ebay user: hns_t







' o

3021 96258 /‘ L ebay user.

AR
Wi~ %

hns_t ‘ ﬁ; ‘
QRS




ebay user: hns_{




.THE

INITIAL COINAGE OF BENGAL,

INTRODUCED BY THE MUHAMMADANS,

ON THEIR CONQUEST OF THE COUNTRY,

AH. 600 To 800. (A.D. 1203—1397).

(Chsefly llustrated from the Speoimens in the Kooch Bahdr Trowvaslle).

BY

EDWARD THOMAS,

LATE OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY’S BENGAL CIVIL SERVICE.

b

HERTFORD:
PRINTED BY STEPHEN AUSTIN, FORE STREET.

1866.

ebay user: hns_t




r OXFORD

ebay user: hns_t




THE

INITIAL COINAGE OF BENGAL.

BY

EDWARD THOMAS, Esa.

Towarps the end of August, 1863, an unusually large
hoard of coins, numbering in all no less than 13,500 pieces
of silver, was found in the Protected State of Kooch Bahér,
in Northern Bengal, the contents of which were consigned,
in the ordinary payment of revenue, to the Imperial Treasury
in Calcutta. Advantage was wisely sought to be taken of
the possible archeeological interest of such a discovery, in
selections directed to be made from the general bulk to enrich
the medal cabinets of the local Mint and the Museum of
the Asiatic Society of Bengal. The task of selection,
and with it of inevitably final rejection, was entrusted to
Bébu Rajendra-l4l-Mitra,~—an experienced scholar in many
branches of Sanskrit literature, and who, in the absence of
more practised Numismatists, courageously encountered the
novel study and impromptu exposition of Semitic Paleeo-
graphy as practically developed in his own native land six
centuries ago. The Babu, after having assiduously com-
pleted his selections for the Government,! was considerate
enough to devote himself to renewed and more critical
examinations of this mass of coined metal, with a view to
secure for Colonel C. 8. Guthrie (late of the Bengal En-
gineers), any examples of importance that might have escaped
his earlier investigations. The result has been that more
than a thousand additional specimens have been rescued from
the Presidency Mint crucibles, and now contribute the lead-
ing materials for the subjoined monograph.

An autumnal fall of a river bank, not far removed from
the traditional capital of Kunteswar Rdja, a king of mark in
provincial annals,? disclosed to modern eyes the hidden trea-

1 J. A. S. Bengal, 1864, p. 480.
2 Col. J. C. Haughton, to whom we are mainly indebted for the knowledge of
this ‘trowvaille, has been 8o obliging as to furnish me with some interesting
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sure of some credulous mortal who, in olden time, entrusted
his wealth to the keeping of an alluvial soil, carefully stored
and secured in brass vessels specially constructed for the pur-
pose, but destined to contribute undesignedly to an alien
inheritance, and a disentombment at a period much posterior
to that contemplated by its depositor. This accumulation, so
singular in its numerical amount, is not the less remarkable in
the details of its component elements—whether as regards the,
80 to say, newness and sharpness of outline of the majority of
the pieces themselves, the peculiarly local character of the
whole collection, or its extremely limited range in point of
time. It may be said to embrace compactly the records of
ten kings, ten mint cities, and to represent 107 years of the
annals of the country. The date of its inhumation may be
fixed, almost with precision, towards the end of the eighth
century A.H., or the fourteenth century o.n. A very limited
proportion of the entire aggregation was contributed by
external currencies, and the imperial metropolis of Dehli alone
intervenes to disturb the purely indigenous issues, and that
merely to the extent of /ess than 150 out of the 13,500 other-
wise unmixed produce of Bengal Mints.!

details of the site of discovery and illustrations of the neighbouring localities.
Col. Haughton writes :—*¢ The place where the coin was found is about three
miles S.W. of Deenhatta, not far from the Temple of Kunteswaree (or Komit-
Eswaree) on the banks of the river Dhurla. Near to this temple is a place called
-Gosain Moraee, a short distance from which are the ruins of Kuntesur Raja’s
capital called Kunteswaree-Pat, consisting of a mound of considerable extent,
. which has been surrounded with several ditches and walls, which are again pro-
tected at the distance of a mile or two by enormous mounds of nearly 100 feet
high. The brass vessels, in which the treasure was deposited, were ordinary
brass lotats, to which the top or lip had not been fixed, but in lieu thereof the
vessels were covered by canister tops, secured by an iron spike passing from
side to side.’’

! I wish to explain the reservations 1 make in thus stating this total
below that given in Rajendra lal's list of 150 coins of seven Dehli kings
(J.A S.B., September, 1864, p. 481). In the first place, I greatly mistrust the
reading of the sixth king’s title. Muhammad bin Tughlak was called Fakhr-
ud-din Janah in his youth only ; on his first mission to the Dakhin in 721 A.8.
the higher title of Ulugh Khdn was conferred upon him by his father, but from

the date of his accession to the throne of Hindustan, he contented himself with
the use of his simple name and patronymic ; no longer the * glory of the

faith,”” he was the far more humble e )\ oSl ‘5_‘,)]\, or the
eonventional 4! ) PO M\s"“ (Zi&-i-Barni, Calcutta edit., p. 196),
both of which were so persistently copied by the independent Bengal Sultan.
Certainly no such title as o R\ }_g’ occurs on any of the specimens of the Koock
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The exclusively home characteristics of the great majority
of the collection are enlivened by the occasional intrusion of
mementos of imperial re-assertions, and numismatic contribu-
tions from other independent sources aid in the casual illus-
tration of the varying political conditions of the province,
and of the relations maintained from time to time between
the too-independent governors of a distant principality and
their liege suzerains at Dehli.

Muhammadan writers have incidentally preserved a record
of the fact, that on the first entry of their armies into Bengal,
they found an exclusive cowrie or shell currency, assisted pos-
sibly by bullion in the larger payments, but associated with no
coined money of any description;! a heritage of primitive

Bahdr collection, that the Bébu has selected for Col. Guthrie, with the exception
of those bearing the names of Fakhr-ud-din Mubdrak Shdh. .

The second question, of the altogether improbable intrusion of coins of
Muhammad *Adil Shah (“new type’’), I must meet in a more direct way, by
assigning the supposed examples of his money to the potentate from whose mints
they really came, that is, JkAtidr-ud-din Guiz{ Suiu (No. vii. infra), giving a
difference in the age of the two kings, as far as their epochsaffect the probable
date of the concealment of this trouvaille, of more than two centuries (753 A.H.
against 960 A.u.). The Babu has himself discovered his early error of making
Shams-ud-dfn Firtz, one of the Dehii Pathins (as reported in the local news-
papers), and transferred him, in the printed proceedings of the Asiatic Socicty
of Bengal, to an anomalous position at the end of the Bengal Pathéns (p. 483),
while omitting to deduct him from the total number of * eight Dehli Pathéns,”
which reckoning has been allowed to stand at p. 480. In the matter of date,
we-are not informed why this king should be assigned to a.p. 1491, instead of to
the true 1320 A.p, which history claime for him.

1 Minh4j-ul-Sirsj, who was resident in Lakhnanti in a.m. 641, writes

ol Yly e Gogm w08 o o & Wos 8 Yle
Tabakét-i-Nésiri, p. 149, Calcutta printed edition (1864). Ibn Batutah gives
" an account of the collection of the cowrie shells in the Maldive Islands, from
whence they were exported to Bengal in exchange for rice; the gradational

quantities and values are detailed as follows : 5\_,= 100 cowries. JL’ =700.
%= 12000. o ,’, =100,000, four bustis were estimated as worth one gold

dmdr ; but the rate of exchange varied considerably, so that occasionally a dindsr
would purchase as many as twelve bustis, or twelve laks of cowries! (French
edit., iv., p. 121. Lee’s Translation, p. 178.) Sir Heary Elliot mentions that
“in India, in 1740, a rupee exchanged for 2,400 cowries; in 1756, for 2,560
cowries; and (in 1845) as many as 6,500 could be obtained for a rupee.”
—Glossary of Indian Terms, p. 373. They were estimated in the currency
scheme of 1833 at 6,400 per rupee.—Prinsep’s U.T., p. 2. Major Rennell,
- who was in Silhet in 1767-8, speaking of the cowrie money, remarks: *‘ I
found no other currency of any kind in the country; and upon an occasion
when an increase in the revenue of the province was enforced, several boat loads
(not less than 50 tons each) were collected and sent down the Burrampooter to
Dacca.”” As late as 1801 the revenues of the British district of Silhet * were
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barter, indeed, which survived undisturbed in many of the out-
lying districts up to the early part of the present century.
The consistent adherence of the people to this simple medium
of exchange, goes far to explain an enigma, recently adverted
to,! as to the general absence of all specimens of money of high
antiquity within certain limits northward of the seaboard, and
may serveto reconcilethe anomaly of conterminous nationalities
appearing in such different degrees of advancement when tried
by similar isolated tests of local habitudes. For the rest, the
arms of Isldm clearly brought with them into Bengal what
modern civilization deems a fiscal necessity—a scheme of
national coinage; and the present enquiry is concerned to
determine when and in what form the conquerors applied the
theory and practice they themselves had as yet but imperfectly
realized. )

When Muhammad bin S&m ,had so far consolidated his
early successes in India into a design of permanent occupancy,
leaving a viceroy and generalissimo in Dehli, in the person
of Kutb-ud-din Aibek, while his own court was still held at
Ghazni, the scattered subordinate commanders each sought to
extend the frontiers of the faith beyond the limits already
acquired. In pursuance of this accepted mission, Muhammad
Bakhtiér Khilji, Sipahsdldr in Oude, in A.H. 599, pushed his
forces southward, and expelled, with but little effort, the ancient
Hindu dynasty of Nuddeah, superseding that city as the
capital, and transferring the future metropolis of Bengal to
the proximate site of Lakhnauti, where he ruled undisturbed
by higher authority till his own career was prematurely cut

_short in a.ax. 602.

Consideringthe thenexisting time-honoured system of valua-
tion by shells—which would certainly not invite a hasty issue of
coin—and Muhammad Bakhtiér’s acknowledged subordination
to Kutb-ud-din, who, so far as can be seen, uttered no money in
his own name, it may fairly be inferred that if a single piece
was produced, it formed a part only of an occasional, or special,

collected in cowries, which was also the general medium of all pecuniary trans-
actions, and a considerable expense was then incurred by Government in effect-
ing their conversion into bullion.”’—Hamilton’s Hindostan, London, 1820., i. p.
195. ' J.R.AS,, vol. i.; N.S., p. 473-4.

P
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medallic mintage—a numismatic Fatah-ndmah, or assertion
and declaration of conquest and supremacy alone, designedly
avoiding any needless interference with the fixed trade by
adventitious monetary complications, which so unprogressive
a race as the Hindus would naturally be slow to appreciate.

Similar motives may be taken to have prevailed in the
north, where the least possible change was made in the
established currency of the country, extending, indeed, to a
mere substitution of names in the vernacular character on
the coin, which was allowed to retain the typical ““Bull and
Horseman ”’ device of Prithvi Réja and his predecessors. The
pieces themselves, designated from their place of mintage
Dehli-wdlas,' were composed of a mixture of silver and copper in
intentionally graduated proportions, but of the one fixed weight
of thirty-two ratis, or the measure of the old Purdna of silver
of Manu’s day. Progressive modifications were effected in
the types and legends of these coins, but no systematic recon-
struction of the circulating media took place until the reign
of Altamsh; who, however, left the existing currencies undis-
turbed, as the basis for the introduction of the larger and
more valuable and exclusively silver &4\ popularly known in
after times as the Tankah,? a standard which may also be sup-
posed to have followed traditional weights in the contents as-
signed to it, as the 96 rati-piece modern ideas would identify
with the Toluk: or it may possibly have been originated as
a new 100 rati coin, a decimal innovation on the primitive

! The name is written J\ J_) in Kutb-ud-din Aibek’s inscription on
the mosque at Dehli. (Prinsep’s Essays, i. 327). The T4j-ul-Mabsir and

other native authorities give the word as J\._LQ.,_), Hasan Nizémi, the author

of the former work, mentions that Kubéchah, ruler of Sind, sent his son with an
offering of 100 laks of Dehli-wils to Altamsh, and no less than 500 lks of the
same description of coin were eventually found in Kubchah’s treasury, many of
which were probably struck in his own mints. (See Ariana Antiqua, pl. xx.,
fig. 19; J.A.S.B., iv., pl. 37, figs. 28, 29, 47; and Prinsep’s Essays, i., pl. xxvi.,
figs. 28 29, 47. )

3 Erskine derives this name from the Chagatai Tarki word, tang, * white.”
(History of India under Baber. London, 1854, vol i. p. 546). Vullers gives a

different and clearly preferable derivation in "&d (fort. ex. JAJ 8. A..gd
tenuis, suff. 5). Ihn Batutah carefully preserves the orthography as 4, i,

s. T and Zg".
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Hindu reckoning by fours, a point which remains to be
determined by the correct ascertainment of the normal
weight of the rati, which is still a debated question.
My own results, obtained from comparative numismatic
data of various ages, point to 175 grains,! while General

1 In attempting to ascertain the relation of the weights of ancient and
modern days, and to follow the changes that time and local custom may have in-
troduced into the static laws of India, the capital point to be determined is the
true weight of the rati, as it was understood and accepted when the initiatory
metric system was in course of formation. Two different elements have hitherto
obstructed any satisfactory settlement of the intrinsic measure of this primary
unit—the one, the irregularity of the weight of the gusyja seeds themselves,
which vary with localities and other incidental circumstances of growth ;* the
other, the importance of which has been rather overlooked, that the modifications
in the higher standards, introduced from time to time by despotic authority,
were never accompanied by any rise or fall in the nominal total of ratis which
went to form the altered integer. From these and other causes the rate of the
rati has been variously estimated ast 1:3125 grains, 1'875 grains, 1'953 grains,
and even as high as 2:25 grains.

We have Manu's authority for the fact that 32 ratis went to the old silver
dharana or purdna, and we are instructed by his commentator, in a needlessly
complicated sum, that the kdrsha was composed of 80 ratis of copper. We have
likewise seen that this kdrsha constituted a commercial static measure, its doyble
character as a coin and as a weight being well calculated to ensure its fixity and
uniformity in either capacity within the range of its circulation. I shall be able
to show that this exact weight retained so distinct a place in the fiscal history of the
metropolis of Hindustén, that in the revision and re-adjustment of the coinage
which took place under Muhammad bin Tughlak, in a.p. 1325, this integer
was revived in the form of silver coin, and was further retained as a mint
standard by his successors, till Shir Sh&h re-modelled the currency
about the middle of the sixteenth century. In the same way I have already
demonstrated elsewhere,} in illustration of an independent question, that a coin
retaining with singular fidelity the ponderable ratio of the ancient purdna, was
concurrent with the restored Adrsha under Firdz Shéh (A.p. 1351-1388) and
other kings. And to complete the intermediate link, I may cite the fact that
when the effects of Greek and Scythian interference had passed away, the
82.rati purdna re-appeared in the Punjab and Northern India, as the silver
currency of the local dynasty of SYALA and SaMANTA DEVA.§ and furnished in
its style and devices the prototype of the Dehli Cnouin series of ¢ Bull and
Horseman” coins, the Dehliwdlas, which were retained, unaltered in weight, by
the Muhammadans, in joint circulation with the silver double Dirkams of 174
grains of their ewn system. ||

Extant specimens of Syéla’s coins in the British Museum weigh 54-4 grains
wnd upwards.

If this double series of weights, extending over an interval of time represented
by 24 or 25 centuries, and narrowed to an almost identical locality, are found
not only to accord with exactitude in themselves, but to approach the only
rational solution of the given quantities, the case may be taken as proved.

The ancient purdna hall-marked silver pieces range as high as 55 graing;
copper coins of Rdmadata¥ are extant of 1375 grains ; and other early coins of

* Colebrooke, As. Res. v. 93.

+ 8ir W. Jones, As. Res., ii. 154, ¢ Rati =1 ﬁ of a grain.” Prinsep, U. T. (180+96) ;
Jervis, Weights of Konkan, p. 40; Wilson, Glossary, sub voce Rati.

$ Num. Chron., xv., notes, pp. 138, 153, etc.
) !8{3' A. 8. Bengal, iv. 674; J. R. A. 8., ix. 177 ; Ariana Antiqua, p. 428 ; Prinsep’s Essays,
i.

Il N. C., xv. 136; Prinsep’s Essays, U. T., p. 70.
41 Prinscp’s Essays, i. p. 216, pl. xx., figs. 47, 48.
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Cunnmingham adheres to the higher figures of 1.8229
grains.!

about 70 grains ; while, in parallel exemplification, the latter standard weights,
under the Muhammadans at Dehli, are found to be 56 and 140 grains. Hence—

140+80 ratis=175 grains
56+32 ,, =1.75 ,,

and this is the weight I propose to assign to the original rati ; there may be
some doubt about the second decimal, as we are not bound to demand an exact
sum of even grains, but the 1.7 may be accepted with full confidence, leaving the
hundred at discretion, though from preference, as well as for simplicity of con-
version of figures, I adhere to the 1§. Under this system, then, the definition
of each ancient weight by modern grains will stand as follows :—

CorPER .... 1 Karsha 80 ,, 140 ’
40 70° m
20 ” 35 ”»
= 10 , 176
—Numismatic Chronicle, vol. iv., N.8. p. 131, March, 1864.

! General Cunningham’s deductions are founded on the following estimates :
—*“ I have been collecting materials for the same subject [Indian Weights] for
nearly twenty years, and I have made many curious discoveries. I see that Mr.
Thomas quotes Sir William Jones as fixing the weight of the Krisinala, or
Rati seed, at 1% grain; bat I am satisfied that this is a simple misprint of
Jones’s manuscript for 1 § or 1'833 grain, which is as nearly as possible the
average weight of thousands of seeds which I have tested. The great unit of
medizeval and modern times is the ¢dka of not less than 145 grains, of which six
make the chha-tdka, or chhatak, equal to 870 grains, or nearly two ounces; and
100 make the sataka, or szer, the derivation being sat-tdka, or 100 tikas. For
convenience I have taken, in all my calculations, the rats seed at 1-8229 grain.
Then 80 ratis or 145832 was the weight of the ¢angka ot copper, and also of the
golden swvarna, which multiplied by six gives 87499 grains, or exactly two
ounces for the chhatdka or chhatak.””—J.A.S. Bengal, 1865, page 46.

Mr. N. S. Maskelyne, of the Mineral Department, British Museum, who, some
time ago, entered into an elaborate series of comparisons of Oriental weights, with
a view to determine the identity of one of our most celebrated Indian diamonds,
has been so obliging as to draw up for me the following memorandum, exhibiting
the bearing of an entirely independent set of data upon the question under review,
the true weight of the Indian Rati. The value of this contribution in itself,
and the difficulty of doing justice to it in an abstract, must plead my excuse for
printing it s eztenso in this place : —

I shall confine my to your question about the rati to the estimate of it
as derived from the Mishkdl. The other channel of enquiry, that namely of
Hindoo metrology and numismatics, is too complicated, and so far as I have
been sble to follow it, too unsatisfactory in its results, to justify my urging any
arguments derived from it. Indeed, the oscillations in the currencies, and our
knowing so few very fine coins of reigns before Shir Shéh, of critical value, make
this branch of the subject almost unapproachable to one who is not an Oriental
scholar. I would premise, howerver, that I do not believe very accurate results
are to be obtained solely from the weights of coins, except in the few cases where,
as in the coins of Akbar, or of Abd-el-Malek ben Merwén, we have some literary

i

1 Masha = 2 Ratis or  3° grains.
SiLver...... : 1 Dharana or Purfna = 32 ,, 560 ,,

1 Satamfna = 320 , 560

1 Masha = 5 875

1 Suvarna = 80 140 »
Gotp ...... {1 Palaor Nishka = 320 ., 560 ..

1 Dharana = 8200 ,, 5600 ”

Subdivisions of Karsha ...... {
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However, these silver coins of Altamsh—let their primary ,
static ideal have been based upon a duplication of the dirhams

statements about them. Nor can you get any result from weighing carob beans
to determine the carat, or abrus seeds to determine the rati. 1 weighed, long
ago, hundreds of ratis, that Dr. Daubeny lent me, with an average of 1.694
troy grains, Sir William Jones found, I believe, one of 1.318, and Professor
‘Wilson, I think, another value again, They vary according to the soil and climate
they are grown in, and the time and atmosphere they have been kept in.

My investigation of the rati originated in a desire to determine whether the
diamond, now the Queen’s, was the same that Baber records as having been
given to Huméaydn at the taking of Agra, after the battle of Paniput, and which
had once belonged to Ala-ed-din (Khilji). I also was led to suppose that the
diamond Tavernier saw at the Court of Aurungzele was the same, and that he
had confounded it with one that Meer Jumla gave to Shah Jehan, and that had
been recently found at Golconda. I would here observe that Tavernier’s weights
can be very little trusted ; I can give you my reasons for this assertion, if you
wish for them.

Béber, in his memoirs, says the weight of HuméyGn’s diamond, was about
8 mishkéls. In his description of India, he gives the following ratios of the
weights in use there :—

8 ratis = 1 méshah.

32 , = 4 " = 1 tang (tank).

40 ,, = b ” = 1 mishkal.
9% ,, =12 - = 1 tola,

Jewels and precious stones being estimated by the tang. Furthermore he states
14 tolas = 1 sir, 40 sirs = 1 man, etc. Thus, then, the 8 mishkils would be
320 ratis.

Tavernier says the diamond he saw weighed 319} ratis. The Koh-i-Nir, in
1851 (and, I believe, in Baber’s day also), weighed 589.6 grains troy. The
theory that it was Ala-ed-din’s di d, would d d

a mishkél (8) weight of 73.7 grains.

a tola 3%) " 17685  ,,

a tank 10) ,, 58.95 ”»

a masha (40) ” 14.745

a rati 320 of 8 to the mhsha) 18425 ,,
240 of 6 " ) 2.533

”

Now, as to the mishkil—the Mahommadan writers speak of it as not having
altered from the days of the Prophet. Doubtless, it has been a pretty perma-
ment weight, and very likely, in Makrizi’s time, was but slightly various in
different places. At present, the following table represents the different mishkals,
so far as I have been able to ascertain them.

The gold and silver mishkal of BassoroA = 13dirham ........ =72 grains.
The ,, ,»  mussal or mishkdl of Gamroon (71.76 miscals

= 100 mahmoudias = 5136 grains)......ece.evereenies =716, 4,
The gold and silver miscal of Mocka = 24 carats = 24;3; vakya

(of 480 grains, nearly) ..... ceesescacaiossenesnenaens =12,
That of Bushive = ;15 of a maund of 53784 grains .......... =747 ,,
The metical of Aleppo and Algiers «.oeveereevasensraesaees =173 9
The ,, of TPEpolf o.vovvueviee ceveiairinenn-nonness =138
In Persian, the'demi mishkéll = 1  of the batman of Chessay

(of 8871 graing) ....eeeevneeescann cenrenn vesesenes =73.96 ,,
The taurid batman and mishkil = half the above
The mishkdl corresponding to the (3) dirham used for gold and

silver,in Persia .... <.0ecinaon hetesssesscasanecass =748
The abbasi corresponding to 1 mishkal, Marsden gays ...c.... =72 ”
The modern debased mishkdl of Bokkara «...cceeeeveeeeae. =71

Béber. in speaking of the mishkal, may either mean his own Bokharan mishkal,

or, as seems more probable, the current mishkil as existing at that time in India ;

( ebay user: hns_t ‘
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of Ghazni, or, as is more probable, elaborated out of the ele-
ments of ancient Indian Metrology—may be quoted in their

in short, the *‘ Indian or Syrian mishkdl’’ of the Mahommadan writers—which
was the Greek mishkdl + 2 kirats. The modern debased mishkél of Bokhara
we may leave out of our comparigons, It is surely a degraded weight in a
country that has undergone an eclipse.

The old * Greek Dinar” is of course the Byzant, or solidus aureus—the
denarius of Byzantium. It was nominally coined 72 to the Roman lb. The
Byzantian Roman lb. in the British Museum weighs 4995 grains, so the solidus
was sominally coined at 69.4 grains. It really issued from the mint at a
maximum weight of 68 (a very few of the most finely preserved coins reaching
this amount). Now taking Makrizi’s statement that the mishkal was 24 kirats,
and that of the Ayin-i-Akberi that the Gréek mishkél was 2 kirats less than this ;
we find the weight of the mishkal=68+$3=74.18 grains troy. Again, Makrizi
mentions that Abd-el-malek ben Merwan coined dinars and dirhams in the ratios
of 21% kirats: 15 kirats. Now this Caliph’s gold coins in the British Museum
(in a very fine state of preservation), weigh 66.5 grains, and his silver, also well
preserved, 44.5. Taking the former as coined at 67, we have the ratio :

Dinar: Dirham = 21§ : 16 = 67 : 46.2,
which latter gives a probable weight for the dirham as originally coined. (In
Makrizi’s time the ratio was dinar : dirham =10 : 7=21.75 : 15.22; or supposing
the gold coin unchanged at 67, the silver dirham would become 46.88). Then,
as the ratio of the dinar (or gold mishk&l) to the mishkal weight = 21} : 24 we
have for the mishkdl weight a value of 73.93 grains.

These two values, thus severally adduced from different data—viz., 74.18 and
73.93—saufficiently nearly accord to justify, I think, our striking the balance
between them, and declaring the ient mishkal—(*‘the Syrian or Indian
mishkal ” ) to have been very nearly 74 grains. Hence the kirat would be 3.133
grains, troy. The modern carat varies from 3.15, the modern Indian carat, to
3 28, the old French carat (made thus probably to be an aliquot part of the old
French ounce). The English carat = 3.168; the Hamburgh = 3.176, and the
Portuguese = 3. 171, C

The above value of the mishkdl accords extremely well with my theory about
the diamond.

That the *“ Greek Dinar” of Makrizi was the Sassanian gold is not at all
likely, although the silver dirham was, no doubt, originally derived from the
Sassanian drachma. Of the few gold pieces of Sassanian coinage, the one in the
Museum, of Ardashir I., weighs now 65.5, and could not have been coined at
less than 66.6 grains—which would give a mishkdl of 72.04. But under the
Sassanidee, the gold coinage was quite exceptional, and was not large enough to
have formed the basis of the monetary system of the Caliphs, which was
professedly founded on Greek coins, curvent.

As to the Bokhfran mishkil of Béber’s time, how are we to arrive at it?
You-—and if you can’t, who can ?—are able to make little firm ground out of the
weights of Sassanian, or Ghasnavid coins—nor will the coins of the Ayubite,
Mamluke, and Mamluke Bahrite, Caliphs (of which I have weighed scores),
g've any much more reliable units on which to base the bistory of the progress
of change in the mishkél. The limits of its variation in modern times seem
to have lain between 74.5 and 72 troy grains ; I believe 74 as near as possible its
true original weight, the weight of the Syrian and of the Indian mishkdl. This
would give the rati on the goldsmith’s standard of 8 to the mésha, and 40 to the
misbkél, as 1.86 grains, and the limits of this rati would be 1.862 and 1.80,
The value of the jeweller's rati (6 to the mésha) would be for the 74 grain
mishkdl 2.47 grains, and its limits would be 2.483 and 2.40,

That Bfber’s and Huméaydn's now worn and dilapidated coins of 71 and 71.5
grains were mishkdls is not improbable; but they certainly were not coined at
less than 74 grains.

Without entering into the Indian numismatical question, I may remind you of
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surviving integrity of weight and design, as having furnished
the prototypes of a long line of sequent Dehli mintages, and
thus contributing the manifest introductory model of all
Bengal coinages.!

The artistic merits of the produce of the southern mints,

Tuglak’s coin of 174 grains (one in the British Museum = 172.25), probably
coined at 176 or 176; a fair weight of issue for a coin nomipally of some 177 or
178 grains. These coins, I believe, you consider to represent the tola. A tola
of 177.6 would accord on the ratios of Baber’s table with a mishkil of 74 grains,
I am strongly tempted to enter further into this question of the ponderary
systems of India, but I am warned by your own able papers of the difficulties
in the path of one who deals only in translations and in the weight of coins.
24th Nov., 1865.

! There are three varieties of Altamsh’s silver coinage, all showing more or
less the imperfection of the training of the Indian artists in the reproduction of
the official alphabet of their conquerors. The designs of these pieces were clearly
taken from the old Ghazni model of Muhammad bin S&m’s Dirhams and
Dinfirs, and the indeterminate form of the device itself would seem to indicate
that they mark the initial effort of the new Muhammadan silver currency which
80 soon fixed itself into one unvarying type, and retained its crude and unim-
proved lettering for upwards of a century, till Muhammad bin Tughlak inaugu-
rated his reign by the issue of those choice specimens of the Moneyer’s art,
which stand without compeers in the Dehli series.

No. 1, Silver. Size, vii. ; weight, 162:5. Supposed to have been struck on
the receipt of the recognition of the Khalif of Baghdad in 626 a.m.

Obverse: Square area, with double lines, within a circle.

Legend, A.“ J,-d) KVV o/ &n\ b| &“ )
’ Reverse : Square area, with double lines, within a circle.

No. 2, Silver. Size, viii. ; weight, 168'5. Date, 630 A.B.
Obverse : Square area, with double lines,

weegall el 0U Ualll ezt daall

Reverse : Circular area.

Legend, aiual] dllJgus) e 21131 ) s’

Margin, MIRRVY (S
Mr. Bayley notices the occasional change of the name of the piece to the generic
2.\ as well as the ignorant substitution of &l ),,b N\ for the

Khalif’s true title. J.A.S.B., 1862, p. 207. Col. Guthrie’s coin (Type No. 2)
discloses a similar error.
Legend, u""‘}”“}-"’")":““’d‘ ‘.L.X\ dgs d
Margin, P RV 55.0
No. 3, Silver. Size, viii.; weight, 163-5 gr.
Obverse, as No. 2, but the square area is enclosed in a circle.
Reverse : Square area enclosed within a circle, identical with the obverse design.
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though superior in the early copies to the crude introductory
issues of Altamsh, seldom compete with the contemporary
design or execution of the Dehli die-cutters, and soon merge
into their own provincialisms, which are progressively exagge-
rated in the repetition, until, at last, what with the imper-
fection of the model, the progressive conventionalism of the
designers, and the ignorance and crude mechanical imitation
of the engravers, their legends become mere semblances of
intelligible writing, and, as the plates will show, like Persian
shikastah, easy to read when one can divine what is intended,
but for anything like precision in obscure and nearly
obliterated margins, a very untrustworthy basis for the
search after exact results.

The different mints each followed its own traditions, and
the school of art stood generally at a higher level in the
eastern section of the kingdom, especially when Sonérgaon
was held by its own independent rulers. The lowest scale
of die execution, exemplified in the present series, was
reserved for the capital of the united provinces under the
kingship of Sikandar (No. 22 infrd). The numismatic
mnovations of Muhammad bin Tughlak were felt and
copied in the south, especially in the reproduction of the
titular legends ; but his own coins struck at the “city’’—he
would not call it capital—of Lakhnautf, evince the haste and
carelessness of a temporary sojourn, and still worse, the hand
of a local artist, all of which short-comings may be forgiven to
a monarch who, in his own imperial metropolis, had raised the
standard of the beauties of Arabic writing, as applied to coin
legends, to a position it had never before attained, and which
later improved appliances have seldom succeeded in equalling.

The Bengal Sulténs, mere imitators at first, were original
in their later developments of coin illumination, and the
issues of the fully independent kings exhibit a commendable
variety of patterns in the die devices, damaged and restricted,
however, in the general effect by the pervading coarseness and
imperfection of the forms of the letters. Then, again, the tenor
of the inscriptions is usually of independent conception, espe-
cially in the refusal to adopt the ever recurring kalimah, and in
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the suggestive mutations of titles assigned to the lieutenants of
the prophet on earth, whose names they did not care to learn.
So also was their elaboration of the titular adjuncts of the
four Iméms uninfluenced by northern formule; many of
which conventionalisms survived for centaries, till Shir Shéh,
in the chances of conquest, incorporated them into the coinage
of Hindustén, during the exile of the temporarily vanquished
Hum4yin. '

The standard of the Bengal coinage was necessarily, like
the pieces themselves, a mere imitation of imperial mint
quantities, and the early issues will be seen to follow closely
upon the proper amount in weight contemplated in the Dehli
prototypes ; but one of the curious results the Kooch Behér
collective find determines is, that, though the first kings on
the list clearly put forth money of full measure, their pieces
were, in most cases, subjected to & well understood Indian
process of boring-out, or reduction to the exact weight to
which we must suppose subsequent kings lowered the legal
standard of their money, so that, although some of the silver
pieces of Kai Kéis and Firaz have escaped the debaser’s eye,
and preserve the completeness of their original issue denomi-
nation, the great majority of the older coins have been brought
down to the subsequent local standard of 166 grains, at which
figure, in troy grains, the bulk of the hoard ranges, or, in more
marked terms, 166 grains is the precise weight of the majority
of the very latest and best preserved specimens, which must
havé been consigned to their recent place of concealment when
very fresh from mints but little removed from the residence of
the accumulator of the treasure, and be held to represent coin
which could scarcely have changed hands.

The intrinsic value of the money of these sovereigus follows
next in the order of the enquiry. This department of fiscal
administration might naturally have been expected to have
been subject to but limited check or control, when regulated
by the uncertain processes of Oriental metallurgy; but, in
practice, it will be seen that some of the native Mint-masters
were able to secure a very high standard of purity, and, what
is more remarkable, to maintain a singularly uniform scale in
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the rate of alloy. In the case of the imperial coins subjected
to assay in Calcutta, specimens spreading over, and in so far,
representing a sequent eighty yearsof the issues of the northern
metropolis, vary only to the extent of six grains in the thou-
sand, or 0.6 per cent. As the Dehli coinage proves superior,
in point of weight, to the southern standard, so also does it
retain a higher degree of purity; the 990 and 996 of silver
to the test total of 1,000 grains, sinks, in the earliest examples
of the Bengal mintages, to 989, from which figures it expe-
riences a temporary rise, in possibly exceptional cases, under
Bahé&dur Shah, who may be supposed to have brought down,
with his reinstituted honors and the coined treasure so
lavishly bestowed upon him by Muhammad bin Tughlak on
his restoration to the government of Sonérgaon, certain im-
plied responsibilities for the equity and fulness of his curren-
cies ; while in the. subsequent irregularly descending scale,
A#zam Shéh’s officials arrived at the most unblushing effort
of debasement, in the reduction of silver to 962 grains. Among
other unexpected items for which the aid of modern science
may be credited, is the support which the intrinsic contents
of the erroneously-classed coins of ’Adil Shih under native
interpretation, lend to the correctness of the revised attribu-
tion of the pieces themselves suggested by the critical terms
of their own legends, in the manifest identity of their assay
touch with the associate coins of the lower empire of India.

Colonel Guthrie has furnished me with the following data,
concerning the assay of the various coins composing the Kooch
Bahér hoard :—‘ When the Bengal Asiatic Society made their
selection of coins from the trove, they set apart four of each
description for the Mint, two being for special assay, two for
the Mint collection. The result of the assay was as follows
(1,000 represents absolute purity) :”

DEHLI COINS. BENGAL COINS,
1. Balban (a.H. 664) ... 990 and 996 . Shams.ud-din Firdz............ 989
2, Kai Kob4d (a.B.685) 990 and 996 . Bahfdur Sh&h ...... 988 and 993

8. Ghits-ud-din Tug (A.H. 720)
990.

4. 'Adil Shéh [i.e. Ghazf Shah of
Bengal, A.8, 761] 989.

X %ubﬁé%khSlzﬁh .................

. 1lias Shah (1st type) 989 ; 2nd
982; (3rd) 988yp) (a0

. Sikandar Sheh (return lost).

. Adzam Shéh (1st type) 981 ; (2nd)
989 ; (3rd) 962; (4th) 977;
(5th) 98

BT O
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A question that has frequently puzzled both Oriental and
European commentators on the history of India, has been the
intrinsic value of the current coin at the various epochs re-
ferred to, so that the most exact numerical specifications con-
veyed but a vague notion of the sterling sum contemplated
in the recital of any given author. Numismatists have been
for long past in a position to assert that the Dehli Tankah
contained absolutely 173 grains, which would presuppose a
theoretical issue weight of 174 or 175 grains, and a touch of
nearly pure silver ; but assuming this specific coin to have
been a white or real “ Tankah of Silver (5 4CJ), a doubt
necessarily remained as to what was to be understood by the
alternative black Tankah (slw &5). Nizém-ud-din Ahmad,
in his Tabakét-i-Akbari, seems to assign the introduc-
tion of these black Tankahs to Muhammad bin Tughlak,
who notoriously depreciated the currency to a large extent,
before he resorted to the extreme measure of a forced cur-
rency, though it may be doubted whether any such deprecia-
tion would have been thought of, even if there had been time
to effect the conversion, at the very commencement of his reign,
to which period Nizdm-ud-din attributes the issue of these
pieces, in the apparent desire of explaining the bare possi-
bility of the possession of such numerical amounts as are
stated to have been squandered in largesses by the newly-
enthroned monarch, However, the real debasement of the
coin need not have extended much beyond the point indi-
cated by the superficial aspect of his own Bengal mintages,
and Afzam Shah’s coins of the same locality probably exceed
that accusatory measure of debasement ; while, on the other
hand, Muhammad bin Tughlak, on reverting to specie cur-
rencies, after his futile trial of copper tokens, seems to have
aimed at a restoration of the ancient purity of metal in his
metropolitan issues, as I can quote a coin of his produced by
the Dehli Mint in A.H. 734, which has every outward appear-
ance of a sole component element of unalloyed silver, and
equally retains the fair average weight of 168 grains.! All

1 This coin is similar, but not identical in its legends with the gold piece,
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these evidences would seem to imply that the Bengal ratio of
purity was intentionally lower, and that a very slight addi-
tion to the recognised alloy would bring the local issues fairly
within the category of “ black Tankahs.” Such a supposition
of the inferiority of the coinages of the southern kingdom.
appears to be curiously illustrated by Béber’s mentioning
that, in A.H. 932, a portion of the revenues of the district of
Tirhdt, a sort of border-land of his kingdom, which did not
extend over Bengal, was payable in Tankah Nukrah, and the
larger remainder in Tankah Sidh,! an exceptional association’
of currencies in a given locality, which can scarcely be ex-
plained in a more simple and reasonable manner than by
assuming the lower description of the conventional estimate
piece to have been concurrent with a better description of the
same coin, constituting the prevailing and authorized revenue
standard of the northern portions of the conquering Moghul’s
Indian dominions.

Another important elerment of all currency questions is the
relative rate of exchange of the precious metals ¢nfer se.
And this is a division of the enquiry of peculiar significance
at the present moment, when Her Majesty’s Government are
under pressure by the European interest to introduce gold asa
legal tender at a fixed and permanent rate, or, in effect,
to supersede the existing silver standard, the single and
incontestable measure of value,in which all modern obligations
have been contracted, and a metal, whose present market
price is, in all human probability, less liable to be affected by

No. 84, of 736 a.R., p. 50, Pathan Sultans. The following are the inacriptions :

Obyerse— }uH \) JA‘ &m)
Reverso— I35 . A»s" s S
Margin— EQ.\AM, u.::l;} t")‘ &os ‘QL“ )‘A’

1 Baber has left an interesting account of the revenues of his newly-acquired
kingdom in India, as estimated after the battle of Panipat, in A.B. 932, to the
effect that ¢ the countries from Bhira to Bahér which are now under my dorhinion
yield a revenue of 52 krores’’ of Tankas. In the detail of the returns from differ-
ent provinces, Tirhtit is noticed as Tribute (Khidmaténa) of the TirhGti Raja
250,000 tankah nukrah, and 2,750,000 tankah sidh. William Erskine, History
of India under Baber and Huméyun, London, 1854, vol. i., p. 540. See also
Leyden’s Memoirs of Baber, London, 1826, p. 334.
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over production than that of gold : the bullion value of
which latter had already begun to decline in the Bazirs of
India, simultaneously with the arrival of the first-fruits of
Australian mining.

If the contemplated authoritative revolution in the esta-
blished currency had to be applied to a fully civilized people,
there might be less objection to this premature experiment;
but to disturb the dealings of an empire, peopled by races
of extreme fixity of ideas, to give advantages to the crafty
few, to the detriment of the mass of the unlettered popula-
tion, is scarcely justified by the exigencies of British trade;
and India’s well-wishers may fairly advance a mild protest
against hasty legislation, and claim for a subject and but
~ little understood nationality, some consideration, before
the ruling power forces on their unprepared minds the
advanced commercial tenets of the cities of London and
Liverpool.

The ordinary rate of exchange of silver against gold in
Marco Polo’s time (1271-91 A.p.),! may be inferred to have
been eight to one; though exceptional cases are mentioned
in localities within the reach of Indian traders, where the
ratios of six to one and five to one severally obtained.

Ibn Batutah, in the middle of the fourteenth century,

1 The Province of Kararan. ¢ For money they employ the white porcelain
shell found in the sea, and these they also wear as ornaments about their necks.
Eighty of the shells are equal in value to a saggio of silver, or two Venetian
groats, and eight saggi of good silver to one of pure gold.”” Chap. xxxix.

The Province of KARAZAN. *‘“Gold is found in the rivers, both in small
particles and in lumps; and there are also veins of it in the mountains. In
consequence of the large quantity obtained, they give a saggio of gold for six
saggi of silver. They likewise use the before-mentioned porcelain shells in
currency, which, however, are not found in this part of the world, but are
brought from India.”’—Chap. x1. ; also Pinkerton (London, 1811), vol. vii., 143.

The Province of KARDANDAN. “The currency of this country is gold by
weight, and also the porcelain shells. An ounce of gold is exchanged for five
ounces of silver, and a saggio of gold for five saggi of silver, there being no silver
mines in this country, but much gold; and consequently the merchants who
import silver obtain a large profit.”” Chap. xli.

The Kingdom of MieN (4va). ‘You then reach a spacious plain [at the -
foot of the Yunnan rangeg, whereon, three days in every week, a number of
people assemble, many of whom come down from the neighbouring mountains,
bringing their gold to be exchanged for silver, which the merchants who repair
thither from distant countries carry with them for this purpose ; and one saggio
of gold is given for five of silver.” Chap. xliii. Travels of Marco Polo, by W.
Marsden, London, 1818 ; and Bohn’s Edition, 1854.




17

when ' he was, 80 to say, resident and domesticated in India,
Teports the relative values of the metals as eight to one.!

s sy oty e Beas alyal 5 gL e
tv. 10, 2Ty 5l) o0, aeanydy w0 &ilad g il Ll

% J’ai vu vendre le riz, dans les marchés de ce pays [Bengale], sur le pied de
vingt-cinq rithl de Dihly pour un dinér d’argent: celui-ci vaut huit drachmes,
et leur drachme équivaut absolument 2 la drachme d’argent *’ (iv. 210).

The difficulty of arriving at any thoroughly satisfactory interpretation of the
obscure Arabic text, as it now stands, may be frankly admitted, nor do I seek to
alter or amend the French translation, further than to offer a very simple ex-
planation of what probably the author really designed to convey in the general
tenor of the passage in question. It was a crude but established custom among
the early Muhammadan occupying conquerors of India, to issue gold and silver
coins of equal weights, identical fabric, and analogous central legends; hence,
whenever, as in the present instance, the word Dindr is used in apposition with
and contrast to the secondary term Dirham, the one priméd facie implies gold,
the other silver ; and there can be little doubt but that the original design of the
text was to specify that one gold piece of a given weight passed in ity for eight
silver pieces of similar form and of slightly greater bulk. It is possible that the
term Dindr may in process of time have come to stand for a conventional
measure of value, like the ** pound sterling,’” susceptible by common consent of
being liquidated in the due equivalent of silver; but this concession need not
affect the direct contrast between the Dinéirs and Dirhams so obviously marked
in the case in point.

Ibn Batutah in an earlier part of his work (iii. 426) [Lee’s edition is imper-
fect at this portion, p. 149] gives us the comparative Dehli rate of exchange—of
which he had unpleasant personal experiences : he relates that he was directed to
be paid (65,000 + 12,000 =) 67,000 pieces of some well understood currency neither
the name or the metal of which is defined, but which may legitimately be taken
to have been * Silver Tankahs,” and in satisfaction of this amount, deducting
the established one-tenth for Dastiri, which left a reduced total of 60,300, he
received 6,233 gold tankahs. Under this scale of payment the gold must have
borne a rate of exchange of one to 9-67 of silver, or very nearly one to 10, a
proportion which might be supposed to clash with the one to eight of the more
southern kingdom, but the existing state of the currencies of the two localities
afford a striking illustration of the consistency of the African observer’s appre-
ciation of money values in either case. His special patron, Muhammad bin
Tughlak, Emperor of Dehli, had, from his first elevation to the throne, evinced
a tendency to tamper with the currency, departing very early in his reign from
the traditional equality of weights of gold and silver coins; he re-modelled both
forms ahd relative proportions. introducing pieces of 200 grains of gold, styled
on their surfaces dindrs, and silver coins of 140 grains, designated as adalis, in
supersession of the ancient equable tankahs, both of gold and silver, extant
examples of which in either metal come up to about 174 grains. More important
for the present issue is the practical result, that, from the very commencement,
Mubammad Tughlak's silver money is invariably of a lower standard than that
of his predecessors, whether this refers to the early continuation of the full silver
tankah, or to his own newly devised 140 grain piece, a mere reproduction of the
time-honoured local weight, which the Aryan races found current in the land:
some twenty-five centuries before this Moslem revival, but in either
case, this payment to Ibn Batutsh seems to have been made after the
Sultan had organised and abandoned that imaginary phase of perfection in
the royal art of depreciating the circulating media, by the entire supercession
of the precious metals, and following the ideal of a paper currency,
the substitution of a copper simulacrum of each and every piece in the

.
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The Emperor Akbar’s minister, Abdl Fazl, has left an
official record of the value of gold in the second half of the
sixteenth century, at which period the price was on the rise,
so that the mints were issuing gold coin in the relation
of one to 94 of silvre. But a remarkable advance must have
taken place about this time, as in the second moiety of the
seventeenth century, Tavernier! found gold exchanging
against fourteen times its weight of silver, from which point
it gradually advanced to one to fifteen, a rate it maintained
when the East India Company re-modelled the coinage in
1833.% Afterwards, with prospering times, the metal ran up
occasionally to fabulous premiums, to fall again ignominiously,
when Californian and Australian discoveries made it common

in the land.
I revert for the moment to a more formal recapitulation of

the computations, which serve to establish the ratios of gold
and silver in Akbar’s time.

Abil Fazl’s figured returns give the following results :—

First.—Chugal, weight in gold Tolah 3, Mésha 0, Rati
5} =30 Rs. of 11} Méshas each : 549-84 :: 1726 x 30
(6175°0) : 1::9-4118.

Second.—Aftabi, gold, weight T. 1, M. 2, r. 4§=12 Rs.
: 21890 ::172:5x12 (2070°0) :1::9-4563.

order of its degree from the Dindr to the lowest coin in the realm, the
values being authoritatively designated on the surface of each. This forced
currency held its own, more or less successfully from 730 to 733, when it came
to a simple and self-developed end. Taking the probable date of this payment as
742-3 a.u. (Ibn, B. vi., p. 4, and vol. iii., p. xxiL.), it may be assumed that the 174
(or 175) grain old gold tankah, which had heretofore stood at the equitable exchange
of one to eight tunkas of good silver, came necessarily, in the depreciation of the
new silver coins, to be worth ten or more of the laterissues. Pathfn Sulténg, p.53).

1 ¢ All the gold and silver which is brought into the territories of the Great
Mogul is refined to the highest perfection before it be coined into money.”’—
Tavernier, London Edition, 1677, p. 2. “The roupie of gold weighs two
drams and a balf, and eleven grains, and is valued in the country at 14
roupies of silver.””—Page 2. ‘But to return to our roupies of gold, you must
take notice that they are not so current among the merchants. For one of them
is not worth above fourteen roupies.”” The traveller then goes on to relate his
doleful personal experiences, of how, when he elected to be paid for his goods in
gold, ‘“the king’s uncle’’ forced him to receive the gold rupee at the rate of
fourteen and a half silver rupees, whereby he lost no less than 3428 rupees, on
the transaction. Sir James Stewart, writing in 1772, also estimates the con-
ventional proportionate value of silver to gold, as fourteen to one—** The Princi-
ples of Money applied to the present state of the Coin of Bengal.”” Calcutta,
1772.

3 Prinsep’s Useful Tables, pp. 5, 72, 79.
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Third.—Ilahi, or LAl Jalali, also Muianni, gold, weight
w. 12, . 14 =10 Rs. : 18328 :: 1725 x 10 (1725'0) :
1::9-4118.

8 A.—The larger piece, the Sihansah, in value 100
LAl Jaldlis, gives an identical return. Weight in gold,
T. 101, m. 9, B 7 =1000 Rs. : 18328 :: 172,500
(172:5 x 100 x 10):1::9-4118.

Fourth.—AdL-Gutkah, or Muhar, also called Mihrébj,
gold, weight 11 Méshas—=9 Rs. 165 ::172:5x9 (1562:5):1
£:9-40909.

4 A.—The higher proportions specified under the piece of
100 round Muhars, produce a similar result. Weight in gold,
r. 91, . 8=900 Rs. : 16500 :: 155250- (1726 x 100 x 9)
:1::9-40.

These sums are based upon the ordinary Tolah of 180 gr.,
Mésha of 15, and Rati of 1'875 grs. The question of corres-
ponding values in the English scale need not affect the
accuracy of comparisons founded upon the conventional
measure by which both metals were estimated.

I have given more prominence to the above calculations,
and even tested anew my earlier returnd by the independent
totals afforded by the larger sums now inserted, because the
obvious result of gold being to silver as one to 9-4, has been
called in question by an official of the Calcutta Mint (a Dr.
Shekleton), who, however, while unable either to corregt my
data, or to produce any possible evidence against my conclu-
sions, ventures to affirm, that * 9-4 to one is a relative value
of gold to silver, which never could really have existed.”
Nevertheless, here is a series of comparative weights
and values, furnished by the highest authority of the day,
and each and all produce returns absolutely identical up to the
first place of decimals. My original estimates were sketched
and published at Dehli, in 1851, where I had access to the best
MSS,, to the most comprehensive range of antiquarian relics,
and at command the most intelligent oral testimony in the land.
‘When reprinting Prinsep’s  Useful Tables ” (London, 1858),
T had ooceasion to quote these calculations, and was able to
fortify them, had it been needed, by the precisely analogous

! Jour. As. Soc. Bengal, 1864, p. 617.
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resiilts obtained by Colonel W. Anderson, who had tried Abil
Fazl’s figures, from a different point of view, and for altogether
independent purposes.! But if there were the faintest reason
for doubting so moderate a rate as one to 9-4, the whole dis-
cussion might be set at rest by Abiil Fazl’s own statement as
translated into English in 1783 when, in concluding a very
elaborate review of the profit and loss of refining gold, for
the purpose of coinage, he concludes, and the process “leaves
a remainder of about one-kalf a tolah of gold, the value of
which is four rupees.”? It may be as well that I should add,
that some of my totals differ from those to be found in Glad-
win’s translation of the original Persian text.* I do not
recapitulate the several divergencies, but it is necessary to
prove the justice of one, at least, of my emendations. Glad-
win’s MSS. gave the rupee at 11} mdskas (i. p. 34). The
more carefully collated Dehli texts showed the real weight
to be 11°5 mdshas, a static fact of some importance, which is
curiously susceptible of proof from Gladwin’s own data: at
page 46 of his Calcutta edition, a sum is given of the refining
charges and profits, as understood by the mints of those days,
wherein 989 tolas, 9 méshas of impure silver is stated to be .
reduced by 14 T. 9 M. 1 R. in refining, and & further 4 1.
10 M. 3 R. in manipulation, leaving 11641 mdshas of silver
(989. 9. 0. — 14. 9. 1. — 4. 10. 3. = 11641) which
is officially announced as ordinarily coined into 1012 rupees,
(1012 x 115 = 11638) giving, as nearly as may be, the
essential 11} méshas, which the translated text showld have
preserved in its earlier passages.

Richard Hawkins, who was at Agra, in A.p. 1609-11, -
during the reign of Jahéngir, has left a notice of certain
accumulated treasures of that prince which he was permitted
to behold, and amongst the rest he specifies “In primis of
Seraffins Ecberi, which be ten rupias apiece ;”’ to this passage
is added in a marginal note, that, “a tole is a rupia challany
[current] of silver, and ten of these toles are of the value of
one of gold.”® This evidence might at first sight seem to
militate against the conclusion arrived at from the official

1 U.T,, vol. ii., p. 32. 3 Gladwin, i. 44. 3 4to., Calcutta, 1783.
4 Purchas’ Travels, folio, 1625-26, i 217
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returns above summarized, but the value of gold was clearlyon
the rise, and one of the aims of Akbar’s legislation on metallic
exchanges, which had necessarily been disturbed by progres-
sive modifications in the relative values of the precious metals,
was manifestly to secure an authoritative even reckoning
by tens and hundreds. The old round muhkar, (No. 4 of the
above list) represented the inconvenient sum of nine rupees,
or 360 ddms; by raising the weight of the piece to the
higher total given under No. 3, the gold s/ahti was made
equivalent to ten rupees, or in fiscal reckoning to 400 ddms.
Similarly, in the case of the silver coin, the old rupee
passed for 39 ddms; in the new currency a value of 40 ddms
was secured, not by an increase of weight, but by the declared
and doubtlessly achieved higher standard of the metal em-
ployed, aided by the advantage that contemporary mintages
so readily secured in India.

The subdivisions of the standard silver Tankah, as well as
the relative exchange ratios of silver and copper in their sub-
ordinate denominations, claim a passing notice. Though
Bengal proper probably remained satisfied with its lower cur-
rency of cowries, supplemented by the occasional intervention of
copper, for some time after the introduction of gold and silver
money, yet as the earliest copper coins of that kingdom must
have been based upon and, in the first instance, supplied by
Dehli mintages, the Imperial practice comes properly within
the range of the local division of the general enquiry.

It has been seen that Minhéj-ul-Sirdj, in comparing the
circulating media of Hindustin and Bengal, speaks of the
currency of the former as composed of Chitals, a name which
is seemingly used by himself and succeeding authors in the
generic sense for money, as if these pieces continued to con-
stitute the popular standard both in theory and practice,
notwithstanding the introduction of the more imposing fankaks
of gold and silver. TUp to this time it has not been possible
satisfactorily to demonstrate the actual value of the coin in
question ; in some cases indirect evidence would seem to bring
its intrinsic worth down to a very low point; while, at times,
the money calculations for large sums, in which its name
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alone is used, appear to invest it with a metrical position far
beyond the subordinate exchanges of mere bazir traffic.

In the details of the * prices-current” in the reign of Al4-
ud-din Muhammad, as well as in the relation of certain mone-
tary re-adjustments made by Firtiz Shéh IIIL., the name of the
Chital is constantly associated in the definition of compara-
tive values with another subdivision entitled the Ké4ni, which
may now be pronounced with some certainty to have been
the 34 of the original Tankah, of 175 grains, and 4 of the
new silver coin of 140 grains, introduced by Muhammad bin
Tughlak. The temporary forced currency of this Sultin
necessitated in itself the positive announcement of the names,
and authoritative equivalents of each representative piece,
and in this abnormal practice contributes many items towards
the elucidation of the quantitative constitution of the
real currency of the day, which these copper tokens were
designed to replace. In illustration of this point, I insest a
woodcut and description of a brass coin, which was put forth
to pass for the value of the silver piece of 140 grains, to whose
official weight it is seemingly suggestively approximated.

Brass ; weight, 132 grs.; o.H. 781 ; Common.
Obverse.—)S;y; jo0 JK sl 2K5 abge
G sasn )3._\,,.\ sow. Struck (lit. sealed),

J a tankah of fifty kénis in the reign of the ser-
vant, hopeful (of mercy), Muhammad Tughlak.

Reverse.—Area, ¢\bl o lalull ¢l e
e L He who obeys the king, truly he obeys God.”!
Margin, < o daid 2 JU obledyo sl cea 0. At
the capital Daulat-4b4d, year P 731. :
In addition to the 50 kdni-piece may be quoted extant

specimens of this Sultin’s forced issues, bearing
the definitive names of ¢ Aast-kdni” (8 kénis).
“ Shash-kdni” (6 kénis) and Do-kdni (2 kénis.)

An obverse of the latter is given in the margin.
The reverse has the unadorned name of dl"." S,

1 In other examples of the forced currency, he exhorts his subjects in more
urgent terms to submit to the Almighty, as represented in the person of the
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Next in order, may be quoted historical evidence of Firdz
Shéh’s fiscal re-organizations, in the course of which mention is
made of pre-existing pieces of 48, 25, 24, 12, 10, 8, and 6 kénis,
the lowest denomination called by that name ; afterwards the
narrative goes on to explain that, in addition to the ordinary
Chital piece already in use, Firfiz Shéh originated, for the
benefit of the poorer classes of his subjects, subdivisional
4 Chital and } Chital pieces.

As the spoken languages of the Peninsula enablé us to restore
the true meaning to the misinterpreted Sanskrit karska,! so the
Dravidian tongues readily explain the term kdni, which finds
no place in Aryan vocabularies, but which was incorporated
into the vernaculars of Hindustin, during the southward
migrations of the Scythic tribes. In Telugu, kdni means 4,
or one quarter of a sixteenth” (Brown). In Canarese %
(Reeve), and in Tamil 51; (Winslow). Wilson’s Glossary gives
« Kdni,corruptly, Cawney. Tel.Tam.Karn.;;, orsometimes 3.

The term %dni, in addition to its preferable meaning of &,
was, a8 we see, also used for the fraction 4, but its application
in the former sense to the ruling integer in the present instance,
seems to be conclusively settled by the relative proportions
assigned to the modified ¢ankak of Muhammad bin Tughlak,
when compared with the normal weight of the earlier coin
(: 64 ::175: 50 :: 136-718).

The method in which the subdivisional currency was
arranged, consisted, as has already been stated, of an admix-
ture of the two metals, silver and copper, in intentionally
varying proportions in pieces of identical weight, shape and
device; so that the traders in each case had to judge by the
eye and hand of the intrinsic value of the coin presented to
them. To European notions this system would imply endless
doubt and uncertainty, but under the practiced vision and deli-
cate perceptive powers of touch, with which the natives of India
are endowed, but little difficulty seems to have been experi-

ruling monarch, and to adopt, id effect, the bad money he covers with texts from
the Kurin—the * Obey God and obey the Prophet and those in authority
among you,” and * Sovereignty is not conferred upon every man,’”’ but * some *’
are placed over * others " —were unneeded on his coinage of pure metal.

! Num. Chron. iv. 683 J. A. S. B. xxxiii. 266.

2 There is a coin called a ** Do-géni or Doodee,” still quoted in the Madras
Almanacks.
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enced; and I myself can testify to the accuracy of the verdicts
pronounced by the experienced men of Dehli, whose instinctive
estimates were tested repeatedly by absolute assay. I published
many of these results, some years ago, in the Numismatic Chro-
nicle,! where the curious in these matters maytrace many of the
gradational pieces of the kdnis above enumerated. Assome fur-
ther experiments in reference to the intrinsic values of these
coins were made, at my instance, in the Calcutta Mint, I sub-
join a table of the authoritative results, which sufficiently con-
firms the previous less exhaustive assays by the native process.
LIST OF DEHLI COINS,

Composed of Silver and Copper in varying proportions forwarded for
examination by Edward Thomas, Esq., C.S., 10 June, 1853.

3] Reference to Numbers No. of Weight Dwts. Fine

2| anm of Coins in Coins in in Silver perlb.

s «Pathn Sulténs.” Parcel. | Grains. in each.
1 716 Mubarak Sh@.h. No. 66. 1 65322 6375
2 | 726 |Mubammad bin Toghlak.| | 5515 | 13300
8 896 | Sikandar Bahlol. No. 163. 1 143-438 1-900
4 896 » » 41 142-163 2:026
” ” ”» ) 1 142-936 1-925
9 ”» » ”» 1 1389138 1'6156
”» 9 ”» IT) l 140-088 2:200
5 | 898 ” ”» 1 141:500 1-5626
6 900 » » 2-1 140 800 2-6000
99 9 » » 1 127:600 3-01256
7 | 903 ” » 1 143100 4650
8 | 904 ” » 3-1 142:500 5624
» | 907 ” ” 3-1 143250 156
) » ” ” 1 141150 160
” tid ”» » 1 139'900 16:0
9 | 905 R ” 1 144500 17°5

10 | 909 ” ” 1 141-500 15:0

11 910 » » 1 140-200 160

12 | 912 ” ” 2-1 142:500 12:0

” ” ” ”» 1 136:600 150

13 | 913 » ” 2-1 132:250 150

13 ” » » 1 140'760 16.0

14 914 » » 4-1 140-000 160

”» ” » 9 1 138:500 15°6

” 9 ” ” 1 141-000 16+6

” ” » ” 1 140-500 160

16 918 9 ) 4-1 138-250 100

» ”» » » 1 183260 10-0

”» » ) » ‘1 189:760 9:0

9 »” ) ” 1 125-000 80

16 | 919 » ”» 3-1 136250 | 320

” ”» » » 1 137260 80

) ” m ”» 1 137600 8.0

! Vol. xv. 1852, p. 121, et £~ __
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The Institutes of Manu have preserved a record, reproduced
in the subjoined table, of the various weights in use, some
centuries before Christ,! and among other things explain,
that the values of gold and copper, were calculated by a
different metric scheme, to that applied to silver. A larger
number of Ratis went to the Masha in the former, and the
progression of numbers commenced with a five (5 x 16),
while the silver estimates were founded on the simple arith-
metic of fours (2 x16), which constituted so special a cha-
racteristic of India’s home civilization. Still, the two sets of
tables starting from independent bases, were very early
assimilated and adapted to each other in the advancing totals,
so that the 320 ratis constituting the satamdna of the quater-
nary multiplication, is created in the third line by the use
of a ten, and the quasi exotic scheme corrects its independent
-elements by multiplying by four, and produces a similar total
in the contents of the Pala or Niskka. The second lines of
the tables are severally filled in with the aggregate numbers,
32 and 80, and as the duplication of the former, or 64, has

! Manu, viii. 131.—* Those names of copper, silver, and gold (weights)
which are commonly used among men for the purpose of worldly business,
1 will now comprehensively explain. 132.—The very small mote which may be
discerned in a sunbeam passing through a lattice is the first of quantities,
and men call it a ¢trasarepu. 133.—Eight of those trasarenus are supposed
equal in weight to one minute poppy-seed (likshd), three of ‘those seeds
are equal to one black mustnrd-neef (rdjasarshapa), and three of these last to a
white mustard-seed (gaura-sarshapa) 134.—Six white mustard seeds are equal
to a middle-sized barley-corn (yava), three such barley-corns to one Aysinala
[raktika], five krshnalas of gold are one mdsha, and sixteen such mdshas one
suvarna, 135.—Four suvarnas make a pala, ten palas a dharana,but two
kpshpalas weighed together are considered as one silver méshaka. 136,—
Sixteen of those méshakas are a silver dkarana or purdna, but a copper kdrsha
is known to be a pana or kdrshdpana. 137.—Ten dharanas of silver are known
by the name of a gatamdna, and the weight of four suvarnas has also the appelia-
tion of a nishka.” These statements may be tabulated thus as the

ANCIENT INDIAN SYSTEM OF WEIGHTS.

SILVER.
2ratis = 1 mésha
mo - - R
820 ,, =160 , = 10 " 1 sataména.
GOLD.
80 , = 16, = 1 suvarpa. ]
320 = 64 , = 4 , = { ln,l?:h;'ﬂ?r
3200 ,, = 640 ,, = 40 » —_

COPPER.
80 ratis — 1 karshapana,
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been seen to do duty in the one case, the probability of the
use of the 160 naturally suggests itself in connexion with the
theoretical organization of the copper coinage.

In proceeding to test the relations of the minor and subor-
dinate currencies, the cardinal point to be determined is, the
exchangeable value of copper as against silver. It has been
affirmed by Colebrooke,! that the ratio stood in Manu’s time
at 64 to 1: accepting the correctness of this estimate, which
has, I believe, remained unchallenged, and supposing the rate
to have remained practically but little affected up to the
Muhammadan conquest, the 175 grains of silder of Altamsh’s
new coinage, would be equivalent in metallic value to 11,200
grains of copper. The ancient copper kdrshdpana is recognised
and defined as 80 ratis in weight, so that under the above
conditions, and calculating the rati at 1:75 grains, each kar-
shépana was equal to 140 grains, and eighty of these, under
the same calculations, give a return of 11,200 grains. With-
out at present advancing any more definite proposition, or
quoting dubious coincidencies, it may be as well to test these
preliminary results by the Numismatic data Firtz Shih’s
Mints have left as an heritage behind him. Among the
incidents quoted regarding that monarch’s monetary innova-
tions, he is stated to have introduced, for the first time, half
and guarter Chitals. On the occasion of a very elaborate
revision of my monograph on the Pathin Sultédns of Dehli,
while residing under the very shadow of so many of their
memorial edifices, I acquired and described, among others,
two specimens of the money of this king, which seemed to be
closely identifiable with his Utopian productions of new and
infinitesimal subdivisions of the leading copper coinage, in
his expressed desire of securing for the poorest of the poor,
the fractional change they might be entitled to in the most
limited purchases® These coins responded singularly in their
mutual proportions, and contributed in the form of once

1 As. Res. v. 95.

3 Shams-i-Sir&j, in his work entitled the Téarikh-i-Ffraz Shéhi, gives the
following incidents regarding Firiz Shah’s coinages :—

20 oW Gl cndis SK A e &6 ot Gl
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current money, definitive weights in copper amounting
severally to 34'5 and 17-8 grains, from which a very low
estimate was deduced of 34'8 and 17'4, as a normal official
standard. If the 848 grain of the first of y

these be maultiplied by 160, it will give a @:@
return of 56680 grains, and accepting this

trial piece, conditionally, as FirtGz’s novel
half-Chital,}! it will be seen to furnish a general total of 11,136
grains for the copper equivalent of the 175 grains of silver con-
tained in the old Tankah, and confirms the range of the Chital
at 69°6 grains, or only ‘4 short of the full contents tradition
would assign it, as the unchanged Zalf kdrshdpana of primi-
tive ages.? To pass to the opposite extreme for a test of the
copper exchange rate, it is found that when Shir Shih re-
organised the northern coinage of Hindustén, by the lights of

o (U bl g Ulogt eibe 0 5 tmalie b
by Je a g 330 g &CT 5 delnm Oyl M £ 0 o
P) ,&K 89, i.\glé)'\}d} é'\g)‘-e-}w) d_\ii‘ii, D, 28 i‘s
onbiorl i aljpd (g S E e 5 S0 5 SKatn
G Spds r‘(-“? ke JJ)-‘ 5wy a0 ady e u~‘=39-.'
Sz UL It el plen S s s Dl
ol sibe b Clo b,y Jemr e dar 1y S oy
O KSR IFRNE { PR IAPIAC£ PR K L JCH RURR IR 6 KA RV (4%
S e il oy a8 b il Y S oyl
el (sate y 121 e sy w2 90051 B d00 2o S
JYRR UV B DY LT3 JYUC RN | WKW X S U YR E )
q;&g‘)}‘&fd@?f_ﬁbﬂ) AL_:.;:O\‘)J‘K‘J:,?F_J
Od Jolo Sl y L5 520 08 oy
The original and unique MS., from which the above passage is extracted, is in
the possession of the Nawéb Zih-ud-din of Lohéra, in the Dehli territory.
1 T once supposed these two coins to be whole and half Chitals, instead of the
half and quarter pieces now adopted.
2 It may be as well to state distinctly that the most complete affirmation of
the numismatic existence of a Chstal of a given weight and value, supported even
by all anterior written testimony, in no wise detracts from the subsequent and

independent use of the name for the purposes of account, a confasion which per-
chance may have arisen from the traditional permanency of the term itself, which

1 Chital of Firds.
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his southern experience, and swept away all dubious combina-
tions of metals, reducing the copper standard to its severe
chemical element ; his Mint statistics show that the 178 grains
of silvér, constituting his revised Tankah, exchanged against
40 ddms, or quadrupled chitals of copper, of an ascertained
weight of 323'5 grains each, producing in all a total of 12,940
grains of the latter metal, as the equivalent of 178 grains of
gilver, or in the ratio of 72:69 to 1; though, even in the
altered weights and modified proportions, still retaining in-
herent traces of the old scheme of fours, in the half ddm of 80,
and the quarter ddm of 160 to the new “ Rupee.”

in either case might eventually have been used to represent higher or lower
values than that which originally belonged to it. Zi4-i-Barni at one moment
seems to employ the term as a fractional fiftieth of the ZTankak, while in other
parts of the same or similar documents he quotes a total of ¢ sixty Chitals,”” and
in his statement of progressive advances of price, mentions the rise from twenty
Chitals to Aalf @ Tankah. Ferishtah following, with but vague knowledge, declares
that fifty Chitals constituted the Tankah ; while AbGl Fazl, who bad real infor-
mation on these matters as understood in his own day, asserts that the ddm was
divided “in account’” into twenty-five Chitals, (See Suppt. Pathan Sultans,
p. 81; N. C. xv. 1566; Ferishtah, p. 299 ; Gladwin A. A., L, p. 86.) Then
again there seems to have been some direct association between Chitals and
Kdnis, as General Cunningham has published a coin which he as yet has only
partially decipbered, bearing the word A;? on the one side, and L,S’K"
H ;,K_, ] on the other. J. A. S. B., 1862, p. 425.

I have received from Mr. C. P. Brown the following note in reply to my queries
as to the probable derivation of the word Chital : —

“] have been considering the inquiry you make regarding chital J?-\? .
You probably are aware that it is mentioned in the Ayin-i-Akbari, in the chapter
on coins. There it evidently is an ideal money, like the farthing. You believe
it may be connected with chhe tol J ’_‘,‘ et but I rather judge it to be merely
the Sanskrit chitra {Rq meaning ‘ odd’ as a species ; or as an odd sum, a frac-
tion; the smallest coins in copper, which in Marata and Dakhni are called kAurda
3‘-’))5 (see Wilson’s Glossary, p. 288), and in America Jts; or a fraction even
of these, which in the bazar are often represented or paid in a few pinches of grain.
As the Sanskrit month Chastra is in Bengali Chast, and the Chitra-durgam, or

¢ 0dd coloured hill,’ is in Dakhni called 65—6'3 J'*:?- Chittle droog, I think this
may be the true derivation. The caurs, kowry, is not mentioned in the Ayin-i-
Akbari, and probably was not yet introduced into India. We still the
smallest fractions ‘grains;’ and that which is indefinite would be ohitra, or,
according to the Musulméni pronunciation, cheetul. There is also a form of it,
chillara AT or chilra L*? used in the Madras countries. Wilson notices it
in his Glossary, p. 112, but fails to perceive its origin. It is precisely the same
in sense. In Sanskrit scientific treatises, after a general rule, chitram is given as
being a species, or sub class: chsllara may often be rendered miscellaneous ; and
this is the same in idea.”
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Tt remains to discover upon what principles the new silver
coinage of Altamsh was based. That copper was the ruling
standard by which the relative values of the more precious
metals were determined, there can scarcely be a doubt. The
estimate by Panas of the ancient Law-giver, the constant
reckoning by Chitals of the early Muhammadan intruders,
down to the revenue assessments of Akbar, all of which were
calculated in copper coin, sufficiently establish the permanency
of the local custom, and the intrinsic contents of Altamsh’s
Sikkak or &aid\ of 174 or 175 grains, must primarily have
been regulated by the silver equivalent of a given number of
Chitals. Had the old silver Purdnas been still in vogue, the
new coin might have been supposed to have been based upon
their weights and values ; three of which Purénas would have
answered to an approximate total of 96 ratis; but although
the weight of the old coin had been preserved in the more
modern Dehli-wdlas, the metallic value of the current pieces
had been so reduced, that from 16 to 24 would probably have
been required to meet the exchange against the original silver
Tankak ; on the other hand, although the number of 96 ratis
does not occur in the ancient tables, the combination of the in-
convenient number of tAree Purénas into one piece, is by no
means opposed to Vedic ideas ; and there can be no question
but that the traditional 96 ratis, of whatever origination, is
constant in the modern tolak; but, as I have said before, the
question whether the new coin was designed to constitute an
even one hundred rati-piece, which, in process of time, by
wear or intentional lowering of standard weights, came to
settle down to the 96 rati folah, remains to be proved by the
determination of the decimals in troy-grains, which ought to
be assigned to the normal rafs.

1 now proceed to notice the historical bearings of the coins
of the Bengal series.

Any general revision of a specml subject, coincident with
the discovery of an unusually large amount of new illustrative
materials, owes a first tribute to previous commentators—
whose range of identification may chance to have been cir-
cumscribed by more limited archseological data, the application
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of which may equally have been narrowed by the inaccessi-
bility of written history, heretofore confined, as in the present
instance, to original Oriental MSS., or the partial transcripts
and translations incidentally made known to the European
world. At the head of the list of modern contributors must
be placed, in point of time, M. Reinaud, who, so long ago as
1823, deciphered and described several types of the Bengal
Mintages, commencing with those of Iliks S8héh (No. viii. of
this series).! Closely following appeared Marsder’s elaborate
work, which, among other novelties, displayed a well-sustained
sequence of Bengal coins, with corresponding engravings
still unequalled, though in point of antiquity, producing
nothing earlier than the issues of the same Ili4s Shéh, who
had inaugurated the newly-asserted independence of the
southern monarchy, with such a wealth of coinages.? Next
in order, must be cited a paper, in the Journal of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal, by Mr. Laidlay, which added materially to
the numismatic records of the local sovereigns, though still
remaining deficient in the development of memorials of the
more purely introductory history of the kingdom.? I myself,
in the course of the publication of the Imperial Coins of the
Pathén Sulténs of Dehli,* had occasion to notice two pieces
of Bahédur Shéh, one of which proved of considerable interest,
and likewise coins of both Shams-ud-din Firdz, and Mubérak
Shah, whose defective marginal legends, however, defeated
any conclusive assignment to their original producers.

The chronicles of a, subordinate and, in those days, but
little accessible country were too often neglected by the
national historians at the Court of Dehli, even if their means
of information as to the course of local events had not neces-
sarily been more or less imperfect. Two striking exceptions
to the ordinary rule fortuitously occur, at conjunctions speci-
ally bearing upon the present enquiry, in the narrative of

1 Journal Asmhque, Paris, vol. iii., p. 272.

2 Numismata Orientalia, London, 1826, pp. 661-685.

3 Vol. xv. (1846), p. 323.

¢ Wertheimer, London, 1847 Pp. 37, 42, 82, and Snpplement printed at Dehli
in 1861, p. 15, See also Numismatic Chromcle, vol. ix., pp. 176, 181; vol. x.,,
p- 163; and vol. xv, p. 124,
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Minh4j-ul-8iréj, Juzjéni, and the “ Travels of Ibn Batutah,”
the former of whom accompanied Tughén Khén to Lakh-
nauti, in A.m. 640;! where he resided for about two years.
The Arab from Tangiers,® on his way round to China, as
ambassador on the part of Muhammad bin Tughlak, found
himself in Eastern Bengal at the inconvenient moment when
Fakhr-ud-din Mubé4rak was in a state of undisguised revolt
against the emperor, to whom they jointly owed allegiance ;
but this did not interfere with his practical spirit of enquiry,
or his placing on record a most graphic description of the
existing civilization and politics of the kingdom, and further
compiling a singularly fresh and independent account (de-
rived clearly from ofvd voce statements) of the immediately
preceding dynastic changes to which the province had been
subjected. So that, in effect, Ibn Batutah, with his merely
incidental observations, has done more for the elucidation of
the obscurities of the indigenous history of the period repre-
sented by the earlier coins of the Kooch Bahér hoard than all
the native authors combined, to whose writings we at present

have access.
- The merits of these authors may or may not appear upon

1 The Tabakét-i-Nésiri of Abt Umar Minhéj-ud-din bin Sirsj-ud-din, Jugsdns,
has been printed and published in the Persian series of the Bibliotheca Indica,
under the auspices of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (Caloutta, 1864, pp. 453).
The chapters on Indian and Central Asian affairs, with which the author was
more or less personally conversant, have alone been reproduced. The usual
Oriental commencement with the history of the world, the rise of Muham-
madanism, etc., being mere compilations from secon sources, have been very

roperly exeluded from this edition. A full notice of the original work will be
E)und in Mr. Morley’s Catalogue of the MSS. of the R. A. 8., p. 17 (London,
1854). Several other works of native historians, bearing upon the subject of this
paper, have also been made accessible to the public in a printed form in the same
collection, among which may be noted the Tarikh-i-Firaz 8hahi (the third king of
the name in the Dehli list}, by Zf-i-Barni (Calcutta, 1862, pp. 602), and the
Muntakhab-ul-Tawérikh of Abd ul Kadir, Buddins SCalcntta., 1865, pp. 407).
The editors have unadvisedly, I think, omitted the early portions of the original
relating to India, and commence the publication with the accession of Akbar.  An
outline of the entire contents of the work will be found in Sir H. Elliot’s Histo-
rians of India (Caleutts, 1849, p. 305).

3 An E¥luh version of Ibn Batutah's Travels (taken from an abridged text),
by Dr. S.-Lee, was published in the series of the Oriental Translation Fund in
1829 (1 vol., 4to., London). A new and very complete edition of his entire
Arabic Text, with a French Translation, chiefly the work of the late M. C,
Defrémery, has been issued within the last few years by the Société Asiatique of
Paris (4 vols. 8vo., Paris, 1853-1858).
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the surface in the subsequent pages, as it is only in doubtful
or difficult cases that their aid may chance to be invoked, but
for the obscure series of the first Governors of Bengal, the one
stands alone, and for the space of time intervening between'
the provincial obscuration of Nésir-ud-din Mahmd, the un-
ambitious son of Balban, to the revival of public interest in
Bengal, consequent upon the subjection and capture of a rebel
vassal by Ghifs-ud-din Tughlak Shéh, the chance traveller
describes more effectively the political mutations and varying
monarchical successions than the professed historiographers
treating exclusively of the annals of their own land. .

The following list of Local Governors has been compiled,
the early portion from the precise statements of Minhéj-ul-
Siréj, the latter part from the casual notices of Bengal, to be
found in Zié-i-Barni, who professed to continue the history
of India from the latest date reached by the former author,
or from A.H. 658 to 753, being a period of 95 years, covering
the reigns of eleven kings. The last-named work was finally
completed in A.H. 758,

The arrangement of the names and the dates of accession
of the chiefs will be found to depart occasionally from the
details given by Stewart,! in his excellent History of Bengal,
but I have designedly sought to draw my materials inde-
pendently from the original authorities, whom he was perhaps
in a less favourable position for consulting than the student
of the present day.

GOVERNORS OF BENGAL.

ACCES-

SION. NAMES OF GOVRRNORS, REMARKS,
A.H.

600 1. gsj".‘ )\.‘.‘.k‘ oas® | First Muhammadan conqueror of
‘ ' - Bengal,under Kutb-ud-din of Dehli,

602 2. 1 8 ausr bt Succeeds to the local government
24 e .)z after the death of Muhammad

u:‘b- Bakhtiér.

1 The History of Bengal, by Charles Stewart. London, 1813. 4to.
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GOVERNORS OF BENGAL—oontinued.

ACCES~
. BION,
AM,

—

605 | 3. .\o = 8§+ | Nominited to the governmemt b
T ";\ U.J'A“. Kutb-ud-din, on whose decease u’;

9_"\5- A.H. 607, he assumes independ-
. ence.!

608 | 4. gy madl ‘.L..a. Commandant at Deokét, establishes

his power and assumes royal honors.

NAMES OF GOVERNORS, REMARKS.

X W u“aLa) > He submits to Altamsh in A.x. 622,
" : but almost immediately commences
( o M an active revolt, which is put an

end to in his capture by Nésir-ud-
din Mahmdd, the eldest son of Al-
tamsh, in A.H. 624,

624 5. ) QA ol U | Nasir-ud-din had been appointed b
e R e his father Governor of Oudh, u{

V“".““ w“al..y A.H. 623, from whence he ad-

vanced against Hisam-ud-din in

624, and recovered the ki m of
Bengal, where he remained as sub-
king till his death early in 626.
627 6. i\~ .ol sz | After temporary disturbances in the
%.’J TR province, Altamsh, having restored

order in A.H. 627, designated Ala-
:;ll-d!n Jéani to the charge of Ben-

7. & u.'A“ tfiaw | Nominated to Bengal on the dismissal
™ " " of Ala-ud-din Jans (date not given).
el Dies in 631 a.H.

! Minhéj-ul-Sirtj, who treats of the history of his own and immediately pre-
coding times, introduces the reigns of the more powerful sovereigns with ‘a full
list of the Court notabilities, forming a sort of Almanach de Gotha of Muhammadan
India. These lists embrace the vaxious branches of the Royal Family, Ministers,

Judges, and Governors of Provinces. The following names of the L’?Lﬂ"s or

military administrators of Bengal, which appear in the official returns, may serve
to cltx::{ or confirm the im%erg:]t’ data obt];Puexed from the casual n?t?oes o’f local
history to be met with in the geueral narrative of the events of the Empire at
large. There is this diserimination, however, to be made that these imperial
nominations were often merely titular, while the effective executive was in other
and independent hands :

Under Altamsh, A.1. 607-638.
5olj yolp e Ll jLast CSL gsﬂﬂ <.
Under Nésir-ud-din Mahmd, A.n. 644-664. :
g:,q.ﬂ e Gl (Y epallie Ot S
e s st &S L5 s s 0
155 Gy o Gl e s 5 ol - 1 2L
2
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GOVERNORS OF BENGAL—continued.

ACCES-~
8ION,
A.H,

NAMES OF GOVERNORS.

! REMARKS.

" 631

642

656

657

657

659

676?

681

B Wb Jib palle

ES
9.0l o Tl

10, CKig ol st
o b

1L Ogmann ol Nl
o
12, Lo ey 2llje

18, s Ho all £

s
14. 25 (s o)l oas)
ol

15, Jab pdl ke

16. pallol slE
Qgas"*

Pledges his allegiance to Riziah on
her elevation in A.1.634; continues
in the government till 642 A.=H.,
when he surrenders the kingdom to
No. 9. (Minhéj-ul-Sir4j, the his-
torian, was at his court at this
latter-period.

Obtains possession of Lakhnauti on
the 5th Zul K&ad, A.x. 642—dies
in 644.

Dates uncertain. First appointed
during the reign of Nésir-ud-din
Mahmd of Dehli. He seems to
have been a powerful ruler and a
daring commander, and finally met
his death in his retreat from an
over-venturesome expedition into
Kamrdp, He bad previously as-
sumed 1ndependence under the title

of ol Cuie .

Appointed in A.B. 656. (UB =3
subsequently in temporary posses-
sion).

Recognised, on receipt of his tribu-
tary presents at head-quarters, in
the early part of A.m, 857.

Obtains & momentary advantage over
No. 12 in his absence from his
capital ; eventually taken prisoner
and superseded by No. 12.

Son of No. 12.1 On the accession of
Balban in A.m. 664, he forwards
elephants and tribute to Dehli.

Appointed by Balban3? He after-
wards asserts his independence,
and assumes the title of
Balban sends armies against him
without success, and at lanil;nﬂlro
ceeds in person to Bengal. Finally
Toghral is surprised and killed.

Second son of Balban, installed with
royal honors.

1 Zib-i-Barni in one place, page 53, calls him w\,‘. wL )\ - UL'S. );'.5 ’

and again, at page 66, _suuaiS s 25 Ll & Ll o)) as.
% Zi-~i-Barni, pp. 82-92.
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As I have such frequent occasion to quote the names of
the Kings of the Imperial Dynasty of Dehli, I annex for
facility of reference a full list of these Sovereigns.

LIST OF THE PATHAN SULTANS OF HINDUSTAN.

(DEHLI).
DATE OF

ACCESSION, NO. NAMES OF SULTANS.
AH.
589 1 Mdiz-ud-din Muhammad bin S&m (1st Dynasty).
602 2 Kutb-ud-din Aibek.
607 3 Aram Shah,
607 4 Shams-ud- dfn Altamsh.
633 5 Rukn-ud-dfn Firdz Sheh I.
634 6 Sultan Rizfah.
637 7 Miiiz-ud-din Bahram Shéh,
639 8 Al&-ud-din Masiad Shéh.
644 9 Nasir-ud-din Mahmad.
664 10 Ghiés-ud-din Balban.
685 11 Miz-ud-din Kaikubad. :
688 12 Jaltl-ud-dfn Firaz Shah II., KAdj¢ (2nd Dynasty).
695 13 Rukn-ud-dfn Ibrahfm,
695 14 Ala-ud-din Muhammad Shéh.
715 15 Shahéb-ud-dfn Umar.
716 16 Kutb-ud-din Mubérak Shéh I.
720 17 Nésir-ud-din Khusr.
720 18 | Ghfs-ud-din Tughlak Shah (3rd Dynasty).
726 19 Muhammad bin Tughlak.
752 20 Firaz Shah IIL., bin Salar Rajab.
790 21 Tughlak Shah II.
791 22 Abtbakr Shah,
793 23 Muhammad Shéh bin Firdz Shéh.
7956 24 Sikandar 8h&h,
796 26 Mahm6d 8héh bin Muhammad 8héh (Timdr, 800).
797 26 Nusrat Shah, Interregnum, Mahmad restored, 802,
815 27 Daulat Khan Lodi.
817 28 Khizr Khén Syud (4th Dynasty).
824 29 Miz-ud-din Mubérak Shéh II.
839 30 Muhammad Shéh bin Farid Shéh,
849 81 *Aélam Shéh.
854 32 Bahlél L6di (5th Dynasty).
894 33 Sikandar bin Bahlél.
923 34 Ibréhim bin Sikandar (Béber, 930 a.n.)
937 35 Mubhammad Huméytn, Moghwl.
946 36 Farid-ud-din Shir Sh&h, 4fghdn,
952 37 Tslam Shéh,
960 38 Muhammad ’A6dil Shah.
961 39 Ibréhim Sar.
962 40 Sikandar Shah (Huméydn, 962 a.x.)
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The unenlivened Chronicles of the Local Governors of
Bengal enter upon a more interesting phase, in the nomina-
tion of Nésir-ud-din Mahméd, the son of the Emperor
Balban, who subsequently came to prefer the easy dignity of
Viceroy, in the more even climate of the south, in derogation
of his birth-right’s higher honours, and the attendant dangers
of Imperialism at Dehli. One of the most touching chapters
of Indian history is contributed by the incidents of this
monarch’s meeting with his own arrogant son, Muiz-ud-
din Kaikubéd, who had succeeded to the superior dignities
abjured by the father.! They then met as nmominal Vassal
and Suzerain, but little unequal in power, and each occupy-
ing independent and preparedly hostile camps, on the
ordinary route between their respective capitals. Oriental
etiquette, and more reasonable distrust, for a time, de-
layed the interview, in which, at last, nature was destined
to re-assert its laws, and ‘to reconcile even conflicting royal
interests, by subduing, for the moment, the coarse vices of
the son in the presence of the tempered virtues of the father.
Repeated amicable conferences, however, merely resulted in
each returning on his way, with but little change in the
relative political position of either; and the comparatively
obscure repose of Nésir-ud-din Mahmid remained undisturbed,
while other successors filled his son’s throne at Dehli. The
more immediate question bearing upon the attribution of the
earliest coins in the Kooch Bahar treasure, is exactly how
long did N4sir-ud-din continue to live and reign. Zi4-i-Barni,?
and those who follow his ill-digested history, affirm that he
retained his provincial kingship till 699 A.1., when he divested
himself of all symbols of royalty in the mere dread of the
confessedly overwhelming power of Al4d-ud-din Muhammad
Shéh, to be, however, reinstated by that Sultén; and, finally,
it is asserted that Nasir-ud-din was still in existence, and
once again reinvested with the full insignia of a king, by
Tughlak Shéh, in a.H. 724.

Zi4-i- Barni, p. 142; Ibn Batutah, iii., p. 178; Lee’s Translation, p. 117;
and ui‘-\’““ L_)\Js of Amir Khusr, Dehisoi.
. 3 Printed edition, p. 4561; Budauni MS. ; Ferishtah (Briggs, i. p. 406).
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Ibn Batutah, a higher authority in proximity of time, and
obviously more intimate with the purely indigenous history,
states that Nésir-ud-din, on his return from his interview
with his son, reigned some years (.;a:),! an expression which
is scarcely compatible with the idea of a nearly continuous
- rule of “forty-three solar years,” and a decease in A.H. 725,
as adopted by Stewart:?* a prolongation of administrative
functions indeed altogether inconsistent with the direct evi-
dénce of the dates on the money of Kai Kifs, or the parallel
proof of Shams-ud-din’s exercise of the functions of sovereignty
in 702 A.H., associated as they are with the unconfested histo-
rical and numismatic demonstration of the succession of one
grandson, Shahab-ud-din, whose ejection from his inherited
section of the kingdom by his more powerful brother, Bahédur,
formed so prominent a ground for imperial interference in the
affairs of Bengal, are each and all too well ascertained to leave
any doubt that the authors who make Néasir-ud-din’s reign
extend to 725 must be in error; the squrce of the mistake seems
as simple as it is obvious, the mere omission of the son’s name
as preceding that of the father, in Persian MS. writing, or
simple ignorance of the order of local successions, would account
for the whole difficlty. And, as is obvious, Ibn Batutah’s
own personal knowledge, and possibly correct autograph ver-
sion, reproduced independently in other lands, have not saved
later transcripts of his work from analogous imperfections.?

But there are other and more direct internal evidences in
the texts of the Indian authors, of confusion and imperfect
knowledge in the relation of the incidents attendant upon the
re-settlement of Bengal by Alé-ud-din in A.H. 699, where it is
stated that “a chief, named Bahddur Khén,” was at this time
appointed to ‘“the eastern districts of Bengal,”* with the
object of dividing the province, and thus rendering its rulers

1 French edition, iii., p. 179, and xiii. Dr. Lee’s (.ja* “two years,” p. 118,
an error. 3 Stewart’s Bengal, p. 80.
3 Ex.gr., Bahadur is made the son of Nésir-ud-din, at p. 179, vol. iii., instead
of the grandson, which the text at P- 210, vol. iii., and p. 213, vol. iv., affirms him
to have been. Lee’s MS. authorities again, in omitting the intermediate name of
Nésir-ud-din, skip a generation, and ante-date Shams-ud-din (Firz) in consti-
tuting him-a son of Ghits-ud-dfn Balban (p. 128).

4 Ferishtah, Briggs, i., p. 406 ; Stewart, p. 79.
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““ more subservient to the Court of Dehli.” It is highly im-
probable, had Nasir-ud-din been living at the epoch in ques-
tion, that a grandson of his “should have been selected for
such a charge to the supercession of his own father, Shanis-
ud-dfn, or in priority to the son of that father, Shahéb-
ud-din, who was the elder or perhaps better-born brother of
Bahédur, each of whom, Ibn Batutah certifies, in turn suc-
ceeded to royal honours in the old capital of Bengal.

Having completed this simple outline of the historical data,
I now proceed to describe the coins in their due order; first
on the list in priority of time is a piece which I can only
doubtfully assign to Bengal, and whose individual appropria-
tion, moreover, must remain to a certain extent inconclusive.
The coin itself will be seen to bear the hereditary name of
the first Moslem Conqueror of India, Makmid of Ghazni,
and the oft-revived title of the founder of the dynasty, Ndssr-
ud-din Subuktagin, a conjunction of royal designations already
seen to have been applied to a Succession of Pathén princes,
whose intitulation followed antecedent conventionalisms.

Nésir-ud-din. Mahmtd Shh.
No. 1.
Silver. B8ize, viii. Weight, 163.1 grs. Unique, British Museum.
Osv. REv.

Pt LN

ooty Lod T - ,
! T el il el
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The incidental details of the legends restrict the assign-
ment of this piece to one of fwo individuals, the eldest or the
youngest son- of Altamsh, the latter of whom was authorita-
tively designated by the like name and title on the decease
of his brother, in 626 a.m.! The citation of the formula,
“ during the reign of (the Khalif) Al Mostansir billah,” on
the reverse, limits the final period of the issue of the coin, not
exactly to the 5th month of the year a.H. 640, when that
Pontiff died, but with clear precision to A.H. 641, when the
knowledge of his death was officially declared by the substitu-
tion of a new name in the Mintages of the capital of Hindustén.?

This younger son was destined eventually to succeed to
the throne of his father at Dehli, in 644 a.m., after the in-
tervening reigns of Rukn-ud-din Firdz Shéh, Rizfah,
Muiz-ud-din Bahrém Shéh, and Al4-ud-din Masitid Shéh,
in all, however, extending only over a space of eleven years,
posterior to the death of Altamsh. The second Mahmd, must,
under these conditions, have been but of tender years, and
though, at this conjuncture, promoted to the titular honours of
an elder brother, not in any position to exercise authority in his
own person, and less likely to have had medallic tribute paid
to him by his father, should such have been the origin of the
exceptional specimen under review. To the first-born Nésir-
ud-din Mahmid, no such objections apply ; he was very early
invested by his sire, with the administration of the important
government of Hénsi, and in 628 A.H., advanced to the higher
charge of the dependencies of Oudh, from which guass frontier,
he was called upon to proceed against Hisém-ud-din Avaz,
(No. 4 in the list of Governors, suprd), who had already
achieved a very complete independence in the province of
Bengal. Here, his arms were fortuitously, but not the less
effectually, successful, so that he had honours thrust upon him
even to the Red Umbrella, and its attendant dignities,® what-

Tt 5} ol gt 2yl delim Spasm® gl o oYt s
Tabakat Nésiri, p. 181 ; ,_\’;,\_,J{ Py e [.U 5 iy p. 201

3 Path&n Sulténs of Dehli, coin No. 33, p. 22. .
" 3 His title is usually limited by Minh&j-ul-8irgj to bﬂ" pp- 177, 181, 201 ;
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ever the exact measure of these may have been. Under such
¢riumphant ooincidences, it is possible that the universal
favourite, the still loyal heir-apparent, may have placed his
own name on the coinage, without designed offence, especially
as at this time Moslem Mints were only beginning to adapt
themeelves to their early naturalization on Indian soil, and
when the conqueror’s camps carried with them the simple
machinery, and equally ready adepts, for converting bullion
plunder on the instant into the official money of a general, or
his liege sovereign. Altamsh’s own circulating media were
only in process of crude development at this period, and had
scarcely risen superior to the purely Hindu currencies it had
served the purpose of his predecessors to leave virtually in-
tact : his own strange T¥rki name,' and that of many of his
sucoessors, continued to figure in the Ndgari letters of the
subject races on the surfaces of the mixed silver and copper
coins of indigenous origin, at times commemorative of imper-
fectly achieved conquests, and the limited ascendancy implied
in the retention of the joint names of the conqueror and the
momentarily subject monarch ;? while the Sultén’s own trial-

but on one occasion u\u‘-’ crops out incidentally in the Court list where, in
his place among the sons of the Emperor Altamsh, he is so designated, p. 178.

! This name I have, as a general rule, retained in the form aceepted as the
conventional English orthography— Aitamsh. The correct rendering of the
original is still an open question, but the more trustworthy authors reproduce the

designation as 42231, & transcription supported in & measure by the repetition
of the third letter in the Kufic dies, and made authoritative, in as far as local
pronunciation is concerned, by the Hindi correlative version of

(Path&n Sultans, Coin No. 14). The inscription on the Kurs MINKR, at Dehli,
has (%acls], which aceords with the Arabic numismatic rendering on the
reverses of the Hindi Coins now cited. e

Beo also Thj-ul-Mabsir, Alitimish: Wastf, Alitmish, and at times _duals}
Badauni, Ailtitimish. . ’

Elliot’s Historians of Indis, p. 111.

2 See coins of Chahir deva.

Obverse. Bull. Legend: wgrael =t m&ﬁ :

Reverss. Horsoman. Legend: gf} e ?ﬂ

—Pathén Sulténs, No.15; Ariana Antiqua, pl. xix. 16. 81, 34; Prinsep’s Besa
i. 333, pl. xxvi. 31 ; Minh&j-ul-Sirj, pp. 215, 240; Tod’s Rajasthan, ii. 46’::
and J.A.S. Bengal, 1865, p. 126.
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pieces, in silver, were indeterminate in their design and legends,
as well as utterly barbarous in their graphic execution.

Had the coin under review followed the usual phraseology
and paleography of the Imperial Nésir-ud-din Mahmid’s
Mint legends, it might have been imagined that an ancient
and obsolete reverse had been by hazard associated with a new
obverse. But the obverse inscription in the present instance
differs from the later Dehli nomenclature in the addition of
the word Sidk after the name of Makmid,' and contrasts as
singularly in the forms of the letters, and the insertion of the
short vowels with the more deferred issues, as it, on the other
hand, closely identifies itself in these marked peculiarities with
the initial dies of Altamsh and the closely sequent coinages
of Riziah, two of which latter are now known to be the
produce of the Lakhnauti Mint..

RIZIAH.

The earliest coins that can be definitely attributed to a
Bengal mint, are those of the celebrated Queen Regnant of
Mubhammadan India—Riziah, the daughter of Altamsh, The
ministers at her father’s court were scandalized at the preference
it was proposed to extend to a daughter, in supercession of the
claims of adult male heirs to the throne; but the Sultdn
justified his selection, alike on account of the demerits of his
sons, and the gifts and acquirements of his daughter, who
had been brought up under the unusual advantages of free-
dom from the seclusion enjoined for females by the more
severe custom of ordinary Moslem households, aided by the
advantages incident to the exalted position occupied by her
mother as the leading and independently-domiciled wife.
After the brief reign of Rukn-ud-din Firtz, extending over

! 8o, in written history, N4sir-ud-din Mahmad, the Emperor, is called by his own
2 H [ Y . .

special biographer, ,lLlull .y ogas pally Liall ol I\ S
(pp. 9, 177, 178, 201, etc.) which is in contrast to the nominal adjunct so constant
with his predecessors, Firdz S8hah, Bahram Sh&h, Masiad Shéh. " On one occasion
only does the additional Sh&h appear in a substituted list of Altamsh’s Court
(p. 178), where the text gives—I1. Sulttn Néasir-ud-din ¢ * 2. Sultan Nésir-
ud-din Mahmad; dnd at the end, after the name of Rukn-ud-din Ffriz Shah,
comes * Nésir-ud-din Mahmad Skdh.”
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less than seven months—who freely exemplified by his mis-
conduct his father’s prophetic reproach—Riziah succeeded in
establishing her supremacy in the city of Dehli (a.H. 734),
and Eastern eyes witnessed the singular spectacle of an un-
veiled and diademed Queen—the first in India—directing
the hosts of Islém, under the canopy of the immemorial
regal seat on an elephant. Riziah’s early inauguration was
attended with no inconsiderable danger and difficulty, arising
from the organised military resources of the various governors
of provinces, who hesitated in conceding their allegiance.
Eventually, however, to use the expression of Minh4j-ul-
Sir4j, quiet was established throughout the empire, and
Riziah’s sway was acknowledged from ¢ Daibal to Lakh-
nauti.” In A.\. 737, the Empress proceeded in person to
quell an outbreak on the part of Ikhtiir-ud-din AltGniah,
Governor of Tiberhind; but was taken captive in the en-
gagement that ensued, and, possibly with scant ceremony,
introduced into the harem of the conqueror, who shortly
afterwards advanced upon Dehli in the hope of recovering
the sovereignty, to which he had thus acquired an adven-
titious claim ; but his army was in turn defeated, and him-
self and Riziah met their deaths near Kaithal in the month of
Rabi-al-Awal, o.1. 738.1

The contemporary biographer in his official lists styles this
queen 2! &, LY, a title which she affects on the
ordinary copper coins,® but on the silver money she adopts
the designation of .pa! d¥o-.

Jaldlat-ud-din. Rizfah,
Corx No. 2.
Laknautf, a.5. ?
Silver. Size,vii. Weight, 168 grs. Plate I., figure 1.
" Type, Obverse, the whole surface is occupied by the legend.

Roverse, circular area, enclosing a double-lined square.
Narrow margin.

1 Tabakét Nésiri, 1;}) 183, 185, 261. See also Ibn Batutah, iii. pp. 167, 168.
2 Path&n Sultans, Nos, 28, 29,
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(Bee also a similar coin from the Laknauti Mint, Plate i., fig.
27, page 19. Coins of the Pathdn Sulténs of Hinddstan.!

1 It would seem from the orthography adopted in this earliost record of the
name of Laknauts (H,“a,:.ﬂ) that the original Semitio transcription was designed
to follow the classical derivation of Lakshmanavat! (WEHUANY), which was
soon, however, adapted to the more colloquial Luckhman ( U“%l) by the addi-
tion of an 4 after the %, as k_;; )“QQ ; in which form it appears under the first local

Sultans (coin No. 8, etc.), Minh4j-ul-Sir4j relates its elevation to the rank of the
capital in supercession of Nuddeah by Muhammad Bakhtfar in the following terms :

Ol Vg A2 55 Blo e fhan T i dame e

Printed edit. p. 1561. The same author at p. 162 gives a full account of the
remarkable size, progress, and general topography of the city as existing in 641
A.H. on the occasion of his own visit, -

It is difficult to say when the name of the city was changed to Gawr, a denomi-
nation which is never made use of by the older authorities. Abul Fazl says,
* Formerly it was called Lucknouty, and sometimes Gour’” (A. A. ii. p. 11) ; while
Budéuni gives a ridiculous version of the origin of the designation as being

derived from  g,o3, He wiites glglsly , aylee jlo aasr
Ul 5 of o 5 Gilss 5 dorlus ealo )y 1)

,3)1,3 ‘.b ))s & *’)”;’;:*’3 U e ‘.L; . The obvious imperfection
of the critical philology os the derivation, however, debars it reception, as does
the caustic alternative of )); =¢grave,” which the often deserted site, under the
speedy action of water and a semi-tropical vegetation, may have deservedly earned
for it. But it is quite legitimate to infer that as 3&‘ was the ancient name for
central Bengal (Wilson, Glossary, sub voce; Albirani, quoted J.R.A.8. i, N.8,

. 471), and .o(ivnvﬁmately associated with the tribal divisions of the indigenous

rahmans, that the designation originated in the popular application of the name
of the country to its own metropolis, and that the town continued to be called
Gayr in vernacular speech in spite of the new names so frequently bestowed upon
it by its alien lords.
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I—RUKN-UD-DIN KAI KAUS.

The full and satisfactory identification of the king who
ruled under the designation of Kai Kaids has yet to be
accomplished. Rajendra 141 Mitra has suggested a notion
that Nésir-ud-din Mahmid, the son of Balban, so often
mentioned in this article, sought, as local ruler of Bengal,
“to continue his allegiance to his grandson Kaimurs
[momentarily king of Dehli], even after his deposition, and
possibly after his death,”! by retaining his name on the
public money. I should be disposed to seek a less compli-
cated explanation of the numismatic evidences. Kai Kéus’
date, tested by the examples of his mintages in the Kooch
Bahér hoard, is limited, in range of time, to five years
(691-695 aA.m.);® a latitude might be taken beyond the
ascertained units, which are somewhat indeterminate in
their tracings, and have equally suffered from abrasion,
on the exposed margins of the coins, but the nsnefy and
the siz hundred can scarcely be contested. If we examine
the political state of India at this period, we find that Hin-
dustin was abnormally quiet under the feeble rule of Jall-
ud-din Firtz (687-695 ao.n.): Alé-ud-din’s conquests in the
Dakhin could have but little affected Bengal, so that any
changes that may have taken place in the latter kingdom
were probably due to successional or revolutionary causes
arising within its own limits. We can scarcely build up a
theory of an access of vigour and assumption of independence
by Nisir-ud-din himself; nor is it probable that, in such a
case, he would have changed both his title and his name.
Besides, the array of titles on the coins in the triple succession
of Sultdns is altogether inconsistent with his actual origin.
Though he was the son of one emperor of Dehli, and the
father of another, he could scarcely ignore the rise of the
former from a state of slavery, or conceal the fact that
Balban himself never pretended to have been the offspring of

a king. The two alternatives remain of either supposing
1 Jour. As. Soc. Beng., 1864, p. 508.
* Rajendra 141 says, ‘“the units one and three are perfectly clear.” Col.

Guthrie’s three coins are imperfect in the word for the unit, I observe traces of
a four on two specimens ; and I read, with some certainty, 695 on another.
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that Nésir-ud-din died before 691 A.H., 8 question discussed
elsewhere, or to conclude that his son Rukn-ud-din Kai
Kéis temporarily assumed kingship during the lifetime of
his father,! and that his limited reign and local obscurity
saved his memory from the comments of history. I fully en-
dorse Rajendra 141’s suggestion that Kai K4ts would have been
likely to be selected as a name for one of a family who took so
many of their designations from Persian heroic ages, and the
elaborate intitulation adopted by that prince, on his coins, of
the “Son and grandson of a Sultdn,” favours such an identi-
fication® It will be seen that although the opening terms
of his obverse legends follow the conventional and unvary-
ing mint phraseology in the use of ,\ull, the (reigning)
Sultén, yet after his own proper name he styles himself
merely .,\bl, and seemingly desired to strengthen his posi-
tion by the insertion of the regal titles of his father and
grandfather, though there is so far room for questioning this
supposition in the fact that the father had fallen short of
supreme power, and was only doubtfully authorized to call him-
self Sultén, while in strictness the Imperial Balban should have
been designated the Sultdn (past regnant) ; but, on the other

1 The following is the genealo Ewal tree, according to Ibn Batutah. See vol.
iii., pp. 174-5, 179, 210, 462; vol. iv., p. 212.
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3 The name of the son of Kai Kob&d, who was elevated to the throne of Dehli
on the death of his father, is variously given by Oriental writers as Shams-ud-din
09 and ) Budsunt and the Mirbt-ul-Alam (MS.) give Kaé K,
but the majonty of authors prefer the Kasomurs, Zif-i-Barni does not state the

name of but mentions a son of Altamsh, in the prevxous generation, as
having been mlfed Kaiomurs (printed ed. p. 126). ’
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hand, Nésir-ud-din had been so long virtually a king in the
south, that the complimentary use of the term was quite within
heraldic licence; and it is to be remarked, that a similar
omission of the supreme prefix occurs in Ndsir-ud-din Makmid
Shdh’s coin (No. 1), which, if correctly attributed, would prove
the legitimacy! of the optional use of one or the other form.
These are avowedly mere speculations ; but when it is con-
sidered how much attention was paid in India, in those days,
to every varying shade and degree of honorary rank, how
much importance was attached to even the-colours of official
umbrellas,? and other, to us, minor observances, it cannot but
be felt that these subordinate indications may chance to prove
of material aid in illustrating doubtful interpretations.
Kai Kais.
No. 3.
Lakhnauti, o.m. ¢ 691, 693,” * and 694-695.
Silver. Bize, vii. Weight, 168 grs. Very rare. Plate I. fig. 2.
Type, as in the previous coins.

Osv. Rev.
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! The Bengal Mints, after the initfal uncertainty, soon settle themselves down
to follow the established Dehli models. In the latter, it will be seen, great care
was taken by all those sovereigns who could boast of a Royal descent, to define
the fact upon their coins. Bahram Shah, Masiad Bhé.h, ésir-ud-din Mahmdd
bin Altamsh, and Ibrahim bin Firtiz all entitle themselves . (5| . Bal-
ban, Kai Kubtd, Jalal-ud-din Firtz, and the great Ala-ud-din Muhammad Shah
have to be content with their own self-achieved () l.

? St g Sy o M‘«é}!. > dusy Minhtj-ul-Sirkj, p. 263;
il jaw mmy oty gllasl ditto, p. 181, am. 625,

3 Babu Rajendra 141 Mitra notices four coins of this ki.ns‘;;x"g:dthe dates 691
and 693. Journ. As. Soc. Bengal, 1864, p. 579. He was di to read the
mint as Sun n. Of Col. Guthrie’s thrée specimens, two bear distinct traces
of the name of Lakhnanti.
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II.—SHAMB-UD-DIN FIRUZ.

‘Whatever may have been the actual date of Nésir-ud-din’s
decease or political obscuration, we tread upon more firm
" ground in the conjoint testimony of the coins and the his-
torical reminiscences of Ibn Batutah, in the assurance that
his son, Shams-ud-din Firtz, was in full possession of power
in Western Bengal at the time of Muhammad bin Tughlak’s
abortive revolt against his own father, in 722-3 o.5.! The
African traveller incidentally mentions that, to the court of
this soughern monarch fled the nobles who had engaged in the
contemplated treason, which originated in the camp of the
army of the Dakhin, of which the imperial heir was commander.
Professedly written history is altogether at fault in establish-
ing the existence or illustrating the reign of this sovereign ;
and even Ibn Batutah?® does little more than place upon

1 As this e presents no particular difficulty, beyond the difference of the
texts from wm\glish and French translators have drawn their inspiration, I
merely annex the rendering given in the amended Paris edition, vol. iii., p. 210,
¢ Les autres émirs s’enfuirent prés du Sultan Chems eddin, fils du sultan Nécir-
eddin, fils du sultan Ghiyéth eddin Balaban, et se fixérent 3 sa cour. . . Les émirs
fugitifs séjourndrent prés du sultan Chems eddin. Dans la suite, celui-ci
mourut, léguant le tr8ne & son fils Chihdb eddin. Ce prince succéda a son pere;
mais son frére cadet, GhiyAth eddin Behddodr Bofirah (ce dernier mot signifie,
dans la langue indienne, & nosr), le vainﬁuit, s'empara du royaume, et tua son
frére KothloQt Khén, ainsi ﬁle la plupart de ses autres fréres. Deux de ceux-ci,
le sultan Chihdb eddin et Ndsir eddin, s’enfuirent prés de T(:ig;hnl:k, qui se mit
en marche avec eux, afin de combattre le fratricide. Il laissa son royaume
son flls Mohammed en qualité de vice-roi, et s’avanca en hate vers le pags de
Lacnaouty. Il ¢’en rendit maitre, fit prisonnier son sultan Ghi]{%:h eddin Beha-
dofir et reprit avec ce captif le chemin de sa capitale.” See also Lee’s Translation,

. 128.
P, Ibn Batutah in the following extract tells us so much about the real history
of Bengal at, and previous to his own visit, that I quote the Arabic text in
extenso; I feel it is the more necessary to reproduce the original version on this
occasion, a8 Dr. Lee's translation is altogether deficient in any reference to the
passage, which was clearly wanting in the MSS. at his disposal.
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record the affiliation, elevation, and decease of Shams-ud-
din, whose own coins alone furnish the additional item of his
regal name of Firiz; and in their marginal records establish
the fact of his possession of Lakhnautf during the period em-
braced between the years 702-722, and at some moment of

nat ade i G 1 ol e al Ui ot I
el el b Lyl Olet annls jp pole ol eolis
o W sase al bl 0 Doy ypole dsly s Gli
530 Je Jyy ded e alili ade b Sty ) Lo
N33 oy ol e Wl eyl St s 4 g o
5 K R FEE I\ R I PR W L
Ay Mgy Jhlady A of Jpe g2y ool o L)
Pl S 100 als e gy a Bl codatly KUY Jidy
FORC [ B U] R PR S L 0 P A
S o Bty e sl e Ll L laad A1 oLY1 cole VY,

Vol. iv. p. 213, Paris edition. &5 45,4

TRANSLATION.

Cest le Sultan Fakhr eddin, surnommé Fakreh, qui est un souverain dis-
tingué, aimant les étrangers, surtout les fakirs et les soufis. La r(:ivi;uté de ce
pays a eppartenu au Sultan Nassir eddtn, fils du Sultan Ghiyéith ed Balaban,
et dont le fils, Mo’izz eddin, fut investi de la souveraineté & Dihly, Nassir eddin
se mit -en marche pour combattre ce fils; ils se rencontrérent sur les bords du
fleuve, et leur entrevue fut appelée la rencontre des deux astres heureux. Nous
avons déja raconté cels, et comment Nissir eddin abandonna I'empire & son fils
et retourna dans le Bengale, Il y séjourna jusqu'a sa mort, et eut pour succes-
seur son Etre) fils, Chams eddin, qui, aprés son trépas, fut lui-méme remplacé

ar son fils, Chihdb eddin, lequel fut vaincu par son frére, Ghiyith eddin
éhddour Bofir, Chihdb eddin demanda du secours au Sultan Ghiyéth eddin
Toghlok, qui lui en accorda, et fit pﬁsonmer Béhadour Botir. Celui-ci fat
ensuite relaché par le fils de Toghlok, Mohammed, aprés son avénement, & con-
dition de partager avec lui le royauté du Bengale; mais il se révolta contre lui,
ot Mohammed-lui fit la guerre jusqu'a ce qu’il le tudt. Il nomma alors gouver-
neur de ce pays un de ses beaux-fréres, que les troupes massacrérent. ’Aly Chah,
%ui se trouvait alors dans le pays de de Lacnaouty, s'empara de la royauté du
e. Quand Fakhr eddin vit que la puissance royale était sortic de la
famille du Sultan Néssir eddin, dont il était un des affranchis (ou clients), il se
révolta & SodcAwan et dans le Bengale, et se déclara indépendant. Une violente
inimitié survint entre lui et *Aly Chdh. Lorsqu’arrivaient le temps de I'hiver ef Ia
saison des sluies, Fakhr eddin faisait une incursion sur le pays de Lacnaouty, au
moyen du fleuve, sur lequel il était puissant. Mais quand revenaient les jours ot
il ne tombe pas de pluie, *Aly Chéh fondait sur le Bengale par la voie de terre, &
cause de la puissance qu’il avait sur celle-ci.
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his ownership the Eastern Province of Bengal represented
by the mint of Sonirgaon. A subordinate incident is developed
in the legends of the coins, that he felt himself sufficiently
firm in his own power to discard the superogatory adjuncts of
descent or relationship, and relied upon the simple affirmation
of his own position as ,\klull.

Shams-ud-din. Firtz Shéh.

No. 4.

Lakhnautf, a.m. 702,! 715 (Col. Bush) 720, 722.
Silver. Size,vii. Weight, 168.4 grs. Very rare. Plate L., fig. 3.
Type as above.

Osv. REv.

Pl
. . r—d—’-ﬁ-‘w—-“
W Py ).._n.Ja_U 2=
JUCURR RS |
U | I weegl] e
Margin, [ loaa] y o b & Jone e pdac Laidlldn ooys -
No. 5.

Sonérgaon, A.H. ?
Silver. Size, vii. Weight, 168 grs. Unique.
Type as above.

II1.—SHAHAB-UD-DIN. BUGHRAH SHAH,

Neither history, incidental biography, nor numismatic
remains avail to do more than prove the elevation, as they
seem to indicate the brief and uneventful rule, of Shah4b-
ud-din, the son of Shams-ud-din Firdz, and grandson of the
once recognised heir-apparent of Balban.

! See also Path&n Sultans of Hindastan, p. 37, coin dated 702 aA.m. This
coin was published by me in 1848. I then read the date as 702 A.x. I was not
at the time unversed in the decipherment of Arabic numbers, and probably from
the very difficulty of placing the piece itself, I may the more rely upon the accu-
racy of my original interpretation. I mention this fact as I am at present unable
to refer to the coin itself. .

-4
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The singularly limited number of the coins of this prince,
confined—if Calcutta selections be not at fault'—to three
examples amid the 13,500 accumulated specimens of the
currencies of other kings of the land over which he tempo-
rarily held sway, sufficiently mark his status in the general
list of the potentates of the century in which he lived. No
date or place of mintage is preserved on his extant money,
and the single additional item supplied by their aid is his
personal or proper name, which appears on their surfaces as
§a% ; a crude outline which might suggest a doubt as to the
conclusiveness of the transcription of 5%, now confidently
adopted as expressing an optional rendering of the grand-
father’s title of u\&\,’q,’ a name which was even further dis-
torted from the Tirki original by the conversion of the medial 4
r into the vernacular cercbral g or 5=d. For the rest, the
pieces themselves, under the mechanical test, in their make,
the forms of their letters, and the tenor of their legends,
evidently follow closely upon Shams-ud-din’s mintages, and
as clearly precede the money of the same locality, issued by
Ghibs-ud-din Bakddur Shdh, who in 724 A.B. drove this, his
own brother, Shah&b-ud-din to take refuge with Ghis-ud-din
Tughlak Shéh. Bah&dur’s career has yet to be told in con-
nexion with his own coins ; but to dispose of Shahéb-ud-din,3

! The name of this king does not appear in any of Rajendra 141’s lists.

2 The ancient name of ‘_)h’*‘j" E\’dﬂ of Bokhara notoriety in 350 A.m.
(Freohn Recensio Numorum Muhammadanorum, pp. 139, 593, 578), was sub-
jected to strange mutations on Indian soil. My authority for the substitution of
the final j in place of the vowel Vis derived from Ibn Batutah, who uniformly
writes the word with an § (iii. 231, 5, 293). Ferishtah (fest, p. 131) has |3,
whence Stewart’s Bagora (p. 74¢). Dow gave the name as Kera, and Briggs as
Kurra (i. pp. 265, 270, etc.).

3 Those who delight in interesting coincidences might see, in this name of
Shahéb-ud-din, a most temptin opportuniet? for associating him with a really
important record by the Indiggnes themselves, inscribed on a stone slab in the
fort of Chunér, setting forth their victory over a * Malik” Shahab-ud-din,
quoted as acting under Muhammad bin Tughlak, in Samvat 1390 (a.m. 734;;
but I confess I do not myself encourage the identification. Chunér is i
not out of the range of access from Bengal; but other men of mark may have
filled this command, and the name of the fortress itself is mever h of in
reference to the affairs of the kingdom of Lakhnauti, in those early days, though
the main road of communication between the two capitals of the north and the
south took its course through Budaun or Kanauj and Jaunpore. The inscription
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as far as the exercise of his Mint prerogatives are concerned.
he seems to have been lost to fame, from the date when he
was absorbed with an associate fugitive brother (N4sir-ud-
din) under the @gis of the Emperor of Dehli.

.

is otherwise well worthy of farther examination, in as far as it concerns the
history of imperial influence upon proximate localities; and as such I transcribe
both the text and Dr. Mills’ translation of the brief passages which may chance
to 'i}lustrate the general subject.

erse & :

TR TAIIARACHL] |
o falfadva e fcafa gofata:

“ Bg MunaMMAD, lord of the hostile Yavanas SHArAB-uD-DiN and the rest,
though an enemy, was SAIRAJA, the treasure of benignity, employed as prime
m.iﬂistel' 9

Verse 11:

Ha 9300 WIFUfE 4 I ST
QAT e o

“Samvat 1390, in the month of Bhadra, fifth day of the waning moon, on
Thursday, was the kingdom set free from MaLIkK SHAHAB-UD-DIN, acting under
the protecting favour of SArrAsA DEva aforesaid.”

—(Spee Journal As. Soc. Bengal, vol. v.,1836;£; 341).

A subordinate but still more open inquiry suggests itself in connexion with
the mention of Shah&b-ud-din in 734 A.H., as to whether, amid the s con-
fusion of names and titles, zhe ¢ Kadr Khan,” who is noticed by Ferishtah under
the original designation of Malik Bidar Khilji, may not, perchance, have been the
identical Shah&b-ud-dfn Bughrah reinstated as simple governor in Lakhnauti as
his brother Bah&dur was restored to power in Sonfrgaon. I am aware that this is
treacherous ground to venture upon; but such a supposition is not without other
incidental support, esgaclially in Ibn Batutah’s p e (original, iii. 214, quoted
at p. 48), where Kadr Khén is spoken of as if he had been 1n effect the last scion
of the family of Nésir-ud-dfn Mahmad Bughrah.

The original passages in Ferishtah are as follows (i. p. 237) :—

AU Als g a8 s e 05 1 el L,
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. KV} paie  J ’.eﬂ'
See also Briggs’ Translation, i. pp. 412, 423. L—-S'
The Térikh Mubérak Shéhi has the name in manifest mistranscription as Bandér.

el Jael t\hS\,MwL—s.).\Sgg“)L\;g;ﬂn)

A difficulty necessarily suggests itself in reiard to the tribe of Khilji, but the
use of the name in its non-ethnic sense might readily be explained by the old
subordination of the Bengal family to the XKhilji dynast%of Firdz, or the
specially Khsljs serial succession of the earlier governors of Bengal.
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Shahdb-ud-din. Bughrah Shih.
No. 6.
Mint, ?
Silver. Size, vii. Weight, 168.5 grs. Two coins only, Col.
Guthrie. Plate 1., fig. 4.

Type as usual.
Osv.’ REev.
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Margin, (remainder illegible) s oy

IV.—BAHADUR SHAH.

The single point in the biography of Bahidur Shah, which
remains at all obscure, is the date of his first attaining power.
Ibn Batutah records with sufficient distinctness, that he con-
quered and set aside his regnant brother Skakdb-ud-dén,
sometime prior to Ghias-ud-din Tughlak’s reassertion of the
ancient suzerainty of Dehli over the lightly-held allegiance
of Bengal, and his eventual carrying away captive the offend-
ing Bahfdur, who was, however, soon to be released, and
restored with added honours,! by Muhammad bin Tughlak,
almost immediately on his own accesssion. Indian home-
authors, who so rarely refer to the affairs of the Gangetic
delta, give vague intimations of the first appointment of
Bahédur to Eastern Bengal by ’Alf-ud-din Muhammad in
AH. 799,® assigning to him an inconceivable «interval of

Tabakt-i-Akbari, <010} aleil o L&y 0 Wl 0 o

See also Zia-i-Barni, printed edit. p. 461.
2 Stewart, p. 75. Ferishtah (Briggs) i. 406.
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placid repose until A.\. 717, when he is stated to have broken
out into the turbulent self-assertion for which he was after-
wards so celebrated. :

The two statements are certainly at variance, but Ibn
Batutah’s is the most readily reconcilable with probabilities,
and the demands of the up to this time legible dates on the coins
which Bahédur put into circulation in Bengal. I might have
some doubt as to the conclusiveness of the reading of the date
710 on his money in the Kooch Bahér ¢rouvaille, but I have
none as to the clear expression of A.H. 711 and 712, though
the singular break occnrring between 712 (or 714) and 720
suggests a suspicion of an originally imperfect die-rendering
of the J&e =10 for g &e =20;! which would bring the
corrected range of Bahddur’s dates to 720-724; but even
these figures leave something to be reconciled in reference to
their associate place of mintage, for in 720~722, his father,
Shams-ud-din Firaz, was clearly in possession of the already
commemorated “ Lakknauti;”’ but such an anomaly might be
explained by the supposition that Bahédur, in the earlier
days, used the name of Lakknauti as a geographical expression
for a portion of the dominions ordinarily administered from
that capital. Undoubtedly the first appearance of the con-
trasted designation of the Eastern capital “Sondrgaon,” occurs
on a coin of his father; but even this sign of discrimination
of Urban issues would not be altogether opposed to a con-
tinuance by Bahédur of the loose usage of Camp Mints, of
naming the metropolis as the general term for the division at
large, or inconsistent with the subsidiary legitimate employ-
ment of the designation of the province on a coinage effected
anywhere within its own boundaries,—either of which simple
causes may have prevailed, and been utilized with a new
motive, if any covert ulterior meaning might be designed, as
implying that Bahédur himself had special successional or
other claims to the. metropolitan districts.

! Among more critical Arabic scholars than the Bengal Mint Masters ever
affected to be, this point would have been easily determined by the insertion or
omission of the conjunction ¢ vaw, which, as a rule, is required to couple the
units and the twenties, but is not used with the wnits and tens.
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Tughlak Shih’s intervention in the affairs of Bengal seems
to have originated in an appeal on the part of the ejected
Shahéb-ud-din against the usurpation of his brother Bahédur.
The result of the Imperial expedition to the South was the
defeat, capture, and transport to Dehli of Bahadur Shéh ; but
among the first acts of the new Sultdn, Muhammad bin Tugh-
lak, was the release and re-installation of the offender, showing
clearly that he was something more than an ordinary local
governor, transferable at will, and that possibly the interests
of the father and son, in their newly-established dynastic
rank, and the confessed insubordination of the latter, were
independently advocated by the opposing members of the
royal line of Bengal, whose family tree could show so much
more ancient a series of regal successions than their parvenu
Suzerains, whose elevation dated scarce five years back. One
of the most interesting illustrations of the present series is

- contributed by coin No. 9, in the legends of which Bahadur
acknowledges the supremacy of Muhammad bin Tughlak over
Eastern Bengal during A 628.1 The subjection seems,
however, to have been of brief duration, as sometime in or
after the year A.H. 730 Bahadur appears to have reverted to
an independent coinage, in a new capital called after his
own title Ghédspir (coin No. 8), and in a.H. 733 Muhammad
bin Tughlak is found issuing his own coin in Bengal, and
Bahadur, defeated and put to death, contributed an example
to insurgent governors in his own skin, which was stuffed and
paraded through the provinces of the empire.

! Ibn Batutah gives the following additional particulars of Bah&dur's reinstalla-
tion :—* Il [Muhammad bin Tughlak] lui fit de nombreux cadeaux en argent,
chevaux, éléphants, et le renvoya dans son royaume. Il expédia avec lui le ﬁ%: de
son frére, Ibrahim Khén; il couvint avec Behddour Bofirah qu’ils posséderaient
ledit royaurhe par égales moitiés; que leurs noms figureraient ensemble sur les
monnaies; que la pridre serait faite en leur nom commun, et que Ghiyéth eddin
enverrait son fils Mohammed dit Berbath (bl ) #), come btage prés du souverain
de I'Inde. Ghiydth eddin partit, et observa toutes les promesses qu'il avait faites ;
seulement, il n’envoya pas son fils, comme il avait éte stipulé. (&1 prétendit ?:
ce dernier 8'y était refusé, et, dans son discours, il blessa les convenances.’
souverain de I’Inde fit marcher au secours du fils de son frére, Ibrahim Khin, des

troupes dont le commandant était Doldji altatiry (_g¢ }-_-_-;3\ 053.3) Elles com-

battirent Ghiyath eddin et le tudrent; elles le dépouillérent de sa peau, qu'on
rembourra de paille, et qu’on promena ensuite dans les provinces.”’—Vol. ii. p, 3186.
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v, Bahddur Shéh.
No. 7.
Lakhnautf, a.xn. 710?, 711, 712, 7-8, 7-4,' break, ‘120, 721, 722.
Silver. Size, vii. to viii. Weight, ordinarily, 166 grs.; ome
example is as high as 167.5 grs. Rare.

Osy. REv.
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No. 8.

Second Mint, Ghidspir. Date, 730.

Silver. Size, vii. Weight, 166 and 164.5 grs. Very rare,
Two coins. Col. Guthrie. Plate 1., fig. 5.

Margin, * ol & jpilid duas KV dn & -
rv. Bahddur Shéh,
as Vassal under Muhammad bin Tughlak.

No. 9.
Sondrgaon, A.H. 728.

Silver. Weight, 140 grs. Unique. Dehli Archaological Society.
Obverse, 38 jolg il Loally Wil ol {Jéal\ okl

Ut b
Roverse, Area, W & sasr AL SlLAL s

' The dates 7-3, 7-4, may perchance be obliterated records of 723 and 724. I

have placed them among the lower figures, but I have no sanction for retaining
them 1in that position. .
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Muhammad din Tughlak Shdh, Emperor of Hindustén,
(in his own name) after the re-conquest of Bengal.
No. 10.
Lakhnauti, s.5. 733.
Silver. Small coins. Bize, v. to vi. Weight of well-preserved
coins, 168.5 grs. Five specimens, Col. Guthris. Plate I, fig. 6.

Osv. Rev.
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Reverse, Margin,

tylamasy etlly W dow Tyl el addl) sdn oy

If the place of mintage of these imperial coins had been illegible,
I should almost have been prepared, on the strength of the pecu-
liarity of the forms of the letters, to have assigned their execution
to a Bengal artist. The original model for the type of coinage may
be seen in fig. 90, page 54, Pathdn Sultdns. The late Mr. G. Free-
ling, of the Bengal C.8., has left on record his acquisition of a gold
piece of the same design (from the Dehli Mint) dated a.m. 725.

V.—FAKHR-UD-DIN. MUBARAK SHAH.

On the departure of Muhammad bin Tughlak from Bengal,
Tathr Khan, honorarily entitled Bahram Khén, an adopted
son of Ghifs-ud-din Tughlak, seems to have been left in charge
of the provinces included in the government of Sondrgaon,
while the Lakhnauti division of the kingdom of Bengal was
entrusted to Kadr Khin. On the death of Bahrim Khén,!
which is stated to have taken place in 739—but may probably
have to be antedated to 737—Fakhr-ud-din Mubérak, his
Sildkddr, took possession of the government, and proclaimed
his independence. He was in the first instance defeated by

. 1 Nigam-ud-din Ahmad says, Mubérak killed Bahrém Khén; while Abul Fasl
affirms that Mubhrak put Kadr Khén to death.— Ayin-i-Akbari, ii. 21.
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the troops sent against him from Lakhnauti, but finally suc-
ceeded in maintaining his authority, and, as the coins prove,
in retaining his hold on Sonérgaon and its dependencies
throughout the nine years, from 741 to 750 A.R., compara-
tively undisturbed. The history of the period is confused,
and the dates given by the native authors prove of little
value ;! but the coins establish the fact that in 751 another
ruler, designated [khAtidr-ud-din Ghézi Shéh, presided over
the Mints of Eastern Bengal.

v. Fakhr-ud-din. Mubérak Shéih.

' No. 11.
Sondrgaon, A.H. 737, — 741, 742, 743, 744, 745, 746, 747, 748, 749,
' 759.
Silver. B8ize, vi. to vi}. Weight, 166.0 grs. Unique.
. Plate L,, fig. 7,
Osv. REv.
plasl Wl )
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Margin,

The above specimen is unique in date, and varies in the opening
legend of the reverse from the less rare coins of later years, which
commence with &is! e’

VI.—’ALA-UD-DIN. ’ALI SHAH.

’Alf Shéh, whom Muhammadan writers, by a strange jumble,
have endowed with the surname of his adversary Mubérak,
and ordinarily refer to as “’Ali Mubérak,”3 assumed king- °
ship on the death of Kadr Khén, Muhammad Tughlak’s re-
presentative at Lakhnauti, entitling himself *Alé-ud-din. The

1 Ferishtah, Briggs, i. pp. 412-423; iv. 328. Stewart, p é) 80-83.
3 See also an engraving of his oom (dnted 760) Pathén ulténs, fig. 151 and

Budaum MS. Ferishtah, iv. 329, Stewart, p. 82. Ayin-i-Akbad, if. 21.
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more important incidents of his reign are confined to his
hostilities with his rival, Fakhr-ud-din Mubérak of Sonérgaon,
who possessed advantages in his maritime resources, while
the rivers remained navigable for large vessels during the
rainy season, but which were more than counterbalanced by
Ali Shéh’s power on land, which availed him for the greater
part of the year, and which finally enabled him to establish
his undisputed rule in the Western provinces.

His coins exhibit dates ranging from 742 to 746 A.m., and
bear the impress of the new mint of the metropolis, Firtizbad,
an evidence of & change in the royal residence, which clearly
implies something more than a mere removal to a new site
proximate to the old Lakhnauti, whose name is henceforth
lost sight of, and may be taken to indicate a strategetic
transfer of the court to the safer and less exposed locality
of the future capital, Pandua.! ’Ali Shéh is stated to have
been assassinated by his foster brother, H4ji Ilids.?

' Ald-ud-din. ’Alf Shéh.
No. 12.
Firtz6béd, 742, 744, 745, 746
Silver. 8ize, vi}. Weight, 166.7 grs. Rare. Plate I. fig. 8.

Type as usual.
Osv. Rev.
plsdl bl Py e
ooy Lot 42 Pra—— &M
sl e alal ool by eyl
O P W e\l ol
Margin,

ilaromsy ) ) dous Ol o) b B Eillin 3y

1 Stewart, speaking of FirGs’s advance egainst Iliés, says, *the Emperor
advanced to a place lﬁw called Feroseporeab?iit where he pitched his camp and
commenced the operations of the siege of Pundua,” p. 84. There is a Mahal
FirGzpar in Sirear Tandah, noticed in the Ayin-i-Akbari, il. p. 2. See also the.
note from Shams-i-Birsj, quoted below (p. 61), under the notice of Ilfhs Shah’s

¥ Btewart, p. 3.
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VII.-IKHTIAR-UD-DIN. GHAZI SHAH.

At the period of this king’s accession to the sovereignty of
Sonérgaon in a.H. 750 or 7561, we lose the aid of our most
trustworthy recorder of the annals of Bengal during his own
time. The conclusion of Ibn Batutah’s narrative leaves Fakhr-
ud-din Mubérak still in power, while the native authorities
are clearly at fault in their arrangement of dates and events,
and altogether silent as to any change in the succession in
Eastern Bengal except in their allusions to the more than
problematical capture of Fakhr-ud-din and his execution by
’Ali Mubérak in 743 a.H., with the final accession of Ilids
“one year and five months afterwards.” !

The numismatic testimony would seem to show that Mubérak
was succeeded by his own son, as the Ul Sultdn bin Ul Sultdn
may be taken to imply. The immediately consecutive dates,
and the absolute identity of the fabric of the coins, as well as
the retention of the style of Right-hand of the Khalifat on
the reverse, alike connect the two princes ; while the cessation
of the issues of Gthézi Shéh simultaneously with the acquisi-
tion of Sonérgaon by Ilids, in A.H. 753, would seem to point
to the gradual spread of the power of the latter, which is
stated to have been at its zenith just before Firaz III.
assailed him in his newly consolidated monarchy in 754.%

! Stewart, p. 83. -

3 Shams-i-Sir4j, speaking on hearsay, affirms that Shams-ud-din Tli4s captured
and slew Fakhr-ud-din after FirGz III.’s first expedition into Bengal; and that
the main object of the latter’s second invasion of that province was for the pur-
pose of reasserting the rights of Zafar Khén, the son-in-law of Fakhr-ud-din
(who had fled for protection to Dehli), to the kingdom of Eastern Bengal. It is
ssserted that although FirGz succeeded in obtaining this concession from Sikandar,

who, in the interval, had succeeded to his father's throne, Zafar Khén himself
was wise enough to decline the dangerous proximity to so powerful a rival

monarch, and to return in the suite of the Sulthn. The Benghli troops, under
Zafar Khén, subsequently distinguished themselves in an opponite quarter of
India, near Tattah, and their commander was eventually left in charge of Guzrét.
—8hams-i-Biréj, book ii. cap. 9, etc.—See also Journal Archeological SBociety of
Dehli (Major Lewis’ abstract translation), 1848, p. 16.

The Téhrfkh-i-Mubfrak Shéhi (dedicated to Mubérak II.), the concluding date
of which is 838 a.H., also declares that HAji Ilias killed Fakhr-ud-din in 741
A.1.] This last date is a manifest error; as is also, probably, the omission, by both
authors, of the words sos of before the name of Fakhr-ud-din.
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ITkhtidr-ud-din. -Ghéz{ Shéh.
No. 18.
Sondrgaon, a.H. 751-753.
Silver. 8ize, vi. Weight, 166 grs. Very rare indeed. Three
coins, Col. Quthrie. Plate I. fig. 9.
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VIIIL.—SHAMS.UD-DIN. ILIAS SHAH.

The modern application of old coins divides itself into two
branches—the suggestive development of obscure tradition
and the enlargement and critical revision of accepted history.
The transition point 'between these archzological functions,
in the present series, declares itself in the accession of Ilids
Shéh, the first recognised and effectively independent Moslem
Sultén of Bengal, the annals of whose reign have been so often
imperfectly reproduced in prefatory introduction to the relation
of the magnificent future his successors were destined to achieve
as holders of the interests and the commercial prosperity of
the Delta of the Ganges, to whose heritage, indeed, England
owes its effective ownership of the continent of India at the
present day:

The compiler of the English version of the early history of
Bengal! adopts the conclusion that H&ji Ilids first obtamed
power on the assassination of ¢“’Ali Mubérak” in 745-6, bt
the previous rectification of the 1ndependent personality and
status of the two individuals thus singularly absorbed into one,
will prepare the reader for the corrections involved, though not,

1 Stewart, p. 883.
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perhaps, for the apparent anomalies the coins disclose. Medallic
testimony would seem to indicate a long waging of hostile in-
terests between the real ’Ali Shéh and Haji Ilids, before the
latter attained his final local triumph; for although Ilifs is seen
to have coined money in Firtzdbéd in 740 a.H., the chance
seems to have been denied him in 741 ; and in 742 his adver-
sary, ’Alf Shéh, is found in full possession of the mint in ques-
tion. The Kooch Bahér hoard reveals no coin of either party
dated 743, but in 744 the twoagain compete for ownership, which
"Ali Shéh for the time being continues through 746 into 7486,
when the annual series is taken up and carried on successively
for an uninterrupted twelve years by his more favoured
opponent. It is needless to speculate on the varying course
of these individual triumphs; suffice it-to say, that the in-
creasing power of the ruler of Pandua, in 754, excited the
Emperor Firiaz III. to proceed against him in all the pomp
and following of an Oriental suzerain—resulting only in
the confession of weakness, conveniently attributed to the
periodical ﬂoo&ing of the country!—which effectively laid
1 Btewart felt a_difficulty about the right position of Akddlah, the real point
of attack, and a place of considerable importance in the local history of Ben:ignL
The following is Zia-i-Barni’s description of the place, taken from the concludin,

chapters of his history on the occasion of Firdz Sh&h’s (III.) invasion of Ben,
in 7564 A.H.:—

‘-—’T U‘ L_!.JL L‘-(:" JS 8)&&3 &‘O}' h“_—\-a‘ k,f“r ‘ob A‘é“)
3}1‘..3 )‘} 4.)S M‘“é“ u‘)d 0-“4-3‘ JL" [0)0 L_!.JL} el
P. 588, printed edit. 9. A8 J0 &y () b Lrawel K a0se

Rennell gives another Akdallah north of Dacca. ‘ Map of Hindoostan.”

In the following passage Shams-i-Sir&j desires to make it appear that Firds
TIL. gave his own name to the city of Pandua; but, as we have seen that the
designation was ‘applied to the new capital either in 740 or 742—that is, long
before Firaz betame king of Dehli, it will be preferable to conclude that the
name was originally bestowed in honour of the Shams-ud-dfn Firdz of Bengal, of
the present series. The quotation is otherwise of value, as it establishes, beyond
a doubt, the true position of the new metropolis :—

)')4,5 G)fa.s- Ipl.) &.hb'- [0\5'0 L.',TJO Ay 3)&3)0 Gl )))-.J)
3 jomd Gl e wiolg olTjymd 68 Uy aiailys ols
(hence) * # » # 0LTjy 3 Loy g 5 oS pl_poljT Llus)

a3y e T 5 Al e ol
From the original M8. in the possessien of Zia-ud-din Khén of Lehbra.
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the foundation of the ultimate independence of Bengal. A
monarchy which was destined so to grow in power and
material wealth as to be competent, indirectly, in the person
of Shir Shéh, to recover for the old Muhammadan interest the
cherished capitals of the north, and to eject from Hindustén l
the Moghuls who too hastily boasted of an easily-achieved |
conquest of the country “ from Bhira to Bahar.” ’
Shams-ud-din. ITlifs Shéh.
No. 14.
Firtizfbéd, a.;. 740, 744, 746, T47, 748, 749, 750, 751, 754, 765, - |
756, 757, 7158. .o
Silver. Size, vii. Weight, selected specimens, 168.0 grs. ; ordinary
, weights, 166.0 grs.
Type No. 1. The old Dehli pattern.
Obverse, Square area.
Reverse, Square area, within a circle.
Osv. Rev.
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Type No. 1. Variety A. Silver. Size, vii. Weight, 166 grs.
Obverss, Lettered surface. -
Reverse, Small circle, area.

No. 15.
Firazébéd, o.H. 758. .
Type No. 2. Broad coin. Size, ix. Weight of the best and selected
specimens, 166.0 grs. only.

Obverse, Plain lettered surface.

Roverse, Circular area, with narrow margin.
Legengs, both obverse and reverse as in No. 1 type.
Marginal legend,

<

# —_—
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The Kooch Bahér trove must have been rich in this type of coin,
and of the particular year A.H. 758, as out of 109 specimens in Col.
Guthrie’s collection, there is no single example of any other date.

No. 16.
Sonérgaon, A.;. 758, 754, 755, 7156, 757, 158.
Type No. 3. Bize, vii. Present weight, 166 grs. after the obvious
reduction by boring out. Plate II., fig. 10.
Obverse, Square area.
Reverse, Circular area, with broad margin.

Osy. Rev.
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IX.—SIKANDAR BIN ILIrAS.

This king—the second only in the still-incomplete assertion
of local independence of allegiance to the throne of Dehli—
exhibits in the material wealth of his national coinage the
striking progress incident to comparative freedom and identity
of home interests, which may be achieved, almost on the
instant, by the denizens of a commercial centre so favoured
by nature as the Delta of the Ganges.

Tried by such a test, few statistical returns could present
more effectively the contrast disclosed in the Kooch Bahér
treasure between the accumulated produce of the Bengal
Mints, representing a century and a quarter’s limited activity,
attended with all the advantages of a diffused circulation, but
under a sabordinate government, as compared with the over-
whelming array of coins bearing the impress of a single
unfettered monarch, whose money was, in effect, new from
the dies. To numismatists the enhanced proportion will
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be more significantly shown by a reference to the additional
number of Mint-cities, the singular variety of new types
produced, and above all, by the sustained series and cor-
roborating repetitions of annual dates. It is under the
latter aspect alone that I have now to comment on the
history of a reign already sufficiently told in other pages.
Sikandar Shéh placidly succeeded his father towards the
end of 759 A.H., and the coins of the period sufficiently
support the date of such a transfer of power, in the final
758 recorded on the issues of the father, though proof of the
accession of the son is less marked, as the seeming anomaly
obtained—under the conjoint efforts of father and son to
achieve release from thraldom to a distant suzerain—of a con-
cession to the son of much independent power, and, coinci-
dently, the right to coin money in his own name, whether
in his own camps or in his father’s royal cities. Though
some of the earlier designed coins give evidence of due
humility in titular phraseology, the same simplicity is ad-
hered to, in continuous mintages, long after the removal
of any possible impediments or restrictions to the adop-
tion of comparatively exalted titles; though in the more
independent governmental mintages of 758 A.H. (No. 21)
the alzell . \lud! is affected even during the life-time of the
father, and, after his own accession, higher assumptions, and a
more definite approach towards personal hierarchical honors,
are discovered in the metropolitan issues of 766-780 (No. 22),
while special service against the infidels seems to be implied
in the novel intitulation of 4} la=¥l 2\d!, «The conqueror
of the enemies of God,” on the Firtzibid money of 769 a.1.
(No. 23). i '

But the most interesting details furnished by Sikandar’s
coins are those which illustrate the geographical distribu-
tion of the chief seats of government. Unlike the Northern
Moslems, who, in the difficulty of moving the Eastern
hosts—conventionally deemed essential to an Imperial pro-
gress—over the imperfect highways of Hindustdn, confined
themselves ordinarily to one fixed metropolis, the kings of
Bengal enjoyed facilities of river communication almost un-
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precedented : their various capitals, situated within easy dis-
tance of one another, were at all times accessible by water,—
a differently constructed State barge secured at any season
free approach to the seaboard cities of the Great Ganges or
the towns on the narrow channels of the western streams.
These frequent regal visitations are incidentally recorded on
the coinage of the day, by the insertion of the prefix of
C,d> to the name of the selected resiuence, which term
colloquially marked the presence of royalty within the limits
of the favoured fiscal division.

Sikandar’s mint cities were five in number—No. 2, Firiz-
dbdd ; 3, Satgaon ; and 4, Shakr Nau, in Western Bengal ;
with 5, Sondrgaon; and 6, Mudzamdbid, in the Eastern
division of the province.

2. The first-named mint, in addition to the preferential

Hazrat,! is styled variously Baldat and duw, Js"'“ Foly «forti-
fied city,” a specification which probably refers to the separate
though closely proximate citadel of A%ddlak, so celebrated in
the military annals of the time (coin No. 26).

3. Satgaon is distinguished by the prefix of &5,¢ (Atrium)
a term which, in India, came to be conventionally used for a
tract or geographical division of country,? a sense which would
well accord with its application to Satgaon, as the third circle
of government of Bengal proper.? In the subsequent reign of
Aszam the mint specification is more directly brought into

<

f’ ;‘ Preesentia, Majestas; urbs, in qua est regis sedes.”

P U 4o, in Persian, means * surface of the earth.” Sir Henry Elliot
remarks, “ The words used before Akbar’s time to represent tracts of country

larger than a Pergunnah were s b, MJ_:,-J\.’_.:, [CIRN) ”3}, and t\h"
—Glossary of Indian Terms, sub voce, * Circar.”

3 Zib-i-Barni, in introducing his narrative of Tughlak Shah’s expedition to
Bengal (A.m. 724), speaks of that province as consisting of the three divisions of
¢ Lakhnauti, Sunrgaon, and Satgaon” (p. 450, printed edit.).

The Ayfn-i-Akbari, in the xvi. cent. A.D., thus refers to Satgaon, ¢ There are
two emporiums a mile distant from each other ; one called Satgaon, and the other
Hoogly with its dependencies; both of which are in the possession of the
Europeans.” —Gladwin, ii. p. 15. See also Rennell, p, 67. Stewart’s Bengal,
PP. 186, 240, 243, 830. :

1
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association with the town iteelf in the seemingly more definite
localization involved in the word dua$*

4. Shakr Nau, I suppose to have been the intitulation of
the new city founded near the site of the old Lakhnauti :? it

wrtes

is variously denominated as the simple *Arsat or § saal) 40,2
(populous, richly cultivated).? This progressively less appro-
priate name may be supposed to have merged into the official
Jannatébéd, which follows in Mint sequence.

4. Sondrgaon, as a rule, retains its ancient discriminative
designation of Y= §.d>, a title which it eventually had to
cede to its rival Mufzamabéad.

6. Mudzamdbdd. There is no definite authority for the
determination of the site of this city; which, however,
seems to have been founded by Sikandar about 758-759 a.x.,

! From (.55 “amputavit:” hence f.q3 “oppidum, vel potior, pracipua
pars oppidorum.”

3 The decipherment of the name of this mint (as Col, Yule reminds me) deter-
mines for mediseval geography the contested site of Nicold Conti’s Cernovs. The
Venetian traveller in the East in the early part of the fifteenth century is re-
corded to have said that ¢ he entered the mouth of the river Ganges, and, sail-
ing up it, at the end of fifteen days he came to a large and wonlﬁx? city called
Cernove. . . . On both banks of the stream there are most charming villas and
&mtat'ons and gardens. . . . . Having departed hence he sailed up the river

nges for the space of three months, leaving behind him four very famous cities,
and landed at an extremely powerful city called Maarazia . . . . having spent
thirteen days ¢ on an expedition to some mountains to the eastward, in search of
carbuncles’ . ., . he returned to the city of Cernove, and thence proceeded to
Buffetania.” —The travels of Nicolo Conti, Haklug Society, London, pp. 10, 11.

See also Purchas, vol. v. p. 608 ; and Murray’s Travels in Asia, ii. 11.

There are also many interesting details regarding the geography of Bengal,
and a very full and lucid summary of the history of the period, to be found in
¢ Da Asia de Jodo de Barros” (Lisboa, 1777, vol. iv. [vmﬁ, . 465 et seq.). At
the period of the treaty of Alfonso de Mello with, ¢ El Rey l\famud de Bengala™
(the king whom Shir Sh&h eventually overcame) the name of Shahr Nau had
merged Into the old provincial designation of Gaur, which is described as “a
principal Cidade deste %.em 0 he chamada Gouro, situada nas correntes do Gange, e
dizem ter de comprido tres legmm das nossas, e duzentos mil vizinhos” (p. 458).
Satigam makes a prominent figure on the map, and Sornagam is located ona
large island within the Delta, the main stream dividing it from Daca, which is
placed on the opposite or left bank of the estuary.

More modern accounts of the 8ld city may be found in Purches, i. 679;
Churehill, viii, 64; also Rennell, Memoir of a Mapk of Hindoostan, London,
1788, p. 65; Stewart, p. 44, and in a special work entitled ¢ The Ruins of
Gour,” illustrated with maps, plans, and engravings of the numerous Muham-
madan edifices extant in 1817, by H. Creighton, 4to., London, Black, Parbury
and Allen. See also Elliot’s Glossary of Indian Terms, sub voce, Gour Brahmin.

P

3 The adjective (derived from o4& , Coluit) will admit of other meanings, and,
if underatood as applying to a town, might signify ¢ well-built,” looally Pakkd,
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when his own coins record that he himself assumed the
title of rﬁd‘, without trencbing upon the superlative elac!
usually reserved for the reigning monarch. I conclude that
there was a gradual mxgratlon from the ancient Sonérgaon to
the new city, which grew in importance from the govern-
mental centre implied in the dlg“.!é.m ‘.,53‘ (No. 19) of 760
A.H, to the oblilaes Jhaall 5aly, «the great city of Muszam-
4bad”’ (No. 28) of about 780 A.H., till, on the disappearance
of the name of Sonérgaon from the marginal records of the
general currency, the new metropolis appropriates to itself
the immemorial J4> 5.d> of Eastern Bengal (No. 32 A.)

With a view to keep these brief geographical notices under
one heading, I advert for the moment to No. 7, Ghidspiir, of
which locality I have been able to discover no trace; and
likewise anticipate the due order of the examination of Adzam
Shéh’s mint-cities in referring to the sole remaining name of
Jannatdbdd, an epithet which is erroneously stated to have
been gwen by HumAytn to the re-edified Lakhnauti,! but
which is here seen to have been in use a century and a half
before the Moghuls made their way into Bengal.

The single item remaining to be mentioned in regard to
Ajzam’s mints is the substitution of the word &was in lieu
of 5.1,? as the prefix to Firtizébsd (No. 35), in parallel pro-
gress s towards centralization with the Mint phraseology adopted
in the case of Satgaon.

Sikandar Shéh ben Ilids Shdh.
-No. 17.
Firtzébad, a.m. 750, 751, 752, 758, 754, 758, 759, 760.

Type No. 1. Ordinary simple obverse, with reverse circular area
and margin.

1 Ayin-i-Akbari, ii. p. 11; Stewart’s Bengal, }24. Bengal itself was called
K) i ZE?, “The Paradise of Regiops.”” Ibn Batutah, iv. p. 210, says the
Persians called Bengal £ 4e) s i t“¢o qui signifie,”” en arabe, “ un enfer
rempli de biens.” Marsden, Num. Orient. p. 578, gives a coin of *Al&-ud-dfn
Husain 8héh, of A.m. 917, purporting to have been struck at ¢ Jannatadad.”

2ol “regio ;" also “oppidum.” The plurals are s:zid to vary, in correspond-
ence with the independent meanings, as 013 and )|
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No. 18.

Sonérgaon, A.;. 756, 757, 759, 760, 763.

Type No. 2. The usual lettered obverse with circular area and
margin reverse.

Osv. Rxzv.
ui..\._.b\_g"‘ )
- &.n,l:- -
» el ol 2l
LU I PP
\ymam® \
Sl s e
Margin,

&larasy paes A.ay\:f)\..» Jo Fpde &l 530 38

No. 19.
Mudzamébid, o.m, 760, 761, 763, 764. Plate II. fig. 12.
Variety A.
Margin,
L) PESHS o) Soa! & é\g\‘.ﬁaa ﬁ‘ FLOM| IPAVY o

No. 20.

Firazbid, a.m. 764.
Variety B.
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No. 21.

Sondrgaon, A.H. 758, 759.
Type No. 8. As usual,

OBv. Rxv.
and! el
s\ vy P \ . o
| el &
P ool ad
s sl
S A
Margin as usual,

No. 22.
_ FirGzib4d, a.m. 765, 766, 770, 771, 772, 718, 176, 779, 780.

Type No. 4. Coarse coins, badly formed letters. Obverse, simple
ettered surface. Reverse, circular area.

Osv. REv.
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Margin, &g.\.u...:) B Kons db‘))fd e FLOM PRV

No. 28.
Firtzébad, a.m. 769.

Silver. Bize, vii. Weight, 166 grs. Veryrare. Plate II. fig. 11.
" Type No. 5. Similar design to type 1. .
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No. 24.
Satgaon, s.1. 780, 781, 782, 783, 784, 788. Plate II. fig. 18.
Type No. 6. Obverse, a quadrated scalloped shield, with epen
bosses on the margin containing the names of the four friends,”
the intermediate spaces being filled in partially with the king’s
titles.
Reverse, hexagonal star-shaped lozenge, with exterior marginal

legend.

Osv. Rev,
o
3\-—& J&Lﬂ
e ol Al i

b s el

el
- R
Obverse Margin,
S plte e Opl— saletl ot Joldl JWt ol
Reverse Margin, l
PO\ VUSRI PRV [P SRS | (R W I A WL IO IRV o

1 The pattern legend of (;hm mint-die seems to have been taken from oral data, as
it is ongraved as &lJ| oY il instoad of the more eitioal Al el I » )

The increased facilities of intercourse by sea probably aided the colloquial know-

ledge of Arabic in the estuaries of Bengal; while the learned of Dehli had to rely

more upon books and occagional teachers. Ibn Batutah tells us, that Muhammad

bin Tughlak, though pretending to speak Arabic, did not distinguish himself in
, the act, while Hdjf Ilias must have performed the pilgrimage t6 Meoca,
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No. 25.
Shahr Nau, .5, 781, 782, 788, 784, 785, 786. Plate II. fig. 14.

Type No. 7. bbvorao, a simple octagon, with four circlets in the
margin containing the names of the four friends of the Prophet, the
" rest of the exergue being filled in with the king’s own titles.

Roverse, a diamond-shaped area with the crossed lines prolonged
to the edge of the piece; the lines are slightly scalloped outwards
to form an ornamental field.

Osv. Rev.
At Guld ) el el ol )
ot s ads
Obverss Margin, )

bt gl s Il okl G e e ae Gl
Roverse Margin,
& Urasy pailady ‘_,;3\ s g by (S g N O AN
The name of the mint is imperfectly expressed on even the best
specimens, and great latitude has been permitted in the omission or
insertion of entire words in the reverse marginal legend.

Variety A. differs merely in the pattern of the reverse area, which
is ornamented with double instead of single scallops.

No. 26.

Firazébsd, A.1. 780, 781, 782, 788, 784, 785, 786, 787, 788, 789,
790, 791, 792.

Type No. 8. Obverse, circular area, with a broad margin divided
by cirelets enclosing the names of the four friends of the Prophet,
the intermediate spaces being filled in with their titles.

Reverse, octagonal rose scalloped lozenge, with narrow margin.

Obverse,
UKW Y SR T [ T AV oL VR | P .

Margin, ) _ )
Pl Jo il e didally) e sl )
R
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Reverse, .
Margin,
By bty 3 s 0y g M By & 2L B 0 0,
No. 27.

Satgaon, A.H. 780.
Variety A. Reverss Margin,

ote. Ko 5ypaall dope 3 &SHULY &l sdp ps

No. 28.
Mulzamébéd (the great city), A.m. ?
Variety B. Mint, o\g\‘.lé.m r\a.m 3ol
' No. 29.

Shahr Nau, a.m. 781.
Variety C. Mint, uiled goo-! dis o2 §ypanl) do e

No. 30.

Col. Guthrie has a gold piece of type No. 8, size vii. and a half,
weighing 158 grains. The coin is inferior in execution to the
ordinary silver money. The letters are badly formed, and the
marginal legend is altogether obliterated.?

No. 31.
Firdzébéd, a.1. 781, 782, 783, 784, 785, 786, 787.

Type No. 9. Obverse, circular area, with a broad margin, broken
by small shields containing the names of the four companions of the

1 M., Reinaud interpreted the word as (.49, Defonsor (Journal Asiatique, 1823,
P- 272), in which he is followed by Marsden (ii. p. 567). Sayud Ahmad again, in
his transeript of ’Alé-ud-din’s Inscription of 710 A.m., reproduces the title as

\ ) WS AL‘): » Which, in effect, carries a nearly identical meaning

(Asér-ul-sunnédid, p. 68).

2 The only other Bengal gold coins I am at present able to refer to are a well-
preserved piece of Jdldl-ud-din Fatah Shah bin Mahmid (dated A.H. 890), now in
the possession of Colonel Guthrie, weighing 161.4 grains, and a coin in the B. M.
designed to ’Al-ud-din Husain (A.x. 806-927) which weighs 169.5 grains,
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Prophet; the intermediate spaces are filled in with titles whichk
occasionally pertain to the king, but at times exclusively belong to
the Iméms.!

Rsverse, hexagonal field ; narrow margin.

Osv. Rxv.
P A g

o._.b\.gd\ 9= e
I B I PR

w“al*n—-“ sLS . A_L,,-_
Obverse Margin,

(o) ol by (Uze) G o) ikl (o)) oo

Roverse Margin, )

Uy (i Wy s s 0L 06 sy (3 S WY el s 6

X.—A’AZAM SHAH.,

The accession of Ghiés-ud-din Adzam Shah was disgraced -
by rebellion against his own father and coincident open war,
in the course of which Sikandar fell in a general action be-
tween his own and his son’s troops. Native historians are
more than ordinarily obscure in the narration of these in-
cidents, and the dates relied upon are singularly untrust-
worthy when brought to the test of numismatic facts.
Aizam’s initial revolt is admitted to have gained force chiefly
in Eastern Bengal, where his coinage substantially proves his
administrative supremacy, whether as nominally subordinate
or covertly resistant to paternal authority, dating from 772
A.H.,—an increase of power seems to be associated with the
mint record of a hold over Satgaon in 790 A.H., and a real or
pretended occupancy of a portion of the territory of Pandua in

1 ‘53\)“ in many instances is replaced by m:.u\);\ while fh"u follows
the name of gw .
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791, though the final eclipse of the royal titles of the father
is delayed till 792 a.m.! \
Ghfs-ud-dfn Adzam Shah, bin Sikandar Shdh.
No. 32.
Mu#zamabad, o.x. 772, 775, 776.
Silver. Size, viii}. Weight, 166 grs. Plate II. fig. 16.

Type No. 1. Obverse, square area occupying nearly the whole
surface of the coin, as in the old Dehli pattern.

Reverse, scalloped lozenge, forming an eight-pointed but con-
tracted star.

Osv. RBzv.
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Obvorss Margin: On the upper edge, Sipl; on the left, jas ;
in consecutive reading at the foot, u\.&c ; and on the right, '_s\.c

Reverse Margin,

Variety A. In one instance JU> <= .dac? supplies the place of
soly d. .

There is a doubt about the reading of the word w,f “‘being hum- OO
ble;” the e ““Oculus” of Marsden would certainly be preferable in T
point of sense, but the forms of the letters of the word scarcely
justify such a rendering, unless we admit of an unusual degree of
even Bengél{ imperfection in the fashioning these dies.

, On two examples of this mintage ¢n silver, the marginal legend

 bears the words J\wyoll 53» in clearly cut letters; but I imagine

_./ this seeming anomaly to have arisen from a fortuitous use of the

' dies for gold coins, which, in device, were identical with those
employed for the silver money.

1 Stewart supposes that Sikandar met his death in 769 a.m. (p. 89&; and an
even more patent error places the decease of Adzam in 775 a.x. (p. 98). The
Tabakat-i-Akbari, which devotes a special section to the history of

implies an amiable and undisturbed succession in this instance.
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No. 388.
Jannatébdd, A.x. 790.
Variety A. Similar obverse with circular reverse.

Mint, 9 et & obles
Rev. Osv.
No. 34.

Type No. 2. There is a subordinate class of coins, following the
devices of Type No. 1 (in size vii. and upwards), struck from less
expanded dies, and generally of very inferior execution in the
outlining of the letters. These are also from the mint of Muj-
zamibéd, and are dated in bungled and almost illegible words—
LJLJ,A:J, Wik, ,g...,,,w, qha,.a)a,u, which may be de-
signed to stand for 770 odd, 778, 780, and 781 respectively.

No. 35.

Firtzébd, a.1. 791, 792, 793, 794, 795, 796, 797, 798, 799.
Type No. 3. Bize, viii. to viii}. Weight, 166 grs. Plate II. fig. 15.
Obverse, scalloped diamond field ; broad margin.

Reverse, circular area.

Osv. Rev.
Wadl @il et}
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Obverse Margin, 431 S ol el ‘.\?u‘m bt
Reverse Margin,
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The Reverse marginal records vary in the prefix to the name of the
mint from the Kasbah above given, & pd>- ,.;! and &Ll ¥ pdo- &,9
being occasionally used.

No. 36.
Satgaon, A.H. 795, 798. .

Variety A.

No. 37.
Satgaon, A.m. 790, 795, 796.

Type No. 4. Obverss, area, a square, with a looped semicircle at
each of the sides, forming & kind of amalgamation of the margin
with the central device. )

Roverse, area, a four-pointed star-shaped lozenge; the outside
spaces being filled in with the marginal legend.
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Roverse Margin,
qw,wm,s&duf@ LI P OW | JRV R
No. 88.
Type No. 5. Bize, v. Weight, 166 grains.
Obverse, lettered surface.
Roverse, circular area; narrow margin.
Osv. Rxv.
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The singular orthography adopted in the rendering of the term
Abdallah, and the substitution of an initial | alif in lieu of the gram-
matical ¢ asn, affords another instance of the ignorance of the local
mint officials, and their tendency to reproduce the approximate sounds
of words, without regard to the true powers of the letters employed.

A vacant space in the final setting up of this article invites
me to extend it so far as to notice a limited series of coins
which have hitherto been erroneously associated with the
mintages of Bengal proper,—I allude to the money of Téj-
ud-din Firtz, whose date has, in like manner, been mis-
apprehended by Marsden (p. 575), and by Mr. Laidlay, who
follows his interpretation (J.A.S.B. xv. p. 330). The subjoimred
examples will show that the supposed date of 897 A.m. should
be 807 ; and the consecutive numbers on the different coins
now cited establish the fact that the potentate whose name they
bear reigned at least from 804 to 823, having a capital entitled
Hydjidbad, which may, with sufficient reason, be identified with
the Hdjipiir of modern nomenclature. The introductory piece
A. seems to have been issued by T4j-ud-din’s predecessor, and
their several mintages alike depart from the ordinary style of
Bengal coinages in the phraseology and finished execution of
the Arabic legends, as well as in the weights of their curren-
cies, which approximate closely to the full Dehli standard, in
contrast to the reduced southern range of 166 grains.

A. Bilver. Size, vii}. Weight, 165 grs. Unique. A.H.797.
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B. S8ilver. Size from vi} to viii}. Weight, 168 grs., the fall

and sustained weight of several specimens. .
Osv. Rzv.
ol Lot L
Al aed! oy gmio—lly
o) Al S 0 U O W

Sl g , ACE
Obyerse, lettered surfaee

.Rworaa, square area, with imperfect marginal records, usually
consisting of Ollrla G o) with the figured dates at
the foot, ranging onwards from 804 to 807 [Marsden], 810, 813, 814,
818, 819, 820, 822, and 823 A.x.

These coins are chiefly from the collection of the late Sir R.
Jenkins, but have now passed into Colonel Guthrie’s possession.

Among other rare and unpublished coins, having more or
less connexion with the progress of events in Bengal, I may
call attention to the subjoined piece of Shir Shéh (C.), which
. seems to mark his final triumph over HumAytn in 946 a.m.
and his own assumption of imperial honours in Hindustén.
The gold coin (D.) is of interest, as exhibiting the model
from whence Akbar derived one of his types of money,
which Oriental authors would have us believe were altogether
of his special origination, even as they attribute so many of
Shir Shéh’s other admirable fiscal and revenue organizations
to his Moghul successor. In coin E. we follow the spread of
Shir Shéh’s power northwards to the ancient capital of the
Pathéns, and the piece F. illustrates the retention of the
family sway over the other extreme of the old dominion.
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C. Silver. Size, vi}. Weight, 163 grs. A.H. 946. Well !
executed Western characters.

Oboerse, .l 4 Liall & w)‘ A_.J’\'u Ag_}L\ JoWt Sl
Rovrse, 11 Gl y alle Al ol lals als o8 Jalall gl

D. Gold. Square coin. Weight, 1684 grs. TUnique. (R.J.
Brassey, Esq.).-

Obverse, the Kalimah.
Reverse, aSde A1 s wlale S\Aﬁ.&
At the foot, 3t YT |l

E. Silver. Size, vil. Weight, 168 grs. Dehli. A.H. 948.

Oboerse, Square area. &)l Jou, o dl1B1ANY
Margin, the names and titles of the four Imims.

Roverss, Square area.  oSle all als. sl8 8 L) 94
At the foot, ﬁ’td’r&m
Margin, Joo pdact 2 * % #

F. Silver. Bize, viii. Weight, ? Satgaon, a.H. 951 (from the v
collection of the late G. H. Freeling, Bengal C.8.)

" Circular area, 5 aSle dll ol Ll sls 8 lals [.Ln\
Margin, }"'A‘

Yol §lw s o CEETR AT il ) ool yLoall Jho
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THE INITIAL COINAGE OF BENGAL.

THE discovery of an undisturbed hoard of no less than
13,600 coins in Kooch Bih4r, inhumed some five centuries
since, recently claimed attention both from the number and
importance of its representative specimens, which so effect-
ively illustrated the history of the kingdom of Bengal for a
consecutive period of some 107 years.! The earliest date thus
accorded towards the purely Initial Coinage of the country
under its newly-installed Muslim administrators did not
reach higher than the reign of the Empress Riziah, o.n. 634-
637 (a.p. 1236-1239), or more than 34 years after the first
entry of the adventurous K#4ilji and T%rké troops into the
recognized Hinda capital of the lower Ganges.? A still more
recent discovery of a comparatively poor man’s cache, in the
fort of Bihdr,® elucidates an earlier chapter of the local
annals; and though the contents of the earthen vessel in
this case are limited in number to a total of 37 pieces, and
restricted in their dates to a term of 13 years, they, in
some respects, compete advantageously with the previously-
recovered unexampled store, in the value of their contributions

‘1 Journ. R.A.8. (~.8.) Vol. IL,, 1866, p. 145. Reprinted in the Journal of
the Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. xxxvi., 1867, p. 1.

3 The name of Nuddea, ﬂﬂ'ﬂ, Navadwipa, the “ new island " (converted
into Qdy by the Muslims), would seem to imply a southerly movement, in

concert with the silt of the Ganges, of the seat of Government down to the com-
paratively modern occupation of this site, on the abandonment of the successive
traditional capitals of earlier dynasties,

3 I have no information as to the exact circumstances of the discovery of this
small hoard, beyond the general intimation that it was secured by Mr. A. M.
Broadley, C.8., 1n or near the Fort of Bihar. The coins have now become the
prolgerty of Colonel Guthrie, who had already contributed the materials for my
earlier notice of the Initial Coinaﬁof Benﬁl. I understand that a description of
these pieces is to be included in Mr. Broadley’s forthcoming account of his anti-
quarian researches at Bihar (Proceedings As. Soc. Bengal, J';:elg, 1872, p. 120) ;
but I have not considered that such a promised publication need interfere with a
completion of my previous article in this Journal by the aid of these new acquisitions.
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to the obscure records of the Gangetic Delta, and in priority
of date bring us more than 20 years nearer to the first
occupation of Bengal by Muhammad Bakhtyir Khijé in
600 s.m. As in the larger and almost-regal treasure trove
of Kooch Bihér, the specimens in the present instance prove
to be essentially of home or indigenous fabric. With the
exception of a single northern piece of the supreme Sultdn
of India, they are one and all the produce of the mints of
Bengal proper, and mark with singular fidelity the varied
incidents of the alternate rise and fall of the provincial
governors during the unsettled relations existing between
suzerain and vassal from A.H. 614 to 627, when Altamsh
came into real and effectual possession of the south-eastern
portion of his Empire.

One of the most instructive facts disclosed by these few
pieces is, that the rich and comparatively undisturbed
territory of Bengal felt the want of a supply of silver
money long before a similar demand arose in the harassed
provinces of the north-west. The southern coins date, as far
as can be seen, some nine years prior to Altamsh’s earliest
effort at a silver coinage in his northern dominions; and even
Riziah’s silver money of deferred date bears every token of
exclusive manufacture in the subordinate Lakhnauti mint.

I have already quoted the testimony of Minhéj-us-Siréj,
to the effect, that on the first conquest of Bengal by the
Mouslims, they found no metallic or other circulating media
of exchange except that supplied by cowries ;1 even the com-
promise of the mixed silver and copper jitals of the various
Hindd dynasties of the central R4jpit tribes was unknown
in the sea-board marts of the south. '

The chronicles of the proximate kingdom of Orissa, whose
boundaries touched if they did not often trench upon the
ancient kingdom of Gaur,® explain how so infinitesimal

1 J.R.A.8. (~.8.) IL., p. 148. See also Hamilton’s Hindustén, i., p. 40.

3 Mr. Stirling says, under the Ganga Vansa line, for a period of nearly four
centuries (from A.D. 1132), the boundaries of the R&j of Orissa may be stated as
follows: . . . . “North, a line drawn from the Tribeni or Triveni ghat above
Huglf, through Bishenpar, to the frontier of PatkGm: East, the river Hagli and

the sea.”—As. Res. xv., p. 164. Hunter, i.,p. 280. ¢ To the north of the mouth of
the Saraswatf lies the broad and high Tribeni Ghét, a magnificent flight of steps,
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and largely distributed a currency was able to supply the
wants of so rich and essentially commercial a population.
It would appear, from the official records preserved in the
Temple at Pari, that although there was no silver money
in use, gold in convenient weights, if not in the form of
absolute coin,! was freely interchangeable with the more
bulky heaps of cowries. In these same official Palm-leaf
documents we find the powerful King of Orissa, Anang
Bhim Deo (a.p. 1174-1201), describing the geographical
limits of his kingdom, specifying, with close exactitude, its
now proved superficial area (39,407 square miles); and adding
that, as the revenues of his predecessors of the Kesari line
had amounted, with a more limited extent of territory, to .
15,00,000 marhs of gold, so his own added boundaries had
raised the State income to 35,00,000 marks. Mr. Stirling
(our most trusted Revenue authority), relying upon still-
extant local tradition, defined the marh at 5 mdshas’ weight ;*
while Dr. Hunter, under later and more vague native in-
spiration, pronounces it to be } of a karishd, which measure
may be assumed to represent the local pronunciation of the old
widely-spread karsha of Manu, corresponding with the normal
weight of the gold suvarna, i.e. 80 ratis.® Taking the rati at
1:75 grains, this will make Mr. Stirling’s return amount to
43-75 grains (5 x 5=25 ; 25 X 1'76=43-75) per marh ; where-
as Dr. Hunter’s estimate, under the same figures, would only
produce 35 grains (140--4=35); but, as he assumes the
modern karishd to be equal to ““one Tolih or one Rupee ”’ of
our modern system,—the amount of which however he does
not further define,*—and taking the 180 grain total as the

said to have been built by Mukund Deo, the last Gajpati of Orissa.” —Blochmann,
As. Soc. Bengal, 1870, p. 282,

1 On the xﬁmve occasion, likewise, a new coin and seal were struck by the
Réaja’s orders, with the titles which are used to this day by the Khirda Réjas,
who claim to represent the majesty of this once powerful race. They run thus:
Vira 8rf Gajapati, Gauréswara, etc. * The illustrious Hero, the Gajapati (Lord
of Elephants), sovereign of Gaura (Bengal), Supreme Monarch over the rulers of
the tribes of Utkala, Kernéita, and the nine forts,” etc.—Stirting, As. Res.xv.,p.272.

3 Asiatic Researches, xv.,p. 271. Mr. Stirling, however, seemed to imagine that
the sum named for the total revenues, as tested by this estimate, was too high ;
but later investigations fully support the reasonable measure of the King’s boast.

3 J.R.AS, I?.I, pp- 169, 170. Chronicles of the Path4n Kings, p. 221.

4 « QOrissa,” & continuation of the * Annals of Rural Bengal,” (London, Smith &
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test,! the result is not far removed from Mr. Stirling’s earlier
estimate under the old régime;—producing, in effect, a return
of 45 grains for the marh (180--4=45). But, singular to say,
if we revert to the more ancient standard of the satarakiika,
or 100-rati* weight,—a metric division which was reproduced
and reaffirmed in the authorized tankah of the Pathén
dynasty, and to which we have to allow a theoretical weight
of 175 grains,—Dr. Hunter’s } toldh will come out to the
exact second place of decimals of the 43-75 (176-+4=43'75),
obtained from Mr. Stirling’s data.

The determination of the true weight of the ra¢i has done
much both to facilitate and give authority to the comparison
of the ultimately divergent standards of the ethnic king-
doms of India. Having discovered the guiding unit, all other
calculations become simple, and present singularly con-
vincing results, notwithstanding that the basis of all these

Elder, 1872), i., pp. 316, 317. Dr. Hunter, like myself, has endeavoared to make
his antiquarian researches instructive in their application to the defects of our
own government in India, consequent upon the too frequent disregard of the
superior local knowledge and hereditary instinots of the races we are appointed to

e over.

After enumerating the ascertained totals of the revenue of the province at
various ]ll)eriodn, the author goes on to say, “ From time immemorial Orisea, like
some other parts of India, has used a local currency of cowries. 'When the pro~
vince p into our hands in 1803, the public accounts were kept and the
revenue was paid in these little shells.”” We “however stipulated that the land-
holders should henceforth pay their land-tax in silver, and fixed the rate of ex-
change at 5120 cowries to the rupee.” (In 1804 the official exchange was 5120,
and the practical rate of exchange from 6460 to 7680.) . . . . “ Had our first
administrators contented themselves with taking payment in silver at the current
rate of the cowrie exchange, the Orissa land-tax would now have been double
what it is at present. But had they resolved to collect it at a grain valuation,
according to Akbars wise policy, it would now be more than double ; for the
prices of food have rather more than doubled since 1804. The system of paying
the land-tax by a grain valuation appears to me to be the hest means of giving:
stability to the Indian revenues.”’—Orissa, ii., P 172. Dr. Hunter had not seen my
notice of ¢ The Revenues of the Mughal Empire ”’ (Triibner, 1872) when this was
written. I had equally appreciated the equity and suitableness of the system of
estimate by agricultural produce, which had come down to Akbars time from
the earliest dawn of the civilization of the nation at large; but I had to con-
demn Akbar for introducing & new element in the shape of a settlement to be
gaid in silver, on the average of the prices of previous years—an assessment he

oped, in defiance of the J)roverbial uncertainty of Indian seasons, to make im-
mutable ; furnishing, in effect, the leading idea we so unwisely followed in that
de[;lorable measure, Lord Cornwallis’s “ Permanent Settlement of Bengal.”

Prinsep’s Essays, U.T., p. 7.

* Chronicles of Pathan Kings, pp. 8, 167, 223, 224 (note). Dr. A. Weber, in
the Zeitachrift for 1861, p. 189, cites the parallel designation of Sata Krishnala,
from the text of the Black Yajur Veda (circa 800 B.c.). The commentator uses
the local name above quoted.
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estimates rests upon so erratic a test as the growth of the
seed of the Gunjé creeper (Abrus precatorius), under the
varied incidents of soil and climate. Nevertheless this
small compact grain, checked in early times by other pro-
ducts of nature, is seen to have had the remarkable faculty
of securing a uniform average throughout the entire continent
of India, which only came to be disturbed when monarchs,
like Shir Shéh and Akbar, in their vanity, raised the weight
of the coinage without any reference to the number of ratis
inherited from Hind4d sources as the given standard, officially
recognized in the old, but altogether disregarded and left
undefined in the reformed Muhammadan mintages.
. I may as well take this opportunity of disposing of the
other technical questions bearing upon the general subject ;
and, without recapitulating the investigations elsewhere
given at large,! I may state generally, that I understand
the rati to have been 1-75 grains, the 100-rafi piece—re-
produced in the ordinary Dehli fankah—175 grains. The
Réjpit sital, composed of mixed silver and copper, preserved
in the early Dehli currencies of the Muslims, is 4% i value
of the 175-grain silver coin; but the number of jifals in any
given composite piece was dependent upon the proportional
amount of the silver added to the ruling copper basis.
The kdni, like the jital, is 4 of the fankah; but the kdni
is found to be the practical as well as the theoretical
divisor, applicable alike to land and other measures, pre-
serving its more special identity in the southern peninsula.
Both terms have now been found in conjunction on a single
piece of Metropolitan fabric, where the sital is authoritatively
declared to be of the value of one kdni? In more advanced
days under the Pathéns, immense quantltles of pieces were
coined to meet the current exchange answering to 4% or 3 of
the tankah; and under Muhammad Tughlak, amid other
useful breaks in the too-uniform descending scale of the
small change, a new division was introduced, in the form

! Numismatic Chronicle (n.8.), iv., & 40, et segq. J.R.A.8. (~.s.) IL, pp. 160,
166, 168. Chronicles of the Pathan Kings of Dehli, pp. 16}, 252.
2 Pathén Chronicles, coin No. 207, p. 252. See also pp. 218, 219.
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of a %, or sir-kini piece, which subsequently became better
known as the Black tankah.!

It would appear that the normal or conventional rate of
exchange of the precious metals mechanically accepted in
India from the earliest times was as silver to gold 8:1;
copper to silver 64:1. Of course these rates were con-
stantly liable to fluctuation.! Indeed, we can trace the
effect of the influx of the gold of the Dakhin, after its con-
quest, in the fall of that metal, evidenced by the obvious
readjustment of the weights of the gold and silver coinage
at the Imperial seat of Government.?> But the copper rate
must have had a very extended lease of immutability, as this
ratio of 64:1 was maintained from the most primitive ages
up to the time of Sikandar Lodi (a.n. 1488-1517).

As regards the application of these data to the examples
specially under review, it would seem that the Bengal silver
coinage was, from the first, deficient in weight in reference
to the corresponding issues of the Dehli mint; but the Dehli
silver coins were avowedly designed to fall in with the con-
ourrent gold pieces of identical weight, and of full standard
in metal : whereas we must suppose that the Lakhnautt silver
pieces, in introducing a new element, were graduated to ex-
change in ¢ven sums against the extant gold currency of
Bengal and Orissa. Now the gold mark weighed, as we
have seen, 43'75 grains, which, with gold as 1 to 8 of silver,
would require 350 grains of the latter metal as its equiva-

1 T was mistaken in my first impression that the Bengal ¢ankahks themselves

might have a claim to this obnoxious designation. J.R.A.8,, II,, p. 160.
In Akbar's time, even, the ;ilr:fremve alteration in the value of gold, since

?To I'tmwlé wf;lerste%, had only reached the proportion of 9-4: 1. Chrounicles, p. 424.

.R.A.8,, IL, p. 63.

3 Pathan Chronicles, p. 235. In my previous article in this Journal,
T was led by Ibn Batutah’s indiscriminate use of the terms ‘ Dirhams and
Dinars,” in their local application in Bengal, to suppose that his definition of
coin exchanges referred to the relative values of gold and silver, and that it
in so far supported my estimate of 1: 8 (J.R.A.8., IL,, p. 61, note 1). I now find
that towards the close of Muhammad bin Tughlak’s reign, the exchange had come
for the moment to be 1:10 (Chronicles, p. 227), in lieu of the ordinary 1:8.
The entire difficulty of the obscure passage in the Journal of the African
Voyager has, however, been set at rest by the more comprehensive tables of
values furnished bby the Egyptian traveller Shaikh Mub&rak Anbati (Notices et
Extraits, xiii., p. 12, which shows that the dindr of silver (i.c. the zankak) was
equal to 8 dirkams (hasht-kdns). See also Elliot’s Historians, iii., pp. 677, 582.
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lent, or {wo 175-grain tankahs, reconciling alike the fours of
the Hindd ideal with the fives and fens of Muslim predilec-
tion; but as there is reason to believe that the local gold
was not refined up to a high state of purity, this defective
standard may readily account for the corresponding reduction
of a few grains on the full total of the silver pieces, equally
a8 it may have justified the acceptance of a lower fouck in
the silver itself.

Later in point of time, under Bahadur Shah (710-730 A.H.),
the progressive fall in the value of gold is more definitively
marked by the diminution of the weight of the silver piece to
the uniform standard of 166 grains,! in contrast to the 169
grains which are preserved in some of the primary issues
here described (Nos. 6, 7).

The central figure in the historical tableau, illustrated by
these introductory coinages, stands prominently to the front
in the person of Gthids-ud-din ’Awz—an outline of whose
career I now append.

Ghids-ud-din’ Aws bin Al Husain.

Hisdm-ud-din *Awz Khijji, a native of Ghér in Afghén-
istén, on joining Muhammad Bakhtyér Khilji in Bengal,
was entrusted by that commander with the charge of the
distriot of Gangautri® He was afterwards promoted to the
important military division of Deokét,® by Kutb-ud-din

1 J.R.AS. (~.8.) II,p. 167. The new and unworn pieces in the Kooch Bihar
trowvaille averaged 166 grains; and the earlier issues, of 188, 189 grains, found
with them, had generally been reduced in weight to correspond with the later
official standard.

3 Variants oS ’L{_‘; ),-_-.{;S Text, p. 168, and MSS. I have preserved

Stewart’s version of the name in my text, but the site of Gangauérs has not been
identifled. There is a town called Gurguri (24> 23’, 86° 65') on the line of
oountry between Bihar and Nagore, but it is not known to have been a place of
any mark. There is also a celebrated fort of high antiquity on the same line of
communication, named Ghidar (24° 63, 86° 55”§, which may have served as an
outpost of the Bih&r head-quarters.

3 Deokét (lat. 25° 18’ long. 88° 31'), the chief place in Gangarhmpér (dis-
trict of Dinajpdr), is now known by the name of Damdamah. Hamilton states
that “it received its present appellation from its having been a military station
during the early Muhammadan Government” (p. 50). Muhammad Bakhtyér,




10

Aibeg’s representative commissioner in the South-east, and
with his aid eventually defeated Muhammad Shirn and
the other confederated Khilji chiefs.! On the definite ap-
pointment of ’Ali Mardén Khilji to the kingdom of
Bengal by Kutb-ud-din Aibeg, he paid his devoirs to the
new Viceroy by meeting him on the Kisi, and accom-

after his first success against the King of at Nuddea (lat. 23° 25°, long.
88° 22'), contented himse ‘guifn:tith deatroging ?]f:tgﬂwn, and withdrew his tro:g
nearer to his base of communications, to a position about 90 miles to the nortE
ward, somewhere about the site of the future Lakhnautf, Deokét again being
some 50 miles N.N.E.

Minh#j-us-8ir4j, in describing Lakhnauti, at a later date q’m A.H.), mentions
that habitations were located on both sides of the Ganges, but that the city of
Lakhnauti proper was situated on the western bank. The author adds, that an

embankment or causeway (‘Ji) extended for a distance of ten days’ journey

through the capital from Deokét to Nagore in Bfrbhtim, (lat. 23° 56’, long.
87° 22).—S8tewart's Bengal, p. 57. Persian text of Tabakét-i-Nasiri, pp. 161,
162, 243. Afn-i-Akbari, ii. p. 14. Elliot's Historiaus, ii., p. 318; iii. p. 112.
Rennell’'s Map, p. 66. Wilford, As. Res. ix., p. 72.

The subjoines curious notice of the distribution of the boundaries of the
kingdom of Bengal shortly before the Muhammadan oonquest has been pre-
nertvhed _in Hamilton’s Hingnltﬁn. The compiler does not give his specific
suthority.

“ Dugng the Adisur d‘ynuty the following are said to have been the ancient

graphical divisions of Bengal. Gour was the capital, forming the centre

ivision, and surrounded by five great srovinoes.

1. Barendra, bounded by the M: da on the west; by the Padma, or
great branch of the Ganges, on the south; by the Kortoya on the east ; and by
adjacent governments on the north.

‘2. Bangga, or the territory east from the Kortoya towards the Brthmagztn.
The capital of Be both before and afterwards, having long been near Dacca
inhtlie province of Bangga, the name is said to have been communicated to the
whole.

3. Bagri, or the Delta, called also Dwipa, or the island, bounded on the one
side by the Padma, or great branch of the Ganges; on another by the ses ; and
on the third by the Hooghlg river, or Bhagirathi.

“4, Rarhi, {bounded by the Hooghly and the Padma on the north and east,
and by adjacent kingdoms on the west and south.

“ 5. Maithila, bounded by the Mahananda and Gour on the east; the Hooghly
or Bhagirathi on the south ; and by adjacent countries on the north and west.”

“ Bollal sen, the successor of Adisur, is said to have resided partly at Gour, but
chiefly at Bikrampr, eight miles south-east of Dacca.” Bollal sen was succeeded
by Lakshmana sen, who was defeated by Muhammad Bakhtyar. The author
continues, “ It is possible that the Réja only retired to his remote capital,
Bikrampr, near Dacca, where there still resides a family possessing considerable
estates, who pretend to be his descendants. We also find that Soonergong, in the
vicinity of Bikramp(r, continued to be a place of refuge to the Gour malcontents,
and was not finally subjugated until long after the overthrow of Rja Laksmana.’
—Hanmilton’s Hindustén (1820), i., p. 114.

Lt s oy é"' il e [oled aast] ol gy

Text, p. 158-—0).] " Y t“‘s‘)"f}.“"j“) A)djf‘;o [CPRT-S
Stewart's Bengal, p. 61. Elliot's Historians, ii., p. 815.
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panied him to Deokot, where he was formally installed in
power. When Kutb-ud-din died at Lahor, in 607 a.x., 'Ali
Mardén assumed independence under the title of ’Alé-ud-din ;
but after a reign of about two years, he was slain by the Khilji
nobles, and Hisdm-ud-din was thereupon elected in his stead
(608 a.H.). History is silent as to when he first arrogated
kingly state, and merely records Shams-ud-din Altamsh’s
expedition against him in 622 A.H., with the object of en-
forcing his allegiance to the Imperial crown, when, after
some doubtful successes, peace was established on the sur-
render of 38 elephants, the payment of 80 laks [of fankahs ?],
and the distinot recognition of Altamsh’s suzerainty in the
public prayers, with the superscription of his titles on the
local coinage. The Emperor, on his return towards Dehli,
made over the government of Bihér to’Ala-ud-din Jéni, who,
however, was not long left undisturbed, for the Southern
potentate speedily re-annexed that section of his former
dominions,—an aggression which was met, in A.H. 624, by the
advance of Nésir-ud-din Mahmid, the eldest son of Altamsh,
in force, who, in the absence of Ghis-ud-din ’Awz on distant
enterprises, succeeded in obtaining possession of the new
seat of Government. In the subsequent engagement the
Bengal army was defeated, and Ghiés-ud-din killed, after
a reign estimated by the local annalist at 12 years.!

This is all the information we are able to gather from the
incidental biographical notices furnished by our sole authority,
Minh4j-us-Sirdj, that most intelligent employé of the Rulers
of Dehli, and welcomed visitor at the Court of Lakhnauti in
A.H. 641, where he saw and appreciated the material under-
takings of this self-made king, whose memory he lauds en-
thusiastically. A tribute Altamsh had virtually anticipated,
when he was at last permitted to behold the glories of his
adversaries’ capital, in 627 A.H., and then conceded the tardy
justice of decreeing, that in virtue of his good works,
Ghiés-ud-din ’Awz should, in his grave, be endowed with

1 Allowing ’Alf Mardan from 607-8 to 609-10, this leaves an interval up to
612, during whieh Histm-ud din ’Awz was content to remain head of the Khilji
oligarchy and local governor.
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that coveted title of Sultdn, which had been denied to him
while living.! ‘

We have now to examine how far the recently discovered
coins will fill in this defective historical outline.

CorNs STRUCK IN THE NAME OF ALTAMSH, tn Bengal.

No.1. Bilver. Size, 7}. Weight, 168 grs. Unique, in this date.
Pl i fig. 1. a.=H. 614.

OBVERSE. REvERsE.
st u\ L i Device.
Horseman at the charge.
oty W unt | Hargin—
gl e ol sy plie gt} dos ey

The date of A.H. 614, this earliest numismatic record con-
tributed by the Bengal Mints, is further remarkable as the
epoch of Altamsh’s final assertion of supremacy on the defeat
of his last powerful competitor in Hinddstdn, Négir-ud-din
Kubdchah, after he had already disposed of his other promi-
nent rival, T4j-ud-din Ilduz, in 612 ao.5. The issue of these
provincial coins, at this conjuncture, would seem to attest the
first voluntary recognition of Altamsh by Hisém-ud-din
’Awz, who was at this time in undisturbed possession of
Bengal and its dependencies. The adoption of the Cavalier
device on the obverse may have been suggested by the con-
ventional acceptance of that design on the money of the

1 Tabakét-i-Nésiri, Text, p. 163. Dr. Blochmann has an interesting paper in
the September number of the Indian Antiquary (p. 269), on Muhammadan Titles.
Among other questions discussed is the derivation and early application of the
title og Sultan. The author remarks that ¢ the flrst clear case of Switdn having
been used as a title belongs to the time of Rukn-ud-daulah, de ui‘.& over Fars,
under the Khalifah Al Mutf’billah,” A.m. 338, or A.n. 949. g[ . Oppert et
Ménant were under the impression that they had discovered the title so early as
the time of Sargon, who, in his grand inscription at Khorsabad, is said to speak
of Subaco as “ Siltan, or Sultan d'Egypte.”’—Journal Asiatique, 1863, p. 9, and
text, p. 3. Commentary, 1864, p. 10. Some doubt has, however, since been
thrown upon this identification, as the designation reads optionally, if not pre-
ferably F\-]n.—Schrﬁder, Cuneiform and Old Testament Studies (1872), p. 167,
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native princes of the North-west, whose hereditary types
were copied by Muhammad bin Sém, and retained for a long
period by Altamsh himself. In the new mintage, however,
the Ré4jpit horseman with his spear is superseded by the
Tharki Cavalier with the historical mace,! and the general
outline of the coarse Northern steed may perchance have
been heightened to record a triumph, or to carry a menace
to the subjected Bengélis,> who had left their king to escape
ignominiously, and virtually surrendered their capital to the
eighteen troopers of Muhammad Bakhtyar’s advance guard.

Among other peculiarities of these coins is the tenor of
their legends, which differ from the ordinarily adopted
Imperial intitulations of the Sultn, who is here designated
as Q_—Eﬂ\, the slave or freedman of Kutb-ud-din Aibeg,—a
term which may have concealed a latent taunt to one who
was now supreme in the chance virtue of his arms, or may
otherwise indicate the independent Khilji method of dis-
criminating the followers of Kutb-ud-din as opposed to the
Mu’izgi faction of the nobles of Hindistan, who had already
tried conclusions with each other, to the disadvantage of the
latter.

1 Mahmdd of Ghazni’s favourite weapon. Tradition affirms that it was preserved
in all honour by the guardians of his tomb at Ghazni.—Atkinson, Expedition into
Afghénistan, p. 222. So much credence was attached to this ancient legend,
that we find Lord Ellenborough in 1842 instructing his generals, in sober earnest-
ness, to “ bring away from the tomb of Mahmdd of Ghazni his club which hangs
over it.” Muhammad Bakhtyfr himself had also won glory by the use of his
mace in his gladiatorial encounter, single-handed, with an elephant, who was
compelled to retreat before the first blow of his powerful arm,

2 The name of Aswapatis, “ Lords of Horses,” was subsequently applied
specifically in Orissa to the Muhammadan conquerors. Mr. Hunter remarks,
“The Telugu Palm Leaf MSS, state that between (Saka 895) o.n. 972 and
A.D. 1563 three great powers successively arose. During this period the
Gajapatis, ‘Lords of Elephants,’ ruled in Orissa and the north of Madras;
the Narapatis, ¢ Lords of Men,’ held the country to the southward.  The Lords
of Horses were the Musalméns, who, with their all-devouring Pathén cavalry,
overthrew the two former.”—Orissa, ii., p. 8. Stirling, Asiatic Researches, xv.,
p. 264. Kin-i-Akbari, Gladwin’s translation, i, p. 319. Abal Fazl, in describ-
ing the game of cards affected by his royal master, speaks of “ 4shweput, the king
of the horses. He is painted on horseback, like the king of Dehli, with the
Chutter, the Alum, and other ensigns of royalty; and Gujput, the king of the
elephants, is mounted on an elephant like the king of Orissa.”

ebay user: hns_t




14

No.2. Gold. Weight, 70-6 grs. Unique. Gaur, A.H. 616.!

Osvinse. Ravense.
p—bnall Ll Horseman at the charge.
o=l Wall puas In the field— )1 <,
il dall ! MHargin—

o\t il ko ey Al Jyy # % 93
? gt gll aal &lew y e cw

This unique gold coin of the period, put forth under
Muslim auspices, is of more than usual value in confirming
the locality of the Mint of its counterparts in silver, which
are deficient in any geographical record ; indeed, none of the
Bengal coins, which form the bulk of the #rouvaille to which
the present notice is devoted, bear any indication of the site
on which they were struck. Found, however, in company
with so many clearly local pieces, there would have been
little hesitation in assigning them to the southern division
of the new Muhammadan empire; but the distinct announce-
ment of the place of issue of the gold piece is of importance
not only in fixing definitively the then head-quarters, but in
presenting us with the name of Gaur,® regarding the use of

1 Reproduced from the original coin, in the collection of Ool. Guthrie, already
published in the Chronicles of the Pathan Kings, p. 78.

* Kilij Arslén, the Seljak of Anatolia (a.H. 666), uses this title of )_,,,\ ub > 2
e ,,J\ (Freehn, p. 166). The three sons of Kai Khusrd (a.n. 647) employ
the term in the plural w‘b‘j’ .

3 T need have no hesitation in admitting that on the first examination of this
piece, as an isolated specimen of a hitherto unknown mintage, I was disposed,
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which, at this epoch, there was some controversy.! Ad-
vantage has been taken in this, to the native comprehension,
more elaborately-finished piece, to insert in the vacant spaces
on the field, above and below the main device, the words,

);_o «2pé, “Btruck at Gaur,” and although the requisite

dot below the ;& has escaped definition, there need be
little doubt as to the purport of the entry, which it was
not thought necessary to reproduce on the less-esteemed
silver money, whose status with the Mint officials, as equally
with the public at large, ranged at a lower level.

The date of 616 A.H. on this coin, supported and in a
measure explained as it is by the marginal legend on No. 3,
proves that the professed allegiance of the local ruler of
Bengal to the head of the followers of Islém at Dehli, was
no momentary demonstration, but a sustained confession of
vassalage extending over one complete year, and portions of
the previous and succeeding twelve months.

The topographical record on No. 2 would further seem to
show that Hisém-ud-din had not as yet transferred his
capital to the new site of Lakhnauti, to the west of the
river, whose designation first appears in a definite form
on the coins of the Empress Riziah, in A.H. 635.2

in the absence of any dot either above or below the line of writing, to adopt the
alternative reading of ))ﬁ instead of J)Q, while confessing a preference for
the latter transcription, on account of the need of the preposition <> (Chronicles
of the Pathan Kings, p. 79); but, at the time, I was unprepared to expect that
Altamsh’s sway had extended to the lower provinces, which were avowedly in
independent charge of the Khilji successors of Muhammad Bakhtyar. This
difficulty is now curiously explained by the concurrent silver pieces, and the sup-
position that the local chieftain found it expedient to profess allegiance, nominal
or real, to the preponderating influence of the master of Hindastan. In like
manner, the recently discovered silver coins have supplied a clue to the more satis-
factory decipherment of the marginal legend, and the explanation of other minor
imperfections in the definition of the exotic characters of the gold coin, which it
is useless to follow in detail.

1 J.R.AS. (x.8.) IL,p. 187. Cf. also Albfran{; Reinaud, Mémoire sur I'Inde,
P- 298, quoted in J.R.A.8. (n.8.) L., p. 471. As. Res. ix., pp. 72, 74; xvii. 617,
‘Wilson’s Glossary, sub voce, etc. Rennell, Map of Hindastan, p. 66. Stewart’s
Bengal, pp. 44, 57.

3 Chronicles of the Pathan Kings, p. 107. J.R.A.S. (v.s.) IL, p. 187, coin
No. 14 infrd. '
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No. 8. Silver. S8ize, 7. Weight, 168 grs. Very rare.
PL i. fig. 2. a.H. 616.

OBVERSE. REVERSE.

rJﬁ-'—A“ bl Horseman at charge.
JURR\| PR WK\, PN
Sl A Margin— o
) il gt A Jpy e A1 QY
w2 7 i s 5 i & ks gyl

+ =

No. 8a. Variety. Weight, 162 grs. Pl i. fig. 3. Date
illegible. The Persian legend on the obverse is given in very
imperfectly defined characters, and offers the peculiarity of the
insertion of the Hindi letters ®T, for Shdh, above the name of the
king, thereby indicating that both die-engravers and the local
public were naturally better versed in the old alphabet than in the
newly-imported letters of the conquerors.

Corxs or GafLs-up-pfN *Awe.

No. 4. Silver. Size, 73. Weight, 161 grs. (full weight,.)
Pl i. fig. 4. A.H. 616. (7 specimens.) ’

OBvERsE. RevERsE.
L N | PO |}

Loall @l Jaeall aas 4

A ) s, a0 Jye)

U panl oy Bge Margin— 3 &l 530 <1,
gl el Bl e s i

Coin No. 4 teaches us that in the same year 616 A.H., in
the early part of which Hisdém-ud-din ’Awz had confessed
allegiance to Altamsh, he seemingly grew weary of such
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pretences, and openly declared himself Sulfdn in his own
right, assuming the regal title of Ghéds-ud-din, and the
gquasi-hierarchical function implied in the designation of
Ndgir Amir Al Muaminin, *“ Defender of the Commander
of the Faithful.” - Whether this overt assertion of inde-
pendence was suggested by his own growing power, or was
due to the imagined weakness of the suzerain, is not clear ;
but there can be no question as to his success in the exten-
sion and consolidation of his dominions, or to his vigorous
administration of a country, fertile in the extreme, and en-
dowed with such singular commercial advantages of sea and
river intercourse.

At this particular juncture Altamsh does not seem to
have been pressed by any important home disturbances, but
there were dark clouds on the N.W. frontier. The all-powerful
’Al&-ud-din Muhammad Khdrizsmé, whose outposts extended
over so large a portion of Asia, had been coining money in
the inconvenient proximity of Ghaszné throughout the years
613, 614-616 A.H.;! and no one could foretell when he might
follow the ordinary precedent, and advance into Hinddstén.,
As fate determined, however, it was left to his son Jald/-ud-din
to swim the Indus, at the risk of his life, as a fugitive
before the hosts of Changiz Khén, in 618 a.n.

The mention of Changis Khdn suggests to me the desira-
bility of repeating a correction, I have already recorded
elsewhere, of a singular delusion, shared alike by native
copyists and English commentators, regarding one of the
supposed incidents of the sufficiently diversified career of
this scourge of the world, to the effect that his unkempt
savages had penetrated down to the impossible limit of the
lower Ganges. The whole series of mistakes, Asiatic or
European, may now be traced back to a simple clerical error
in the transcription from a chance leading copy of the ordi-
narily rare work of Minh4j-us-Sirdj—where the name of
Changts Khdn .\ J..<.> has been substituted for the more
obvious designation of the ancient town of Jdjnagar ,<.>\>

0

! J.R.AS. IX,, p. 381; XVII,, p. 202; Chronicles of Pathan Kings, p. 86.
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Modern authors, examining a single passage, might well
have felt reserve in reconstructing at hazard a primary ver-
sion ; but the editors of the Calcutta official printed text have
gone 8o far towards perpetuating the enigma they were unable
to unravel, as to add to the difficulties of solution by making
Changiz Khén fight (so far on his way to Lakhnauti) the
memorable battle of Perwén [35° 9" N., 69° 16’ E.] on the
conveniently converging site of Budaon (p. 348), which was
situated on one of the favourite main lines of transit to the
south, east of the Ganges. This conglomeration is, however,
the less excusable, as Stewart, in his History of Bengal,
had already pointed out Ferishtah’s palpable mistake to the
same effect; and the editors themselves unconsciously admit
the preferable variant of So-\> inserted in the foot-note,
P- 199. Dr. Hunter, I see, in his new work on Orissa (ii. 4),
incautiously follows Stewart’s first impressions, in the notion
that the vanity’ of Muhammadan historians had inten-
tionally “converted the attack of the humble Orissians into
an invasion of Tartars” (Stewart, p. 62).! I myself prefer the

! Mr. Stirling, in his most exhaustive memoir on Orissa, published in the Asiatic
Researches in 1822, observes :—* Major Stewart, in his History of Bengal, places
an invasion of Orissa by the Mussalmans of Bengal during this reign, that is
A.D. 1243. The Chronicles of the country contain no mention of such an event.
I have not Major Stewart’s authorities at hand to refer to, but strongly suspect
that he has been led into an error by mistaking some word resembling %ajipur, for
Jajipur in Orissa, He expresses himself thus: ¢In the year 614 (A.D. 1243),
the Raja of Jagepur (Orissa) having given some cause of offence, Toghan Khan
marched to Ketasun, on the frontier of Jagepur, where he found the army of the
Raja had thrown up intrenchments to oppose him.’ . . . Now, in the first place,
Jajipur was never a separate principality, as here described ; and there is no such
place in Orissa as Ketasun. Ferishtah is altogether silent on this subject in
his history of Bengal, but in his general history he ascribes the siege of Gour, in
the very year in question, to a party of Mogul Tartars who had invaded Bengal b
way of Chitta, Thibet, etc. Dow’s mistake of a similar nature is scarcely wor
noticing. He makes Sultan Balin pursue the rebel Toghral into Jajnagar
(a.p. 1279), which he calls Orissa, whereas it is evident from the mention of
Sunargaon as lying on the road, that Jajnagar is some place beyond the Ganges.”
—S8tirling, As. Res. xv., p. 274,

It seems to have escaped Mr. Stirling's notice, that Stewart had already cor-
rected his own error in speaking of “Jagepore’’ as * Orissa,” pp. 61 and 65, by
placing that town in it:dproper %osit.ion in “ Tipperah,” in a later passage (p. 70) ;
and he further improved upon his advanced knowledge by saying in a note, at
P- 72, “Jagenagur is said to have been a town in Orissa, near Cuttack; but this

assafe proves 1t to have been situated on the eastern side of the Burhampooter.

he Jagenagar mentioned by Ferishtah should have been written Jagepore.”” [?]
Stewart, Hist. Bengal, p. 72. Dow, i, p. 202 (4to. edit.). Briggs,i., p. 260. See
also Chronicles of Pathan Kings, p. 121.
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more obvious and direct explanation above given, which
perhaps reflects more upon our defective criticism than upon
Muslim vanity.!

No. 5. Silver. Size, 83. Weight, 165 grs. 1.H. 617.
(2 specimens.)

OBVERSE. REVERSE.
U 4y
Lall el lieal Jymy dase &l
Gy il ) plly !
ol o gl | Margine 3 el o
el wlosa e Ul gl

No. 6. Silver. Size, 8. Weight, 169. (Coarse badly formed
legends). A.m. 617. (2 specimens.)

OBVERSE, REvVERSE.
U B R 119 e
ool y ol ol A Jyuy asr®
mel o gt ol A gl ol
3 i) ool o ol oo
G— N e soge &é’ Margin— g Sl 53 08
o=l dlaes y 8 gormsl s 68

1 Of. Elphinstone (new edit. by Professor Cowell), p. 877. Elliot, Muham-
madan Historians, ii., pp. 264, 344. Dr. Lee's Ibn Batutah, Oriental Tr. Fund,
p. 97. Ferishtah, Bombay Persian Text, i., p. 122. Badaoni, Calewtts Persian
Text, p. 88. Tabakét-i-Nésiri, Caleutta Persian Text, pp. 167, 168, 199, 243, 246.
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No. 6s. Variety. One example gives the altered marginal
reading of

QW**EM}Y\&)Q&JH&»@I&

Al Négir-le-din Illah was invested in the Khildfat in o.w. 575, and
died on the 1st Shawwdl, o.5. 622 (5th October, 1225 ao.p.). Bar
Hebreus, Abulfaraj, pp. 269—301. TIbn Asfr, p. 285, fixes his death
at the end of Ramazén. Price, Muhammadan History, ii., p. 210.

The tenor of the legends of the consecutive issues of
A.H. 617 disclose an increasing confidence in his own power
on the part of Ghids-ud-din ’Aws, in the addition made to
his previous titles, and in the assumption of the superlative
Al’ Azam, “the highest,” as the prefix to the 4/ Sultin in
place of the heretofore modest adjective of 4/ Mu’azzam, ““the
great.”! Here, for the first time in this series, we meet with
the official or regnant designation of the Khalif of Baghdéd,
who has hitherto been referred to by the mere generic title
" of “Commander of the Faithful.” ‘

It would appear from this innovation, as if Ghiés-ud-din
had already, indirectly, put himself in communication with
the Pontifical Court at Baghddd, with a view to obtaining
recognition as a sovereign prince in the Muslim hierarchy,—
a further indication of which may possibly be detected in the
exceptional insertion of the montk in addition to the ordinary
year of issue on the margin of No. 6a ; a specification which
will be found more fully developed in the succeeding mint-
ages, where it admits of an explanation which is not so
obvious or conclusive in this instance.

1 Altamsh himself seems to have been indifferent to this distinction, but its
importance is shown in the early coinages of Muhammad bin 84m, who invariably
reserves the superlative prefix for his reigning brother, while he limits his own
claims to the virtually comparative FE:AH. And further to mark these grada-
tions, he prominently adopts the higher title after his brother’s death. Chronicles
of Pathan Kings, pp. 12, 13, 14. Ariana Antiqua, pl. xx., figs. 29, 35.

-
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No. 7. Silver. 8ize, 9. Weight, 169 grs. Pl i. fig. 5! Dated
20th of Rabf’ul 4khir, o.H. 620. (7 specimens.)

OBVERSE. REvERsE.
T TN | VY WD a1 ety
e adl L bl s S R
50— U_S_::J.a_lnuﬂ PR Margin_—w,&x“ f_;,\:.“ o
,_.,_,_;_,.,_..._!\J__:._‘\ &;.»).5.“ t:;))@.& o
PO G SR S U | TV ‘-’-L"“""’Jw}‘:‘:

No. 7a. Variety. Weight, i65 grs. Coin of the same date and
similar character, which transfers the complete name of _dsc into
the third line; the dubious prefix to the second .ol o Liol\ reads
more as jxv, while the suggested 50y, above given, appears as v

If the preceding coins had left any doubt as to Ghi4s-ud-
din’s designs in regard to the assumption of sovereign
power, the tenor of the legends on Nos. 7 and 74, would
conclusively set that question at rest. Here, not content
with the recently-arrogated title of ch)“ wwd!, we find
him calling himself ¢ Sultdn of Sultdns,” by direct ap-
pointment of the Khalif,? associated with which is the entry

1 See also Marsden, No. ncowvir. p. 564. There are two coins of this type in
his collection in the British Museum. Marsden remarks, “ The date of this coin,
the earliest of those belonging to the princes who governed Bengal in the name of
the Kings of Dehli, but who took all opportunities of remlerin§1 themselves in-
dependent, is expressed distinctly in wordls) ..... The titles and patronymics of
the Sultan by whom it was struck are for the most part illegible; not so much
from obliteration, as from the original imperfect formation of the characters.”

3 The term sy J:. is of frequent occurrence on the early Muslim coinages,

and is usually associated with the name of the officer—whatever his condition—-
responsible for the mint issues, as S~} SN &c which is translated by

Freehn as “ manibus " (t.e. curd et operd), Ahmadis or ¢ curante,” —a definition
accepted in later days on the Continent as * par les mains de, par les soins de,” etc.

4
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of a specific date, with the still more unusual definition of
the day of the month, which is preserved constant and un-
varied throughout the entire issue. More remarkable still is
the abnormal departure from the conventional form of coin
legends, in the omission of the preliminary “ A! Sultdn,” and
the abrupt introduction of the regnal title of the once proba-
tional Hisdm-ud-din, under his more ambitious designation
of GQhids-ud-din. In short, the entire drift of the altered
superscription points to an intentional reproduction of some
formal phraseology, such as would be eminently consistent
with an official transcript of the revered precept emanating
from Baghdé4d. '

I should infer from these coincidences that a formal
diploma had by this time been conceded by the Supreme
Pontiff, admitting the newly-erected kingdom of Bengal
within the boundaries of Isl4m, and confirming the reigning
monarch in possession, with added titles and dignities. The
date so prominently repeated may either be that upon which
the patent was originally sealed, or more probably it points
to the auspicious moment of the reception of the ambassadors,
who conveyed the formal document and paraphernalia of
investment, at the Court of Lakhnauti. This assignment in
no way disturbs my previous attribution of the inaugural
piece of Altamsh,! marking his attainment of the like
honours in A.H. 626. The very concession to the Bengal
potentate possibly led his once suzerain to seek a parallel
sanctification of his own rights, which he had previously been
content to hold by the sword: and the difficulty of com-
munication with Baghd4d over alien kingdoms and disturbed
frontiers would account for a delay of the emissaries on the
one part and the other, which would not affect the open
ocean passage between the mouths of the Granges and the
sea port of Bussorah.

In the presentinstance it would seem to implya more or less direct intervention
by the Commander of the Faithful himself in favour of his nominee.

! Initial Coinage of Bengal, J.R.A.8. (.8.) IL,, p. 154, No. 1, note ; Chronicles
of the Pathén Kings, p. 46. Of course this exceptional issue will now have to
cede priority of date both to the Bengal coins of a.m. 614, etc., and likewise to
the northern piece of Altamsh, No. 8, which must be taken as anterior to No. 10.




CoIN OF ALTAMSH,

No. 8. Silver. Size 8% Weight, 168 grs. BSquare Kufic
characters, which seem to belong to Léhor or some northern
Mint.! PLi. fig. 6. A.H. 62¥%?

OBVERSE.
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BexcAL CoiNs OF ALTAMSH SUBSEQUENT TO THE RE-ASSERTION OF HIS
IMpERIAL SWAY.

No.9. Silver. Size 8. Weight, 168 grs. Bengal type of Coin.

OBVERSE.

Lt
! alll]

AH. 622.

REvVERSE.

As in Nos. 6 and 7,—Coins
of Gh{ds-ud-din, with the
name of the Khalif 4!
Ndgsir-le-din Illah.

Margin—
A et Pl
&l o g e

! Chronicles of the Pathan Kings, p. 15. Pl i. figs. 4-8.
3 This word as designating the coin is -unusual; but we have the term
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Altamsh does not seem to have found it convenient to
proceed against his contumacious vassal, who was now ready
to meet him on almost equal terms, till a.H. 622, when the
coinage immediately attests one part of the compact under
which peace was secured, in the exclusive use of the name
of the Emperor of Hindistdn on the money of Bengal.!
That the issue, represented by No. 9, proceeded from the
local Mints, is evident alike from the style and fabric of
the pieces, their defective metal, and the uncouth forms of
the letters of the legends.

No. 10. Silver. Size 8. Weight 168 grs. (2 specimens.)
Plate i. fig. 7. a.m. 624.

OBVERSE. REvERSE.
el L L AN A
el Ll puat A Jgy S
) ikaally! PV R PR 1)
ot el el weiagAll el
el Margin—jsed * * * db 0
Qe day ey 1!t

) J.dn )\o for the Mint, and the 3\ ""J“ ete., as the ordinary prefix to the
&) or £gal) of the Pathan monarchs. The letters on the Bengal coins look

more like }ﬂ\, which, however, does not seem to make sense. Frahn long

ago suggested that the word J.a ought to be received as a substantive, espe-
cially in those cases Where the preposition < did not follow it, in the given
sentence, as a prefix to the name of the Mint city.

g ol Jle &K old y Ju e [p. 162 cndid 3 ] (=
Caleutta text, pp. 163, 171.—3S | ud Cjlaw ply 4y &
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Al Zahir beamrillah, the Khalif whose name is inscribed on this
coin, succeeded his father on the 2nd of Shawwdl, o.m. 622, and
died on the 14th Rajab, a.m. 623 (July 11, 1226 a.p.). Bar
Hebreeus, dbulfara), p. 302.

2
No. 11. Bilver. Bize 7. Weight 167 grs. Unique. Pl i,
fig. 8. A.H. 624.

Square area, within double | REevERsE.
lines, following the pattern of
some of the examples of Mu- Legend in the area as in
hammad Ghori’s coins. the last coin, with the
‘._E:_c“ wthdt name of the Khalif 47
Zihir. '
! 5 Lall s g
« -
eyl Jiaall o Margin—gy)) & * * 5
ol dole day g1 e 5
The words yave sall sosl
are inserted in the interstices
between the square area and
the circular marginal line, as
in the Dehli coins of Bahram
Shéh.!

It might be supposed to be an open question as to whether
Ghiés-ud-din ’Aws or Négir-ud-din Makmid—the eldest son
of Altamsh and his viceroy in Bengal—presided over the
Mints which put forth the coins classed under Nos. 10 and
11. As regards the latter, at present wnigue piece, there
can be little doubt, from its assimilation to the ordinary
Dehli models, that it formed a portion of the revised and
improved coinage of the south after Mahmid’s defeat of
Ghids-ud-din in 624 A.2H. In like manner, the introduction

of the term r!a.;!\ on No. 10, as a prefix to the title of

1 Chronicles of the Pathan Kings, p. 118.
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Sultan Altamsh, points to a feeling of filial reverence, which
is altogether wanting even in Ghiés-ud-din’s repentant mani-
festo in the legend of No. 9. Mahmiid’s appointment to the
Government of Oudh dates from A.u. 623,! and the tenor of
one of the narratives of Minh4j-us-Siraj would imply that he
proceeded southwards with but little delay ; so that all coins
bearing the date of 624, with the name of Altamsh, might
preferentially be assigned to his interposition, more especially
as Ghiés-ud-din at and prior to this period had placed him-
self in a renewed attitude of insurrection.

Coin of Ndgir-ud-din Mahmid Shdh, as Viceroy in Bengal.

The administration of the Bengal Mints under the official
auspices of Nasir-ud-din Mahmid, as developed in the issues
Nos. 10, 11, leads up to and confirms with more full effect
an identification I have hitherto been obliged to advocate in
a less confident tone—that is, the attribution of the piece,"
reproduced in the woodcut below, under No. 12, to the
eldest son of Altamsh, at some period towards the close of
his brief career.? With these newly-discovered evidences of
his overt intervention in the local currencies, the transition
to a subdued and possibly paternally-sanctioned numismatic
proclamation, in his own name, would be easy, more especially
if that advance was made simultaneously with the effusive
reception at Dehli of the reigning Khalif’s earliest recog-
nition of Altamsh’s supremacy, coupled with the desirability
of making this Imperial triumph manifest in those southern
latitudes, where other dynastic names had already claimed a
prior sanctification.’

1 Persian text, 180.

2 Initial Coinage of Bengal, J.R.A.8. (N.8.) I, p. 182, Chronicles of the
Pathén Kings, p. 81. )

3 Minh4j-us-Sir4j, after completing his account of Nésir-ud-din’s conquest of
Ghffs-ud-din *Awz, and the transmission of the spoils to the Sultan at Dehli,
continues—

Aol ol et e e dae Sl ol 85 Ly
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Such an authorized augmentation of the Prince’s state is
rendered the more probable, as Altamsh in a measure shared
with his favourite son the honours and dignities conferred
by the Khalif, and simultaneously extended to him the right
to use an umbrella with the tint of Imperial red.! Nasir-
ud-din Mahmud, the contemporary biographer remarks, was
from that time looked upon as the recognized successor to
the throne of Hindéstan. Equally, after Mahmtd’s prema-
ture death, his father still so held him in honour that his
body was brought to Dehli, and enshrined under one of the
choicest domes that Eastern Saracenic art could achieve,
which to this day, amid its now broken marbles, stands as a
monument of the virtues of this prince, and preserves in its
decaying walls the remains of? the first royal tomb of the

S S dd qwaqfwu‘éﬂuéu‘ Sams)
PS5 i pad y pem la das M e pallol SSbe olis
KPRV RO FEIX U { LT A DS R PR Tt OV SR TN.X U
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P Wy 4;1:6 g wsp

(See also Elliot's Historians, ii., pp. 326, 329.)

The Xhalif’s emissary arrived at Dehli on the 22nd of Rabi'ul awwal, (3rd
month of) A.m. 626, p. 1vq, and news of the death of Nhsir-ud-din Mahmad
reached the capital in the 5th month of the same year, p. 174.

1 The founder of the Ghaznavi dynasty, the Great Sabuktigin, assumed regal
state under the shadow of a red umbrella. Altamsh’s ensigns are described as
black for the right wing ;\:,,, oA wb\) and red for the left wing g'_:\!.\)
e Bpuune P- IVE, Mu'izz-ud-din Muhammad bin 84m’s standards bore the
same colours, but the discrimination is made that the &lack pertained to the

Ghéris, and the red to the Tarks, p. trv, Ghias-ud-din Muhammad bin Sam
used black and red for the two wings respectively, p. 83.

2 InscrrpTION ON THE ToMB oF SuLTAN GHAZI [NASIR-UD-DIN MAHMGD] AT
DEHLI, DATED A.H. 629.

r‘:‘m“ sy ‘.BM“ ol &Ll adl sda. Ly b
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slave kings erected near the capital,' on the shattered entrance
arch of which we can still trace the devotional prayer of the
father for the soul of his son, whose mundane glories he
briefly epitomizes as * King of Kings of the East,” implying,
in the conventional terms of the day, all India beyond the
Gogra.

And still further to secure a contemporary memento of
his lost heir, Altamsh conferred the same name and title
upon a younger son, who, in his turn, was destined to occupy
the throne of Dehli for twenty years, and the name of Nésir-
ud-din Mahmid was perpetuated anew in the next genera-
tion, under another dynasty, as the designation of Balban’s
heir, who carried it back to Bengal, where he was permitted
to found a new family of southern kings,® who for half a
century succeeded in maintaining a fitful sovereignty, seldom
disturbed by the more powerful Sulténs of Hinddstin.

il aadll Jo¥ et 43 Ut 5 all b ad) 5, KL
o el sy ol opasll yally ol Guad bl
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1l 5 Wty A s g AN o AN gl L
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This Tomb, which is known as the Makbarat of Sultdn Ghézi, stands amid the
ruins of the village of Mullikpdr Koyi, about three miles due west of the cele-
brated Kutb Minar. Asar-us-Sunnadid, Dehli, 1854, pp. 23, 30 (No. 12, 18,
Facsimile), and 60 (modern transcript revised). See also Journal Asiatique,
M. G. de Tassy’s translation of the Urdi text; also Journal Archeological Society
of Dehli, p. 67, and Hand-book for Dehli, 1863, p. 85.

1 Rukn-ud-din Firtiz Shah, another son of Altamsh, who for a brief period
held the throne of Dehli, found & final resting-place on the chosen site of Mal-
likpar; and his brother in deferred succession, entitled Mu'izz-ud-din Bakrdm
8hdh, followed him into the Tombs of the Kings in the same locality.—Asér-us-
Sunnadid, pp. 26, 26. Elliot’s Historians, iii., p. 382. Chronicles of Pathan
Kings, p. 290.

* See p. 36 infrd.
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No. 12. Silver. Size 8. Weight, 1631 grs. Unigue. British

Museum.

OBVERSE. REvERsE.
a3 L Pl s g
ety Ll o et I )
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Al Mustansir billah was inaugurated on the 14th of Rajab,
623 A.H.=1226 A.D., the same day that his father Al Zahir died.
—Bar Hebrseus, p. 303.

I quote in illustration of my previous remarks, the legends on
the special issue of Altamsh on the occasion of the receipt of his
diploma of investiture in A.H. 626.

‘Weight of the B. M. Coin, 164 grains.

OBvERSE—dll} (Jpss oase Al 1 1Y

REvERsE—As above, in No. 12, with similarly formed characters.!

It may be noted that on a like occasion of the reception of the
Egyptian Khalif’s diploma at Dehli in 744 a.H.,, Muhammad bin
Tughlak adopted a similar method of exhibiting his respect by
introducing the pontiff’s name on the coinage to the exclusion of
his own.

The identification of the individual, who styles himself
Daulat Shah, with many high-sounding prefixes, on the sub-
joined coin, demanded a certain amount of patient patch-

1 Chronicles of the Pathan Kings, p. 46.
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work, which I have relegated to the note below.! Suffice it
to say that Daulat Shdh bin Modid is the person who is
spoken of elsewhere as Ikhtiyar-ud-din BaLka ? Khijj, and
who appears in history on the single occasion of his possess-
ing himself of the Kingdom of Bengal on the death of
Nésir-ud-din Mahmid, and his subsequent suppression and
capture on the advance of Altamsh’s forces in the self-same
year, 627 A.H., he was unwise enough to record on his un-
authorized coinage. '

hﬂﬁ}é&m,wﬁ‘#’w &:...,4;,“ 5___5.)‘4? IL')Ql
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Calcutta Text, p. {VI®, ool

@b ) dat 0y I b gz el e e s
Calcutta Text, p. 14 KL.
In the printed text, under the first Court Circular list of the |y Jj\ P c_{)l,.
of Sulttn Shams-ud-dfn, we find the following entry, \;‘éb. s\ ;-,J}Q
553""0 &; and in the second document, purporting to be a variant of
that official return, we read, gg\é KL s u\}‘,.\ U:'."\“)\-‘-‘&‘ <.

(pp. \VV and |VA), which latter version is greatly improved by the Oriental

Lord Chamberlain’s list preserved in a MS. in the B. M. (Addit. No. 26,189), which
associates more directly the title with the mame, and identifies the -individual as

KL slidyo ol Last Sl
3 The word Balkd has exercised the commentators. It may be found, however,
in the early Ghaznavi name of Balkd-Tigin. K:u means & ¢ camel colt,” and

U..Q' is “ handsome.”
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No. 13. Silver. Size9}. Weight, 168. Unique. Plate i. fig. 9.

AH, 6277
OBVERSE. . REVERSE.
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The reading of s )'li“,_g\ is speculative: the letters W\ are
distinct, as are also the two dots of the §, but that letter s¢tself
cannot be traced, and the visible remains of the character succeeding
the \«}} are more like | or LS‘ than the suggested .s; .

Inscription of Altamsh.

Among the numerous inscriptions of Altamsh already
known, no one possesses greater interest than the subjoined,
which has lately been published in the J.A.S. Bengal.

Budidn was one of Altamsh’s earliest charges, and from
thence he was called to supreme sovereignty at Dehli on the
death of Kutb-ud-din Aibeg.

Inscription of Altamsh, on the gateway of the Jam’i Masjid at
Budddn.!

poad eell Sl b il L T ol Lt
! Deciphered by Mr. Wilson, C.8., Bud46n.—J.A.8.B., 1872, p. 112.
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Dated, Ramasdn A.p. 628 [Nov. 1230 a.p.].

Coin of Riziah.

I conclude this limited series, and complete this section of
the numismatic history of the south, by the reproduction of
the sole available dafed coin of Riziah, minted at Lakhnauti,
in A.H. 635. After this epoch there follows an interval of
more than half a century, during which we discover no
coins of Bengal proper. But the year 691 A.H. may be said
to inaugurate a new era, represented by the mintages of the
more firmly-established local kings of the family of Nasir-
ud-din Mahmid, the son of Balban, who, perhaps wisely,
preferred the placid repose of a gquasi-viceroyalty at Lakh-.
nautf, to the turmoils of the Imperial throne, to which he
was the acknowledged heir. He does not seem to have
arrogated to himself the right to coin; and it was left to his
second son Kai K&is to resume that symbol of independent
power. : :

No. 14. Silver. Weight, 164'5 grs. 8ize, 7. Lakhnauti, o.1. 635.
The late General T. P. Smith.!

OBVERSE. Reveese.
p—Le ) b pbdl age
gl sliall &di> gl el
wllad! prasdl ) e eyl
wregtll ool g Morgin—
tows  Jplly acill Vo o
&l u-u ) uM>

. ! Chronicles of the Pathan Kings, No. 90, p. 107. A similar coin (wanting
in the date) is figured and described in the J.R.A.8. (n.s.) IL, p. 186.
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I may,perhaps, be permitted to extend this paper beyound
the exact limit covered by Mr. Broadley’s collection, in order
to gather up such later antiquarian gleanings as chance to
illustrate the obscure section of the history of Bengal during
the first half-century of the 107 years comprised in the
Kooch Bihar representatlve acoumulations, which formed
the subject of my previous paper on “The Initial Coinage of
Bengal,” or, in effect, to follow up the local changes, of
which we have occasional monumental records, down to the
time when Ilids Shéh attained independence, and expanded
his boundaries and his power into imperial proportions.

The energy and research of our fellow-labourers in the
East has been largely rewarded in these days by the number
of inscriptions brought to light in various parts of the
country, which have been deciphered, and more or less com-
pletely published in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal under the supervision of their critical and in-
defatigable secretary, Dr. Blochmann, to whom we are
indebted for such comprehensive analyses of the learning
and traditions of the Court of Akbar and subsequent Mughal

monarchs.
InscripriON A. °

The first mural record in point of date of which at present

only a brief outline is available, consists of the

" InscrrpTiON OF TUGHRIL KHAN AT BIHAR,
which is described as pertaining to ‘“an edifice built in
A.H. 640, or A.p. 1242, by ’Izz-ud-din Abulfath Tughril
Khén, who styles himself Sultin, and assumes other regal
epithets, as Khdkdn-ul-Mu’assam, Khallada-lldhu mulakhu,”
etc.!

This is a most suggestive contribution to the other revela-
tions of the condition of the country at this time, from which,
on the full decipherment of the original text, we may per-
chance gain new knowledge of the ever imminent revolutions

1 J.A.8.B. Proceedings, November, 1871, p. 247.
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of regnant vassals in partibus infidelium against absent
Muhammadan Emperors.

There is nothing, however, to cause surprise in the as-
sumption of royal titles by Tughril on this occasion, as,
although he had been a firm adherent of the Empress
Riziah, had been endowed by her with the honours of the
red umbrella, and had coined assiduously the only silver
money bearing her name hitherto discovered, his devotion to
the Imperial throne was confessedly shaken after her death,
and in this self-same year, 640 A.H., taking advantage of
the weakness of the reigning monarch at Dehli, he pro-
ceeded to annex the province of Karra Ménikptr, which
in itself constituted an overt act of rebellion against his
Suzerain.!

The next division of the Initial Coinage of Bengal brings
us into much more definite contact with the realities of
mediseval remains, and reminds me that on my first en-
deavour to identify the Kai K&is of the Kooch Bihér coins,
I was obliged to crave indulgence in the mere reading of
the dates so incoherently defined on his mintages. I had,
for the time, to abandon all faith in the units, to claim only
dubious credence for the decimals; though the Aundreds
necessarily remained beyond cavil, even had the Bengal
Mint-officials blundered in the definition of the alien Semitic
legends with more than their accustomed licence.

I was, however, venturesome enough on that occasion to
suggest—in dotted lines and duly reserved sguare brackets—
that the then obscure Kai Kd#s ought to have a place in the
family tree of the house of Balban, a claim which had
escaped the record of contemporary biographers, or the
knowledge of later commentators on the local events in
Bengal. I have since found abundant testimony towards
establishing his true place both under the one and the other
aspect. ]

On a recent occasion of reviewing my previous Essay on
the Initial Coinage of Bengal, I embodied, with more confi-

! Minhéj-us-8irj, Persian text, p. 243. Stewart’s Bengal, p. 61.
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dence,! the restored genealogical tree, of which the following
is a transcript :

Sultdn Balban, Emperor of HindGstan

I
Muhamnlmd (Shahid) Négir-ud-din Mahmﬁd', Bughyrd Khdn, of Bengal
Kai Khusra

| |
Sultdn My tzz-ud-din Rukn-tld-din Shams-ud-din

Kaikus4p, Kar KiGs, F{r¢z Snfx,
Emperor of Hindastén King of Bengal King of Bengal
[ | :
Shahdd-ud-din Ndgir-ud-din Ghz’da-lud-din Kutli kM»
BueurL Sain, Bauiour 85L=E,
King of Bengal King of Bengal

In support of this direct line of descent, I can now quote
evidence from two confirmatory sources, the incidental men-
tion of Kai KAds as “the second son” of N4sir-ud-din
Mahmid, on the eve of the interview of the rival monarchs,
Kaikub4d, the eldest son, Swltdn of Hindéstén, and their
father, the occupying Lord of Bengal, which forms the sub-
ject of Mir Khusrt Dehlavi’s celebrated poem the ¢ Kirdn-
us-S’adain ;”’* and, also, the inscription reproduced ¢n ez-
tenso below, which conclusively identifies the same prince in
the paternal relation, and simultaneously attests his eventual
regal succession in Bengal.

InscrrpTION B.

Inscription of Kat KAts in Gangardmpir, Dingjpir, at
Damdamah, the old Deokét,® dated Muharram, 697 a.H.
[Oct., 1297 a.p.]

Wl oS bl S e 6 ot 5Ll sdo 10
wedd ol L ogas auun}\ﬁ,{w.é)ﬂ@ Al b pally

1 Chronicles, p. 148.

2 Professor Cowell’s article in Journ, As. Soc. Bengal, 1860, p. 234; and
Elliot’s Historians, iii., p. 530.

3 See Buchanan’s Dinbjpar, p. 60; and anté, p. 9.
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J.A8.B,1872,p.103. & \lecw B

Dz, H. BLocaMANN's TRANSLATION.

“This mosque was built during the reign of the king of kings, Rukn-ud-dunyé-
waddin, the shadow of God upon earth, Kai Kds Shah, son of Mahmad, son of
the Sultan, the right hand of the Khalffah of God, the helper of the commander
of the faithful—may God perpetuate his rule and kingdom !—at the order of the
Lord of the age, by Shihab-ul-haqq-waddin, a second Alexander, the Ulugh-i-
’Azam Humbytn Zafar Khan Bahrém Itgin—may God perpetuate his rule and
kingdom, and may God prolong his life !—under the supervision (batauliyat) of
Salah Jiwand of Multdn. On the lst Muharram, 697 A.m. [19th Oct., 1297].”

I have reproduced in full the .above inscription, alike in
text, translation, and commentary,! as it corrects an avowedly
imperfect reading which I had been favoured with by Col.
Nassau Lees. Dr. Blochmann was so obliging as to forward
me an impression of the original, that I might satisfy myself
of the accuracy of the translation now given; but I have
unfortunately mislaid the facsimile reproduction, and there-
fore abstain for the moment from any further comments.

1 Dr. Blochmann continues :—¢ As mentioned above, this inscription is quoted
by Mr. Thomas in his Chronicles of the Pathan Kings, p. 140, where a ‘rough’
translation by Colonel Nassau Lees is given. The ¢ translation ’ leaves out the
name of the builder, and wrongly puts his titles in apposition to the words
Khusrawe samdn. The absence of a facsimile has led Mr. Thomas to state that
Kai KaGs confessed allegiance to 'Al4-ud-din of Dihli, who is the Sikandar-
ugsni par ezcellence ; but the grammatical construction of the sentence, and the
tdiom, show that the words ¢Sikandar-ugganf, Ulugh-i-’Azam HuméyGn and
Zafar Khén,’ are merely titles of Bahram Itgin. He must have been a Malik of
high rank, as the titles are high; but my Tribeni inscriptions (about to be pub-
lished in this volume) give Maliks not only similar titles, but also the phrase
¢May God perpetuate his rule and kingdom,’ and even julis names, if I may say
so. ‘Shihéb.ul-Haqq-wad-din,’ therefore, is merely the julis name of Malik
Zafar Khén, and shows, moreover, that the Sikandar-ussani’ cannot be *Ala-ud-
din, whose full julis name with the Aunyah was ’Ala-ud-din Abwimuzaffar
Muhammad Sh&h.” This inscription is further referred to by Mr. W. M. Bourke
(1872, p. 143), who expresses a hope that his new “ rubbings,” now submitted
to the Society, may resolve Dr. Blochmann's doubt regarding a portion of this
Tnscription, and supply the date in his No. 4 Inscription.
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InscrrerioN C.

Inscription of SHAMS-UD-DiN Fir0z of Bengal, on Zafar
Khén’s Madrasah, at Tribeni,! dated a.H. 713.

o a0 il Lyl vin oty sasd) Ty sa
Ol i 4l J? ety ) o ol B e
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J.A8.B.1870,p. 287. ‘mlbis &) ods u\u_;n s\4

The text goes on to say that the inscription was engraved
under the direction of Khan Muhammad Zafar Khéan, on the
1st of Muharram, 713 a.mH. Zafar Khéan’s Mosque, in the
same locality, bears the earlier date of 698 A.H. (a.D. 1298).

! Tribeni or Z¥iveni (as Mr. Money writes it, J.A.8.B., 1847, p. 398), N. of
Hagli. Dr. Blochmann adds, * Tribeni is often called Tripané (“three streams ),
and by the Muhammadans Tvipant Shdhptr, or Firtzdbdd (see also Kin-i-Akbari
(Gladwin), ii., p. 5; J.R.A.8. (~.s.) IL. (1866), p. 202, Note 1, and Note 1, p. 205).
Dr. Blochmann, in adverting to Marsden’s coin of T4j-ud-din Firdz Shdh (No.
pocLxxvir, and Laidley, J.A.8.B., 1846, pL v., fig. 17), has followed the old
authorities in attributing the piece to a Bengal king of that name, and does not
seem to be aware that the coin was minted in the Dakhan in 807 A.x., during the
reign of the Bahmdns Firaz Shéh (a.:H. 800 to 825). See my Chronicles of the
Pathén Kings, p. 345. On the other part, I have to thank Dr. Blochmann
for a rectification, to which he seems to attach an undue importance.—J.A.S.B.,
July, 1872, p. 119. In my recent work just quoted, I had occasion to notice,
en passant, the contemporary coins of the local dynasties more or less connected
with the central Muhammadan Imperialism. Among other hitherto unpublished
specimens, I described a coin of “ Ahmad Sh&h bin Ahmad Shéh, Alwali, 47
Bakmant,” (p. 343), dated 8566 A.m., and I submitted, without any reserve,
in illustration of the piece itself, a facsimile of the original, designed and
executed by an independent artist—which may be seen to be defective in
both the subordinate points, in which Dr. Blochmann has the advantage
of me in a better preserved and more fully legible coin lately acquired by
Colonel Hyde. I take no blame to myself for reading the absolutely detached

(33 of the one specimen for the improved 3y )‘ of the other, nor am I sur-
prised at the appearance of the concluding word \5‘*‘“ when it is to be

found in the very next page of my work, where I had full authority for its
citation.
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Inscrrerions D. E. F.
Further Inscriptions of Shams-ud-din Firis.

Dr. Blochmann contributes the following remarks towards
the elucidation of some unpublished records of this king:

“The inscriptions at Tribeni near Higli mention the
same king (Shams-ud-din Firtz) as having reigned in 1313
AD. Two of Mr. Broadley’s inscriptions—and this will
show the value of his discoveries—prove—

1. That FirGz already reigned in 1309 over (Western)
Bengal, or Lakhnauti.

2. That South Bihar under him belonged to Bengal,
whilst other inscriptions show that Bihar in 1352 again
belonged to Dehli.

3. That Shams-ud-din had a son of the name of Hélim
Khén, who in 1309 and 1315—and hence most likely during
the intervening years—was governor of Bihér.” !

As respects the later numismatic accessions to this hence-
forth second period of the Muslim annals of Bengal, they may
be said to be confined to minor varieties and repetitions of

" known types, whose dates are, as yet, imperfectly ascertained.

" A single coin of mark claims attention, in the shape of a gold
piece of Bah&dur Shéh, part of his tribute or recognition
money (similar to the silver piece No. 9, 0.8.) coined in his
own name, but with the full acknowledgment of the su-
premacy of Muhammad bin Tughlak. The piece itself is the
property of Mr. Delmerick—to whom we owe the first notice
of the unique coin of the Bactrian king Plato, which has
lately been secured for the British Museum ;*—a medal, I
may remark, en passant, that contributes the most striking
testimony to the value of numismatic inquiries perhaps ever.
addneed, in confirming by the single date, hitherto known in
the entire Bactrian series, which appears on its surface, the

1 ¢« The two inscriptions of Halim Khén contain the dates 1309 and 1315 ; the
former inscription seems to have bélonged to a Saraf, the latter to a Mosque.”
J.A.8.B., Proceedings, 1871, p. 246.

3 J.A.S.B., February, 1872, p. 84.
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exact epoch of Eukratides’ death in B.c. 165, which had
already been speculatively fixed from less definite data.!
The specific determination of this era is of the highest im-
portance as giving us a standpoint, so to say critical, towards
the close of a dynasty, whose members left so few positive
traces behind them, and whose annals were little likely to
have been preserved either by the hostile races who succeeded
them, or their indifferent cousins who remained in the an-
cestral homes of the West.

I have little left to say, in conclusion, beyond momentarily
adverting to one of the confessed difficulties of the day, the
identification of the easily-shifted sites of Eastern cities,
whose removal, apart from the caprice of the rulers, was, in
this locality, at all times liable to be suggested, if not en-
forced, by Nature herself, in the ever-changing channels of

‘the waters of the Delta of the Ganges.®

'With regard to the emplacement of Pundua or “Firtzpir,”
a possible claimant has appeared in the shape of the *“ Pun-
dooah ” (23° 3'-88° 18') near Hiighli, which is in a measure
connected with the area of Shams-ud-din Firtz of Bengal’s
extant memorials at Tribeni, one of the subordinate villages
of which still retains the alternative name of * Firtzabad.”3

But I am satisfied that the Pandua, near Maldah,$ is the

! Prinsep’s Essays, ii., p.176. J.R.A.8.(0.8.) XX,,p. 119. Gen. Cunningham
Num. Chron, ix. (1869), p. 230. I am now, apart from other reasons, the less
inclined to accept the author’s ¢ 83 of the Bactrian era ’—which he derives from a
guasi-monogram on the coins of Heliocles. '

3 This is a description of the local peculiarities published in 1820. “In tracing
the sea coast of this Delta, there are eight openings found, each of which appears to
be a principal mouth of the Ganges. As a strong presumptive proof of the wander-
ings of that river, from one side of the Delta to the other, it may be observed, that
there is no a})ﬁemmce of virgin earth between the Tiperah hili; on the east and
the district of Burdwén on the west; nor below Dacca and Bauleah on the north.
In all the sections of the numerous creeks and rivers of the Delta, nothing ap;
but sand and black mould in regular strata, until the clay is reached, which forms
the lower part of their beds ; nor is there any substance so coarse as gravel either
in the Defta, or nearer the sea than 400 miles (by the course of the Ganges) at
Oudanulla, where a rocky point, part of the base of the neighbouring hills,
projects into the river.” —Hamilton’s Hindustan, i., p. 123.

3 J.AS. Bengal1 1870, p. 282, and note, p. 37, anté.

¢ Rennell and Stewart were alike convinced that the northern city of that name
was the scene of FirGz's contest with Ilits Shah. Rennell remarks : ¢ Pundus,
or Purruah, mentioned as a royal residence in Bengal, in the year 1353 (Dow, i.
340), [4to. edit. i., 326; Briggs, i., 449], is about seven miles to the north of
Mauldah, and ten from the nearest part of Gour. Many of its ruins yet remain,




. 40

real place of mintage of the coins bearing the royal designa-
tion of this prince, which later in point of time supersedes
the discarded record of ““ Lakhnauti’’ on the local currency,
‘While the group of “Seven Villages”” or Townships in Lower
Bengal is defined solely by the appropriate mint term of
“ Satgaon,” whose leading centre perhaps oscillated according
to the progressive changes of the convenient wharves and
landing-places of that emporium. If I could be equally
certain of the very reasonable identification of ¢ Jugdula”
(25° 10'-87° 58’) of our recent surveys,! with the “ Akddlah’
of the Muhammadan historians,® the case would be complete
and final in favour of the northern metropolis.

Colonel Haughton’s recent investigations enable him to
say that Ghidspir is also “near Gtaur, about one mile N.W.
of Maldah.” 3 .And Dr. Blochmann very safely affirms that
Muassamdbdd is in Sonargaon.* A small incidental note
will be found at p. 9 anté, on Deokdt and the Muslim Lakh-
nauti, but the subject under its geographical aspect, promises
to repay more ample investigation.

Bu‘ticulnrl the Addeenah mosque, and the ?avement of a very long street, which
ies in the line of the road leading from Mauldah to Dinagepour.” —Rennell, Map,
etc., p. 66. .

Stgwart’ s understanding of the localities may be traced in the following Jmsage :
¢ Ilyas took post himself in the fort of Akdala; leaving his son to defend the cf;t{
of Pundua (near Mauldah), which for some time past he had made his cc:gi )
The Emperor advanced to a place now called Firozpdrabad, and commenced the
operations of the siege of Pundua.”—Hist. Bengal, p. 84. See also Hamilton’s

industan, i., 230.

! Surveyor General of India’s latest Maps.

2 These passages are given at large in my previous paper. J.R.A.S.,IL., p. 206.
See also pp. 203-210, and Stewart’s Bengal, pp. 84 note, 86 and 87 ; as well as
Elliot'’s Historians, iii., sp. 294-308. .

3 See Chronicles of Pathén Kings, 163. Afn.i-Akbari, ii., p. 3, suppt., and

Grant's Report, p. 372.
‘ Proceegglngs As. Soc. Bengal, April, 1870, p. 121.

STEPHRN AUSTIN AND SONB, PRINTERS, HERTFORD.
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