
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Thank you! 
 
To both Highland and Big Canoe – Thank you to all who helped and contributed to the Lenten Supper, for the 
huge responses in collecting items for the LWR personal care kits, (a combined effort as of April 15 was 176 
kits), and last but not least, the 30 quilts and other items we collected and delivered to Bremwood from 
Highland and Big Canoe. These were 22 bath towels, 6 hand towels, 51 wash cloths, and 3 pair wash gloves, 1 
pair of socks, 1 flannel baby blanket, 80 assorted size combs, emery boards, 8 brushes, 2 picks, 12 dental floss, 
20 shampoo & conditioner, 30 toothbrushes, 22 toothpaste, 22 deodorant, 8 lip gloss-chapstick, 1 pack floss 
sticks, 1 package of cotton swabs, and 50 travel size shampoo/conditioner.  The people at Bremwood were 
very appreciative of it all.  So a big THANK YOU to all! 

 
 

 
Newsletter items: 

 
Please remember if your items are not turned in, they cannot be included. 

If you have something to include in the newsletter, please email it to the church 
email address no later than the 20th of the month. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Big Canoe & Highland Lutheran Churches 
1381 Big Canoe Road    3824 Highlandville Road 

Decorah, IA 52101    Decorah, IA 52101 
563-546-7974     563-735-5974 

N E W S L E T T E R  
MAY WORSHIP TIMES 

Big Canoe 10 a.m. 
 



Big Canoe Council Meeting, April 2, 2023 

The Big Canoe Lutheran Church council met for its regular monthly meeting on April 2, 2023, at the 
Highland Lutheran Church following regular church services. Those in attendance were Pat O’Regan, 
Treasurer Laurie Emery, Vern Whitaker, Pastor Gies, Brian Bigler, Kathryn Thompson, shelly Bigler and 
Rita Thomas. 

President Brian Bigler opened the meeting and Pastor Gies led us prayer. 

The Secretary’s report was read. Pat motioned, and Shelly seconded, that the report be accepted with 
one correction.  Motion passed. 

The Treasurer reported a balance of $1,284.32. 

The Lenten offering designation was discussed, but we do not have a definite amount yet, so it was 
decided that the designation would wait until next month’s meeting. 

Matt Amundson’s bid has been accepted for mowing the cemetery.  Discussion was held on how much 
the church should reimburse the cemetery for it’s share of the mowing.  We spoke with Carey 
Nordheim about the costs last year, the mowing bid and the cemetery revenue stream.  After much 
back and forth for clarification Rita motioned, Pat seconded, that the church would reimburse the 
cemetery committee 50% of the mowing costs for last year and this year.  This will amount to about 
$10,000.  Motion passed. 

The church lawn repair was discussed.  Steve Emery is in charge of this.  Work will begin when 
conditions are appropriate after Easter. 

The tuckpointing was discussed.  Pat mentioned that Tor Oxnavard, husband of Anna Amundson, of 
Minneapolis, MN, would be able to help with assessing what we need done and there will be input 
from members of the congregation.  Funding will be available from the Elsie Osmonson Fund and other 
donations.  Hopefully major fundraisers will not be necessary, but this job will be expensive. 

During the meeting of the Financial Oversight Committee an error was found in the Annual Meeting 
minutes.  The minutes state that the Dalaker Fund should be “placed in the church operating account” 
when it should have read “placed in the Improvement Fund” as was decided at the Annual Meeting.  
The error will be corrected at the next Annual Meeting. 

Synod Assembly will be June 9&10, 2023 at Luther College.  Rita Thomas and Heather Vilardo are our 
delegates.  Registration is from May 1-15. 

After the inspection of the Big Canoe Church, it was recommended that we install two CO2 monitors.  
One in the boiler room and one in the church basement proper.  Pat has purchased two and they are 
installed.  Thank you to Pat for this. 

A motion of adjournment was made by Pat and seconded by Shelly.  Motion passed.  Our next meeting 
will be May 7 after church services.  We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 Respectfully Submitted, Rita Thomas 
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