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Hi gardening friends,

Another year is coming to an
end and what a full and busy one it
was. All the rain early in the season
resulted in lush, full and huge hosta
and an abundance of slugs and
weeds. What's that saying, "You
gotta take the bad with the good."

The tornados of May 27th left
paths of destruction over many
counties and affected many of our
members including the estate
where | work. There, the buildings
have been repaired and the debris
cleaned up, but the landscape has
been changed for a long time. We
lost 107 trees just around the main
building and priests' houses. | really
miss the mature trees and the
shade they provided, but things are
looking up. | am in the process of
redoing shade gardens to full sun
gardens. We had 40 trees planted
in November and will add 40-45
more next fall. | am excited about
the future and all the new sun
plants | will be able to grow. A big
thank you to our June and July Gar-
den Tour members for sharing their
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President’s Letter

Bob liames, President

beautiful gardens with us. |

love seeing how creative our :

members are with plants and garden art.

| also want to thank:

«Our many speakers for their interest-
ing talks and garden insight.

& Our hospitality committee for another
year of wonderful snacks and treats.

#Our Hosta Auction committee for put-
ting on a fun and profitable auction that
funds many things MVHS is able to
do.

&Our bus trip committee for another
wonderful outing. Even if, like the
Grinch, "We only got stuck once, for a
moment or two."

&And our members for supporting this
society and each other. We couldn't do
all that we do without your attendance,
ideas and help. Thank you.

Over the holiday season, make time
for family and friends and celebrate life.
The days are getting longer and spring
is on the way. Soon hostas will be pok-
ing their noses out of the ground and the
cycle of life begins again.

Happy gardening, Bob

MVHS Dues Reminder

2020 dues are due December 31, 2019. Timely paid dues give you the benefit
of being included in the printed Yearbook, preferential Bus Trip Registration,
and early registration for Hosta College. Please mail your check to Treasurer,
Joyce Thomas 6211 St. Rt. 123 Franklin, OH 45005. Questions? Contact
Joyce at 937-789-8663 or joycethomas1499@gmail.com. Individual $12/year.
Family $17/year (2 persons with the same address).
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2020 Save-the-Date

Date Place 2020 MVHS Events

May 16 West Carrollton Nazarene Church Hosta Auction

Oct 24 Presidential Banquet Center Tri-club Speaker and Luncheon
Kettering Ohio

Hosta College March 20-21 American Hosta Society
2020 National Convention
If you've never attended a Great Lakes Region Minneapolis MN June 10-13

Hosta College, you're missing one of the area’s
most comprehensive weekend plant symposi- Host: Minnesota Hosta Society
ums. For only $48 (hosta society members) or Hotel: Minneapolis Marriott NW Brooklyn Park, MN

$58 (nonmembers) participants are able to at- June 10 optional tour limited to 100 people
tend 5 classes they have chosen from a pro- e 1713 sermveEriien

gram of over 60 classes on hostas, other
plants, and gardening topics. The weekend in- Standard registration now
cludes a banquet, speaker, auction, and vendor through April 30, 2020

sales as well as networking opportunities with ’
some of the major hosta experts in the country.
We are fortunate to have such a great spring
conference held at the Upper Valley Career
Center in Piqua, Ohio. Keep your eyes open for
registration e-mail messages February 1 or go
to https://www.ihostohio.org/glhc/default.asp for

more information. Vl S | O N

For more details visit:
hostavision2020.com

Date Place Other 2020 Gardening Events

Mar 5 Springfield Ohio Perennial Flower School is a one-day conference held by OSU Exten-
sion, Clark County Master Gardeners, call 937-398-7600

Sep 5 Bob liames’ home Bob’s Garden Fair. Contact gardenbob222@aol.com for info.

Editor’s Corner

The Miami Valley has had a rough year. In 2019 we’ve experienced temporary loss of clean water, severe
tornado damage, a hate rally, and a mass shooting. Our members have experienced damage to their
homes, gardens, and workplaces. I'm proud that our organization voted to make a $3,000 donation to the
Dayton Foundation fund to help rebuild and replant after the tornado. We know that loss of a home, job,
and health is especially devastating. We also know that a beautiful landscape does make a difference in
how people feel. The loss of old trees, rare specimens, a sentimental shrub, a plant
that we’'ve babied for many years are things that we grieve. As gardeners, we will
persevere, because the transformation we make in our little worlds is so rewarding.
I’'m honored to gather with such a generous, friendly, and supportive group of peo-
ple. May God bless us with a healthy, happy, and wonderful 2020!

As always, if you have photos, topics of interest, or any other feedback, please con-
tact me at rmann1993@yahoo.com. Robin Mann, Editor
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2019 Year In Review

April 9 Meeting
“Tips and Tricks for Your Best Hostas Ever”’ by Gene Wogoman and
“Hosta and Their Shady Friends” by Bob liames

At the Historical Society of Vandalia-Butler we were treated to two infor-
mative talks on hostas and their companions. Member, Gene Wogoman
led us through some products, tools, and methods he and Glenda have
found helpful over many years of growing many hostas. His discussion
of fertilizers and slug control had us riveted and many questions were
answered.

Bob liames led us through a beautiful slide presentation on his favorite
shade loving companion plants. The suggestions included unusual
specimens as well as gorgeous perennials that can be found in local
nurseries. There was lots of oohing and aahing.

Gene Wogoman (left) and Bob liames (right)

2019 Auction a fantastic success!

May 4 at the West Carrollton Nazarene Church our annual auc-
* tion netted the MVHS $3,675. This is a club record and a 29%
increase over last year. Our highest priced item was a stunning
stained glass piece, made by our own Greg Rau, that sold for
~ $100 (photo below). Carlon Addison was our largest contributor
with items that sold for a total of $413. There are so many people
to thank for our great outcome, but | need to single out Bob lia-
mes. Yes, he was a great auctioneer and made it a lot of fun. He
donated items that sold for $324. But what | really want to thank
him for is tolerating my almost daily text messages, emails and
phone calls with questions and asking advice. This was my first
year as auction chairperson and | leaned on Bob constantly. | could not have done it without him.

| also want to give a special thanks to Joan Stoppelman for collecting all the information on items to be
donated and producing the auction list. Our hospitality committee outdid themselves this year with dough-
nuts for breakfast and a wonderful pulled pork sandwich lunch. Our set up and tear down crews were
amazing. | couldn’t keep up with them! Then we have our group that just knew their jobs and came in and
did what needed to be done:

Check-in and check-out: Jerry Bashor, Marcia Bashor, Karen Warner, Steve Harman
Sale Tracking: Joan Stoppelman, Joyce Thomas, Susan Detert, Karen Strider-liames
Runners: Greg Rau, Carlon Addison, Cathy Brandt

Secure local vendor donations: Karen Warner, Joyce Thomas, Pat Smith, Joan ¥
Stoppelman, Gene and Glenda Wogoman, Gene and Marcia Bashor, Bob limes, &
Tina Duritsch. If | missed anyone — thanks to you too!

This is our only fundraising event of the year and the reason why our dues are so
low. Please consider donating one or more plants to next year’s auction. If everyone
donated just one plant that sold for $15, that would give us an additional $1,260. Re-
member, Hostas are the Friendship Plant and our auction is the perfect place to
share them!

Lastly, a big thank you to our new vendor donors this year that are listed in the [
Vendor Thank You pages 8-9. Check out all these generous vendor partners. Writ- |
ten by Normajean Roselius Lois Lustenberger holds a




2019 Year in Review
& WJune 11 North Member Garden Tours

- David Rector invited us to his Tipp City garden. Six
f years ago, David moved from a large yard with 39 years
of planting to a retirement community and a much smaller
e Yard devoid of plants. He has done a lot of “digging up

| the yard” and now has a good variety of plants including
© 75 hostas, tree lilies, and gorgeous annuals. Dawn red-
i wood, patio peach and evergreen trees provide shade for
the hostas.

David Rector’'s Garden Left

Steve and Tina Duritsch opened
their Troy garden to the group despite
some challenging spring rains. (They
mentioned using a kayak to traverse
the back yard). Their beautiful garden
includes mature Japanese maples,
hostas, perennials, daylilies and hy-
drangeas. A growing collection of
dwarf and unusual conifers compli-
ments the garden.

Steve & Tina Duritsch’s Garden Right

Member News

After four weeks in the hospital and four leg sur-
geries, Greg Rau, MVHS Vice-President, is re-

American Hosta Society

Join AHS and receive The Hosta Journal mailed
twice a year and have access to a third issue

covering at home. Greg and Bette have appreci-
ated the cards and believe your prayers have
made a difference. Bette says Greg is "Doing
better. Slow but sure...kind of like watching paint
dry, but at least it’s drying."

Congratulations to member, Mary Hofacker, who
was awarded this summer a Beautification Award
by the Patterson Park neighborhood for her
lovely garden.

online in the Members Only section of the AHS
website. This publication offers the latest informa-
tion on care, feeding, and hybridizing; pictures of
new cultivars; and news of upcoming meetings
and conventions. Members have the privilege of
visiting display gardens throughout the country,
many of which are only open to AHS members.
Also, members are invited to exhibit their favorite
hostas and compete for recognition in various AHS
national and regional cut-leaf shows. Visit ameri-
canhostasociety.org for more information.
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2019 Year in Review
July 9

Robert and Leesa Comparin’s
Garden

West Member Garden Tours

o BT W

All three of the gardens fea-
tured in the July tours held
unexpected surprises as we
walked into the backyards
and discovered magical
worlds created with plants.
Thank you to all of the mem- gt
bers who invited us to see &

their worlds.

In the rural area near Camden, Robert and Leese Comparin
have created an amazing series of ponds, waterfalls, rockwork,
sculpture and gravel paths that give their backyard a beautiful
focal point. Around that structure, they’'ve planted unusual
trees, specialty conifers, perennials, pollinator plants, and
hostas that provide variety of color, texture, and shape. A gar-
den tower provides an interesting way to view the garden and
the 30-year-old koi.

—

Paul and Carolyn
i Leatherman’s garden
g not only has a beautiful

M selection of hostas, but
mature beds of perenni-
als, hydrangeas, shrubs,
i southern plants, and a
butterfly garden. Hard to
imagine the yard used to
have 80 taxus.

Carolyn and Paul Leatherman sitting in their “Hosta of the Year”
raised bed in New Lebanon
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2019 Year in Review

July 9 West Member Garden Tours continued

BJ Ney in her unique Farmersville garden.
Your put must pass through the spokes of
this old bicycle.

BJ Ney invited us to stroll through her garden and test our putting skills. She has artfully incorporated 18
miniature golf holes in her country style garden. Each hole is landscaped with lovely plants and quaint ob-
jects. The garden was featured in the Early Spring 2019 issue of Country Gardens Magazine and began as
a way to entertain her children. The mature trees provide high shade for hostas and the yard includes a pol-
linator garden and garden “shed.”

August 13 Meeting
“How to Have a Beautiful Garden Without Having an Ugly Shovel”
presented by Pat Stidham

After our business meeting at the Miami branch of the Dayton Metro Library, member, Pat Stidham guided
us through techniques that she uses to design beautiful garden spaces. Her ideas could be used to design
an entire yard or simply create a small space that successfully conveys a feeling or style that makes people
want to linger. She encouraged us to keep a notebook of ideas clipped from magazines or the internet to
help us define the style, color or mood we want to create.
Next comes the choice of location and might include an
area under a tree or next to a structure where the “room”
is partly defined. When choosing materials, Pat encour-
aged us to look at containers and articles we already own
including “indoor” objects that can be repurposed like a
tea cart or baskets. The style and color of these objects
contributes to the design. Our gardens can be a show-
case for our passions and interests, so choose objects
that mean something to us. In addition to color and style,
gardens can focus on fragrance, touch or taste. A secret
garden can be created by choosing a site that cannot im-
mediately be seen. Pat brought several beautiful plants to
emphasize how much impact moveable and changeable
containers can have.

Speaker, Pat Stidham is an OSU Extension Master Gardener
and we toured her lovely and creative garden last year.
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2019 Year in Review

Speaker, Gary Snyder September 10 Meeting
“Soil Health” presented by Gary Snyder

After our business meeting at the Historical Society of Vandalia-Butler, Gary Snyder
of Green Velvet Sod Farms discussed the importance of soil health. We all complain
about our clay soil, but Gary walked us through a pyramid graphic depicting the vari-
ous types of soil (Sandy, Loam, and Clay) and how the different soil structures affect
gardening. A soil test should be made to understand our individual garden’s soil and
the analysis will determine pH, Cation Exchange Capacity, mineral presence, and soil
structure. Gary recommended some products for changing pH (Aqua-pHix), breaking
down clay soil (Humic DG) and improving the productivity of soil for turf, shrubs, and
trees (C20 Soil Builder). More information can be found at greenvelvet.com/products.
The presentation was very informative and Gary answered many member questions.
If interested in doing a soil test, the OSU Extension provides information and a list of
laboratories at ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/hyg-1132.

Marcia and Gene Bashor were surprised with a Gene Bashor presents Gene Wogoman with an award
cake celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary. given by the American Hosta Society for Best Article.
Congratulations to a great couple! Gene’s “Opening the Hosta Garden in Spring” ap-

peared in the April 2018 issue of the Hosta News
Scapes, our local newsletter. Congratulations!

October 8 Carry-in Dinner and Meeting
“Brighten Up Your Fall Garden”
presented by Abigail Hunter of Andy’s Garden

After eating great food and having a business meeting at Andy’s
Garden, Troy Ohio, Abigail Hunter, a member of MVHS led a discus-
sion and power point slide show on the star plants of the fall garden.
She has a beautiful garden and provided lots of ideas for plants we
may not already have. A little bluestem grass called ‘Twilight Zone’
which possesses an iridescent silvery blue purple cast beginning in
mid summer stood out. Andy’s was a great host location for the last
MVHS meeting of the year.

Speaker, Abigail Hunter
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Thank You New Vendors!

The following new vendor partners donated plants or other goods to the 2019 MVHS Auction. A successful
auction would not have been possible without their generous support. Thank you.

' LONGFIELD
GARDENS

www.longfield-gardens.com
1245 Airport Rd, Lakewood, NJ 08701
855-534-2733

Email: info@Ilfeardens.com

Walters Gardens, Inc

Proven Winners
1992 96th Ave. Zeeland, Ml
P.O. Box 137

www.waltersgardens.com

F‘ Tom Rabung
g emeraldforestnursery@omailcom

=

ST 440-552-7851 .
CQQ‘;?“
EMERALD FOReST )= Devon Smith
NURSERY 0STASMITH
i www.hostasmith.com

13260 Stoton Rd., Columbio Stofion, OH 44028 : info@hostasmith.com

Specializing in hostas & perennials B

1 SN

Mason Hollow
Nursery

47 Scripps Lane, Mason, NH 03048

CGreen Gl FCustas

New Hostas for the Wholesale & Retail Trade

P. O. Box 773, Franklinton, NC 27525
Phone: 919-309-0649

E-Mail: HostaBob@gmail.com
www.hostahosta.com

www.MasonHallow.com

Sue & Chuck Andersen
603-878-4347

TIM'S HOSTA FARM
HOSTA-FERNS-SHADE PLANTS

Look me up on Facebook at
Hosta Ferns and Shade Plants or
Hosta Buyers Guide

Nursery, Inc.

¥ at Juniper | | Botanic Garden
Email Tnifong1@hc ail.co

9241 Sauls Road ~ Raleigh, NC 27603 mail Tnifong1@hotmail.com

A Ph xr 336-682-9831
www. PlantDelights.com el

b sl U8 N L

Durable, affordable, & made in the USA! ' y o ‘ » y
- Now with rounded corners - 5. /b . A ﬁ(’ \

| Michelle Hood

321-444-3572
P.O. Box 522318
Longwood, FL 32752

INTRODUCTORY OFFER

I

|

I 7 5 .

| sunshineengraving@gmail.com
Sample pack of 8 styles plus a marking pencil !
4 \

www.sunshineengraving.com

.

www.EverlastLabel.com JUST $6
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Thank You Vendors!

The following vendors have donated plants or other goods to the 2019 MVHS Auction. A successful auction
would not have been possible without their generous support. Thank you.

Ginkgo ‘Mariken’ | Lisa's Perennials & Flowers
4625 W State Route 41
Covington, OH 45318

(937) 473-3873

Meadow View Growers meadowview.com
755 North Dayton-Lakeview Rd (St Rte 235 North)

New Carlisle, OH 45344

(937)845-0093

Natorp’s Nursery Natorp.com
Andy’s Garden andysgarden.com | 8601 Snider Rd
2310 West State Route 55 Cincinnati, OH 45040
Troy, OH 45373 (513)398-4769
(937)335-5550
The Secret Garden secretgardenwaynesville.com
Berns Garden Center www.bernsgardencenter.com |4107 E State Route 73
3776 Indian Rlpple Rd WayneSV|”e, OH 45068
Beavercreek, OH 45440 (513)897-5505
(937) 912-0422
Seely’s Landscape Nursery seelyslandscape.com
Dannaher Landscaping dannaherlandscaping.com | 3265 Walcutt Rd
12200 Vans Valley Rd Hillard, OH 43026
Galena, OH 43021 (614)771-0011

(740)965-3789 . )
Siebenthaler’s siebenthaler.com

2074 Beaver Valley Road

Glenda’s Garden
Beavercreek, OH 45434

Email: ggwogoman@gmail.com

7620 Halderman Rd (937) 427-4110
West Alexandria, OH 45381
(937)839-4044 Stockslagers Garden Center Stockslagers.com

14037 Dayton Eaton Pike
New Lebanon, OH 45345

Grandma’s Gardens grandmasgardencenter.com

8107 North State Route 48 (937)687-2722

Waynesville, OH 45068

(937)885-2740 Wengerlawn Nursery Co. wengerlawnnursery.com
6450 Wengerlawn Rd

Groovy Plants Ranch groovyplantsranch.com | Brookville, OH

4140 Co. Rd 15 45309

Marengo, OH 43334 (937)884-7692

(740)675-2681

Joan’s Backyard Treasures

6215 Cavalcade Dr

Hamilton, OH 45011

(513)868-3512

Knollwood Garden Center Knollwoodgardens.com . ,

3766 Dayton Xenia Rd H. ‘Gemstones

Beavercreek, OH 45432 Photo taken

(937)426-0861 November 3!



mailto:ggwogoman@gmail.com
tel:19378450093
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H:Key West towering qver Acer palmatum ‘Rhode Island:Red’

“Stimulating the knowledge and love of hostas”

Dayton Ohio and Miami Valley Region

MVHS Officers:

President: Bob liames
Vice-President: Greg Rau

Secretary: Phyllis & Jerry Bashor
Treasurer: Joyce Thomas

Committees:
Communications:

Electronic Communications
Comparin Garden and Development: Joan Stoppelman, Chair

Newsletter: Robin Mann
w Website: Karen Strider-liames
Yearbook: Elaine Middlestetter

Web Page = www.miamivalleyhosta.com

Great Lakes Region Delegates: Tina Duritsch

Facebook www.facebook.com Amanda Duritsch
Miami Valley Hosta Society Membership:
Joyce Thomas
Twitter www.twitter.com/ Program & Special Events:
MiamiValleyHsta Above Officers, Gene & Marcia Bashor, Normajean Roselius,
Bette Rau
Hospitality:

Administrator
Email staff@miamivalleyhosta.com

Joyce Thomas, Kathy Watson, Sherry Green, Sharon Rife




