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Learning is a lifelong process, and throughout our lives, we encounter 
new challenges that require us to learn new skills, acquire new 
knowledge, and adapt to new situations. However, it's not just about 
what we learn, but also how we learn.  
 
In today's fast-paced and constantly evolving world, the ability to learn 
efficiently and effectively is more important than ever. This is where 
the concept of "learning how to learn" comes in.  
 
Learning how to learn is about developing the skills and strategies that 
enable us to learn more efficiently and effectively, and ultimately, to 
achieve greater success in our personal and professional lives.  
 
So, here is a list of useful books for BECOMING A STRAIGHT-A STUDENT. 
 
We will update this list as new and useful reading material is 
discovered. Do let us know if you find some useful books for us to add! 
 
Happy Learning! 
Ursula 
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Here are some books that focus on how to become a straight-A 
student: 
 

1. "Straight A Study Skills: More Than 200 Essential Strategies to 
Ace Your Exams, Boost Your Grades, and Achieve Lasting 
Academic Success" by Cynthia Clumeck Muchnick and Justin 
Ross Muchnick 

 
2. "Straight A's Are Not Enough: Breakthroughs in Learning for 

College Students" by Geraldine Markel 
 

3. "The Straight A Handbook: The 50 Most Powerful Secrets for 
Ultimate Success In and Out of the Classroom" by Kari Miller 
 

4. "The Straight-A Conspiracy: Your Secret Guide to Ending the 
Stress of School and Totally Ruling the World" by Hunter Maats 
and Katie O'Brien 

 
5. "How to Become a Straight-A Student: The Unconventional 

Strategies Real College Students Use to Score High While 
Studying Less" by Cal Newport 
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"Straight A Study Skills: More Than 200 Essential Strategies to Ace Your 
Exams, Boost Your Grades, and Achieve Lasting Academic Success" by 
Cynthia Clumeck Muchnick and Justin Ross Muchnick is a comprehensive 
guide that provides more than 200 essential strategies to help students excel 
academically.  
 
Here are some of the key notes from the book: 

 
1. Time management: learning how to effectively manage your time, including setting 

goals and priorities, creating schedules and to-do lists, and avoiding procrastination. 
 

2. Note-taking: taking clear, organized, and effective notes during lectures and while 
reading textbooks. 

 
3. Studying: using various techniques to study more efficiently and effectively, such as 

active reading, memorization techniques, and creating study guides. 
 

4. Test-taking: preparing for and taking exams, including strategies for multiple-choice 
questions, essay questions, and timed exams. 

 
5. Communication: effectively communicating with professors, classmates, and other 

members of the academic community. 
 

6. Stress management: developing coping mechanisms to manage stress and anxiety 
related to academic performance. 

 
7. Motivation: finding and maintaining motivation to succeed academically, including 

setting goals, finding inspiration, and staying positive. 
 

8. Study environment: creating a conducive environment for studying, including finding 
a quiet space, minimizing distractions, and using technology to your advantage. 

 
Overall, the book provides a comprehensive guide to academic success and covers a wide 
range of strategies and techniques to help students achieve their academic goals. 
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"Straight A's Are Not Enough: Breakthroughs in Learning for College Students" 
by Geraldine Markel focuses on developing a whole-person approach to 
learning and achieving success in college. 
 
Here are some key notes: 
 

1. Emphasize the importance of developing a personal mission statement and goals. 
 

2. Learning how to learn effectively by understanding your learning style and 
developing good study habits. 

 
3. Emphasis on time management skills to help balance academic, personal, and 

social responsibilities. 
 

4. Importance of self-care, such as regular exercise, healthy eating habits, and stress 
management techniques. 

 
5. Encouragement to seek out resources such as academic advisors, tutors, and 

mentors for support. 
 

6. Strategies for improving reading and note-taking skills to enhance comprehension 
and retention of information. 
 

7. Techniques for developing critical thinking skills, such as questioning assumptions 
and examining evidence. 
 

8. Emphasis on developing communication skills, both written and verbal, to 
effectively convey ideas and persuade others. 

 
Overall, the book encourages students to take a holistic approach to learning and personal 
growth, recognizing that academic success is only one aspect of achieving fulfilment and 
success in life. 
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"The Straight A Handbook" by Kari Miller provides 50 powerful strategies for 
students to achieve success in and out of the classroom.  
 
Here are some of the key notes from the book: 
 

1. Create a solid foundation for learning by developing a positive mindset, setting goals, 
and managing time effectively. 
 

2. Focus on building strong reading comprehension skills to enhance learning and 
retention. 

 
3. Develop effective note-taking strategies that work for your individual learning style. 

 
4. Utilize memory techniques such as visualization, association, and repetition to 

improve recall and retention. 
 

5. Stay motivated and engaged by finding personal meaning and interest in what you're 
learning. 

 
6. Build strong relationships with teachers and peers by communicating effectively and 

seeking help when needed. 
 
7. Use technology to enhance learning and productivity, but avoid distractions and time-

wasters. 
 

8. Develop good study habits and test-taking strategies to maximize your performance 
on exams. 

 
9. Take care of your physical and mental health by getting enough sleep, eating well, 

exercising regularly, and managing stress. 
 
Overall, "The Straight A Handbook" provides practical and actionable advice for students 
looking to achieve academic success and develop lifelong learning skills. 
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"The Straight-A Conspiracy: Your Secret Guide to Ending the Stress of School 
and Totally Ruling the World" by Hunter Maats and Katie O'Brien is a book that 
provides unconventional strategies and insights for students to achieve 
academic success without experiencing the stress commonly associated with it.  
 
Some of the key notes from the book are: 
 

1. The traditional approach to education is outdated: The authors argue that the 
traditional approach to education, which emphasizes rote memorization and 
standardized testing, is no longer relevant in today's rapidly changing world. Instead, 
they propose a new approach that focuses on developing creativity, critical thinking, 
and problem-solving skills. 

 
2. The importance of sleep and exercise: The book emphasizes the importance of 

getting enough sleep and exercise, as these factors can have a significant impact on 
academic performance and overall well-being. 

 
3. Learning how to learn: The authors provide tips and strategies for effective learning, 

such as the use of memory techniques, active recall, and spaced repetition. 
 

4. The power of mindset: The book emphasizes the importance of adopting a growth 
mindset and developing a positive attitude towards learning, rather than being fixed 
on achieving perfect grades. 

 
5. The role of relationships: The authors argue that relationships with teachers and 

peers can have a significant impact on academic success, and provide tips for building 
strong connections with others. 

 
6. Taking breaks and having fun: The book emphasizes the importance of taking breaks 

and engaging in enjoyable activities to avoid burnout and maintain motivation. 
 

7. The importance of finding purpose: The authors encourage students to identify their 
passions and interests, and to find purpose in their academic pursuits. 

 
Overall, "The Straight-A Conspiracy" provides a comprehensive guide to achieving academic 
success while maintaining mental and physical well-being. The book challenges traditional 
approaches to education and provides practical strategies for students to achieve their 
academic goals in a more fulfilling and stress-free way. 
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"How to Become a Straight-A Student: The Unconventional Strategies Real 
College Students Use to Score High While Studying Less" by Cal Newport is a 
self-help book that focuses on providing practical advice to college students on 
how to achieve academic success with less effort. The book covers a wide range 
of topics, from time management and effective study habits to developing good 
relationships with professors and using technology to improve learning.  
 
Here are some of the key notes from the book: 
 

1. Focus on high-impact studying: Instead of studying for long hours, focus on high-
impact studying. This means studying the most important material first, and studying 
in short bursts of time with breaks in between. 

 
2. Develop a study routine: Create a study routine that works for you, and stick to it. This 

will help you stay on track and be more productive. 
 

3. Use active learning techniques: Instead of simply reading and re-reading material, use 
active learning techniques such as summarizing, teaching the material to someone 
else, and practicing with flashcards. 

 
4. Use technology to your advantage: There are many tools and apps available that can 

help you learn more effectively, such as online flashcards, note-taking apps, and study 
groups online. 

 
5. Build good relationships with professors: Building good relationships with professors 

can help you in many ways, including getting help with difficult material, finding 
research opportunities, and getting recommendations for jobs or graduate school. 

 
6. Take care of your physical and mental health: Taking care of your physical and mental 

health is crucial for academic success. This includes getting enough sleep, exercise, 
and healthy food, as well as taking breaks and managing stress. 

 
7. Develop a growth mindset: Embrace the idea that you can always improve and grow, 

rather than feeling limited by your current abilities. 
 
Overall, "How to Become a Straight-A Student" offers practical tips and strategies for college 
students looking to improve their academic performance while also balancing other aspects 
of their lives. 
 


