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The Community is Invited! 
Getting Past Your Genealogy  

Road Blocks 
Monday, January 27, 2014 

New Time 7:00 pm 
 

 Have you been working on your fami-
ly’s history for a while and have come to a 
road block? Are you just getting started re-
searching the who, what and wheres of ge-
nealogy? On Monday January 27th join the 
Interlaken Historical Society as Diane Bas-
sette Nelson examines some of road blocks 
to finding answers to keep your family tree 
growing. If you are just starting out, many 
of the points discussed will help you find 
answers before they become road blocks as 
well.  
 She has been involved with genealogy 
research for over 40 years, and has written 
and edited several family histories both for 
her own lines and for others who have links 
to our area. A former Certified Genealogical 
Record Specialist, Diane has learned her 
way in and through many of the forgotten 
and less used records needed to proceed 
with filling in the blanks on your family 
tree. 
  Some basic research materials and sam-
ple forms will be available. Additionally, 
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many of the Historical Society reference 
works will be on sale that evening. 
 Please note the new time for the meeting, 
7:00 p.m. The program will be held in the 
dining room of the Interlaken Masonic Hall, 
8396 Main Street (above Hubbard Heating 
and Plumbing). With the addition of a new 
user-friendly stair-chair the area is handi-
capped accessible. 
  The program is open to the public, and 
refreshments will be served. For more infor-
mation contact the society at 607-280-2099. 
 In the event of inclement weather an-
nouncements will be made on the radio and 
local internet media. 
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President’s Message 
Celebrating Cooperation 

 The January President’s article is al-
ways a challenge to write with all the 
events of the holidays and year-end items, 
and yet, within that challenge is the idea of 
celebrations. As we celebrate the holidays 
with our friends and family we can also 
look back at the many times organizations 
within our community have worked togeth-
er for the betterment of all. 
 Olde Home Day in June is certainly a 
high point each year of cooperation with the 
many organizations, businesses and individ-
uals working together to celebrate our 
Community while sharing with those who 
come into town for the day. 
 Many people benefit from the coopera-
tion between the churches, individuals and 
local agencies each week who provide as-
sistance for those who need a bag of grocer-
ies. On any Friday afternoon you will find 
dedicated volunteers from all over the area 
at the Interlaken Reformed Church for the 
local food pantry. During the holidays 
many groups within our community have 
adopted a family to assist in making the 
holiday a better one. Others have donated 
non-perishable food items to the food pan-
tries in lieu of holiday gift exchanges. 
 In recent years the Villages of Interla-
ken, Lodi and Trumansburg, along with the 
Towns of Covert and Lodi have worked 
together looking for answers to supplying 
additional municipal water to more people 
within our communities. 
 The list goes on, and rather than miss an 
event or some organization I will only cite 
 
 one more example of these areas of coop-
eration. 
 A few years ago a group of people 

worked to bring about changes to Main 
Street, with new ideas for how the 
streetscape might look, and renewing the 
look of businesses along the way. This ef-
fort involved businesses, the Village, organ-
izations and individuals. Grant applications 
were submitted and plans made for creating 
the new look. 
 As part of the Village’s grant applica-
tion for improvements, several building 
owners submitted plans for work that would 
be done, and how those improvements 
would benefit the community. The applica-
tion included aspects of cooperative funding 
as well.  
 One of those organization/business co-
operatives existed between the Interlaken 
Historical Society, the Masonic Hall Asso-
ciation and Hubbard Heating and Plumbing. 
The Historical Society made an application 
to the Delavan Foundation for assistance 
creating community access to the meeting, 
kitchen and dining facilities on the second 
floor of the Masonic Hall. Unfortunately, 
the Village grant application failed, but the 
Delavan Foundation approved funds to as-
sist with creating the access.  
 For anyone who has attended dinners or 
events on the second floor in the past, you 
know there is a long stairway, and an old 
style stair chair. This fall, the Masonic Hall 
Association approached the Historical Soci-
ety, which had been holding the grant 
funds, with a revised plan to create the ac-
cess. Originally, and with more funding, the 
plan was to install an elevator from the 
ground floor to an entry on the second floor. 
The revised plan was to install a modern 
user-friendly stair chair. Today the second 
floor of the Masonic Hall is now accessible 
with a quiet, comfortable and safe ride from 
door to door. One of the benefits of the new 
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Kings Cabins Post Card, from Penelope Sci-
alla, Saint Paul, MN 

 
Financial Donations 
Tom & Betsey Salm, Trumsburg, NY 
Marissa and Charles H. Crawford III  (in 

honor of Pat Patterson), Atlanta, GA  
Penelope Scialla, Saint Paul, MN 
 
Gifts in Memory of Emily Brust 
East Williamson Fire Company,  
 Williamson, NY 
And others who did not want their names 

published. 
A thank you to all who gave gifts. 

The Interlaken Public Library 
A Free Library 

 “Shall we have a free library in our Vil-
lage?...All those interested in such a project 
are asked to meet on Friday, November 8 
[1901] at 7:30 p.m. in the parlors of the 
Baptist Church. If the way is clear, steps 
will be taken to form a library association to 
be incorporated by Regents in order to get 
State Aid.” 

stair chair is that it will operate even if we 
have a power failure. 
 Some people may recall that in the 
1960s and 1970s if you needed to take items 
up to the meeting or dining room area, you 
would stop at Charlie and Valetta Over-
slaugh’s liquor store right next door and 
borrow the key. Today the key and arrange-
ments for using this public access space is 
handled through Hubbard Heating and 
Plumbing. 
 We would love to hear your stories of 
Celebrating Cooperation between organiza-
tions for use in future issues. 
 On behalf of all of the Interlaken Histor-
ical Society Trustees we wish you a pros-
perous 2014. 
 Thank you for your time as you read, 
enjoy and participate in the activities of the 
Interlaken Historical Society. 

Diane Bassette Nelson 
 
 
 
 
View of Main Street circa1905 from the  
Baptist Church Tower. The original roof- 
line of the Masonic Hall before the 1908 addition. 
The current library is also shown before the alcove 
was added on the southside. 
 
 
 
New Member 
Frank Zwolinski, Santa Rosa, CA 
 
New Life Members: 
Glenn Bucien, Interlaken 
Marilyn Crooker, Intlaken 
 
 
Donations to the Society 
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 So begins the article about the library in 
Patterson’s Between the Lakes volume, 
page 190. The report follows noting the 
election of officers: Rev. E. B. VanArsdale, 
President; L. M. Rappleye, Vice President; 
Georginanna Wheeler, Secretary; Ira C. 
Hall, Treasurer; and Dr Alfred Slocum.  
 The Farmer Public Library opened to 
the public on July 22, 1902, with the books 
being shelved in a closet of Dr. Slocum’s 
waiting room. This first library was in the 
brick building adjacent to the Memorial 
Garden. 
 Annual reports are always helpful when 
looking at a history, and it is interesting to 
note that in the five months that the library 
was open in 1902 115 people checked out 
583 books.  
 The library continued to grow and orga-
nized ice cream socials, musicals, tag days 
and the support of the Village of Interlaken 
and the Town of Covert. All still a vital part 
of the library today. 
 The Trustees rented various rooms in 
the village for the library after Dr. Slocum 
left.  
 In 1925 the village received a unique 
gift from the Hinman family. Lockwood 
Hinman built his home about 1826 and that 
year he and his bride moved iinto their new 
home. Mrs. Hinman would live in her Main 
Street home until 1902.  
 After her death, the home was sold, and 
the new owners would make exterior modi-
fications. A grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Hin-
man, Lewis S. Hinman purchased the old 

home, restored the exterior practically to its 
original plan, rebuild the fine old white 
fence, and presented the property to the Vil-
lage of Interlaken, to be used as a library 
building in memory of Lockwood Hinman, 
his wife and family.  
 Over the years since 1925 additions 
have been made to the building both inside 
and out, with the front façade remaining 
true to the restored building of 1925. Most 
recently the children’s reading room was 
added.  
 Today the library trustees and other vol-
unteers staff the library, check-out and 
shelve books and plan many programs to 
support both the library and the people who 
use all of the resources available there. 
 If you haven’t stopped in lately, plan a 
visit soon, you will be surprised at what you 
find. 
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New Gift for the Archives 
 When Penelope Scialla, now of Saint Paul, MN send in her gift of a 1955 
post card of the Kings Kabins in Kidders she included a note with it. 
 
 We were a typical suburban family: both (yes both) my folks were in the 
Army and after discharge in 1948 we were one of the first families to rent a 
house in Levittown – the streets weren't even paved when my folks moved in. 
In 1952 we moved to our own 
house in Massapequa Park where 
my parents lived until 2002. 
 I remember this vacation very 
clearly. The cabin was clean and 
nice and the owners accommo-
dating and welcoming. It cost a 
quarter for 30-minutes of televi-
sion on the very small black-and-
white set in the cabin. We didn't 
watch it at all after first experi-
ment because a quarter was a lot 
of money! 
 The three of us had a wonder-
ful week in the Interlaken. My 
parents taught me to float on Lake Cayuga; we lived on the south shore of 
Long Island and there's not much opportunity to teach swimming in the ocean. 
 I remember visiting the shoe factory in Endicott and being fascinated with 
the glassworks in Corning. We so appreciated the gorgeous scenery Upstate. 
 When my Midwestern friends ask about New York I tell them it's not all on 
that little island with the big 
buildings-- there's much much 
more great history, phenome-
nal, breathtaking panoramas if 
you go just a bit north of the 
hub-bub. 
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The Masonic Hall and its Occupants 
 In the 1976 Between the Lakes Bicen-
tennial volume, Pat Patterson and others 
recorded histories of many of the organiza-
tions within our community. Those histories 
tell the story of both the people and the 
places where they met to conduct business. 
 As with many business places on Main 
Street in Interlaken, one or more turning 
points or key dates may well revolve 
around one of the fires that 
have changed the face of 
Main Street. Such is the case 
with both the Masonic Lodge 
and the Masonic Hall Associ-
ation. 
 Farmerville Union 
Lodge 183 had its beginnings 
in the 1850s when Masonry 
became active again in 
Farmer and other communi-
ties. This followed the de-
cline of this ancient organiza-
tion in the 1820s. 
 Among the people asso-
ciated with that revival of 
Masonary were Nathan 
Wheeler the first Master of the newly reor-
ganized Farmerville Lodge, and Ira Almy 
its first Secretary. The members met on the 
second floor of the former American House. 
In the 1870s the Lodge rented the second 
floor of the adjacent building and held their 
meetings there until the 1891 fire which 
destroyed the Gambee House (formerly the 
American House) and several of the build-
ings to the south, including the building 
where the lodge was meeting. Patterson’s 
history tells us that the members were able 
“to rescue most of the Lodge furniture, jew-
els and records from their rooms.” For a 

time following the fire the Lodge rented 
space on the second floor of the former Mi-
nor Shoe factory. 
 The December 1880 fire consumed the 
block from what is now the Masonic Hall 
south to the corner, and then across the 
street and back North to the current Jay’s 
Diner. Other buildings in the path were 
soon rebuilt. 
      In 1893 the Masonic Hall Association 

was incorporated, and it pur-
chased the current property 
from Oscar G. and Henrietta 
Wheeler for $850.00. The 
new building, which cost 
$3,240 to construct, incorpo-
rated retail space on the first 
floor, with a meeting room 
and kitchen on the second 
floor. Its distinctive windows 
on the second floor with the 
Lodge emblem easily identify 
the building. 
 As membership grew, 
and community needs for 
public spaces increased, the 
building was expanded in 
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1908. The aerial photograph of the building 
taken in the 1960s clearly shows the growth, 
with the flat sloped roof line being the origi-
nal building, and the peaked roof the 1908 
addition.  
 During the early 1970s the building re-
ceived a facelift both inside and out. The 
meeting room was paneled, and a new ceil-
ing installed which highlighted the “dome” 
in the center of the room. The kitchen and 
dining room also had improvements made, 
and the original chairlift was installed. 
 As with most organizations, members 
came from all walks of life, and all served 
the organization with dedication both local-
ly and at the district/state level. A few of the 
gentlemen who have served the Grand 
Lodge as officers include: Rev. Elias 
B.VanArsdale, first in 1908 as Grand Chap-
lain, and again in 1910 at District Deputy 
Grand Master; Henry G. Wikoff was a 
Grand Representative in 1944; others who 
served as District Deputy Grand Master 
were Charles J Wickes 1953, Emmett D’Ar-
cy 1963, G. Douglas VanBenschoten 1970, 
and Donald Dill  
 In 1979 with membership declining 

around the area, and older structures hard to 
maintain Farmerville Lodge consolidated 
with Union Lodge #114 of Ovid and in 
1984 Lodi Lodge #345 was added . 
 The 2014 officers include John Hub-
bard, Master, Bruce Radloff, Sr. Warden; 
James McKee, Jr. Warden; Donald Dill Sr. 
Deacon; Eric Banta Jr. Deacon and  Treas-
urer; Everett Nelson, Secretary, Joseph 
Borst Chaplain, and Daniel Borst Tiler. 
 Members of Farmerville Union Lodge 
continue the tradition of contributing to the 
larger Masonic Charities, including the Ma-
sonic Home at Utica, the Masonic Medical 
Research Center, and Camp Turk in the Ad-
irondacks. Funds come from a number of 
events. I wonder how many recall the 
chicken Bar-B-Qs, fly-in-breakfasts and 
other fund raisers held by the Masons?  
 In recent years the Masonic Child ID 
program has been a yearly event with the 
South Seneca Elementary School. The 
Lodge also sponsors CPR programs.  
 If you haven’t attended one of their 
Silent Movie programs, be sure to watch for 
an announcement of these wonderful eve-
nings. Enjoy a glimpse into the past as the 
silent film rolls and live music is provide by 
Nancy Radloff. 
 In addition to Farmerville Union 
Lodge and the Masonic Hall Association, 
another organization continues to meet in 
the rooms on the second floor, South Sene-
ca Chapter #200, Order of the Eastern Star. 
 Interlaken Chapter #335 Order of the 
Eastern Star began meeting in October 
1904 with a dispensation from Grand Chap-
ter. One year later in 1905 they received 
their Charter and have held meetings ever 
since. At the same time, Shining Light 
Chapter #334 was being formed in Ovid, 
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merged to form South Seneca Chapter 
#200, taking a new name, but retaining the 
number of the older chapter. Ovid would 
continue meeting for a time, eventually 
turning in their Charter as their members 
passed away, or moved to other chapters. 
 Today members of South Seneca 
Chapter are very active in the community, 
sponsoring an Easter Egg Hunt the Satur-
day before Palm Sunday; a visit from Santa 
Claus in early December and they have be-
gun plans for Family Movie Nights. 
 Several of the members of Interlaken 
Chapter and now South Seneca Chapter 
OES have served as District and State Of-
ficers: District Deputy Grand Matrons: Zo-
bedia Boyer 1918, Josephine Fuller 1945, 
Ferne Patterson 1960, Shirley Jerger 1976, 
Diane Bassette Nelson 2002, Nicole Nelson 
2010-2011. Grand Representatives to other 
states Ruth Casebeer 1965, Annette Bas-
sette 1979-1980. Gentlemen who have 
served as District Grand Lecturer: Fred J. 
Freestone 1924, Harold J. Barnard 1949, 
Oran T. Casebeer 1957, Maurice L. Patter-
son 1971, Everett L. Nelson 2002 and 2010, 
and Louis F. Jerger, Jr. who served multiple 
terms and also served as Associate Grand 
Sentinel. 
 The 2014 Officers for South Seneca 
Chapter include: Nicole Nelson Matron; 
Everett Nelson Patron; Nancy Radloff As-
sociate Matron; Bruce Radloff Associate 
Patron; Esther Swarthout Conductress; 
Michele Caci-Rogers Associate Conduc-
tress. 
 Realizing that the organizations which 
would use the building meet only a few 
times a month, the Masonic Hall Associa-
tion constructed their building with the in-
tent that the first floor would be used as re-

and a few years earlier, Lodi Chapter #200 
was started. These early members were 
wives, daughters, or sisters of Master Ma-
sons. 
 The first Worthy Matron for Interlaken 
was Artie Leonard, with John B. Moore as 
Worthy Patron. In looking at the list of la-
dies who served as Worthy Matron one 
quickly finds the names of ladies well 
known in the community, but also on the 
list are those ladies who quietly served their 
community through the years. 
 The ladies of the Eastern Star not only 
assisted in preparing meals for the local 
Masons, but they provided socials to which 
the whole community was invited. They 
sponsored skits and programs at the Boyer 
Opera House, box socials, and whist parties 
in their early years. The tradition of whist 
parties was revived in the 1980s, with a pot-
luck supper before an evening of cards. 

From the youngest players (8 to 10 year 
olds) to the oldest (80s and 90s) all enjoyed 
an evening of fellowship and good times. 
 Like the Masons, declining member-
ship in the 1980s prompted the three local 
chapters to discuss merging. Ovid declined, 
but in May 1988 the members of Lodi 
Chapter # 200 and Interlaken Chapter #335 
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tail space, thereby providing income.  
 Do you recall the many merchants who 
called the space home? H.E. Peterson; Leo 
and Anna Braden, John Whittier all had de-
partment stores. These were followed at 
various times by a used clothing store, a 
video store, and who remembers the en-
trainment, if not the chance to make an oc-
casional purchase, when Jerrilea Garfield-
O’Neil had her Saturday evening auctions.  
 Today Hubbard Heating and Plumbing 
occupies the first floor offering the Histori-
cal Society display space in one window. 
 For more on the history of these organiza-
tions please see Patterson: Between the Lakes, A 
History of South Seneca County 1976. 

 
Pictures from the Historical Society ar-
chives: page 6 the building as it appeared 
shortly after construction in the 1890s, aeri-
al view taken circa 1970s showing the roof 
lines created by the additions. Page 7 1967 
recognition of several 50-year members. 
Page 8 circa 1965 picture of the officers  
Interlaken Chapter Order of the Eastern 
Star. This page H. E. Peterson’s Dry Goods 
Store, an Interlaken Grange meeting held in 

the early 1900s and the 2013 visit by Santa 
Claus. 
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 All in all the Burkett's were a wonderful 
older couple. I later became friends with 
their son, and he and I were building a 
model airplane in their back room when 
Pearl Harbor was attacked. We had the ra-
dio on and had no idea at the time how that 
day would affect both of our lives. I wound 
up in the Navy and he went in the Air Force 
during World War II. 
 I'm not sure how long the restaurant was 
there, maybe others have some information 
on that. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
De-
tail 
from 
a 
1915 

photograph. The Burkett Restaurant would 
be in the area of the second awning, Hand-
ford’s Hardware is first, then Burkett and 
then Wickes. 
 

Burkett's Restaurant 
Bob Dickerson 

 I was thinking after reading the last 
historical paper of something in the past 
that is a great memory for me. 
 Back in the late 30s and early 40s 
there was a small restaurant in between 
Hanford's Hardware and Wickes's Drug-
store. Its name was Burkett's Restaurant 
and was owned by folks we called Ma and 
Pa Burkett. I can't remember their real 
first names. 
 During the early 1940s the Army was 
building the Seneca Army Depot. Many 
of the workers were living in and around 
Interlaken and Ovid. My father even rent-
ed his summer cottage to a few of them. 
 Anyway, I was 14 at the time and 
the Burkett's offered me a morning job 
there before I went to school. I went 
there at 4:30 every morning and swept 
the place out. I made coffee and got the 
place ready to open at 5:30 or 6 a.m. 
 Then I stayed till about 8 a.m. and 
helped wait on the many workers who 
came in for breakfast each morning be-
fore going to the Depot. Can't believe 
back then the tips I made, sometimes 
fifty cents. During the summer I was 
working at the grocery store for a dollar 
a day, and a dollar and a half a day on 
Saturdays. 
 Ma Burkett made pies early each 
morning while I was still there to help 
with serving. When it was time to go to 
school, she always came and thanked me 
and gave me a hug. Little did I realize 
when she hugged me she would also give 
me a goodbye pat on the rear with her 
floured hands from making pies. Finally I 
was tipped off at school about the 
handprints, after a lot of laughs. 
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Iඇඍൾඋඅൺ඄ൾඇ Hංඌඍඈඋංർൺඅ Sඈർංൾඍඒ 
Gංൿඍ Sඁඈඉ Oඋൽൾඋ Fඈඋආ 

 _________  So Good A Time: Life in the 1870s as Documented in the Diary of Olive  
  Williams 1873 to 1878, 2010 Nancy Saultz Radloff  Softcover $12.95 
_______        Historical Images of Interlaken a coloring book based on historical photographs 
  12 full page drawings of historical buildings with descriptive text.  $3.50 

 
 _______  Town of Covert, 1976  Wayne Morrison  Hardcover $35.00* 
 _____   Softcover $25.00* 
 
 ______  Index to the Interlaken and Ovid Newspapers 1822-1994 $55.00* 
 
 _____  The Covert Family, 1989 Carl W. Fischer, Wm. V Covert 
  M. L. Patterson $35.00* 
 _______  Between the Lakes, 1976 Maurice L. Patterson  Hardcover $25.00 
 _____   Softcover $15.00 
 

 _____  And Let My Memory Cherished Be, Remembering the  $18.00 
   Families of the Old Covert Cemetery, Diane Bassette Nelson 
 _____  Hamlet of Covert Historic Tour Special Edition Newsletter $3.00 
 
 _____  Interlaken Oral History: Life & Times of the Area  
  1900-1950 including the History of the Halstead Canning Co $10.00 
 _____  Descendants of Thomas Horton of Springfield 
  & Descendants of Phineus Pratt, Carl W. Fischer $35.00 
 _____  Silas Halsey, Pioneer Settler of Lodi, N.Y., A Chronology of   $15.00 
  His Life and Times 1743 – 1832, Alta E. Boyer   
 _____  The Diary of Herman T. Smith, 1884-1893 $10.00 
 _____  The Geology of Seneca County, John W. Wells $10.00 
 _____  Landmarks of Seneca County, Edith Delavan 2004 $25.00 
   Order total _________ 
Postage and  Please add $10.00 if your order total is over $50 
Handling: Please add $5.00 if your order total is $25 to $49 
 Please add $4.00 if your order total is $10  to $24  
 Please add $2.50 if your order total is less than $10 
 * $2.00 additional postage Total enclosed _____________  
Name  __________________________________________________________  
Mailing Address ___________________________________________________  
  __________________________________________________________  

Please Mail Order Form or DUES  to: INTERLAKEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 PO Box 270, Interlaken NY 14847 

DUES are due beginning July 1, 2012 Still only $10 a year! 
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Interlaken Historical Society 
PO Box 270 
Interlaken, NY 14847-0270 
 
www.InterlakenHistory.org 
 
 

The Historical Society  
Board of Trustees 

Diane Bassette Nelson, President 
Bill Schaffner, Vice President 
Mary Jean Welser, Secretary 
Karen King, Treasurer 
Trustees   
 John Hunt   Doris Jennings 
 Barbara Stewart Harold Stewart 
  

Newsletter Editors and Staff 
 Diane Bassette Nelson Bill Schaffner 
 Peggy Kopsa Nancy Radloff 
   Mimi Schaffner Barb Stewart 
 

 
Funding for the Society Newsletter provided by the 

Delavan Foundation 

Mark your calendar 
 
January 27, 2014 Getting Past Your  

Genealogy Road Blocks. Second Floor 
Masonic Hall, 8396 Main Street, 7:00 
p.m. (note the new time, and location) 

April 28th, program to be announced 
June 14th Interlaken Olde Home Day and 

All Class Reunion.  
Summer Saturdays: More History on the 

Sidewalk.  
Coming this Fall: Plowing Day 2014, watch 

for details. 
 

Like us on Facebook  

 
 
 


