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From the Director
First and foremost, THANK YOU to the Covey 
Center and the city of Provo for welcoming our world 
premiere of The Principle Wife into your community. 
To the creators of The Principle Wife, Taylor Vaughn, 
Mark Greenhalgh and Jonathan Keith, thank you 
for trusting me to weave the fabric together of 
a story which people are afraid to mention, but 
which so desperately needs to be told. There have 
been so many untruths, misrepresentations of 
plural marriage out there (Sister Wives, Big Love, 
Under the Banner of Heaven, etc.) portraying the 
principle our ancestors were asked to live but with 
totally false interpretations.

Thank you to our talented and hard-working 
performers, including our fabulous live orchestra, 
and crew. They provide the support necessary to 
keep the fabric strong. We are so thankful they are 
all part of our team.

Sincere gratitude goes out to you, to our audience 
members for having the courage to support our 
efforts to tell this important story.  Our mission from 
the beginning has been to be truthful storytellers; 
to help you appreciate the history this beautiful love 
story emulates, and to show that each of us can do 
hard things that come up in life, especially strong, 
diligent women. The Principle Wife has proven to 
be relatable to diverse, modern audiences, not 
just to the Latter-day Saints whose ancestors 
were asked to live “the principle” when there was 
nothing popular about it.

The Principle Wife is a prime example of passion, 
candor and commitment. This play is intensely 
special to me, not only because I was given the 
opportunity to direct it, but because as a company 
of artists we have pulled together to make this 
dream come true. Writers, Taylor Vaughn and 
Mark Greenhalgh started writing this play 32 years 
ago when they were graduate students at The 
American Film Institute. The script went through–I 
cannot even tell you how many—revisions, edits, 
and workshops. It was optioned three times in 
Hollywood as a film, but for some reason the time 
was not right. Then ten years ago this month the 
team grew to three when Jonathan Keith joined the 
artistic team to help create a musical out of this 
love story. Their collaboration with lyrics and music 
was magical. It all clicked and beautiful, moving 
songs were created. Michael Kerker–AVP, Musical 
Theater–ASCAP, when seeing a stage reading of 
The Principle Wife said, “You have an absolutely 
beautiful show here, ready to be produced. Where 
do you want to open?  It can open anywhere! New 
York? L. A.? It is ready!” For some reason, we were 
supposed to stage our world premiere right here in 
Provo, Utah!  Perhaps it is because the story takes 
place in southern Utah.

Thank you, again, for being a part of our Principle 
Wife team. Your reactions, your support and word-
of-mouth recommendations are needed to carry 
this beautiful story to the rest of the world. But 
you are the first! There is something special about 
being the first.

I am curious, which character, which song you see/
hear tonight will be your favorite; which character 
will you most relate to; which song will be the 
one to stick in your head long after you leave the 
theater? Will it be, “Always and Forever,” “This is 
How it’s Done,” “We’re Part of a Team,” “Can We 
Begin Again?,” “What Does a Woman Want”…
everyone seems to have a different favorite.

The Principle Wife is our story, but it is soon to be 
your story as you will recognize yourself within its 
history. Thank you for being here and helping us to 
realize this dream.

With so much gratitude,

Tanya Behunin 



A Very Special
THANK YOU

A big thank you to Danny Glover for joining  
our last Stage Reading—which led to where we 
are today. 

Danny let us know that part of our story is 
indicative of what happened in the South after the 
emancipation proclamation in 1865: that many 
newly-freed slave women traveled to the North—
sponsored by black men—who agreed to marry 
them sight unseen when they arrived and whose 
marriages endured. 

The fact that such a great talent would recognize 
the impact of our story is both humbling and a 
sincere honor. 

We thank Danny for making a special trip to Utah 
today, specifically to join us for our opening and to 
let everyone know how special our show is.

About Danny

Actor, producer and humanitarian Danny Glover 
has been a commanding presence on screen, 
stage and television for more than 30 years. He is 
widely known for his lead role as Roger Murtaugh 
in the Lethal Weapon film series. He also had 
leading roles in his films included The Color Purple, 
To Sleep with Anger, Predator 2, Angels in the 
Outfield, and Operation Dumbo Drop. Glover has 
prominent supporting roles in Silverado, Witness, 
A Rage in Harlem, Dreamgirls, Shooter, Death at a 
Funeral, Beyond the Lights, Sorry to Bother You, 
The Last Black Man in San Francisco, The Dead 
Don’t Die, Lonesome Dove and Jumanji: The Next 
Level. He is also an active supporter of various 
political causes.

In addition to his film work, Glover is civil rights 
advocate, longtime supporter of union rights and 
United Nations Ambassador. In 2022, the Academy 
of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences honored 
Glover with the Jean Hersholt Humanitarian 
Award. Additionally, Glover has received numerous 
accolades, including the NAACP’s President’s 
Award and the Cuban National Medal of Friendship 
by the Cuban Council of State. He has also received 
nominations for four Primetime Emmy Awards, four 
Grammy Awards, and a Daytime Emmy Award.
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Rebecca Tanner 
TWYLA WILSON*

Benjamin Tanner 
ETHAN KELSO

Bishop McGuire 
CHRISTOPHER HIGBEE

Vilate McGuire 
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Jessica Tanner 
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Ensemble, u/s Sarah 
ALYSSA BAUMGARTEN

Ensemble, u/s Rebecca 
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Ensemble, u/s Elsa 
ABIGAIL HIGBEE

Congressman, Ensemble  
Ensemble Swing 
JEFFREY HOATHER

Ensemble, Ensemble Swing 
MCKENNA HOATHER

Congressman, u/s Benjamin 
KC JOHNSON

Congressman,  
Ensemble Swing, u/s Doc Kimball 

JARED MURILLO

Ensemble, u/s Vilate 
ERICA SCHOEBINGER

Congressman, Ensemble, u/s New Bishop 
TIM SCHWARZ
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Congressman, u/s Erastus 

TANNER JAMES
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JOHN DONOVAN WILSON*
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CAMERON ORME

Joshua Bradshaw 
COLEMAN HIGBEE

Sarah Bradshaw 
ERIN WILSON*

Zebedee Wilcox 
MAX HIGBEE

Elsa Hendervroggen 
MATTIE GRACE

Hannah Tanner 
MORGAN HATCH 

JULIET ROSE LAMMI

*Actors appear courtesy of Actors’ Equity Association.
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Act 1
Scene 1 

 Benjamin and Rebecca’s wedding day 
“No Matter What”

Scene 2 
Eight years later in the Tanner Home  

in St. George, Utah 
“No Matter What” continued

Scene 3 
Washington D.C. 

“Damsels in Distress”
Scene 4 

Tanner Home and Town Square 
“A Time to Dance” 

“A Better Time”
Scene 5 

Tanner Home 
“No Matter What Reprise”

Scene 6 
The Next Morning on  

the Tanner’s Front Porch
Scene 7 

Inside the Tanner Home  
and the McGuire Home 
“The Answer Was No”

Scene 8 
Tanner Home 

“Thy Will Be Done”
Scene 9 

Bradshaw Cabin 
“A Second Wife”

Scene 10 
Tanner Home 

“This is How It’s Done”
 Scene 11 

Later that Evening
Scene 12 

During the Night 
“Just Hold On”

 Scene 13 
Tanner Orchard 
“Part of a Team”

Scene 14 
Tanner Home and Orchard 

“Second Time Around”
Scene 15 

Outside the Tanner Home 
“A Better Time Reprise”

 Scene 16 
Erastus’ Room and Tanner Home/Orchard 

“If I Felt the Rain”
Scene 17 

Tanner Kitchen and Sarah’s Room
Scene 18  

Tanner Home 
“If I Felt the Rain Reprise”

Intermission
Act 2

Prologue 
Washington D.C. and Tanner Home

Scene 1 
Tanner Home and Train Station 

“Another Wife”
Scene 2 

Tanner Home 
“This is How It’s Done Reprise”

Scene 3 
Outside the Tanner Home

 Scene 4 
Tanner Orchard Four Months Later 

“Elsa’s Song”
Scene 5 

Erastus’ Office
 Scene 6 

Tanner Home
Scene 7 

Train Station 
“Begin Again”

Scene 8  
Tanner Homestead 

“What Does a Woman Want?”
Scene 9 

The Next Morning
Scene 10  

Church and Tanner Homestead 
“Just Hold On Reprise”

Scene 11 
Community Quilting Bee  

Six Weeks Later / Mountain Camp 
“Wanting Him, Wanting Home”

 Scene 12 
Tanner Orchard 

“Come With Me” 
“Rebecca’s Soliloquy”

Scene 13 
Elsa’s Room

Scene 14 
Mountain Camp

Scene 15 
Rebecca’s Dining Room 

“This is How It’s Done (2nd Reprise)”
Scene 16 
Epilogue 

“How Do You Say Goodbye” 
“We Will Walk Together/Love Everlasting”

Scene Synopsis



Thank  You…
We would like to offer a special thanks to those 

people and organizations who have provided 
special support to our production. Whether 

in sharing their time, treasure or professional 
expertise, their help has been immeasurable.

AMERICAN HERITAGE SCHOOL 
American Fork, Utah

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY 
Provo, Utah

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles, California

PASADENA PLAYHOUSE 
Pasadena, California 

CENTER STAGE  
PERFORMING ARTS STUDIO 

Orem, Utah

SIMMONS PIONEER MEMORIAL THEATRE 
PROP SHOP 

University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah

SUSAN DUEHLMEIER



Twyla Wilson* 
Rebecca Tanner
Originally from British Columbia 
Canada, Twyla is ecstatic to be a 
part of this beautiful story! Regional 

credits include: I Do! I Do! (Agnes) at The Arvada Center 
in Denver, Mamma Mia! (Ali, Sophie u/s) at Arkansas 
Repertory Theatre, Villain’s Tonight and Believe aboard 
the Disney Dream (Yzma, Aurora, Belle). Other stage 
credits: The Scarlet Pimpernel (Marguerite), 1820 The 
Musical-Staged Reading (Emma Smith), Beauty and 
the Beast (Belle), and Mary Poppins (Mary). She has 
appeared on Disney + in High School Musical the Musical 
the Series, as well as numerous commercial campaigns. 
Twyla graduated from BYU with a BFA in Music Dance 
Theatre and is currently a Master Film Acting Student 
with Bob Krakower. Though she adores her profession, 
her favorite role in this life is mama to her two amazing 
children and wife to husband Johnny. Thank you Mom & 
Dad xx. “Leave everything you do, every place you go, 
everything you touch a little better for your having been 
there.—Julie Andrews.

 

Ethan Kelso 
Benjamin Tanner
Ethan comes to The Principle 
Wife fresh off his run in Bright Star 
(Jimmy Ray) for Lehi Arts Council. 

Other credits include Big Fish (Will Bloom) at Salt 
Lake School for the Performing Arts and Joseph…
Dreamcoat (Joseph), Les Misérables (Marius), and Little 
Shop of Horrors (Seymour) at Jaks Theatre Company. 
He attended The Hartt School of the Arts and Salt Lake 
School for the Performing Arts and has studied jazz 
and modern dance. Ethan won the 2019 Jimmy Award 
for Best Actor. He enjoys basketball, pickleball and 
walks with his wife. “The least one shall become a clan, 
and the smallest one a mighty nation; I am the LORD; 
in its time I will hasten it.” (Isaiah 60:22, ESV)

 

Erin Wilson* 
Sarah Bradshaw
Erin is an accomplished Broadway/
TV/Film actor, voice specialist, 
acting coach, Utah Valley University 

Theatre faculty and owner of Erin Wilson Studio. She 
has performed on Broadway in Wicked (Shen Shen, the 
Midwife and u/s Madame Morrible), as well as in the 
1st and 2nd National Tours. Other stage credits include 
Sister Act (Mary-Martin of Tours) in the 1st National Tour, 
The Prom (Mrs. Greene) at Pioneer Theatre, Sister Act 
(Mary Patrick) at North Carolina Theatre, Into the Woods 
(the Witch), Grease (Cha Cha) and Annie Get Your Gun 
(Dolly Tate). Erin has appeared in Public Morals on TNT, 
directed by Edward Burns; Tales of the City on Netflix, 
with Laura Linney; Holiday for Heroes on Hallmark 
Channel; and The Last OG on TBS. She studied Musical 
Theater at BYU and continues to work on her craft with 
some of the very best in NYC and LA, as well as run 
her personal online studio to students worldwide. She is 
most obsessed with her role as Auntie Erin to her nieces 
and nephews. In her spare time, she loves to craft, do 
interior design, try new restaurants and travel to faraway 
places. “You know what the happiest animal in the world 
is? It’s a goldfish. It’s got a 10-second memory. Be a 
goldfish.”—Ted Lasso

 

Mattie Grace 
Elsa Hendervroggen
Everything is a song to Mattie Grace. 
The soundtrack in her head plays out 
in rhythms and riffs no matter where 

she is and can harmonize with anybody, anywhere in 
any song. She is a vocal coach, music therapist, scratch 
track artist, composer and leads her own girl band, 
Ladylike. Mattie was chosen as a spotlight for Idina 
Menzel’s master class on singing and had the chance to 
present her original song, “This Feeling.” Most recently 
she sang vocals on an original song at a diplomatic 
symposium with Fernando Garibay, Grammy-winning 
music producer for Lady Gaga, Whitney Houston 
and others. Her original song “What’s Inside of You” 
was highlighted for the Royal Court float in the world-
famous Rose Parade. She has previously performed in 
Legally Blonde in Calabasas, CA, while simultaneously 
co-directing the nationally acclaimed acapella group 
“Unstrumental.” Mattie is bilingual in Spanish from 
serving as a missionary in the Dominican Republic and 
spent time in Thailand doing humanitarian outreach for 
a battered women’s shelter. Her dress and style are 
distinctive and if you don’t see her in a crowd first, you 
will definitely hear her beautiful voice or experience her 
clever personality.

John Donovan Wilson* 
Erastus Lowe
John previously appeared on stage 
in Austen’s Pride (George Wickham) 
at Seattle’s 5th Avenue Theatre,  

My Fair Lady (Freddy Eynsford-Hill) at Riverside Theatre 
in Vero Beach, Florida, South Pacific (Lt. Cable) at 
Lancaster Opera House in Lancaster, NY, Mamma 
Mia (u/s Sky) at Arkansas Repertory Theatre in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, Bonnie & Clyde (Buck Barrow) at 
Utah Repertory Theatre, The Scarlet Pimpernel (Percy 
Blakeney) at Carriage House Theatre in Cardston, 
Alberta, and Beauty and the Beast (Beast) at Brigham 
Young University. He has appeared in the films Dark 
Highway, Inappropriate Behavior, and I’ll Meet You There, 
as well as the television series Knights of the Cross and 
numerous commercials. John graduated from BYU with 
a BFA in Music Dance Theatre. He enjoys rock climbing, 
horseback riding, weightlifting, being a father to two 
adorable children and sharing the stage with his wife 
Twyla Wilson. “I’m so grateful to the creative team for 
the opportunity to be a part of this production. It’s an 
honor to be on stage with my wife again!”

Julie Webb Burgess 
Vilate McGuire
Julie’s most notable stage 
roles include Bright Star (Mama 
Murphy), Into the Woods 

(Baker’s Wife), Footloose (Vi Moore), Souvenir 
(Florence Foster Jenkins), and The Spitfire Grill 
(Shelby Thorpe). She has also participated in The 
Reclaimers Podcast (Helena) and in the short film 
Open House (Linda Poole) by Chinfat Productions. 
She earned a Bachelor of Music Education degree 
from BYU and enjoys spending time with her 
grandkids, hiking, traveling, weightlifting, and 
learning new musical instruments. “I’m so grateful 
for my husband, who recognizes I already have 
wings and encourages me to fly.”

 

Christopher Higbee  
Bishop McGuire
Christopher is an actor, 
writer, director, producer and 
entrepreneur. He is known to 

Utah audiences for most recently playing Ron in 
James Conlee’s Star of Wonder, Chess (Walter 
Anderson) at Pioneer Theatre Company, Camelot 
(Arthur), and Les Misérables (Jean Valjean), The 
Secret Garden (Archibald Craven), Ragtime (Tateh) 
at Hale Centre Theatre in Orem and West Valley. 
Chris has performed at Carnegie Hall and Lincoln 
Center, is currently a producer of the Broadway-
bound Troy, and was a producer on Broadway’s  
&Juliet, currently playing to capacity audiences 
on Broadway, and Anastasia, The Musical, which 
is now touring the United States. His company 
SwifTest played a significant role in reopening 
Broadway last fall where they provide COVID 
testing and compliance services to over half the 
productions on Broadway as well as other arts 
and entertainment venues in NYC and around 
the country. Regional credits include the world 
premiere of The Trail of Dreams (Robert Pearce), 
Sunday in the Park with George (George Seurat) 
and Into the Woods (Jack) among others. Chris is 
a graduate of the Music Dance Theater program at 
Brigham Young University. He also holds an MBA 
in Entrepreneurship from Pepperdine University.

Yahosh Bonner 
New Bishop, Congressman
Previous stage credits for Yahosh 
include To Kill a Mockingbird 
and The Heart of Robin Hood 

at Hale Centre Theatre West Valley. He played the 
title character in the film His Name is Green Flake, 
co-hosts the BYUtv show Family Rules and is a 
member of the singing group The Bonner Family. 
Yahosh holds a Bachelor of Communication Studies 
degree from the University of Northern Colorado 
and Master of Professional Communication 
degree from Southern Utah University. He likes 
hanging with his best friends—wife Vanessa and 
four children Malachi, Samaiah, Nehemiah and 
Kuregiy. “Jesus is my light.” “I am my ancestors’ 
wildest dreams.”

 

Max Higbee 
Zebedee Wilcox
Max has been seen on stage in 
Into the Woods (Jack) and Peter 
& the Starcatcher (Peter) at 

Snow College, Camelot (Mordred), Les Misérables 
(Courfeyrac) and Lost Boys (Peter Pan) at Hale 
Centre Theatre Orem, Sweeney Todd (Fogg, 
Ensemble) at Utah Repertory Theatre and UVU, 
Star of Wonder (Jack Lewis) at Rose Wagner 
Performing Arts Center, and Parade in Concert 
(Ensemble choir) at Lincoln Center in NYC. He has 
performed in the NYC Jazz Festival at The Apollo 
Theater, was lead vocalist with Caleb Chapman’s 
Voodoo Orchestra, and an extra in The Chosen 
season 2. Max has attended Utah COPA, Snow 
College, BYU and now UVU. His interests include 
linguistics, philosophy, songwriting and history. 
He releases music as Kit Maxwell, available on 
streaming services like Spotify and Apple Music. 
“Luna” and “Natural Feasts” are out now, with 
more music on the way. “All my love to my family, 
my partner, and my tiny cat.”

 

Tanner James 
Doc Kimball,  
Congressman, u/s Erastus
Tanner James is a Provo native 
and is excited to return to the 

Covey stage. He was a finalist on NBC’s “The 
Voice”, and has performed over the past decade 
on stages in Los Angeles, Nashville, Portugal, 
Norway, Beijing, Taiwan, South Korea, and Japan. 
He currently works as a studio vocalist, pianist, 
guitarist, songwriter, and producer with placements 
in film, television, and Netflix. Follow him @
heytannerjames to stay updated on his upcoming 
music releases across all major platforms.

 

Cameron Orme 
Jacob Bradshaw
Some favorite past credits 
include Joseph…Dreamcoat 
(Joseph), West Side Story 

(Tony), Aida (Radames), Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers (Benjamin), Beauty and the Beast 
(Lumiere), and Hairspray (Sketch). He has studied 
theatre at Center Stage Performing Arts Studio 
for seven years, and studies private voice under 
Barry Bounous. When not on the stage, you can 
find Cameron playing his favorite showtunes on 
the piano or running around the soccer field. “I 
have loved being a part of this production and 
feel so lucky to be able to tell such an incredible 
story.”

 

Coleman Higbee 
Joshua Bradshaw
Coleman is 14 years old and will 
be in 9th grade next year! His 
favorite stage credits include 

Joseph...Dreamcoat (Simeon), My Son Pinocchio 
(Pinocchio), and Star of Wonder (Hugh). He is 
a voice over artist best known for voicing the 
character Will for InfiniD Learning’s educational 
series throughout schools nationwide and can 
be seen in several commercial projects. Coleman 
plays the saxophone, is a skilled magician, and 
loves all things space and science. He is excited 
to perform in The Principle Wife with his brother, 
sister, and dad!

Lillian Charlton 
Elizabeth Tanner
Lillian enjoys singing, reading, 
guitar, piano, wake surfing, and 
water sports. She is so excited 

and honored to be a part of this incredible cast 
and production! “Humility is not thinking less of 
yourself but thinking of yourself less.” – C.S. Lewis

 

London Palmer 
Elizabeth Tanner
London’s favorite roles have 
been The Little Mermaid (Ariel), 
Shrek (Young Fiona), Beauty & 

the Beast (Silly Girl), Frozen Jr. (Anna), and Anything 
Goes (Purity). She is an Honor Roll student at Lake 
Mountain Middle School and serves as Sources of 
Strength Peer Leader and LMMS Choir President. 
London has training in violin and several genres of 
dance–jazz, lyrical, hip hop and tap. She loves arts 
and crafts, singing and dancing, water activities and 
going on cruises. Her favorite musical is Wicked 
and named her green jeep “OZ” in homage. “I 
don’t see how a world that makes such wonderful 
things could be bad.”—Ariel

Cosette Christensen 
Jessica Tanner
Cosette (Cozy) was previously 
seen on stage in Disney’s 
Frozen (Young Anna) at Inspire 

Entertainment Community Theater. She has 
performed with the dance/tumbling company 
“FLIPS” (Jr. Elite Level) for four years and performed 
with Dance Studio C in hip hop, tap, jazz, and 
ballet. She is a 6th grader at Legacy Charter 
School in Arizona. Cozy competes in Children’s 
Hunter Ponies 2’3” fences. Her awards include 
Blue Ribbon level show jumping in Temecula, CA, 
Del Mar, CA and West World, AZ, and won Reserve 
Champion in Temecula, CA in 2023. She loves 
playing piano, swimming, singing, and spending 
time with her family and friends. “This play is slay!”

 

Clara McCarter 
Jessica Tanner
Clara has graced the stage in 
many productions including 
The Sound of Music (Marta), 

Matilda The Musical (Amanda Thrip), A Christmas 
Carol (Martha Cratchit), and Legally Blonde Jr. at 
Hale Center Theater Orem; Beauty and the Beast 
(Belle), Les Misérables (Young Cosette), Frozen Jr. 
(Young Anna), Annie Jr. (Molly), Seussical Jr. (Sour 
Kangaroo) and Mean Girls Jr. at Center Stage 
Performing Arts Studio. Her first film credit is 
upcoming. She trained at Center Stage in musical 
theater and dance and was a member of the vocal 
company; Hale Center Theater in Orem in acting 
under Kelly Coombs, Hale Centre Theatre Sandy 
as a member of the Children’s Choir, private voice 
instruction with Clotile Bonner Farkas, and private 
dance instruction with Ashley Carlson. Clara 
loves to be creative—in art (physical and digital), 
sculpting, makeup, fashion, etc. She loves music, 
movies, hanging out with her friends and family, 
traveling, baking and cooking.

 

Morgan Hatch 
Hannah Tanner
As a soon-to-be 6th grader at 
Centennial Elementary in Orem, 
Morgan already has several 

stage credits to her name that include The Little 
Mermaid Jr. (Alana), The Lion King Jr. (Sarabi) and 
Beauty and the Beast Jr. (Ensemble) for Center 
Stage Performing Arts Studio, and Aladdin Jr. (En-
semble) at Centennial Elementary. She is currently 
taking voice lessons to improve her vocal range 
and skills as a singer, and is a member of “Limited 
Edition”, a vocal company singing group at Center 
Stage. Morgan is a competitive tennis player and 
diver. In her free time, she loves creating art, spe-
cifically drawing, graphic design and short films. 
“If you give up, it’s almost as if you didn’t try at all.”

 

Juliet Rose Lammi 
Hannah Tanner
Juliet has performed in Snow 
White with Ballet West and 
Nutcracker with Barlow Arts 

Conservatory. She likes singing, ballet, crafts, 
and is a master Lego builder. “Then my heart with 
pleasure fills and dances with the daffodils.” – 
William Wordsworth

 

Alyssa Baumgarten  
Ensemble, u/s Sarah
Alyssa’s favorite stage credits 
are Sense and Sensibility (Elinor 
Dashwood), Seven Brides for 

Seven Brothers (Milly Braden), Joseph…Dreamcoat 
(Narrator), and The Little Mermaid (Adella). She 
is going back to school to get a fashion design 
degree so that she can pursue a career in costume 
design.

 

Keely Conrad 
Ensemble, u/s Rebecca
Keely was previously seen on 
stage in Lucky Stiff (Annabel 
Glick) and Godspell (Disciple) at 

UVU, SpongeBob Squarepants (Pearl) and Tarzan 
(Terk) at Scera, Seussical the Musical (Bird Girl 1) 
at Hale Centre Theatre Sandy, Macbeth (Witch) at 
Renaissance Now, and Cries of Freedom (Joan 
of Arc) for Orem City. She holds a BFA in Musical 
Theatre from UVU, and enjoys reading, painting 
and hanging out with her cat. “I’d like to thank my 
family, my boyfriend, and all those who assisted 
in my training.” “The future belongs to those who 
believe in the beauty of their dreams.”—Eleanor 
Roosevelt

 

Abigail Higbee 
Ensemble, u/s Elsa
Abigail comes to The Principle 
Wife with numerous stage 
credits that include Oliver (Bet) at 

Pioneer Theatre Company, dir. by Karen Azenberg, 
Mary Poppins (Miss Lark/Ensemble) and My 
Son Pinocchio (Arancia) at Hale Centre Theatre, 
the Regional Premiere of Fly More Than You Fall 
(Ensemble, u/s Willow) at the Noorda Center, dir. 
by Jeff Whiting, Crazy for You (25 Anniversary 
Concert) at the Lincoln Center in NYC, featuring 
Laura Osnes and Tony Yazbek, dir. by Susan 
Stroman, Mary Poppins (Mary), Peter Pan (Wendy 
Darling), Little Shop of Horrors (Audrey), Into the 
Woods (Baker’s Wife) and Star of Wonder (Anne, 
Lucy). She attended the Utah Conservatory of 
Performing Arts for 10 years, sang with One Voice 
Children’s Choir for three years, and participated in 
Open Jar Institute NYC in 2018. Abigail is currently 
studying Early Childhood Development and 
Education at the University of Utah with minors in 
Psychology and Modern Dance. In her free time, 
she loves crafting, reading and spending time with 
her sweet cats. She has been lucky to perform all 
over the world, including England, France, NYC, 
and Mexico. “Thank you so much to my darling 
boyfriend Kal for his undying love and support.”

 

Jeffrey Hoather 
Congressman,  
Ensemble Swing
Jeffrey previously appeared on 
stage in Joseph…Dreamcoat 

(Issachar) with his wife McKenna. His past theatre 
experience has been primarily behind the scenes, 
working as stage crew or running spotlight for 
productions at Center Stage Performing Arts 
Studio. He has a Bachelor’s degree in Information 
Systems from BYU Marriott School of Business and 
currently works full time as a software consultant. 
“I am so excited to be part of this show alongside 
my incredible wife, and to play a part in telling this 
amazing story.”

 

McKenna Hoather 
Ensemble, Ensemble Swing
McKenna’s previous credits 
include She Loves Me (Amalia 
Balash), Shrek (Fiona), Beauty 

and the Beast (Belle), Aida (Amneris) and Hairspray 
(Shelley). She began dancing when she was three 
years old and has not stopped since. She studied 
singing and dance at Center Stage Performing 
Arts Studio for six years, and after graduating high 
school began to work in their theatre department. 
McKenna has since choreographed and music 
directed for more of their shows than she can 
count. She began taking private voice at 10 years 
old, and has studied under Annalece Boothe 
Misiego, Kerilyn Johnson, and Natalie Hill Jensen. 
When not on stage, she is studying to finish her 
Bachelor’s degree in Cell Biology and Physiology 
from BYU. She hopes to attend medical school in 
the near future. “Much love to my family for always 
supporting me, and to my amazing husband for 
joining me on the stage!”
 

KC Johnson 
Congressman, u/s Benjamin
KC has spent the last few 
years performing at Utah Valley 
University in Lucky Stiff (Harry 

Witherspoon), Romeo and Juliet (Tybalt), Short 
Attention Span Theatre (Zach and Cowboy/
Death), A Doll’s House (Thomas, Thorvald), and 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Lysander). He was 
also seen in And Then There Were None (Phillip 
Lombard) and Annie Get Your Gun (Frank Butler) at 
Salem Hills High School. His film projects include 
Night Ride, Stairs, Crumpled, and The Bridge with 
UVU and Backstage Bernie with JSK Stories. KC 
is pursuing a BFA in Musical Theatre at UVU and 
has studied Breakdance, Ballroom and Tap Dance, 
along with fight choreography—sword/rapier and 
hand-to-hand combat. In his spare time he enjoys 
video games, movies and music.

 

Jared Murillo 
Congressman,  
u/s Doc Kimball,  
Ensemble Swing
Jared has been performing in 

front of a crowd since he was child with a role 
in Joseph…Dreamcoat at Kingsbury Hall with 
Donny Osmond, was more recently seen Strictly 
Ballroom at Hale Centre Theatre, and was seen 
in the Puttin’ on the Ritz UK Tour. He has a long 
list of film/TV credits that include High School 
Musical 1 & 2, the High School Musical North and 
South American Tours (Original TV Cast), Two 
and a Half Men “Grab a Feather and Get in Line”, 
Shake It Up “Swing It Up”, Suite Life of Zack and 
Cody “Loosely Ballroom”, Gangster Squad, Hail 
Caesar!, Glee Season 4 “All or Nothing”, Glee 
North American Tour (Vocal Adrenaline), Penny 
Dreadful: City of Angels, Lucifer Season 5 “Bloody 
Celestial Karaoke Jam”, Gilmore Girls “Fall”, and 
Futureman “Horchata”. Jared trained at Center 
Stage Performing Arts Studio. He enjoys anything 
that is active and fun. “You have power over your 
mind – not outside events. Realize this, and you 
will find strength.”—Marcus Aurelius

 

Erica Schoebinger 
Ensemble, u/s Vilate
Erica’s favorite stage credits 
include The Secret Garden 
(Martha) and TITANIC the 

Musical (Kate Mullins, u/s Kate McGowan) at Hale 
Centre Theatre, Cinderella (Charlotte) at Sundance 
Summer Theatre, Is There an Actor in the House? 
(Natasha/Colombina), The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee (Marcy Park), Urinetown 
the Musical (Little Becky Two Shoes), and Les 
Misérables (Eponine) at UVU. She is in pursuit of 
her BFA in Musical Theater from UVU and has 
an Associate’s degree in Dance. She loves to 
choreograph and play D&D with her friends.

 

Tim Schwarz 
Congressman,  
u/s New Bishop
Tim has performed in front of 
large crowds since he could 

sing as a child–from being volunteered to sing in 
church to playing in A Christmas Story (Tiny Tim) 
for a community theater in San Antonio, TX. He 
took a break from entertainment to pursue a career 
in Construction Management. A career that took 
Tim everywhere from living on a ship in the Gulf 
of Mexico to working on a pipeline in Turkey, the 
country. Upon returning to the states, Tim used his 
international construction experience to achieve 
his MBA at Brigham Young University. While 
attending graduate school, he interned for a non-
profit gospel choir and quickly found himself being 
asked to join. A few voice lessons and rehearsals 
later he was back to his roots, performing for large 
audiences. These days you will find Tim performing 
in local cover bands and as a solo artist for local 
weddings, corporate events, resorts, restaurants, 
and hotels. He is currently pursuing his dream  
as a singer-songwriter and recording artist, and  
will be releasing original music while honing 
additional performance skills in productions like 
The Principle Wife.

*Actors appear courtesy of Actors’ Equity Association.

Cast  Biographies



Our motivation for writing The Principle Wife 
was to respond to our friends and critics who 
continually asked us the question, “What’s the 
deal with your Church and polygamy.”  In fact, 
we discovered people who thought that “very 
strict Mormons” still live a polygamous lifestyle 
and dress like the Amish or Mennonites. We also 
discovered that in some countries—even today—
the dictionary definition for the word “Mormon” 
is “polygamist.”  Hence, the reason for our telling 
the story of The Principle Wife was three-fold:
First, to tell people—in an entertaining way—
that plural marriage (aka, polygamy) ended more 
than a century ago.
Second: to dispel stereotypes and misinformation 
about the principle of plural marriage, even in 
the 1800’s, that it was NOT associated with the 
archaic idea of concubines or cultish practices.
Third: to honor our forebears who found the faith 
and courage to follow something very difficult, 
but which they felt God was asking them to do. 
• Our music of how love can overcome any 
 obstacle, ultimately became the focus of  
 how to best tell this story.
As descendants of polygamous ancestors, we 
found our research into the journals, histories 
and passed-down stories of these people 
to be inspiring, tragic, funny and frustrating; 
sometimes disastrous and other times successful 
in unexpected ways. Ultimately, it made us love 
these oft-forgotten people who sacrificed self 
for what they felt was the greater good.  Their 
stories impelled us to tell what hasn’t been said 
and what is continually misunderstood.  Doing 
it with music became the gift that helped make 
The Principle Wife accessible to mainstream 
audiences.

Taylor Vaughn
Mark Greenhalgh

Disclaimer  

The Principle Wife is a independent work of fiction, 
inspired by journals, histories and family stories 
of the authors. It is not meant to be a complete 
detailing of the principle of plural marriage once 
practiced by some members of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This play is not 
produced or affiliated with the church in any way, 
but merely an attempt to present an archetypal 
story of this topic and honor the ancestors of  
the authors. 

Author ’s Note



DEVELOPMENT HISTORY OF THE NEW MUSICAL 

The Principle Wife

The Principle Wife has been a very organic project 
for us. We wrote it first as an original screenplay (for a 
feature film) to explore the question of how women—
and men—could possibly live in a plural-marriage, 
otherwise known as a polygamous relationship.  
It was prompted by so many of our friends who, 
after they got to know us, would privately ask,  
“…so what’s the deal with polygamy, I mean, really?” 
In all fairness, we were embarrassed that some of 
our ancestors lived polygamy.  We shied away from 
the topic ourselves, sort of sweeping-under-the 
carpet the fact that there was a family photo of our 
great-grandpa with his three wives and multiple 
children that passed around family reunions some 
time. Pretty soon, that photo was given to all the 
siblings as a gift, and our embarrassment become 
a curiosity, if not a criticism.  We simply wanted 
to know why… and how even our own ancestor 
could possibly agree to live this way.  

Smashing Stereotypes
So many assumptions surrounding polygamy are 
rife with stereotype and salacious propaganda; we 
just wanted to know the truth. We wanted to know 
why they did it and then who it was that would 
actually be able to make it work enough to stay 
with it.

While developing our screenplay, we met with 
other writers in an ad-hoc writers’ group in hopes 
to motivate the strongest story we could muster.  
We never strove to make a political or religious 
statement as much as explore the social dynamics 
behind the personalities that managed to hold 
these plural marriages together.  It was completely 
amazing to us that men and women would want 
to live polygamy in the first place, let alone risk 
arrest as laws were eventually passed to prevent 
their ability to continue living it.  It was in that spirit 
that we found the story of The Principle Wife. 

Hollywood Hype & Hyperoble
Our screenplay was optioned by three different 
companies from Suzanne de Passe to Michael 
Apted’s company to other independent producers 
looking to make a name for themselves. They said 
our story had “that thing” they were looking for.  But 
The Principle Wife never found its way to physical 
production. Production companies eventually 
belied their interest when they got nervous with 
our subject matter, that it may be perceived as a 
religious piece. It never was.  

Like the Broadway musical and feature film, 
Fiddler on the Roof, The Principle Wife is about 
a religious people, but it’s not about pushing or 
teaching religious doctrine. We deliberately made 
it about love. Just love. Love was the only way 
we could explain how anyone—anytime—could 
possibly be willing to subject themselves to such a 
dynamic as polygamy.  No matter how off-putting, 
contradictory, or antithetical polygamy’s history, 
this was still a human story about emotional 
relationships. Our theme always came back to 
love; that love had to overcome any obstacle 
or else no one would ever agree to live it.  With 
conflict, controversy and continual hardship, our 
story kept pushing us to ask, “how far will anyone 
go for love even when it seems intolerable.”  

Making Music With Our Magic
Ironically, our writers group suggested that the story 
we ultimately developed seemed more palatable 
as a musical. And after being so close to film 
production on multiple occasions, we concluded 
that nobody saw it the way we intended; and no 
one was willing to take a risk on what might be 
perceived as too religious.  Consequently, we came 
to the place where we felt that our story would never 
get told the way it was supposed to be told unless 
we said it ourselves, produced it ourselves and did 
it without an outside company who might be too 
worried about preconceived audience judgement 
before the story’s impact could really be felt and 
understood the way it was supposed to.

We agreed to turn it into a musical, especially since 
we always wanted to write a musical but didn’t have 
a connection with a composer.  We subsequently 
met with three different composers in the next 
several months, all in hopes to flesh out a potential 
triad-partnership and create a full-scale musical.  
It wasn’t until a serendipitous introduction to a 
young fourth composer, that we found a musical 
voice to tell the story of The Principle Wife for the 
stage.  As odd as that may sound, the result has 
been as surprising and inspirational to us as it has 
been to audience. 

More Impactful in Person
We have been able to mount five different stage 
readings through the course of the development 
of our story. The number one response we get 
from reading-audiences is that they are surprised; 
surprised, not only because the subject matter 
is so foreign to current culture, but because they 
would have never expected this kind of story to 
work, let alone as a musical…but it does.

Below are the steps we’ve taken in the process 
of completely changing The Principle Wife from a 
screenplay to a full-on stage musical.   

 • Work-shopped at Brigham Young University

 • Stage reading at the Pasadena Playhouse

 • Workshopped at the University of Michigan 
  while our composer, Jonathan, was getting  
  his Masters in Pedagogy. 

 • Private stage reading at Larry King’s home w/ 
  amily and potential investors 

 • Stage reading at USC while Jonathan was  
  getting his post-graduate PHd

 • A second stage reading at the  
  Pasadena Playhouse

 • Stage reading at the American Heritage  
  School w/Danny Glover & Cedric the  
  Entertainer as key participants.

Our goal is to see The Principle Wife produced as 
a musical for the stage in the summer of 2023. It 
has been an astonishing process to juxtapose our 
story with actual facts behind how people truly 
learned to live and love in a seemingly impossible 
situation. As we have experienced audience 
responses to our readings and workshops, our 
musical has become more and more understood 
as and an enduring love story.  Its premise that, 
love can overcome any obstacle, is both arguable 
and defensible as a final take-away. Some have 
even attached the moniker of being a “Mormon, 
Fiddler on the Roof.”  Feedback confirms that it’s a 
show about a people of a strong faith, but it is not 
regarded as a religious piece.

Unexpected Supporters
We are anxious to attract the most productive stage 
opportunities on our journey to tell the world the 
story of The Principle Wife. Unexpectedly, Danny 
Glover and Cedric the Entertainer have verbally 
expressed a desire to be involved in our show 
in one form or another, whether as actors or as 
production supporters. Like so many people who 
eventually see a stage reading, their response is 
the same as Danny and Cedric: always surprised.  
People simply cannot believe we could make 
such a fetching story about a subject, which on 
the surface, has such a stereotypically negative 
identity associated with it. 

With solid encouragement to keep moving forward, 
we found The Covey Center Theater in Provo, UT 
which has booked the first, fully mounted stage 
production of our show for approximately six 
weeks.  In addition, the former Consul General of 
Hungary to the U.S. in Los Angeles (recognized 
as an Ambassador in Hungary) saw our reading 
as well. He was so surprised by an unexpected 
love story that he was quick to let us know that his 
country would go crazy for our show.  He said that 
besides being an unexpected and wonderful story, 
The Principle Wife had all of the elements which 
would give it success in Budapest, Hungary. He 
said that it was American, a western, and on the 
surface, controversial.  But, he said, “it was such a 
surprise that he knew it would sell out to audiences 
in Hungary no matter how long we decided to play 
it there, if we would.”  

A few days later, the Consul General of Hungary 
had us on the phone with a theater producer in 
Budapest.  He had already discussed our show 
with the Producer so this call was to let us know 
that Budapest was ready to commit with us if we 
were ready to open our show internationally.   

Love Can Overcome Any Obstacle
There are a few options in front of us, but 
we are looking for the best way to give The 
Principle Wife the most productive path to public 
awareness, success, and subsequently, the ability 
to successfully play any theater in the world. We 
realize that it’s a heady prospect, but we love our 
show and are awestruck by how many other people 
naturally love it too.  We believe The Principle Wife 
has what it takes to go all the way. There may be 
a few more steps getting there, but we’re in it for 
the duration. This is our story, and our love, and 
with the nearly universal audience agreement that 
it’s ready for prime time, we are anxious to share it 
with the world.   

History




