
Red Flags to Spot 
Human Trafficking 

 
 

 Chronic runaway, truant, homeless youth 
 Has goods or services they cannot afford 
 Excessive amount of cash 
 Carries multiple hotel/motel keys 
 Signs of branding (tattoos, jewelry) 
 Restricted and/or scripted communication 
 Physical injuries or signs of abuse 
 Lying about age, has false/fake identification 
 Inconstancies in stories 
 Appears scared or nervous 
 Does not make eye contact 
 Lack of Knowledge about where they are or why 
 Signs of psychological trauma and abuse; anxiety, 

depression, thoughts of suicide, panic attacks, or 
lack of emotion. 

 Typically has someone with them at all times, this 
person may seem controlling 

 
 

Source: Indiana's Trafficking Victims Assistance Program 


