Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Mackinaw City
Michigan 49701
Permit No. 1




There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve
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The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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Pastor Dave
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409
Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

E-mail — Pastor — davidloveslisa87 @ gmail.com
Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Church office — cotsoffice @yahoo.com
Church website — www.churchofthestraits.com
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve

==

The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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Pastor Dave
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve
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The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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Pastor Dave
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.
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Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve

==

The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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...in the power of God’s Spirit.

Minister Pastor David Wallis
Youth Director Shannon Cooley
| The Mission of Church of the Straits: | Head Ushers Todd Kohs, Carl Strieby
' To worship God faithfully : . John Birchfield
: To grow together spiritually i Organist Loretta Martinek
i To serve Jesus Christ and : Treasurer Donna Falor
i our neighbor joyfully : Financial Secretary Laura Jackson
: i Clerk Laura Jackson
|
|

Administrative Asst.  Joshua Kuehn

Office Phone: 231 436-8682
OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE Office Hours — M-Th 9am-2pm

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409
Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

E-mail — Pastor — davidloveslisa87 @ gmail.com
Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Church office — cotsoffice @yahoo.com
Church website — www.churchofthestraits.com
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve

==

The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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Pastor Dave
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve
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makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.
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Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events
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And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve

==

The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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Pastor Dave
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve
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The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.
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Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve
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\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~

7\
4 Ty 2 /

W 5 ¥/ .
o~ L~

Pastor Dave




SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Pinecrest 2pm

Hand Bells 12:30pm

Men's Brkfst 8am

Men's Group 9am

Ll

1 2 3 4 5
Communion Wmns Bible Study 2pm Pantry 10am Men's Group 9am
AA 3pm Hand Bells 12:30pm
Prayer Group 6pm Journaling 2pm
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
AA 3pm Wmns Bible Study 2pm Journaling 2pm Men's Brkfst 8am Men's Group 9am
Prayer Group 6pm
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
AA 3pm Wmns Bible Study 2pm BOG 7pm Pantry 10am Men's Group 9am
Prayer Group 6pm Journaling 2pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Annual Cong. M eeting .
PPRC 10am Wmns Bible Study 2pm Hand Bells 12:30pm w '
AA 3pm Journaling 2pm A N U A RY o
Prayer Group 6pm J
28 29 30 31 e
BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARIES:
Jan2 Marita Archer Jan 18 Ed O'Dwyer Jan 1 Tim & Elizabeth Zabik
Jan2 George Ranville Jan 8 Jourdan Watson
Jan5 Nathan Bennett Jan 8 Darlene Krueger
Jané6 June Bailey Jan 18 Rod Westhuis
Jan6 Bob Benefiel Jan 22 Kristi Laninga
Jan8 Aiden Walugembe Jan 22 JameyJutson
Jan 13 Laura Janeczek Jan 24 Jeff Hingston
Jan 13 Jan Hawver Jan 25 Dan Durant
Jan 1B Dorothy Darrow Jan 28 Genevieve Ranville
Jan 16 Justin Barber Jan 31 Elizabeth Zabik
Jan 16 Conner Robertson

Global Methodist and ECO Presbyterian
Church of the Straits

P.O. Box 430 * Mackinaw City, MI 49701

Return Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Mackinaw City
Michigan 49701
Permit No. 1




There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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...in the power of God’s Spirit.

Minister Pastor David Wallis
Youth Director Shannon Cooley
| The Mission of Church of the Straits: | Head Ushers Todd Kohs, Carl Strieby
' To worship God faithfully : . John Birchfield
: To grow together spiritually i Organist Loretta Martinek
i To serve Jesus Christ and : Treasurer Donna Falor
i our neighbor joyfully : Financial Secretary Laura Jackson
: i Clerk Laura Jackson
|
|

Administrative Asst.  Joshua Kuehn

Office Phone: 231 436-8682
OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE Office Hours — M-Th 9am-2pm

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409
Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

E-mail — Pastor — davidloveslisa87 @ gmail.com
Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Church office — cotsoffice @yahoo.com
Church website — www.churchofthestraits.com
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve

==

The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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Pastor Dave
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve
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The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.
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Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve

==

The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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Pastor Dave
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve
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The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.
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Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve
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\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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There are times in our life that
we struggle to pray. I have
spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.

L5%

Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




Change to Make a Change Coats for Kids Support and Prayers for Suffering in Israel

Thank You! For all the generous Please pray for those affected by the October 7"

. donations of coats and funds. Many events in Israel. We recently heard about Michael
local children will be warmer this Levy whose brother Or was kidnapped and Or’s
winter. wife was killed. The entire family is grieving and

For Jan-March: Collect Winter Hats and Gloves hurting deeply. If you would like to express love,
for Mackinaw Schools. support, and prayers you may email:

michael.levy82 @gmail.com

SARM happenings

Recent Events

-

And Pizza Party!

Upcoming Events

Dec 30': Shopping for Coats for Kids
Jan 14%; Creation Station in Cheboygan
Feb 11'%: Bowling and Pizza at SpareTime Lanes 1-3pm
March 16": Easter Bunny Lunch and Cake Walk

Merry Christmas from S.A.R.M! Thank you for all your prayers and support for
our Youth Programs. We wish you a blessed New Year!

Shannon Cooley at Church of the Straits. Wednesday through Friday 11 AM to 2 PM (231)436-8682
*SARM Straits Area Resort Ministry *COS Church of the Straits
*YMS Youth Ministry Sunday *MC Mackinaw City.

All changes to SARM schedule will be posted on SARM Youth Facebook page or you can always contact
youth director Shannon Cooley at COS (231) 436-8682 for updates.
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...in the power of God’s Spirit.

Minister Pastor David Wallis
Youth Director Shannon Cooley
| The Mission of Church of the Straits: | Head Ushers Todd Kohs, Carl Strieby
' To worship God faithfully : . John Birchfield
: To grow together spiritually i Organist Loretta Martinek
i To serve Jesus Christ and : Treasurer Donna Falor
i our neighbor joyfully : Financial Secretary Laura Jackson
: i Clerk Laura Jackson
|
|

Administrative Asst.  Joshua Kuehn

Office Phone: 231 436-8682
OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE Office Hours — M-Th 9am-2pm

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409
Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

E-mail — Pastor — davidloveslisa87 @ gmail.com
Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Church office — cotsoffice @yahoo.com
Church website — www.churchofthestraits.com
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Have you ever replaced something old with something new and afterward
you wished you had the old one back? I'll use appliances as an example. In
my experience new washers and dryers seem to have a life expectancy of less
than 10 years. That has been our experience the last two times we’ve

==

The LORD

makes firm replaced them.

the steps

\?vfhfg % gl?eh’rs ' In our new home we have a washer and dryer that are around 25 or so
in‘him. J years old (that came with the house) and they work great. Some day we will
PSALMAZNIV have to replace them with something likely new and less reliable, but that is

life. Not the new and less reliable but the need to replace, or change, or
move forward. We sometimes resist that and sometimes long for that.

Some people approach the New Year the same way. They may say, “I like the way it used to be, and I don’t
want to change that.” Life happens and we are required to live life differently for a variety of reasons. It could
be death of a loved one, a required move to a new location, health changes, life changes, or any number of
things. We want to go back because we were comfortable there and we were happy and peaceful there before
the event happened that broke my life up, that changed everything.

The New Year can be exciting for some. It’s a new start because last year was hard and difficult and things
are looking up, or the past year was good, and we are looking forward to its continued climb upward. Either
way, new is necessary from time to time.

I want to encourage us to look into the New Year with anticipation of good things that are coming. I know
that some of that is true because I serve a God that embodies GOODNESS. Psalm 37:24-25 says so beautifully
what I am getting at, “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose steps he has made firm; though he
stumbles, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

God has your back if you are in Christ. He will always look out for His children, and he will never leave you
hanging indefinitely. That “something new” is something you can look forward to. The New Year will have
its ups and downs but in the end, you will have what God knows you need.

Have a Happy New Year! Love you, 5 L ~
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Pastor Dave




SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Pinecrest 2pm

Hand Bells 12:30pm

Men's Brkfst 8am

Men's Group 9am

Ll

1 2 3 4 5
Communion Wmns Bible Study 2pm Pantry 10am Men's Group 9am
AA 3pm Hand Bells 12:30pm
Prayer Group 6pm Journaling 2pm
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
AA 3pm Wmns Bible Study 2pm Journaling 2pm Men's Brkfst 8am Men's Group 9am
Prayer Group 6pm
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
AA 3pm Wmns Bible Study 2pm BOG 7pm Pantry 10am Men's Group 9am
Prayer Group 6pm Journaling 2pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Annual Cong. M eeting .
PPRC 10am Wmns Bible Study 2pm Hand Bells 12:30pm w '
AA 3pm Journaling 2pm A N U A RY o
Prayer Group 6pm J
28 29 30 31 e
BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARIES:
Jan2 Marita Archer Jan 18 Ed O'Dwyer Jan 1 Tim & Elizabeth Zabik
Jan2 George Ranville Jan 8 Jourdan Watson
Jan5 Nathan Bennett Jan 8 Darlene Krueger
Jané6 June Bailey Jan 18 Rod Westhuis
Jan6 Bob Benefiel Jan 22 Kristi Laninga
Jan8 Aiden Walugembe Jan 22 JameyJutson
Jan 13 Laura Janeczek Jan 24 Jeff Hingston
Jan 13 Jan Hawver Jan 25 Dan Durant
Jan 1B Dorothy Darrow Jan 28 Genevieve Ranville
Jan 16 Justin Barber Jan 31 Elizabeth Zabik
Jan 16 Conner Robertson
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spoken before that prayer is a key
to a good relationship with God.
If I’'m honest with you I must tell
you I struggle to pray a lot. Not
because I don’t want to take the
time, but because I don’t have a
clue what to say. God knows us so well, and He has
given us the Holy Spirit to intercede on our behalf.
Romans 8:24-27 says, “For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”

I can tell you that I also struggle to pray because
of the pain I suffer with from my back. My
concentration just can’t be kept for long. My mind
can’t focus for long at all and this makes prayer a
challenge, but there is hope. I have overcome this by
just having a conversation with God. I try to talk with
Him throughout my day. You too may suffer with
struggles to pray. I write these articles to help the
way we think and act. I pray my words will help you
in your prayer life.

Here are ten things to do when you find it hard to
pray: 1. Pray anyway. Perhaps do what I do and just
talk to God. It may be hard but try and say what is on
your heart.

2. Choose to listen. Be still and know God wants the
best for you and those you love.

3. Just say His name. I know it may sound funny but
there is power in the name of Jesus.

4. Ask Him to listen to your heart. Trust He knows
you well enough to hear the desires of your heart.

5. Praise Him. You can never go wrong praising God.
It should always be a part of our prayer.

6. Pray for someone else. When we don’t know what
to pray, we always know others that need our
prayers.

7. Pray for a heart of prayer. Like I said I struggle to
pray, and I often ask God to help me pray more.

8. Have someone pray for you. It is a good practice
to ask for prayer. Remember we are not alone in any
of this life. We need fellowship with other Christians
to help us be stronger.

9. Read different prayers in the bible. God has
provided us prayers throughout the bible. Use it to
your advantage.

10. Pray a bible verse over your life. God has so
many promises stated in the bible; remind yourself
that of what he says when you are struggling to pray.

I want to remind you of one of my favorite verses.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mike’s Musings

Want something mentioned in the newsletter?
Let the Church Office know! Thanks.

Operation Christmas Child
January ideas — Hats, gloves,
scarves. If you are a knitter or
crocheter — put those scraps of
yarn to good use!

The Food Pantry is open for the
2023-24 season. January dates:
10" and 24™ from 10-11:00 am. The
Pantry will run every other
Wednesday during the winter
months. Donations can be dropped
off at the church M-Th from 9:00am
— 2:00pm. Cash donations can be
made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry.
Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always
welcome!! If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe
at 231-436-5307.

Sanctuary Window Fund

Progress: $75.9K We have achieved and surpassed
our Goal! Thank you for all of the generous
donations and support. We look forward to new
windows in our sanctuary!

Window Replacment
Capital Campaign

Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January
28 after the service. Please plan to attend to support
our leadership and learn what 2024 has in store for
Church of the Straits.

Coffee Hour Help Needed!
one A We're always looking for helpers!
o - _«_::};_ There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship
T Hall for the coming months. Please
don’t feel you have to do an ‘“‘elaborate spread”.
Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed.
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Pinecrest Fellowship is the
first Tuesday of each month
from 2-3 pm. There will be a
short devotional, prayer and
refreshments. Everyone is
welcome to come and visit with the residents.




