
Altburgund  Academy:  

The average age of an Oflag 64 Kreigy was 27.  Almost all were college educated and many had 
advanced degrees.  There were engineers, lawyers, doctors, journalists, artists, musicians and even a 
former commandant of a Southern military academy.  Almost half were married.   Being locked up and 
isolated in a camp thousands of miles from home and dependent for everything on the unpredictable 
Germans, caused concern for how the American prisoners were coping with nothing to do.  One project 
to address this issue was a program of academic classes set up by several officers with education 
backgrounds. It was led by Captain Hubert Eldridge who had 22 years of experience as a teacher and 
school superintendent.  Designed as a college curriculum, it was known as the Altburgund (German 
name for Szubin) Academy, or more informally, the Kreigy Kollege of Diabolical Knowledge. 

The program was a great success.  It offered classes in German (very popular as Kreigies thought it might 
be useful in an escape), Spanish, French, social sciences, physics, algebra, geometry, literature, speech 
and journalism.   

Former Oflag 64 Kreigy, Sid Thal,  put it this way, “We really didn’t have any free time because we were 
always busy with projects.  We had classes all in one building – language, math, history – a whole school 
staffed by qualified teachers who could give you credits toward a degree.  It’s amazing how huge a cross 
section of talent is available in any large group of men.” 



 


