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Researching at your public library can provide you with many resources if you know where to look. 
Public libraries provide reference materials, city directories, local history and special collections, and 
databases to help you with your genealogical and historical research. This presentation will show you 
how to use a library for research and give you examples of resources you may find in your local library 
and in libraries around the county.  
 
Since ancient times libraries have held collections of knowledge 
containing information on all sorts of subjects, preserving it for 
generations.  
  
Collections of knowledge on any subject can be found in libraries.  
  
Some of the largest libraries for genealogical researchers include:  

 Family History Library - online and in person  
 Library of Congress - online and in person  
 College libraries - finding aids  
 State Archives  
 Regional Library systems - NEKLS, CKLS,   
 History & Genealogy Society Libraries  

  
5 things you can find at a public library   
  

1. Historical Collections   
2. Local and Family histories  
3. Databases  

 Ancestry Library Edition  

 Heritage Quest  

 Fold3  
4. Inter-Library Loan (ILL)  

 FHL Catalog, changes  

 World Cat, OCLC  
5. Help/Personal Knowledge  

  
Libraries are our friends, as well as the librarians that work there! 
You never know what information or help you might find there. 
Explore your local library and any of the libraries where your 
ancestors lived. You just might unearth a treasure of biblical 
proportions.  
  



Researching at Your Public Library 
Sherri Camp  

Genealogy Librarian 
scamp@tscpl.org 

 
 



Researching at Your Public Library 
Sherri Camp  

Genealogy Librarian 
scamp@tscpl.org 

 

 



Researching at Your Public Library 
Sherri Camp  

Genealogy Librarian 
scamp@tscpl.org 

 

 

Helpful Links 

 
 Family History Library Catalog 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Introduction_to_the_FamilySearch_Catalog 
 FamilySearch Wiki - https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page  

o Research Outlines - https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Research_Outlines 
 Library of Congress Catalog - https://eresources.loc.gov/ 

 College libraries - finding aids  
o University of Kansas Kenneth Spencer Research Collection -https://aeon.lib.ku.edu/aeon 
o Yale Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library - https://beinecke.library.yale.edu/ 

 State Archives  
o Kansas 
o Missouri 
o Oklahoma 
o Arkansas 

 Local Libraries 
o Midwest Genealogy Center - https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy  
o Kansas City Public Library – Missouri Valley Room - https://kchistory.org/  
o Johnson County Pu7blic Library - https://www.jocolibrary.org/research/our-genealogy-

experts-johnson-county-kansas  
o Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library – https://www.tscpl.org/genealogy 

 Association of Libraries – https://www.librarytechnology.org/libraries    
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