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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

This Communication and Engagement Plan (C&E Plan) was created in response to the Sustainable 

Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). The purpose of this C&E Plan is to assist the Groundwater 

Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) of the South American Subbasin (SASb) with stakeholder outreach and 

other related actions as required by SGMA. Its chapters identify key stakeholders and provide a high-

level overview of near and long-term outreach and engagement strategies, tactics, and tools. The 

content of this C&E Plan was developed through discussions with GSA representatives and stakeholders 

during an interview process. See Appendix A for a list of the interviewees.  

The Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority (SCGA) serves as the fiscal and administering entity that 

is developing the SASb Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) under the guidance of a Working Group 

(WG). The GSPWG is governed by a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) (Appendix B) adopted by 

the participating SASb GSAs.  

SGMA Basics1 
After decades of debate about groundwater management, California lawmakers adopted SGMA in 2014. 

This far-reaching law seeks to bring the state’s critically important groundwater basins into a sustainable 

condition. The new regulatory landscape for groundwater management has created new obligations for 

groundwater users including municipal and agricultural water managers in the SASb. SGMA identifies six 

sustainability indicators, as shown below: 

• Lowering Groundwater Levels 

• Reduction of Storage 

• Seawater Intrusion 

• Degraded Quality 

• Land Subsidence 

• Depletions of Interconnected Surface Water 
SGMA required by June 30, 2017, the formation of locally controlled GSAs in many of the state’s 

groundwater basins, including the SASb. A GSA is responsible for developing and implementing a GSP. 

These plans assist the basins in meeting sustainability goals. The primary goal is to maintain sustainable 

yields without causing undesirable results. 

GSAs & GSPs 

Any local public agency that has water supply, water management, or land use responsibilities in a basin 

can decide to become a GSA. A single local agency can decide to become a GSA, or a combination of 

local agencies can decide to form a GSA by using either a Joint Power Authority, a memorandum of 

agreement, or another legal agreement. If no agency assumes the GSA role, the responsibility defaults 

to the County; however, the County may decline. 

A GSP may be any of the following (California Water Code Section 10727[b]): 

• A single plan covering the entire basin developed and implemented by one GSA 

• A single plan covering the entire basin developed and implemented by multiple GSAs 

 
1 The text from this section of the C&E Plan was drawn directly from multiple DWR publications. See 
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-Groundwater-Management  

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-Groundwater-Management


 DRAFT 

Communication + Engagement Plan for the SASb GSP  6 | P a g e  

• Multiple plans developed and implemented by multiple GSAs that collectively cover the entire 

basin 

Subject to California Water Code Section 10727.6, multiple plans implemented by multiple GSAs must 

be coordinated pursuant to a single coordination agreement that covers the entire basin. 

If local agencies are unable to form an approved 

GSA and/or prepare an approvable GSP in the 

required timeframe, then the basin or subbasin 

would be considered unmanaged. Unmanaged 

groundwater basins and subbasins are subject to 

State Water Resources Control Board oversight. 

This is true even if the vast majority of the basin or 

subbasin is covered by a plan. Should intervention 

occur, the State Water Resources Control Board is 

authorized to recover its costs. 

SGMA and the SASb 
The South American Subbasin is a high priority 

subbasin within the larger Sacramento Valley 

Groundwater Basin (Figure 1). A majority of the 

SASb is surrounded by rivers including the 

American River on the northern boundary, the 

Cosumnes and Mokelumne Rivers on the south, 

and the Sacramento River forming the western 

boundary. The eastern boundary is the only area 

not bounded by a river, located where the alluvial 

sediments of the groundwater basin give way to 

the foothills of the Sierra Nevada. The SASb shares 

boundaries with five adjacent subbasins, the Yolo 

Subbasin to the northwest, Solano Subbasin to the 

west, North American Subbasin to the north, and 

the Eastern San Joaquin and Cosumnes Subbasins 

to the south. 

In 2014, California enacted SGMA requiring high and medium priority groundwater basins to develop a 

GSP to achieve a sustainable regime that balances pumping and recharge and considers the needs of all 

water users. The change in water management laws has created new obligations for groundwater users 

and water managers in the SASb. In accordance with SGMA, six GSAs were formed and under a 

collective Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) (Attachment B) in Spring of 2020, five of six of the 

GSAs agreed to develop one GSP for the SASb. While RD551 is currently not one of the MOU signatories, 

they are considering the option of merging their governance into one of the five GSAs listed below for 

the SASb GSP.  

 

Figure 1. South American Subbasin is 
located within the larger Sacramento 
Valley Groundwater Basin 
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Following is a list of GSAs in the SASb as 

also depicted in Figure 2 SASb GSP Map: 

• County of Sacramento  
• Northern Delta 
• Omochumne-Hartnell Water 

District 
• Reclamation District No. 551 
• Sacramento Central Groundwater 

Authority 
• Sloughhouse Resource 

Conservation District 

C+E Plan as a Roadmap 
This C&E Plan serves as a roadmap to meet 

one of the statutory requirements of 

SGMA and the GSP Regulations as outlined 

in Appendix C and, more importantly, 

serves to facilitate common understanding 

and transparency of the GSP development 

process among the GSAs and interested 

parties throughout the GSP process. The 

GSAs will follow this plan to engage with 

and gather input from various Interested 

Parties to support GSP development. GSP 

information, meeting schedules, and 

useful links can be found at the SASb 

Groundwater Website at: www.sasbgroundwater.org. Anyone may register as an Interested Party to be 

notified of upcoming events and activities regarding GSP development. For more information on SASb 

Website, refer to Appendix D. Figure 3 shows how GSP development will lead to a sustainable 

groundwater basin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. SASb GSA Boundaries 
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Figure 3. Role of SGMA in GSP Process 
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2.0 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The goal of the SASb communication and engagement efforts is to involve broad and diverse Interested 

Parties, including stakeholders, the public, and beneficial uses and users of groundwater throughout the 

GSP development process to ensure Interested Parties’ concerns, issues, and aspirations are consistently 

understood and considered in the GSAs’ decision‐making process. 

Under the umbrella of meeting the statutory requirements of SGMA and the GSP Regulations (Table 1 

below and Appendix C), the objectives of the SASb’s engagement efforts are to: 

• Educate Interested Parties about the importance of the GSP, what is and is not feasible, what must 
be accomplished, and how success will be measured. 

• Ensure Interested Parties and beneficial users of water are able to contribute meaningful input, 
which is then considered in the decision-making process. 

• Involve a diverse group of Interested Parties in the GSP process. 
• Make public participation easy and accessible. 
 
The GSAs represented by the GSPWG, are working together to develop a GSP, committed to safeguard 
our local groundwater resources through sustainable management and to preserve this invaluable 
water supply source for future generations. The GSAs are committed to work with Interested Parties to 
ensure that their concerns and inputs are considered in GSP development as outlined in the 
Partnership Agreement (Appendix E) including: 
 
“To foster the consideration of the beneficial uses and users of groundwater in the SASb, the GSPWG 
members (Parties) agree to the following:  
• Parties are committed to an inclusive and transparent process that proactively seeks the 

engagement and input of potentially impacted groups as identified in SGMA. Parties will work to 
develop protocols for public engagement, both at public workshops and during regular Working 
Group meetings.  

• Parties will work collectively to develop an agreed-upon outreach plan, but each GSA is responsible 
for helping to guide and implement efforts within their respective jurisdictions.  

• Parties recognize the value in developing shared messages to ensure consistency; joint 
participation in outreach efforts is encouraged to foster consistency in message and concretely 
demonstrate the Parties’ coordinated effort.  

• Parties recognize the need to conduct outreach in the near-term to better understand additional 
representation needs (e.g., environmental, tribal, riparian water users, overlying water users, 
disadvantaged communities (DACs) etc.) beyond the signatories to this agreement.” 
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Table 1. Communication and Engagement Plan SGMA Requirements 

 
2 Basin Prioritization is a technical process that utilizes the best available data and information to classify 
California’s 515 groundwater basins into one of four categories high-, medium-, low-, or very low-priority. The 
technical process is based on eight components that are identified in the California Water Code Section 10933(b). 

Under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) SASb ranked as a high 
priority basin2, required to do the following per section (23 Cal. Code Regs. §354.10): 
 

“Each Plan shall include a summary of information relating to notification and 
communication by the Agency with other agencies and Interested Parties, including:  

(a) A description of the beneficial uses and users of groundwater in the basin, 

including the land uses and property interests potentially affected by the use of 

groundwater in the basin, the types of parties representing those interests, and 

the nature of consultation with those parties. 

(b) A list of public meetings at which the Plan was discussed or considered by the 

Agency. 

(c) Comments regarding the Plan received by the Agency and a summary of any 

responses by the Agency. 

(d) A communication section of the Plan that includes the following: 

(1) An explanation of the Agency’s decision-making process. 

(2) Identification of opportunities for public engagement and a discussion of how public 
input and response will be used. 

(3) A description of how the Agency encourages the active involvement of diverse social, 
cultural, and economic elements of population within the basin. An explanation of 
the Agency’s decision-making process. 

(4) The method the Agency shall follow to inform the public about progress 
implementing the Plan, including the status of projects and actions.” 
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3.0 BENEFICIAL USES AND STAKEHOLDER GROUPS 

SGMA stresses the importance of local groups to create local plans and ultimately to locally manage 

sustainable solutions. To achieve this, stakeholder input to consider beneficial groundwater uses and 

users of groundwater is imperative to support the GSP process and implementation. The SASb supports 

various agricultural activities (including but not limited to grazing, vineyards, and orchards); rural 

residential wells; municipal and industrial supply; aquatic ecosystems associated with rivers and 

streams, some of which provide habitat for threatened or endangered species, and groundwater 

dependent terrestrial ecosystems. While a more extensive list of Interested Parties is included in 

Appendix F, a summary of stakeholder groups is listed below. 

• Cities  
• County 
• Large rural residential enclaves 
• Agricultural Water Users 
• Municipal Water Suppliers in Urban areas 
• Industrial users 
• Commercial users 
• Remediation pumpers  
• Natural ecosystems 
• General public 
• Land use authorities 
• Private well owners 
• Public agencies 
• Environmental interests 
• Disadvantaged Communities (DACs) (Appendix G) 
• Native American Tribal interests (Appendix H) 

 
 
California Water Code (CWC) §10723.4 requires GSAs to establish and maintain a list of persons 

interested in receiving notices regarding plan preparation, meeting announcements, and availability of 

draft plans, maps, and other relevant documents. Any person may request, in writing, to be placed on 

the list of Interested Parties. Additionally, the GSAs developed the www.sasbgroundwater.org where 

any person may sign up to be added to the list of Interested Parties. Appendix F includes a list of 

Interested Parties identified at the time of GSA formation. The updated Interested Parties list, with 

individual registrants, is stored in the portal of the SASb website (Appendix D) will be available to DWR 

at the time of GSP submittal. 

Diverse Outreach Practices 
The GSPWG is committed to encouraging the active involvement of diverse social, cultural, and 

economic elements of the population within the groundwater basin. As such, outreach practices will be 

diverse as well, as outlined in Section 7.0. 

http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/
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4.0 GSAs’ DECISION-MAKING PROCESS 

The SASb GSAs are working together to meet SGMA 

requirements and will collaboratively prepare a single GSP by 

January 31, 2022. A GSP Working Group (WG) was 

established per the MOU (Appendix A) to provide 

recommendations related to development of the SASb GSP. 

GSP decision making and input is represented by the roles of 

the GSP Working Group, GSA Boards and Stakeholders as 

depicted in Figure 4.  

 

GSP Working Group 

 The SASb GSAs have formed a GSPWG of senior staff and 

governing board members to coordinate day-to-day planning 

activities and public outreach. This GSPWG comprises 

representatives from five of the six GSAs (See   

Figure 4. Participants in the GSP 
Development Process 
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Table 2). within the Subbasin and follows a consensus-based decision-making structure, where each 

member receives an equal voice. The GSPWG will hold two types of meetings, regularly scheduled 

working sessions to focus on the technical content and guidance to consultants working on the GSP as 

well as publicly noticed public meetings to allow stakeholders to engage and provide input prior to key 

GSP milestones throughout the process. GSA Board and Public meetings information can be found at 

http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html.  

 

  

http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html
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Table 2. SASb GSA Working Group Members 

Groundwater Sustainability Agencies GSPWG Members Date GSA Formed* 
County of Sacramento 
https://waterresources.saccounty.net/Pages
/SGMA.aspx 

Linda Dorn 
Kerry Schmitz (Alternate) 

April 11, 2017 

Northern Delta GSA 
http://www.ndgsa.org 

Erik Ringelberg 
Chris Thomas (Alternate) 

Various 

Omochumne-Hartnell Water District 
http://www.ohwd.org 

Mike Wackman 
Mark Stretars 
Mark Wilson (Alternate) 

April 24, 2016 

Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority 
https://scgah2o.saccounty.net/Pages/defaul
t.aspx 

Todd Eising 
Paul Schubert 
Mark Madison 
Evan Jacobs 
Dave Ocenosak 
Ted Rauh 
Christine Thompson 

July 21, 2016 

Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District 
http://sloughhousercd.org 

Austin Miller 
Herb Garms (Alternate) 

April 25, 2016 

*Please see www.sasbgroundwater.org/home for links to GSA formation information. 

The GSPWG signed a Partnership Commitment (Appendix E) including principles for engagement and 

operation that are intended to provide a framework of commitments among the members to work 

collaboratively, efficiently, and with the necessary dedication to promote the development, adoption 

and submission of a SMGA compliant GSP by the statutory deadline of January 31, 2022. 

The GSPWG is responsible for: 

• Sharing feedback from their respective GSA’s related to the GSP development 

• Making recommendations to their respective GSA regarding the consideration and adoption of 

the GSP 

• Providing or ensuring the provision of timely responses and supporting information related to 

GSP development to the Consultants upon request in order to meet the state mandated GSP 

deadline 

• Performing and supporting appropriate and coordinated outreach to stakeholders within the 

Subbasin 

• Ultimately delivering an acceptable GSP to all GSA Boards for adoption 

The GSA Boards: The respective GSA’s Boards assigned their GSPWG members to work on the day to 

day development of the GSP and stakeholder communication and engagement. The GSA Boards are 

responsible for: 

• Ensuring appropriate communication and engagement is executed per the approved C&E Plan 

on behalf of their GSA 

• Accepting interim milestone approvals to meet the mandated schedule the Final GSP 

• Being informed about the GSP development by their designated GSPWG Members 

• Informing their respective GSPWG Members with their insights, perspectives, and opinions 

http://www.saccountygroundwater.org/
https://waterresources.saccounty.net/Pages/SGMA.aspx
https://waterresources.saccounty.net/Pages/SGMA.aspx
http://dev.woodardcurran.io/sasbgroundwater/assets/pdf/Sacramento_County_BOS_Resolution_2017-0210.PDF
https://www.ndgsa.org/
http://www.ndgsa.org/
http://dev.woodardcurran.io/sasbgroundwater/assets/pdf/NorthernDeltaGSA_Resolutions.zip
http://www.ohwd.org/
http://www.ohwd.org/
http://dev.woodardcurran.io/sasbgroundwater/assets/pdf/RD_551_Pierson_Resolution.pdf
http://www.scgah2o.saccounty.net/Pages/default.aspx
https://scgah2o.saccounty.net/Pages/default.aspx
https://scgah2o.saccounty.net/Pages/default.aspx
http://dev.woodardcurran.io/sasbgroundwater/assets/pdf/108_Sacramento_Central_Groundwater_Authority_GSA_3_2016-07-21.pdf
http://www.sloughhousercd.org/
http://sloughhousercd.org/
http://dev.woodardcurran.io/sasbgroundwater/assets/pdf/083_Sloughhouse_Resource_Conservation_District_GSA_South-American_2016-04-25.pdf
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/home


 DRAFT 

Communication + Engagement Plan for the SASb GSP  15 | P a g e  

• Ultimately adopting an acceptable final GSP to deliver for DWR review by January 2022 

As part of developing the GSP, the SASb GSAs will inform and involve stakeholders and Interested 
Parties within their own jurisdictions through their respective Board meetings and on their individual 
websites listed in   
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Table 2. The typical meeting frequency and locations for meetings of each GSA Board  can be found at 
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html. 

Additional Contributors to GSP Development 
Interested Parties 

Interested Parties can participate in public meetings and hearings, which are posted on the SASb 

Website, and communicate with GSPWG members to provide input, obtain information, and review and 

comment on GSP documents. An initial list of Interested Parties identified for the SASb at the time of 

GSA formation is provided in Error! Reference source not found.. Anyone may register as an Interested P

arty via the SASb Website at http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/contact-us.html. Once registered, 

Interested Parties will receive invitations to meetings and workshops related the SASb GSP 

development. The Interested Party list is stored and maintained in the website portal database. 

Interested Parties are encouraged to sign up for information at 

http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/contact-us.html, and attend Public and GSA Board Meetings to learn 

more and provide input (see http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html). 

GSP Administrating Agency (Staff) 

SCGA Staff will be responsible for: 

• Being the point of contact for the Working Group to coordinate with the Consultants 

• Overseeing the Consultants in the delivery of the GSP scope of work and budget per the contract 

• Ensuring grant obligations are met and reimbursements received 

• Delivering GSP priorities within the state mandated GSP schedule 
 

GSP Consultants 

A team of consultants will conduct technical studies and investigations, including groundwater 

modeling, and draft the GSP documents. GSP Staff will oversee the consultant work and provide 

direction to the consultants regarding GSP development. The consulting firms assisting with GSP 

development for the SASb are listed below. 

• Larry Walker Associates including Kennedy Jenks, and Stockholm Environmental Institute  

• Woodard & Curran including Strategy Driver, Inc., and HDR Engineering 

Decision-Making Steps 
The GSP must be developed under a compressed schedule, as the final GSP is due to DWR by January 31, 

2022. To ensure the GSP is delivered on time, decision-making during chapter development as well as 

for final approval must follow a streamlined process. A summary of the SASb roles and example actions 

for GSP development is depicted in Figure 5. The chapter and final approval processes are outlined in 

Figure 6. 

 

http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/contact-us.html
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/contact-us.html
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html
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Roles in South American Subbasin 
Example Actions for GSP 

Development 

 

Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) Boards 

Northern 
Delta GSA

Omuchumnee 
Hartnell WD GSA

Sloughhouse 
RCD GSA

Sacramento 
County Board of 

Supervisors
SCGA GSA

 
 

• Ensuring execution of Communication 
and Engagement (C&E) Plan 

• Accepting interim milestone approvals 

• Being informed by Working Group 

• Informing Working Group on insights, 
perspectives, and opinions 

• Adopting and acceptable final GSP to 
deliver to DWR by January 2022 

 
GSP Working Group (GSPWG) 

Northern Delta 
GSA

1 Member

Omuchumnee 
Hartnell WD GSA

2 Members

Sloughhouse RCD 
GSA

1 Member

Sacramento 
County Board of 

Supervisors

1 Member

SCGA GSA

7 Members
 

 

• Sharing feedback from respective 
GSAs 

• Making recommendations to 
respective GSAs 

• Ensuring timely responses to 
consultants, GSPWG, and 
Administrating Agency 

• Performing coordinated outreach to 
stakeholders 

• Delivering and acceptable GSP to all 
GSAs for adoption 

 
GSP Administrating Agency 

  
                          SCGA Staff 

 
 

• Being the point of contact for Working 
Group to coordinate with consultants 

• Overseeing the consultants per the 
contact 

• Ensuring grant obligations are met and 
reimbursements received 

 
 

                         Interested Parties 
 

• Attend stakeholder workshops 

• Provide input regarding sustainable 
management criteria, projects, and 
programs 

• Participate in stakeholder surveys 

 
 

                     GSP Consultants 
 

 

• Ensuring the delivery of the GSP per 
the contract 

Figure 5. Roles in the South American Subbasin 
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SCGA Staff 
GSP 

Consultants 
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Figure 6. GSP Development Process 

GSP 

Consultants 
SCGA Staff 
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5.0 HOW CAN INTERESTED PARTIES AND THE PUBLIC GET INVOLVED? 

Water is vital to the economy, the environment, and the quality of life in Sacramento County. While this 
precious resource is visible every day in the American, Sacramento and Cosumnes Rivers, water 
underground is no less important, providing about half of the region’s water supply. Groundwater 
serves the needs of cities, farms and businesses and provides high quality drinking water to urban and 
rural residents, all while helping to sustain vital ecosystems. It is important that the SASb Interested 
Parties, public and beneficial users learn more about the SASb, how the GSAs in the SASb are responding 
to SGMA to develop a GSP, and how they can participate to promote the health and longevity of our 
shared and valued resource. Public and Interested Party participation is vital to the success of the GSP. A 
first step for Interested Parties to get involved is to sign up through the SASb website portal: 
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/contact-us.html, and review the content on the GSA websites and 
attend GSA Board meetings listed on Table 3 below. Meetings providing updates on the SASb GSP 
development are scheduled on a regular basis to inform the public and Interested Parties and provide 
opportunities to ask questions and make suggestions. These meetings are posted at 
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html and announced via email. See Section 7.0 to learn 
more ways the GSAs are engaging Interested Parties and inviting participation. 

Table 3. GSA Board Meetings 

GSA Meeting Frequency Location 
County of Sacramento Meets on various Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays throughout the 
month 

Sacramento County Board chambers, 
700 H St, Sacramento, CA 

Northern Delta June & December each year Walnut Grove Library, 14177 Market 
St., Walnut Grove, CA 

Omochumne-Hartnell 
Water District 

3rd Tuesday of each month at 
10:00 am 

Sacramento County Farm Bureau, 
8970 Elk Grove Boulevard, Elk Grove, 
CA 

Sacramento Central 
Groundwater Authority 

2nd Wednesday of each month at 
9:00 am 

Elk Grove City Council chambers, 
8400 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, 
CA 

Sloughhouse Resource 
Conservation District 

2nd Wednesday of each month at 
1:00 pm 

Rancho Murieta CSD, 15160 Jackson 
Rd, Rancho Murieta, CA 

The Department of Water Resources also provides information regarding the SGMA GSP process and 
can be accessed at the DWR SGMA Portal – https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/. 

GSP Development Process 
The GSP development process for the SASb shown in Figure 7 outlines key tasks and their relationship in 

developing the GSP. These main tasks roughly follow what will ultimately be the GSP’s chapters. GSP 

development will also include listing data gaps and how they will be filled during plan implementation, 

conducting technical studies, defining the subbasin’s characteristics, accounting for current and planned 

groundwater uses, considering groundwater dependent ecosystems (GDEs), incorporating land use 

planning, and developing sustainable management criteria. Appendix I includes a preliminary schedule 

showing milestones and Interested Party engagement activities. As shown on the schedule, Public 

meetings will be held at regular intervals. GSA Board meetings are open to the public. Focused 

workshops will be held as needed with four scheduled on July 23, 2020; November 12, 2020; March 25, 

2021 and July 15, 2021.Please consult http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html for updates to 

the meeting schedule. In addition, GSP Staff will be available throughout the process to communicate 

http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/contact-us.html
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html
https://goo.gl/maps/qSkLqV4E3aBkXztB7
https://goo.gl/maps/qSkLqV4E3aBkXztB7
https://goo.gl/maps/LQvDdqaFygCgTSu56
https://goo.gl/maps/LQvDdqaFygCgTSu56
https://goo.gl/maps/P4ngzqVs5EV7r82q6
https://goo.gl/maps/P4ngzqVs5EV7r82q6
https://goo.gl/maps/P4ngzqVs5EV7r82q6
https://g.page/cityofeg?share
https://g.page/cityofeg?share
https://g.page/cityofeg?share
https://goo.gl/maps/1KzXQuQKcXCFfvQq6
https://goo.gl/maps/1KzXQuQKcXCFfvQq6
https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html
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and engage with Interested Parties and the public. Interested Parties can be involved in GSP 

development by providing input throughout the process. Periodic updates and materials will be posted 

on the www.sasbgroundwater.org and presented at GSA Board meetings for Interested Parties review 

and comment. 

 
Figure 7. Effective Communication 

 

http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/
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6.0 DESIRED OUTCOMES 

DWR suggests answering a series of questions when setting desired outcomes for GSP Interested Party 

outreach (https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Assistance-and-Engagement). 

The questions and responses for the SASb are listed below. 

What are we trying to accomplish? 
We aim to make opportunities available for Interested Parties to provide input during development of 
the SASb GSP and ensure the GSP considers input from Interested Parties. 

How will we know if we are successful? 
We will be successful when various Interested Parties have opportunities to provide their input, ask 
questions, receive up‐to‐date information, and comment on GSP development and draft documents. 

What are the challenges or barriers? 
One of the challenges is making a complete list of Interested Parties and being able to effectively 
communicate with them. We will make every effort to reach a broad set of Interested Parties and 
expand the list. We will use several forms of communication and outreach such as: meetings, calendar 
updates with notification automatically sent to Interested Parties, radio and newspaper advertising, 
email blasts, and social media. For a list of media contacted regarding SASb events, see 
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html Error! Reference source not found.. 
 
Another challenge is meeting during COVID-19. We will be making every consideration to accommodate 
the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 and will be meeting via teleconference as described further in 
Chapter 7.0.  

What are the opportunities for communication and engagement? 
Available communication and engagement opportunities for Interested Parties include public workshops 
and hearings, communication through individual GSA webpages, registration as an Interested Party or 
contact the http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/contact-us.html, correspondence, phone calls, emails, 
and engagement through the GSP Working Group and GSA Boards. 

What is the timeframe? 
GSP development began in Summer 2020 and will progress to adoption before January 31, 2022. During 
that period, Interested Party communication and engagement will be a continuous process, including 
the public review period for GSP approval. The Draft SASb GSP will be available for 90 days of review 
during Fall 2021. 

When will public input be relevant? 
During GSP development, public input will be most relevant when the GSAs are framing the scope of 
studies, setting sustainable management criteria, developing management actions, identifying 
groundwater-dependent ecosystems, collecting existing and planned groundwater use information, and 
during public review of the draft GSP prior to DWR approval. Workshops and/or surveys will be held 
during for public input when it is most relevant. 

How will public input be used? 
GSP Regulations (Section 355.4) require that GSAs consider the interests of the beneficial uses and users 
of groundwater in the subbasin. In addition, the GSAs will consider the effects on land use and property 

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Assistance-and-Engagement
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/contact-us.html
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interests of the GSP. Public input is essential in understanding and considering these interests and 
effects. During the GSP review and approval process, DWR will take public comments into account when 
determining whether interests within the subbasin have been considered in the development and 
implementation of the GSP (Section 353.8).  
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7.0 COMMUNICATION + ENGAGEMENT TOOLS AND VENUES 

Interested Parties communication and engagement will take place throughout the subbasin and for GSA 

area‐specific Interested Parties. Each GSA area may include a set of Interested Parties with specific 

interests relevant only to a particular GSA. Each GSA will decide required levels of communication for its 

own GSA area and engage with Interested Parties in its GSA area as appropriate.  

For SASb‐wide interests and issues, the GSP Working Group will communicate with all Interested Parties. 

The SASb GSAs are committed to encouraging the active involvement of diverse social, cultural, and 

economic elements of the population within the groundwater basin. Therefore, outreach will be 

conducted through multiple and varied venues. Descriptions of these venues follows: 

SASb Groundwater Website: 
Interested Parties are invited to register using the SASb Website Portal at 
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/contact-us.html. Registrants will be invited by email to all activities 
regarding GSP development. Interested Parties may also register for upcoming events, and view 
materials from past events. 

GSA Websites: 
Each GSA hosts a website which is listed below as well as linked to www.sasbgroundwater.org. The 
webpages are designed to provide background information, maps, documents, status updates, useful 
links, contact information, and a means of communicating between the GSAs and the public. 

Table 4. Groundwater Sustainability Agencies 

Groundwater Sustainability Agencies / Websites 
County of Sacramento 
     https://waterresources.saccounty.net/Pages/SGMA.aspx 
Northern Delta GSA 
     http://www.ndgsa.org 
Omochumne-Hartnell Water District 
     http://www.ohwd.org 
Reclamation District No. 551 
     https://waterresources.saccounty.net/stormready/Pages/Delta-Reclamation-Dist-

551.aspx 
Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority 
      https://scgah2o.saccounty.net/Pages/default.aspx 
Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District 
     http://sloughhousercd.org 

Public Meetings 
Public Meetings: Four separate public meetings will be scheduled to update the public on the SASb GSP. 

The Public meetings are expected to be held mid-week and, in the evenings, so the public can more 

conveniently attend. In addition to the public, expected attendance includes: GSPWG members, SCGA 

Staff and Consultants. Meetings will be widely noticed (See Appendix J for an example) Tentatively 

scheduled meetings (please confirmed for meeting times and locations at 

http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html) include: 

• 2020: July 23 and November  

http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/contact-us.html
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/
http://www.saccountygroundwater.org/
https://waterresources.saccounty.net/Pages/SGMA.aspx
https://www.ndgsa.org/
http://www.ndgsa.org/
http://www.ohwd.org/
http://www.ohwd.org/
https://waterresources.saccounty.net/stormready/Pages/Delta-Reclamation-Dist-551.aspx
https://waterresources.saccounty.net/stormready/Pages/Delta-Reclamation-Dist-551.aspx
https://waterresources.saccounty.net/stormready/Pages/Delta-Reclamation-Dist-551.aspx
http://www.scgah2o.saccounty.net/Pages/default.aspx
https://scgah2o.saccounty.net/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.sloughhousercd.org/
http://sloughhousercd.org/
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html
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• 2021: March and July 

*Special Meetings as needed to cover time sensitive GSP topics will be held at Board meetings of 

each GSA, tentatively scheduled for:  

• 2020: September 

• 2021: January, June, September, and November (GSP Adoption Meeting) 

*Please confirm dates and times at http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html and local GSA 

Board meeting agendas) 

COVID-19 Considerations 
Please note that the SASb is following special precautions for COVID-19 pursuant to the Governor’s 

Executive Order N-29-20, will be meeting via teleconference. We encourage meeting participants to join 

the meeting 10 minutes early. Note that we will use Zoom to share slides and other information during 

the meeting. Use the link below to join. If you have a microphone that you can use with your computer, 

it should be possible to both listen to, and participate in, the meeting through Zoom. If you do not have 

a microphone, or a headset with a microphone that plugs into your computer via USB port, you will 

need to call into the conference line to listen and comment, although you still should be able to view the 

meeting materials on Zoom. Please do not simultaneously use a microphone through Zoom and the 

telephone conference line. That combination results in audio problems for all participants. Please check 

the SASb Website for updates on meeting details. 

To join the meeting: 
https://zoom.us/j/97062255197?pwd=dWwySGlNOWMwWmU1UCsyeGtlbWpoQT09 
You can also dial in using your phone 
United States: +1 669 900 6833 US  
Meeting ID: 970 6225 5197 Password: 936495 

Public Surveys 
Public surveys may be conducted when GSP development requires specific input from Interested 

Parties. One SASb Stakeholder Assessment was conducted in Spring 2020 where beneficial water users 

were interviewed and many of their suggestions on C&E were included as part of this C&E Plan. A list of 

interviewees in included as Appendix A.  

Meeting feedback forms will be available to provide feedback about how workshops are conducted. An 

example of the meeting feedback form is provided in Appendix K. 

GSA Board of Directors/Supervisors/Council Meetings 
Each of the GSAs will have individual updates at their respective Board of Directors/Supervisors 

meetings, as shown in Table 5. GSP updates will be included as noticed per their respective meeting 

agendas that are published in advance. Stakeholders and members of the public may choose to 

comment at those meetings. SCGA GSA reports regular SASb GSP updates at the SCGA Board Meeting, 

while the other GSAs provide GSP updates as needed. Please confirm individual GSA Board agendas for 

SASb GSP updates through their respective websites (Table 4, above). 

http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html
https://zoom.us/j/97062255197?pwd=dWwySGlNOWMwWmU1UCsyeGtlbWpoQT09
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Table 5. SASb GSA Boards’ Regularly Scheduled Meetings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*As of July 2020, all GSAs are holding online meetings. Details can be found at their respective websites. 

Outreach Venues  
GSA representatives have identified a list of potential outreach venues in the SASb, shown in Table 6 

below. Note that this is only an initial list of outreach venues. The GSAs will continue to expand this list 

and develop a full Outreach Venues Database and uploaded to the SASb Website Portal. 

  

GSA Meeting 
Frequency 

Location 

County of 
Sacramento 

2nd Tuesday of each month 
at 9:30 am 

Sacramento County Board Chambers, 700 
H St, Sacramento, CA 

Northern Delta June & December each year Walnut Grove Library, 14177 Market St., 
Walnut Grove, CA 

Omochumne-
Hartnell Water 
District 

3rd Tuesday of each month 
at 10:00 am 

Sacramento County Farm Bureau, 8970 Elk 
Grove Boulevard, Elk Grove, CA  

Sacramento 
Central 
Groundwater 
Authority 

2nd Wednesday of each 
month at 9:00 am 

Elk Grove City Council chambers, 8400 
Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA  

Sloughhouse 
Resource 
Conservation 
District 

2nd Wednesday of each 
month at 1:00 pm 

Rancho Murieta CSD, 15160 Jackson Rd, 
Rancho Murieta, CA 

https://goo.gl/maps/qSkLqV4E3aBkXztB7
https://goo.gl/maps/qSkLqV4E3aBkXztB7
https://goo.gl/maps/LQvDdqaFygCgTSu56
https://goo.gl/maps/LQvDdqaFygCgTSu56
https://goo.gl/maps/P4ngzqVs5EV7r82q6
https://goo.gl/maps/P4ngzqVs5EV7r82q6
https://g.page/cityofeg?share
https://g.page/cityofeg?share
https://goo.gl/maps/1KzXQuQKcXCFfvQq6
https://goo.gl/maps/1KzXQuQKcXCFfvQq6
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Table 6. Outreach Venues 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
*Outreach at many of these venues may be limited subject to COVID-19 restrictions of the State of California and 

County of Sacramento 

Email  
Email blasts (emails to the entire list of Interested Parties) will be sent when there is significant 

information to communicate regarding GSP development. For example, email blasts are sent when 

Public Meetings or Special Meetings are scheduled. 

Individual emails will also be sent to invite known Interested Party groups to participate. For example, 

letters were sent via email to local Native American Tribal governments, Ag-Res communities and small 

water system users inviting participation in the GSP process. Small community water systems within the 

SASb will also be identified and communicated with individually. 

Postal Mail 
Postal mail will be utilized to reach areas of the groundwater basin that may not otherwise be informed 

of GSP activities. For example, a postcard (Appendix L) was mailed to Interested Parties throughout the 

SASb to notify Interested Parties to register on the SASb Website Portal, since the existing contact lists 

for several of the GSAs included postal addresses, but not email addresses. The postcard invited these 

Organization/Event Name Type of 
Organization/ 

Event 

Location 

Sacramento County Farm 
Bureau 

Agricultural City of Sacramento 

Sacramento Metro Chamber of 
Commerce 

Commercial City of Sacramento 

Rancho Murieta Community 
Service Center 

Civic/Community Community of Rancho 
Murieta 

Wilton Community Center  Civic/Community Community of Wilton 

Earth Day Event Multiple locations 
throughout SASb 

Farmers Market Other Sacramento County 
(Multiple) 

Sacramento County 
Association of Realtors 

Other Multiple locations 
throughout SASb 

Vineyard Community Planning 
Advisory Council 

Civic/Community Sacramento County 

Sheldon Community 
Association 

Civic/Community City of Elk Grove 
Community of Sheldon 

Greater Sheldon Road Estates 
Homeowners Association 

Civic/Community City of Elk Grove 
Community of Sheldon 
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known Interested Parties to register their email address online with the SASb Website. This postcard is 

also available through Next Door and Facebook per many of the GSPWG organizations as well as 

provided as inserts into water bills.  

Spanish Language Materials 
The California Department of Health Care Services has identified threshold languages for which services 

and information should be available for the services they provide. A threshold language is defined as 

one that has been identified as the primary language, as indicated on the Medi-Cal Enrollment Data 

System of 3,000 beneficiaries or five percent of the beneficiary population, whichever is lower, in an 

identified geographic area. In Sacramento County those languages are Spanish, Vietnamese, Cantonese, 

Russian, and Hmong. Up to 13 languages are recognized by the Sacramento County Office of Education. 

The most recent Census information indicates 34% of the people in Sacramento County, CA speak a non-

English language. In 2018, the most common non-English language spoken in Sacramento County, CA 

was Spanish. 14.1% of the overall population of Sacramento County, CA are native Spanish speakers. 

Sacramento County Voter information is provided in English, Spanish and Chinese. Through the 

Stakeholder Assessment and interviews with the GSPWG, it was determined that targeted 

communications would be provided to Spanish speakers including the following: 

• Postcard in Spanish to advertise http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html 

• Web page on in Spanish http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/espanol.html 

• Fact Sheet on SASb GSP 
 
If there is significant demand, additional translation services will be provided for the SASb GSP process. 

Adjacent Basin Meetings 
Members of adjacent basins are welcome to participate in regularly scheduled Public or GSA Board 

meetings as well as special meetings. In addition, coordination between adjacent basins and individual 

GSAs will occur as needed. Interagency Agreements are included in Appendix M. The names and GSP 

deadlines for basins adjacent are shown in Table 7. 

Table 7. Basins Adjacent to the SASb 

Adjacent Basin Basin Prioritization GSP Due Date 

North American High January 31, 2022 

Cosumnes High January 31, 2022 

Yolo High January 31, 2022 

Solano High  January 31, 2022 

East San Joaquin Critically Over drafted January 31, 2020 

Public Hearings 
Notices of public hearings are published in a variety of media, including radio and local newspapers, 
informing the public on meeting information, subject, and how to provide comments prior to decision-

http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/meetings.html
http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/espanol.html
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making. Public hearings will also be noticed through the www.sasbgroundwater.org and media list 
(Appendix N). At a minimum, a Public Hearing will be held when adopting or amending the GSP. 
 

http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/
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8.0 TRACK AND EVALUATE COMMUNICATIONS AND ENGAGEMENT 

The SASb Website Portal (see Appendix D) tracks communications and engagement efforts for the SASb 

GSAs. 

The SASb Website Portal serves as a repository for information about public meetings and Interested 

Parties. It tracks outreach efforts by the GSAs in its database, storing meeting attendance information, 

logging targeted outreach, and hosting the Interested Parties list.  

Tool administrators can generate reports about meetings related to GSP planning. The reports include 

items such as attendance sheets, RSVPs, agendas, summary notes, handouts, and presentations. Reports 

such as these will be included with the final SASb GSP as submitted to DWR. 

GSAs continually evaluate communications and engagement efforts as they are executed following this 

C&E Plan. This evaluation is conducted through GSP Working Group, GSA Staff, and GSP Consultant 

observations, as well as through feedback from Interested Parties via online surveys and meeting 

feedback forms (Appendix K). The GSP Working Group, GSA Staff, and GSP Consultants will assess need 

and update this C&E Plan, as necessary.  

 

 

The SASb Portal is the primary tool for tracking communication and engagement in the South American 

Subbasin. Above is a view of the Administrator’s dashboard, where site administrators can post events, upload 

documents, and generate reports regarding communication and engagement. 
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9.0 SUMMARY 

Interested Parties communication and outreach activities are essential in GSP development. Only 

through effective communication and outreach, will we be able to ensure Interested Parties’ concerns, 

issues, and aspirations are consistently understood and considered in the GSAs’ decision‐making 

process. Moreover, the C&E Plan process will be ongoing, starting with GSP development and through 

implementation of the approved GSP for the SASb. As in GSP development, periodic reviews and 

adjustments of the C&E Plan process may be necessary. The goal is to develop and implement a robust 

Interested Parties C&E process so we may achieve sustainability in managing our valuable shared 

groundwater resource for future generations. Table 8 below shows the updates to the C&E Plan. 

Revision History 
 

Table 8. Revision History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Revision/ 
Section 
Title # 

Date of 
Release 

Author Summary of Changes 

Final Working 
Draft 

July 22, 2020 SCGA Staff / SDI This is a living document expected to be 
adjusted adapted as new information 
emerges. 
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Appendix A. SASb Stakeholders Interviewed for the Stakeholder Assessment 

Stakeholders Interviewed 

Name Affiliation 

Suzanne Pecci Agricultural-Residential Representative for County of Sacramento 
on SCGA Board 

Lynn Wheat Agricultural-Residential Representative  

Lindsey Liebig  Farm Bureau 

Nancy Myers Laguna Creek Watershed 

Erik Ringelberg Northern Delta GSA 

Archie James Omochumne-Hartnell Water District 

Mike Wackman Omochumne-Hartnell Water District 

Dave Ocenosak Regional San 

Terrie Mitchell Regional San 

Todd Eising  City of Folsom 

Paul Schubert Golden State Water 

Darrell Eck Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority GSA 

Ramon Roybal  Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority GSA 

Linda Dorn Sacramento County GSA 

Ted Rauh SCGA Conservation Landowner Representative 

Bill Myers Sheldon Community Association 

Austin Miller Sloughhouse RCD 

Barbara Washburn Sloughhouse RCD 
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Appendix B. Memorandum of Understanding Establishing a SASb SGMA 
Working Group and Identifying Cost Share Provisions for GSP Development  
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Appendix C. Statutory Requirements for SGMA 

Statutory Requirements 

Legislative/Regulatory Requirement Legislative/Regulatory Section Reference C&E Plan Section 

Publish public notices and conduct public meetings 

when establishing a GSA, adopting or amending a 

GSP, or imposing or increasing a fee. 

SGMA Sections 10723(b), 10728.4, and 10730(b)(1). 7.0 

Maintain a list of, and communicate directly with, 

Interested Parties. 
SGMA Sections 10723.4, 10730(b)(2), and 10723.8(a) 3.0/Appx F 

Consider the interests of all beneficial uses and users 

of groundwater. 
SGMA Section 10723.2 3.0/Appx F 

Provide a written statement describing how 

Interested Parties may participate in plan 

development and implementation, as well as a list of 

Interested Parties, at the time of GSA formation. 

SGMA Sections 10723.8(a) and 10727.8(a) 4.0 

Encourage active involvement of diverse social, 

cultural, and economic elements of the population 

within the groundwater basin. 

SGMA Section 10727.8(a) 7.0 

Understand that any federally recognized Indian 

Tribe may voluntarily agree to participate in the 

planning, financing, and management of 

groundwater basins – refer to DWR’s Engagement 

with Tribal Governments Guidance Document for 

Tribal recommended communication procedures. 

SGMA 10720.3(c) 7.0 

Description of beneficial uses and users of 

groundwater in the basin 
GSP Regulations §354.10 3.0/Appx F 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.water.ca.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2FDWR-Website%2FWeb-Pages%2FPrograms%2FGroundwater-Management%2FSustainable-Groundwater-Management%2FBest-Management-Practices-and-Guidance-Documents%2FFiles%2FEngagement-with-Tribal-Governments-DRAFT.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Ctomg%40lwa.com%7C2424c2bc76304a31512508d827802e8b%7C82c116cff68c4a158363ab0d96430543%7C0%7C1%7C637302778776621426&sdata=%2B6HUxsqOkKS9iB7ctshjrc1vzX3127PJ%2F%2BYsDSoub3g%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.water.ca.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2FDWR-Website%2FWeb-Pages%2FPrograms%2FGroundwater-Management%2FSustainable-Groundwater-Management%2FBest-Management-Practices-and-Guidance-Documents%2FFiles%2FEngagement-with-Tribal-Governments-DRAFT.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Ctomg%40lwa.com%7C2424c2bc76304a31512508d827802e8b%7C82c116cff68c4a158363ab0d96430543%7C0%7C1%7C637302778776621426&sdata=%2B6HUxsqOkKS9iB7ctshjrc1vzX3127PJ%2F%2BYsDSoub3g%3D&reserved=0
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List of public meetings at which the Plan was 

discussed or considered 
GSP Regulations §354.10 Appendix D 

Comments regarding the Plan received by the Agency 

and a summary of responses 
GSP Regulations §354.10 N/A at time of publication 

A communication section that includes the following (GSP Regulations §354.10): 

Explanation of the Agency’s decision-making process GSP Regulations §354.10 4.0 

Identification of opportunities for public engagement 

and discussion of how public input and response will 

be used 

GSP Regulations §354.10 7.0 

Description of how the Agency encourages active 

involvement of diverse social, cultural, and economic 

elements of the population within the basin 

GSP Regulations §354.10 7.0 

The method the Agency will follow to inform the 

public about progress implementing the Plan, 

including the status of projects and actions 

GSP Regulations §354.10 7.0 
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Appendix D. SASb Groundwater Website Portal 

The SASb Website Portal (http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/contact-us.html) is a web-based outreach 

tool for SASb GSAs to post events and automatically inform Interested Parties about GSP development. 

Interested Parties can visit the website to register their email address to stay informed about upcoming 

activities. 

The SASb Website Portal serves as a repository for GSA information about SASb meetings, 

communications, and Interested Parties. It tracks  outreach efforts by the GSAs; storing meeting 

attendance information as practical with COVID-19 teleconferencing limitations, logging targeted 

outreach, and hosting the Interested Parties list.  

Tool administrators can generate reports about all GSP outreach activities. The reports include items 

such as attendance sheets, RSVPs, agendas, meeting summaries, handouts, and presentations. 

SASbgroundwater.org Home Page, Contact Registration and Portal Pages 

 

 

http://www.sasbgroundwater.org/contact-us.html
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Appendix E. Partnership Commitment 
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Appendix F. Initial Interested Parties List 

Pursuant to the California Water Code Section 10723.2, the SASb GSAs will consider the interest of all 

beneficial uses and users of groundwater when developing and implementing the SASb GSP.  

The five SASb MOU GSAs developed lists of Interested Parties and submitted those lists to DWR at the 

time of GSA formation and augmented the list since that time. A compiled list of those submissions is 

provided below. This initial list, plus individuals who expressed interest in receiving updates about GSP 

development via the SASb website, will be imported into the website portal (presented in Appendix D) 

launched in July 2020. The SASb website portal will notify the Interested Parties list via email when GSP-

related events are scheduled in the SASb. The list continues to grow as additional Interested Parties self-

register or are otherwise identified. 

Agency 

• City of Elk Grove 

• City of Folsom 

• City of Rancho Cordova 

• City of Sacramento 

• Sacramento County 

• Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority  

• Florin Resource Conservation District/ Elk Grove Water District 

• Lower Cosumnes Resource Conservation District 

• Omochumne-Hartnell Water District 

• Florin County Water District 

• Rancho Murieta Community Services District 

• Reclamation District 800 

• Reclamation District 1002 

• Sacramento County Water Agency 

• Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District 

• Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District 

• Southgate Recreation and Park District 

Water Corporations Regulated by PUC or a Mutual Water Company 

• California-American Water Company 

• Fruitridge Vista Water Company 

• Golden State Water Company 

• Tokay Park Water Company 

Agricultural Users 

• Agricultural landowners (individuals)_ 

• Wine Grape Growers Association 

• Sacramento County Farm Bureau 

• Southeast Sacramento County Agricultural Water Authority 

Domestic Well Owners 

• Individual rural residential/suburban landowners 
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Other Users 

• East Lawn Cemetery 

• Elk Grove Cosumnes Cemetery District 

• St. Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery 

• Calvary Catholic Cemetery 

• St. Mary's Catholic Cemetery 

• Greater Sacramento Muslim Cemetery 

• Sacramento Historic Cemetery 

• Quiet Haven Memorial Park 

• Sacramento Pet Cemetery 

• Camellia Memorial Lawn 

• Odd Fellows Lawn Cemetery 

• Building Industry Association 

• California Association of Resource Conservation Districts 

• California State University, Sacramento 

Public Water Systems  

• El Dorado Mobile Home Park 

• Sequoia Water Assoc 

• Travel Lodge Mobile Home Park 

• Cozy Villa MHP 

• Tokay Park Water Co 

• Holiday Mobile Village 

• Twin Palms Motel 

• El Dorado West MHP 

• Plantation Mobile Home Park 

• Freeport Marina Inc 

• Laguna Village RV Park 

• Westerner Mobile Home Park 

• Locke Water Works Co 

• Delta Crossing MHP 

Golf Courses  

• Valley Hi Country Club 

• Bradshaw Ranch Golf Course 

• Mather Golf Course 

• Wildhawk Golf Course 

Federal, State, Regional  

• Department of Water Resources 

• State Water Resources Control Board 

• US Bureau of Reclamation 

• US Fish and Wildlife Service 

• California Fish and Wildlife Service 

• Central Valley Regional Water Quality Board 

• North Delta Water Agency 

• Solano County Water Agency 
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• San Joaquin County Flood Control and Water Conservation District  

• Yolo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 

• Regional Water Authority 

• Sacramento Groundwater Authority 

Local Land Use Planning Agencies/Adjacent GSAs 

• City of Elk Grove 

• City of Folsom 

• City of Rancho Cordova 

• City of Sacramento 

• County of Sacramento  

Environmental Users of Groundwater 

• Various agencies on this list address environmental concerns related to groundwater and the 
SASb GSAs will work with them to consider and protect such interests, including but not limited 
to the additional organizations cited. 

• Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge 

• Sacramento Valley Conservancy 

• The Nature Conservancy 

• Cosumnes River Preserve 

• Cosumnes Coalition 

• Delta Meadows State Park 
 

Tribal Governments 
• Wilton Rancheria 

• Buena Vista Rancheria Mewuk Indians 

• Ione Band of Miwok Indians 

• Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribes 

• Shingle Springs Brand of Miwok Indians 

• Tsi Akim Maidu 

• United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn Rancheria 

• Colfax-Todds Valley Consolidated Tribe 

• Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation 

Disadvantaged Communities 

• Environmental Justice Coalition for Water 

• Florin Census-Designated Place (CDP) DAC 

• Lemon Hill CDP DAC 

• Parkway CDP DAC 

• Fruitridge Pocket CDP DAC 

• Freeport CDP DAC  

Remediation Stakeholders 

• Aerojet Rocketdyne 

• Mather Airforce Base (Former) 

• Sacramento Army Depot 

• Sacramento County Refuse 
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Entities Monitoring and Reporting Groundwater in the Basin 

• Various of the agencies and water companies listed above collect and report groundwater data 
including at the County and State level (CASGEM) 

• Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority 

• Sacramento County Water Agency 
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Appendix G. Disadvantaged Communities in the SASb 

 

This appendix provides documentation for the contacts made by the Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

(GSP) Consultant Team in the South American Sub-basin (SASb) to assemble a list of Interested Parties 

from Disadvantaged Communities (DAC). Thee contacts were the first step in outreach to DACs to 

enable engagement and involvement in the SASb GSP development effort. The focus of the outreach is 

to DACs which are beneficial users of groundwater in the SASb, i.e. communities which rely on either 

individual domestic wells or small public water systems that use groundwater as a source of supply. 

The following contacts were made: 

DAC Organizations Contacted 

Organization 
Community Water Center 
Sacramento County Environmental Management Department 
Sacramento River Funding Area DAC Involvement Grant 
American River Basin IRWM 
Leadership Council for Justice and Accountability 
California Rural Water Association 
Center for Race, Poverty, and the Environment 
Environmental Justice Coalition for Water 
Sacramento County 
Sacramento Water Forum 

 

The following list of DAC areas in SASb was compiled using information from the DWR Water Tool, DAC 

Boundaries-Places, 2016. These areas overlap with the water supply entity jurisdictions that are shown 

in the maps below: 

1. Florin Census-designated Place (CDP) DAC 

• Water District 1: Florin County Water District 

• Water District 2: Sacramento County Water District 

• Water District 3: City of Sacramento 

• Water District 4: California American Water Company 

• Water District 5: California American Water Company  

• Water District 6: California American Water Company  

• Water District 7: California American Water Company 
2. Parkway CDP DAC 

• Water District 1: California American Water Company  

• Water District 2: City of Sacramento 
3. Lemon Hill CDP DAC 

• Water District 1: California American Water Company  

• Water District 2: City of Sacramento 
4. Fruitridge Pocket CDP DAC 

• Water District 1: California American Water Company  
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• Water District 2: City of Sacramento 
5. Franklin CDP DAC 

• Water District 1: Sacramento County Water District 
6. Freeport CDP DAC 

• Water District 1: Appears to be between Rec District No 307 and North Delta Water Agency 
 

The 2018 American River Basin IRWMP Update shows the following Water Agencies also overlay these 

DAC Boundaries: 

• Golden State Water Company  

• California American Water Company  

• Sacramento County Water Agency- Zone 41  

• Tokay Park Water District 
 

Three maps, depicted below, were prepared showing DACs in the SASb using information available from 

the DWR Water Tool, DAC Boundaries-Places, 2016. From the organizations above, a list of potentially 

Interested Parties was developed which will be used in outreach to DACs in accordance with the C&E 

Plan. 



 DRAFT 

Communication + Engagement Plan for the SASb GSP  69 | P a g e  

DACs in the SASb 
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Appendix H. Native American Tribal Governments in the SASb 

Native American Tribal entities are included as part of the SASb outreach. The following list of Tribal 
Governments were contacted in advance of Public Meeting #1 scheduled for July 23, 2020.  

• Wilton Rancheria 

• Buena Vista Rancheria Mewuk Indians 

• Ione Band of Miwok Indians 

• Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribes 

• Shingle Springs Brand of Miwok Indians 

• Tsi Akim Maidu 

• United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn Rancheria 

• Colfax-Todds Valley Consolidated Tribe 

• Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation 
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Appendix I. Preliminary Engagement Schedule 

Preliminary Engagement Schedule 

 

 

 



 DRAFT 

Communication + Engagement Plan for the SASb GSP  78 | P a g e  

Appendix J. Example Public Notice 

 

Date: July 6, 2020  

Contact: Ramon Roybal (916) 874-6826, RoybalR@SacCounty.NET  

https://scgah2o.saccounty.net/Pages/default.aspx 

SOUTH AMERICAN SUBBASIN GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN - PUBLIC WORKSHOP – July 23, 
2020 – The South American Subbasin (SASb) Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Working Group, on 
behalf of five Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs), invites groundwater basin users and interested 
community members to attend a public workshop to initiate the development of a GSP for the SASb in 
accordance with the requirements of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). The SASb is 
located in Sacramento County between the American and Cosumnes Rivers. 

Why Groundwater Sustainability Matters? 

Join us and learn about the condition and future health of your groundwater subbasin. Participate 
in the process to understand what needs to be done to protect the quality and availability of this 
valuable resource. Learn why maintaining a sustainable groundwater subbasin matters to the 
economy, environment, and quality of life of our urban and rural communities. We need your input 
- join us July 23rd!  

The workshop will provide an opportunity to learn more about the following topics and provide initial input 
on:  

• SGMA and the schedule for GSP development for the SASb 

• Opportunities for public engagement in the decision-making process for the GSP 
• Introduction to the SASb Groundwater Sustainability Agencies’ (GSAs) Working Group 
• Sustainability Goals and Sustainable Management Criteria 

To indicate your interest and access the agendas and materials for the Public Meeting, please visit 
sasbgroundwater.org. Please note that during the development of the GSP, the GSAs also will hold their 
regular public Board Meetings, a schedule for which can be viewed at the website. 

The GSP Working Group will host a public workshop on: 

Thursday, July 23, 2020 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm  

mailto:RoybalR@SacCounty.NET
https://scgah2o.saccounty.net/Pages/default.aspx
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDYuMjM5NjA3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3NjZ2FoMm8uc2FjY291bnR5Lm5ldC9QYWdlcy9kZWZhdWx0LmFzcHgifQ.8UdtORfScUISaVz8PxDGkdpsebovQdhZ2NZBh1xKR6E/s/390502882/br/80720608815-l
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https://zoom.us/j/97062255197?pwd=dWwySGlNOWMwWmU1UCsyeGtlbWpoQT09 

The public can call in at (669) 900 6833 

Meeting ID: 970 6225 5197 Password: 936495 

The GSPWG includes representation from five of the GSAs:  

• Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority 

• Northern Delta GSA 
• Omochumne-Hartnell Water District  
• Sacramento County  
• Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District 

Note: Pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 and given the state of emergency regarding the 
threat of COVID-19, the meeting will be held via teleconference.  

• We encourage members and participants to join the meeting 10 minutes early. Note that we will 
use Zoom to share slides and other information during the meeting. Use the link above to join. If 
you have a microphone that you can use with your computer, it should be possible to both listen to, 
and participate in, the meeting through Zoom. If you do not have a microphone, or a headset with a 
microphone that plugs into your computer via USB port, you will need to call into the conference 
line to listen and comment, although you still should be able to view the meeting materials on 
Zoom. Please do not simultaneously use a microphone through Zoom and the telephone conference 
line. That combination results in audio problems for all participants. 

 Our free news notifications are not a substitute for official means of notification where such exist. You can view or 
update your subscriptions at any time on your User Profile Page by just using your email address. For questions or 
assistance, contact subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com. Unsubscribe. 
 

https://zoom.us/j/97062255197?pwd=dWwySGlNOWMwWmU1UCsyeGtlbWpoQT09
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDYuMjM5NjA3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvQ0FTQUNSQU0vc3Vic2NyaWJlci9lZGl0P3ByZWZlcmVuY2VzPXRydWUjdGFiMSJ9.irDYI_KdVM8kEqFp4FvA2F-dJfqdZPx-Ox_18PfExCc/s/390502882/br/80720608815-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDYuMjM5NjA3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3N1YnNjcmliZXJoZWxwLmdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5LmNvbS8ifQ.2wlgHQgDsXAfTRZe8REFsLlHgm3WAPKGnxyQOSUAE3Q/s/390502882/br/80720608815-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDYuMjM5NjA3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvQ0FTQUNSQU0vc3Vic2NyaWJlci9lZGl0P3ByZWZlcmVuY2VzPXRydWUjdGFiMSJ9.48px6chJBMUdH8tIffSNqiheyBVO-uybm6nFVdO0xIk/s/390502882/br/80720608815-l
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Appendix K. Meeting Feedback Form 

 SASb Meeting Survey 

SASb Meeting Survey 

Please provide feedback to improve our communication and engagement process. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: __________________________ 

Survey Questions 

Survey Question Please Select One 

1) Information provided was useful and understandable? 
 

Yes   ☐          No  ☐ 

2) Meeting noticing was timely, informative about location, and 
meeting topic(s)? 

Yes   ☐          No  ☐ 

3) Opportunity to comment was provided? 
 

Yes   ☐          No  ☐ 

4) Can we contact you regarding your survey to follow up? 
 

Yes   ☐          No  ☐ 

 

Other SGMA topics and information of interest to you: ________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Other Suggestions on communication and engagement that would be helpful for the SGMA process: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Appendix L. Postcard Mailers 

Postcards in English and Spanish sent to announce the SASb GSP Public Workshop 
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Appendix M. Interbasin Coordination under the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act  

Agencies preparing a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) under SGMA are encouraged to 

work with other agencies in adjacent basins to facilitate exchange of technical information, 

assist with preparation of GSPs, coordinate basin boundary modifications, and conduct 

outreach to regional stakeholders.  

Interbasin coordination is also important to ensure that implementation of a GSP will not 

adversely affect an adjacent basin’s ability to implement is GSP or impede its ability to achieve 

its sustainability goal. GSAs may develop a voluntary Interbasin Agreement to establish 

compatible sustainability goals and understanding regarding the fundamental elements of each 

agency’s GSP. Interbasin agreements should facilitate the exchange of technical information 

between agencies and include a process to resolve disputes concerning the interpretation of 

that information. (23 CCR § 357.2). A summary of elements to be included in an interbasin 

agreement is provided below. 
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Interbasin Coordination Agreement Checklist 

Interbasin Coordination Agreement Element CA Code of Regulations 

General Information 

 Identity of each basin participating in and covered by the 
terms of the agreement. 

23 CCR § 357.2 (a)(1) 

 A list of the Agencies or other public agencies or other entities 
with groundwater management responsibilities in each basin. 

23 CCR § 357.2 (a)(2) 

 A list of the Plans, Alternatives, or adjudicated areas in each 
basin. 

23 CCR § 357.2 (a)(3) 

Technical Information 

 An estimate of groundwater flow across basin boundaries, 
including consistent and coordinated data, methods and 
assumptions. 

 

23 CCR § 357.2 (b)(1) 

 An estimate of stream-aquifer interactions at boundaries. 

 

23 CCR § 357.2 (b)(2) 

 A common understanding of the geology and hydrology of the 
basins and the hydraulic connectivity as it applies to the 
Agency's determination of groundwater flow across basin 
boundaries and description of the different assumptions 
utilized by different Plans and how the Agencies reconciled 
those differences. 

23 CCR § 357.2 (b)(3) 

 Sustainable management criteria and a monitoring network 
that would confirm that no adverse impacts result from the 
implementation of the Plans of any party to the agreement. If 
minimum thresholds or measurable objectives differ 
substantially between basins, the agreement should specify 
how the Agencies will reconcile those differences and manage 
the basins to avoid undesirable results. The Agreement should 
identify the differences that the parties consider significant 
and include a plan and schedule to reduce uncertainties to 
collectively resolve those uncertainties and differences. 

23 CCR § 357.2 (b)(4) 

Conflict Resolution 

 A description of the process for identifying and resolving 
conflicts between Agencies that are parties to the agreement. 

23 CCR § 357.2 (c) 

Submission to DWR 

 Interbasin agreements submitted to the Department shall be 
posted on the Department's website. 

23 CCR § 357.2 (d) 
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Appendix N. Media Contacts List 

Press releases regarding GSP development public workshops are sent to the following media contacts. 

Media Contacts 

Newspaper Name Website Link 

Carmichael Times http://carmichaeltimes.com/contact/index.php  

EG Citizen http://www.egcitizen.com/site/contact.html  

Elk Grove Tribune https://elkgrovetribune.com/contact/  

Inside Sacramento https://insidesacramento.com/events/  

River Valley Times https://www.mondotimes.com/1/world/us/5/8437/16348  

Russian Observer Newspaper https://www.russianamericanmedia.com/contact-us/  

The Daily Recorder https://www.dailyrecorder.news/home.cfm  

The Folsom Telegraph (Gold 
Country Media) 

https://goldcountrymedia.com/live-content/the-folsom-
telegraph/  
https://goldcountrymedia.com/live-content/contact/  

The Rancho Cordova 
Grapevine-Independent 

http://ranchocordovaindependent.com/contact/index.php  

The Sacramento Bee https://www.sacbee.com/customer-service/contact-
us/#navlink=mi_footer  

The Sacramento Gazette https://www.sacgazette.com/  

The Sacramento Observer https://sacobserver.com/contact-us/  

The Sacramento Press https://sacramentopress.com/contact/  

The Sacramento Union https://sacunion.com/  
 

http://carmichaeltimes.com/contact/index.php
http://www.egcitizen.com/site/contact.html
https://elkgrovetribune.com/contact/
https://insidesacramento.com/events/
https://www.mondotimes.com/1/world/us/5/8437/16348
https://www.russianamericanmedia.com/contact-us/
https://www.dailyrecorder.news/home.cfm
https://goldcountrymedia.com/live-content/the-folsom-telegraph/
https://goldcountrymedia.com/live-content/the-folsom-telegraph/
https://goldcountrymedia.com/live-content/contact/
http://ranchocordovaindependent.com/contact/index.php
https://www.sacbee.com/customer-service/contact-us/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacbee.com/customer-service/contact-us/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacgazette.com/
https://sacobserver.com/contact-us/
https://sacramentopress.com/contact/
https://sacunion.com/



