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N. Illinois Service Officer Newsletter and Bugler, October 2025 

This Service Officer Newsletter is published monthly as a Service and Reference for all 

Veterans, Veteran Family Members, and friends of Veterans.  Each month multiple Veteran 

Military Organization sites (and other sources, as applicable) are queried for timely, relevant, 

and viable Veteran issues… issues that regardless of source, impact all Veterans.  Nothing is 

provided here that cannot be retrieved through open sources.  Virtually anyone with internet 

access can find this information.  Provided articles and/or article excerpts are simply presented 

for ease of access, and/or reference. 
 
This month’s newsletter focuses on Illinois Veterans Homes; and “Good to Know” Veteran 
Resources.   

- The Illinois Veteran Home material includes information such as mission, locations, 
qualifications, and Point of Contact (POC) information.  A home admission application 
link can also be obtained here:  Click here to get the recent admission application (2021   

This link is likewise available in the below attached information. 
- The Veteran Resource Information is certainly not all inclusive but provides a good 

starting point for Veteran inquiry/research.   

As always, I Highly Encourage using a Certified/Professional Veteran Service Officer to assist 
you with any questions regarding topics presented here, a claims process, and/or any other 
earned Veteran benefit.   Seen below is POC Information for Certified Professional Veteran 
Service Officers in our area.       

 

- Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs Phone (IDVA) Phone: (815) 633-5875; Email:  

Debbie.fuehrer@illinois.gov   

- Veterans Assistance Commission of Winnebago County (VACWC), Phone: (815) 516-

2850, Email vac@wincoil.us  

 
Note: Links are included in the below selected text which can provide more information.   

 

Very Respectfully, David  
David R. Draeger  
Colonel of Military Police 
Regular Army, Retired  
B.S. WIU; M.A. WIU; M.S.S. U.S. Army War College 
Police Training Institute, UIUC 

Affiliations:  School Trained/Non-accredited Service Officer: VFW District 6, Dept. of IL.; and American 
Legion Post 332 – Life Member DAV, Blackhawk Chapter – Life Member MOAA – Charter Member, Military 
Order of Foreign Wars Illinois Commandery, Member MOWW 

 

 

https://veterans.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/veterans/documents/2021-application.pdf
mailto:Debbie.fuehrer@illinois.gov
mailto:vac@wincoil.us
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Illinois' Veterans' Homes: 
 
Source:  https://veterans.illinois.gov/services-benefits/homes.html  

A commitment to enhancing the lives of Illinois veterans in our care. 
 
Illinois veterans and eligible spouses seeking skilled and domiciliary care are offered five unique veterans' 
homes located across Illinois: Anna, Chicago, LaSalle, Manteno, and Quincy. Beginning with the oldest 
home Quincy, founded in 1886 sitting on 210 picturesque acres to the newest home in Chicago, an 
urban, open-concept home, each offers person centered care delivered by medical professionals and 
staff dedicated to enhancing the lives of veterans in their care. 

Caring for the whole person: The homes' comprehensive model of care considers the medical, 
personal, and emotional needs of each resident. The staffs are uniquely capable of serving the needs of 
the veteran community and offering an environment that honors their service to the country. 

Medical Care: Trained medical and care professionals ensure the veterans are healthy and their day-to-
day needs are met. 

Nutrition:  Menus are created to provide balanced nutrition with enjoyable culinary experiences. 

Programs: The homes' activities professionals develop meaningful and creative programs to engage 
resident veterans in their community and insert joy into their every day. 

Connections: As experienced long-term care providers, we understand that care transcends far beyond 
the veteran and includes his/her family and friends. We open our doors to families and develop programs 
and events that bring us all together. Members are also encouraged to have visitors on a frequent basis 
and can be granted leave of absence for visits outside the Home if their medical needs permit. 
Eligibility 

Any honorably discharged veteran is entitled to admission if he or she: 

• Has served in the U.S. Armed Forces at least one day during a period recognized by the USDVA 
as a war period or served in a hostile fire environment and was awarded a campaign or 
expeditionary medal; or 

• Was retired for a service-connected disability or injury, or 

• Has served on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces for 24 months of continuous service or more 
and enlisted after September 7, 1980 or 

• Has served as a Reservist or National Guard member, and the service included being called to 
Federal Active Duty (excluding service for Active Duty Training only) and completed the term or 
completed 20 years of satisfactory service and is otherwise eligible to receive reserve or active 
duty retirement benefits limited to domiciliary care only; or 

• Has been discharged for reasons of hardship or released from active duty due to a reduction in 
the U.S. Armed Forces before the completion of the required period of service; and 

• Entered the service as a resident of Illinois or has been a resident of Illinois for one year 
immediately preceding the date of application for admission; and 

• Is disabled by disease, wounds, or otherwise, and because of disability is incapable of earning a 
living. 

• A widow or widower of a honorably discharged veteran who was a resident of the State of Illinois 
for a continuous period of one year immediately before making application, who has no adequate 

https://veterans.illinois.gov/services-benefits/homes.html
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
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means of support, and is unable to earn a living is entitled to admission to the Illinois Veterans 
Homes at Anna and Quincy should vacant beds exist. Additionally, a Gold Star family member 
deemed eligible by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs who was a resident of the 
State of Illinois for a continuous period of one year immediately before making application is 
entitled to admission to any of the Illinois. 
Preference for filling vacant beds or for filling vacant beds from a waiting list shall be granted first 
to eligible veterans. 

Peacetime veterans with one year of honorable military service may also be eligible for admission; other 
qualifying conditions, as required, must be met. 

Admission to an Illinois Veterans’ Home is based upon: 

• The ability of the Home to provide adequate and appropriate care and services required by the 
person’s medical diagnoses and assessed needs, and: 

• An available bed in the category required by the veteran’s medical conditions and assessed 
needs. 
 

Cost of Care 

The monthly cost of care is $1,659 (as of 4/23), significantly lower than comparative Homes. This is an 
earned benefit for their service to our nation. 

Residents who have a monthly income will pay a monthly maintenance charge towards the total cost of 
their care. (NOTE: The inability to contribute to the cost of care does not prevent admission into the 
Home.) The monthly cost is based only on the monthly income of the Veteran and spouse and does not 
include other assets. The maximum amount is subject to change on an annual basis, depending on 
Social Security cost of living adjustments. For the current cost of care, please contact the Adjutant’s office 
at any of the Veterans Homes and they will be happy to assist you. Those residents who qualify for the 
Aid & Attendance allowance from the US DVA will pay an additional Aid & Attendance charge, in addition 
to the monthly maintenance charge. The Aid & Attendance charge is equal to the amount of the 
allowance provided by the US DVA. 
 
Qualifying Standards 

Each Home is surveyed, inspected, and certified annually by its US Department of Veterans Affairs 
medical center of jurisdiction in areas of resident rights, quality of care, and safety. 

Additionally, our Homes are inspected and licensed by the Illinois Department of Public Health and must 
comply with its established rules and regulations. 

National, state and local veteran organizations frequently visit the Homes, and Resident Advisory Groups 
in each Home work to represent resident members’ views and to ensure that quality of life standards 
remain high. 
Admission Priorities 

In addition to a veteran’s military service, admission to an Illinois Veterans’ Home is based upon: 

1. The ability of the Home to provide the care and services required by the veteran's medical 
diagnoses and assessed needs. 

2. An available bed in the category of care required by the veteran's medical conditions and 
assessed needs. 

Veterans whose applications are accepted, but who cannot be immediately admitted to the facility, are 
placed on the facility waiting list and are prioritized on a "first come-first served" basis. Absolutely no 
exceptions are permitted to this policy. 
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Click here to get the recent admission application (2021) 

Staff members at each Home are available to answer admission-related questions and to advise veterans 
and families in making the best choice possible. 

1. The Adjutant Illinois Veterans Home - Anna 
 792 N. Main Street 
 Anna, Illinois 62906 
 Phone: (618) 833-5394 
 Fax: (618) 833-3603 

2. The Adjutant Illinois Veterans Home - LaSalle 
 1015 O'Conor Avenue 
 LaSalle, Illinois 61301 
 Phone: (815) 410-8375 
 Fax: (815) 223-5815 

3. The Adjutant Illinois Veterans Home - Manteno 
1 Veterans Drive 
Manteno, Illinois 60950 
Phone: (815) 907-3506 
Fax: (815) 468-8972 

4. The Adjutant Illinois Veterans Home - Quincy 
1707 N. 12th Street 
Quincy, Illinois 62301 
Phone: (217) 222-8641 ext. 209 
Fax: (217) 640-5677 

5. The Adjutant Illinois Veterans' Home - Chicago 
4250 N. Oak Park Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60634 
Phone: (773) 794-3763 
Fax: (872) 304-6738 
 

 
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

 

 
Veteran Resources (list not all inclusive) 
 
Source :https://news.va.gov/help-for-afghanistan-veterans-
families/?utm_source=middle&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VetResources&utm_id=16AU
G2023  

VA Resources 

• Vet Centers – Discuss how you feel with other Veterans in these community-based counseling 
centers. 70% of Vet Center staff are Veterans. Call 1-877-927-8387 or find one near you. 

• Veterans Crisis Line – If you are having thoughts of suicide, dial 988 then Press 1, or 
visit http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/ 

o For emergency mental health care, you can also go directly to your local VA medical 
center 24/7 regardless of your discharge status or enrollment in other VA health care. 

• VA Women Veterans Call Center – Call or text 1-855-829-6636 (M-F 8AM – 10PM & SAT 8AM 
– 6:30PM ET) 

• VA Caregiver Support Line – Call 1-855-260-3274 (M-F 8AM – 10PM & SAT 8AM – 5PM ET) 

• Download VA’s self-help apps – Tools to help deal with common reactions like, stress, 
sadness, and anxiety. You can also track your symptoms over time. 

• VA Mental Health Services Guide – This guide will help you sign up and access mental health 
services. 

https://veterans.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/veterans/documents/2021-application.pdf
tel:6188335394
tel:8154108375
tel:8159073506
tel:2172228641;209
tel:7737943763
tel:18779278387
https://www.va.gov/find-locations/
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
https://www.va.gov/find-locations/
https://www.va.gov/find-locations/
tel:18558296636
tel:18552603274
https://www.ptsd.va.gov/appvid/mobile/
https://www.va.gov/files/2020-11/mental-health-quick-start-guide.pdf
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• MakeTheConnection.net – information, resources, and Veteran to Veteran videos for 
challenging life events and experiences with mental health issues. 

Community Resources 

• Vets4Warriors – 1-855-838-8255 

• Wounded Warrior Project  – Need someone to talk to? Connect with your peers. 
Call 888.WWP.ALUM (997.2586) or visit https://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/ 

• Veteran Wellness Alliance – Need help or want to talk? Check In or call:1-630-522-4904 or 
email: checkin@veteranwellnessalliance.org 

• Code of Support 1-571-418-6339 press 1 

• Elizabeth Dole Foundation Hidden Heroes – Join the Community or call 202-249-7170 

• American Red Cross Military Veteran Caregiver Network – Peer Support and Mentoring or 
call the Hero Care Network at 1-877-272-7337 

• Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS) – Tragedy Assistance Program For 
Survivors (TAPS) Is Here For You! or call 800-959-TAPS (8277) 

• Travis Manion Foundation – 1-215-348-9080 or email info@travismanion.org 

• America’s Warrior Partnership 1-866-AWPVETS 

• RallyPoint – Talk to other Veterans online. Discuss: What are your feelings as the Taliban 
reclaim Afghanistan after 20 years of US involvement? 

• Together We Served –Find your battle buddies through unit pages 

• Team Red, White & Blue – Hundreds of events weekly. Find a chapter in your area. 

• Student Veterans of America – Find a campus chapter to connect with. 

• Independence Fund 

• Blue Star Families 

• ETS Sponsorship 

• Boulder Crest 

• Cohen Veterans Network 

• Team Rubicon 

Veteran Service Organizations 

• The American Legion 

• AMVETS 

• Disabled American Veterans Charity (DAV) 

• Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America (IAVA) 

Contact them 24/7/365 by calling 855-91RAPID (855-917-2743) or digitally at www.quickreaction 
force.org 

• Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) 

• Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 

• Vietnam Veterans of America 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

 
Added by Newsletter Publisher: 
https://www.vfw.org/advocacy 
https://www.moaa.org  

 
 

https://www.maketheconnection.net/
https://www.vets4warriors.com/
https://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/
tel:8889972586
https://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/
https://www.bushcenter.org/veteran-wellness/clinical-care.html
tel:16305224904
mailto:checkin@veteranwellnessalliance.org
https://www.codeofsupport.org/
https://hiddenheroes.org/join-our-community/?type=story&filters=%5B%5B%22type%3Astory%22%5D%2C%5B%22featured_areas%3AJoin%20Our%20Community%22%5D%2C%5B%22featured_areas%3AJoin%20Our%20Community%22%5D%5D
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/military-families/services-for-veterans/military-veteran-caregiver-network.html
https://www.taps.org/
https://www.taps.org/
tel:+12025888277
https://www.travismanion.org/
mailto:info@travismanion.org
https://www.americaswarriorpartnership.org/
https://www.rallypoint.com/answers/what-are-your-feelings-as-the-taliban-reclaim-afghanistan-after-20-years-of-us-involvement
https://www.rallypoint.com/answers/what-are-your-feelings-as-the-taliban-reclaim-afghanistan-after-20-years-of-us-involvement
https://news.va.gov/73552/together-served-provides-virtual-base-connecting-veterans/
https://www.teamrwb.org/chapter-locator/
https://studentveterans.org/chapters/find-a-chapter/
https://independencefund.org/
https://bluestarfam.org/
https://etssponsorship.com/
https://bouldercrest.org/
https://www.cohenveteransnetwork.org/clinics/
https://teamrubiconusa.org/volunteer/?utm_source=video&utm_medium=video&utm_campaign=disaster-recruit&utm_content=gen_vol
https://www.legion.org/
https://amvets.org/
https://www.dav.org/
https://iava.org/
https://iava.org/quick-reaction-force/
https://iava.org/quick-reaction-force/
https://pva.org/find-support/
https://www.vfw.org/
https://vva.org/
https://www.vfw.org/advocacy
https://www.moaa.org/

