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 Genealogy & Family History-Perfect Social Media 
 
Claire V. Brisson-Banks, BS, MLIS, AG®       


 
 


 
This class covers a variety of Internet-based tools that assist with connecting and keeping in touch with family 
while locating new family information and staying up-to-date with genealogical technology and social media. 
Wikipedia defines social media as follows:  
 
“Social media are primarily Internet-based tools for sharing and discussing information among human beings. 
The term most often refers to activities that integrate technology, social interaction, and the construction of 
words, pictures, videos and audio. This interaction, and the manner in which information is presented, 
depends on the varied perspectives and "building" of shared meaning among communities, as people share 
their stories and experiences.”  
 


Topics Presented 


• RSS Feeds 


• The Old Reader 


• Cyndi’s List: Podcasts 


• iTunes: Genealogy Apps 


• Smart Phone Apps 


• Blogs (https://blogger.com)  


• Eastman Online Genealogical Newsletter; FamilySearch Blog; Geneabloggers; Genea-Musings; 
Ancestral Discoveries; GeneaNet; Accidental Genealogist; Myrts Musings 


• Wikis (https://mediawiki.org)  


• FamilySearch Research Wiki; WikiTree; Wikipedia; Rootsweb; Familypedia; Media Wiki; PB 
Works 


• Family Websites 


• John Pack; Create & Maintain Family Associations or Organizations; Family Crossings 


• Photo Sharing 


• Flickr; Shutterfly; MyHeritage.com 


• Pins 


• Pintrest: History Pin 


• Video Contact 


• Skype for desktop & devices   


• Video Calls: Facebook; Imo; Discord, Chat; Zoom; Whatsapp, Marco Polo me, etc. 


• Cell Video: Android, Facetime, Duo, etc. 



mailto:claire@timelessgen.com
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• Social Media & Online Trees 


• Facebook; Facebook Genealogical Applications; Facebook FS Research Communities; Twitter; 
Instagram 


• Grave Networking 


• FindaGrave | Billion Graves | Deceasedonline.com (UK)| UKBurials.com | Interment.net 


• Genes Reunited; WikiTree 


• FamilySearch Family Tree; Ancestry Tree; MyHeritage Tree; FindMyPast Tree; Fold3 
Honor Wall 


• DNA 


• Family Tree DNA, My Heritage DNA, Ancestry DNA, Living DNA 


• A DNA Guide | Gedmatch.com 


• Software:  
• FamilySearch Solutions Gallery; PC and Mac: Online and Portable Genealogical Software 


Programs 


• Portable Apps Connect with Online & Desktop Databases 


• Google Earth; Training on Google Earth 


• Digital Genealogical Books and Readers 


• FamilySearch Digitized Books Collection/ Archive.org 


• YouTube Genealogical Training 


• FamilySearch; Ancestry Online Research Classes; Dear Myrtle YouTube Videos 


• Dropbox – Google Docs – Your Files online 


• Genealogy Training in Second Life 


• Social Media Guide Books 


 


Websites Referenced 


 


RSS: https://www.apple.com/itunes/download  


 


Newsreaders: https://www.theoldreader.com   


 


Blogs  


https://wwweogncom.wildapricot.org/: https://www.familysearch.org/blog:  


https://geneabloggers.com  : https://geneamusings.com    


https://en.geneanet.org/genealogyblog : http://www.ancestraldiscoveries.com  


https://theaccidentalgenealogist.com/category/beginning-genealog  
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https://blog.dearmyrtle.com/  : https://blogger.com     


 


Wikis  


https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Main_Page   |https://www.wikitree.com |https://www.wikipedia.org  


https://wiki.rootsweb.com/wiki.php/Main_Page |https://www.mediawiki.org  


 


Family Websites 


https://www.johnpackfamily.com 


https://familysearch.org/lear/wiki/en/Create_and_Maintain_Family_Associations_or_Organizations 


https://familycrossings.com/website 


 


Online Photo Storage 


https://www.flickr.com  | https://www.shutterfly.com |https://www.myheritage.com   


Pins  https://pinterest.com/ : https://historypin.com/ 


 


Online Video Contact 


https://www.skype.com   |https://www.facebook.com  |https://chat.google.com |https://www.imo.im 


https://duo.google.com    |https://discord.com      |https://www/zoom.com|https://www/marcopolo.me           


Android Calls | iPhone | Facetime 


Social Media Sites & Online Trees 


https://www.facebook.com     |Facebook Genealogical apps | FS Research Pages  


https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/FamilySearch_Genealogy_Research_Groups  


https://www.twitter.com  | https://www.instagram.com  


https://www.findagrave.com  | https://www.billiongraves.com  


https://www.deceasedonline.com/ | http://www.interment.net    


https://www.genesreunited.com | https://www.wikitree.com 


https://www.familysearch.org/tree | https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree 


https://myheritage.com/pedigree-tree | https://www.findmypast.co.uk/search-family-tree 


https://www.fold3.com/wall  


 


DNA 


https://www.smarterhobby.com/genealogy/best-dna-test/ | https://www.gedmatch.com  


 
Software 


https://partners.familysearch.org/solutionsgallery/s/  
PC/MAC Genealogical Data Management  
https://ancquest.com *| https://www.familytreemaker.com | https://www.heredis.com   
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https://www.legacyfamilytree.com |  https://www.rootsmagic.com/  | https://www.macgenealogy.org/  
Online Genealogical Data Management  
https://trees.ancestry.com/ | https://www.genesreunited.co.uk  | https://www.phpgedview.net    
https://www.myheritage.com/page/online-family-tree  |https://onegreatfamily.com   
https://lythgoes.net/genealogy/software.php | https://www.wikitree.com  
 


Portable Phone Apps Connect with Online & Desktop Trees & Data 
https://www.ancestry.com |https://www.familysearch.org |https://www.myheritage.com 
https://www.synium.de/products/mobilefamilytree/index.html | https://www.heredis.com 
https://www.findmypast.com  
 
Mobile Genealogical Applications 
https://play.google.com/store |https://www.apple.com  
 
Mapping Ancestral Places with Google Earth 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Google+Earth+and+Genealogy  
 
Learning Online 
https://books.google.com ||https://familysearch.org/#form=books  
https://google.com → “You Tube Genealogy Training Videos” 
https://familysearch.org →Click on “?” in upper right  
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Ancestry-Academy 
https://www.youtube.com/user/DearMYRTLE  
 
Files Online 
https://adrive.com/ |https://dropbox.com/ |https://box.com |https://openoffice.org/  
https://zoho.com/ |https://www.drive.google.com  |https://www.onedrive.com  
 
Second Life Virtual Training 
https://secondlife.com/ | “Just Genealogy” 
 
Reading Materials  
Social Media for Family Historians by Carole Riley |Social Networking for Genealogists by Drew Smith 
Mobile Genealogy: How to Use Your Tablet and Smartphone for Family History Research by Lisa Louise Cooke 
The Social Media Guide for Ancestral Research by Claire Brisson-Banks 
 


The future holds the promise of new technological developments to assist in locating more of those long-lost 
ancestors with online records and open communications between families wherever they are living. Embrace the 
future of genealogy as it expands and brings together the family of man. 
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How to Conduct an Oral History Interview 


 


List of Topics Discussed: 


1. Why Conduct Oral History 


2. Preparing for an Oral History Interview 


3. Pre-Interview Research 


4. Formulating Questions 


5. Setting Up for an Interview 


6. How to Get the Most Out of an Interview 


7. How to Avoid Mistakes 


8. What to do After the Interview 


 


Example Oral History Questions: 


1. How would you describe your childhood? 


2. Who were the most influential people in your childhood?   


3. What are some of your favorite stories from your childhood? 


4. What do you remember about your grandparents? 


5. How would you describe your educational experiences?   


6. Describe your employment history after high school/college 


7. How did your family influence your career?   


8. What lessons did you learn in your life? 


9. What was your proudest moment? 


10. What advice would you give to future generations? 
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How to Date 
olD 


PHotograPHs


1


Where to begin?


Consider the source of the photo.  Who gave it
to you?  Who owned it before you?


Use previous research -- census data, birth/death
dates, family documents, wills, Bible records, and
newspapers, etc. -- to frame your investigation


Start with what you 
already know!


2


Next?  Analyze the Photo Elements


What type of photo is this?  What film processes
were used to create it?


Is this a special gathering or family event?


Is there any Information on the photo that would
tell the name of the photographer, studio, or time
period?


Do the Fashions -- costumes, hair, accessories, 
props & backdrops, etc. -- indicate a particular time
period?


3


A Timeline of Early Photography
Source:  Nickell, Joe.  Camera Clues.  Lexington, KY.  University Press of Kentucky, ©1994.


1839 – 1860 Daguerreotypes


1855 – 1865 Ambrotypes


1856 – 1945 Tintypes


1854 – 1925 Carte de Visite


1866 – 1930 Cabinet Prints


1902 – 1940 Postcards


1885 + Roll-film (1889 -1st Portable Camera)


1991 + Digital photography goes public


4


Earliest types of Photos/Processes


 Copper plate coated with silver
and other chemicals


 Mirror-like surface, best viewed
at an angle


 Glass, brass mat, & velvet pad, 
framed in a case


 Use city directories or Craig’s
Daguerreian Registry to date
 studio (craigcamera.com/dag)


DAGUERREOTYPE  (1839-1860)


5


Rufus P.  Anson – NYC 
589 Broadway, 1853+


 Encased glass, coated in a glue-like liquid
then treated with light-sensitive chemicals
like silver nitrate to bring up the image


 Often backed with dark varnish or cloth


AMBROTYPES  (1855-1865+)


TINTYPES (1856-1945)
 Processed like ambrotypes on a thin


sheet of iron, sealed with varnish
 Could be encased, but not essential


 Popular at battlefields, carnivals, 
beaches, etc.


6
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 Small, albumen-coated paper photo, 
mounted on a 2.5” x 4” card


 8 images/duplicates per glass plate


CARTE DE VISITE (1854-1925)


CABINET CARDS (1866-1930)
 4.25” x 6.5” card-mounted, paper 


photos often with decorative edges
 Larger size = higher quality images
 Between 1886 and 1895, it was 


popular to include the name and/or 
location of the photographer’s studio


7


POSTCARDS ( About 1900 – 1925)


• Photo image developed 
onto cardstock then 
imprinted with a 
postcard back 


• Pre-1902, USPS allowed 
only an address on the 
back of card


• Look for postmark and 
the postage value to 
help date the photo!


8


THE AGE OF ROLL FILM & BEYOND


Commercial (professional) product is still best, but …


Personal photography improving


1920s – 35 mm lens


1930s – Single-lens reflex /SLR lenses 


1936 – 35 mm color film


1948 – The Polaroid 95 (instant) camera


1975 (1981 to the public) – Digital photography


CHANGES IN…


1885 1889 1900


Film  Cameras 
(esp. Kodak)


$1 “Box Brownie” - photography 
now available to the masses


9


gatherings & Special Events


• Work “in 
committee”


• Look closely for 
elements –
clothing, seasonal 
decor, landmarks, 
etc. – for clues that 
indicate the 
location and type 
of event


10


Photo Detective #1


Analyzing Gatherings & Events


What events might be 
captured in these photos?


11


A Word about Weddings
Look for tell-tale accessories & props
Rings, veils, flowers, bows, tiaras (~ 1901)
“Jumping the Broom”, chuppahs, etc.


Colors:  White dresses (1840+)
New trends, like brown (1870s & 1880s)
Blue = fidelity
Purple = in honor of Civil War dead


One-time wear dresses were impractical.                                      
Solutions?  Alter and recycle or hand                                             
down through the generations.


12
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Hidden in Plain Sight:


Information on the Photo


Name of studio or photographer  
Follow-up with a city directory or 


simple Internet search


Type of finish
Color of card
Style of corners, photo        


borders, and lettering


Civil War tax stamp (1864-66)      
Usually cancelled with the 


photographer’s initials & a date
13


Finally Fashion:
Costumes, Hair, & More


14


WOMEN


Dress Length & cut of skirt, bodice, and sleeve


Hair Up?  Down?  Curls?  Bangs?


Accessories Jewelry, gloves, bags


MEN


Jacket Length, cut (especial lapel), and trim


Shirt Collars Folded over?  Standing up?


Hair Facial hair (more than hair cut)


Accessories Neckties, hats, pocket squares


19th Century Fashion:  Women


Hair – up/down, curls


Style of sleeve


Bodice style


Style and cut of skirt


15


19th Century Fashion:  Men


Hair style (including  
absence or style of 
facial hair)


Style of collar


Neck tie style


Jacket type


Lapel


16


Early 20th Century Fashion


WOMEN MEN


Early 
1900s


Emphasis on curves, tight 
waists, and hems to the 
ground.  Big hair, big hats.


High,
starched 
collars


WWI
Fuller shorter skirts, and 
trousers on the scene


Hats rule the scene


1920s Optimistic, fun for all.  It’s all about the accessories!


1930s
Less flamboyant, very 
feminine styles


Trouser legs remain 
wide through the 1930s


1940s Things REALLY begin to change!


17


Dating Military Photos
Analyze the style of the 


uniform, covers, and other 
accessories


Does the uniform indicate a 
specific branch of service or 
military rank?


Check the background                    
for identifiable landmarks


See Slide 23 for websites featuring 
illustrations of military uniforms.


18
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Photo Detective #2:


Children’s Photos


What other information 
can we use to date these 
photos?


19


How many boys are in 
this top photo?


Props, Poses & Backdrops
Props (and vehicles!): 


1870s “Penny-farthing” bicycle 
What prop do you see in the woman’s 


photo below?


Poses: 
Full-length (1860s), head-and-shoulders 
(1890s), over the shoulder (1920s)


Backdrop Timeline:  


20


1860 1870 1880 1890


Plain Elaborate Outdoorsy Home-like


Internet Images & the Sailor Suit


21


Recap & Reminders
t = tYPe. Remember that 


different photo processes were in 
vogue at the same time.


g = gatHerINg. Allow 
research & resources – both print 
& online – to guide the dating 
process whenever possible.


I = INFo. Don’t overlook clues 
hiding in plain sight.


F = FasHIoN. Remember that 
– like clothing and hair – photos 
themselves had a datable “style”.


22


Next Steps
It’s a Match!  Use published photo collections and websites like 
those shown below to search for professionally dated images with 
elements that match those in your photos.


 www.loc.gov/pictures 


 https://history.army.mil/html/museums/uniforms/survey_uwa.pdf 


 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Military_uniforms   


Keep learning!  Check your library’s collection of how-to books 
and take advantage of magazine articles, webinars, and other   
online resources like:


 www.phototree.com/ 


 Rochester Institute of Technology’s 
http://www.graphicsatlas.org/identification/


23
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Family	Chart	
	
Spelling	Variations	of	Family	Member’s	Names:		
	
Birth/Christening	Date:	
	
Birth	Place:		
	
Baptism:	
	
Occupation:		
	
Friends,	neighbors,	unions,	professional	organizations,	clubs,	religious	
affiliation:	
	
	
Marriage	to	whom	and	when:	
	
Marriage	Place:	
	
Birth	of	Children:	infant	deaths,	children’s	names	used	again,	twins,	age	
order		
	
Immigrations	from	where	to	where	and	when:	
	
Places	of	Residence	at	time	of	several	censuses:	
	
	
Military	Duties:	
	
Deeds	or	Tax	records:	
	
Naturalization	Date:	
	
Wills	and	trusts:	
	
Death	Date	and	Place:	
	
Burial	Date	and	Place:	








Family History Research Tips 
 


1.  Use Google Chrome browser with FamilySearch.org.  
Start with yourself in Family Tree.  Connect yourself to a deceased person by 
adding living people as placeholders in Family Tree until you get to other person 
pages of ancestors who have already been added to the tree.  This is called 
building a bridge between the living and the deceased.  Don’t forget to document 
yourself for your current or future descendants.   


 
2.   Check for duplicates and add sources to deceased persons and to each member 


of their family.  Use the “Research Helps/Hints,” “Similar Records,” “Unfinished 
Attachments,” and “FamilySearch” links on each person’s page to document 
what you know.  


 
3.   Include your personal knowledge/records that you have at home or can gather 


from relatives or friends of relatives.  Don’t forget information on other 
computer programs/notes (PAF, RootsMagic, etc.). 


 
4.  Use the email or internal “Send a Message” feature in FamilySearch.org to 


connect with others who are working on the same lines as you are, even if it is 
not the same exact individual. 


 
5.  Research one whole family at a time, not just an individual.  Capture every detail 


about who they were, where they lived, and who was in the family.  Examine 
each record you find for every detail it has and make sure it is reflected on the 
person’s page and is clearly explained.  A research log may be helpful in addition 
to making notes to edit Person Pages later and to help figure out relationships. 


 
6.  Don’t go the next generation back until you are sure of the one closest to you.  


Have a solid link from you to the last person on Family Tree.  However, when you 
are searching for documents on an individual, look for the most recently created 
records.  They are usually easier to find and will give you something to start with 
to help look for other family members.  For example, find the death record 
before the birth record since it may be easier to find and may be more complete. 


 
7.  Continue to expand your knowledge of the family by making notes on a “Family 


Chart.”  (See another added file.) This will help you focus your research and 
remind you to look for other documents.  Some details might spark an idea for a 
different conclusion when viewed chronologically on a chart or a timeline.   







 
8.  As you study each family, ask yourself questions about the details and events in 


their lives, such as: 


• Is it logical or reasonable that…?  


• Are the children listed with reasonable time spaces?   


• Could there be twins?   


• Is there a name that was used again for another child that died?   


• Is it a heritage name?   


• Why are no children listed for this couple or only one? 


• What other records or paper trail might I look for?  


• Who else might have known and recorded information about….?  


• What else can this information tell me, or where can it direct me besides the 
obvious?  


• Does this make sense timewise?  Place-wise?  Relationship-wise?  What 
doesn’t make sense?  Why not? 


• Certificates or Tax Records – Is there a family relationship to the witness, or 
the recorder, or who performed the ceremony?  Or paid the tax bill? 


• Photos of your ancestors – When were they born?  Where did they live?  Who 
else is in the photo?  What is their relationship?  Where was it taken?   What 
was the event or time period? 


 
9.  Let the data and research prove or confirm your information.  Let it prove the 


information you already have, or that has “always” been known, instead of the 
reverse.  


 
Basic Records and the usual order of searching them. 
 
1.  U.S. Federal Census – In the USA every 10 years from 1790-1930; then check 


available state, county, local censuses.  
2.   Vital Records – lists, indexes and certificates of birth, marriage, and death; search 


these records chronologically. 
3.   Probate Records – wills, trusts, etc.  
4.   Land Records – deeds and taxes 
 
Why Census Records? 
 
Census information is usually readily available, fairly easy to access, and frequently 
reliable.  The information provided there is very helpful and the “what’s missing” 
can help you ask different questions using common sense or logical deduction.  







Repetition of information can add confidence and surety to your knowledge of 
family members and events, even though they are secondary sources given by one 
member of the family or even a neighbor. 
 
Check name changes – nicknames or “Americanization”, ages, occupations, new 
relationships or others living with the family.   Always look about 3 pages before and 
after the family to notice family friends that move to new places with the family or 
individuals that move-in with the family through the years as boarders or by 
marriage. 
 
DON’T: assume correctness, completeness, or the spelling of names is accurate or 
that the wife is the mother of any or all children, or that records before 1850 can’t 
help. 
 
DO: pay attention to the information at the top of the census page, study the 
handwriting, watch for families on split pages, look for repeat neighbors (friends 
sometimes moved together), find your ancestors in every census taken during their 
lifetime, look for all the surnames of your ancestor in the same county, use maps as 
you search, consider and accommodate typos when using indexes, note real estate 
values and look for deeds or wills, look for maiden names. 
 
Major differences in records of each census year: 
 
1790-1840 – head of household by surname/given name, gender by age range 
brackets, ages by age range brackets, number of slaves in some states. 
 
1850-1930 – Every person in household listed, age; starting in 1880 – relationship to 
the head of household and birthplaces of parents, property, occupation, 
homeowner/renter on later censuses 
 
1900 additions – birth month and year of every person, number of children born and 
number living for each mother, number of years married, 
immigration/naturalization dates. 
 
Additional Search Tips: 
 
1.  Adjust the Search Filters to find a balance between entering too much and not 


enough.   50-100 is a target range for search results to find several extended 
family members on a site.  Fewer results are needed if you have several known 







facts.  Start with less information and then add more.  Use the exact boxes 
selectively.  Use the Collections Tab to find specific information you are missing 
on FamilySearch.org. Use the “Find Similar People” tab on the Person Page to 
help you find more relatives. 


 
2.  Provide a year range instead of an exact date.  Broaden the location instead of 


starting with the city, county and state.  This is not a fill in the blank exercise!  Try 
just a marriage date, or just a death date or just the birth date with the 
residence.  Numerical ranges (age ranges, ranges of years to be searched, etc.) 
seem to cause matches to be missed more often than any other required element 
in searches.  If you don’t find someone you think should be there, try taking 
numerical ranges out of your search requirements first. 


3.  Consider initials, nicknames, misspellings, phonetic spellings, and name changes, 
of both the people and the locations.  Learn cultural and location naming 
patterns. 


 
4.  Try just the surname (birth and married for women) and a location.  Use both 


couple’s surnames and a year range in a location.  Try different combinations of 
relatives.  Look for the children of the parents by searching just for records of 
both parents together.  Try the parents’ names and the spouse’s name only.  Put 
in just a last name and then the geographic location to find all the people in that 
city or county or on a rare name in the state to see other possible family 
members.   


 
5.  Remember that middle and first names were often used inter-changeably and 


middle names of men were frequently the birth name of the mother. 
 
6.  Use different places and levels of jurisdictions for records.  Example: Where were 


the records sent when the church was closed?  OR, were county records also sent 
to the state? OR, was the location for records storage changed with geographic 
boundary changes? 


 
7.  Try different date ranges to determine if a record was recorded later.  Especially 


births, christenings, wills and land records. 
 
8.  For very common names restrict collections to one record group with the 


location if you know it, for example, Utah 1860 U.S. Census.  If you narrow 
quickly, then make a note of it and then search the surrounding locations (cities, 







counties and states) and other record types to find additional branches of the 
family or where the family relocated.  Reset the restrict filter to make sure you 
have cleared the previous ones.  Refresh the page also. 


 
9.  Search for a close relative or a neighbor and track them to see how their lives 


crossed. 
 
10. It can be helpful when trying to prove identity and your connection to a specific 


individual versus another by the same name to document each of them over a 
period of time with what you can find.  Take time to prove that one of them is 
NOT your relative. 


 
11.  The 4 Giant Worldwide Sites are FamilySearch.org, Ancestry.com, 


FindMyPast.com, and MyHeritage.com.  Each of these has spelling variation 
searches built into their search features, but still use name variations in 
multiple searches.  Also use wildcards in FamilySearch.org.  On other less 
sophisticated websites and also on Google, try some of the search ideas below: 


 
a) Phrases in quotes. 


b) Boolean operands (AND, OR, NOT) to include names and places. 


c) In advanced search options use “with all the words, with the exact phrase, 
with at least one of the words, without the words,” etc. 


d) Use your browser’s Find on Page feature to more easily search for 
occurrences of the town name in the narrowed county results if there are 
several hits.  You can use Ctrl+F also to find names or places on a page with 
lots of search results. 


e) Use? to replace one character in a name or place.  Use * to replace zero or 
more characters in a name or place.  Use both in one word.  Use more than 
one of each in a word also.  For example: Wal*er finds Waler, Walter and 
Walker.  Wal*e* also finds Walters and Walenbach.  W?l*er also finds Wiler, 
Willer, Wyler, etc. 


f) Try wild card searches to replace the vowels in the first three letters of the 
name. This is called an AEIOUY search. This type of search (example: man*, 
men*, min*, mon*, mun*, and myn*) is very good for finding not only 
occurrences of the surname Monday, but also Mandee, Mandie, Mandy, 
Mondee, Mondy, Munday, and Mundy. 













Family	Chart	
	
Spelling	Variations	of	Family	Member’s	Names:		
	
Birth/Christening	Date:	
	
Birth	Place:		
	
Baptism:	
	
Occupation:		
	
Friends,	neighbors,	unions,	professional	organizations,	clubs,	religious	
affiliation:	
	
	
Marriage	to	whom	and	when:	
	
Marriage	Place:	
	
Birth	of	Children:	infant	deaths,	children’s	names	used	again,	twins,	age	
order		
	
Immigrations	from	where	to	where	and	when:	
	
Places	of	Residence	at	time	of	several	censuses:	
	
	
Military	Duties:	
	
Deeds	or	Tax	records:	
	
Naturalization	Date:	
	
Wills	and	trusts:	
	
Death	Date	and	Place:	
	
Burial	Date	and	Place:	








Family History Research Tips 
 


1.  Use Google Chrome browser with FamilySearch.org.  
Start with yourself in Family Tree.  Connect yourself to a deceased person by 
adding living people as placeholders in Family Tree until you get to other person 
pages of ancestors who have already been added to the tree.  This is called 
building a bridge between the living and the deceased.  Don’t forget to document 
yourself for your current or future descendants.   


 
2.   Check for duplicates and add sources to deceased persons and to each member 


of their family.  Use the “Research Helps/Hints,” “Similar Records,” “Unfinished 
Attachments,” and “FamilySearch” links on each person’s page to document 
what you know.  


 
3.   Include your personal knowledge/records that you have at home or can gather 


from relatives or friends of relatives.  Don’t forget information on other 
computer programs/notes (PAF, RootsMagic, etc.). 


 
4.  Use the email or internal “Send a Message” feature in FamilySearch.org to 


connect with others who are working on the same lines as you are, even if it is 
not the same exact individual. 


 
5.  Research one whole family at a time, not just an individual.  Capture every detail 


about who they were, where they lived, and who was in the family.  Examine 
each record you find for every detail it has and make sure it is reflected on the 
person’s page and is clearly explained.  A research log may be helpful in addition 
to making notes to edit Person Pages later and to help figure out relationships. 


 
6.  Don’t go the next generation back until you are sure of the one closest to you.  


Have a solid link from you to the last person on Family Tree.  However, when you 
are searching for documents on an individual, look for the most recently created 
records.  They are usually easier to find and will give you something to start with 
to help look for other family members.  For example, find the death record 
before the birth record since it may be easier to find and may be more complete. 


 
7.  Continue to expand your knowledge of the family by making notes on a “Family 


Chart.”  (See another added file.) This will help you focus your research and 
remind you to look for other documents.  Some details might spark an idea for a 
different conclusion when viewed chronologically on a chart or a timeline.   







 
8.  As you study each family, ask yourself questions about the details and events in 


their lives, such as: 


• Is it logical or reasonable that…?  


• Are the children listed with reasonable time spaces?   


• Could there be twins?   


• Is there a name that was used again for another child that died?   


• Is it a heritage name?   


• Why are no children listed for this couple or only one? 


• What other records or paper trail might I look for?  


• Who else might have known and recorded information about….?  


• What else can this information tell me, or where can it direct me besides the 
obvious?  


• Does this make sense timewise?  Place-wise?  Relationship-wise?  What 
doesn’t make sense?  Why not? 


• Certificates or Tax Records – Is there a family relationship to the witness, or 
the recorder, or who performed the ceremony?  Or paid the tax bill? 


• Photos of your ancestors – When were they born?  Where did they live?  Who 
else is in the photo?  What is their relationship?  Where was it taken?   What 
was the event or time period? 


 
9.  Let the data and research prove or confirm your information.  Let it prove the 


information you already have, or that has “always” been known, instead of the 
reverse.  


 
Basic Records and the usual order of searching them. 
 
1.  U.S. Federal Census – In the USA every 10 years from 1790-1930; then check 


available state, county, local censuses.  
2.   Vital Records – lists, indexes and certificates of birth, marriage, and death; search 


these records chronologically. 
3.   Probate Records – wills, trusts, etc.  
4.   Land Records – deeds and taxes 
 
Why Census Records? 
 
Census information is usually readily available, fairly easy to access, and frequently 
reliable.  The information provided there is very helpful and the “what’s missing” 
can help you ask different questions using common sense or logical deduction.  







Repetition of information can add confidence and surety to your knowledge of 
family members and events, even though they are secondary sources given by one 
member of the family or even a neighbor. 
 
Check name changes – nicknames or “Americanization”, ages, occupations, new 
relationships or others living with the family.   Always look about 3 pages before and 
after the family to notice family friends that move to new places with the family or 
individuals that move-in with the family through the years as boarders or by 
marriage. 
 
DON’T: assume correctness, completeness, or the spelling of names is accurate or 
that the wife is the mother of any or all children, or that records before 1850 can’t 
help. 
 
DO: pay attention to the information at the top of the census page, study the 
handwriting, watch for families on split pages, look for repeat neighbors (friends 
sometimes moved together), find your ancestors in every census taken during their 
lifetime, look for all the surnames of your ancestor in the same county, use maps as 
you search, consider and accommodate typos when using indexes, note real estate 
values and look for deeds or wills, look for maiden names. 
 
Major differences in records of each census year: 
 
1790-1840 – head of household by surname/given name, gender by age range 
brackets, ages by age range brackets, number of slaves in some states. 
 
1850-1930 – Every person in household listed, age; starting in 1880 – relationship to 
the head of household and birthplaces of parents, property, occupation, 
homeowner/renter on later censuses 
 
1900 additions – birth month and year of every person, number of children born and 
number living for each mother, number of years married, 
immigration/naturalization dates. 
 
Additional Search Tips: 
 
1.  Adjust the Search Filters to find a balance between entering too much and not 


enough.   50-100 is a target range for search results to find several extended 
family members on a site.  Fewer results are needed if you have several known 







facts.  Start with less information and then add more.  Use the exact boxes 
selectively.  Use the Collections Tab to find specific information you are missing 
on FamilySearch.org. Use the “Find Similar People” tab on the Person Page to 
help you find more relatives. 


 
2.  Provide a year range instead of an exact date.  Broaden the location instead of 


starting with the city, county and state.  This is not a fill in the blank exercise!  Try 
just a marriage date, or just a death date or just the birth date with the 
residence.  Numerical ranges (age ranges, ranges of years to be searched, etc.) 
seem to cause matches to be missed more often than any other required element 
in searches.  If you don’t find someone you think should be there, try taking 
numerical ranges out of your search requirements first. 


3.  Consider initials, nicknames, misspellings, phonetic spellings, and name changes, 
of both the people and the locations.  Learn cultural and location naming 
patterns. 


 
4.  Try just the surname (birth and married for women) and a location.  Use both 


couple’s surnames and a year range in a location.  Try different combinations of 
relatives.  Look for the children of the parents by searching just for records of 
both parents together.  Try the parents’ names and the spouse’s name only.  Put 
in just a last name and then the geographic location to find all the people in that 
city or county or on a rare name in the state to see other possible family 
members.   


 
5.  Remember that middle and first names were often used inter-changeably and 


middle names of men were frequently the birth name of the mother. 
 
6.  Use different places and levels of jurisdictions for records.  Example: Where were 


the records sent when the church was closed?  OR, were county records also sent 
to the state? OR, was the location for records storage changed with geographic 
boundary changes? 


 
7.  Try different date ranges to determine if a record was recorded later.  Especially 


births, christenings, wills and land records. 
 
8.  For very common names restrict collections to one record group with the 


location if you know it, for example, Utah 1860 U.S. Census.  If you narrow 
quickly, then make a note of it and then search the surrounding locations (cities, 







counties and states) and other record types to find additional branches of the 
family or where the family relocated.  Reset the restrict filter to make sure you 
have cleared the previous ones.  Refresh the page also. 


 
9.  Search for a close relative or a neighbor and track them to see how their lives 


crossed. 
 
10. It can be helpful when trying to prove identity and your connection to a specific 


individual versus another by the same name to document each of them over a 
period of time with what you can find.  Take time to prove that one of them is 
NOT your relative. 


 
11.  The 4 Giant Worldwide Sites are FamilySearch.org, Ancestry.com, 


FindMyPast.com, and MyHeritage.com.  Each of these has spelling variation 
searches built into their search features, but still use name variations in 
multiple searches.  Also use wildcards in FamilySearch.org.  On other less 
sophisticated websites and also on Google, try some of the search ideas below: 


 
a) Phrases in quotes. 


b) Boolean operands (AND, OR, NOT) to include names and places. 


c) In advanced search options use “with all the words, with the exact phrase, 
with at least one of the words, without the words,” etc. 


d) Use your browser’s Find on Page feature to more easily search for 
occurrences of the town name in the narrowed county results if there are 
several hits.  You can use Ctrl+F also to find names or places on a page with 
lots of search results. 


e) Use? to replace one character in a name or place.  Use * to replace zero or 
more characters in a name or place.  Use both in one word.  Use more than 
one of each in a word also.  For example: Wal*er finds Waler, Walter and 
Walker.  Wal*e* also finds Walters and Walenbach.  W?l*er also finds Wiler, 
Willer, Wyler, etc. 


f) Try wild card searches to replace the vowels in the first three letters of the 
name. This is called an AEIOUY search. This type of search (example: man*, 
men*, min*, mon*, mun*, and myn*) is very good for finding not only 
occurrences of the surname Monday, but also Mandee, Mandie, Mandy, 
Mondee, Mondy, Munday, and Mundy. 
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How to Trace Your Irish Ancestors Back to the Homeland 
Presentation to GenealogyKC 2022 


Presenter: John Manning 
 


Background 


• Successful research in Irish genealogy depends upon knowing the exact location in Ireland 
where your ancestors were born and came from. Typically, those clues can be found in the 
records they left behind here in the United States. 


Challenges in Irish Research (Irish Records) 


• The fire that occurred during the Irish Civil War on June 30, 1922, at the Four Courts at the 
Public Records Office (PRO) was devastating. Despite popular misconception, not all records 
were destroyed. Some of the documents that survived include: 


o The 1901 and 1911 Irish census returns 
o Several Church of Ireland parish registers 
o Roman Catholics, Presbyterian, and Methodist baptism, marriage, and burial records 


were not housed at the PRO. 
o Griffiths Valuation (19th-century land and property records) 
o Indexes to wills and probate bonds 
o Several local muster rolls, poll tax lists, and other records date back to the early 1600s. 


Challenges in Irish Research (US Records) 


• Passenger lists of Irish immigrants to the US from the 18th and 19th centuries are incomplete or 
non-existent. If names can be identified, they often list only the head of household. 


• Vital records recording births, marriages, and deaths varied from state to state, and not all these 
records survived. (e.g., loss of antebellum records from burnt courthouses during the US Civil 
War). 


• Early census records were not very explicit (e.g., tic marks used to record information in 
columns) but held more information as each new census gathered more data. 


• Church records may not always be accessible, legible, or complete. 
• Personal diaries, papers, Bibles, and artifacts are lost or scattered among distant relatives. 


Start With What You Know 


• Identify the ancestor to be researched 
o Evaluate the records you have from the immigrant's arrival until death. 
o Collect the names of friends, acquaintances, and neighbors who may have associated 


with your immigrant ancestor. 
o Have you interviewed key family members who may have knowledge or artifacts of your 


ancestor? 
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• What are some of the sources of information we can use? 


o Passenger lists 
o Citizenship and/or 


naturalization papers 
o Church records 
o Vital records ((birth, marriage 
o      and death) 
o US Census 
o Newspapers (obituaries,      


marriage notices, local news, 
etc.) 


o Cemetery records/headstone 
inscriptions 


o Land and property records (land 
grants, deeds, bounty lands) 


o Probate records (wills, probate 
case files) 


o Military Records 
o Tax lists 
o Voting registers 
o Local histories 
o Family artifacts    


 


 


Timeline of Irish Immigration to the US 


• Colonial Era (1600s – 1776) 
o Scots-Irish (Ulster Irish) immigrants from Ulster 
o Poor Harvests, Rackrents, Agricultural Riots 
o Indentured Servants/New Opportunities 
o Potato Famine (1740-41) 


• Opportunities (1780 – 1820) 
o Labor needed to build canals, roads, and railways in the rapidly expanding US economy.  


• The Great Famine Era (1820 – 1860) 
o Irish Potato Blight/Starvation (1845 – 1855) 
o Irish Catholic Migration 


• Post Famine Era (1860 – 1900) 
o "Chain Migration" 
o Cheaper and faster passage to the US on steamships 


• 20th Century (1900 – 1950) 
o Irish Civil War/Formation of the Irish Free State 
o Great Depression and World War II 


Passenger Lists/immigration 


• Immigration periods: 
o The earliest waves of Irish emigration date to the second half of the 17th Century, 


primarily to Newfoundland in British North America. 
o Approximately 8 million men, women, and children emigrated from Ireland between 


1801 and 1921. 
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• Primary ports of departure: 
o Londonderry and Belfast were essential ports for emigrants from Northern Ireland who 


sailed to British North America and the United States. 
o Approximately 2.5 million emigrants left Ireland via Cobh (Queenstown) port in County 


Cork. 
o Over time, travel to North America from Liverpool became very cheap, and many Irish 


immigrants made the transatlantic journey from that port. 
• Primary ports of entry for Irish to the US - New York, Boston, Philadelphia, New Orleans 
• 1900, 1910, 1920, and 1930 censuses indicate the person's year of immigration to the United 


States. This information helps in locating a ship's passenger arrival list. 


Citizenship and/or Naturalization Papers 


• While this was not unique for the Irish immigrant, there were many reasons that they sought 
citizenship: 


o After years of being denied their political rights by the British, the Irish were deeply 
involved in the political processes in their new home. They cast their votes in higher 
proportions than other ethnic groups.  


o The naturalization process was seen as a means of fitting into American society. 
o Citizenship also provided a means to avoid the nativism prevalent in the mid-1800s by 


becoming involved in the political process. 
• Critical points for searching records: 


o No central index exists. 
o The Federal courts - naturalization records dated before October 1991  are in the 


National Archives. 
o In most cases, NARA will not have a copy of the citizenship certificate granted to a 


petitioner – their holdings typically include only the immigrant's declaration of intention 
(along with any accompanying certificate of arrival) and their petition for naturalization. 


o Naturalization records generated by the state or local courts are often found at state 
archives or county historical societies. 


• US Census records can provide clues about your ancestor's naturalization status. 


Church Records/Vital Records/Census 


• Church records often identified information about where the ancestor came from 
o The parents' names were always recorded for baptisms and usually included in marriage 


records. 
o Sibling relationships in similar records can also be used to validate parental information. 


• Vital records (birth, marriage, death) can be used to correlate/corroborate information needed 
in your research. 


• Census records can provide clues regarding the ancestor's place of birth, immigration, 
naturalization, and if the ancestor's parents were foreign-born. 
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Other Records to Consider 


• Newspapers – especially local papers.  
• Land Records – The first land record of an immigrant often listed their previous place of 


residence. 
• Probate Records – Some immigrants arranged for financial disbursement from their estate to 


family members in Ireland. 
• Military Records – Especially during the period of the US Civil War (Irish soldiers fought on both 


sides of the conflict). Enlistment records and soldier and widow applications often included 
birthplace information. 


• Published Histories/Biographies – These documents are often written by a family member with 
first-hand knowledge of the immigrant. 


• Family Artifacts – May have some reference to where the ancestor came from. 


Sources of Online Information: 


• www.ancestry.com -  Extensive Irish information sources. 
• www.familysearch.org - Extensive Irish information sources. 
• https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Ireland_Emigration_and_Immigration -  Irish Emigration 


and Immigration (FamilySearch Wiki). 
• https://www.genealogybranches.com/irishpassengerlists/  - Irish Passenger Lists Research Guide 
• https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Finding_an_Irish_Ancestor_Using_United_States_Recor


ds - Finding an Irish Ancestor Using United States Records (FamilySearch Wiki). 
• JohnGrenham.com – Irish Ancestors 
• RootsIreland.ie -  Irish Family History Foundation  
• IrishGenealogy.ie – Ireland Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts 
• AskAboutIreland.ie - Cultural Heritage Project is an initiative of Ireland's public libraries 
• NLI.ie – National Library of Ireland 


Recommended Reading: 


• Barrett, James R., The Irish Way: Becoming American in the Multiethnic City, (The Penguin 
History of American Life, 2013), ISBN-10: 9780143122807. 


• Grenham, John, Tracing your Irish Ancestors, 5th ed., (Baltimore, Genealogical Publishing Co., 
2012), ISBN-10: 0717174654. (The newest edition has updated information on Irish internet 
resources). 


• Miller, Kirby A., Emigrants and Exiles: Ireland and the Irish Exodus to North America, Oxford 
University Press, 1988), ISBN-10: 0195051874. 


• Ryan, James G., Irish Records: Sources for Family and Local History, (Salt Lake City, Ancestry 
Publishing, 1997), ISBN: 9780916489229. 


 
 


 


  



http://www.ancestry.com/

http://www.familysearch.org/

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Ireland_Emigration_and_Immigration

https://www.genealogybranches.com/irishpassengerlists/

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Finding_an_Irish_Ancestor_Using_United_States_Records

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Finding_an_Irish_Ancestor_Using_United_States_Records

https://johngrenham.com/

https://www.rootsireland.ie/

https://www.irishgenealogy.ie/en/

http://www.askaboutireland.ie/

http://www.nli.ie/
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Are You Creating Your  


Own Brick Walls? 


                                   Char Mitts 


cjgenealogy@gmail.com  


                      


 


 


Alice: Would you tell me, please, which way I ought to go from here? 


The Cheshire Cat: That depends a good deal on where you want to get 


to. 


Alice: I don’t much care where. 


The Cat: Then it doesn’t much matter which way you go 


“—so long as I get somewhere,” Alice added as an explanation.  


“Oh, you’re sure to do that,” said the Cat, “if you only walk long 


enough.” 


 


Brick Wall? You Need to Know Where You Are Going 


 Have a destination: What are you trying to find? 


 What Do You Already Know? 


 What Lead You to Where You Are Now? 


 What Road Will You Take? 


 What Sign Posts or Landmark Will You be Looking for Along 


the Way? 


 How Will You Know When You Are Off Track? 


 How Will You Know When You Have Arrived? 


 Alice was not prepare – no plan; She jumped into the hole 


chasing the rabbit 


 We do the same thing with our research; just jump into it,      


many times creating our own Brick Walls. 


 


Sometimes We Create Our Own Brick Walls - How can we better prepare?  


 


Your Greatest Asset 


 The previous work you have done 


 Take a fresh detailed look at everything  


 Glean all of its information from every record 


 Do you have documentation for everything you KNOW to be true? 


 



mailto:cjgenealogy@gmail.com
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Enlarge Your Ancestor with Information 


 Write everything down – every details – Leave nothing out 


 To reach the end - the details will make the difference  


 Open a notebook 


 Look at a record 


o Analyze & write down everything you see 


o Don’t leave out information that doesn’t fit 


o Cite the source you are looking at 


o Repeat with the next record – compare with previous 


 Document every assumption as that - not fact 


You Have Just Started Your Research Log 


 


Don’t Go Mad – Reorganize 


 Reorganize the information in different ways 


 Create Lists 


 Spreadsheets 


 Timelines 


 Charts 


 Maps 


 


Which Road to Take? 


 Make a Plan – a Research Plan – a Road Map  


 Where you are going on your journey 


 May contain day trips 


 Write the details 


 What you want to find? 


 What records may contain that information? 


 Where to find the record? 


 What knowledge I need to learn? 


 Where can I develop that knowledge? 


 Webinars, FamilySearch Wiki, FamilySearch Learning Center, Conferences, 


other genealogists 


 


Before You Take Your 1
st
 Step 


 Prepare for your trip – Make a plan, a Research Plan 


 Use a Research Log – Document the journey 


 Stay on the road – don’t veer off 
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o Which road took you in the correct direction? 


o Which roads lead you the wrong way? – off track 


o Which were dead ends? 


 The journey can take a long time – there maybe rest stops 


 Track those sign posts, landmarks and side trips 


 Brick Walls are difficult to pull apart once they are built 


 


Let’s Look at Ways We May Create Our Own Brick Walls 


It’s all in the Name 


 Create List of variations in spelling 


o Incorrect spelled is the rule, not the exception 


o Standardized spelling is a modern invention 


o Recorder used their own language to write foreign names 


o Education level 


o Americanizing the name 


 Name Changes  


 Naming patterns within the family 


o Scottish naming patterns 


o 1
st
 son - paternal grandfather 


o 2
nd


 son - maternal grandfather 


o 3
rd


 son – father 


o Similar for daughters, maternal grandmother, paternal grandmother, 


mother 


 Scandinavian naming patterns - patronymic 


 Similar names of past family members 


 


Looking in the Wrong Location? 


 Don’t Make Assumptions   


o Know the history of the location  


o How did local history impacted your 


ancestor’s life 


o Read county histories & local newspapers 


 Know your Geography 


o Area maps of the timeframe 


o Maps, rivers, mountains, trails, boundaries throughout their life 


o Can dictate where their records are 


o David Rumsey Map Collection https://www.davidrumsey.com/ 


o Digital Sanford Maps – through the Mid-Continent Library System 



https://www.davidrumsey.com/

https://www.davidrumsey.com/
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 Understand the Jurisdiction 


o What records are available for your timeframe 


 Redbook, The Handybook for Genealogist, FamilySearch Wiki 


o Who created the records 


o Who maintains the records 


o Where are the records located 


o May have records in the town, county, regional, state/provincial and 


federal levels 


 Know the Laws of the Day 


 


It’s All in How You Search 


 You Haven’t Collected Enough Data  


 Don’t search for the parents until you know the child 


o Filling in the children - easier to find parents 


 You’re Searching Too Specifically 


o Less is More 


o You’re Only Searching General Collections 


o Hints & Shaky leaves – only uses the top databases 


o Do a search in an individual collection 


o Only looking through indexed records - Search the all the iceberg of 


FamilySearch  


 You’re Not Power Searching –  


o Husband & wife search 


o Surname only in the location 


o Use Boolean operators to search - Learn the language of the computer 


to mine the data 


 You’re Not Using Enough Genealogy Sites or Resources 


o How many do you use? Branch out to other sites 


o Let’s name a few 


o Branch out to other sites 


o Use DNA Research 


 You’re Only Searching Online – Go Local – Plan a visit 


o Connect with a local archive, library or cemetery office 


 


You’re Only Looking for the Person You Want to Find 


What? Stop looking for your ancestor?   


 Look around them as well – siblings, extended family, neighbors 



https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
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 Their FANs – Friends, Associates and Neighbors 


 Those that might have mentioned your ancestor in their records. 


  


Defy Logic! 


 Didn’t own land – don’t search land records.  Big mistake!  


o May be a witness or listed in a life lease, or other type of special 


document.  


 Born in the United States – don’t look at naturalization records – Not True 


o They may be a witness in another’s naturalization papers 


o Women married a foreign born male  


 


Look for your ancestor in all records groups of their FANs even if logic is 


telling you they wouldn’t be listed there.  


 


Let’s Get Talking 


 Verbally Discuss Your Research - for feedback  


o With friends, family members and other 


genealogist. If needed, hire professional 


o They don’t understand the path you took – 


may see something else 


o Can see the holes in your research 


 Asked for Help 


o For support, research help and ideas 


o Join an online or local group. Connect with group and individuals in 


the area where your ancestors lived. 


 


Don’t give up to early – Don’t Stop Short 


 Don’t assume the information doesn’t exist 


 Or that it is impossible 


 May take decades 


 Very unusual that your ancestor dropped out of all records 


 


Brick Walls can be torn down – Brick by Brick 


But is a lot easier to avoid creating a Brick Wall in the first place 


 








K E Y  W O R D S


-


ACROSS
3
4
7


9
10
11


12
13 A place where gold is mined.


DOWN
1


2


5


6
8 Devices for capturing visual images.  (They used to use film.)


Not intended to make a profit.  Not an advertisement.  (Hint: Principle #4 for uploading 
Photos, Documents, and Audio Recordings to FamilySearch according to Upload 
Guidelines and Policies for FS.)
Principles of conduct.  Rules of behavior.


Having to do with changing feelings towards the positive.  A hyphenated word.  Principle 
#3 for uploading Photos, Documents, and Audio Recordings to FamilySearch according to 
Upload Guidelines and Policies for FS.
Suitable or proper in the circumstances.  (Hint: Principle #1 for uploading Photos, 
Documents, and Audio Recordings to FamilySearch according to Upload Guidelines and 
Policies for FS.)
Printed publications (usually daily or weekly) consisting of folded unstapled sheets and 
containing news, feature articles, advertisements, and correspondence.
Devices that convert documents into digital form.


Personal, not public. 


How to 'Harvest Like a Combine' with www.newspapers.com.
Your Great Aunt Didn't Have Access to Today's Digital World."


Having reviewed information for the purpose of protecting others.
Telephones (short form of the word).
Closely connected or appropriate.  (Hint: Principle #2 for uploading Photos, Documents, 
and Audio Recordings to FamilySearch according to Upload Guidelines and Policies for 
The format of information in a computer.


2


8


7


6


9


12


43


13


11


1


10


5
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Basic Courthouse Research 


Char Mitts 
cjgenealogy@gmail.com  


                      
 


 


Through many early deeds and probate records have been microfilmed, most are not. The 


courthouse is full of records rarely used by genealogist. Searching and studying these records can 


trace back family lines, show descendants, and give clues. These records are diverse. They were 


recorded and compiled while our ancestors lived. Combining records found in the courthouse can 


break down brickwalls that other records can’t touch.  


Preparing to do Courthouse Research 


 Do the easy research first – ask family, census, vital records, etc. 


 Visit local resources for information – library, archives, courthouse 


 Do Internet research before going on location 


 Visit a local courthouse  


 Practice reading old handwriting, do some indexing 


 Set a goal – who, what, why, where 


o Prepare one page surname sheet with years 


o Prepare Goal Summary sheets for each family 


 


Where is the record? 


 What is the Jurisdiction; timeframe? 


 Where is it housed now? 


 Needed record maybe in a different facility 


 


What you need to think about before you plan 


• Will you be able to handle the record books?  


• Will you have to climb a ladder? 


• Do you need to bring a friend? 


 


Preparing for the Trip – What to Bring 


 What are you allowed to bring, are there lockers 


 Supplies  


o Lined paper, pencil, pens may not be allowed 


o Magnifying glass 


o Change – parking & copier 


o Camera – flash may not be allowed  


o Flashlight? 


o Computer, tablet? If allowed 


o Spares of needed items  


 Information to bring 



mailto:cjgenealogy@gmail.com
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o State Records Access Law 


o Goal Surname Summary Sheet  


o Summary of families researching – This is your Research Plan 


o Personal Locality Guide – everything you might need to know about that location 


o “Courthouse Research for Family Historians Your Guide to Genealogical 


Treasures” and “Courthouse Indexes Illustrated” both by Christine Rose. Study 


them ahead of time, tab them. 


o County information pages 


o Maps of all kinds 


 Clothing 


o Dress like a serious researcher, simple & practical. 


o Darker clothing, in layers 


o Flat Shoes 


 


At the Courthouse 
Which Office of the Courthouse Will You Need to Use? 


• Register (Recorder) of Deeds Office- Property records showing ownership and 


transactions of land. 


• Assessor’s Office – Tax records 


• Probate Office – Wills and intestate proceedings. Also called Orphan’s Court, Surrogate 


Court or Register of Wills 


• County Clerk’s Office – Vital records. Marriage records can be recorded by other 


courts, like probate, but housed in the same office. Vital records may be in other location, 


New England states and many large cities are in town or city clerk’s office. 


• Civil Court Department – concerned with personal rights 


• Criminal Court Records Office – involves violations of the law. 


Some maybe combine 


Add this information to your Personal Locality Guide 


   


When You First Arrive 


Bring Christine Rose’s books – see titles in the Resources section below  


Is the Court in session that day? - What is allowed in the Courthouse?  Rules for the day 


Look around – Layout, directories, maps; Public areas 


Be prepared with the right question to ask 


Move to the correct office 


 


Ready to research 


Surname Summary Sheet It will keep you focused. 


Research plan 


Start a Research Log – log everything including negative results 


 


Search the Indexes 


Look around the room – take in the layout 


Locate the right index - Learn how to use it. 


Search first surname, every entry, all spellings  


Photocopy or digital copy 
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Find the Record 


Look around the area for where the records are stored 


Open shelves – open to the public? Or need to request? 


Cite Your Source before you open a book 


Look through all pages of the document, before & after, marginal notes and gaps. 


 


Looking at the Original Record 


Focus on your Family Summary Sheet - Research Plan, note information on the sheet 


Note on your Research Log what you found or didn’t find and further research needed 


Be mindful of time but don’t be hasty 


Make copies if allowed 


Abstract the original record on the spot – Abstract vs. Transcribe  


 


Courtesies 


Keep only what you need on the counter. Keep all belongings with you. 


Little quiet conversations. No talking or singing to yourself. 


Don’t use your paper on a record book while writing 


Don’t correct records in a book 


Use only pencils if pens are prohibited 


Return record books where you found them 


Keep original loose records in the same order you found them 


No eating, drinking or smoking around the records 


 


Choose an Office – Land Records 


Most reliable – Errors corrected, if damaged will be reconstructed 


Crucial to Research – Provides connections going back to the beginning of the county 


Type of Systems – Surveying and transfer to individuals 


 State Land States 


 Federal Land States 


 


Indexes in the Land Office 


 Grantor (Direct); Grantee (Indirect); General Index of Deeds 


 Mortgagor; Mortgagee 


 Consolidated – many type of records deemed important 


 Devisor – wills where real property transferred (testator index listing wills);                                    


Devisee – Received real property in a will 


 Tract Index  


 Lot & Block Indexes – large cities 


 Entry book Indexes – transfer of land under various occupancy laws of state; not in deed 


index 


 


Possible Records in a Land Office 


• Bill of Sale – even if no land/ 


personal property even slaves 


• Cemetery Deeds 


• Deed of Heirs 


• Deed of Lease and Release 


• Discharge (military) 
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• Dower Release 


• Gift Deed (or Deed of Gift) 


• Indenture 


• Lease 


• Marriage Contract (Prenuptial 


Agreement) 


• Manumissions – when slave was 


freed 


• Mortgage (Chattel Mortgage) 


• Oil and Mineral Lease or Oil and 


Gas Lease 


• Partition Deed 


• Personal Property Deed 


• Petition for Sale of Real Estate 


• Power of Attorney 


• Quitclaim Deed 


• Right of way deed 


• Trust Dee (Deed of Trust)


 


Probate 


• Will Books 


• Inventories 


• Dower – 1/3 right for widow to live 


on land 


• Guardianships 


• Estate Packets 


• Loose Papers 


 


Tax Office - Separate for whites, and 


colored or free persons of color 


• Real property 


• Personal Property 


• Poll taxes 


 


 


 


Court Records 


• Case Files – of the original 


documents; if you are lucky 


• Dockets – short hand of each 


individual case 


• Jury Lists 


• Loose Papers – if you are lucky 


• Minutes – what went on each day 


 


Government Records 


• Appointments 


• Contracts 


• Election results 


• Official bonds 


• Road orders – everyone help


Other Records to Look for “The Goodies” 


• Apprenticeships 


• Brands and Marks 


• Burial records and permits – vets 


• Coroner’s records 


• Criminal cases 


• Estrays (stray animals) 


• Jail Records 


• Indentures of servants or workers 


• Labor contract 


• Licenses 


• Maps 


• Militia Lists 


• Military discharge registrations 


• Newspapers – legal notices 


• Overseers of the poor 


• School records 


• Voter registrations 


 


Remember Be Nice 


• Bring donuts, chocolate – not sure with COVID these days 


• Guards get hungry too, give him a donut! 


• Send a thank you card 


 


Resources 


 Black, Henry Campbell. A Dictionary of Law [Black’s Law Dictionary], 1
st
 ed. 1891, 2


nd
 


ed. 1910  
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 Eichholz, Alice ed. Redbook 3
rd


 edition. Salt Lake City: Ancestry Inc., 2004. This guide 


includes county information including it formation, courthouse addresses and start year of 


records. 


 Everton, George, ed., The Handy Book for Genealogists: United States of America, 10
th


 


Edition Logan, Utah: Everton Publishers, 2002 


 Mills, Elizabeth Shown. Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to 


Cyberspace 3
rd


 edition revised. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 2017 


 Rose, Christine. Courthouse Research for Family Historians 2
nd


 edition. San Jose Calif: 


CR Publications, 2020. 


 Rose, Christine. Courthouse Indexes Illustrated. San Jose Calif: CR Publications, 2006 


 Szucs, Loretto Dennis and Sandra Hargreaves Luebking. The Source: A Guidebook to 


American Genealogy, Third Edition. Provo, Utah: Ancestry, 2006. 
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 (All website addresses were current as of 08/20/2022) 
 


Resources 


Online 


• Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/catalog/?keyword=railroad): 
Various railroad collections 


• Cyndi’s List (www.cyndislist.com): Various railroad resources 


• JSTOR (http://www.jstor.org): Historic publications 


• National Railway Historical Society (http://nrhs.com/) 


• Kansas Department of Transportation: History of Kansas Railroads 
(https://wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burRail/rail/railroads/history.asp)  


• David Rumsey Map Collection (www.davidrumsey.com): Railroad maps 


• National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections 
(http://beta.worldcat.org/archivegrid/)  


• Locations of Railroad Genealogical Materials by Jim Sponholz 
(http://freepages.rootsweb.com/~sponholz/genealogy/railroad.html) 


• The Railway Surgery Historical Center (http://railwaysurgery.org/) 


• Railroads in Kansas - Kansapedia - Kansas Historical Society 
(https://www.kshs.org/kansapedia/railroads-in-kansas/15120)  


 


Repositories (libraries, museums, archives, etc.)  


• California State Railroad Museum Foundation 
(https://www.californiarailroad.museum/): Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway; 
Southern Pacific Railroad  


• Hub City Heritage Corporation Railway Museum (http://www.cgwoelwein.org/): 
Chicago Great Western Railway 


• A. Philip Randolph Pullman Porter Museum 
(https://aprpullmanportermuseum.org/national-registry/): Pullman Company 


• Railroaders Memorial Museum (http://www.railroadcity.com/visit/call-board/): 
Pennsylvania Railroad 


• Library of Congress (https://www.loc.gov/collections/railroad-maps-1828-to-
1900/?c=150&st=list): Railroad maps from 1828-1900  


• Newberry Library (http://www.newberry.org/railroad-archives): Chicago, Burlington 
& Quincy Railroad; Illinois Central Railroad; Pullman Company 


  



mailto:danni@talkingboxgenealogy.com

https://talkingboxgenealogy.com/

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/catalog/?keyword=railroad

http://www.cyndislist.com/

http://www.jstor.org/

http://nrhs.com/

https://wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burRail/rail/railroads/history.asp

http://www.davidrumsey.com/

http://beta.worldcat.org/archivegrid/

http://freepages.rootsweb.com/%7Esponholz/genealogy/railroad.html

http://railwaysurgery.org/

https://www.kshs.org/kansapedia/railroads-in-kansas/15120

https://www.californiarailroad.museum/

http://www.cgwoelwein.org/

https://aprpullmanportermuseum.org/national-registry/

http://www.railroadcity.com/visit/call-board/

https://www.loc.gov/collections/railroad-maps-1828-to-1900/?c=150&st=list

https://www.loc.gov/collections/railroad-maps-1828-to-1900/?c=150&st=list

http://www.newberry.org/railroad-archives
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• Virginia Tech (http://spec.lib.vt.edu/railroad/rrintro.htm): Norfolk Southern Railroad 


• Milwaukee Public Library, Central Branch 
(http://content.mpl.org/cdm4/browse.php?CISOROOT=/MilwRoad): Chicago, 
Milwaukee, St. Paul, and Pacific Railroad  


• The University of Missouri, John W. Barriger III National Railroad Library 
(http://www.umsl.edu/barriger/bmore/hscollect/hscollect.htm): Chicago, Milwaukee, 
St. Paul, and Pacific Railroad  


• Allen County Public Library (http://www.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy/): Pennsylvania 
Railroad  


• Denver Public Library (http://digital.denverlibrary.org/cdm/search/collection/): 
Colorado and Southern Railway  


• Colorado Railroad Museum Library 
(http://coloradorailroadmuseum.org/library/): Colorado and Southern Railway; Union 
Pacific Railroad  


• Upper Peninsula Digitization Center Collections 
(http://updigit.uproc.lib.mi.us/cdm/search): Duluth, South Shore, and Atlantic Railway 


• Kheel Center for Labor-Management Documentation and Archives, Cornell 
University Libraries Martin P. Catherwood Library 
(http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/EAD/htmldocs/KCL05295.html): Illinois Central 
Railroad; Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen; Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and 
Firemen; Brotherhood of Railway Signalmen Union 


• Department of Transportation Library 
(https://dotlibrary.specialcollection.net/Home): Railroad accident reports 


• National Archives and Records Administration 
(http://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/184.html): Records of the 
Railroad Retirement Board 


• Kansas Historical Society (http://www.kshs.org/p/railroad-research/15983): 
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway  


• C&NW Historical Society (http://www.cnwhs.org/archives_genealogy.htm): Chicago 
and North Western Railway  


• Minnesota Historical Society (http://mnhs.mnpals.net/F/?func=find-
c&ccl_term=palsn%3D900023156): Great Northern Railway  


• University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Urban Archives 
(http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/wiarchives.uw-whs-mil00086): Milwaukee 
Electric Railway and Light Company 


• Western Reserve Historical Society (http://tinyurl.com/nv8bbm4): New York 
Central Railroad 


• South Suburban Genealogical and Historical Society (https://ssghs.org/tools-
resources/pullman-employee-records/): Pullman Company 


• Southern Pacific Historical & Technical Society (https://sphts.org/archives/): 
Southern Pacific Railroad  



http://spec.lib.vt.edu/railroad/rrintro.htm

http://content.mpl.org/cdm4/browse.php?CISOROOT=/MilwRoad

http://www.umsl.edu/barriger/bmore/hscollect/hscollect.htm

http://www.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy/

http://digital.denverlibrary.org/cdm/search/collection/

http://coloradorailroadmuseum.org/library/

http://updigit.uproc.lib.mi.us/cdm/search

http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/EAD/htmldocs/KCL05295.html

https://dotlibrary.specialcollection.net/Home

http://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/184.html

http://www.kshs.org/p/railroad-research/15983

http://www.cnwhs.org/archives_genealogy.htm

http://mnhs.mnpals.net/F/?func=find-c&ccl_term=palsn%3D900023156

http://mnhs.mnpals.net/F/?func=find-c&ccl_term=palsn%3D900023156

http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/wiarchives.uw-whs-mil00086

http://tinyurl.com/nv8bbm4

https://ssghs.org/tools-resources/pullman-employee-records/

https://ssghs.org/tools-resources/pullman-employee-records/

https://sphts.org/archives/
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• Springfield-Greene County Library 
(http://thelibrary.springfield.missouri.org/lochist/frisco/frisco.cfm): St. Louis & San 
Francisco Railroad; Frisco Employee Magazine issues (PDF format) and All Aboard 
Magazine issues (PDF format) 


• Union Pacific Historical Society (http://uphs.org/resources/geneology/): Union 
Pacific Railroad 


• Pennsylvania State Archives (http://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-
Online/Pages/Railroad-Employees.aspx): Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen Union, 
Pennsylvania State Railroad 


• State Historical Society of Missouri (https://shsmo.org/research/guides/rail): 
Railroads And Railways Research Guide 


 
 
Select Bibliography 


• Railroad Names and Directory of Common Carrier Railroads Operating in the United 
States Between 1826-1997 (William D. Edson) 


• Moody’s Analysis of Investments in Steam Railroads (John Moody) 


• Steel Rails Across American: The Short Line and Regional Railroads, Past and Present, 
of the U.S. and Canada (Robert A. Juran) 


• Railroad Maps of North America: The First Hundred Years (Andrew M. Modelski) 


• Guide to the Burlington Archives in the Newberry Library 1851-1901 (Elisabeth Jackson 
and Carolyn Curtis) 


• Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Employees (Edna A. Kanely) 


• An Anthology Of Respect: The Pullman Porters National Historic Registry of African 
American Railroad Employees (Lyn Hughes) 


• The Harvey Girls: Women Who Opened the West (Lesley Poling-Kempes) 


• The Directory of North American Railroads, Associations, Societies, Archives, Museums, 
and Their Collections (Holly T. Hansen) 


• Guide to Railroad Historical Resources, United States and Canada, Vols. 1-4 
(https://tinyurl.com/y55x5pys) on Google Books 


 


 


 


Additional railroad resources can be found on my website at 
https://talkingboxgenealogy.com/resources-and-reading/ 
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Did My Ancestor Serve?  


• If your ancestor was between 16-40 during a war, there’s a higher likelihood of a 
draft registration or other military service records. 


• Check for Home Sources: discharge paperwork, letters, diaries, family stories, 
medals, artifacts, etc. 


• For military information on the Federal census, look across the headings at the 
top of the page. 


o Resource-Family Search Wiki: United States Census Military Records  
(https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Military_Census_
Records) 


o 1840 Federal Census-American Revolution Pensioners 
If your ancestor happened to be still alive, the information is on the 
second page. Census is available at Ancestry or Family Search. 


o 1890 Veterans Census:  Enumerated Union soldiers and widows.  
Destroyed included the states of Alabama through Kansas and 
approximately half of Kentucky. Check websites such as Ancestry for 
surviving schedules of other states. 


o 1910 Federal Census: Survivors of the Union or Confederate Army or 
 Navy 


o 1930 Federal Census:  Asks, if a veteran, which war? 
o 1940 Federal Census:  If your veteran ancestor was on lines 14 or 29, 


there were supplemental questions about their service.  
• State census may include military service questions. 
• Check county histories for lists of people who served. 


Basics of American  
Military Research 


Genealogy KC 2022 
Pamela A. Miller PLCGS 
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What Records Are Available? 
• Draft Records 


o It started with the Civil War. 
o The draft registrants pool was more extensive than 


those who served. So, you may find ancestor 
information such as next of kin, occupation, and 
signature even though the person didn’t enlist.  


o Available	at	Ancestry	&	Fold3	
• In the 1890s, the government started compiling Military 


Service Records. 
o For ancestors that served, use the NARA 


website:(https://www.archives.gov/research/military/army/compiled-
military-service-records )  


o  
• Pension and Bounty Land Records  


(https://www.archives.gov/research/order/order-
vets-records.html)	


 
Where Can I Find Military Records? 


Online-NARA Ordering : 
• Service Records-Washington D.C.: 


(https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-
records) 


• Service Records-St. Louis: Records focus on 20th-century 
wars. There was a fire in 1972, but it never hurts to inquire. 
No charge for the basic search. (https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-
center/military-personnel ). If they find something, they will inform you 
regarding the fee for a copy. 


• Contact Information-NARA Kansas City.: 
Address:  400 West Pershing Road, Kansas City, MO 64108. 
Phone:  816-268-8000 
Website:  (https://www.archives.gov/kansas-city ) 


WW I Draft 


Compiled 
Service 
Record 
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Websites: 
• Fold3 : https://www.fold3.com/  


You can access the library edition through Midwest Genealogy 
Center 


• Ancestry: Military Category or Card Catalog 
 


																																																		
• Heritage Quest: Access through the Johnson Co. Library 


website 
• Family Search Research Wiki: (https://www.familysearch.org) 


Good for learning about military research and resources for specific wars. 
• Family	Search	Catalog	


 
 


Military Resources 
 


Online-How To: 
• Ancestry Academy-How to Use Fold3: 


(https://www.ancestry.com/academy/course/military-vets-
fold3?cj=1&netid=cj&o_xid=0001029688&o_lid=0001029688&o_sch=Affiliate%2
BExternal)  


• RootsWeb Wiki-Overview of Military Records: 
(https://wiki.rootsweb.com/wiki/index.php?title=Overview_of_Military_Records
&cj=1&netid=cj&o_xid=0001029688&o_lid=0001029688&o_sch=Affiliate+Extern
al&_gl=1*kkssnz*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE2NDYzMTQwMzcuQ2owS0NRaUE2NEdSQm
hDWkFSSXNBSE9McmlLY0RjVm5jdXRhS3V1bnlqMmtQRlE5OU9aeHdqRV9CdkFiR
FBKOFVDellRd20zaGZzR1ZjOGFBdTRxRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE2NDYzM
TQwMzcuQ2owS0NRaUE2NEdSQmhDWkFSSXNBSE9McmlLY0RjVm5jdXRhS3V1b
nlqMmtQRlE5OU9aeHdqRV9CdkFiRFBKOFVDellRd20zaGZzR1ZjOGFBdTRxRUFMd
193Y0I.&_ga=2.46916451.510934990.1646410745-
794147226.1589934053&_gac=1.160988495.1646314037.Cj0KCQiA64GRBhCZA
RIsAHOLriKcDcVncutaKuunyj2kPFQ99OZxwjE_BvAbDPJ8UCzYQwm3hfsGVc8aAu
4qEALw_wcB)  


• Family Search Wiki-United States Military Online Genealogy Records: 
(https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Military_Online_Genealo
gy_Records)  


• Family Search Wiki-Military Tips for Beginners: 
(https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Military_Records_Tips_for_Beginners)  


• Cyndi’s List: U.S. Military https://www.cyndislist.com/us/military/) 
Cyndi collects links to websites that may have pertinent information. 
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Online-NARA Ordering: 
• Service Records-Washington D.C.: 


(https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records)  
• Service Records-St. Louis: 


(https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel)  
• Contact Information-NARA Kansas City.: 


Address:  400 West Pershing Road, Kansas City, MO 64108. 
Phone:  816-268-8000 
Website:  (https://www.archives.gov/kansas-city) 


Online-Indexes: 
• National Cemetery Grave Locator: 


(https://gravelocator.cem.va.gov)  
• Civil War Soldiers and Sailors Database: 


(https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm)  
• Online Military Indexes and Records:  A Genealogy Guide: 


(http://www.militaryindexes.com)  
 
Books-How To: 
James C. Neagles, U.S. Military Records: A Guide to Federal and State Sources, Colonial 
America to the Present, Salt Lake City, Utah: Ancestry, 1994. 
Comments: Good comprehensive book but predates the computer era 
Locations: Olathe Public Library and Midwest Genealogy Society (not available for 
checkout) 
 
Richard S. Johnson and Debra Johnson Knox, How to Locate Anyone Who is or Has Been 
in the Military, San Antonio, Texas: Military Information Enterprises, 1999. 
Location: Midwest Genealogy Center (not available for checkout), 


W. Daniel Quillen, Mastering Military and Census Records, Cold Spring Harbor, NY]\: 
Cold Spring Harbor Lab, 2014. (available for checkout through Johnson County Library) 


E. Kay Kirkham, The Land Records of America; Military Records of America; Census 
Records of America, North Provo Utah: Stevenson’s Genealogical Center, 1972. 
(Available in the Genealogy Area, Central Resource Library: Genealogy/973/Kirkham) 
 
Craig Scott (CD) Basic Military Research: Where to Begin, 2001, available for checkout 
at Midwest Genealogy Center. 
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Introduction to DNA for 
Genealogy 


 


Lauri Jean Swett 
Genealogy by Lauri Jean 


 
genbylj@gmail.com 
on Facebook as Lauri Jean 


 
 


DNA and traditional genealogy work together to identify our ancestors 
and to tell their stories.  We need to understand DNA, which test to take, 


and which company to use.  This presentation will answer basic 
questions and identify terms we need to know.  It will also introduce 


creating a testing plan and tools available. 


 


 
The Questions 


 
What is being tested?  DNA from cells in our mouth.  The DNA is located in two 
locations within our cells – the mitochondria and our chromosomes.  Mitochondrial 
DNA is passed from a mother to all of her children.  Chromosomes are inherited from 
both parents.  We have 23 pairs, one set from each parent.  There are 22 numbered pairs 
called autosomes.  The 23rd pair are the sex chromosomes and determine our gender. 
 
How is the test taken?  DNA is collected by either spitting into a tube or scraping the 
cheek.  Spitting can be hard for the elderly or others.  Follow the directions which come 
with the collection kit.  Typically you will be asked to not eat, drink, or smoke for 30 
minutes prior to collecting the sample.   
 
Why take a DNA test?  Why not?  We may be curious about our ethnicity, our health, or 
who our cousins are. We may have genealogical questions to answer or brick walls to 
tear down.  We may have a known adoption and biological parents to identify. 
 
There are also several reasons not to take a DNA test.  We may need more information 
before deciding.  We may have privacy concerns.  We may suspect family secrets.  We 
may know the family secrets and want to keep them such. 
 
Whatever our reasons, everyone has the right to say yes or say no to taking a DNA test.  
We do not have the right to anyone else’s DNA or DNA test results.  If we are concerned 
about secrets, we need to be aware that our relatives may test.  If we are concerned 
about privacy, we should read each company’s privacy policy and terms of service.  
There are ways to not share our results with others – privacy settings. 
 
If we are still undecided, there are several books, videos, and movies created to tell 
others’ DNA stories. 
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Who should test?  Anyone who wants to test, understands the possibilities, and can 
legally consent should take a DNA test.  Since each descendant only receives half of each 
parent’s DNA, it is important to test the oldest living generation, especially if that is you. 
 
When to test?  Now.  As soon as your target tester says yes.  Or, when your test is on 
sale.  DNA testing companies typically have sales for Christmas, Mother’s Day, Father’s 
Day, and around major genealogy conferences. 
 
DNA testing is more powerful when it is combined with traditional genealogy to answer 
specific questions about our ancestors and relatives.  The specific question will 
determine who should test, what test they should take, and which company to test with.  
A testing plan should be created and used.   
 
Which test do I take?  It depends upon your why and/or your question.  There are three 
types of DNA tests:  autosomal, mitochondrial, and Y-DNA.  An autosomal test can be 
taken by anyone and includes DNA from all of your ancestors back to about your 3rd 
great-grandparents.  A mitochondrial test can be taken by both sexes.  It reveals 
information only on your direct maternal line.  A Y-DNA test can only be taken by 
males.  It reveals information on your direct paternal line and can provide matches on 
that line.  Do not overlook the fact that females have fathers, brothers, uncles, and male 
cousins.   
 
Where do I test?  There are at least 25 DNA testing companies.  Which company 
depends upon your why and/or your question.    Your physical location can determine 
which companies can accept your DNA sample.  Not all companies do all types of DNA 
testing.  Some companies are geared toward different ethnicities.  The cost of taking the 
test varies by company and type of test.  Some companies do not compare you to other 
test takers. 
 
Some companies allow for downloading of DNA information.  Some companies allow for 
uploading of DNA information.  Others do not.  The person to answer your question 
may have tested with a different company.  Downloading and uploading reduces the 
need to take multiple autosomal tests. 
 
What do the results look like?  It depends upon which test and which company exactly 
how the test results look.   
 
For mitochondrial tests, the results will be a combination of letters and numbers called a 
haplogroup.  Matches are provided but your common ancestor may be over 500 years 
ago.   
 
For Y-DNA tests, a predicted or confirmed haplogroup will be provided along with 
matches.  Your matches may or may not share your surname.   
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For autosomal DNA, you will be provided an ethnicity estimate.  If you allowed 
matching, you will also receive a list of probable relatives.  Each company will have their 
own set of tools to help you analyze your results. 
 
What Do I Do With the Results?  Enjoy them.  Argue with them.  Analyze them.  Did 
they answer the question?  Did they reveal secrets to explore?  Learn more from the 
DNA companies’ websites, genealogy blogs, and social media.  There are professional 
genealogists who specialize in DNA. 
 
 


Terms to Know 
 


centiMorgans (cM)  The way DNA is measured. 
 
Endogomy  When you and relative are related in more than one way.  If two brothers 
marry two sisters, their children are double cousins.  More than one relationship means 
you may share more DNA than any one relationship would predict.  It also means your 
shared ancestor may be more distant than expected. 
 
Estimate  The definition of estimate is “to judge tentatively or approximately the value, 
worth, or significance.1 
 
Ethnicity Estimate  The DNA testing company’s estimate of which world populations 
your DNA matches. 
 
Half Relationship  When two people only share one person in an ancestral couple.  They 
can share either the husband or the wife.  Half-siblings share one parent.  Half first 
cousins share on grand-parent. 
 
Raw Data  A computer file that you download from one DNA testing company to share 
with another DNA testing company, GedMatch.com, or your medical provider. 
 
Removed Relationship  When you and your cousin have a different number of 
generations to your shared ancestor/ancestoral couple.  A grandson and great-grandson 
are 1st cousins once removed.  A grandson and 2nd great-granddaughter are 1st cousins 
twice removed. 
 
 


  


                                                           
1
 Merrian-webster.com 
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Analysis Tools 
 


AutoClusters  Separates your matches into groups of individuals that share similar DNA. 
 
Chromsome Browser  Visual of where you and a match or group of matches shares DNA 
on each chromosome. 
 
GedMatch.com  It is not a DNA testing company.  It analyzes the raw data that is 
uploaded to its website.  It provides ethnicity estimates, matching, and analysis tools.  It 
is used for cold cases and by law enforcement.  If you have privacy concerns do not use 
this site. 
 
Shared cM Project  Relationship chart that indicates how many centiMorgans a specific 
relationship is expected to share.  Provides an average and a range. 
 
Shared Matches  Indicates if two of your matches share DNA.  It may not be the same 
DNA they each share with you. 
 
Thru Lines from Ancestry  Reviews online trees to predict how you and a match are 
related.  Be skeptical.  Prove or disprove. 
 
Theory of Family Relativity from MyHeritage  Reviews online trees and their historical 
record collections to predict how you and a match are related.  Be skeptical.  Prove or 
disprove. 
 


Resources 
 


Ancestry.com learning center and ancestry.com/dna  
FamilySearch – familysearch.org/home/dna-testing.    No sign in required. 
International Society of Genetic Genealogy Wiki – isogg.org/wiki 
MyHeritage.com – myheritage.com/dna  
 Extended Family Chart from Midwest Genealogy Center 
 
Professional genealogists specializing in DNA to learn from: 
Blaine Bettinger – The Genetic Genealogist 
Cece Moore – The DNA Detectives 
Diahan Southard – Your DNA Guide 
 


    _tâÜ| ]xtÇ fãxàà_tâÜ| ]xtÇ fãxàà_tâÜ| ]xtÇ fãxàà_tâÜ| ]xtÇ fãxàà    
 Genealogy by Lauri Jean 
 genbyLJ@gmail.com 
 on Facebook as Lauri Jean 
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MISSOURI COUNTY RECORDS 
 


Liana Twente 
Missouri State Archives 


600 W. Main St. 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 


(573) 751-3280 
archref@sos.mo.gov 


 
 
Each of Missouri’s 114 counties and the independent City of St. Louis have local county government 
records. This guide is meant as a brief introduction to the major offices at the county level and where to 
find the genealogical records they produce, both online and otherwise. 
 
I know only a small fraction of extant records are online. What about all the stuff that’s not? 
 
The Archives’ county microfilm listing shows what is available on 
microfilm at the Archives. 
https://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/resources/county/croll 
 
We also have a catalog of published books: https://msa.library.net/.  
 
Best advice: just ask! Talk to us and we’ll help. Or, call the local 
county office you’re interested in and ask them a question. They are responsible for knowing where their 
records are. Local genealogical and historical societies are usually a big help as well. 
 
1. Recorder of Deeds 


a. Marriage Records 


i. The Missouri State Archives partnered with FamilySearch.org to index Missouri’s 
marriage records. The collection is available online. Go to: 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2060668.  


 
ii. Counties are working to place their marriage records online. The following counties 


have indexes online for free: Callaway, Cass, Cedar, Christian, Clark, Clay, Dallas, 
DeKalb, Douglas, Greene, Howell, Jackson (includes images and applications), 
Jasper, Laclede, Newton, Nodaway, Platte, Scott, Shelby, Stoddard, Stone (includes 
some images), and Texas. 


 
b. Land Sales (Deeds): Many counties have free online searchable deed indexes through their 


Recorders’ websites. These include: Bates, Boone, Callaway, Cass, Cedar, Christian, Clark, 
Clay, Dallas, DeKalb, Douglas, Franklin, Greene, Howell, Jackson (includes images), Jasper, 
Laclede, Newton, Nodaway, Platte, Pulaski, Scott, Shelby, Stoddard, Stone (includes some 
images), and Texas. 


 
2. Circuit Court 


a. Civil Lawsuits and Criminal Cases 


i. The Archives’ Judicial Database is an index to some early Circuit Court records. Go 
to: https://s1.sos.mo.gov/Records/Archives/ArchivesDb/JudicialRecords/. Some 
results will include images of the actual case files. For the rest, you can email the 



mailto:archref@sos.mo.gov
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Archives for a page count/copy cost. For some early St. Louis cases go to: 
http://www.stlcourtrecords.wustl.edu/  


 
ii. Missouri CaseNet offers an index to modern Circuit Court case files and also 


includes an index to the Appeals Courts and the Supreme Court (1990s to the 
present): https://www.courts.mo.gov/cnet/welcome.do  


 
iii. FamilySearch has digitized early Cole County Circuit Court case files, which are 


searchable by name: 
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2076858?collectionNameFilter=false  


 
b. Naturalizations: The Archives has a database including 22 counties and St. Louis city’s early 


(pre-1906) naturalizations: https://s1.sos.mo.gov/records/archives/archivesdb/naturalization/.  
 
However, not all of the naturalizations are online. If not in the above, check the circuit court 
record books for the county. 


 
c. Divorces 


i. Some early divorces are also part of the Judicial Database (see link above). 
Otherwise, search the circuit court case files and/or record books. 


 
ii. It’s rare, but some early divorces were performed by the Missouri General Assembly. 


These are printed in The Laws of Missouri (available online: 
https://cdm16795.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/molaws). The Archives has a 
name index going up to 1865. 


3. Probate Court 


a. Some probate cases are in the Archives’ Judicial Database. It is also important to note that 
when there was a legal dispute about how an individual’s case was probated, the dispute 
would be taken to the Circuit Court. 


 
b. FamilySearch has copies of many of the Archives’ reels of film digitized online. Two 


counties (Cole and Andrew) are searchable by name: 
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2060218?collectionNameFilter=false.  


 
The others are not keyword searchable, but they can be browsed: 
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2399107?collectionNameFilter=false  


 
4. Coroner or Medical Examiner: The Archives’ Coroner’s Inquest database includes citations for 18 


counties and the City of St. Louis:https://s1.sos.mo.gov/records/archives/archivesdb/coroners/ 
 


5. County Court, County Clerk, or County Administrator 


a. Pre-1910 Birth and Death Records: The Archives’ database is here, however it is incomplete: 
https://s1.sos.mo.gov/records/archives/archivesdb/BirthDeath/. 


b. County Court Record Books 
c. Other 


 


Remember: not everything is online! Call or e-mail your local record holder or the State Archives and we 
will help you track down your records! 
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OTHER RESOURCES 


 
How do I find the contact information for local county offices? 
 
These are published in The Missouri Roster by the Secretary of State’s office. 
 
https://www.sos.mo.gov/CMSImages/Publications/2021-2022_MO_Roster.pdf 
 
 
 
 


Where can I find information on local historical and genealogical societies? 
 
A partial list is available on the Archives’ website: https://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/resources/local-
state-national.  
 
How do I submit a request to the Archives for research? 
 
Mail or e-mail. A copy of our Genealogical Request form is enclosed if you prefer mail but does give a 
good idea of our holdings. Otherwise, send an e-mail to archref@sos.mo.gov with your specific question. 
Feel free to call, but do note that official requests must be made in writing. We accept 3 requests per 
patron at a time. To make a request, we need:  
 


1. Name of individual (two if a marriage/divorce) 
2. Type of record (i.e. marriage, deed, divorce, probate/will, etc.) 
3. County 
4. Date/Date range (5 years for deeds, 10 years for everything else) 


 
You can submit a research request through our online request portal: 
https://s1.sos.mo.gov/Records/Archives/ResearchRequest/ 
 


 
Is there some place I can go to see what records a county might have 
other than the county’s website? 
 
Why, yes! The Local Records Division of the Secretary of State’s Office 
compiles lists of resources available at the county level. Most of these 
lists are online.  
 
https://s1.sos.mo.gov/records/archives/archivesdb/countyinventory/ 
 
 


 
 
I know the name of a town, but I do not know what county it is in. How can I look for records when 
I don’t know the county? 
 
The State Historical Society of Missouri has a wonderful guide searchable by town and feature name 
called the Ramsay Place Name Guide, which also includes name changes and towns that no long exist. 
Go to http://shsmo.org/manuscripts/ramsay/ramsay.html. 
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  Be Your Family’s Yarnspinner 
  Collecting information – Recording stories – Organizing – Writing – Sharing your 


family’s history and stories 
  Alexis Miller Mayo –  alexis.mmayo@gmail.com


 


  Who am I to know how to spin a yarn? 
 Yarn spinner, knitter, crocheter 
 Mother, Grandmother and Great-Grandmother 
 Book reader , book writer  
 Veteran Teacher 
 World traveler 
 Linguist 
 Granddaughter of an amazing story telling Granddad. 


 
  Mining for stories 
 Always have a recorder, notebook and writing implement or computer. 
 Go to the oldest family members first. 
 Have one family member talk about another 
 Save letters, asks others if they have old letters 
 Ask to look at family albums ask about the photos, when, where, who, what?. 
 Ask about antiques, unusual items displayed, hobbies 
 Check small town newspapers for “20 years ago, 50 years ago” sections 
 Share your information – get feedback and listen for more information. 


 
  Where to Find Photos 
• Family Albums 
• Baby Albums 
• Yearbooks 
• Old purses, wallets 
• Desk drawers 
• Photos on the walls 
• Local newspapers 
• Stuck in Bibles, cookbooks 


 
 Always have a camera 
 Always ask permission to photograph 
 Always listen for the stories about the photos 
 Always take photos of the people you interview 
 Always take notes, digitally or written 


 
  Using Digital Recorders 
 You can request a packet from the Genealogical Library in Independence and 


pick it up at your local Mid-Continent. You check it out just like a book. 
 Contents of the zipper bag: 
 A digital recorder 
 Extra batteries 
 Prompt questions for personal histories 
 Stop, Pause, Go cards 
 Upon returning you can receive a CD of your recordings / They can archive the 


interview in their records 
 


  Story Corps 
  https://storycorps.org/discover/education/lesson-tips-for-effective-interviews/ 



mailto:alexis.mmayo@gmail.com

https://storycorps.org/discover/education/lesson-tips-for-effective-interviews/





 Great prompt questions 
 See / hear others interviewing their relatives 
 Archive options 


 
  StoryWorth – a gift to the giver 
  https://welcome.storyworth.com/ 
 A gift of prompts and at the end of the year a bound book  
 Cost for a year $99. additional books $39. 
 Each week you choose a question for your storyteller relative. They reply in an 


email. You get a copy! 
 End of year : bound book arrives. 


 
  Book prompts 
  “Reflections from a Mother’s Heart” / “A Father’s Legacy”: 
  Prompts in non-chronological order.   
  Examples: 
  What was your favorite outfit as a girl? 
  Where was your favorite place to read a book? 
   
  Get Your Book Printed – Woodneath Library 
  https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/woodneath-library-center 
  Ms. Sahara Scott – Printing Manager 
  8900 NE Flintlock Road 


Kansas City, MO 64157 
(816)883-4900 


  Expresso Printing Press – help to set up your book for printing. 
  Base cost There is a flat fee of 10 dollars plus 5 cents per page charge, and local 


sales tax. For example, if you wanted to print a 100-page book, it would cost 
$16.37. Only debit/credit card or cash payment will be accepted. MCPL cannot 
accept checks for Woodneath Press fees. 


• Bulk orders of 50 books or more will receive %15 off. 
• Discounts are available for educational institutions and partner organizations. 


 
  Are you competitive? 
  National Novel Writing Month – November! https://nanowrimo.org 
 NaNoWriMo helps you track your progress, set milestones, connect with other 


writers in a vast community, and participate in events that are designed to make 
sure you finish your novel. Oh, and best of all, it’s free! 


 November 1-30, hundreds of thousands of people around the world begin to 
write, with a goal of 50,000 words of a brand-new novel in 30 days. 


 NaNoWriMo is a nonprofit organization that supports writing fluency and 
education. It tracks words for writers like Fitbit tracks steps for the ambulatory. 
 


  Don’t forget to write your own story 
 I started with a journal. 
 A page for each decade of my life 


 One line prompts to remind me of stories as I thought of them. 


 When each page was filled  I reorganized by every five years. Then by the year.  


 Ended up with 3 single spaced pages typed as an outline of stories. That was the 
beginning. 



https://welcome.storyworth.com/

https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/woodneath-library-center

tel:8168834900
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 One NaNoWriMo the year I was on my mission in Argentina (2012-2014) I started 
writing. My goal was four pages a day.   


 The editing when I got home was helped by interviewing my sisters!   


 
  Another idea: The Shoebox 
 Put index cards in a recipe box or shoebox with a pen or pencil. Put it by your TV 


chair or bed. 
 When you think of an event in your life, write the date of the event, make a 


couple of notes, or one sentence to remind you on an index card. Toss it back in 
the box. 


 When you start accumulating cards, organize them into packs of decades. 
 When the decade piles get too big, get some dividers and go to every 5 years, 


then organize the sections in date order 
 Now start writing.  You can go to an outline of the notes you wrote, or just start 


writing! 
 


  One more idea: Interview yourself! 
 Get an audio recorder and some prompt questions 
 Start doing one or two a night 
 Collect your data 
 Interview those who have known you for a long time, family, friends, co-workers. 
 Just start writing 
 BTW there are computer programs that allow you to dictate your stories and the 


program writes it for you! 
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SWEDISH CHURCH BOOKS 
The Swedish church books are usually the first Swedish records used when tracing one’s Swedish 
heritage. These records are a “gold mine” because they are complete and contain detailed 
information about each individual. In many cases, one can trace a person’s life in the church books 
from birth to death or birth to emigration.  


The Swedish Church was a state church responsible for maintaining Sweden’s vital records until 
1991. The Church Law of 1686 required the parish ministers to record all births, marriages, deaths, 
and movements in and out of the parish. There are some parish records before 1600, but most 
begin in the late 1600s. The Swedish Church Books include fourteen record types, and the primary 
books used by genealogists are: 


1. Birth and Christening (födelse- och dopbok) 
2. Banns and Marriage (lysnings- och vigselbok) 
3. Death and Burial (död- och begravningsbok) 
4. Moving in and out (In- och utflyttningslängd) 
5. Household and congregation (husförshörslängd och församlingsbok) 
6. Church accounts 


BIRTH AND CHRISTENING  
The birth and christening records vary by parish and time. If you know the name of your ancestor, 
the birth date, and the birth parish, you should be able to find the birth record. Below is the 
information that you will find most often in these records: 


• Child’s name 
• Birth and baptismal dates 
• Names of parents 
• Name of the farm, village, or place where the family lived in the parish 
• Names of baptismal witnesses 
• Mother’s age (actual age in years, range such as between 25 and 30, or birth date) 
• In many birth books after 1860, you will find the page number of the corresponding 


household examination or congregation book. 
In the 1600s and even in the early 1700s, the birth record may only contain the baptismal date, 
child’s name, father’s name, residence, and names of witnesses.  


BANNS AND MARRIAGE 
You will usually find the following types of information in the banns and marriage books: 


• Dates of the banns and marriage 
• Names of the bride and groom  
• Names of the places where the bride and groom lived 
• Name of the minister 
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• Sometimes, the names of the parents 
• In some marriage records after 1860, there is a cross-reference to the pages in the household 


examination book where the bride and groom lived. 


DEATH AND BURIAL 
You will typically find the following information in the death and burial books. 
 


• Name of deceased 
• Dates of death and burial 
• Place in the parish where the deceased lived 
• Age at death 
• Cause of death 
• In some books, mainly after 1860, the page number in the corresponding household or 


congregation book is shown. 
 
In some parishes in Sweden, the death notice reads more like an obituary where you will sometimes 
get a biographical sketch of the deceased.  


MOVING IN AND OUT 
Each parish minister was required to keep a record of all persons moving in and out of the parish. In 
the moving-in records, you will usually see the name of the person moving in, the date, the place 
where they came from, and the place in the parish where the person moved to. The corresponding 
household or congregation record page is often noted as a cross-reference. The moving out records 
contain the person’s name, place moved from, and sometimes a reference to the page in the 
household examination or congregation book as well as the place where the person moved to. If the 
person moved out of the country, usually only the country’s name is noted. For emigrants moving to 
America, the entry is usually North America (Nord Amerika). 


HOUSEHOLD AND CONGREGATION 
The household examination records are unique to Sweden and Finland. Each pastor was required to 
take a yearly accounting of all members in their parish and test them for their religious understanding. 
To do this accounting, the minister made lists of all the people living in the parish, household by 
household. These records were kept in large books; each volume covers a series of years. You will see 
some that cover five years and many that cover ten years. This varies by parish and time. Most of 
these books begin in the mid-1700s, but some parishes exist earlier.  
 
In 1895, the household books were replaced by the congregation books. All the parish members were 
registered in these books, but the religious examinations were no longer required. Hence, the 
information about religious examination results and receiving Holy Communion was no longer entered 
in the books. 
 
You will generally find the following information in the household and congregation books. 
 


• Name of place such as farm, village, or address in a city 
• Names of all members of the household 
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• Birth date and birthplace for each individual 
• Occupation for the head of household 
• Marriage date for the head of household 
• Vaccination information (after 1800) 
• Religious examination results (up to 1894) 
• Death date if the person has died during the period the book covers (There will also be a death 


record in the death book.) 
• Moving in and out information 
• Sometimes notes in the special remarks column about the person 
 


The household and congregation books are organized by place. This is why it is important to note the 
name of the place where the family lives, as noted in the birth, marriage, or death record. There is 
usually an index of place names in the front of the household and congregation book that gives the 
starting page number for a place. A few books have person name indexes, but most are organized by 
place names. 


SCB RECORDS 
These are the Statistiska centralbyrån (Statistics Sweden) or SCB extracts for birth, marriage, and 
death books sent by the minister each year to the central government agency. Because of Swedish 
privacy rules, some original birth, marriage, and death records cannot be published online because 
some of the records in the book are protected by the 70-year privacy law. The SCB extracts are a good 
replacement when the original books are unavailable. You will find extracts for 1860-1947 on the 
National Swedish Archives site and 1925-1947 on ArkivDigital. 


STRATEGY 
To search within the Swedish Church books, you need to know the parish where your ancestor came 
from, their Swedish name, and an important date such as a birth date.  


Below are the steps for beginning to trace your family lineage when you have your ancestor’s birth 
date, name, and birth parish. 


1. Search for the birth record in the parish archive. 
2. Within the birth record, generally, you will find the child’s name, birth date, parents’ 


names, names of baptismal witnesses, and the place where the family resided in the 
parish. Note the place of residence. You will need this to find the family in the 
corresponding household examination book. 


3. Go to the household examination book and look for a place name index and locate the 
place found in the birth book. Next to the place in the index will be the starting page for 
that place. Go to the starting page number and search for the family. You will need to 
browse the book if there is no place name index. 


4. Once you find the family, you will find more information about the family, such as parents’ 
birth information and marriage information, names of siblings, and their birth information.  


5. Review the moving in and moving out columns to check if the person has moved into this 
place or moved out during this period. If there is no entry, you can assume that the person 
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lived in the same place in the previous household examination book or the subsequent 
one.  


6. Using the information in the household examination records, you can trace your family 
back several generations 


WHERE ARE THE RECORDS? 
ORIGINAL RECORDS 


• Regional Archives in Sweden 


ONLINE SITES 
• https://arkivdigital.net/  $Subscription site. 
• Swedish National Archives https://sok.riksarkivet.se/  Free. 
• https://www.ancestry.com/ - World Edition $Subscription site. 
• https://www.familysearch.org/ - To view images, one must visit a Family History Library or 


Center.  
• https://www.myheritage.com/ $Subscription site - Household examination records 1800-1947. 


REFERENCES 
ONLINE LEARNING GUIDES 


• Family Search Wiki Sweden - https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sweden_Genealogy 
•  Swedish Genealogy Guide - http://swedishgenealogyguide.com/.  


BOOKS  
• Clemensson, Per & Kjell Andersson. Your Swedish Roots. Provo, Utah: Ancestry Publishing, 


2004. 
• Johansson, Carl-Erik. Cradled in Sweden. Sandy, Utah: Everton Publishers, 2002. (Out of print). 


o You can download a copy by visiting FamilySearch.org and clicking on books. 
o Enter “Cradled in Sweden” in the search box and search. The fourth one in the list is 


available for all persons to download. 
• Johnson, Robert W., and Gomell, Elizabeth Williams. Husförhörlängder, Swedish Household 


Examination Records. Minneapolis, MN, 2020. 
• Morris, Geoffrey Fröberg. A Practical Guide to Swedish Church Records for Genealogy and 


Family History. West Jordan, Utah: The Swedish Genealogy Guide, LLC, 2020. 
• Skogsjö, Håkan. Explore Your Swedish Roots. Lyrestad, Sweden: ArkivDigital,2020. 
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Military 
Women served in the military too! Any female who served in the military will have a military 
personnel record just as a male soldier would. Some of these records were impacted by the 1973 
fire at the National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis. Additional information about that fire 
can be found at https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center/fire-1973 but the most 
important thing to remember is that NARA is still working on preserving the records that were 
saved from the fire. Whether you think the fire affected your ancestor’s records or not, don’t 
just assume your ancestor’s file was destroyed in the fire, always submit a request to NARA to 
see if the records still exist. The NARA staff strives to be as helpful as they can be with these 
requests! 


There were those who felt the need to join the war effort before the United States entered the 
war. Many of those individuals crossed the border to Canada and joined the Canadian military 
until the United States entered the war in 1917. Some even signed up with military units in the 
United Kingdom and France.  


 


Army and Army Air Corps (Air Force) 
Women were only allowed to serve in the U.S. Army as nurses from 1901-1917. They served in 
military hospitals in the United States and overseas. Women telephone operators and 
stenographers were recruited by the U.S. Army to serve in France with the Quartermaster Corps. 
Women did not serve in the Army Air Corps (now known as the Air Force) until World War II. 


 
Navy 
Navy Secretary Josephus Daniels issued an order authorizing the enlistment of women in the 
U.S. Navy on March 19, 1917. Two days later the first woman was enlisted in the Navy as a 
Yeoman(F)…she was also America’s first official enlisted woman of any branch of the service. 


 
Marines 
The first woman joined the Marine Corps Reserves in August 1918, another decision of Navy 
Secretary Josephus Daniels. The women who joined the Marine Corps served in clerical 
capacities, freeing male soldiers to be sent to the front lines. 


 
Coast Guard 
Women have served the Coast Guard as civilian lighthouse keepers since the early 1800s. They 
were finally authorized to wear the uniform when the Naval policy of authorizing the enlistment 
of women as female yeoman was extended to the Coast Guard. The female yeoman served as 
uniformed clerical workers at Coast Guard Headquarters in Washington, DC. 
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Prisoners of War/Injuries/Casualties 
Casualty statistics vary widely for the Great War. Estimates range from 9 million to over 15 
million casualties. Wikipedia has a good article on World War I Casualties at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I_casualties. It includes an explanation of 
classification of casualty statistics and a detailed table showing casualties by 1914-1918 borders. 
Influenza and its complications were a common cause of death among women although some 
women were killed during battles and a few were executed for being spies. 


 
Awards and Medals 
There are a number of decorations, awards, and medals earned by military and civilian 
personnel during the Great War. The list of resources was, unfortunately, too lengthy to include 
in this handout and can be found on my website at https://talkingboxgenealogy.com/resources-
and-reading/. 


 
Division and Unit Histories 
Division and Unit Histories are “yearbook style” books published after the Great War that 
contain information on the orders, movements, and soldiers of the book’s focus. Sometimes lists 
of soldiers’ names or even pages of soldiers’ photographs can be found in these histories. I 
recommend searching WorldCat, Hathi Trust or Google to learn whether there was a history 
written on the specific division or unit your ancestor was a part of. 


 
Civilians 
Just because someone didn’t serve in the military during the war, doesn’t mean they didn’t serve 
in some capacity which would have created a record for you to look for! From civic groups to 
Victory Gardens, there is probably a group or cause that your ancestor participated in. Think 
outside the box in your searches. 


 
Women’s Organizations 
There were many women’s organizations already in existence at the start of the Great War and 
many more formed during the war to support the war, military personnel, war relief effort, 
home front efforts, and women’s suffrage. It’s recommended that you search the histories of 
your ancestor’s area to determine which organizations existed in their area during the time 
period you’re researching.  


 
Enemy Aliens 
Many people automatically equate the term enemy alien with World War II, however, once a 
country declared war, natives from belligerent countries were immediately considered enemy 
aliens. Non-naturalized enemy aliens were required to register with U.S. authorities after the 
U.S. entry into the war. This included women of both foreign birth and American birth who were 
married to enemy aliens. 
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Conscientious Objectors 
With any war comes strong opinions and political beliefs. The concept of conscientious objectors 
is not a new concept. There were approximately 64,000 people who claimed conscientious 
objector status. Approximately 80% of those who claimed conscientious objector status still 
went to war. Others were court-martialed or placed into non-combatant roles. When the 
government is involved and requests are made, records exist! 
 
 
Publications about women’s roles during the Great War: 


• Women, War, and Work: The Impact of World War I on Women Workers in 
the United States (Maurine Weiner Greenwald) 


• In Uncle Sam’s Service, Women Workers with the American Expeditionary 
Force (Susan Zeiger) 


• American Women in World War I: They Also Served (Lettie Gavin) 


• Women in the War Zone: Hospital Service in the First World War (Anne 
Powell) 


• I Was a Yeoman (F) (Mrs. Henry F. Butler [Estelle Kemper]), available to be viewed 
online at https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-
alphabetically/i/i-was-a-yeoman-f.html.  


• Women in the Military: An Unfinished Revolution (Jeanne Holm) 


• Two Colored women with the American Expeditionary Forces (Addie W. 
Hunton and Kathryn M. Johnson): available to be viewed online at 
https://archive.org/details/twocoloredwomenw00huntiala.  


• Lady in the Navy: A Personal Reminiscence (Joy B. Hancock) 


• Into the Breach: American Women Overseas in World War I (Dorothy and Carl 
J. Schneider) 


• Women Marines in World War I (Linda L. Hewitt), available to be viewed online at 
http://bit.ly/2BWbGA2.  


• Cultivating Victory: The Women’s Land Army and the Victory Garden 
Movement (Cecilia Gowdy-Wygant) 


• Fruits of Victory: the Women’s Land Army of America in the Great War 
(Elaine F. Weiss) 


• Answering the Call, The U.S. Army Nurse Corps, 1917- 1919, A 
Commemorative Tribute to Military Nursing in World War I (Lisa M. Budreau 
and Richard M. Prior) 


• A History of the U.S. Army Nurse Corps (Mary T. Sarnecky) 


• Highlights in the History of the Army Nurse Corps (Carolyn M. Feller and 
Debora R. Cox) 


• The First, the Few, the Forgotten: Navy and Marine Corps Women in World 
War I (Jean Ebbert) 
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• Finding Themselves: The Letters of an American Army Chief Nurse in a 
British Hospital in France (Julia Stimson) 


• The Hello Girls: America’s First Women Soldiers (Elizabeth Cobbs) 


• World War I’s Hello Girls: Paving The Way For Women In The U.S. Army 
(Elizabeth M. Collins): article available to be viewed online at http://bit.ly/2wwfUIN  


• Mobilizing Minerva: American Women in the First World War (Kimberly 
Jensen) 


• Women Workers in the First World War (Gail Braybon) 


• Serving Proudly: A History of Women in the U.S. Navy (Susan Godson) 


• American Women and the World War (Ida Clyde Clark) 


• Disloyal Mothers and Scurrilous Citizens: Women and Subversion during 
World War I (Kathleen Kennedy) 


• Rosie's Mom: Forgotten Women Workers of the First World War (Carrie 
Brown) 


• The Backwash of War (Ellen N. La Motte) 


• The Second Line of Defense: American Women and World War I (Lynn 
Dumenil) 


• War Girls: The First Aid Nursing Yeomanry in the First World (Janet Lee) 


• The Radium Girls: The Dark Story of America's Shining Women (Kate Moore) 


• The Great War: a guide to the service Records of all the World’s Fighting 
Men and Volunteers by Christine K. Schaefer 


• Women & the U.S. Navy 
(https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/OnlineLibrary/photos/prs-tpic/females/yeoman-
f.htm) 


• Women Marines History, Women Marines Association 
(https://www.womenmarines.org/wm-history): a short history and list of milestones of 
women Marines  


 
 
 
 


Additional resources about women in the Great War can be found on my 
website at https://talkingboxgenealogy.com/resources-and-reading/ 
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Introduction to the Swedish Estate Inventory Records 


Kathy.meade@arkivdigital.com 


 
 
Introduction 
When a Swedish genealogist jumps the pond, the first set of records one usually looks at 
are the Swedish church books. These records are so complete and contain much 
information. However, other sources can provide a deeper look into an ancestor's life. 
 
The estate inventory records provide both genealogical information and information that 
can deepen this understanding.  The estate inventory is a detailed listing of the deceased 
person’s assets and debts. The estate inventory names the deceased heirs.  The estate 
inventory can answer questions about property ownership, household possessions, 
valuables such as gold or silver, books, farm animals, debts, and other items. 


Historical Background 
A law was enacted in 1734 that required an estate inventory to be taken after one’s death 
and registered with the court. In many cases where the deceased had little or no assets, 
no inventory was performed. In some cases, for married couples, the inventory was only 
performed for one spouse, but it was required before the surviving spouse remarried. In 
cases where the deceased had no assets, a relative may have applied for the waiver of the 
performance of the estate inventory. In these cases, a certificate of poverty or fattigbevis 
was issued. In ArkivDigital, you will find certificates of poverty (fattigbevis) for 
Stockholm City. 


Process 
Upon the death of an individual, the parish minister recorded the death and burial in the 
church book. The surviving spouse or heirs would request that an estate inventory be 
performed. Then on an assigned date, the heirs, along with court-appointed appraisers 
(värderingsmän), would meet at the deceased’s house, conduct an inventory of the estate, 
and assign a value to all items in the estate so it could be properly divided among the 
heirs. The inventory would be submitted to the court for probate. The court then 
determined the estate’s distribution, recorded in a document called the “arvskifte.” 


 
The probate was performed by the häradsrätt (district court) for rural parishes and 
rådhusrätt (city court) for city parishes. For persons belonging to the nobility, the 
probate was conducted by the Court of Appeals between 1737 and 1916. 
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Where are the estate inventories? 
PERIOD ORIGINAL DIGITIZED COMMENTS 


Oldest to 1960 Riksarkivet ArkivDigital (All)  
Riksarkivet 
(Parts) 
Family Search  
(Parts) 


(AD) 6,222,438 searchable name indexes                        
(RA) Some searchable indexes  
https://sok.riksarkivet.se/bouppteckningar   


1961-1979 Riksarkivet AD – some in 
Gotland county  
RA - None 


Order from Riksarkivet  
https://riksarkivet.se/bouppteckning                         
Delivery time may be a few weeks. 


1980 - 
6/30/2001 


Riksarkivet Riksarkivet (All) Order from Riksarkivet  
https://riksarkivet.se/bouppteckning-skannad              
(If one has a complete person number and name, 
one will get a scanned copy in an hour by email.)                        


7/1/2001 - 
Today 


Skatteverket Skatteverket (All) Order from Skatteverket  https://skatteverket.se/           
(If one has a complete person number and name, 
one will get a scanned copy within 10 to 15 
minutes by email.)                        


 
ArkivDigital (https://app.arkivdigital.se/ ) provides access to newly photographed color 
images of all the estate inventories from the earliest (the 1600s) to 1960 for all of Sweden 
and up to 1979 for parts of Gotland county. In addition, ArkivDigital has indexed more 
than six million estate inventories so that you can search by name. 
 
The original records are stored in the National Archives of Sweden. You can view images 
of estate inventories from the earliest time times to around 1860 at Riksarkivet 
(https://riksarkivet.se/ ). These records are scans of the microfilms. Some estate 
inventories have been indexed by name but are not as complete as ArkivDigital. 
 
FamilySearch has recently digitized its microfilmed collection of Swedish estate 
inventories. Their collection includes records from the earliest times to about 1860. These 
can be viewed at a Family History Library or Center1.  
 


Search for estate inventory in ArkivDigital 
You can search many estate inventories by name in ArkivDigital by: 


1. Go to app.arkivdigital.se. 
2. Select index search. 
3. Select estate inventories under index source. 
4. You can enter search fields using either simple or advanced search. 


 
1 ArkivDigital is a subscription site, Riksarkivet is free, FamilySearch is free. Only members of the Church 
of Latter Days Saints can view the images from their homes. Non-members must visit a Family History 
Library or Center.  



https://app.arkivdigital.se/

https://riksarkivet.se/
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Case example – search for J. August Svensson’s estate inventory 
In this presentation, we will search for the estate inventory of J. August Svensson, who 
died on September 2, 1875, in Bänarp, Eksjö parish in Jönköping county. Once we find 
his estate inventory, we will walk through the estate inventory, examining the preamble 
inventory and signature page. 
 
Estate Inventory Divisions 
The sections of the estate inventory are the ingress or preamble, the inventory, and a 
signature page. The ingress or preamble provides information about the deceased and 
the heirs. You will usually find the following in the ingress:  


• Date of the estate inventory  
• Deceased’s name and place of residence 
• Deceased’s date of death 
• Names of heirs 
• Names of guardians for children not of legal age and for heirs who may be 


living in another country 
• The daughters’ spouses’ names 


 
The inventory includes all the deceased’s assets and debts with assigned values. These 
are organized into categories: first property such as land, houses, cash, and bank 
accounts, followed by other categories such as copper, wooden items, tin items, 
porcelain, bed clothing, furniture, the deceased’s clothing, animals, tools, and 
miscellaneous items. At the end are outstanding claims (fordringar) and debts (skulder). 
It is wise to study the names of the persons owing and owed money because they may be 
relatives and often can provide clues to solve genealogical mysteries. 
 
The signature page includes the signatures of the family members, guardians, and 
appraisers present at the estate. 
 
Search for the estate inventory in ArkivDigital 
 
We will search by name for the estate inventory using the Index search feature in 
ArkivDigital.  
 


• Go to app.arkivdigital.se 
• Select Index search. 
• Select Estate inventories under Index source. 
• Two search methods are available: simple and advanced. 
• Today, we will use the simple search method. 
• We will enter the following data: 


o August Svensson 1875 Eksjö or First name, Last name, death year, parish. 
o You can enter the data in any order. 


• We get one match. 
• Click on the match, and you will see an index record.  
• There is a link to the source in the index record. Click on the link to see the source. 
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J. August Svensson Estate Inventory – Ingress or Preamble 
År 1875 den 22 November blef på vederbörandes begäran Bouppteckning förrattad efter 
Hemmansegaren J. August Svensson från Bänarp af Eksjö socken. Han afled derstädes 
den 2 nästlidne September och som arfvingar efterlämnade jamte Enkan Anna Lisa 
Magnidotter 2 söner, Frans Gustaf Hjalmar född den 14 Juni 1873, Johan August född 
den 15 October då och 4 döttrar, Maria Antine, född 28 Februari 1862, Helga Gustava, 
född den 5 September 1863, Ida Christina, född den 6 Augusti 1866, och Amanda Ottilia, 
född 9 December 1867, alla omyndiga men deras rätt bevakades af Hemmensegaren G. 
F. Svensson i Olart af Flisby socken, hvilken blifvit af Södra Vedbo Häradsrätt den i 
dennes förordnad till derasmyndige barnens laga förmyndare. Sedan Enkan blifvit 
tillsägd att under edlig förpliktlese uppgifvet boet, sådant det vid dess afleds dödstimma 
befanns, förretogs uppteckningen i följande ordning nämligen 
 
On the 22nd of November 1875, a request was made to perform an estate inventory for 
homeowner J. August Svensson from Bänarp in Eksjö parish. He died there last 
September 2nd, and his heirs survive him: his widow, Anna Lisa Magnidotter, and two 
sons: Frans Gustaf Hjalmar, born on June 14, 1873; Johan August, born October 15 in the 
same year (1875) and four daughters: Maria Antine, born February 28, 1862, Helga 
Gustava born September 5, 1863; Ida Christina born August 6, 1866, and Amanda Ottilia, 
born December 9, 1867, all minors. The children’s rights were guarded by Homeowner 
G.F. Svensson from Olart in Flisby parish. He was named the children's legal guardian by 
the Södra Vedbo district court. Then, under oath, the widow stated that the estate to be 
presented was as it existed at the time of the deceased’s death. The inventory was 
conducted in the following order namely. 


INVENTORY CATEGORIES – J. AUGUST SVENSSON 
 


Swedish English Kr. öre 
Inneliggande contant Cash on hand       10  


Guld Gold       15  
Silfver Silver      110  


Koppar Copper      138 80 
Tenn Pewter          6  


Messing Brass        13  
Möbler Furniture      216 50 


Kökssaker Kitchen items        56 70 
Säng och linkläder Bedding and linen      200 75 


Den afls.gångkläder Deceased’s clothing     152 50 
Diverse saker Miscellaneous items      265 75 


Kreatur Animals    1240  
Fordringar Claims      966 01 


Fastighet Real Estate 19,700  
Summa Tillgångar Total Assets 23,091 01 
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Summa Skulder Total Debts   5167 59 
Summa Behållning  Net Value 17,923 42 


 


Genealogical Problems 
 


1. Use estate inventories to find family. Often the estate inventory provides locations of 
heirs, even exact addresses. Suppose one is looking for someone who has emigrated 
from Sweden. In that case, one strategy is to look for the estate inventories of the 
person’s parents who remained in Sweden and died after the person’s emigration. A 
second strategy is to look for an estate inventory of unmarried siblings who stayed in 
Sweden. Often, the estate inventory will only show the location as North America, 
but you will often see the city and state. If you are lucky, the estate inventory will 
show the exact address of the person you seek. 


2. Find the married daughter – When a woman emigrated to North America, she took 
on her husband’s name, and it isn’t easy to find her not knowing her new name. The 
estate inventory will show the daughter’s married and husband’s names. 


3. Use estate inventories to find the missing father. While this is not a standard solution 
for finding an unknown father, you should always look at the mother’s estate 
inventory because the children’s father might be named. 


Certificates of Poverty (Fattigbevis) 
For individuals who didn’t have any assets at the time of their death to cover the costs 
of performing an estate inventory or bouppteckning, the surviving relatives would submit 
a certificate of poverty (fattigbevis) to the court for approval. 
 
The certificate of poverty (fattigbevis) was an application by a deceased’s surviving 
relative requesting to waive the performance of the estate inventory (bouppteckning) 
because the deceased’s estate was of little value or worthless. This certificate has 
genealogical value because it usually lists the immediate relatives. The certificate of 
poverty usually contains the following: 


• Information about the deceased – name, birth, and death dates 
• Names of immediate surviving relatives 
• Statement requesting a waiver of estate inventory (bouppteckning) 
• Signatures of applicant and witnesses 


 
You will find certificates of poverty (fattigbevis) for Stockholm for the years 1756 to 
1933 in ArkivDigital in the following archives: 
 


• Stockholms rådhusrätt 1:a avdelning (Justitiekollegium, Förmyndarkammaren) 
1756-1924 


• Stockholms rådhusrätt, bouppteckningsavd 1925-1933 
 
We will search for the certificate of poverty for Johannes Eriksson, who died on 
March 19, 1917, in Stockholm. To directly search for a certificate of poverty 
(fattigbevis) in Stockholm’s district court archive (häradsrätt), do the following: 
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1. Access ArkivDigital online. 
2. Select archive search. 
3. Select county type. 
4. Select Stockholm stad 
5. Select Stockholms rådhusrätt 1:a avdelning archive. 
6. In the volume list, you will find the fattigbevis and register till fattigbevis. 
7. Search for person in register till fattigbevis. 1911-1925. 
8. Search for the “E” section and the year 1917. 
9. You will find an entry for Johannes Eriksson at the following reference 


Stockholms rådhusrätt 1:a avdelning (A, AB) EIId:51 (1911-1925) Image 
250 (AID: v494741.b250, NAD: SE/SSA/0145a) 


10. The entry refers to the volume 1917, page 27. 
11. Go to the volume for the fattigbevis for 1917. 
12. Open the book and go to page 27. Reference Stockholms rådhusrätt 


1:a avdelning (A, AB) EIId:41 (1917) Image 350 / Page 27 (AID: 
v494731.b350.s27, NAD: SE/SSA/0145a) 
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Common Words in Estate Inventory 
Preamble 


 


SWEDISH ENGLISH 
Aflidit (Avlidit) Died 
Arvinge Heir 
Barn Children 
Bevaka Secure, is often used to protect the rights of 


minors or heirs living in another county. 
 Boet Estate 


Bouppteckning Estate Inventory 
Derstädes There, in the same place 


 Dödstimma Hour of death 
Döttrar Daughters 
Edlig förpliktelse Holy oath 
Efter After 
Efterlämnat Left behind, survived by 
Följande Following 
Förmyndare Legal guardian 
Förrättades (was) performed 
Förretogs 
 


Conducted 
Hustru Wife 
Laga Legal 
Myndig Of legal age 
Nämligen Namely 
Nästlidne Last 
Omyndig Minor 
Ordning Order 
Protokollet Record, minutes 
Sistlidne Last 
Socken Parish 
Sterbhuset 
(stärbhuset) 


Estate 


Söner Sons 
Värderingsman Appraiser 
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COMMON CATEGORY HEADINGS 
SWEDISH ENGLISH 


Bleck Tin 
Contant (Kontant) Cash 
Diverse Saker Diverse Items 
Fastighet Real Estate 
Fordringar Amounts owed to the deceased. 
Gångkläder Everyday clothing 
Guld Gold 
Jern (Järn) Iron 
Kläder Clothing 
Koppar Copper 
Kreatur Animal 
Kökssaker Kitchen Items 
Körredskap Driving Gear 
Linne Linen 
Mässing Brass 
Möbler Furniture 
Porslin Porcelain 
Redskap Tools 
Skulder Debts, Amounts owed by deceased. 
Sängkläder Bedding 
Tenn Pewter 
Träd Wood 
Tillgånger Assets 
Transport To carry forward, as in addition, from one page to the next. 


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 


Online References – Estate Inventories 
• Family Search Wiki Sweden  


o https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Sweden_Probate_Records  
• ArkivDigital Blogs 


o https://www.arkivdigital.net/blog/bouppteckning/searching-for-estate-
inventories-in-arkivdigital 


o https://www.arkivdigital.net/blog/bouppteckning/review-an-estate-
inventory-ingress-or-preamble  


o https://www.arkivdigital.net/blog/church-books/where-did-klara-settle-
in-north-america  


Online Swedish/English dictionaries 
• Swedish Genealogy guide 1788 and 1814 Swedish/English dictionaries 


o http://swedishgenealogyguide.com/ 
• Good Swedish-English dictionary focused on terms in introductory and 


inventory list sections. 
o http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~swewgw/Fact/Dict/facdic_bou.htm 



https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Sweden_Probate_Records

https://www.arkivdigital.net/blog/bouppteckning/searching-for-estate-inventories-in-arkivdigital

https://www.arkivdigital.net/blog/bouppteckning/searching-for-estate-inventories-in-arkivdigital

https://www.arkivdigital.net/blog/bouppteckning/review-an-estate-inventory-ingress-or-preamble

https://www.arkivdigital.net/blog/bouppteckning/review-an-estate-inventory-ingress-or-preamble

https://www.arkivdigital.net/blog/church-books/where-did-klara-settle-in-north-america

https://www.arkivdigital.net/blog/church-books/where-did-klara-settle-in-north-america

http://swedishgenealogyguide.com/

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/%7Eswewgw/Fact/Dict/facdic_bou.htm
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Sandin family site 
• Site that includes transcriptions and translations of estate inventory registers 


and a pictorial dictionary of objects found in the inventories. 
o http://www.sandinfamily.com/genealogy-resources/bp-xlat-intro.htm 


 History of the Swedish Monetary System 
• http://www.hhogman.se/monetary-system-sweden.htm  


Historical Currency Converter 
• http://www.historicalstatistics.org/Currencyconverter.html  


Pictorial Object Collections 
• https://web.archive.org/web/20170629050639/http://www.domboksforskning.se/


index.htm  
• https://web.archive.org/web/20170630151716/http://www.domboksforskning.se/


foremalslexion/foremalslexikon2.htm 
• https://digitaltmuseum.se/ 


Swedish Historical Newspapers 
• https://tidningar.kb.se/  


Books in English 
Hallgren, Bengt. The World of Cajsa Andersdotter, A close-up view of Sweden in the 


18th and 19th century. CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. 
Johansson, Carl-Erik. Cradled in Sweden. Sandy, Utah: Everton Publishers, 2002. 
Skogsjö, Håkan. Explore Your Swedish Heritage. ArkivDigital AD AB, Lyrestad, 
Sweden, 2020. 
Ågren, Maria. Domestic Secrets Women & Property in Sweden, 1600-1857. 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina: The University of North Carolina Press, 2009. 


Books in Swedish 
Clemensson, Per and Kjell Andersson. Släktforska Steg för Steg. Fallköping: Elanders 


Gummessons, 2003. 
Johansson, Ewa. Släktforskningens Mysterium Lärobok i släktforskning. 


Kristianstad: Kristianstads Boktryckeri AB, 2009. 
Lagerqvist, Lars O. Vad Kostade Det?Lund, Sweden: Historiska Media, 2011. 
Lunsjö, Barbro. Släktforskarens Ordbook Nyckeln Till Bouppteckningar. Natur & 
Kultur, Stockholm,  


Journals 
“Handwriting Example XIV,” Swedish American Genealogist, Volume XXVII 


(June 2007 No. 2), pages 11 and 24. 
“Handwriting Example,” Swedish American Genealogist, Volume XXXII 


(September 2012 No. 3, pages 4 and 22. 
 



http://www.sandinfamily.com/genealogy-resources/bp-xlat-intro.htm

http://www.hhogman.se/monetary-system-sweden.htm

http://www.historicalstatistics.org/Currencyconverter.html

https://web.archive.org/web/20170629050639/http:/www.domboksforskning.se/index.htm

https://web.archive.org/web/20170629050639/http:/www.domboksforskning.se/index.htm

https://web.archive.org/web/20170630151716/http:/www.domboksforskning.se/foremalslexion/foremalslexikon2.htm

https://web.archive.org/web/20170630151716/http:/www.domboksforskning.se/foremalslexion/foremalslexikon2.htm

https://tidningar.kb.se/
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Beginning Genealogy 


 


www.Midwestgenealogycenter.org    
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Getting Started 


 Begin in the present and progress to the past 


 Collect names of family members and their relationship to one another plus key dates/places 


 Always note the source of any information you acquire 


 Interview family members, recording the interviews whenever possible 


 Embrace the challenges – such as changing data, missing records, and the occasional “brick wall” 


 Commit to good research practices 


o Start/stay organized 


 Take advantage of available family history forms such as pedigree and family unit 


charts, research logs, etc. 


 For MGC forms, go to https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/resources/family-


history-forms    


 Develop a plan for storing your discoveries -- paper files vs digital storage 


o Standardize recordkeeping 


 Names:  First name, middle name, LAST NAME (caps) with nicknames in quotes, list 


women with their MAIDEN NAMES  


 Dates:  Day Month Year  12 Oct 1913 


 Places:  City, County, State  Independence, Jackson, MO 


 


 


Extending Your Research 


 U.S. Federal Census records 


o 1790 – 1950+  (restricted from public access for 72 years) 


o Maintained by the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 


o Accessible in numerous publications, on microfilm/fiche, and in many online databases 
o For more information, go to 


 NARA – www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/census/online-resources   


 FamilySearch United States Census Research Wiki - 


https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Federal_Census   


 Cyndi’s List - https://www.cyndislist.com/us/census    


o Tips for using the U.S. Federal Census for genealogy 


 Avoid filling out all search fields when performing an online search 


 Expect inconsistencies – be flexible! 


 Always review the original census page to see any information not included in the 


indexed version and to note the names of the families who lived nearby 


 Document your findings – always cite your sources! 


 State, county, and local records 


o Other censuses – state/territorial, Indian, federal non-population schedules 


  



http://www.midwestgenealogycenter.org/

https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/resources/family-history-forms

https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/resources/family-history-forms

http://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/census/online-resources

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Federal_Census

https://www.cyndislist.com/us/census
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o For a list of state census years, go to the U.S. Census Bureau website -


https://www.census.gov/history/www/genealogy/other_resources/state_censuses.html   


o Vital records – birth, marriage, and death 


 Missouri Digital Heritage – http://www.sos.mo.gov/mdh  


o Legal records – deeds, wills/probate, other court documents 


o For more information, go to 


 The FamilySearch.org Research Wiki for your country, state, county, and/or city 


 Eichholz’s Red Book:  American State, County, and Town Sources – access online at 


https://wiki.rootsweb.com/wiki/index.php/Red_Book:_American_State,_County,_and


_Town_Sources   


 Newspapers – obituaries, news articles, notices, advertisements 


o Found at local libraries, archives and historical societies – hardcopy and/or microfilm 


o Online newspaper databases 


 Library of Congress – https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/  


 Subscription services like Access NewspaperARCHIVE, Newspapers (.com / LE) 


 Other records – see MGC’s Research Checklist for a more comprehensive list of “other” records 


o Military 


o City directories, phone books 


o Church and cemetery records 


o Passenger lists and immigration/naturalization documents 


o Tax and property records 


 
 


Locating Resources 


 Offline 


o State, county, and local libraries and archives 


o County courthouses 


o Church archives 


o Local genealogical and historical societies 


o College/university libraries, presidential and other special-collection libraries 


 Online 


o Internet Archive – http://www.archive.org    


o Cyndi’s List – http://www.cyndislist.com  


o Family Search – https://familysearch.org or 


https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Online_Genealogy_Records_by_Location   


o Find a Grave – http://www.findagrave.com,  BillionGraves – https://billiongraves.com  


o Joe Beine’s Genealogy Branches – https://www.genealogybranches.com/  


o U.S. Genealogy Records Directory – https://ldsgenealogy.com/dir/  


o RootsWeb – https://home.rootsweb.com/  


o USGenWeb Project – https://www.usgenweb.org/  – and other county genealogy websites 


o MGC – https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/resources/resources-for-genealogy   


 


 


Next Steps   


 Connect with other family historians through message board, social media, etc. 


 Host a family reunion to gather others to work on your family’s history “in committee” 


 Improve your genealogy skills with a (free) class or two such as those found in the ONLINE 


LEARNING section of the GET STARTED tab on the MGC website – 


https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/get-started/online-learning  


 Sign up for another MGC class/event at https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/events  



https://www.census.gov/history/www/genealogy/other_resources/state_censuses.html

http://www.sos.mo.gov/mdh

https://wiki.rootsweb.com/wiki/index.php/Red_Book:_American_State,_County,_and_Town_Sources

https://wiki.rootsweb.com/wiki/index.php/Red_Book:_American_State,_County,_and_Town_Sources

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/resources/family-history-forms

http://www.archive.org/

http://www.cyndislist.com/

https://familysearch.org/

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Online_Genealogy_Records_by_Location

http://www.findagrave.com/

https://billiongraves.com/

https://www.genealogybranches.com/

https://ldsgenealogy.com/dir/

https://home.rootsweb.com/

https://www.usgenweb.org/

https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/resources/resources-for-genealogy

https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/get-started/online-learning

https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/events






Irreconcilable Differences in Research – Genealogy KC 2022 
Colleen Battle, Genealogist 
Brigadoon Consulting, Cresson, TX 


 


What skills does a genealogist need to be successful? 


_________________________________________________________________________ 


_________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What are your skills and natural abilities? 


_________________________________________________________________________ 


_________________________________________________________________________ 


 


How do you recognize whether a contributor is an expert or a novice? 


_________________________________________________________________________ 


_________________________________________________________________________ 


 







What steps should I have taken to avoid this mistake? 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


  
What kinds of resources should you access to understand a lack of available data? 
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The Draft Card 


There were three registrations from May 1917 to May 1919: 
• June 5, 1917 – all men ages 21-31 
• June 5, 1918 – those who attained age 21 after June 5, 1917 
• September 12, 1918 – all men ages 18-45 


 


There was also one supplemental registration held on August 24, 1918, for those who 
turned 21 years old after June 5, 1918. NARA has included these records with the 
records of the second registration. 


 


Remember: the draft registration was required by law (the Selective Service Act of 
May 1917), so all men who fell within the indicated age range were required to 
register. This included men living in Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Native Americans, 
prisoners, those considered insane, and anyone in a hospital. 


 


Approximately 23% of the population in 1918 were men who registered for the draft. Not 
everyone who registered for the draft served in the military and not everyone who 
served in the military registered for the draft. Remember, by the time the U.S. started 
the draft up, the Great War had been raging for three years already.  It’s important to 
note that the draft cards are not service cards or records and do not contain 
information about an individual’s military service. 


• Ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/)  
• FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530)  
• Fold3 (https://www.fold3.com/publication/959/wwi-draft-registration-cards)  


 


There were those who felt the need to join the war effort before the United States 
entered the war. Many of those individuals crossed the border to Canada and joined the 
Canadian military until the United States entered the war in 1917. Some even signed up 
with military units in the United Kingdom and France.  


 


Newspapers 


Newspapers are a fantastic way to find out about what was going on during the war. 
From front page news to MIA and KIA notices you never know what gems you might 
find when you look through a newspaper! 


 


  



mailto:danni@talkingboxgenealogy.com
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Military Records 


The list of military records which can be utilized for research is extensive. Some of these 
records were impacted by the 1973 fire at the National Personnel Records Center in St. 
Louis. Additional information about that fire can be found at 
https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center/fire-1973 but the most important 
thing to remember is that NARA is still working on preserving the records that were 
saved from the fire. Whether you think the fire affected your ancestor’s records or not, 
don’t just assume your ancestor’s file was destroyed in the fire, always submit a 
request to NARA to see if the records still exist. The NARA staff strives to be as helpful 
as they can be with these requests! 


 
State Records 


I truly wish I could list every state resource that I’m aware of on this handout but with 
50 states, a federal district, and 14 territories I’m afraid that would make the handout 
entirely too long. Instead, I offer a list of suggestions for finding state resources: 


• Check with your state historic society to see if they have record holdings related 
to the Great War 


• Check with a state-sponsored library to see if they have record holdings related to 
the War 


• Don’t forget about the smaller, local libraries! 


• Soldiers technically were required to file their discharge papers at the local 
county courthouse; these may have been filed in the “loose papers” and may 
require some piece-by-piece searching 


• Do a Google search for your state name and either World War I or the Great War 


• Do a Google search for your state name and either a specific year within the Great 
War period or the overall time frame; use the advanced search options in Google 
for this type of search 


 


Civilians 


Just because someone didn’t serve in the military during the war, doesn’t mean they 
didn’t serve in some capacity which would have created a record for you to look for! 
From civic groups to Victory Gardens, there is probably a group or cause that your 
ancestor participated in. Think outside the box in your searches. 
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Prisoners of War/Injuries/Casualties 


Casualty statistics vary widely for the Great War. Estimates range from 9 million to over 
15 million casualties. Wikipedia has a good article on World War I Casualties at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I_casualties. It includes an explanation of 
classification of casualty statistics and a detailed table showing casualties by 1914-1918 
borders. Influenza and its complications were a common cause of death. 


 


Awards and Medals 


There are a number of decorations, awards, and medals earned by military and civilian 
personnel during the Great War. The list of resources was, unfortunately, too lengthy to 
include in this handout and can be found on my website at 
https://talkingboxgenealogy.com/resources-and-reading/. 


 


Division and Unit Histories 


Division and Unit Histories are “yearbook style” books published after the Great War 
that contain information on the orders, movements, and soldiers of the book’s focus. 
Sometimes lists of soldiers’ names or even pages of soldiers’ photographs can be found 
in these histories. I recommend searching WorldCat, Hathi Trust or Google to learn 
whether there was a history written on the specific division or unit your ancestor was a 
part of. 


 


Enemy Aliens 


Many people automatically equate the term enemy alien with World War II, however, 
once a country declared war, natives from belligerent countries were immediately 
considered enemy aliens. Non-naturalized enemy aliens were required to register with 
U.S. authorities after the U.S. entry into the war. 


 


Conscientious Objectors 
With any war comes strong opinions and political beliefs. The concept of conscientious 
objectors is not a new concept. There were approximately 64,000 people who claimed 
conscientious objector status. Approximately 80% of those who claimed conscientious 
objector status still went to war. Others were court-martialed or placed into non-
combatant roles. When the government is involved and requests are made, records 
exist! 
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Miscellaneous 


Interested in learning more about the Great War in general? Here’s some resources that 
might help you. 


 


Books containing general information about the Great War and the AEF: 


• First World War For Dummies (Dr. Seán Lang) 


• The War to End All Wars (E.M. Coffman) 


• Over There (Frank Freidel) 


• Lady in the Navy: A Personal Reminiscence (Joy B. Hancock) 


• I Was a Yeoman (F) (Mrs. Henry F. Butler [Estelle Kemper]), available to be 
viewed online at https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-
room/title-list-alphabetically/i/i-was-a-yeoman-f.html.  


• Soldiers’ Songs and Slang of the Great War (collected by Martin Pegler) 


• The Doughboys (Gary Meade) 


 


Books containing detailed information about the Great War and the AEF: 


• American Armies and Battlefields in France (GPO) 


• Order of Battle of United States Land Forces in the World War, 1917-1919 (U.S. 
Army) 


• World War I: The U.S. Army Overseas (U.S. Army Center for Military History) 


• Official Record of the United States’ Part in The Great War (Leonard Porter 
Ayres), available to be viewed online at 
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/digital/collection/p15012coll10/id/1157. (This listing 
has been included under the “Awards and Medals” section because it contains 
information regarding the men who received the Congressional Medal of Honor) 


 


 
 
 


Additional Great War resources can be found on my website at 
https://talkingboxgenealogy.com/resources-and-reading/ 
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Key Websites to Help with Your Irish Research  
Presentation to GenealogyKC 2022 


Presenter: John Manning 
 


Background 


• The number of Irish genealogy websites has risen dramatically in recent years. With over 70 
million people worldwide claiming some Irish ancestry, there has been a corresponding 
increased interest in people exploring their family history.   


General Interest Websites 


• Ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com). (Subscription) 
• Findmypast.com (https://www.findmypast.com). (Subscription) 
• FamilySearch.org (https://www.familysearch.org). (Free) 
• MyHeritage.com (https://www.myheritage.com/). (Subscription) 
• General Register Office of Northern Ireland (GRONI) (https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk/). 


(Free/detailed information downloads require purchases of credits) – It contains an online 
database of civil registration records for counties Antrim, Armagh, Down, Londonderry, 
Fermanagh, and Tyrone. 


• Irish Ancestors (https://www.johngrenham.com/). (One-part is free/one-part subscription) – 
Does not hold any record collections. Provides information and direction for Irish ancestry 
research. 


• IrishGenealogy.ie (https://www.irishgenealogy.ie/en/). (Free) – Holds pre-20th century church 
records of baptisms, marriages, and burials for selected Church of Ireland and Roman Catholic 
parishes; and Ireland's civil registration indexes of births, marriages, and deaths. 


• National Archives of Ireland (https://genealogy.nationalarchives.ie/). (Free) -   Contains the 
1901 and 1911 censuses, tithe applotment books dating from the 1820s and 1830s, and 
Calendars of Wills and Administration from 1858-1922. 


• Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) (https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni). (Free) - 
Includes the six counties of Antrim, Armagh, Down, Fermanagh, Londonderry, and Tyrone. While 
it does not provide online access to Census, vital, or church records, it does have a "Name 
Search" capability which allows you to search several indexes to pre-1858 wills, some surviving 
fragments of the 1740 and 1766 religious censuses, 1775 dissenters' petitions and coroners' 
inquest papers from 1872 to 1920. 


• RootsIreland.ie (https://www.rootsireland.ie/). (Subscription) – Managed by the nonprofit Irish 
Family History Foundation (IFHF), it contains church records of mixed denominations and has 
transcribed birth, marriage, and death certificates for some counties. 


Emigration and Immigration Websites 


• Boston Passenger Manifest for 1848-1891 
(https://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/arcsrch/PassengerManifestSearchContents.html). (Free) - 
Massachusetts state officials started recording the names of immigrants who arrived by ship in 
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January of 1848. This procedure continued until July 1891, when federal records-keeping 
programs superseded the states. Over one million immigrants came through the Port of Boston 
during this period, and the online database allows for a search of the passenger name, ship 
names, and arrival dates. 


• Castle Garden Database (pre-1892) (http://www.castlegarden.org/). (Free) – It contains eleven 
million searchable records of immigrants who arrived at the Port of New York from 1820 – 1892. 


• Ellis Island Database (post-1891) (https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/EIDB/ellisgold.html). 
(Free) – Uses a search engine that allows multiple types of queries (passenger name, ship name, 
and arrival dates) to access the database provided by the Ellis Island website 
(https://www.statueofliberty.org/discover/passenger-ship-search/). 


Census and Census Substitutes Websites 


• Census of Ireland 1901/1911 and Census fragments and substitutes, 1821-51 
(http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/). (Free). 


• Valuation Office books 1824-1856 (http://census.nationalarchives.ie/search/vob/home.jsp). 
(Free) – Contains assessor notes that supported Griffith's Valuation of Tenements. 


• Irish Flax Growers and Hearthmoney Rolls, 1796 
(https://www.failteromhat.com/flax1796.php). (Free) – In 1796, the Irish Linen Board published 
a list of nearly 60,000 individuals in 1796 who planted at least one acre of flax. (Note: 
https://www.failteromhat.com/index.php has multiple indexed sources, including several 
Census, directory, and cemetery transcriptions).  


Note: Griffith's Valuation of Tenements, an excellent substitute, is widely available online. It is available 
on Ancestry (in the Irish Wills, probate & tax collection) and as "Ireland Tithe Applotment Books, 1814-
1855" on FamilySearch.org. 


Church Records Websites 


• National Library of Ireland Roman Catholic Parish Registers (https://registers.nli.ie/). (Free) - 
web-repository of parish records dating from the 1740s to the 1880s. 


• Irish Genealogy – Church Records (https://churchrecords.irishgenealogy.ie/churchrecords/). 
(Free) – Contains some Roman Catholic and Church of Ireland records of Dublin City, County 
Kerry, County Carlow, and County Cork. It also contains some Presbyterian records relating to a 
congregation in Lucan. 


• Parish Records – Church of Ireland (https://www.ireland.anglican.org/about/rcb-
library/anglican-record-project). (Free) - Ongoing digitization effort to make the registers of 
baptism, marriage, and burial from Church of Ireland parishes available. Some additional records 
are available at https://www.ireland.anglican.org/about/rcb-library/online-parish-records. 


Court and Prison Records Websites 


• Ireland Landed Estate Court Files, 1850-1885 (https://www.familysearch.org). (Free) – Includes 
information on bankruptcies. 


• Ireland Prison Registers, 1790-1924 (https://www.familysearch.org). (Free).  
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Estate, Land, and Property Records Websites 


• Registry of Deeds Index Project Ireland (https://irishdeedsindex.net/index.php). (Free) - 
Ongoing effort to index records held at the Registry of Deeds in Dublin. It can be searched by 
name at https://irishdeedsindex.net/search/index.php. 


• Connacht and Munster Landed Estates project. (Free) – Unfortunately, hackers took the 
University's website down in September 2021. There is a workaround by going to 
http://52.18.205.240/. It does not have all of the functionality of the University's website, but 
you can search for landed estates and historic houses in Connacht and Munster, c. 1700-1914. 
Can search by family name, estate, and houses. 


Taxation Records Websites 


• Ireland Tithe Applotment Books, 1814-1855 (https://www.familysearch.org). (Free) 
• National Archives of Ireland Tithe Applotment Books 


(http://titheapplotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie/search/tab/home.jsp). (Free). 


Probate Records Websites 


• Wills and Will Calendars (https://apps.proni.gov.uk/WillsCalendar_IE/WillsSearch.aspx). (Free) - 
From the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) provides an index to Will Calendar 
entries for the District Probate Registries of Armagh, Belfast, and Londonderry (1858 to 1965). 
View digital images of copy wills for Armagh (1858 to 1918), Belfast (1858 to 1909), and 
Londonderry (1858 to 1899). 


• Calendars of Wills and Administrations 1858 – 1920 
(http://www.willcalendars.nationalarchives.ie/search/cwa/home.jsp). (Free) – The National 
Archives of Ireland has searchable Will Calendars covering the whole of Ireland up to 1917, only 
the 26 counties in the Republic from 1918 – 1920. 


• Will Registers 1858-1900 (http://census.nationalarchives.ie/search/wr/home.jsp). (Free) – 
While original Irish wills in the custody of the Public Record Office were destroyed in the fire of 
June 1922, copies of wills proved in District Registries from 1858 on surviving in Will Registers 
are an exact replacement for the originals which were lost (less original signatures).  


Civil Registration Websites 


• Births, Marriages, and Deaths  IrishGenealogy.ie 
(https://civilrecords.irishgenealogy.ie/churchrecords/civil-search.jsp). (Free) – Free search of the 
indexes for births, marriages, and deaths. 


Note: FamilySearch.org is also a valuable source of civil registration information 
(https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Ireland_Civil_Registration). 
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Newspaper Websites 


• Irish Newspapers Archive (https://www.irishnewsarchive.com/). (Free) - Access newspapers 
from 1738 to the present. 


• Ireland Old News (http://www.irelandoldnews.com/). (Free) - Free online database holds 
newspaper transcriptions from most Irish counties (Carlow, Laois, Longford, Westmeath, and 
Wexford are not included). The years and extent of coverage vary. 


• Belfast Newsletter Index, 1737-1800 (https://www.ucs.louisiana.edu/bnl/). (Free) - Database 
covers 1737–1800, with some gaps.  


Maps 


• Surname Distribution (mid 1800s) (https://www.swilson.info/sdist.php). (Free) - Provides 
surname distribution maps based on Griffiths Valuation. 


• Irish Surname Maps based upon 1901 and 1911 censuses of Ireland 
(https://www.barrygriffin.com/surname-maps/irish/). (Free) - Maps are based on data from 
Ireland's 1901 and 1911 censuses. 


• Ireland, Ordnance Survey, 1824 – 1846 (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2192/) – 
Subscription) - maps of Ireland published in 1846 were used to support land valuations for tax 
purposes. 


Recommended Reading: 


• Christian, Peter. The Genealogist's Internet. New York, A&C Black Business Information and 
Development, 2012; ISBN: 1408159570. 


• Grenham, John. Tracing Your Irish Ancestors. Dublin, Gill Books, 2019; ISBN: 0717174654. 
• Maxwell, Ian. Tracing Your Northern Irish Ancestors: A Guide for Family Historians. S.L., Pen & Sword 


Family History, 2016; ISBN: 1473851793. 
• Paton, Chris. Tracing Your Irish Family History on the Internet: A Guide for Family Historians. S.L., Pen 


& Sword Family History, 2019; ISBN: 1526757818. 
• Ryan, James G. Irish Records: Sources for Family and Local History. Dublin, Flyleaf Press/Ancestry, 


1999; ISBN: 1681620049. 
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Overview 
Depicted in various popular culture mediums ranging from books to movies, the Oklahoma 
Land Run of 1889 heralded the opening of the Unassigned Lands in Oklahoma for settlement. 
The decision to open this area for settlement had a history of its own, stretching over 
approximately a 20-year period, which eventually led to the official opening of the Unassigned 
Lands for settlement. The events that ensued changed the United States forever. There were a 
total of four additional land runs held in Oklahoma, each dissecting a different piece of the 
Unassigned Lands and each creating records which can provide genealogists with detailed 
information about the people and land involved. 
 


History 
Oklahoma is a federal-land (public-domain) state, where unclaimed land was surveyed, then 
granted or sold by the government through federal and state land offices. Individuals could 
acquire land from the government through cash purchases or by homesteading the land. Claims 
had to be registered at land offices. After land was distributed to private ownership, subsequent 
transactions, including deeds and mortgages, were recorded by the county. 


Oklahoma Land Offices: 


● Guthrie (1889) ● Kingfisher (1889) ● Oklahoma City (1890) 
● Beaver (1891) ● Alva (1893) ● Enid (1893) 
● Perry (1893) ● Woodward (1893) ● Mangum (1897) 
● El Reno (1901) ● Lawton (1901)  


Resources 


• Land entry case files: held at National Archives and Records Administration 
(Washington, DC) 


• Introduction and Links to Resources on Land Entry Case Files and Related 
Records (https://www.archives.gov/research/land): how to do research in Land Entry 
Case Files at the National Archives 


• Original tract books and township plats of general land offices: held at Bureau 
of Land Management (Santa Fe, NM) 


• Bureau of Land Management General Land Office Records 
(https://glorecords.blm.gov/): online access to Federal land records for the Public Land 
States 


• Local land office records: held at Oklahoma Department of Libraries 
(https://libraries.ok.gov/), State Archives Division (Oklahoma City, OK) 


• Oklahoma Digital Prairie (https://digitalprairieok.net/): electronic library provided 
by the Oklahoma Department of Libraries which includes state collections containing 
documents, photographs, newspapers, maps, audio/visual content, and more 
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• Oklahoma County Plats, 1889 (https://www.okhistory.org/research/plat1889): 
index of names extracted from US land patents homesteads: Oklahoma County, 
Oklahoma Territory Land Run of April 22, 1889 (lists only those who received the final 
certificate for their land) 


• The Gateway to Oklahoma History (https://gateway.okhistory.org/): an online 
repository of Oklahoma history from the Oklahoma Historical Society 


• Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage Center (http://www.csrhc.org/): Oklahoma 
museum focusing on the settlement and development of Northwest Oklahoma, 
beginning with the Land Run of 1893 


• The Chronicles of Oklahoma (https://www.okhistory.org/publications/chronicles): 
official journal of the OHS; many issues contain articles about the different land runs 


• Family Search Wiki: Oklahoma Land and Property 
(https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Oklahoma_Land_and_Property) 


• Oklahoma Territorial Museum and Carnegie Library 
(https://www.okterritorialmuseum.org/): museum focusing on Oklahoma Territorial 
history with documents pertaining to the creation of the Unassigned Lands, the Land 
Run of 1889, and the homestead experience 


• City Directories 
 Oklahoma Historical Society: Smith's First Directory of Oklahoma 


Territory For the Year Commencing August 1, 1890 
(https://www.okhistory.org/research/smiths): a searchable database of Smith’s 
First Directory of Oklahoma Territory for the Year Commencing August 1, 1890 


• Census Records 
 Online (Ancestry, HeritageQuest, Family Search, etc.) 
 Libraries (microfilm or online access via library subscription) 
 National Archives 


• County and City Histories 


• Newspapers 
 Family Search Wiki: United States Newspapers 


(https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Newspapers)  
 Library of Congress – Chronicling America, Historic American Newspapers 
 Genealogy Bank, Newspapers.com, Newspaper Archive, Ancestry 


• Oklahoma GenWeb (http://www.okgenweb.net/) 


• Western History Collections at the University of Oklahoma Libraries system 
(https://libraries.ou.edu/content/western-history-collections-0): a search for “land 
rush” will provide a number of different results from books to photographs to special 
collections 


• All Black Towns of Oklahoma Map, Created by the Oklahoma Historical 
Society, OHS 
(https://www.okhistory.org/publications/enc/viewer?entry=AL009&id=26000#page/0
/mode/1up) 


• U.S. Statutes at Large, Volume 26 (1890-1891), 51st Congress, 
(https://www.loc.gov/item/llsl-v26/): PDF of the act which created Oklahoma from the 
Library of Congress (the Oklahoma Organic Act begins on the bottom of page 81). 
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1889 (1st run) 
• Unassigned lands 


 
8 May 1890  


• The Oklahoma 
Organic Act of 1889 
added the Oklahoma 
panhandle to the 
territory and opened 
it for settlement 


 
22 September 1891 (2nd 
run) 


• Iowa 
• Sac & Fox 
• Pottawatomie-


Shawnee 
 
19 April 1892 (3rd run) 


• Cheyenne 
• Arapaho 


 
16 September 1893 (4th 
run) 


• Pawnee 
• Tonkawa 
• Cherokee Outlet 


 
25 May 1895 (5th run) 


• Kickapoo 
 
1896 


• Supreme Court 
returns Greer 
County lands to 
Oklahoma from 
Texas 


 
6 August 1901 (auction) 


• Wichita-Caddo 
• Comanche-Kiowa-


Apache 
 
3 December 1906 thru 
15 December 1906 (auction) 


• “Big Pasture” land in 
Oklahoma Territory 
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(James W. Smith, publisher) 


• The Cherokee Strip: Its History & Grand Opening (D. Earl Newsom) 
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Anderson) 


• Indomitable Oklahoma Women (Opal Hartsell Brown) 


• Journey Toward Hope: A History of Blacks in Oklahoma (Jimmie Lewis Franklin) 


• Oklahoma: A History of Five Centuries (Arrell M. Gibson) 
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• The Cherokee Strip: A Tale of an Oklahoma Boyhood (James Marquis) 


• Oklahoma City, from Public Land to Private Property (Berlin B. Chapman) 


• The Formation of the State of Oklahoma, 1803–1906 (Roy Gittinger) 


 


 


Additional Oklahoma resources can be found on my website at 
https://talkingboxgenealogy.com/resources-and-reading/ 
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		World War I veteran

		

		An American flag



		

		World War II veteran

		

		Someone with your first name



		

		Korean War veteran

		

		The letter “Z”



		

		Civil War veteran

		

		A dog



		

		Revolutionary War veteran

		

		a cross, or other religious emblem



		

		Someone born in another country

		

		A bird



		

		An angel

		

		Someone with your last name



		

		A flower

		

		A statue of a person



		

		Someone who died before 1900

		

		A lamb



		

		Some one who lived to be over 90

		

		Something written in another language



		

		Moss or lichen on a gravestone

		

		A doctor or nurse



		

		Someone who died before the age of 10

		

		Praying hands



		

		A gravestone taller than you

		

		A tombstone that tells a person’s job



		

		A footstone

		

		A broken tombstone



		

		A mausoleum 

		

		A mason, Rotary Club, Lion’s Club emblem



		

		A gravestone with only initials

		

		A poem 



		

		A person whose first and last names start with the same letter

		

		A family relationship word (mother, father, wife, husband, son, daughter)



		

		When was the cemetery founded

		

		A photo on a gravestone



		

		Youngest age found

		

		Oldest age found



		

		Most unusual name

		

		Most common name (you found a lot)



		

		An obelisk

		

		Gravestone that describes cause of death



		

		An Astrological symbol

		

		Object other than flowers left on a grave
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Búsquedas en 
español


Por Loraine Mojica McCall







Nunca Pensé
¿Porqué nos interesa saber de nuestros ancestros?



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wYiTSBaory4





¿Cómo comezamos ?







Entrevistas
• Familiares vivos
• Fotos antiguas


• “tesoros”
 


Al hacer entrevistas debemos tener 
un lista de preguntas que: 


● Traen recuerdos gratos.


● Le hacen recordar de su niñez o familia


● De sus circunstancias o modo de vivir


Preparación


1. Si tienes fotos o la persona que estás 


entrevistando tiene fotos, utilizalas.


2. Si tienes pequeños tesoros familiares, 


pregúntale de ellos.


3. Si tienes forma de grabar la entrevista, 


sería una forma excelente para 


preservar éstos recuerdos también. 







Documentos







Acta de 
nacimientos
Fecha • Lugar


Datos de los padres y a veces 
también contienen información de 
los abuelos paternos y maternos.







Acta de Bautismo
Fecha • Lugar • Parróquea


Datos de los padres y padrinos (que 
en veces son familiares también) E 
inclusive pueden contener 
información de los abuelos paternos 
y maternos.







Acta de 
Defunción
Fecha • Lugar • Cónyuge • Familia


Datos cómo falleció el individuo, 
lugar, con quienes vivió, si era viudo, 
casado, soltero, edad de muerte, si 
tuvo hijos. Si sus hijos estaban vivos 
cuando el individuo falleció, padres, 
etc.







Censos
Fecha • Lugar • Familia


Datos de todos los que vivieron en el 
mismo lugar. 


Nota: Es posible que los informantes 
de los censos en ir casa en casa no 
fueron a todas las casas y la 
información fue distribuída por un 
vecino. Y por ende la información 
incorrecta.







¿Dónde encuentro a mis ancestros?
Ingredients


● Información oral


● Biblias de familias


● Diarios de familias


● Documentos Civiles


● Registros Civiles


En cada documento 


Debemos leer cada documento ya 


que toda la información que esté en 


el documento puede ser más 


información de lo que está 


indexada. 


Leer en cursivo es un talento que 


debemos desarrollar para 


interpretar los documentos.


Cuando vemos los documentos, 


debemos corroborar los detalles 


que confirman detalles de otros 


documentos.


Tenemos que tener paciencia que 


los informantes no dieron 


información correcta. Ejemplo en 


acta de defunción. 







Contacto
Loraine (Mojica) McCall
ldmojica@gmail.com


Facebook


@ldmojica


Instagram


@mojicaphotography






· [bookmark: _GoBack]Let’s Play Genealogy!

· Getting your young family members involved in the fun of genealogy



· Alexis Miller Mayo

· alexis.mmayo@gmail.com

· 

· GAMES

· Playing “Guess Who?”with family photos and names

· Match people: spouses, parents and children in a rummy type game. Collect pairs and families. Points for the most people at the end.

· 

· Make a “Trivial Pursuit” game with family stories

· Who was a doctor, lawyer or teacher?

· Which family was the first immigrant to the USA?

· Who fought in the Civil War?

· Who owned a pink 1958 Cadillac?

· Who was in the 1802 wagon train that crossed a frozen Mississippi River?

· 

· Make puzzles out of family / ancestral portraits

· 

· Have a cemetery scavenger hunt.  Here’s a list of people, wars, occupations, etc to find.

· Make it a day

· No electricity / no technology day – have a list of tasks and entertainment

· Take a field trip to family homes or family historical sites. Don’t forget to take photos.

· Only cook from recipes from ancestors – cook it over a campfire

· Go collecting cuttings (with permission) from family gardens to put into a genealogical garden at your house.

· Go to a reenactment in costume for the day – Renfest – Civil War – Local Fort, We went to Fort Laramie

· 

· Learn an old-time occupation / hobby

· In the home	

· Spinning

· Knitting, Crocheting

· Quilting

· Weaving 

· Hand sewing

· Tatting (Lace making)

· Calligraphy

· 	

· Occupations outside home

· Wood carving

· Cabinetry

· Candle making

· Leatherwork / shoemaking

· Raising Rabbits

· Jewelry

· Building a structure

· Old time games & Activities

· Whist

· Button spinners

· Hoops and sticks

· Jacks

· Jump rope

· Yo-yos

· Make a whistle

· Gin Rummy / Horserace Rummy

· Duck, Duck, Goose

· Dodge ball

· Red Rover

· 20 questions

· Hootenanny

· Square dancing

· Fun books

· “A Dangerous Book for Boys”

· “A Daring Book for Girls”

· “Great American Depression Book of Fun, Book” by John O’Dell






K E Y  W O R D S


ACROSS
3


5
6
8


10
11
13


DOWN
1
2


4


7
9
12


The sound produced in the larynxes of multiple persons used to make speech or 
song.


"Can You Remember Your Grandmother's Voice?"


Bring to one's mind an awareness of someone or something that one has seen, 
known, or experienced.
Transfer data from one device (like a computer)  to another computer to another.
Recorded, transmitted, or reproduced sound.
The principal method of human communication, consisting of words used in a 
structured or conventional way. Words conveyed by speech, writing, or gesture.


Accounts of people and events told or written down.
Interactive structured information which can be downloaded by a user to a mobile 
device.


To bring something into existence.
Pictures made using a camera.


Things remembered from the past; recollections.
The FamilySearch online pedigree chart with person pages for each person. Used for 
documenting ancestors.
A piece of printed or electronic matter that provides information or evidence or that 
serves as an official record.
Persons from whom one is descended.


1


2


6/7


8


5


9


10


11


4


12


3


13








• Let’s Play Genealogy! 
• Getting your young family members involved in the fun of 


genealogy 
 


• Alexis Miller Mayo 
• alexis.mmayo@gmail.com 
•  


• GAMES 
• Playing “Guess Who?”with family photos and names 
• Match people: spouses, parents and children in a rummy type game. Collect 


pairs and families. Points for the most people at the end. 
•  
• Make a “Trivial Pursuit” game with family stories 


• Who was a doctor, lawyer or teacher? 
• Which family was the first immigrant to the USA? 
• Who fought in the Civil War? 
• Who owned a pink 1958 Cadillac? 
• Who was in the 1802 wagon train that crossed a frozen Mississippi River? 
•  


• Make puzzles out of family / ancestral portraits 
•  
• Have a cemetery scavenger hunt.  Here’s a list of people, wars, occupations, etc 


to find. 


• Make it a day 
• No electricity / no technology day – have a list of tasks and entertainment 
• Take a field trip to family homes or family historical sites. Don’t forget to take 


photos. 
• Only cook from recipes from ancestors – cook it over a campfire 
• Go collecting cuttings (with permission) from family gardens to put into a 


genealogical garden at your house. 
• Go to a reenactment in costume for the day – Renfest – Civil War – Local Fort, 


We went to Fort Laramie 
•  


• Learn an old-time occupation / hobby 
• In the home  
• Spinning 
• Knitting, Crocheting 
• Quilting 
• Weaving  
• Hand sewing 
• Tatting (Lace making) 
• Calligraphy 
•   
• Occupations outside home 
• Wood carving 
• Cabinetry 
• Candle making 
• Leatherwork / shoemaking 
• Raising Rabbits 



mailto:alexis.mmayo@gmail.com





• Jewelry 
• Building a structure 


• Old time games & Activities 
• Whist 
• Button spinners 
• Hoops and sticks 
• Jacks 
• Jump rope 
• Yo-yos 
• Make a whistle 
• Gin Rummy / Horserace Rummy 
• Duck, Duck, Goose 
• Dodge ball 
• Red Rover 
• 20 questions 
• Hootenanny 
• Square dancing 


• Fun books 
• “A Dangerous Book for Boys” 
• “A Daring Book for Girls” 
• “Great American Depression Book of Fun, Book” by John O’Dell 


 



https://mymcpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/3526781110
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City Directories Can Add Details 


and Solve Mysteries 
 


Char Mitts 


C & J Genealogical Services 


cjgenealogy@gmail.com 
 


History of City Directories  


 Early City Directories 


o Earliest 1595 in London, 


England 


o 1782 in Charlestown 


o 1785 in Philadelphia 


o 1789 in Boston 


o 1796 in Baltimore 


o 1799 in Hartford 


 Five largest U. S. cities had cities directories, creating a new industry 


 Produced by individuals to supplement their regular occupations 


o Newspaper editor, postmasters, school principals, businessmen 


o By mid-1800 full-time directory publishers - staggered directory within region 


 End of 1800s – producing directories became big business 


o Trade associations formed to promote publishing of quality directories and 


prevent fraudulent publishers and canvassers 


o Added more information to make directories usefully year round 


 Early 1930s - growth of larger cities became too large to produce city directories 


o Last produced 


 Queens 1912, Brooklyn 1913, New York city 1925 


 WPA did many directories during 1931 & 1933 


 Smaller cities produced directories even into the 1960s  


 example: Melrose, Massachusetts at least to 1962  


 


Purpose of City Directories 


Businessmen    
o A tool to identify customers and 


potential customers    


o Addresses for deliveries   


o Stability of customers for purpose of 


credit 


 


 


 


 


Publishers 


o Support their customers for more 


sells  


o Produce timely information 


in regular intervals (1 to 2 


years) 


o Canvased area for each 


publication, not an update,  


o Information was compiled 


the year before publication


Why Use City Directories – many reasons are the same as its purpose 


o Produced in regular intervals, ancestors movement within city and pinpoint year of 


immigration 


o Increased information in each edition through the years 


o Census supplement and fill in between federal census years 


o New for each publication, not updated – mistakes not perpetuated 



mailto:cjgenealogy@gmail.com
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o Includes those that don’t pay taxes, own land, are renter, new to the area and temporary 


residents 


o Narrow down when changes in occupations occurred  


o Locate organizations, clubs churches, cemeteries, school, etc. that might had been part of 


your ancestor’s life. 


o Research old buildings 


 


City Directories may contain 


o Publisher’s introduction – helpful to 


get the feel of the place and time 


period, or live in the area which was 


canvased, changes in street 


renumbering, etc. 


o Ancestor’s name, occupation, 


address 


o Wife’s name 


o Others at the same address 


o Abbreviations 


o Name and address of employment 


o Classifieds of business  


o Names, business that was part of 


your ancestor’s life 


o Street directory – helps pinpoint 


where ancestor lived, relatives, place 


of employment, and nearest 


churches, schools, hospitals and 


cemeteries. 


o Maps of city - ward boundaries are 


the jurisdictional units of the city 


o History of city 


o Events since previous edition 


o List of social and fraternal 


organizations 


o Possible brief history & 


leaders 


o List of churches, school, and 


cemeteries 


o City laws and ordinances  


o List of city officials 


o Publisher’s introduction 


 


Where to Find City Directories 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Learn More about City Directories 


Creative Gene, Jasia. “I Won the E-bay Bid” - The first of an eleven part series blog describing 


 the contains of the 1925-26 Detroit City Directory she purchased on E-bay.  


http://creativegene.blogspot.com/2007/03/i-won-ebay-bid.html. 2007 


Remington, Gordon Lewis. “Research in Directories” in The Source: A Guidebook of American  


Using a City Directory 


 


1. Obtain the needed city directory 


2. Log & Cite the source – watch 


how the directory is indexed 


3. Review the index 


4. Review the sponsors or 


advertisers 


5. Review the residential listings 


6. Review the business listings 


7. Review the street and avenue 


section 


8. Analyze the gathered information 


9. Repeat with the next directory 
 


 Local repositories – printed and microfilm 
o Libraries, archives, & historical societies 


 My Heritage - www.myheritage.com 


 Ancestry.com – www.ancestry.com   


 Internet Archive – www.archive.org  


 Google Books – www.books.google.com  


 FamilySearch – Research Wiki 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_
States_Directories 


 Library of Congress – printed and microfilm – 
need to visit on-site 


           
https://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/bib_guid/telephonn
oncurr.html 


Allen County Public Library – 
http://www.acphl.lib.in.us/  large on-site collection 
Fold3.com – www.fold3.com – Few directories (free 
at Family History Centers) 


 



http://creativegene.blogspot.com/2007/03/i-won-ebay-bid.html

https://www.myheritage.com/

http://www.ancestry.com/

http://www.archive.org/

http://www.books.google.com/

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Directories

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Directories

https://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/bib_guid/telephonnoncurr.html

https://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/bib_guid/telephonnoncurr.html

https://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/bib_guid/telephonnoncurr.html

https://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/bib_guid/telephonnoncurr.html

http://www.acphl.lib.in.us/

http://www.acphl.lib.in.us/

http://www.fold3.com/
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Genealogy, 3
rd


 ed., Loretto Dennis Szucs and Sandra Hargreaves Luebking, eds., Salt 


Lake City: Ancestry, 2006 325-352 


http://www.ancestry.com/wiki/index.php?title=City_Directories  


Robbins, Miriam J. “Tuesday’s Tip: City Directories” AnceStories: The Stories of My Ancestors  


 http://ancestories1.blogspot.com/2008/12/tuesdays-tip-city-directories.html 2008 


Rasmussen, Geoffrey D. “How I Debunked an Online Tree Hint” [Using a city directory]  


https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/how-i-debunked-an-online-tree-hint/ 


 


On YouTube – (in order when it was published) 


“Researching Your House: City Directories”- thecityoftoronto (1 yr)  


 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e78GPVDp8L0  


“Using City Directories to Find Clues to Bust Genealogy Brick Walls” - Family History  


 Fanatics (1 yr) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=telx-Fnoy68  


“City Directories: A Great Tool for Genealogy and History Research” – TheNJStateLibrary  


 (1 yr) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hEO_84R3LRc 


“MyHeritage's MOST EXCITING Record Collection - US City Directories” - Family History  


 Fanatics (2 yrs)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRz2QHR4DmE  


“City Directories & Old Telephone Books: What's In Them & Where to Find Them” –  


 Genealogy TV (2 yrs)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VojVMbN_gw4 


“Using City Directories In Your Genealogy Research” - LisaLisson  


 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcsuFFgIrWw 


“City Directories for Genealogy Research - More Reasons To Love Them!” LisaLisson (2  


 yrs) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2O3BFQZ4mg 


“Using City Directories for Genealogy” - The Genealogy Reporter (2 yrs)  


 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftEHVyFOCjQ 


“City Directories: More Than Your Ancestor's Name and Address?” BoundlessGenealogy   


(3 yrs)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LxjF8GBS3Lk&t=20s  


“Your Family 101: City Directories - Your Family 101” – Your Family 101 (3 yrs)  


 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJQzl53hRtI  


“City Directories: More than Basic Facts” - Allen County Public Library (3 yrs) 


 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_izya8UYJ0  


“City and Rural Directories: More than Just Names” - AmericanAncestors (4 yrs)   


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDFJE0O0kts  


“How to Use City Directories to Quickly Find Ancestors on Ancestry” - Family History  


 Fanatics (4 yrs)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wy8vsNLNWsM  


“City Directories - Group W Genealogy” (5 yrs) 


 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13SlesCC5EM 


“City Directories by Nicky Smith” (6 yrs)   


 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HA3druP6eGM 


“Researching City Directories - How To Use Internet Archive” - Marks, Kenneth R. (9yrs)  


 http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=YiRxbOkT_f0 


“What's So Special About Your Library's City Directories? – TopekaLibrary (11 yrs)  


 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZT8JeG-Pa2w 



http://www.ancestry.com/wiki/index.php?title=City_Directories

http://ancestories1.blogspot.com/2008/12/tuesdays-tip-city-directories.html

https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/how-i-debunked-an-online-tree-hint/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e78GPVDp8L0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=telx-Fnoy68

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hEO_84R3LRc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRz2QHR4DmE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VojVMbN_gw4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcsuFFgIrWw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2O3BFQZ4mg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2O3BFQZ4mg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftEHVyFOCjQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LxjF8GBS3Lk&t=20s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJQzl53hRtI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_izya8UYJ0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDFJE0O0kts

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wy8vsNLNWsM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13SlesCC5EM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HA3druP6eGM

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=YiRxbOkT_f0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZT8JeG-Pa2w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZT8JeG-Pa2w
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Colonial Research: Proving/Disproving an Undocumented Family Line 
 


Patti Gillespie, MS 


Family Lines & Stories     


www.familylinesandstories.com 


FamLStories@gmail.com   


 


 


“Records in Colonial America were usually kept by individual colonies and towns. To help identify which 


record sets to search, it is helpful to know approximately where your ancestors lived,” Janet Maydem, 2015.  


 


Need to Know 


• The definition of Colonial America: an era before the American Revolution when land was 


purchased,” settled, and belonged to a foreign power, AND a time after the American Revolution 


until it was effectively self-governing. 


• The timeline for Colonial Research: 1607-1776 or 1587-1789. The identification of the Colonial 


American period seems to be in dispute. Be aware. 


• All original colonies were created by a king then administered by (a) wealthy individual before 


being parted out in smaller sections. 


• Research, utilize and chart the rudiments of your colony’s history from before foundation to 


modern geographical units.  


• Not all our ancestors owned land. They may have been a servant, a slave, a female, or a ne’er do 


well. These individuals may still appear in local colonial newspapers or town documents. 


• Not all records are available in the United States; some original documents may exist in the 


founding nation. 


• Each colony has unique history and documents. Become educated as to these histories. 


• Not all information is online. Become familiar with public and private repositories. 


• When looking for a resource book that is not available to borrow nearby, after searching Internet 


Archive, Ancestry, FamilySearch, and American Ancestors, I recommend looking for used 


purchases at AbeBooks, Thrift Books, eBay, print-on-demand companies and Amazon last of all. 
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Beginning at the Beginning 


• Trace ancestry back through to the 1790 census one generation at a time with 


documentation, the earliest United States Federal Census available—remember the 


secret of this census. Always note the geographical location. Ancestry will introduce 


other documents—tread carefully. 


• Become familiar with and use original records to substantiate or indicate the existence of 


each ancestor and/or family in the 19th and 20th centuries. For example: founding families 


of the town, land sales or even land grants, tax records, military pension 


information, and prison records. 


• Use newspapers and local, county, and state histories as a resource. Prove everything.  


• Identify the place the ancestor lived—did it change names and/or boundaries over time or 


did the ancestor move? 


• DO NOT use Family Trees--even with documentation—unless as a possibility to be 


proven. 


 


Begin in the Middle 


 


1. Check DNA results. Have you taken a DNA test? YDNA and mtDNA will yield earlier 


generational results than atDNA.  


2. It’s time for further education concerning the 16th and 17th century records from websites, 


webinars, DAR/SAR, American Ancestors, Ancestry, FamilySearch, libraries, repositories, 


maps, books, and PERSI—particularly foundational documents.  


3. Colonial courthouse documents—wherever they may be stored: old town meeting records, 


court records, church membership records, sometimes vital records, warnings out, runaway 


slaves, runaway servants, wives & husbands, land records, and wills, probates, etc. 


4. Repositories: national, state, local, private and public for letters, journals/diaries, and photos. 


5. Military records include both awarding and rejection of pensions.  


 5.    Maps—state, county, Sanborn (if available), Physical,  


             6.    Consider using county histories as a resource—they can be potential clues to potential facts. 
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Begin Again at the End—Let others know it’s Possible! 


1. Write it up and submit to a journal. 


2. Digitize if undigitized documents, photos, etc., on your public tree. 


3. Apply for one or many Heritage Societies. 


4. Make a t-shirt—you deserve it! 


5. Write thumbnail sketches for grandchildren. 


6. Scan everything and prepare to leave it somewhere or with someone—with their permission. 


7. Begin again—help someone else! 


 


The Thirteen Colonies in 1776 
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The Timeline of the 13 Colonies 


 


David, “The Original 13 Colonies,” davidstuff (https://www.davidstuff.com/usa/13colonies.htm). 


 


 


 






[bookmark: _GoBack]Team-building Give-away Jigsaw Puzzles

1. Remove your puzzle pieces.  Check to be sure there are 9 pieces.

2. Place your puzzle pieces in the middle of the table, brown side up

3. Mix all the puzzle pieces with all the other puzzle pieces.

4.  Remove 9 puzzle pieces.

5. Turn the puzzle pieces over to the colorful side.

6. Put together your puzzle by giving away all the pieces that don’t fit together.

Rules of the Game:

· NO talking!

· You cannot take a piece from another’s pile

· You cannot indicate that you want a piece.

· You can give pieces away.

· You can take pieces that are offered freely to you.



[image: ]

You can make a puzzle out of anything from a cereal box front to a photo printed on cardstock. To transfer the design of the puzzle onto the back of the chosen item, draw around the cut lines with a pencil several times and then place it over the back of your image and rub hard with popcicle stick, or pen with a cap on to transfer the graphite. Then cut it out!
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DNA Matches – What to do 
with them? 


 


Lauri Jean Swett 
Genealogy by Lauri Jean 
 


genbylj@gmail.com 
on Facebook as Lauri Jean 


 


 
 


You’ve taken a DNA test and your results are ready.  Now what do you do? Prep 
your family tree, understand relationship estimates, and indentify how you and 


your matches are related. 


 
Review of DNA Testing 


There are three types of DNA tests: mitochondrial (mt-DAN), autosomal (at-DNA), and Y-DNA.  
Each has its own inheritance pattern and reveals information about different ancestors. 
 
Mitochondrial DNA is inherited from your mother.  It is passed to her children of both sexes.  It 
provides information on your direct maternal line or your mother’s mother’s mother. 
 
We have 23 pairs of chromosomes, 1 set from each parent.  There are 22 pairs of autosomes, 
numbered 1 to 22.  These chromosomes are tested in an autosomal DNA test.  This type of DNA 
provides information on all branches of our family tree back to about our 3rd great-
grandparents.  Ancestry DNA is an autosomal test. 
 
The 23rd pari are the sex chromosomes.  We all inherit an X chromosome from our mother.  If 
we inherit an X chromosome from our father, we are female.  If we inherit a Y chromosome from 
are father, we are male.  Since a male inherits a Y chromosome from his father, who inherited it 
from his father, a Y-DNA test provides information on our direct paternal line.  Only a male can 
take a Y-DNA test.  Females can ask their fathers, brothers, and uncles to take a Y-DNA test to 
provide information on their direct paternal line. 
 
X-matching is not a DNA test but a service provided by some DNA testing companies.  It may be 
included as part of an autosomal DNA test.  It is helpful in eliminating some potential common 
ancestors. 
 
There are over 20 DNA testing companies.  Do not overlook the smaller companies as they are 
often geared toward specific ethnic groups and world populations.  When choosing which 
companies to test with, take into account the ability to download and/or upload your DNA 
results.  Gedmatch.com is not a testing company but a website with DNA analysis tools. 
 
DNA is measured in centiMorgans, cM.  The higher the number the more DNA is shared with a 
match.  Segments or blocks of DNA are separate pieces of DNA we share with a match. 
 
Analysis of your DNA matches may reveal secrets.  Proceed with caution. 
 
  


Vector DNA color by gemerich 
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Understanding Relationships 
Relationship estimates are only estimates of how you and your match could be related based on 
the number of centiMorgans you share. 
 
A half relationship exists when two people only share one person in an ancestral couple. 
 
A removed relationship exists when a tester and a match have a different number of generations 
to the common ancestor.  The shortest distance to the common ancestor is used to determine 
the cousin relationship. 
 
When one relative shares two or more relationships with an individual, it complicates analyzing 
DNA.  This can be caused by cousins marrying cousins, siblings marrying siblings, or endogamy.  
Endogamy is “the practice of marrying within a specific social group, religious denomination, 
caste or ethnic group.”1  The tester and match may share more DNA than any one relationship 
predicts.  The shared ancestor may be more distant than expected. 


 
Your family tree software probably includes a relationship calculator.  It may or may not 
distinguish half relationships.  Charts to determine actual relationships are available online at 
the Midwest Genealogy Center, FamilySearch, and the National Genealogical Society. 
 
The pattern for writing relationships is to begin with the ½, if that relationship exists.  Next is to 
state the cousin relationship.  End with the removes, if that relationship exists.  For example: 1) 
1C for 1st cousin, 2) ½ 1C for half first cousin, or 3) 1C2R for first cousin, twice removed. 
 
It is possible to share a common ancestor and not share DNA.  Third cousins (3C) could share 0 
cM of DNA, 234 cM, or anywhere in between.   
 
 


Start With Your Tree 
For autosomal DNA, fill in or print out a 6 generation pedigree chart.  Highlight in blue your 
direct paternal line, ie your father’s father’s father etc.  Highlight in pink your direct maternal 
line, ie your mother’s mother’s mother etc.  Highlight in yellow any unknown ancestors.  If you 
are working withY-DNA, fill in a single line, your direct paternal line, as far back as possible.  If 
working with mt-DNA. Fill in a single line, your direct maternal line, as far back as possible. 
 
Create a surname list.  Hopefully you have 32, one for each 3rd great-grandparent.  Include name 
changes between your 3rd great-grandparents and you.  If ancestors used multiple surnames, 
include all.  For your Y-DNA, you probably only have one surname.  If not, create a list for only 
your direct paternal line.  For your mt-DNA, a surname list is probably not necessary. 
 
Create a location list.  Start with your 3rd great-grandparents and work forward.  Be as specific as 
possible.  For the United States, list at least the state and county.  For foreign countries, list at 
least the country as well as the county, parish, and/or town if known.  If an ancestor’s migration 
path is known, include those locations.  For Y-DNA or mt-DNA, narrow to the direct line. 
 


                                                           
1
 From en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endogamy. 
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Add a simple tree to the DNA website.  It can be a separate tree or linking your research tree.  
Enter the information from your pedigree chart: names, dates, and places.  No need to add 
documents or sources.  This will allow for Ancestry and MyHeritage to provide theories.  It will 
also allow your matches to determine their relationship with you. 
 


 
Investigate the Website 


Spend up to an hour.  Click on everything and see where it takes you.  What information is 
included for each match?  How can you sort your matches?  What tools are offered?  
 
 


Mitochondrial Matches 
23 and Me and Living DNA provide only base results without matching.  FamilyTree DNA 
currently offers a full sequence mitochondrial test and matching.  It previously offered HVR1 
and HVR2.  When working with matches, prioritize matches who have taken a full sequence test 
and have a genetic difference of 0.  Look at their earliest known ancestor and linked tree.  Can 
you determine where your matrilineal lines match?  Consider joining a haplogroup project. 
 
 


Y-DNA Matches 
23 and Me and Living DNA provide only base results without matching.  FamilyTree DNA 
currently offers three tests based on the number of locations tested on the Y-Chromosome:  Y-
37, Y-11, and Big Y-700.  When working with matches, prioritize matches with a genetic 
difference of 0 who have tested at least as many locations as you.  When reviewing a match, look 
at the surname and earliest known ancestor.  Do you recognize them?  Review their tree if 
available.  Consider joining a surname project, haplogroup project, or a location based project. 
 
 


Autosomal Matches 
Whether you took a DNA test out of curiosity or trying to answer a genealogy question, the first 
step is to identify your matches.  Sort your matches by shared DNA.  This puts your closer 
relations at the top of the list.  Look for names you recognize.  Open up notes and indicate how 
you are related, name your shared ancestral couple, and their line of descent.  Review your 
match list again.  Recognize anyone else?  Continue with additional matches. 
 
Does the website offer relationship theories?  Ancestry offers Thru-Lines based on member 
trees.  MyHeritage offers Theories of Family Relativity based on trees and historical documents.  
Treat them as theories and verify.  Once you have verified a theory, note your relationship, 
shared ancestors, and line of descent.  Move onto the next match with a theory and verify. 
 
Work with your unidentified matches.  Review the user name.  Can you make sense of it?  Look 
at linked trees for shared ancestors and locations.  Can you determine your relationship?  Look 
at shared cMs and relationship estimates.  Any clues?  Can you compare ethnicity estimates to 
narrow down which branch of your tree?  Remember to add notes when you identify the match. 
 
Shared matches can be a powerful tool for identifying relatives.  Look at shared matches to 
narrow to a specific branch of your tree.    If we know that Cousin B, Cousin JJ, and Cousin Ole 
are related through different great-grandparents, we have three of our four great-grandparents 
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identified.  If an unidentified match’s share matches list does not contain one of these three 
cousins, we know the match is related through the other set of great-grandparents.  Again, add 
notes. 
 
Whether you call it grouping, color coding, clustering, or labeling your matches, it is a way to 
indicate that matches share common ancestors.  Use it to help identify how you and your 
matches are related.  This technique is helpful when you have unknown ancestors. 
 
If you are still unsuccessful in identifying a match, you can 1) reach out to them via email or 
messaging within the website, 2) deep dive into descendant research on that branch, or 3) move 
on to identifying other matches.  Whatever you choose, add notes. 
 
 


DNA Testing Plans 
Just as we should be using research plans, we should be using DNA testing plans.  The five parts 
of a DNA testing plan are 1) the research questions, 2) the information known, 3) which DNA 
test, 4) who to test, and 5) which company to test with.  As with any plan, we follow the plan and 
adapt as needed.   
 
 


Resources 


 
Ancestry.com learning center and ancestry.com/dna  
International Society of Genetic Genealogy Wiki – isogg.org/wiki 
MyHeritage.com – myheritage.com/dna  
Extended Family Chart from Midwest Genealogy Center 
 
Professional genealogists specializing in DNA to learn from: 
Blaine Bettinger – The Genetic Genealogist 
Cece Moore – The DNA Detectives 
Diahan Southard – Your DNA Guide 


 


Association of Professional Genealogists’ member directory 
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Who is the oldest person still living in your family?







		





Name one of your great-grandparents. Bonus point for knowing their nickname.



		





Who in your family was a dentist?









		





Which one of your ancestors fought in World War II



		





Which grandmother was bitten by a rabid dog and had a “Mad Stone” used to cure her?





		





Which ancestor traveled in a wagon train to Missouri and crossed a frozen Mississippi River in 1802?



		





Who in your family was born in Maine?







		



What job did Grandpa Hays have that required a boat and rakes?



		





Which English King are you related to?







		





Which family has a shield with 9 bloody pinecones on it? Bonus Points if you know the story.



		



Which Indian Chief of the Catawbas in North Carolina are you related to?





		



Where was Dal Riata, a place where your ancient ancestors lived?



		

		



		





Who 







		





Name 



		





Who in your family was a ______?









		





Which one of your ancestors fought in ___________?



		





Which grandmother ________________?





		





Which ancestor traveled to/from _____?



		





Who in your family was born in ______?







		



What job ___________________?



		





Which English King are you related to?







		





Which family has a shield with 9 bloody pinecones on it? Bonus Points if you know the story.



		



Which Indian Chief of the Catawbas in North Carolina are you related to?





		



Where was Dal Riata, a place where your ancient ancestors lived?










                    


       East European Genealogy 
 


History 


East European countries (Multilingual Thesaurus, EU)   


Created after WWI – the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  Another split in the 1990s. 


Slavic people – Slavs, Sláva – Glory,  Slovan – Slav,  Slovo - Word   


                                                 


Study History 


Magyars (Hungarians) - from the 10thc. (Kingdom of Hungary) 


Habsburg Monarchy (1526 - 1918) 


Austro-Hungarian Empire (Dual Monarchy) 1867 – 1918 


Many of these countries - under Austro-Hungarian rule.. 


  


Emigration 


Mass emigration (1880 – 1920) - primarily economic reasons 


Ship and railroad agents, agents of US companies travelled countries  


Birds of Passage (to earn money to buy land back home)  


 


Four Things to Know (before exploring foreign records)  


 


1. Name of the ancestor (original name) 


2. Place of origin in Europe - key point  


3.  Vital data (birth) - to find a birth record  


4. Religion of the immigrant ancestor 


            


I. Name Change 


In many cases, emigrants changed their names - would be pronounced the same way (Iveta -Yvetta) 


- shortened or simplified hard to pronounce names 


        - anglicized names, to blend in quickly 


        - the name phonetically recorded in census (as heard)  


        - incorrectly transcribed by indexers 
        - female version may be different (a, ova, in) 


 


Interesting website  http://www.behindthename.com/  


  


2. Learn the Place Name 


   Records kept locally (find the state, region, district,  and village). 


    


  Best sources – church and civil vital records 


 


  1. Church records - kept by the local parish, later moved to the civil registry office in a town 


  2. Civil Vital Records – created by the local civil registry office, called Matrika,  Metryka, .. (usually in    


                                a Town Hall), later preserved at the city or regional archives  


 


 


2.1. How to Find the Place 


 







Locate all descendants of the immigrant ancestor (photos, naturalization papers, etc.) 


Ideas: Ethnic church, ethnic insurance company, fraternal organization, census, passenger list, 


naturalization, military records, genealogy societies, Canadian records 


Research neighbors, friends, and associates – they joined relatives and friends who spoke the same 


language. 


 


 2. 2. Census Research 


Read all columns (birthplace of parents, naturalization year in 1920, mother tongue) 


Census 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930 - immigration year 


Census - the state as a place of origin – for former Galicia it can be Poland (1920), Russia (1910), 


or Austria 


 


2. 3. Passenger Lists 


Who travelled with your ancestor (research that person, too..) 


Ancestry.com (LE), EllisIsland.org, Hamburg Passenger List 


Filby books collection 


Bremer-PassagierListen.de (from Bremen) 


Former Galicia (known as Austrian Poland) -  HalGal.com/passengerlists.html  


   


2. 4. Search for Naturalization Record 


Application to be naturalized - place of origin   


Fold 3,  Ancestry, Courthouses and Archives 


From  Sept. 1906 – order record at USCIS.GOV/genealogy 


 


2. 5. Gen. Societies & more.. 


 Societies - list of immigrants coming to their region 


Obituaries, County histories, Archives, Libraries, Message boards, Social Media,   


University Projects -  UNL.edu/CzechHeritage/Margie Sobotka 


 


 https://www.unl.edu/czechheritage/Nebraska,%20Kansas%20Czech%20Settlers%201891-


1895/Nebraska/Custer%20p115a- 117.pdf  


Locate Place on the Map 


Gazetteers - Genealogy.net, GenTeam.au 


Geni.sk - Hungarian names for Slovakia, Slovenia, Croatia  


Wikipedia (district & region the village belongs to.. ) 


Make notes of neighboring places - records - where they attended a church; city and reg. archives                               


                                                                                                                                               


 You learned the place..  find records at the FHL or local Archives 


 


Generally for East European research:  


Family History Library (FHL) - https://familysearch.org/   


FHL – Wiki, Catalog, Browse All Publication 


 


 Archives in each country - For addresses and writing: 


 FamilySearch.org - Wiki link,   Archives, then type ‘Letter Writing Guide’ , etc. 
 


Archives in Europe Online: Czech Republic, Austria, Poland - Archives online  


Other countries – Access records through FHL 


 







For Military records – consult State Archives (before 1865 War Archive in Vienna) 


 


Request of vital records - International Vital Records Handbook, 7th Edition, 2017, by T. J. Kemp. 


 


Archives in the Czech Republic 


Moravia (Morava)               ActaPublica.eu  


S Bohemia                         Digi.CeskeArchivy.cz    


W Bohemia                       PortaFontium.cz  


Prague Archives                  AHMP.cz 


Prague Reg. Archives           Ebadatelna.SOAPraha.cz 


NW part of Bohemia         SOALitomerice.cz    


E Bohemia                         VychodoceskeArchivy.cz 


N Moravia                         Digi.Archives.cz 


                                                          


 Nat. Archives (links to all Archives) -   https://portal.nacr.cz/cro/ 


         


Poland – Archives -  https://archiwa.gov.pl/pl/  


Search in the Archives  -  SzukajWArchiwach.pl 


 


Poland, Ukraine & Russian Archives: 


AGAD.GOV.PL – Metryki (also Podolie, Lwow and Wolyn - now in Ukraine) 


PolishRoots.com - for Poland, Lithuania, Ukraine, Belarus 


 


Ukrainian Archives https://archives.gov.ua/ua/  


Ukraine   Pra.In.ua/en (1650-1920) 


Russian Archives Eastview.com 


Russian websites: https://vgd.ru/;  https://geno.ru/, Pamyat-Naroda.ru 


https://lostrussianfamily.wordpress.com/ (also Ukraine),  


   


Note: Latvian emigrants listed as Russians, Germans or Lithuanians 


 


Slovakia and Croatia - Online – FHL - Church books – online at FHL Family History Library  


Slovakia - Cisarik.com  


For Slovakia, Hungary, Carpatho-Rus, former Galicia - Bill Tarkulich’s website -  Iabsi.com 


 


Hungary - Former Territories, Austria 


Matricula Online  Data.Matricula-Online.eu  


Hungarian 1828 Land Census, 1869 Census (FHL Wiki) 


Hungaricana.hu (Urbarium 1747) 


Central Hungarian Archives https://mnl.gov.hu/angol  


For military - Austro-Hungarian-Army.co.uk 


GenTeam.at (gazetteer) 


Austria – Passport Applications (filmed, FHL) 


Vienna Police Registration Cards, 1850-1928 (FHL) 


 
German Colonies (East. Europe & Russia) 


 AHSGR.org, HFDR.de,  GRHS.org 


Colonies  Glueckstal.net, BukovinaSociety.org  


VolgaGermanResearch, WolgaDeutsche.net  GRHC Library 







BlackSeaGr.org Odessa3.org (Digital Library) 


SGGEE.org - vital records online 


 


Other Helpful Links & Findings.. 


FEEFHS.org  


JewishGen.org  JewishGen.org  


Canadian Society  EEGSociety.org 


Cyndi’s list https://cyndislist.com/  


Newspapers, C & E Europe, online Difmoe.eu 


Search the web (local Archives - their holdings) 


Genealogy groups on social media 


Does community have a website? (history, chronicle) 


 


Translation Help online: 


Records in German, Hungarian, Latin, Russian, Polish, etc., Orthodox church in Cyrillic. 


Translate.Google.com, Dict.Leo.org, Babelfish.com 


SteveMorse.org 


https://zofiafederowicz.com/aktametrykalne/  


FamilySearch.org - Wiki, type the keywords such as ‘German words’ or ‘Polish letter writing guide’ 


     


Translation Guides at MGC: 


The German – English Genealogical Dictionary, by E. Thode  


Translation Guide.. (19thCent. Polish Doc.), by J. R. Frazin 


Following the Paper Trail..(multilingual), by J. D. Shea 


In Their Words.. (Polish, German, Latin & Russian), J.  Shea 


Handy Guide to Hungarian Gen. Records, by J. H. Suess 


Central European Genealogical Terminology, by J. H. Suess                   


 


MYMCPL.org, Catalog: 


Finding Your Ancestral Village in the Former A-H Empire.., by J. Hudick and Lisa A. Alzo 


Gazetteer Deutsch-Fremdsprachiges Ortsnamenverzeichnis, Gen. Gazetteer of the Kingdom of 


Hungary, by J. Auslander, The Emigration from Germany to Russia.., by Dr. K. Stumpp  


 


Periodicals at MGC - Avotaynu:  The Int. Review of Jewish Genealogy, East European Genealogist, 


Family Tree Magazine,  Heimatbrief (German-Bohemian Heritage Society), Journal of the AHSGR, 


Koreny (Roots) – CSAGSI, Linden Tree (Slovenian), Lithuanian Heritage, Naše Rodina (Our Family), 


CGSI, MN, Polish Eaglet, Polish Footprints, Rodziny, Romanian Roots, Slovakia 


 


Wishing you success in your East European Research!           








Military Pension Records: Vital Records in Disguise! 


Patti Gillespie, M.S. 


Family Lines & Stories     


www.familylinesandstories.com 


FamLStories@gmail.com 


 


“Pension Records. The federal government and some state governments granted pensions or bounty land 


to officers, disabled veterans, needy veterans, widows or orphans of veterans, and veterans who served a 


certain length of time. Application files often contain supporting documents such as discharge papers, 


affidavits, depositions of witnesses, narratives of events during service, marriage certificates, birth records, 


death certificates, pages from family bibles, and other supporting papers. Pension records usually contain 


more genealogical information than service records” 


Wiki, “US Military Pension Records,” FamilySearch (www.familysearch.org), 5 Dec 2017. 


 


Resources 


Blogs 


Barnickel, Linda. Ancestry Blog, “Restoring Slave Families Using USCT Pension Records,” 


(https://blogs.ancestry.com), 27 Feb 2017.  


Moneymaker, Will. Ancestral Findings, “Using Military Records to Construct Family Trees.” 


(https://ancestralfindings.com), no date. 


 


Books 


A General Index to A Census of Pensioners for Revolutionary of Military Service 1840. Baltimore, MD: 


Genealogical Publishing Co., 1965. 


Neagles, James C. U.S. Military Records: A Guide to Federal and State Sources, Colonial America to the 


Present. First Edition. Lehi, UT: Ancestry Publishing, 1994. 


Rose, Christine. Military Pension Laws, 1776-1858. Rose Family Association, 2001. 


Scott, Craig Robert. The “Lost” Pensions: Settled Accounts of the Act of 6 April 1838 (Revised). Berwyn 


Heights, MD: Heritage Books, Inc., 2013. 


Scott, Craig Robert. Understanding Revolutionary War and Invalid Pension Ledgers, 1818 – 1872, and the 


Payment Vouchers They Represent. Berwyn Heights, MD: Heritage Books, Inc., 2014. 
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http://www.familysearch.org/

https://blogs.ancestry.com/

https://ancestralfindings.com/





United States War Department. Pensioners of the Revolutionary War Struck Off the Roll. Clearfield Co., 


1898. 


Images & Webinars 


Bennett, Bernice. “United States Colored Troops Civil War Widows’ 


Pension Applications: Tell the Story,” 14 April 2015, Legacy Family 


Tree Webinar (https://familytreewebinars.com).  


Evans, Loretta. “Why U.S. Military Pension Records May Unlock 


Clues,” 26 April 2016, Ancestry Blog 


(https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2016/04/26/why-u-s-military-


pension-records-may-unlock-clues-with-loretta-evans/ : accessed 


15 Jul 2020). 


Koford, Rebecca Whitman. “The War of 1812 Records—Preserving 


the Pensions,” 2 Mar 2016, Legacy Family Tree Webinars 


(https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=387).   


Scott, Craig R. “Revolutionary War Series 4 of 5: Records Created by the Revolutionary War After the 


War—Pensions,” 28 August 2017, Legacy Family Tree Webinars (https://familytreewebinars.com/ 


download.php?webinar_id=667). 


 


Online References 


“Genealogy Research in Military Records,” National Archives 


(https://www.archives.gov/research/military/genealogy : 15 Jul 2020). 


“Genealogy Workbook: Military Pension Records.” Family Tree Magazine 


(https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/genealogy-workbook-military-pensions/ : accessed 15 Jul 


2020). 


“Index to Pension Application Files of Remarried Widows Based on Service in the Civil War and Later Wars 


in the Regular Army after the Civil War.” National Archives Microfilm Publication. M1784-1785, 


FamilySearch, (https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States,_Remarried_Widows_ 


Index_to_Pension_Applications_-_FamilySearch_Historical_Records : accessed 28 Apr 2018). 


Powell, Kimberly. “Civil War Union Pension Records,” ThoughtCo (https://www.thoughtco.com/civil-war-union-


pension-records-1421789 : accessed 27 April 2018). 


“Record of Invalid Pension Payments to Veterans of the Revolutionary War and Regular Army and Navy, 


March 1801–Sept. 1815.” National Archives Microfilm Publication M1786. Ancestry.com 


(https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1116/ : accessed 28 Apr 2018). 


“United States Military Pension Records.” FamilySearch Wiki (https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/ 


en/United_States_Military_Pension_Records : accessed 27 Apr 2018). 
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You need 
 


Patti Gillespie, MS 


Family Lines & Stories     
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After 83 years of filming the world’s historical genealogical records, FamilySearch has completed digitizing 


its 2.4 million rolls of microfilm. Over 200 countries and principalities and more than 100 languages are 


included in the digitized documents…more than 11.5 billion individuals [are included].  


Laurie Bradshaw, 21 Sep 2021. 


 


 


Friendly FamilySearch Disclaimer Tips 


1. There is no guarantee that the information in Family Tree is accurate. Data comes from many 


sources, and anyone can edit the information in Family Tree. It is our responsibility to verify names, dates, 


places, and family relationships, and to provide sources when available. 


2. Remember that our data on the tree will be subject to editing by other searchers. (See below.) 


3. Someone unknown (or known) to us may merge our person with someone else without checking places, 


parents, and years—or just change everything about what we have done. 


4. Everything on the Wiki is not up to date, and all links don’t work. 


5. Use FamilySearch’s tree but also use a personal family tree software to record your information. 


6. Lastly, if finding a particular group, site, or information on FamilySearch proves frustrating, use Google. I 


use it frequently to find what I’m looking for. FamilySearch has done a wonderful job creating easy-to-find 


links offsite linking everything working with an old site with too much information to move 
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21 Search Tips Potpourri 


1. Sign in for two weeks and see if it works.  


 


2. The absence of indexing for some records is a blessing in disguise—the only errors made might be 


ours. 


3. The Browse Only Collections are digitized but not indexed. Using these records is truly Old 


School/ New School Technology. 


 


4. Searching on the main page will not grant access to all potential information pertinent to your 


ancestor. 
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5. Search for less individual information, then gradually add more information if necessary—or search 


with more and gradually decrease in the search.  


6. Searches can be run in large groups of records; if this is not successful, try one record group at a 


time. 


7. Try searching in a year range since birthdates don’t often match between documents. 


8. Search spelling variations—better yet, use a wild card in spaces instead of letters. (Question mark 


for 1 letter; Asterisk for 0 or many letters.) Or both.  


 


9. Check regularly on the updated records available for searching. Under the Search tab, click 


Records, then enter the necessary information. 
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10. Switch browsers, if needed. Copy and paste the URL of the record into a different browser 


window. 


 


 


11. Keep track of your searches on your own or with a form. (See after Resources) 


 


 


12. The icons next to the record mean something—but not always. The camera icon alone usually 


means a digital image is attached and available to download; a camera icon on a paper indicates 


an image outside of FS website. a magnifying glass icon indicates that the microfilm is indexed 


and searchable by name; the film roll icon indicates that the film has not yet been digitized and 


can only be viewed at the Family History Library. The triple box represents a family tree; the page 


represents record information (indexed information),  
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The key over the camera indicates these digital images are only available to LDS members who 


are logged into their FamilySearch.org accounts, patrons at a family history center, or patrons at a 


FamilySearch affiliate library. 


13. Sometimes clicking through to the document we end up at a paid site. There is only one free way 


around it—go to SLC’s Family History Library or an LDS Family History Center. This is not the fault 


of FamilySearch, but a requirement of the record owners/holders.  


14. There is a difference between a Family History Center and an Affiliate Library—different icons, 


different real estate. 


15. The FamilySearch Blog is our friend to everything updated on FamilySearch. 
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16. The FamilySearch Wiki is our personal coach—this site is not to be undervalued! 


 


17. Search the Wiki sometime for fun and information. If a book is interesting to you, and since all 


books are not digitized by FamilySearch, click on the link to WorldCat to determine if it is available 


nearby or available through interlibrary loan. 
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18. Search the digitized books in the FamilySearch Digital Library. Browse and search at 


https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/.  Consider using the advanced search. Some books 


can only be viewed in the FH Center/Affiliate. 


 


19. Search FamilySearch for family photos. Click the Memories tab, select Find, fill in and enter. 


 


 



https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/
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20. Search user-submitted preservation copied of their personal family trees by entering the 


Genealogies portal and/or FamilySearch Genealogies. 


 


21. Continue learning with free webinars (classes) stored on the FamilySearch site, free RootsTech 


(sponsored by FamilySearch) presentations available online. There are even lessons available for 


many, many topics on FamilySearch—beware the older ones! 


 


A total of 2118 lessons are available on FamilySearch; updated on 23 June 2022 


Resources 


--. “Find a Family History Center and FamilySearch Affiliate Libraries” FamilySearch, 6 Apr 2021, 


(https://www.familysearch.org/fhcenters/locations/).  


--. “Free Genealogy Forms from Family Tree Magazine,” Family Tree Magazine, no date, 


(https://www.familytreemagazine.com/freeforms/).  


Bradshaw, Laurie, “FamilySearch Completes Massive Microfilm Digitization Project,” 21 Sep 2021, 


FamilySearch Blog, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-microfilm-


collection-digitized/).   



https://www.familysearch.org/fhcenters/locations/

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/freeforms/

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-microfilm-collection-digitized/

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-microfilm-collection-digitized/
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“FamilySearch Tips & Tricks”, FamilySearch, no date, 


(https://community.familysearch.org/en/group/70-familysearch-tips-and-tricks). 


FamilyTree Editors, “How to Use FamilySearch.org,” no date, FamilyTree Magazine, 


(https://www.familytreemagazine.com/websites/familysearch/familysearch-guide/).  


Gurtler, Debbie, “I Didn’t Know You Could Search Like That!” Video, June 2018, FamilySearch 


(https://www.familysearch.org/help/helpcenter/lessons/i-didnt-know-you-could-search-like-that-


introduction).  


Lee, Devon Noel, “Family Search Isn't the Problem - Interview with James Tanner”, Family History 


Fanatics, 24 May 2019, (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jC7pO-mwtHQ). 


Lee, Devon Noel, “How to Use FamilySearch.org Hints to Easily Do Genealogy - Beginner Basics,” 


Family History Fanatics, 30 Mar 2020, (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8hiWs7VYcI).    


Lee, Devon Noel, “Newbie's Guide to Navigating the FamilySearch.org Website,” Family History 


Fanatics, 1 Dec 2019, (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XrdnavEibVE).   


McCullough, Dana, Unofficial Guide to FamilySearch.org: How to Find Your Family History on the 


World's Largest Free Genealogy Website, Family Tree Books, 4 Aug 2020. 


McDermott, Marc, “Best Genealogy Software,” Smarter Hobby, 26 Feb 2021, 


(https://www.smarterhobby.com/genealogy/best-genealogy-software/).  


Morton, Sunny Jane, “How FamilySearch Obtains and Digitizes Genealogy Records, Family Tree 


Magazine, no date, https://www.familytreemagazine.com/websites/familysearch/familysearch-


digitize-records/).  



https://community.familysearch.org/en/group/70-familysearch-tips-and-tricks

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/websites/familysearch/familysearch-guide/

https://www.familysearch.org/help/helpcenter/lessons/i-didnt-know-you-could-search-like-that-introduction

https://www.familysearch.org/help/helpcenter/lessons/i-didnt-know-you-could-search-like-that-introduction

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jC7pO-mwtHQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8hiWs7VYcI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XrdnavEibVE

https://www.smarterhobby.com/genealogy/best-genealogy-software/

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/websites/familysearch/familysearch-digitize-records/

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/websites/familysearch/familysearch-digitize-records/











Family	Chart	
	
Spelling	Variations	of	Family	Member’s	Names:		
	
Birth/Christening	Date:	
	
Birth	Place:		
	
Baptism:	
	
Occupation:		
	
Friends,	neighbors,	unions,	professional	organizations,	clubs,	religious	
affiliation:	
	
	
Marriage	to	whom	and	when:	
	
Marriage	Place:	
	
Birth	of	Children:	infant	deaths,	children’s	names	used	again,	twins,	age	
order		
	
Immigrations	from	where	to	where	and	when:	
	
Places	of	Residence	at	time	of	several	censuses:	
	
	
Military	Duties:	
	
Deeds	or	Tax	records:	
	
Naturalization	Date:	
	
Wills	and	trusts:	
	
Death	Date	and	Place:	
	
Burial	Date	and	Place:	








Family History Research Tips 
 


1.  Use Google Chrome browser with FamilySearch.org.  
Start with yourself in Family Tree.  Connect yourself to a deceased person by 
adding living people as placeholders in Family Tree until you get to other person 
pages of ancestors who have already been added to the tree.  This is called 
building a bridge between the living and the deceased.  Don’t forget to document 
yourself for your current or future descendants.   


 
2.   Check for duplicates and add sources to deceased persons and to each member 


of their family.  Use the “Research Helps/Hints,” “Similar Records,” “Unfinished 
Attachments,” and “FamilySearch” links on each person’s page to document 
what you know.  


 
3.   Include your personal knowledge/records that you have at home or can gather 


from relatives or friends of relatives.  Don’t forget information on other 
computer programs/notes (PAF, RootsMagic, etc.). 


 
4.  Use the email or internal “Send a Message” feature in FamilySearch.org to 


connect with others who are working on the same lines as you are, even if it is 
not the same exact individual. 


 
5.  Research one whole family at a time, not just an individual.  Capture every detail 


about who they were, where they lived, and who was in the family.  Examine 
each record you find for every detail it has and make sure it is reflected on the 
person’s page and is clearly explained.  A research log may be helpful in addition 
to making notes to edit Person Pages later and to help figure out relationships. 


 
6.  Don’t go the next generation back until you are sure of the one closest to you.  


Have a solid link from you to the last person on Family Tree.  However, when you 
are searching for documents on an individual, look for the most recently created 
records.  They are usually easier to find and will give you something to start with 
to help look for other family members.  For example, find the death record 
before the birth record since it may be easier to find and may be more complete. 


 
7.  Continue to expand your knowledge of the family by making notes on a “Family 


Chart.”  (See another added file.) This will help you focus your research and 
remind you to look for other documents.  Some details might spark an idea for a 
different conclusion when viewed chronologically on a chart or a timeline.   







 
8.  As you study each family, ask yourself questions about the details and events in 


their lives, such as: 


• Is it logical or reasonable that…?  


• Are the children listed with reasonable time spaces?   


• Could there be twins?   


• Is there a name that was used again for another child that died?   


• Is it a heritage name?   


• Why are no children listed for this couple or only one? 


• What other records or paper trail might I look for?  


• Who else might have known and recorded information about….?  


• What else can this information tell me, or where can it direct me besides the 
obvious?  


• Does this make sense timewise?  Place-wise?  Relationship-wise?  What 
doesn’t make sense?  Why not? 


• Certificates or Tax Records – Is there a family relationship to the witness, or 
the recorder, or who performed the ceremony?  Or paid the tax bill? 


• Photos of your ancestors – When were they born?  Where did they live?  Who 
else is in the photo?  What is their relationship?  Where was it taken?   What 
was the event or time period? 


 
9.  Let the data and research prove or confirm your information.  Let it prove the 


information you already have, or that has “always” been known, instead of the 
reverse.  


 
Basic Records and the usual order of searching them. 
 
1.  U.S. Federal Census – In the USA every 10 years from 1790-1930; then check 


available state, county, local censuses.  
2.   Vital Records – lists, indexes and certificates of birth, marriage, and death; search 


these records chronologically. 
3.   Probate Records – wills, trusts, etc.  
4.   Land Records – deeds and taxes 
 
Why Census Records? 
 
Census information is usually readily available, fairly easy to access, and frequently 
reliable.  The information provided there is very helpful and the “what’s missing” 
can help you ask different questions using common sense or logical deduction.  







Repetition of information can add confidence and surety to your knowledge of 
family members and events, even though they are secondary sources given by one 
member of the family or even a neighbor. 
 
Check name changes – nicknames or “Americanization”, ages, occupations, new 
relationships or others living with the family.   Always look about 3 pages before and 
after the family to notice family friends that move to new places with the family or 
individuals that move-in with the family through the years as boarders or by 
marriage. 
 
DON’T: assume correctness, completeness, or the spelling of names is accurate or 
that the wife is the mother of any or all children, or that records before 1850 can’t 
help. 
 
DO: pay attention to the information at the top of the census page, study the 
handwriting, watch for families on split pages, look for repeat neighbors (friends 
sometimes moved together), find your ancestors in every census taken during their 
lifetime, look for all the surnames of your ancestor in the same county, use maps as 
you search, consider and accommodate typos when using indexes, note real estate 
values and look for deeds or wills, look for maiden names. 
 
Major differences in records of each census year: 
 
1790-1840 – head of household by surname/given name, gender by age range 
brackets, ages by age range brackets, number of slaves in some states. 
 
1850-1930 – Every person in household listed, age; starting in 1880 – relationship to 
the head of household and birthplaces of parents, property, occupation, 
homeowner/renter on later censuses 
 
1900 additions – birth month and year of every person, number of children born and 
number living for each mother, number of years married, 
immigration/naturalization dates. 
 
Additional Search Tips: 
 
1.  Adjust the Search Filters to find a balance between entering too much and not 


enough.   50-100 is a target range for search results to find several extended 
family members on a site.  Fewer results are needed if you have several known 







facts.  Start with less information and then add more.  Use the exact boxes 
selectively.  Use the Collections Tab to find specific information you are missing 
on FamilySearch.org. Use the “Find Similar People” tab on the Person Page to 
help you find more relatives. 


 
2.  Provide a year range instead of an exact date.  Broaden the location instead of 


starting with the city, county and state.  This is not a fill in the blank exercise!  Try 
just a marriage date, or just a death date or just the birth date with the 
residence.  Numerical ranges (age ranges, ranges of years to be searched, etc.) 
seem to cause matches to be missed more often than any other required element 
in searches.  If you don’t find someone you think should be there, try taking 
numerical ranges out of your search requirements first. 


3.  Consider initials, nicknames, misspellings, phonetic spellings, and name changes, 
of both the people and the locations.  Learn cultural and location naming 
patterns. 


 
4.  Try just the surname (birth and married for women) and a location.  Use both 


couple’s surnames and a year range in a location.  Try different combinations of 
relatives.  Look for the children of the parents by searching just for records of 
both parents together.  Try the parents’ names and the spouse’s name only.  Put 
in just a last name and then the geographic location to find all the people in that 
city or county or on a rare name in the state to see other possible family 
members.   


 
5.  Remember that middle and first names were often used inter-changeably and 


middle names of men were frequently the birth name of the mother. 
 
6.  Use different places and levels of jurisdictions for records.  Example: Where were 


the records sent when the church was closed?  OR, were county records also sent 
to the state? OR, was the location for records storage changed with geographic 
boundary changes? 


 
7.  Try different date ranges to determine if a record was recorded later.  Especially 


births, christenings, wills and land records. 
 
8.  For very common names restrict collections to one record group with the 


location if you know it, for example, Utah 1860 U.S. Census.  If you narrow 
quickly, then make a note of it and then search the surrounding locations (cities, 







counties and states) and other record types to find additional branches of the 
family or where the family relocated.  Reset the restrict filter to make sure you 
have cleared the previous ones.  Refresh the page also. 


 
9.  Search for a close relative or a neighbor and track them to see how their lives 


crossed. 
 
10. It can be helpful when trying to prove identity and your connection to a specific 


individual versus another by the same name to document each of them over a 
period of time with what you can find.  Take time to prove that one of them is 
NOT your relative. 


 
11.  The 4 Giant Worldwide Sites are FamilySearch.org, Ancestry.com, 


FindMyPast.com, and MyHeritage.com.  Each of these has spelling variation 
searches built into their search features, but still use name variations in 
multiple searches.  Also use wildcards in FamilySearch.org.  On other less 
sophisticated websites and also on Google, try some of the search ideas below: 


 
a) Phrases in quotes. 


b) Boolean operands (AND, OR, NOT) to include names and places. 


c) In advanced search options use “with all the words, with the exact phrase, 
with at least one of the words, without the words,” etc. 


d) Use your browser’s Find on Page feature to more easily search for 
occurrences of the town name in the narrowed county results if there are 
several hits.  You can use Ctrl+F also to find names or places on a page with 
lots of search results. 


e) Use? to replace one character in a name or place.  Use * to replace zero or 
more characters in a name or place.  Use both in one word.  Use more than 
one of each in a word also.  For example: Wal*er finds Waler, Walter and 
Walker.  Wal*e* also finds Walters and Walenbach.  W?l*er also finds Wiler, 
Willer, Wyler, etc. 


f) Try wild card searches to replace the vowels in the first three letters of the 
name. This is called an AEIOUY search. This type of search (example: man*, 
men*, min*, mon*, mun*, and myn*) is very good for finding not only 
occurrences of the surname Monday, but also Mandee, Mandie, Mandy, 
Mondee, Mondy, Munday, and Mundy. 








SYLLABUS FOR:  FORENSIC GENEALOGY – A CASE STUDY


By:  Juli Whittaker


1) Definition


● Relating to or used in a court of law


● Establishment of facts or evidence used in a court of law


2) Types of cases where a forensic genealogist can be hired


● Probate/unknown heirs


● Unclaimed persons


● Real estate


● Military Repatriation


● Citizenship/Immigration


● Prove Ethnic Heritage


● Mortgage Foreclosure


● Guardianships


● Mineral Rights


● Dual Citizenship


● Adoptions/DNA


● Social Services Agencies


● Land Defects


3) Case Study - example:  WWII military medal return; i.e. purple heart that was lost


● Identify deceased via public record


● Record all information on this record – determine significance of each item


● Research records


● Compare the record you retrieved against the information in all records found to


ensure they are for the same person


● Build a chart of the deceased’s family


● Look for living family members


● Write report
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Definition 
“A fraternal order is generally defined as an organization wherein a group of men, women or men 
and women are bound together for the purposes of advancing their educational, social or other 
benefits; also the relation of persons associating on the footing of brothers; also, a body or class of 
persons having common purposes and interests; brothers including sisters and sisters including 
brothers.” 


(Source: USLegal.com) 
 
While many people refer to all fraternal organizations as secret societies, this is often not the case 
and many fraternal organizations are happy to discuss their organizations with non-members. They 
are only “secret” in that parts of their ritual are known only to members.  This is typically only to 
promote a sense of belonging among their members. Some of these organizations are truly secret in 
that they try to keep everything, particularly membership lists, from public view.  
 
There are seven types of fraternal organizations/societies: 


1. Social  
2. Benevolent/Service/Friendly 
3. Ethnic  
4. Trade  


5. Religious/Mystical 
6. Political  
7. Criminal 


 
References to fraternal organizations your ancestor might have belonged to may be found in 
obituaries, funeral notices, and emblems on their tombstones. You may also see fraternal 
organizations referred to as friendly societies (primarily in Europe). 
 
Well-Known Fraternal Organizations 
Freemasons: The best known of all the fraternal organizations, Freemasonry can trace its roots back 
to 1700s England. The original masons were stonemasons and the original secrets may have actually 
been trade secrets. Most other fraternal organizations are based on the Freemasonry principles and 
structure. Masonic records will rarely contain any information other than dates of initiation, 
additional lodges or Masonic organizations the person may have been associated with, and the date 
of death. Records of high ranking officers may contain some additional information. Appendant 
bodies include (but are not limited to) Shriners, Order of the Eastern Star, Knights Templar, York 
Rite, Scottish Rite, Jobs Daughters, Rainbow Girls, DeMolay, and Sojourners. 
 
Knights of Columbus: Founded in 1882, the Knights of Columbus is open to Catholic males 18 years 
of age and older. Its primary goal was to give mutual aid and assistance to its members and families. 
Auxiliary groups include the Coumbiettes, Squirettes, Columbian Squires, Daughters of Isabella, 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Daughters of Mary Immaculate, and Squire Roses. 
 
Knights of Pythias: Older than the Knights of Columbus, the Knights of Pythias was founded by a 
member of the Freemasons and the Red Men, two other fraternal organizations. The Knights of 
Pythias stresses friendship, charity, and benevolence. Auxiliary groups include the Pythian Sisters, 
the Pythian Sunshine Girls, and the Junior Order of Princes of Syracuse for boys. Appendant bodies 
include the Dramatic Order of the Knights of Khorassan, which also has a female auxiliary, the 
Nomads of Avrudaka. 
 



mailto:danni@talkingboxgenealogy.com
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Independent Order of Odd Fellows: The IOOF originated in England, as the United Order of Odd 
Fellow. The beginnings of the IOOF are not clear. The Odd Fellows claim to be the first mutual 
benefit society. Auxiliary groups include the Daughters of Rebekah (also known as the Rebekahs or 
the International Association of Rebekah Assemblies), The Ancient Mystic Order of Samaritans 
(AMOS) note: this is an unofficial auxiliary, the Junior Lodge or Loyal Sons of the Junior Order of 
Odd fellows, and Theta Rho Girls Clubs.  
 
The Grange: Officially known as the Order of Patrons of Husbandry, The Grange was established in 
1867; the founder was a Mason with a desire to have a fraternal organization for farmers. The 
Grange ended up being more of a union for the farmers to help them band together for protection 
against being taken advantage of by merchants, farm suppliers, railroads and warehouses. The 
Grange was the first fraternal organization to admit women as full-fledged members. They are also 
the fraternal organization that probably has the youngest age of admission, allowing people as 
young as 14-years-old to join. While originally, this society was intended for farmers, membership 
today is allowed for farmers and anyone with an interest in farming. 
 
Woodmen: Woodmen was one of the first fraternal societies created for benevolent reasons. Today 
Woodmen is one of the largest fraternal benefit societies, claiming membership of more than 
845,000. The Woodmen of the World organization is best known for its gravestones. From 1890 to 
1900, WOW’s life insurance policies had a provision that provided free grave markers for members. 
From 1900 to the mid-1920s, members could purchase a $100 rider to cover the cost of the 
monument. WOW designed a four- to five-foot-high tree trunk monument pattern for adults and 
three stacked logs for children. Local stone carvers were to use this pattern so all WOW stones 
would look uniform, but markers soon became distinctive with the additions of other symbols by 
families. By the mid-1920s, the organization had discontinued the grave marker benefit due to 
increased cost. Woodmen of the World is still in existence today and is one of the largest fraternal 
benefit societies with open membership in the U.S. They provide insurance, investments, bonds, 
real estate, and mortgage loans to its members. Auxiliary groups include the Supreme Forest 
Woodmen Circle, the Women of Woodcraft (also known as Neighbors of Woodcraft). 
 
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks: Also known as the BPOE, the Elks Lodge, or The Elks and was 
originally founded as a New York City social club in 1868. Today it’s one of the largest fraternal, 
charitable, and service orders in the United States, with a membership of nearly one million 
members. The Elks have a charitable foundation called the Elks National Foundation. Any 
auxiliaries that exist are unofficial and may include the Emblem Club, the Lady Elks and the 
Benevolent Patriotic Order of Does. 
 
Fraternal Order of Eagles: Also known as the FOE, the Eagles were founded in 1898 by six theater 
owners and the membership was originally made up of those engaged in the performing arts. 
Performers sharing the story of the organization is what provided the Eagles their initial means of 
growth with membership benefits such as funeral benefits and aerie physicians contributing to 
continued growth. The FOE raises millions of dollars to combat heart disease and cancer, help 
children with disabilities, and uplift the aged and infirm. Auxiliary groups include the Grand 
Auxiliary. 
 
The Improved Order of Red Men: Established in the U.S. in 1834, this fraternal organization was 
formed solely for (and by) Caucasian men and can trace its history back to the Sons of Liberty and 
the Boston Tea Party. Appendant organizations include National Haymakers' Association, the 
Knights of Tammany, and the Chieftains League. Auxiliary groups include the Degree of Hiawatha, 
the Degree of Pocahontas, and the Degree of Anona. This organization still exists today and even has 
a museum and library located in Waco, TX. 
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Loyal Order of the Moose: Founded in 1888, the Loyal Order of the Moose was intended purely as a 
men's social club. The organization floundered until 1906 when its membership began to rebound 
and by 1912 it had approximately half a million members. The Moose support many charitable and 
community projects and they maintain a children’s school and a retirement facility as well. Auxiliary 
organizations include Women of the Moose. 
 
Kiwanis: Founded in the United States in 1914, the original name of the Kiwanis was the Supreme 
Lodge Benevolent Order Brothers. The name was changed to Kiwanis in 1916. Kiwanis has an 
emphasis on business and professionalism. 
 
 
Access to Records 
The records for all of these organizations are private records and the organization is not required to 
provide access to them to anyone outside of the organization. The Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) does not apply to these records. Many of these organizations are not staffed for genealogical 
research, however, these groups will do their best to respond to genealogical inquiries when the 
inquirer is courteous and patient. For genealogical inquiries, depending on the organization, you 
may not have much success at the national or state level, unless your ancestor happened to be an 
officer in the organization. 
 
Fraternal organization records are rarely indexed so tracking down an ancestor may be a difficult 
and time-consuming process. Some organizations have published histories in which your ancestor 
may be mentioned. Organizational histories may have been published at the national, state, or local 
level so be sure you check for all types. Many fraternal organizations also published member 
updates in newsletters or newspapers. If the organization closed down the records may have ended 
up in a local library, educational institution, or at a local genealogical society. Records located in 
repositories are not always indexed so make sure you browse the collections fully. 
 
Some Masonic lodge records have been lost due to fires, natural disasters, and disappearance into a 
lodge secretary’s personal belongings. Few records from the 1700s and 1800s still survive or are 
complete. To inquire about your ancestor’s records, write to the Grand Lodge where your ancestor 
resided when he was a member and include your ancestor's full name, the town, and county in 
which he resided and the dates he lived there. Once you know the local lodge, also inquire with the 
local lodge as they may have more complete records about an individual. 
 
The IOOF has provided a webpage with information about genealogical inquiries at https://odd-
fellows.org/history/genealogy-research/. 
 
The BPOE has provided a webpage with some great examples of Elk History at 
https://www.elks.org/history/. Here you can find links to photos, documents, multimedia, and 
magazine archives. Submissions of Elks History is encouraged on the webpage. 
 
Cyndi’s List has a very good page on Societies & Groups: Fraternal Organizations at 
https://www.cyndislist.com/societies/fraternal/. 
 
 
 


Additional fraternal organization resources can be found on my website at 
https://talkingboxgenealogy.com/resources-and-reading/ 
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BARTERING 


Bartering is the practice of exchanging one commodity or service for another commodity or service. 
Bartering became an important part of the early colonial economy due to the low circulation of specie 
(coin) and paper money had not been created in what is now the United States. Typical commodities 
used in bartering were tobacco, corn, animal pelts, grain, and cattle. In fact, the General Assembly of 
Virginia passed a law in 1619 making tobacco a legal tender. 


 


WAMPUM 


The Native Americans made wampum (or shell money) and gave it as a gift. These beads were made 
from shells that were polished and then strung together. The European Settlers used wampum mainly in 
the Northeastern part of what is now the United States. At first, the Native Americans made wampum 
for the new settlers, but the colonists started to manufacture their own wampum. As a result, wampum 
decreased in value. 


 


EARLY COINS 


Foreign specie (coin) from a variety of countries was circulating throughout the colonies. Each colony 
kept a “money of account” using a standardized denomination. This was a bookkeeping practice to track 
how much specie was circulating in their colony. Many colonies chose the English denomination of 
pounds, shillings, and pence to value their specie. These values differed from colony to colony. Here is a 
list of a few of the foreign coins that circulated the colonies: 


• Spanish American eight reales or Spanish American Dollar, doubloon, escudo 
• Dutch ducatoon, rijksdaalder, lionladder 
• English Crown, pound, shilling, pence 
• French crowns 


 


COLONIAL NOTES/BILLS OF CREDIT 


Paper money became essential due to the scarcity of specie.  In 1690, the Province of Massachusetts 
Bay issued the first American paper money in the form of a bill of credit also known as a colonial note.  


• Issuances 
• Reasons for Issue 


o Military Expenditures 
o Public Work Structures 
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o Relief for the poor 
o Burned Tobacco Inventory 
o Tobacco Warehouse Certificates 
o Public Loan Offices 
o Private Loan Banks 


• Counterfeiting 
• The British Parliament passed the Currency Acts to regulate the colonial paper money and 


protect British merchants from depreciating money. 
• Revolutionary War Issues 


 


CONTINENTAL CURRENCY 


The Continental Congress authorized the issuance of continental currency in 1775.  


• Issuances 
• English Economic Warfare through Counterfeiting 
• “Not Worth a Continental” 
• Funding Act of 1790 


 


BANK NOTES 


After the Revolutionary War, the State governments authorized banks to issue bank notes. The Bank of 
North America was one of the first ones that opened in 1781 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This bank 
was rechartered by the State of Pennsylvania in 1782. Bank notes were only redeemable in the area 
where they were issued.  


• Issuances 
• Embargo Act of 1807 
• General Bank Law of 1857 
• National Banking Acts 1863, 1864, 1865, and 1866 


 


NATIONAL BANK NOTES 


Congress authorized a twenty-year charter in 1791 for a national bank called the [First] Bank of the 
United States. This bank issued National Bank Notes that could be redeemed anywhere in the United 
States. In 1811, the First Bank of the United States closed its doors due to the charter expiring. Congress 
granted a charter in 1816 for the Second Bank of the United States and it closed its doors in 1836. The 
National bank notes were retired in the 1930s.  
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UNITED STATES MINT 


The Coinage Act of 1792 (or the Mint Act) established the United States Mint in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. This Act designated the dollar as the monetary standard for the United States and 
declared the silver dollar as the legal tender of the United States. 


 


FRACTIONAL CURRENCY 


In 1815, coins were hard to find. Banks, stores, and other businesses issued fractional currency to keep 
consumers buying. These were known as scrips or shinplasters. 


 


NOTES ISSUED BY UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Notes issued by the United States government began in 1861. The first $1 Legal Tender Note was issued 
in 1862.  


• Demand Notes 
• United States Notes or Legal Tender Notes 
• United States Secret Service 
• George Washington 


 


SILVER CERTIFICATES 


The Department of Treasury issued silver certificates in 1878 as the result of legislation increasing the 
purchase of silver.  


• $1 silver certificate 


 


TREASURY NOTES 


Treasury Notes were issued in 1890 by the Department of Treasury. Treasury notes were short-term 
debt instruments that were used to pay duties, taxes, and public use. They were not considered legal 
tender. 


 


FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 


The Federal Reserve Notes were first issued in 1914 and is what we use today. These notes have been 
through a few redesigns. 


• Federal Reserve Act 
• Central banking system was created in 1913 
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• Federal Reserve Notes 
• Standard design in 1929 
• Congress prohibits the redemption for gold in 1963 


 


CRYPTOCURRENCY 


Cryptocurrency is an unregulated digital currency where the transactions and other information are 
stored in a digital ledger. According to currency.com, there are almost 10,000 types of cryptocurrencies. 
This type of currency is not considered a legal tender in the United States. 


• Ecash 
• Digicash 
• B-money 
• Bitcoin 
• Namecoin 
• Litecoin 
• Peercoin 
• El Salvador, Cuba, and China 
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