
 

         
         

    
 

 

 

 
 

  
  

  
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

2024 MULTIPLE DISTRICT 29 LIONS 

102nd STATE CONVENTION REGISTRATION 

April 26  28, 2024 

Glade Springs Resort 

Daniels, WV 

 

 

Name/Names:   _______________________________________________________ 

          _______________________________________________________ 

Address:  _______________________________________________________ 

City/Zip Code: _______________________________________________________ 

District Number:  ____________________ Club Name:  ____________________ 

First Conference:     Yes       No 

Dietary Restrictions: __________________________________________________ 

 

Registration Fee of $100 per person 

Make Check Payable to:   MD 29 State Convention 

Mail by April 5, 2024 to:   Paul Wheeler, 29C Treasurer 

     46 Ranger Lane  

     S. Charleston, WV   25309 

 

For Lodging Reservations, please call 877-814-7316 by February 26, 2024. 
Advise them you are attending the Lions State Convention.  

 Lodging Room Rate:   Executive Suite $129, Deluxe Queen & King $149

 

If you have questions regarding the conference, please contact PCC Pete 
Johnson at 304-575-8964 or PCC Paul Wheeler at 304-746-4415. 

 



 

    
 

 
 

 

DG Kermit is pictured with new Lion Members of the East Lewis club. Also in the 
picture is the Club President, Tim Conrad, on the right side, back row.  



 

 

 

          Youth Exchange Reflections by Clara Holmes 

 

 
Braxton County Middle School, I had a strong desire to win the scholarship that 

would send me abroad to Italy. I kept in mind that there was still a chance that I might leave my 
interview empty-handed. Henry Krautwurst announced that both I and four other applicants would be 
receiving scholarships to travel overseas--I felt like fainting. After some important planning with Henry, I 
hopped on a plane and began my first solo international adventure. 

The second surprise occurred on my second flight. Departing from Germany to arrive in Italy, I realized I 
would not be on this flight alone. My roommate, Barbora Czechova (from Czech Republic) would be on 
the same flight, sitting right next to me. On the flight to Italy, we talked about our home countries and 

I'm staying with strangers. I'm going to travel to places that I've only seen in pictures before. This is 
crazy. A rush of nerves swarmed through my body, but at the same time, I was more excited than I had 
ever been in my life. This feeling of surprise and excitement traveled with me through the next two and 
a half weeks and created one of the most memorable experiences of my entire life. 

We were picked up late at night by the host family, Simon and Laura, and their two young daughters, 
Aurora and Bianca. To be genuine, I must admit it was one of the more awkward experiences of the trip. 
What are you supposed to say to someone who you just met, who only speaks one language and who 
decided to let you stay at their house for a week? --where did my four 
years of Italian classes go? I knew my knowledge of the Italian language was still limited but I tried to 
use it as much as possible.  

? (How 
old are you?) She was not that different from me as she shyly responded in the limited English she knew 

 Moments such as these made up most of my time with my host family. They spoke 
enough English to tell us important things, but despite our efforts it was very difficult to make 
conversation.  

We arrived at their apartment, which was about 20 minutes from the city of Florence. Barbora and I 

 my host family were generous enough to make us feel 
welcomed to Italy.  

My first week in Italy we would wake up and have breakfast with the host family. After a day of camp 
activities, we came back home and had dinner with the family. I appreciate the way my host family went 
out of their way to make sure I had a breakfast that I would enjoy. They offered me eggs, and toast, 

 We did however have one entire day with our host family in 



 

which they took Barbora and I to a ziplining course, which is something we do have in the United States. 
We all enjoyed the experience.  

The nights we spent were filled with even more surprises as they let Barbora, and I walk around the 
town on our own. Our host parents even took us to an outdoor restaurant where I officially had my first 
pizza in Italy-- very good, as I predicted! The moments at home were a delight, after dinner, with their 
daughters we would watch English shows with Italian subtitles and it was moments like these that I felt 
like I could bond with Simon, Laura, Bianca and Aurora. 

After the first week we said goodbye to our host family and set out for the next two and a half weeks of 
hostels, bus rides, and new places. Barbora and I met more campers who spoke in, what felt like, a 
million different languages. It was fascinating hearing all the different accents and interacting with 
people of different ages. In total there were 22 campers, representing 16 countries.  

The first couple of days I was just trying to survive, adjusting to the new place, new food, new weather. I 
could write a whole essay about the weather, but I won't. Let's just say it was hot, hotter than I have 
ever experienced in my life. But despite the heat I couldn't help but fall in love with Italy. We traveled 
around to so many large cities such as Rome, Florence, and Siena. The smaller towns had more charm 

 

Towns such as Pontremolli and Radicofani weren't as crowded and felt alive. When we were given free 
time in each town, I was able to enjoy the simplicity of Italy. Little jewelry shops, or cafes, or perhaps my 
favorite: gelaterias. 

only did we get to run around in an Italian villa and beautiful walkways, but we also got to learn more 
about the town and its history. The biggest and best surprise however was the Italian music festival. It 

venue with picnic tables and a dance floor, I knew it was going to be fun. We danced the night away to 
Italian songs. Did we know the lyrics? No, but that didn't stop us. It was the most energetic night of the 
trip. The nights were always full of energy though. People were full of laughter; the tables were in an 
uproar.  

The dinners we had each night were a moment in time where the group of us 22 kids bonded the most. I 
made an effort to sit next to different people at each dinner to get the chance to properly get to know 

and what their favorite part was. 

Although I cannot recount every single joke I laughed at, the towns we visited, or food I ate, I will never 
forget the joy and impact of this trip. I feel like I now have a better understanding of how people from 
different cultures live and celebrate life. I believe this trip made me more open-minded as I went to 
places and hung out with people that I normally would not. I cannot express how grateful I am for being 
able to have this experience, but I will continue to tell people about the time I went to Italy with a bunch 
of strangers at just sixteen. 

 



 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

FOR 2023-2024 

 

FEBRUARY 

Feb 1 @ 6:30pm Pikewood, Hedgesville, Martinsburg & Inwood Bunkerhill
Lions Clubs 

Feb 3 @ 1:00pm Council of Governors Meeting, Glade Springs Resort 

Feb 8 @ 6:30pm Salem Lions Club 

Feb 10 @ 10:30am District Cabinet Meeting, Loft Conference Center, 
Granville, WV 

Feb 15 @ 6:30pm Clarksburg Adamston Lions Club 

Feb 19 @ 6:00pm Short Gap Lions Club 

Feb 21 @ 6:00pm Clarksburg Main Street Lions Club 

Feb 27 @ 7:00pm Shinnston Lions Club 

MARCH 

March 5 @ 6:00pm East Preston Lions Club 

March 11 @ 6:00pm Paw Paw Lions Club 

March 16 District 29L Conference, Vienna Conference Center 

March 20 @ 6:30pm Kingwood Lions Club 

March 21 @ 6:30pm Tygart Valley Lions Club 

APRIL 

April 9 @ 6:30pm Rowlesburg Lions Club 

April 26-28 MD29 Convention, Glade Springs Resort 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

   
   
   

   
   

   
   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 


