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THE QUEST FOR YOUR ENGLISH ANCESTORS 
 
Claire V. Brisson-Banks, BS, MLIS, AG®       


 
 


 
Focus 
The basic tools for any genealogical research are civil and church records of births, marriages and deaths as 


well as census records.  The British Isles is no exception with its vast amount of local and national collections 


of records.   Getting back to at least 1837 should be relatively easy due to that the fact that many of these 


collections are now on the Internet.  Once you reach 1837, parish registers are the next step which can be done 


through microfilms and microfiche assuming the records are available.  Adding a variety of other records 


available, it is now possible to take your research back to the 1600’s.   


 
Types of Records 
 


Websites: Free and For Fee Census Records Civil Registration 
Parish Records Cemetery Monumental Inscriptions 


Parish Chest Relief Accounts Poor Law Records 
Directories Military Records Probate Records 


Land & Property Manorial Records 
 


 
SOME HELPFUL ENGLISH INTERNET RESOURCES: 
 


Free BMD: http://freebmd.rootsweb.org.uk 


Genuki: http://www.genuki.org.uk 


England GenWeb: https://www.worldgenweb.org/england   
One Name Studies: http://www.one-name.org 


Family Search: http://www.familysearch.org 


FS England Wiki: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/England_Genealogy  
Cyndi’s List: http://www.cyndislist.com 


$ Ancestry: http://www.ancestry.co.uk 


$ FindMyPast: http://www.findmypast.com 


$ The Genealogist: http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk 


$ Deceased Online: http://deceasedonline.com  


$ My Heritage: http://www.myheritage.com  


 
ENGLISH NAMING PATTERN: 1st son named after father’s father, 2nd son named after mother’s father, 3rd 


son named after the father, 4th son named after the father’s eldest brother, 5th son named after 2nd oldest 


brother or mother’s eldest brother. 1st daughter named after mother’s mother, 2nd daughter named after father’s 


mother, 3rd daughter named after the mother, 4th daughter named after the mothers’ eldest sister, 5th daughter 


named after 2nd oldest sister of father’s eldest sister.  


 


Often the mother’s maiden name was used as a middle name for the first son. If the pattern resulted in 


duplication of names, then skip to the next one on the list. If a child died in infancy or very young, if the next 


child was of the same sex, that name would be given to the child in ‘memory’. More often than wanted, we 


are all human and it can be difficult to follow if those names are connected to abuse of any kind. Also, there 


may be an exceptional good friend or a popular hero chosen as a name instead of following the pattern. This 


information is provided as it is possible to help identify and break through brick walls if your family a few 


generations ago followed this naming pattern. 
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throughout 


Presentation 
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ENGLISH CENSUS RETURNS: Each householder was required to complete a census schedule for the 1841 


census. This included the address, names, ages, sexes, occupations and places of birth of each individual 


residing in his or her home.  Most of these census records are available online and are on microfilm at the 


FHL. There were census records taken earlier and some of them have survived and provide the head of 


household covering the years 1801-1831. Remember that any moment in time is a census of those in 


attendance and can be used as substitutes. It’s important to remember that the English have had what is known 


as a “standing military” for centuries. This means that they were always ready to go to war. When census 


records began in 1801, the military were not included and were not included until 1851, remember this when 


searching the census records for your military ancestors. 
 


ENGLISH CIVIL REGISTRATION: These are the Vital Records of Births, Marriages and Deaths which started 


on July 1, 1837 to the present.  Currently these records are available from the General Register Office and at 


County Record Offices. The Indexes are online in multiple locations including Ancestry.com, 


FindMyPast.com, the Genealogist.co.uk, myheritage.com  and FreeBMD.org.uk.  These indexes are also 


online, on microfilm and microfiche at the FHL. This civil registration is a little different for the military. 


There are separate records for their births, marriages, and burials. Many died at sea and others died on the 


battlefield. It is because of these out of the ordinary circumstances that we have a different set of records for 


them and includes their service in the East Indies. 


 


ENGLISH PARISH REGISTERS:  In 1538 all parishes were required by law to keep registers for Baptisms, 


Marriages and Burials, this continues up to the present.  A back-up measure was implemented in 1593 called 


Bishop’s Transcripts.  When parish registers were destroyed by fire or floods, the Bishop Transcripts are the 


backup. In 1754, the Lord Hardwicke’s Marriage act went into effect.  This required that a separate register is 


used to record marriages.  In 1813, the George Rose’s Act creates a standard form for Baptisms and Burials as 


well as a separate register for each. Phillimore’s provides a full listing of parish register locations. Some 


parish records are online at theGenealogist.co.uk, FindMyPast.com and Familysearch.org. 
 


INTERNATIONAL GENEALOGICAL INDEX: These are a combination of births and marriages that were 


extracted from the parish registers of England starting around 1500. Additionally, church members turned in 


various generations on pedigree charts, together these records add much to aiding individuals in their family 


history research. 


 


BRITISH ISLES VITAL RECORDS INDEX: Over five million records, this index includes good coverage of 


baptisms and marriages for Derbyshire, Dorset, Gloucester, Hampshire, Herefordshire, Kent, Lancashire, 


Lincoln, Northumberland, Nottingham, Stafford, Sussex, Wiltshire, Yorkshire. These records are now 


available online at FamilySearch.org.  


 


ENGLISH LICENSES, BONDS AND ALLEGATIONS: Bishops granted licenses for marriage under special 


circumstances since the 14th century.  The Hardwick Marriage Act allowed a license for individuals to marry 


without the calling of banns or handling those who were not in their normal place of residence.  These licenses 


have many details on the couples involved, however the one and only copy stayed with the office. A groom 


and the father of a bride would enter into a marriage bond.  An Allegation was usually done by the groom to 


indicate there were no impediments to the marriage as well as the location of the marriage.  These records are 


at the County Record Office and are being put online at familysearch.org and other online databases already 


mentioned. There is much genealogical information on these records. Check out the FamilySearch Wiki on 


this subject to learn how to access these records. 


 


ENGLISH NON-CONFORMIST CHURCH RECORDS: There were other religions that kept records of birth and 


death or burial if allowed. Lawful marriages could only be performed by the Church of England, Society of 


Friends or Jews up until the mid-1800s.  This situation caused these marriages to be included is the Anglican 


records.  Most of the non-conformist records were sent to the Public Record Office in 1837 except for the 


Catholic records. Many are online at FamilySearch.org, FindMyPast.com and the Genealogist.co.uk.  
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CEMETERIES & MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS:  FamilySearch.org, FindAGrave.com, BillionGraves.com, 


Ancestry.com, MyHeritage.com, Deceasedonline.com, Warmemorialsonline.org.uk, cwgc.org,twgpp.org, 


burial-inscriptions.co.uk, interment.net/uk/eng/index.htm, jewishgen.org/databases/Cemetery, National Burial 


Index for England and Wales on FindMyPast.com, Genuki.org.uk. It is wise to join the local Family History 


Society of the area your ancestors come from as this puts you in contact with others who are researching in 


that same area.  


 


ENGLISH POOR LAW RECORDS: According to “The Dictionary of Genealogy: A Guide to British Ancestry 


Research”; Poor Law was “The system of public relief of the poor laid down by Acts of Parliament since the 


original great Poor Law Act of 1601. The care of the poor was then placed in the hands of the parish, where it 


remained until the ‘New Poor Law’ replaced the ‘Old Poor Law’ in 1834.  The responsibility was then 


removed to Poor Law Unions (of several parishes) administered by Boards of Guardians of the Poor through 


the government. The records created by the working of the Poor Law sometimes enable the descent of a really 


poor family to be more easily traced than that of a more prosperous one.” 1   
 
Slowly these records are coming online through the National Archives in their Digital Records and 


Ancestry.com as well as locations of work houses provided by Genuki.org.uk and the website by Peter 


Higginbottom at workhouses.org.uk. There are many on microfilm through the Family History Library. 


Cyndislist.com has a great list of additional resources on this topic. The British Library has the Newspaper 


collections online for a fee. There is a "Poor Law Unions’ Gazette” available that lists individuals who are 


being sort after, descriptions are provided with addresses and family members on many.  


 


ENGLISH APPRENTICESHIP RECORDS: Learning a skill or a trade often required a young man to be 


indentured; this was signed by their parents and the master to whom they were apprenticed for either 5 or 7 


years. A tax was later added in 1710 which created a central registration register.  The Public Record Office 


holds the original registers.  The Family History Library has an index which covers 1710 to 1774 by county.  


There are also local apprenticeship records available.  The information obtained from these records includes 


the names of the young man, his father or widowed mother, the master, the trade being learned and the 


amount of money involved and where they lived. 
 


ADDITIONAL RECORD SOURCES 


 


ENGLISH CITY DIRECTORIES: Started in the early 1800’s, these are available for all counties. There are 


some counties which go back to the 1700’s.  The directory contains valuable information about each town, 


hamlet and village.  Family heads of upper and middle class were usually included along with their occupation 


and addresses. The FHL has these available on film as well as they are located at the various County Record 


offices and local libraries. Some are available online at English Historical Directories.  
 


ENGLISH MILITARY RECORDS: There are military records available, but most not indexed and located at the 


UK National Archives at Kew. Knowing which military service your ancestor was part of along with his 


regiment is the best possible way to locate your ancestor.  Some of these records are at the Family History 


Library, along with Ancestry.com, findmypast.com, cwgc.org and cyndislist.com.  


 


ENGLISH PROBATE RECORDS: There are wills, testaments, administrations, inventories, act books and bonds. 


These records contain information about family relationships, religion, property and monetary values. 


Although these probate courts did not start till around 1540 some began as early as 1383. In England, only 


about 10% of adult males left a will except for the military, they were allowed to file their will in the 


Prerogative Court of Canterbury (PCC) for free as a soldier.  


 


Most probate records have been indexed. Most wills and administrations prior to 1858 have been filmed by 


the Family History Library.  Wills from 1384 to 1858 are held by the Public Record Office and also being 


 
1 Fitzhugh, Terrick V. H.:” The Dictionary of Genealogy, A Guide to British Ancestry Research”, NJ, 1985, p. 234. 
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made available through their Documents Online, theGenealogist.co.uk and ancestry.com.  Genuki.org.uk has a 


listing of probate locations by county. Wills and administrations after 1858 are held only by the Court of 


Probate.  The index to death duty registers from 1796-1903 are available on findmypast.com with the original 


inventory on film at the FHL. Access and purchase of these are at the Probate Search Room, First Avenue 


House, 42-49 High Holborn, London. WC1V 6NP. 
 


ENGLAND LAND & PROPERTY: Following the Norman Conquest in 1066 all the land of England was 


technically owned by the Crown. Someone who held land in this way direct from the Crown was a ‘tenant-in-


chief’ and if a tenant-in-chief held several villages he might sublet one or more of them to other men in return 


for similar services. In 1925 an Act of Parliament decided that those to whom property had been conveyed 


within the last thirty years did not in future need to provide evidence of their title going back more than thirty 


years. To learn more and access these records read the full story in the wiki here. 


 


ENGLISH MANORIAL RECORDS:  These records date back to the 12th century, for the genealogist these 


records hold information on tenants’ deaths, relationships between an heir of the tenant and the new tenant, 


payments of marriages of tenants’ daughters as well as widows remarrying and death dates of tenants and 


legal matters pertaining to minor offenses or rental violations. The major difficulty with these records is that 


some are in Latin. Some records are at the National Archives, country record offices and still on the manors 


themselves. The National Archives has a Manorial Register tells where they are located. Here is a link to a 


map which shows the progress made on digitizing these records. Many are filmed at the Family History 


Library and located by looking in the county of the manor. These are slowly coming online so the best thing is 


to do a browser search for your area of interest. 
 


Various English records are becoming available continually online, some free and some for a fee, take the 


time to check your favorite websites often, search and discover new websites, blogs and forums for the latest 


and greatest.  Volunteers, genealogical societies and individuals are always adding new records to make our 


research easier.  Lastly, ask questions, the answers could lead you to another great discovery and don’t give up 


the search! 


 


In conclusion, there are many more record sets not covered in this class. They are listed in the research wiki 


and at the National Archives as well as many other locations. Some records will never be digitized due to 


copyright and their condition, however, as technology improves these things will too be overcome so that we 


will be able to find our ancestors. 


 


FINAL THOUGHTS 


 
“I have often dreamed about meeting my ancestors one day.  I have learned so much about 


them that in some ways I know them better than people who are alive today.  Once I dreamed 


that the first thing you do when you get to heaven is go down a receiving line shaking hands, 


hugging and kissing your ancestors.” 2  
 


 
 


 
2 Kurzweil, A. (2011). From generation to generation: How to trace your Jewish genealogy and family history. San 


Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, a Wiley Imprint. 
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Researching 
Your


Civil War 
Soldier


Civil War: 1861-1865


Preliminary Research


¤ Ancestor’s age


¤ Residence and relatives in 
1860 US Federal Census


¤ Death date/place


Ancestry LE: US CIVIL WAR 
SOLDIERS, 1861-1865


FamilySearch: UNITED STATES CIVIL 
WAR SOLDIERS INDEX 1861-1865


MyHeritage LE: US CIVIL WAR 
SOLDIERS, 1861-1865


NPS Civil War Soldiers and 
Sailors System


¤ Service Information


¤ Regimental histories/timelines


¤ Battle descriptions


¤ POW Records


¤ Cemetery Records


Beginning 
Your Research


Another alternative for 
searching indexes:


militaryindexes.com/civilwar


 Officially, Union Blue & Confederate Gray, but this was 
inconsistently followed


 Look for:


¤ Trouser color –Volunteers issued lighter trousers


¤ Stripes on trousers – red/artillery, yellow/cavalry


¤ Trim & style of kepi (hats) and jackets – Artillerymen 
(both sides) wore red kepi and shell jackets; cavalry 
trim was yellow


¤ Insignia indicating division or rank – ex. 
chevrons/sergeant – on kepi and jackets


Uniforms of the Civil War: An Illustrated Guide for Historians, 
Collectors, and Reenactors by Robin Smith & Ron Field


Clues in Old Photographs


Unit Names
 Union – numbered


¤ 2nd Illinois Infantry, Company B
 Confederate – numbered or named


¤ 1st Texas Infantry - Company L -The Lone Star Rifles
 State Militia – numbered or named


¤ 1st MO State Guard, Benton County State Guards, The Missouri Tigers


Battles
 Union – natural objects                      Confederate – town, man-made
 Battle of Pittsburg Landing (nature) Battle of Shiloh (a church)


Naming Conventions


Search for records by name or select CIVIL WAR  “More about the Civil War” 
“Soldier Service Records” to search a specific record set


¤ Compiled Service Records for Union & Confederate Soldiers –
original papers, rolls, prison registers, etc.


¤ Veterans’ and  Widows’ Pension documents


¤ DC Emancipation and Court Slave Records


¤ Battle Information and Regimental Histories


Fold3
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Noteworthy Information


 Volunteer soldiers only


 Envelope/jacket containing cards and documents 
detailing the soldier’s military career


 Cards may include enlistment & discharge dates, 
payroll, injuries, hospitalizations, POW info


 Index on NPS Soldiers & Sailors System, 
MyHeritage LE, Ancestry LE, and FamilySearch


 Some records on Fold3, request others from 
NARA


Compiled Military 
Service Records


 Most Union Army soldiers were volunteers


¤ Compiled Military Service Records (CMSR)


¤ Pension Files 


¤ M594, Compiled Records Showing Service of Military 
Units in Volunteer Union Organizations


 Regular Army - Enlisted men


¤ M233, Registers of Enlistments in the United States Army, 
1798 – 1914  (Fold3, Ancestry, FamilySearch)


 Published resources!


Union Soldiers


 Three major record sets


¤ Compiled Military Service Records (CMSR)


¤ M861, Compiled Records Showing Service of Military 
Units in Confederate Organizations


¤ M258, Compiled Service Records of the Confederate 
Soldiers Who Served in Organizations Raised Directly by 
the Confederate Government


 Ancestry and MyHeritage – Confederate Service Records, 
1861 – 1865


 Published resources!


Confederate Soldiers


 Approx. 186,000 African Americans   served in the 
Civil War


 State militia units preceded the USCT (1863)


 Ancestry - “U.S. Colored Troops Military Service 
Records 1863 - 1865” 


 Check NARA, FamilySearch Research Wiki “U.S. 
Colored Troops in the Civil War” for microfilmed 
CSMP availability


U.S. Colored Troops (USCT)


UNION


NATIVE 
AMERICANS


Delaware, Creek, Cherokee, Seminole, 
Kickapoo, Seneca, Osage, Choctaw +


FOREIGN-BORN Germans, Irish, Canadians, English +


CONFEDERACY


NATIVE 
AMERICANS


Cherokee, Choctaw, Seminole, 
Catawba, and Creek


FOREIGN-BORN Irish, Germans, British, French, Poles, 
Canadian, Mexican 


Native American and Foreign-Born Soldiers
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Confederate veterans – state pensions only


¤ Held by state archives, historical societies, record 
centers


¤ See NARA list of state holdings/repositories


Union applications


¤ Veteran – personal info, details of service


¤ Widow – personal info, spouse’s service/death, children 


¤ Heir – personal info, parents’ deaths


 Indexes available online, some Widow’s Pension records 
on Fold3 (incomplete), request files from NARA/VA


Pension Records Sailors
Union Navy


¤ Service – Dates of service, ship/vessel
¤ Pension – Records that document service and relationships
¤ “Navy Survivors’ Certificates” (M1469) and  “Navy 


Widows’ Certificates” (M1279) – on Fold3


Confederate Navy
¤ Service – Few surviving records, generally poor condition
¤ Pension – State issued, no federal records
¤ Research tips – “Civil War and Later Navy Personnel 


Records at the National Archives, 1861 – 1924” by Lee 
Bacon


 1890 special census of Union veterans and 
their widows 


 Intended for Union veterans, but 
Confederate veterans often included 
(sometimes crossed out)


 Information gathered included:


¤ Names of surviving soldiers, sailors, 
marines, and widows


¤ Rank, name of regiment/vessel
¤ Dates of enlistment, discharge, and/or 


length of service
¤ Miscellaneous - post office address, 


disability incurred, etc.


1890 Veterans Schedule Other Military Records


 Provost Marshal reports


 U.S. & State Adjutant General reports


 Regimental/unit histories


 Veterans’ Services


¤ Homes for Disabled Vol. Soldiers


¤ Veterans’ or Old Soldiers’ Homes


 Cemeteries/burials


¤ VA’s National Gravesite Locator


¤ Cyndi’s List – Cemeteries/Military


¤ NARA M1845, Card Records of Headstones Provided for 
Deceased Union Civil War Veterans


 Veterans’ Organizations & Lineage Societies


 Structure of the Civil War Army


¤ North Carolina Museum of History’s Organization and 
Rank (article) 


Related Records


 County Histories
¤ Digital State Archives & Internet Archive


 Other Published Resources
¤ Diaries and Memoirs
¤ War of the Rebellion - A Compilation of the 


Official Records of the Union and Confederate 
Armies


 Newspapers – ChroniclingAmerica
¤ Library of Congress online database


Traditional Genealogy Gems
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Online Essentials for Civil War Research


 Family Tree Magazine Civil War Genealogy Toolkit


 Joe Beine’s Military Indexes for the Civil War


 Civil War pages on NARA, Cyndi’s List, and the 
FamilySearch Research Wiki


 MGC’s Military Records on Microform 


(Virtual) Road Trip?


 State and Local Historical & Genealogical Societies


 Battlefield and Heritage Sites


¤ American Battlefield Trust Links + “LEARN” 
resources


 Museums, Monuments, & Memorials


¤ Wikipedia - State Civil War Museums


 On-site and Online Collections


DATABASE FEATURED RECORD SET


Ancestry*
“U.S., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension 
Files, 1861 – 1934”


FindMyPast* “Civil War Soldiers, 1861 – 1865” 


MyHeritage* “U.S. Civil War Soldiers, 1861 – 1865”


FamilySearch “NARA to FHL film conversion”


* Library editions or paid/subscription editions


Civil War Research & “The Fab 4” U.S. History Databases at MGC


MidwestGenealogyCenter.org


RESOURCES (navigation bar)


“Browse Resources”


U.S. History Databases
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MGC Online Classes
 Beginning Ancestry Library Edition


 Beginning Genealogy


 Census Records Research


 Introduction to Internet Genealogy


 Tracing Immigrant Origins


 Using Fold3 


 Using HeritageQuest Online 


 Weekly Website Wonders


www.midwestgenealogycenter.org


3440 S Lee’s Summit Road
Independence, MO 64055


816.252.7228 mgc@mymcpl.org


Revised April 2022








Researching at Your Public Library 
Sherri Camp  


Genealogy Librarian 
scamp@tscpl.org 


 


 
Researching at your public library can provide you with many resources if you know where to look. 
Public libraries provide reference materials, city directories, local history and special collections, and 
databases to help you with your genealogical and historical research. This presentation will show you 
how to use a library for research and give you examples of resources you may find in your local library 
and in libraries around the county.  
 
Since ancient times libraries have held collections of knowledge 
containing information on all sorts of subjects, preserving it for 
generations.  
  
Collections of knowledge on any subject can be found in libraries.  
  
Some of the largest libraries for genealogical researchers include:  


 Family History Library - online and in person  
 Library of Congress - online and in person  
 College libraries - finding aids  
 State Archives  
 Regional Library systems - NEKLS, CKLS,   
 History & Genealogy Society Libraries  


  
5 things you can find at a public library   
  


1. Historical Collections   
2. Local and Family histories  
3. Databases  


 Ancestry Library Edition  


 Heritage Quest  


 Fold3  
4. Inter-Library Loan (ILL)  


 FHL Catalog, changes  


 World Cat, OCLC  
5. Help/Personal Knowledge  


  
Libraries are our friends, as well as the librarians that work there! 
You never know what information or help you might find there. 
Explore your local library and any of the libraries where your 
ancestors lived. You just might unearth a treasure of biblical 
proportions.  
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Helpful Links 


 
 Family History Library Catalog 


https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Introduction_to_the_FamilySearch_Catalog 
 FamilySearch Wiki - https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page  


o Research Outlines - https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Research_Outlines 
 Library of Congress Catalog - https://eresources.loc.gov/ 


 College libraries - finding aids  
o University of Kansas Kenneth Spencer Research Collection -https://aeon.lib.ku.edu/aeon 
o Yale Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library - https://beinecke.library.yale.edu/ 


 State Archives  
o Kansas 
o Missouri 
o Oklahoma 
o Arkansas 


 Local Libraries 
o Midwest Genealogy Center - https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy  
o Kansas City Public Library – Missouri Valley Room - https://kchistory.org/  
o Johnson County Pu7blic Library - https://www.jocolibrary.org/research/our-genealogy-


experts-johnson-county-kansas  
o Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library – https://www.tscpl.org/genealogy 


 Association of Libraries – https://www.librarytechnology.org/libraries    


  



https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Introduction_to_the_FamilySearch_Catalog

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Introduction_to_the_FamilySearch_Catalog

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Research_Outlines

https://eresources.loc.gov/

https://spencer.lib.ku.edu/collections/kansas-collection

https://beinecke.library.yale.edu/

https://kslib.info/QuickLinks.aspx?CID=95,

https://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/

https://oklahoma.gov/libraries/state-government/archives-and-records/state-archives.html

https://www.arkansasheritage.com/arkansas-state-archives/collections-and-research/about-collections

https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy

https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy

https://kchistory.org/

https://kchistory.org/

https://www.jocolibrary.org/research/our-genealogy-experts-johnson-county-kansas

https://www.jocolibrary.org/research/our-genealogy-experts-johnson-county-kansas

https://www.tscpl.org/genealogy

https://www.tscpl.org/genealogy

https://www.librarytechnology.org/libraries
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RESEARCHING SWEDISH CHURCH BOOKS 
USING ARKIVDIGITAL 


 


Kathy.meade@arkivigital.com 


INTRODUCTION 
ArkivDigital is an online subscription service that provides access to Swedish 
historical records. Today (September 2022), nearly 92 million newly 
photographed color images are in the service. Record types include the Swedish 
church books, estate inventories, tax registers, military, court records, Swedish 
American church books, maps, aerial photographs, and many other historical 
documents. The English public website is https://www.arkivdigital.net/. You can 
access the application by going to the URL: https://app.arkivdigital.se/.  


INTERFACE REVIEW 


 
ARCHIVE SEARCH 
ArkivDigital has more than 100 archive types, and many are very specialized. You find 
the archives in the application by clicking on, Archive Search. If you know the name of 
the archive, you can enter the name under the box, archive holder, and click search. You 
then open the archive, and a volume list will appear. 


You can also search by archive type and country. The default country is Sweden, and you 
can further limit your search by county and province. You can search by state for records 
in the United States.  


 



https://www.arkivdigital.net/

https://app.arkivdigital.se/
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SWEDISH CHURCH BOOK UPDATES 
The Swedish church books are usually the first set of records people look at when they 
begin their Swedish genealogy because they are so complete and contain much 
information. The church books begin in the late 1600s and go up to 1991. ArkivDigital’s 
online archive includes Swedish church books from the earliest times (the 1600s) up to 
the law of privacy. Swedish legislation prohibits records such as the 
household/congregation, birth, and death records from being published online if younger 
than 70 years. So currently, the cut-off year is 1951. During the past year, church books 
that are now free of this privacy restriction have been added to the online archive.  


INDEX SEARCH 
ArkivDigital regularly adds new indexes to aid the researcher. There are two types of 
indexes: name searchable indexes and search tools. With name searchable indexes, one 
can search by name within specific collections such as the Swedish church books, estate 
inventories, military records, and other historical documents. Search tools make it easier 
to search tax records, general muster rolls, and the SCB extracts or extracts of birth, 
marriage, and death records for 1925 to 1947 for all of Sweden except for Stockholm 
city. The years for Stockholm city are 1930 to 1947. 


SWEDISH CHURCH BOOK NAME SEARCHABLE INDEXES 
Index Name Category 


BiS (Population of Sweden) 1800-1947 Church Books 
Birth index (Parts of Sweden) Church Books 


Marriage index (Parts of Sweden) Church Books 
Death index (Parts of Sweden) Church Books 


Move certificates Church Books 


SWEDISH CHURCH BOOK INDEXES 
Within ArkivDigital, the Swedish church books indexed by name are birth, marriage, 
death, household/congregation records, and move certificates. Today (September 2022), 
all the household/congregation records for the years 1800-1947 have been indexed by 
name, and these are in the index source, BiS (Population of Sweden) 1800-1947. There 
are indexes for births, marriages, and deaths for parts of Sweden. The goal is to index by 
name all the birth, marriage, and death records for all of Sweden from the earliest times 
(the 1600s) to about 1900 and, in some cases, up to 1920. Move certificates for Gotland 
have been indexed.  


BIS (POPULATION OF SWEDEN) 1800 – 1947 
This is a searchable name index of the household examination/congregation records 
between 1800 and 1947 for all of Sweden. The index record displays the following 
information about the person: name, birth date, birthplace, and current residence (time of 
the household record). Members of the household are displayed along with a direct link 
to the original record. A link to the birth book for the person is also included. If the 
person died, often you will find a link to the death book. 
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Remember, children had no surnames while they lived with their parents, so one should 
try searching in some cases only with given names. 


Note – household/congregation records were not created for many parishes in Stockholm 
city beginning in the 1870s. Included are records from the Stockholmsarkivet for 1878-
1926 with a link to the original record. 


SEARCH METHODS 
There are two search methods in the index: simple search and advanced search. With a 
simple search, you enter the variables such as name and birthdate and place them in any 
order in the box under, Simple search. It is better to add limited information and then add 
more to limit the search results.  


ADVANCED SEARCH FEATURES 
You can search by name, birth, census or residence, and household. You can search by 
first name, last name, gender, or a combination of these fields in the name section of the 
advanced search function. In the birth section, you can search by birth date or select a 
range of years (for example, births between 1865 and 1870). The entry format for the 
birth date is YYYY-MM-DD. One can also search by birth parish, birth county, or birth 
country (if the birth country is not Sweden). The household search possibility is one of 
the most exciting and usable. Here one can combine information about persons living 
together in a family to find matches in cases where one does not have much information 
about the family. One can include multiple persons in the household in the search by 
clicking "Add person”. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS FOR PARTS OF SWEDEN 
Here you will find name searchable indexes for birth, marriage, and death records for 
parts of Sweden, a partially transcribed index record, and a direct link to the original 
record. The goal is to index by name all birth, marriage, and death records from the 
earliest times to at least the late 1800s and even later. Today, the index includes all birth, 
marriage, and death records for Kronoberg county, about 80 parishes in Södermanland 
county, and most of Värmland from the earliest times (the 1600s) to about 1900. In 
addition, birth, marriage, and death records up to 1860 for Jämtland county have been 
indexed, and a few parishes in Blekinge, Jönköping, Kalmar, Kristianstad, and 
Norrbotten counties. All birth records for all of Sweden between 1750 and 1840 have 
been indexed by name. Marriage records for the years 1800-1840 have been indexed for 
all of Sweden. Work is in progress indexing death records for the years 1750-1799. 
Following are links to pages showing what parishes and years have been indexed for the 
birth, marriages, and death records. These pages are organized by county, parish, and 
years. 


Births: https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/fodelseregister 
Marriages: https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/vigselregister  
Deaths: https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/dodregister 
 



https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/fodelseregister

https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/vigselregister

https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/dodregister
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SEARCH CASE – Search for a birth record and household record using Index search. 
Search for a birth record for Gustaf Andersson, born on the 23rd of August 1836 in 
Byarum parish in Jönköping county. 


Step Activity Search for Birth Record 


Step 1 Select Index search. 


Step 2 Select Birth index, parts of Sweden under Index source 


Step 3 Use a simple search. Enter birth date 18360823 and parish Byarum in 
the search box. Click on search 


Step 4 One match appears. Click on the match. 


Step 5 Review the index record.  


Step 6 Click on the source. 


Step 7 Compare source to index record. 


Step 8 All the information except baptismal witnesses has been transcribed in 
the index record. 


 


Step Search for household record 


Step 1 Select index search 


Step 2  Select BiS (Population of Sweden) 1890-1947 under index source 


Step 4 Enter the following two items in the search box under simple search: 
18360823 Byarum and click search 


Step 5 Review the number of hits. There are eight hits.  


Step 5  Select Household record 1835-1840 and review index record. 


Step 6  Click on the source and compare the index and source. Review source. 


Step 7 Select Household record 1840-1845 and review index record 


Step 8  Click on the source and compare the index and source. Review source. 


Step 9 Continue reviewing all household indexes and sources. 
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OPERATORS IN ARKIVDIGITAL’S INDEX SEARCH 
Search 


Operator 
Explanation 


Asterisk (*) Blom* - Shows all the names that begin with letters preceding the *. An 
asterisk at the end of Bergl* will find Berglind, Bergling, Berglund, etc. 


Vertical Bar (|) The vertical bar equals OR. The entry Stenquist | Stenkvist will show posts 
for both names. 


Minus sign (-) The minus sign equals NOT. If you enter -Västra Frolunda will find Östra 
Frolunda but not Västra Frolunda 


Plus sign (+) The plus sign equals AND. For example, Lundqvist+Lundberg will find all posts 
with both names in the record. 


Parenthesis () Searches for alternative spellings – For example, aurora (concordia | 
conkordia | konkordia | koncordia) searches for all posts that include Aurora 
Concordia, Aurora Conkordia, Aurora Konkordia, and Aurora 
Koncordia). 


~1 (tilde plus a 
number) after 


keyword = 


Approximate search with numerical character difference 
For example, appelqvist~1 will find in addition to Appelqvist, 
Appelquist, Appelkvist where one character or letter differs from 
the original keyword. If one increases the number to 2 
appelqvist~2, one will also find Apelquist. 


~1 (tilde plus a 
number) after 


phrase = 


 Approximate search. An additional word may be found. (The first 
and last word in the phrase shall be mentioned). For example,  
“sven filip”~1 also Sven Gustaf Filip and Sven Erik Filip. 
search “sven filip”~2 will find in addition Sven Johan Olof Filip as 
well as Filip Sven. 
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TERMINOLOGY 


Net Worth = Assets – Liabilities  


Assets are the things you own or your possessions that hold value.  


Real Estate – Land and Buildings 


Personal Property – Personal Belongs (i.e., cars, jewelry, furniture, furs, etc.) 


Tangible – item you can touch (an example of a tangible asset is furniture) 


Intangible – item you cannot touch (an example of an intangible asset is a patent) 


Fair market value – the amount a prospective buyer would pay 


Assessed value – the amount an assessor gives your property for tax purposes 


Appraised value – the amount a third party gives your property 


Liabilities are the things you owe or your debt. (i.e., Personal Debt or Loans, Unpaid Taxes, Court 
Settlements, mortgages, etc.) 


Income is the amount of money coming into the household. Examples of this would be a salary from an 
occupation or a financial gain on a sale of land.  


Expense is the amount of money going out of the household. Examples of this would be utilities, 
clothing, or food. 
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HOW TO TRACK THE DOLLARS 


A spreadsheet is the easiest way to track the information you collect about your ancestor’s financial 
history. Here is a small example: 


Assets 1850 1855 1860 
 Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value 


Land       
Personal 
Property 


      


Slaves       
Total Assets       


Liabilities       
Mortgage       
Loan from 
Father-in-Law 


      


Total Liabilities       
       


Net Worth       
 


Income 1850 1855 1860 
Occupation    
Sale of Land    


Total Income    
Expenses    


Coal for Heat or Cooking    
Food    


Total Expenses    
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WHERE CAN I FIND MY ANCESTOR’S FINANCIAL INFORMATION? 


If you have done research on your ancestor, you already have these records. Now you need to analyze 
the records looking for their assets, liabilities, income, and expenses. The list below is not all-inclusive. 
These are records where you can find information about common possessions and debts.


Land Records & Maps 


• Acreage 
• Value 
• Mortgage 


Census Records 


• Slaves 
• Real Estate Value 
• Farm 
• Personal Property 
• Military 
• Occupation 
• Rent 


Wills and Probate Records 


• Estate Inventories  
• Estate Sales 
• Land Value 
• Personal Property 
• Inheritance of Property 


Court Records 


• County Court Minutes 
• Debt 
• Mortgages 
• Land sales 
• Sales Receipts 
• Bankruptcy 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Tax Records 


• Real Estate Values 
• Acreage of Land 
• Personal Property Values 
• Tax Amount 


Nonpopulation Schedules 


• Agricultural Schedule 
• Manufacturing Schedule 


Newspapers 


• Tax 
• Land sales 
• Court settlements 
• Occupation 


Business Records 


• Products 
• Buildings 
• Equipment 
• Ledgers 


Bank Records 


• Money 
• Loans 
• Mortgages 
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LEGISLATIVE AND ECONOMIC EVENTS  


 
Legislative and economic events had an effect on our ancestors’ financial well-being, good and bad. 
These events and laws could provide insight to the economic climate of the time. The following list is not 
all inclusive. These are some examples to show their effect on our ancestors. 
 
Commerce/Trade 


• Navigation Acts 
• Embargo Act 
• Industrial Revolution 
• Intolerable Acts  
• Interstate Commerce Act 
• Coinage Act 
 


Taxation 
• Molasses Act 
• Sugar Act 
• Stamp Act 
• Tea Act 
• Sixteenth Amendment to the US 


Constitution 
 


Recessions/Depressions 
• Depression 1818-1821 
• The Great Depression 
• The Recession of the 1980s 
• Panic of 1837 
• Panic of 1857 
• Panic 1873 


 


War/Conflict 
• Civil War 
• World War I 
• World War II  
• American Revolution 
• War of 1812 


 
Political 


• Immigration Act of 1924 
• Louisiana Purchase 
• Homestead Act 


 
Technological Advancement 


• Railroad 
• Steam Engines 
• Steamboats 
• Cotton Gin 
• Guttenberg Press 


 
 


 
 


WHEN DISASTER STRIKES 


Flood, fire, tornado, and more can cause a lot of damage to our ancestors’ possessions. Natural disasters 
may destroy records, but they also create records. If the house burns down, did the newspaper 
document the amount of damage or the amount of the insurance claim? Did your ancestor rebuild after 
the tornado destroyed their home? Was their any support provided to a farmer that lost all of his crops 
to a swarm of cicadas? 
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SCOTLAND RESEARCH STRATEGIES 
 
Claire V. Brisson-Banks, BS, MLIS, AG®       


 
 


 
Focus 
Learning how to work through a family legend and then proceed onto the “rest of the story” through the various 
record sets available for research in Scotland. 
 
Types of Records 
 


Censuses: 1841-1911 Land Records 
Statutory Registers of Births, Marriages, Deaths: post -1855 Deeds 
Old Parish Registers: pre-1855 Poor Law Records 
Wills and Testamentary Records: post-1513 Military Records 


 


Additional Strategy Tools 
 


Record Selection Table Drop-line pedigree charts Timelines of life events 


 
Strategy Processes 
 
“ Four Whats” 


1. What you know 
2. What you think you know 
3. What you don’t know 
4. What you want to know 


 
What you know 
 
 List all known facts of ancestor being researched 


• Any birth, marriage, or death details 
a. Any individuals who are connected to the ancestor; ie. spouse, children, etc. 


• Any events in their lives 
a. Were they in the military? 
b. Where did they live? 
c. What was their occupation? 
d. Are there any photos or any other identifiable artifacts? 
 


What you think you know 
 


• Write down any stories of information that would aid research that has been passed down through the 
generations of time. 


• Review any notes or previous research on this particular ancestor 


 


What you Don’t know 
 


• List all the unknown facts where there is missing information in current possession 


 
What Do You Want to Know 
 


• Create a list of what is needed to fill in the missing information listed in the previous item 


• Identify the main questions 
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• Determine which records will provide the missing information 


 
Begin Research 
 


• Thoroughly search each identified record to build your family. 


 
Census Military Civil Registration 


 
• Write down findings from each record (even if nothing was located) 


 
What Was Learned from the research? 
 
Summarize: 


• Was the information needed located? 
o Update your records with any new information 


• Are there additional records that need to be reviewed? 


• Write down next set of records to be looked at for a new plan of action 
o Passenger lists? 
o Naturalization records? 
o Additional censes records? 
o More civil registration records? 
o Are there new locations to search? 


 
Indentify Records Sources and Locations 


 


• Family History Library 


• Local Family History Centers 


• National Archives & Libraries 
o National Archives of Scotland (NAS): http://www.nas.gov.uk/ 
o National Library of Scotland (NLS): http://www.nls.uk/  
o General Register Office of Scotland (GROS): http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/  
o Scottish Archives Network (SCAN): http://www.scan.org.uk/  
o The National Archives (UK): http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/  
o National Archives (Archon): 


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archon/searches/locresult.asp?lctrGy=Scotland 


• Regional, County and Local Archives & Libraries 
o Scottish Record Offices and Archives on the Web arranged in alphabetical order by county: 


https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/statutory-registers/registration-districts   
• Online Resources 


o Genuki: https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/sct/Archives   
o ScotlandsPeople: https://www.scotlandspeople.co.uk  


o Ancestry: https://www.ancestry.com  


o Scottish Archive Network: https://www.scan.org.uk/   


o Scottish Documents: https://www.scottishdocuments.com/authenticate.aspx   
o Scottish Church Records Union Lists: 


https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Scotland_Church_Records_Union_Lists#Accessing_the_Recor


ds   


• FamilySearch Research Wiki: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Scotland_Genealogy 
• Investigating Record Types: 


o Statutory Registers: 1855 to present 


• The official civil registration records in Scotland for births, marriages and deaths. 
o Replaced OPRs, compulsory and only available at ScotlandsPeople for a fee 


• Birth Records Information 



http://www.nas.gov.uk/

http://www.nls.uk/

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/

http://www.scan.org.uk/

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archon/searches/locresult.asp?lctrGy=Scotland

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/statutory-registers/registration-districts

https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/sct/Archives

https://www.scotlandspeople.co.uk/

https://www.ancestry.com/

https://www.scan.org.uk/

https://www.scottishdocuments.com/authenticate.aspx

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Scotland_Church_Records_Union_Lists#Accessing_the_Records

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Scotland_Church_Records_Union_Lists#Accessing_the_Records

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Scotland_Genealogy
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o Full name, age, place of birth, sex, parents’ names, mother’s maiden surname, father’s 
occupation, and location.  


• Marriage Records Information 
o Full name, age, marital status, occupation, usual residence, date, marriage place, name 


and occupation of father, mother’s name and maiden surname, witnesses, and location. 


• Death Records Information 
o Full name, age, marital status, occupation, time, place & date of death, cause of death, 


informant, residence, place of birth, spouse’s name, and parents’ names, occupations and 
whether deceased.  


Old Parish Registers: 1553 to 1854 


• Births & baptisms, banns & marriages, deaths & burials maintained by parish clerks 
o Online at Scotlandspeople.gov.uk for a fee 
o Baptisms and Marriages (not burials) available at the FHL 
o Most OPR entries are also listed in the IGI 


Wills & Testaments 
• Testament – Confirmation of executor of will 


o Testament testamentar – deceased died testate 
o Testament dative – deceased died intestate 


• Two types of property 
o Heritable – land, buildings, etc. 
o Moveable – anything that could be moved 


• Inventory – list of moveable property 
• Courts: Note that there is some overlap of dates between these two courts 


o Pre-1823 – recorded in Commissary Court 
o Post-1823- recorded in Sheriffs Courts 


Land & Property Records 
o Remember most individuals were tenants and not land or house owners until the 1950s 
o Property ownership lists owners only 


• After 1858 some renters are listed on long leases in the Sasine Registers 


• 3 Types of Land Records 
o Service of Heirs or Retours: 


https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Service_of_Heirs_or_Retours   


o Sasines: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Sasines    
o Deeds: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Scotland_Deeds   


• Poor Law Records 
o Heritors owned land and were responsible for poor law relief prior to 1845. Heritor 


records are assessment rolls listing the land owners, inhabitants and the poor people. 
These are housed at the Scotland Record Office. 


o Registers of the Poor cover post 1845 and are also housed at the Scotland Record Office. 
The Family History Library does not have many of these records on film. 


• Military Records 
o Pre-1707: Scotland had its own military and little records exist 
o Post-1710: Combined with England and records are housed at the National Archives 
o Two groups generate all records 


• Officers: Upper Class 


• Soldiers: Working Class 
o Greater details refer to the Wiki at 


o  https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Scotland_Military_Records  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Service_of_Heirs_or_Retours

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Sasines

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Scotland_Deeds

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Scotland_Military_Records
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Facts to be aware of: 


 
Naming pattern sometimes used 


o Eldest son named after paternal grandfather 
o Eldest daughter after maternal grandmother 
o Second son named after maternal grandfather 
o Second daughter named after paternal grandmother 
o Third son named after her father 
o Third daughter named after her mother 


Name Problems 
o Transcription errors 
o Nicknames 
o Abbreviations 
o Gaelic 


Place-name Problems 
o Name changes 
o Boundary Changes 
o Use Gazetteers and maps 


Non-Conformist 
o Any religious group outside of the Church of Scotland 
o Use gazetteer and Statistical Accounts to discover what churches were in the area 
o Ref. FHL 911 B4sa  


o https://stataccscot.edina.ac.uk/static/statacc/dist/home  
Missing Records 


o Verify they are definitely missing 
o Check with record repository 
o Check mailing lists 
o Contact local historian or clergy person 
o Check for local and unusual records 


 
Share and Ask 


o Talk to other researches 
o Ask for hints, ideas 
o Share what has been cheeked and see if something has been missed 
o Use community message boards and post queries 
o Ancestry.com, MyHeritage, FindMyPast, Genealogy.com, Rootsweb.com 
o Cyndi’s List, FamilySearch Wiki 
o Social Media 


o Family History and Genealogical Societies: http://www.genuki.org.uk/Societies/Scotland  
o Genealogical Facebook Research Community 
o Researching Scottish Family History 


 
 


*Recommend Ancestral Quest, ancquest.com, use Code TIMELESS for $5 discount on cost. 



https://stataccscot.edina.ac.uk/static/statacc/dist/home

http://www.genuki.org.uk/Societies/Scotland






Searching Spanish
Records 


for Non-Spanish Speakers







How do I begin? … it’s another CULTURE!
It’s not just another language,







Hispanic culture
● Colonizers & Locals relationships were 


different.
● They didn’t keep the record the same 


way as those in the US.
● Culturally they may have celebrated the 


día de los muertos, but not necessarily 
as portrayed in Coco. 


● Hispanic cultures are not just one 
country and did not store things the 
same way as the other did.


● Immigration & Naturalization papers  


● Photographs: (Ofrendas if Mexico, States 
if in Puerto Rico)


● Letters Home
● Invitations Announcements
● Death records: Some of the civil death 


records are much more like obituaries 
that include information like children, 
surviving spouse, parents, previous 
marriages, ect.


● Cemeteries- not only headstones, but 
also ask if there is a headstone under 
theirs. 







Things we will learn in this class
● Surnames: How are they different?
● Extra gems


○ Looking for additional people in each record
○ Look at the rest of the page before and after
○ Look for additional clues especially in mistakes/errors
○ Indexes: a tool to save time


● Basic vocabulary
○ Birth records
○ Baptism records
○ Marriage records
○ Death records
○ Census







Surnames: How are they different?


● Cipriana Meléndez Perez
● Cipriana Meléndez
● Cipriana Meléndez de Garcia
● Cipriana Garcia-only if moved to the 


States







Extra Gems
Demetrio: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/6
1903/3:1:939D-7L9H-YR?i=1665&cc=
1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%
2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJJ-D3CT


Victoriano (children & wife): 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/6
1903/3:1:939D-7JSQ-MR?i=1816&cc=
1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%
2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJV-9924



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7L9H-YR?i=1665&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJJ-D3CT

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7L9H-YR?i=1665&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJJ-D3CT

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7L9H-YR?i=1665&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJJ-D3CT

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7L9H-YR?i=1665&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJJ-D3CT

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7JSQ-MR?i=1816&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJV-9924

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7JSQ-MR?i=1816&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJV-9924

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7JSQ-MR?i=1816&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJV-9924

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7JSQ-MR?i=1816&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJV-9924





Page before & after 
Olaya: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/6
1903/3:1:33SQ-GRZN-31T?i=46&cc=1
810731&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F
61903%2F1%3A1%3AV6ZP-GRF



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GRZN-31T?i=46&cc=1810731&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AV6ZP-GRF

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GRZN-31T?i=46&cc=1810731&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AV6ZP-GRF

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GRZN-31T?i=46&cc=1810731&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AV6ZP-GRF

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GRZN-31T?i=46&cc=1810731&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AV6ZP-GRF





Look for clues in the uncommon
Three examples:


Isaias:https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:93
9D-7VSV-F2?i=2043&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark
%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJJ-84M9


Juana:https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9
Q97-YSDX-8HX?i=467&cc=1682798&cat=641542


Agustina: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GY
BM-B7Q?i=6&cc=1727033&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2
F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVWKH-391


https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GR
NL-VDW?i=51&cc=1488411&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%
2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AX97R-SMK



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7VSV-F2?i=2043&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJJ-84M9

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7VSV-F2?i=2043&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJJ-84M9

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7VSV-F2?i=2043&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJJ-84M9

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9Q97-YSDX-8HX?i=467&cc=1682798&cat=641542

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9Q97-YSDX-8HX?i=467&cc=1682798&cat=641542

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYBM-B7Q?i=6&cc=1727033&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVWKH-391

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYBM-B7Q?i=6&cc=1727033&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVWKH-391

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYBM-B7Q?i=6&cc=1727033&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVWKH-391

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GRNL-VDW?i=51&cc=1488411&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AX97R-SMK

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GRNL-VDW?i=51&cc=1488411&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AX97R-SMK

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GRNL-VDW?i=51&cc=1488411&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AX97R-SMK





Indexes
Victoriano (1798): 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/6
1903/3:1:939D-7JSQ-MR?i=1816&cc=
1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%
2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJV-9924



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7JSQ-MR?i=1816&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJV-9924

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7JSQ-MR?i=1816&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJV-9924

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7JSQ-MR?i=1816&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJV-9924

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939D-7JSQ-MR?i=1816&cc=1682798&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVJV-9924





Vocabulary: Birth Record
Declarante= Declarant


En virtud de la declaración a mi presentada 
por____= in virtue of the declaration is 
presented to me by____


Hijo legítimo de____= Legitimate child of____


Natural de= Who was born in


Casado= married


Viudo= widower / Viuda= widow


por línea paterna=by paternal line 


por línea materna=by maternal line 


Domiciliados= lived in 


difuntos= diseased


Se ignora= They don’t know


Profesión= profession


Casuales doméstica= homemaker


De los asuntos de su sexo= homemaker


Que el expresado __________ hizo la predicho 
declaración en su carácter de ____________.


That the previous declaration  was given by 
____________ as _____________(father, mother, 
uncle, ect) 







Vocabulary: Baptism Record
Index of baptism records are very useful


Letra J año de 1767 Libro décimo (look out for 
mis-spellings) Juana Folio


Letter J year 1767 tenth book  Juana page


https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSX1-Z
79G-9?i=13


Bartolomé (Barme) 13 may 1632


https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSX1-Z
Q1C-K?i=907


Padrinos= godparents


Pablo (Po) Redriguez y Isabel (Isavel) Alonso


Testigos=witnesses



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSX1-Z79G-9?i=13

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSX1-Z79G-9?i=13

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSX1-ZQ1C-K?i=907

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSX1-ZQ1C-K?i=907





Vocabulary: Marriage Record
Contrajeron=contracted


Celebró el matrimonio de= celebrated the 
marriage of


De estado= in the state of (single, widowed, 
etc) 


avecinado= neighbor of (living in)


y= and (married to)


El contrayente= spouse


 Soltero(a)= single (bachelor/bachelorette) 


Viudo(a)= widowed


Hijo(a) legitimo(a)= legitimate child of


Hojo(a) natural= illegitimate child of


Ya difunta= diseased







Vocabulary: Death Record
domiciliado= living in


En la casa del declarante= at the home of the 
declarant 


A consecuencia de= died of (cause of death)


falleció= died at


El finado= the diseased


dejó= left







Vocabulary: Census 
Mexico: 1930 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/File:Censo%2Bde%2B
1930%2Bde%2BMexico%2Ben%2Bblanco.pdf


Mexican census returns were often destroyed, generally only the 
compiled statistical information remains. Some original census records of 
towns, municipios, and states still exist at the archives, but few are 
presently available to researchers. Search the FamilySearch Catalog for 
local censuses.


The Family History Library has 110 volumes of these censuses and the 
index on microfilm. A paper copy of the index is available at the 
Family History Library. The index is divided into districts. The districts 
that are grouped together are not always from the same state. All 
localities are listed under the district. The index does not include the 
census year. However, the information in the index will lead you to the 
volume and page of the locality you want. Some of the films are at the 
Family History Library, others need to be ordered from the vault:


Padrones, 1752–1865 (Censuses 1752–1865). México, D.F.: Archivo 
General de la Nación, 1988. (On 41 FHL films beginning with 
1520343.)


Puerto Rico 1950:


https://www.archives.gov/research/census/19
50/p93-puerto-rico-form-translation


1910: Blank in English: 
https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/1910_que
stionnaire.pdf



https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/File:Censo%2Bde%2B1930%2Bde%2BMexico%2Ben%2Bblanco.pdf

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/File:Censo%2Bde%2B1930%2Bde%2BMexico%2Ben%2Bblanco.pdf

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/277080

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/514197

https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1950/p93-puerto-rico-form-translation

https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1950/p93-puerto-rico-form-translation

https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/1910_questionnaire.pdf

https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/1910_questionnaire.pdf
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Information


Loraine (Mojica) McCall
ldmojica@gmail.com
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INTRODUCTION 


As the family historian, it is your responsibility and privilege to share your genealogy research with your 
family. There are many different ways to present your family tree to others. This session will focus on 
using paper crafts to illustrate your genealogy. This can be as simple as a card or as complex as an 
elaborate box with a waterfall album. Paper crafts are for all ages - as an activity to do together, or a gift 
to a family member.  


One thing to remember when paper crafting is this is not an archival method. Only use copies of your 
originals for any paper craft.  


 


WHY SHARE OUR GENEALOGY RESEARCH 


There are three reasons we should share our genealogy research: 1) collaboration, 2) connections, and 
3) preservation. There are a variety of ways to share your research. Sharing your research could be 
printing a family chart, writing a blog, donating your research to a library, or paper crafting. 


 


PAPERCRAFTING 


Paper crafting is a broad term that covers many different types of crafts involving paper. Individuals can 
create objects using the medium of paper. Paper could be cardboard, paper, cardstock, or tissue paper.  


 


PAPERCRAFTING TOOLS AND SUPPLIES 


An individual can become overwhelmed with the amount of paper crafting tools and supplies on the 
market. Start small and slowly add more tools (only if you want to). At a minimum for most projects, you 
need card stock, a ruler, an archival adhesive, and a cutting instrument. It is highly recommended you 
also have a cutting mat, a bone folder, and a scorer.  


 


TYPES OF PAPERCRAFTING 


There are several types of paper crafting. We will discuss five types that I use to share my research. 


1. Decoupage. Decoupage is applying cutouts using decoupage glue or Mod Podge to decorate an 
item  


a. Supplies Needed: mod podge, an item to decorate on (i.e., wood block or vase), scissors, 
images or paper cutouts, foam paint brush 


b. Genealogy Related Ideas 
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i. a favorite holiday or other event picture on a vase 
ii. a keepsake box with a family picture 


iii. a pedigree chart on a large wood block 
c. Inspiration 


i. Davis, Dee. Decoupage: A Practical Guide to the Art of Decorating Surfaces with 
Paper Cutouts. New York, NY: Thames & Hudson, reprinted 2000.  


ii. Pinterest – search “decoupage for beginners” 
iii. YouTube channel: “Our Upcycled Life” 
iv. BLOG: modpodgerocksblog.com 


2. Paper Mache. Paper mache is paper bonded together and molded to form an object. 
a. Supplies Needed: Scott shop towels or newspaper or Newsprint drawing paper, flour, 


warm water, salt, whisk, bowl, scissors (optional), base 
b. Genealogy Related Ideas 


i. Globe showing migration pattern 
c. Inspiration 


i. Pinterest – search “paper mache” 
ii. YouTube – search “paper mache” 


iii. BLOG: https://www.thecuriouslycreative.com/paper-mache-for-beginners/#ib-
toc-anchor-3 


3. Origami. Origami is the art of folding paper to make an object. 
a. Supplies Needed: paper, printed photos, scissors, archival tape 
b. Genealogy Related Ideas 


i. Train with train tracks on a diorama 
ii. Boat on water on a diorama 


iii. House with pictures of the family all over the house 
c. Inspiration 


i. Pinterest – search “origami” + the item you want to make 
ii. YouTube – search “origami” + the item you want to make 


4. Card Making. Card making may include a sentimental note or congratulations decorated with 
embellishments or hand drawn art. 


a. Supplies Needed: paper pad and/or cardstock, printed photos, scissors, paper cutter, 
archival adhesive, and bone folder 


b. Genealogy Related Ideas 
i. Picture of grandpa with a railroad and train in the background – inside grandpa’s 


story working on the railroad 
ii. Card dedicated to a childhood home of an ancestor 


c. Inspiration 
i. Pinterest – search “greeting card” 


ii. YouTube – search “greeting card”  
iii. My favorite YouTube channels:  


1. Maymay Made It Crafts 
2. The Paper Boutique 
3. Include a Thank You 
4. Bourbon Creek Crafts 



https://www.thecuriouslycreative.com/paper-mache-for-beginners/#ib-toc-anchor-3

https://www.thecuriouslycreative.com/paper-mache-for-beginners/#ib-toc-anchor-3
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iv. Blogs: www.maymaymadeit.com 
v. https://www.michaels.com/paper/cards/815811972 


5. Scrapbooking. Scrapbooking is traditionally an album of photos with some embellishments or 
decorative pieces. However, today, it could come in many different forms: 


a. Scrapbook Album 
i. Supplies Needed: paper pad and/or cardstock, printed photos, scissors, paper 


cutter, scrapbook album, and archival adhesive 
ii. Optional Supplies: Stickers, stamps, embellishments, pens, markers 


iii. Taylor, Maureen. Scrapbooking Your Family History. Cincinnati, OH: Betterway, 
2004.  


b. Waterfall/Flip Album 
i. Supplies Needed: paper pad and/or cardstock, printed photos, scissors, paper 


cutter, scrapbook album, and archival adhesive 
ii. Optional Supplies: Stickers, stamps, embellishments, pens, markers 


iii. Inspiration 
1. My favorite YouTube channels: 


a. Crafteholic 
b. Maymay Made It Crafts 
c. LiveLoveScrap 
d. The Paper Boutique 
e. Bourbon Creek Crafts 


c. Memory Squash Album 
i. Supplies Needed: paper pad and/or cardstock, printed photos, scissors, paper 


cutter, scrapbook album, and archival adhesive 
ii. Optional Supplies: Stickers, stamps, embellishments, pens, markers 


iii. Inspiration 
1. My favorite YouTube channels: 


a. Crafteholic 
b. Maymay Made It Crafts 


d. Explosion Box 
i. Supplies Needed: paper pad and/or cardstock, printed photos, scissors, paper 


cutter, scrapbook album, and archival adhesive 
ii. Optional Supplies: Stickers, stamps, embellishments, pens, markers 


iii. Inspiration 
1. My favorite YouTube channels: 


a. Crafteholic 
b. Maymay Made It Crafts 
c. Scrapbook.com 



http://www.maymaymadeit.com/

https://www.michaels.com/paper/cards/815811972
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Steps to Take to Find Your Elusive Irish Ancestor 
Presentation to GenealogyKC 2022 


Presenter: John Manning 
 


Background 


• Irish genealogical research is often complex because of the lack of available records. Many 
researchers with Irish ancestry often become frustrated as they encounter brick walls. Brick 
walls should be recognized as part of Irish genealogy research. The Irish were meticulous about 
keeping records, and the Irish were careful about keeping records. Some that you may wish to 
review include General Register and Civil Office records; civil and religious parish records; land 
and tax records; etc.  


• However, many critical records needed by genealogists have been destroyed over the years. 
Ireland has had its share of wars, famine, natural disasters, fires, and even the deliberate 
destruction of records, which impact our research. Let's examine some research techniques that 
can be used to help break through your brick walls. 


Know the Difference Between Researching and Searching 


• Both skills are necessary to help develop your family tree and start with a concise statement of 
your goals. Develop the research question, state the existing hypothesis, and understand the 
fidelity of the information you have to begin with. 


• Research Steps: 
o Define the question. 


 It should be a straightforward directional question. 
o Assess your existing information. 


 Identify the gaps in your background information that must be filled in before 
working on the main problem. The work on these gaps becomes part of your 
methodology. 


o Analyze the information that you have. 
 Appraise your sources (e.g., how good is your evidence; does it come from 


viable sources; is there any bias or discrepancies in the information; does it 
require corroboration). 


o Develop your research strategy. 
 Identify specific records needed to investigate the research question. 


o Collect data. 
 Record each source you use with complete documentation. Add relevant 


observations about the source's quality, extent, etc. If the data source yields 
nothing, note that fact. If your findings are positive, read every word of the 
record you have found. Create an abstract of the information before moving on, 
as those details could significantly change the direction of your research. 


o Evaluate the information that you find. 
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 Results of each record should be recorded and analyzed. The searches that 
produced negative results should be interpreted just as thoroughly as those that 
yielded positive ones. 


o Report/write down the results of your findings. 
 Identify new gaps as a result of your analysis. 
 Change your research plan as needed. 


• Searching for Information: 
o Decide what records to use. 


 Evaluate what records are most likely to help answer your research questions. 
 Assess your priority of the records needed, availability, and ease of use (indexed 


or not). 
o Consider the accessibility of the records needed. 


 Not everything is online. You may have to include a mix of online and on-site 
sources to answer your question. 


o Evaluate the information in the records found. 
 Do the records suggest other records that should be sought out? 


Additional Tips for Finding an Elusive Ancestor: 


Note: All of these hints assume that you have a well-thought-out and written research plan.  


• Write down everything you know about the person. 
o Don't presume birth dates are correct. Expand the range of years in which the individual 


could have been born. Ages can vary dramatically from source documents, and this 
simple strategy will often yield dividends. If you have too many invalid results, you can 
expand or contract the number of years. 


o Location, location, location – Be less specific on the place. Remove the town, the county, 
or even the state, if necessary. 


• Trace the siblings of your ancestor and their descendants. 
o Collateral relatives are those you are related to by blood but are not your direct-line 


ancestors (e.g., cousins, nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, siblings, etc.). 
o Families living next to your ancestors, which might be relatives, such as in-laws or 


siblings, can lead to essential clues for research. 
• Names – Pronunciation, Nicknames, and Spelling can be crucial. 


o "Standardized" spelling, particularly with family names, wasn't common until late in the 
19th century. 
 Remove middle names, initials, etc. If you know that ancestor used their middle 


name instead of their first name, then remove the first name. 
 Try spelling variants or even a wildcard. Some names have multiple spellings, 


even within the same family. 
 Understand that transcription errors will be found in online sources. Always try 


to look for the original documents. 
o For females, try replacing the maiden name with the married name. You may have more 


luck finding her as a married woman rather than as a child. 
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• Look for location-specific documents to find your elusive ancestors. 
o Examine city, county, and state collections, which will help you discover the local history 


where your ancestor lived. These records come in many forms.  
 Examples include centennial histories celebrating town, county, and church 


histories. A caution here is that these documents were often derivative because 
the contributor may have used "inaccurate" (e.g., family lore) information when 
writing them. 


o Search for printed resources, including printed genealogies, local histories, record 
transcriptions and abstracts, and other materials. Compiled local records may contain 
your ancestor's information. These resources were generally written before 1925. Some 
online books and compiled local records resources can be found at: 
 The FamilySearch Catalog (https://www.familysearch.org/en/)  (Some of these 


books are only available at the library in Salt Lake City) 
 HathiTrust Digital Library Digital Preservation Repository 


(https://www.hathitrust.org/)  
 Google Books (https://books.google.com/)  
 Internet Archive (https://archive.org/)  
 WorldCat (https://www.worldcat.org/)  


Recommended Reading: 


• Rising, Marsha Hoffman. The Family Tree Problem Solver: Tried-And-True Tactics for Tracing 
Elusive Ancestors, (Family Tree Books, 2011), ISBN-13: 978-1440311932. 


 
Other Resources: 


• Cowan, Crista. "Crafting a Genealogy Research Plan." Ancestry Channel, YouTube, 26 June 2012 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZEJC7oruT0 : accessed 16 February 2021).  


• Devine, Donn. "Plan the Attack." Ancestry 24, no.1 (January-February 2006): 51-53; Google 
Books (https://books.google.com/books?id=MDgEAAAAMBAJ : accessed 16 February 2021).  


• Devine, Donn. "Use a Research Plan." Ancestry 14, no.3 (May-June 1996): 18-19; Google Books 
(https://books.google.com/books?id=tCA0iOTHR1IC : accessed 16 February 2021). 


 



https://www.familysearch.org/en/

https://www.hathitrust.org/

https://books.google.com/?hl=en

https://archive.org/

https://www.worldcat.org/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZEJC7oruT0

https://books.google.com/books?id=MDgEAAAAMBAJ

https://books.google.com/books?id=tCA0iOTHR1IC
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INTRODUCTION 


The census records are an important part of your genealogical research. The census evolved throughout 
the years to reflect the personal characteristics of the population and the changing economic, political, 
and technological environment of the United States. The first census was conducted in 1790 and then 
every 10 years. 


After the end of World War II in 1945, the United States experienced an economic boom, a record 
number of births in 1946 sparking the baby boomers’ generation, the Golden Age of Television, and an 
increase in suburban homes. This was also a time of conflict with the Cold War looming and the Civil 
Rights Movement ramping up. 


 


HISTORY OF THE 1950 CENSUS 


Authority 


• United States Constitution 
• Reapportionment Act of 1929 
• Housing Act of 1949 


Purpose 


The purpose of the Census is to determine Congressional representation and ensure Federal funding is 
appropriated as needed. Other individuals and organizations use the Census for: 


• Schools and Public Services 
• Labor Force and Unemployment 
• Business and Market Product 
• Housing  
• Low-Income Families 
• Agriculture 
• Compare population changes 


Coverage 


• Continental United States 
• Territories of Alaska and Hawaii 
• Possessions of the United States 
• Population Temporarily Abroad 
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Census Day 


Census day was April 1, 1950. An individual was to be enumerated in their usual place of residence if the 
person was a resident of the United States as of April 1, 1950. Once the Census was completed it was 
restricted for 72 years due to privacy. 


 


CENSUS FORMS 


The 1950 census forms took on a fresh look by using color and a portrait orientation. Form P1: Census of 
Population and Housing contains the list of individuals in the continental United States. The population 
schedule was on the front and the housing schedule was on the back. There are several different 
schedules that were used based on the area enumerated. See 
https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1950/blank-forms for a list of the population schedules. 
Note: The completed Housing Schedule was not microfilmed and no longer exists. 


 


SAMPLE PLAN 


The Bureau of the Census implemented a sampling plan as a way to collect additional data on the 
population. Since a smaller portion of the population was asked additional questions versus the entire 
population, the Bureau of the Census saved time and money. 


• 20% Sample 
• 3 1/3% Sample 


 


NEW PROCEDURES AND STRENGTHENED PROCEDURES 


The Bureau of the Census developed new procedures and strengthened procedures already in place to 
achieve a more accurate and consistent census. Here are six ways this was accomplished: 


1. Technical Training Program 
2. Enumerator Qualifications 
3. Reference Manuals 


a. Urban and Rural Enumerator's Reference Manual, 1950 Census of the United States  
i. View on Hathitrust.org: https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015081273297 


b. Urban Enumerator's Reference Manual, 1950 Census of the United States 
i. View of Hathitrust.org: https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b5004924 


c. Supplement to the Enumerator's Reference Manual, 1950 Census of the United States 
i. View on Hathitrust.org: https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uiug.30112051420641 


d. Crew Leader's Manual, 1950 Census of the United States 
i. View on Hathitrust.org: https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uiug.30112051420401 


4. Newspapers 
5. Infant Cards 
6. T-Nights 



https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1950/blank-forms

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015081273297

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b5004924

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uiug.30112051420641

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uiug.30112051420401
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POPULATION CENSUS QUESTIONS 


 
The questions asked on the population schedule reflected the history of the United States as well as 
provided insight into the characteristics and interests of the population at the time. The following 
questions were asked of the entire population as applicable: 
 
For Head of Household 
• Address 
• Dwelling Serial number 
• Ranch or Farm 
• 3 acres or more 
• Agriculture 


Questionnaire No 
 
 
 


For All Persons 
• Name 
• Relationship to Head of 


Household 
• Race 
• Sex 
• Age 
• Marital Status 
• Birthplace 
• Naturalization 


For 14 Years and Older 
• Employment 
• Occupation 
• Industry 
• Class of Worker 


 
 
 
 


 
 
The next set of questions apply to the 20% Sample and the 3 1/3% sample: 
 
For All Ages 
• Residence in 1949 
• Parents’ Birthplaces 
• Education 
 
 
 


For 14 Years and Older 
• Employment 
• Household Income in 


1949 
• Military Service 
 
 


3 1/3 Sample Questions 
• Previous Employment 
• Married More Than Once 
• Number of Years Since 


Last Marital Status 
• (Females Only) No of 


Children Born to Mother 


 


ACCESS CENSUS IMAGES 


The 1950 Census was released on April 1, 2022. The National Archives has developed a dedicated 
website that you can access beginning on April 1. See https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1950. 


 


ENUMERATION DISTRICTS 


An enumeration district is an area defined by the Bureau of the Census based on the density of the 
population and boundaries for towns, cities, counties, states, and other special areas like census tracts. 
The enumeration districts were sized so that one enumerator could canvas the area in 2 weeks, if urban, 
or 30 days, if rural. 


 


  



https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1950
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FIND AN ENUMERATION DISTRICT 


There are three basic steps to finding an enumeration district for your ancestors. 
 


1. Gather names 
2. Find Addresses 
3. Use www.stevemorse.org - “Unified 1880-1950 Census ED Finder” to locate enumeration district 


 


RESULTS 


• 1950 Population: 154,233,234 
• 1950 Kansas: 1,905,299 
• 1950 Missouri: 3,954,653 
• 1950 Johnson County: 62,783  


 
 
 
 


The Bureau of the Census completed a Post Enumeration Survey and found that at least 1.4% or 2.1 
million of the population was undercounted. 


 


BIBLIOGRAPHY AND FURTHER READING 
 
Census Bureau Reports 
United States. Bureau of the Census. The 1950 Censuses—How They Were Taken. United States 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., 1955. Digital Image. The United States Census Bureau. 
https://www.census.gov/ : 2022. 
 
United States. Bureau of the Census. Infant Enumeration Study: 1950. United States Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C., 1953. Digital Image. The United States Census Bureau. 
https://www.census.gov/ : 2022. 
 
United States. Bureau of the Census. A Report of the Seventeenth Decennial Census of the United States: 
A Census of Population: 1950. 3 Volumes. United States Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., 
1952 and 1953. Digital Image. The United States Census Bureau. https://www.census.gov/ : 2022. 
 
Enumerator Reference Manuals 
United States. Bureau of the Census. Crew Leader's Manual: 1950 Census of the United States. 
Washington, D.C., 1950. Digital Image. Hathitrust.org. https://www.hathitrust.org/ : 2022. 
 
United States. Bureau of the Census. Supplement to the Enumerator's Reference Manual: 1950 Census of 
the United States. Washington, D.C., 1950. Digital Image. Hathitrust.org. https://www.hathitrust.org/ : 
2022. 
 
United States. Bureau of the Census. Urban Enumerator's Reference Manual: 1950 Census of the United 
States. Washington, D.C., 1950. Digital Image. Hathitrust.org. https://www.hathitrust.org/ : 2022. 
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Other Reading 
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https://historyhub.history.gov/docs/DOC-1481 : 2022. 
 
Kratz, Jessie. “Census Records: The 72-Year Rule.” Pieces of History. National Archives, 20 January 2022. 
National Archives. https://prologue.blogs.archives.gov/ : 2022. 
 
United States. Bureau of the Census. Binder 68-D, "Taking the 1950 Census - A Message to Job 
Applicants" (National Archives Identifier 206240454). In “The National Archives Catalog.” Database with 
images. The National Archives. https://catalog.archives.gov : 2022. 
 
Weintraub, Joel. “Why the 72 Year Rule for U.S. Census Privacy?” Roots-Key. Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Los Angeles, Summer 2008. One-Step Webpages. https://stevemorse.org/census/rule72.html : 2022. 
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Iconography 
1: pictorial material relating to or illustrating a subject 


2: the traditional or conventional images or symbols associated with a subject 
and especially a religious or legendary subject 


3: the imagery or symbolism of a work of art, an artist, or a body of art 


(Source: Merriam-Webster.com) 
 
Symbols are typically chosen by the family of the deceased to represent the deceased in some 
way (life, vocation, hobby, interest, religious beliefs, etc.) and the symbols and meanings may 
vary widely around the world or even across parts of the United States. The meanings of symbols 
have even changed across time as society’s attitudes toward death changed. Having a general 
idea of what you’re looking at may give you hints on where to look for records; plus, some of the 
symbols are beautiful to look at. New technologies are providing additional ways for loved ones 
to have the deceased represented on their tombstone with stone etching instead of or in addition 
to carving(s) and color can even be added in some cases. A list of many common symbols can be 
found on my website at https://talkingboxgenealogy.com/resources-and-reading/. 


 
Epitaphs 
Epitaphs are inscriptions included on a tombstone as a remembrance of the deceased. It may 
represent an organization they were a member of, a religious belief, or the grief of loved ones 
and may appear in Latin or the native language of the deceased. Epitaphs also changed across 
time as society’s attitudes toward death changed; once meant to provide instruction to the living, 
epitaphs have become more comfort- and mercy-based. 
 
 
Types and Styles of Stones 


• Above-Ground Tomb: A structure for the entombment of human remains, which is 
entirely above ground, and which is designed in such a way that space is available for one 
or more coffins. In Alabama, true above ground tombs generally are located in colonial 
period cemeteries established or heavily influenced by the Spanish and French 
populations who originally settled in the area. 


• Box Tomb: Rectangular shaped grave marker which can be seen above ground with 
four sides and a slab top. 


• Cenotaph: A monument, usually (but not always) of imposing scale, erected to 
commemorate one whose remains are elsewhere; literally “empty tomb.” 


• Cinerary Urn: A receptacle for cremation remains, or ashes, in the shape of a vase. 


• Closure Tablet: An inscribed stone tablet placed over the sealed opening of an above-
ground tomb to commemorate the deceased. 


• Columbarium: A vault or structure for storage of cinerary urns. 


• Comb Grave: A stone structure built over an in-ground grave that is triangular in 
shape. It most often consists of two rectangular sandstone slabs placed together to form 
a gabled roof over the grave. 



mailto:danni@talkingboxgenealogy.com
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• Coping: The use of brick, marble, cement, granite or other materials to outline a single 
grave plot or group of graves. Sometimes used interchangeably with “curbing”. 


• Cradle Grave: A grave consisting of a gravestone, a footstone, and two low stone walls 
connecting them, creating a rectangle designed to hold plantings to memorialize the 
person buried below. It resembles a bed, with a headboard and footboard, and plantings 
resemble a blanket. 


• Curbing: A very low masonry or stone wall or edging surrounding a grave or plot of 
graves, and is sometimes decorative. Often used interchangeably with “coping”. 


• Emerging Stone: A type of gravestone where one portion of the stone has been fully  
carved, while another portion remains undressed or only partially dressed, giving the  
impression of a stone that has been incompletely carved. The emerging stone was  
most common in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and symbolized a  
life partially completed but cut short. 


• Flush Marker: A flat, rectangular grave marker set flush with the lawn or surface of the 
ground. 


• Foot Stone: A small stone placed to mark the foot of a grave. It is usually made of the 
same type of stone, and in the same style, as the marker at the head of the grave. It is 
usually not inscribed or inscribed with only the initials of the deceased’s name. 


• Grave Shelter: A wood structure placed over an in-ground burial, usually with a gable 
roof and sides made of vertical pickets or boards. Some have boards with decorative “jig” 
work and a few are constructed with doors and windows to resemble small houses. Grave 
Shelters were common in some areas of the South and are generally associated with 
Native Americans and groups of Scots-Irish ancestry. 


• Headstone: An upright stone marker with a base; usually inscribed with demographic 
information, epitaphs, or both; sometimes decorated with a carved motif. 


• Ledger Stone: Placed over the grave, ledger stones are usually flat on the ground and 
may contain inscriptions. 


• Mausoleum: A large building or structure housing a tomb or several tombs. 


• Obelisk: Four-sided column that forms a pyramid at the top of the monument. 


• Pulpit Stone: Resembles a lectern from a church pulpit. They may also look like an 
open book. The book may be a Bible or it may be The Book of Life. 


• Sarcophagus: A stone coffin or monumental chamber for a casket, often inscribed or 
decorated with sculpture. 


• Sepulcher: A burial vault or crypt. 


• Slant marker: A rectangular grave marker having straight sides and inscribed surface 
set at an acute angle. 


• Table Tomb (or Table Stone): A type of grave monument in which a stone slab, 
usually at least two inches thick by about three feet wide by six feet long, is supported by 
six (or more) pillars or columns. The columns, or legs, are usually two to three feet high, 
in turn rest on a stone set on the ground. In most cases, an inscription is written on the 
slab top (ledger); the stone columns are generally carved, sometimes ornately. 
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• Tablet (or Tablet Stone): A marker made of a single piece of stone approximately two 
to three inches thick, that is set vertically into the ground. It does not have a base. 
Markers of this type usually date from the 18th through the early-19th centuries. 


• Tympanum: Semicircular or triangular decorated face at the top of a tablet stone. 


 
Resources 


• Association of Gravestone Studies (https://www.gravestonestudies.org/)  


• Gravestone Symbolism by The Cemetery Club.com 
(http://www.thecemeteryclub.com/symbols.html) 


• Cyndi’s List: Cemeteries & Funeral Homes: Monuments, Memorials & 
Tombstones: Iconography & Symbolism 
(https://www.cyndislist.com/cemeteries/monuments/iconography/) 


• Common Latin Inscriptions by Saving Graves 
(https://www.savinggraves.net/component/k2/item/1066-common-latin-inscriptions) 


 
 
Additional Information 


• Don’t forget to look at the entire tombstone, not just the front! Sometimes the back and 
even the sides of the tombstones have symbols on them.  


• Never make a tombstone rubbing. While it may still be legal in some places, in others it 
is not and there’s a potential of damaging the stone during the rubbing process. 


• Photography Tips 


o DON’T use crayons, markers, pens, etc. on a tombstone to make it more readable 


o DON’T put flour or any other type of powder on the stone to make it more 
readable 


o DON’T use aluminum foil on the tombstone to make it more readable 


o DO use water to rinse off the stone but DON’T scrub the tombstone  


o DO utilize a reflective source or external light on a tombstone to make it more 
readable (consider keeping a reflective car sunshade, mirror, emergency blanket, 
or piece of aluminum foil in your cemetery kit or car) 


• Tombstone cleaning: DO research how to properly clean a stone before undertaking that 
process; there are materials available for use that will be safe for the tombstone and 
make the job easier for you. The primary thing to remember is DO NO HARM to 
the stone. The Cemetery Conservators for United Standards (CCUS) has a great website 
which provides lots of information on cleaning, preservation, resources, and education 
(https://cemeteryconservatorsunitedstandards.org/). 


 


 


Additional iconography resources can be found on my website at 
https://talkingboxgenealogy.com/resources-and-reading/ 
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What is the Federal Census? 


 Why the census was taken and who took the census? 


o Government needed a enumeration of inhabitants to determine the number of 


seats each state would have in the House of Representatives; State’s tax 


assessments for the Revolutionary War expenses. (1787 – Article 1, Section 2 of 


the Constitution) 


o Census act (March 1790) 


o As the nation grew so did the questions the government asked 


 


Who was the Census Taker? 


 Who was he? 


o Political appointed 


o Low wages – 1790 highest $1 per 50, 1920 about 1 to 4 cent per person (urban or 


rural) 


 His challenges 


o Landscape & modes of travel available 


o Materials needed 


o Handwritten – legible, educated 


o Locating the dwelling – isolated, not home (visit another day, ask help or child or 


neighbor 


o Foreign & difficult to understand or spell Names – use of nicknames or partial 


names. 


o Individuals not answering the questions truthfully – not authorized to request any 


proof, but citizens required by law to answer truthfully. Misdemeanor & subject 


of a fine (1790 - $20 split Marshall/government) 


 Not trust the governments motives 


 Refusal to answer the questions 


 Some lied – women secretive about their age 


o Instructions were given to him by the Marshal 


 


Why Use the Census? 


 Places an ancestor in a specific location at a specific time frame 


 Clues in finding other records – vital, land, court, military & naturalization 


 Can show migrations 


 Shows the nature of  neighbors and neighborhoods  


 


 



mailto:cjgenealogy@gmail.com





© 2022 by Char Mitts. All rights reserved do not reproduce without written permission 


What kind of information can be found in the Census? 


 Forms with information that can be found on each census and blank census forms can be 


found on the Mid-west Genealogy Center website. 


 


Where are my ancestors? / I have him in two locations? 


 Required to respond as if is was a certain date 


 Reasons duplicated 


o Frontier areas anxious for statehood 


 Reasons not included 


o Dwelling not known by the census taker 


o Refused to respond to the census taker 


o Jurisdictions faced with increased taxes – understate populations to keep overall 


per capita taxes lower. 


o 1990 U.S. population at 248.7 million missed an estimated 5 million people 


ranging from 1.7% of whites to 5.2% of Hispanics (Chicago Tribune, Tuesday, 17 


March 1992, sec. 2, page 4) 


 


Database searches, Indexes & Other aids 


 Know the limitations of the entries found  


o How are they arranged – every name, head-of-household, etc  


o What page did the indexer use? (stamped or handwritten) 


o Variant spelling 


 Always looks at image if provided to verify 


o Interpret the handwriting correctly 


o Type the information correctly  


 


Where can I find the Census? 


 Printed Indexes - Soundex, Miracode  


 Internet 


o FamilySearch – www.familysearch.org 


o National Archives - www.archives.gov 


o Ancestry.com - www.ancestry.com  


o MyHeritage – www.myheritage.com/census/records  


o GenealogyBank - www.genealogybank.com/explore/census/all 


o Many other sites 


 On Location 


o Mid-Continent Public Library – Genealogy and Local History Branch - 


www.mcpl.lib.mo.us/genlh/  


o National Archives Record Administration – Kansas City, MO Branch - 


www.archives.gov/central-plains/kansas-city/  


 


Other Censuses 


 Federal Special Schedules (non-population schedules) 


o Agricultural, Mortality, Products of Industry &Manufacturing, Slaves, Native 


American, Veterans\DDD, Special 


 State Census 



http://www.familysearch.org/

http://www.archives.gov/

http://www.ancestry.com/

http://www.myheritage.com/census/records

http://www.genealogybank.com/explore/census/all

http://www.mcpl.lib.mo.us/genlh/

http://www.archives.gov/central-plains/kansas-city/
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 Local (county or city) 


 Substitutes  


o City Directories 


o Tax Records 


o State and Local Census 


 


Research Strategies 


 Start with the known and work backward. 


 Choose an individual to research and gather all the information known about them. 


 Prepare a research plan 


 Using maps identify the place and time period you will most likely find them in the 


census. 


 Use finding aids & indexes  


 Determine what repository (internet, library, etc.) you will look for the census 


 Locate and copy the census page that your individual is on and several pages before and 


after. 


 Cite the source on the front of each photocopy or in the name & metadata of the digital 


image.  


 Analyze information and using a research log keep track where searched and the results 


you found – positive & negative results 


 Transfer information found into your computer program or genealogical forms. 


 Start the process again on another individual 


 Periodically revisit the same census records with new understanding of the people. 


 


Resources: 


Mid-west Genealogy Center “Census Data 1790-1950 U.S. Population Schedules” - a list with 


what is contained on each census. https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/resources/family-history-


forms  


 


FamilySearch, United States Census, FamilySearch Wiki 


(https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Census) 


 


Dollarhide, William, The Census Book: Facts, Schedules & Worksheets for the U.S. Federal 


Censuses (Orting, WA: Family Roots Publishing Co., LLC, 2019). 


 


Dollarhide, William, Substitutes for the Lost 1890 U.S. Federal Census (Orting, WA: Family 


Roots Publishing Co., LLC, 2019) 


Dollarhide, William, Census Substitutes & State Census Records, 3
rd


 Edition, Volume One – 


Northeastern States & U. S. Territories  (Orting, WA: Family Roots Publishing Co., LLC, 2020). 


Dollarhide, William, Census Substitutes & State Census Records, 3
rd


 Edition, Volume Two – 


Southeastern States  (Orting, WA: Family Roots Publishing Co., LLC, 2020). 


 


Dollarhide, William, Census Substitutes & State Census Records, 3
rd


 Edition, Volume Three – 


Northcentral States  (Orting, WA: Family Roots Publishing Co., LLC, 2020). 



https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/resources/family-history-forms

https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/resources/family-history-forms

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Census

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Census

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Census
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Eales, Anne Bruner, and Robert M. Kvansnicka, eds. Guide to Genealogical Research in the 


National Archives. 3
rd


 ed. (Washington, D.C.: National Research in the National Archives and 


Records Administration, 2000). 


 


Dolan, Allison, The Genealogist’s Census Pocket Reference: Tips, Tricks and Fast Facts to 


Track Your Ancestors (Cincinnati, Ohio: Family Tree Books, 2012). 


 


Greenwood, Van D., The Researcher’s Guide to American Genealogy, 4
rd


 ed. (Baltimore: 


Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 2017).  


 


Hinckley, Kathleen W., Your Guide to the Federal Census for genealogists, researchers, and 


family historians, (Cincinnati: Betterway Books, 2002). 


 


Meyerick, Kory L., Printed Sources A Guide to Published Genealogical Records, (Salt Lake 


City: Ancestry, Inc., 1998). 


 


Szucs, Loretta D and Sandra Luebking. The Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy, 3
rd


 


ed., (Salt Lake City: Ancestry, Inc., 2006). 


 


Szucs, Loretta D and Matthew Wright, Finding Answers in U.S. Census Records, (Orem, Utah: 


Ancestry Publishing, 2002 ) 


Thorndale, William and William Dollarhide, Map Guide to the U.S. Federal Censuses, 1790-


1920 (Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1997, ℗♭1987). 


Reading Old Handwriting Resources 


Search Google & YouTube for online resources 


 


Paleography Tutorial www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/palaeography/  


 


Sperry, Kip. Reading Early American Handwriting. 2
nd


 ed. (Baltimore, MD: Genealogical 


Publishing Company, 2008) 


 


Sperry, Kip. Reading Early American Handwriting.  DVD (Hurricane, Utah : The Studio, 2001) 



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/palaeography/
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If 50% of marriages end in divorce, it is likely that at least 


one if not many h
may be available? Where does one look? How does one know 


to look?  What tools 


 
Definitions 
Divorce is “the legal separation of man and wife, effected, 
a court, and either totally dissolving the marriage relation, or suspending its effects so 
far as concerns the cohabitation of the parties.”
of a marriage with or without the right to remarry.
 
“An annulment of marriage is 
the time of the marriage no valid or legal marriage ever existed…It is therefore 
distinguishable from an action for divorce, which is based on the theory of a valid 
marriage.”2  The cause for an annulment 
party being married to a third
 
A divorce means the marriage was legally valid.  An annulment means the marriage was 
illegal and it is as if the marriage
 
For Cause 
Historically divorces were granted on the basis that one party to the marriage was “at 
fault.”  In some states the only grounds for divorce was adultery.  Other states added 
desertion.  Some of the more liberal states
indignities, and neglect.  With limited grounds available, 
required stretching the truth or
 
Historically females and under 
account.  They had to file through a “next friend.”  
of the person by whom an infant or other person disabled from suing in his own name 
brings and prosecutes an action…
 
 
1 Black’s Law Dictionary, Third Edition, p. 602.
2 Black’s Law Dictionary, Third Edition, p. 115.
3 Black’s Law Dictionary, Third Edition, p. 1240.
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If 50% of marriages end in divorce, it is likely that at least 
not many happened on your family tree. What records 


may be available? Where does one look? How does one know 
to look?  What tools can assist in locating divorce records?


 


Divorce is “the legal separation of man and wife, effected, for cause, by the 
and either totally dissolving the marriage relation, or suspending its effects so 


far as concerns the cohabitation of the parties.”1  In simpler words, divorce is 
of a marriage with or without the right to remarry. 


“An annulment of marriage is maintained on the theory that for some cause existing at 
the time of the marriage no valid or legal marriage ever existed…It is therefore 
distinguishable from an action for divorce, which is based on the theory of a valid 


n annulment may include one party being underage
third party. 


A divorce means the marriage was legally valid.  An annulment means the marriage was 
the marriage never occurred. 


divorces were granted on the basis that one party to the marriage was “at 
fault.”  In some states the only grounds for divorce was adultery.  Other states added 


Some of the more liberal states included abuse, criminal behavior, 
d neglect.  With limited grounds available, obtaining a divorce


or outright lies. 


Historically females and under age individuals could not sue for divorce on their own 
account.  They had to file through a “next friend.”  A next friend is “the legal designation 
of the person by whom an infant or other person disabled from suing in his own name 
brings and prosecutes an action…”3  The next friend was usually a relative.


Black’s Law Dictionary, Third Edition, p. 602. 
Black’s Law Dictionary, Third Edition, p. 115. 
Black’s Law Dictionary, Third Edition, p. 1240.  
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If 50% of marriages end in divorce, it is likely that at least 
What records 


may be available? Where does one look? How does one know 
?   


, by the judgment of 
and either totally dissolving the marriage relation, or suspending its effects so 


divorce is the ending 


maintained on the theory that for some cause existing at 
the time of the marriage no valid or legal marriage ever existed…It is therefore 
distinguishable from an action for divorce, which is based on the theory of a valid 


underage or one 


A divorce means the marriage was legally valid.  An annulment means the marriage was 


divorces were granted on the basis that one party to the marriage was “at 
fault.”  In some states the only grounds for divorce was adultery.  Other states added 


included abuse, criminal behavior, 
obtaining a divorce may have 


could not sue for divorce on their own 
s “the legal designation 


of the person by whom an infant or other person disabled from suing in his own name 
usually a relative.  
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Judgement of a Court 
In the United States, marriages and divorces are governed by state laws.  These laws 
vary by location.  To understand your ancestor’s divorce records you should research the 
laws applicable at that time.   
 
Some early divorces were granted by the state legislature.  Most divorces were and are 
granted at the county level.  The name of the court may vary over time and between 
states.  Divorce records may be found in the records of chancery courts, civil courts, 
district courts, family courts, probate courts or others.  The state archives, state 
genealogical society, or state historical society should have online finding aids to identify 
which courts for what time frame. 
 
The person filing for divorce filed in their state of residence.  Residency laws also vary by 
time and place.  The residency requirement could be as little as filing an intent to 
become a resident or as long as two years or more.  Having meet this requirement is 
usually spelled out in the divorce petition and/or divorce decree. 
 
Divorce is messy. 
It may include abandonment and neglect, abuse, addiction, adultery, illegal activity, 
insanity, second families, and illegitimacy.  We should proceed with caution and allow 
time to process unwanted information.  Just as DNA may reveal family secrets so can 
divorce records. 
 
Types of Divorce Records 
The first document created is the divorce petition.  It should contain personal 
information on the couple, their employment, their property, any children involved, and 
the grounds for divorce. 
 
There may be a court docket book that lists all cases presented to that court.  The docket 
book may include the names of the parties, their attorneys, a list of court actions, and 
court costs. 
 
If a court case file still exists, it should contain a copy of the petition and final decree.  It 
will also include summons, affidavits, and motions. 
 
The divorce decree is created by the court at the time a divorce is granted.  Several items 
are specified in the divorce decree:  the names of the two parties, that the plaintiff met 
the residency requirements, the date of the marriage, possibly the place of the marriage, 
the children involved, who was awarded custody, the division of property, and the 
grounds for the divorce.  The grounds for divorce may include detail ones would prefer 
not to know.  This decree can be quite lengthy and may go by different names depending 
upon the state. 
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The state may issue a divorce certificate.  These will vary by state but should include the 
date and place of divorce, date of marriage, grounds for divorce, and the two parties. 
 
Clues to a Possible Divorce 


1) Family stories 
2) Personal papers 
3) Census records anomalies 
4) Marriage records  
5) Children’s birthdates and surnames 
6) Lack of death records 
7) Multiple marriage dates 


 
Gretna Greens for Divorces4 
Just as there are places where it is easy to get married, there are places where it is easy 
to get divorced.  Most of us probably would name Nevada as such a place.  It is just one 
of many.  Indian and Oklahoma Territories was very lenient on residency.  Indiana 
during the 1850s and 1860s had liberal divorce laws.  Utah Territory only required an 
affidavit of intent to become a resident.  Dakota Territory and South Dakota were 
divorce friendly.  Alabama was a divorce destination during the 1950s and 1960s. 
 
Sometimes There Was No Divorce 
Sometimes No Records Are Found 
Our ancestors may not have gone the legal route.  They may have chosen not to show up 
in court and the judge dismissed the case.  The records may not have survived.  States 
may limit our access.  It is worth the hunt even if unsuccessful.  Writing up where you 
looked and what you found now will prevent duplication of the same research later. 
 
Divorce Indexes 
All of the major genealogical websites have divorce records.  Don’t ignore indexes at the 
state and local level.  The Knox County Public Library in Knoxville, Tennessee has an 
online index.  The Missouri State Archives hosts “Missouri Judicial Records Historical 
Database” that includes detailed case summaries for early Missouri divorces.  The 
Oklahoma Historical Society has an index to Oklahoma County divorces. 
 
 
City Directories 
They are a helpful tool in narrowing down the date of a divorce.  Take into account that 
the information is usually six months to a year old at the time of publication.   
 
 
 
 
 
4 ExtremeGenes Podcast 162 with The Legal Genealogist.  
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Newspapers 
When searching online newspapers, remember to search alternate spellings, use 
wildcards, and verify the dates of interest are actual available online. 
 
Chronicling America from the Library of Congress offers free access to historic 
newspapers.  MyHeritage.com has a digital newspaper collection.  The two main 
subscription sites for newspapers are NewspaperArchives.com and Newspapers.com.  
Public libraries may offer free access to them.  Libraries may also have digital collections 
of local and regional newspapers.  The state historical society may have newspapers on 
microfilm.  If you have Kansas ancestors, see the Kansas State Historical Society 
newspaper webpage for information on free access. 
 
Newspaper articles on divorces come in many forms.  Your ancestor’s divorce could have 
been noted in the legal notices, the court news, the personal ads, or the gossip columns.  
The county seat is the location to start looking for these articles.  Major metropolitan 
papers may list divorces for multiple counties. 
 
 
 
For Additional Learning: 
 
Freilich, Kay Haviland and William B. Freilich. Genealogy and the Law: A Guide to 
Legal Sources for the Family Historian. Arlington: National Genealogical Society, 2014. 
 
Morton, Sunny Jane and Harold A. Henderson, CG. How to Find Your Family History 
in U.S. Church Records: A Genealogist’s Guide with Specific Resources for Major 
Christian Denominations before 1900. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 
2019. 
 
Russell, Judy G. multiple blog posts. The Legal Genealogist. 
Legalgenealogists.com/blog : 2020. 
 
Rose, Christine. Courthouse Research for Family Historians: Your Guide to 
Genealogicial Treasures. San Jose: CR Publications, 2004.  
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USING


FINDMYPAST


WHAT IS FINDMYPAST?


 UK-based genealogy database offering billions of digitized, 
searchable records from around the world


 Findmypast.com is a (paid) subscription service, but—


 MCPL cardholders can access +2,500 record collections
using the (free) Library Edition from any MCPL branch


 Noteworthy collections here include: 
 UK and Irish Parish Records
 British and Irish Newspapers
 New York Roman Catholic Parish Baptism Records 2


 Check the  Variants Box for  allow
spelling variations on first/last 
names


 Wildcards
? = single character
* = multiple characters


 Maiden names for women


 Commas in locations - Independence, Missouri


 Use “Clear All” between searches
3


SEARCHTIPS SEARCH #1:  SEARCH OUR RECORDS


4


 Begin ALL RECORDS searches from the homepage


 Dropdown options appear as you enter the location


5


FILTERS & RESULTS


Results Counter


Name Variants


Transcribed
Data


Original 
Image


REVIEWINGTHE RESULTS


6
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FMP CONTROLS/UTILITIES


Original & Transcript: Print, create a tree*, report an 
issue/error, shift to alternate view


Original image only:  Download, view full screen, 
modify view – rotate, change brightness/contrast & resize


 Use within a RECORDS search to 
limit displayed results to a specific 
category of records


 Birth, Marriage & Death
 Census, Land & Substitutes


— or —


 Use with ADVANCED OPTIONS to 
search just one category of records


 Search tailored to record set 8


SEARCH #2:
ALL CATEGORIES


A
D


VA
N


C
ED


 O
PT


IO
N


S


9


Category:  Immigration & Travel


Subcategory:  Passenger Lists


Search results include: NY Passenger List image & transcript!


 Name, role (“passenger”), age, occupation


 Arrival date / ship’s name / departure & arrival ports


10


 Link located top right on most pages                        


 Use to target one specific record set (like US Marriages)


 Default sort order is by the number of records


 Can also sort by title, category, or subcategory by 
clicking on the column header


11


SEARCH #3:  ALL RECORD SETS


Record      
Set


Category Subcategory No. of 
Records


12


 Enter location or keywords 
above or filter by location/range 
of years


 Select title to proceed to that 
record set’s search fields


ALL RECORD SETS:  
NEWYORK
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FMP CENSUS COLLECTION


< 139 RECORD SETS >


 UK+ –Years ending in “1”, released after 100 years


 US –Years ending in “0”, released after 72 years 


13


LOCATION AVAILABLE ON FMP


England, Scotland, and Wales 1841–1911


Ireland* 1821–1851, 1901, 1911


Canada 1851–1911


US Federal Census 1790–1940


Misc. county/state censuses 
and census substitutes


1600s–mid-1900s


1939 REGISTER


 Great Britain & Northern Ireland    
(41 million individuals)


 Taken 29 Sep 1939


 Used to issue identity cards and to 
inform war-related decisions


 Names, birth dates, occupations+


 Records of living people younger 
than 100 and those who died after 
1991 are officially closed


14


1939 Register


(Free) Personal Account:  
 Save searches to review on your next library visit
 View saved searches (but not the records) from home 


Micropayments:
 PayAsYouGo access to restricted FMP records  
 Purchased records forever accessible in “My Records”
 Record costs vary; price confirmed before purchase


FREE ACCOUNTS & MICROPAYMENTS


15


Log In / Sign Up


OTHERTABS:  FAMILYTREE BUILDER


 With a FMP account, you can create a family tree


 Add information about family members


 Add a page for notes for each relative


 Add media or links to records to the relatives in 
your tree including transcripts and images from 
your searches


 Import a GEDCOM file to upload a tree


 Make tree public or private 16


OTHER LINKS:  MISCELLANEOUS


Look to the very bottom of the home page, for…


 DNA – Findmypast is partnered with Living DNA


 FREE GENEALOGY RECORDS – Findmypast indicates 
millions of newspaper, census, travel, and vital records are 
also available for home viewing


 BLOGS & SOCIAL MEDIA – Tutorials on special topics 
and links to Findmypast’sTwitter, Facebook, YouTube+


 FAQ – Info on getting started, expert advice,                   
top tips, and more 17


www.midwestgenealogycenter.org


3440 S Lee’s Summit Road
Independence, MO 64055


816.252.7228            mgc@mymcpl.org
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What is Fold3 Library Edition?


2


A comprehensive database of 
military records – documents, 
photos, stories, etc. – of individuals 
who served in the military.  


The name “Fold3” refers to the 
traditional flag folding ceremony 
that is often a part of military 
funerals.  The third fold is to honor 
and remember the veteran.


Fold3 records include…


3


 US Revolutionary War
 War of 1812
 Mexican-American                     


and early Indian Wars
 US Civil War


 Records from Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and the UK
 Non-Military Records


 Spanish-American War
 World Wars 1 & II
 Korean War
 Vietnam War
 Recent Wars


Homepage Search Options


Search by
NAME


by 
COUNTRY


4


by
WAR+


by
TITLE


Name vs. War/Category Search


5


(1) NAME* (2) REV.  WAR
Total 


Records
> 587 million >31 million


Search 
Results


Keyword: > 45 thousand
Name: 186
Place:  n/a


62


“Our” 
Adam Poe


Results #4, 26, … Result #1


• Homepage (Name) Search field
options = keyword, name, and place.


• Note the result counts above!


Using Filters
 Use filters (left side of screen)


to fine-tune your results.


 Conflict/War


 Title Collection


 Place


 Country or US State


 Publication - Name, Type


 Record Type


 Content Provider


 Branch (of service)


 Number of records (right)
6







Reviewing a Result


Use “Crossed 
Tools” to print, 
download, etc.


Use +/- to 
increase/decrease 
the image size


Other tools adjust 
contrast, 
orientation, and 
screen view


7


Title Search Tips:
Record Count, Completion, & Sources


8


10 million+ records
99% complete


Black History Civil War Service Records (CMSR) of 
Colored Troops in the Union army, 
Court Slave Records for DC, South 
Carolina Estate Inventories and Bills 


of Sale 1730‐1872.


Native American Dawes Enrollment Cards, Dawes 
Packets, Guion Miller Roll, Indian 


Census Rolls 1885 – 1940, War of 1812 
service records for Chickasaw & 


Creek, and more!


Special Collections


9


Accessing Non-Military Records


10


 City Directories 


 Homestead Records


 Naturalizations 1700 – mid-1900s


 Passport Applications 1795 – 1905


 Social Security Death Index


 (Limited) Census Records


 (Limited) Vital Records


Non-military Records:  


City Directories


11


 Assorted city directories are 
available for 31 principal 
cities including:


• Philadelphia (1785-1922)


• New York (1786-1922)


• Boston (1789-1926)


• Chicago (1839-1923)


• and both                      
St. Louis (1863-1923) & 
Kansas City (1865-1923)


Joyce C. Hall and his Hall 
Bros paper craft business 
can be found in this 1915 


Kansas City directory.
12


1. Search (navigation bar)


2. Title Collection:          
select Non-military


3. Publication Name:       
select Passport Applications 
(1795 – 1905)


4. Enter   John Ar*ndel Disney


Non-military Records:  


Passport 
Applications







War Stories 


13


War Stories 


Memorials


14


Fold3 memorials include the U.S. Honor Wall, the U.S. 
Vietnam Wall, the U.S.S. Arizona Memorial, and other 


individual veteran’s memorials.


Memorials


Searchable Memorials:  


The Vietnam Wall


15


Memorials, like 
this one for 


Independence 
native, Charles A. 
Pope, Jr., can be a 


great source of 
biographical 


information for 
honored 
veterans. 


Creating Your Own Memorial


Individuals can 
also create their 


own Memorial 
Page to 


commemorate 
and honor a 


soldier’s service 
with stories, 


facts and photos 
of the veteran.
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MGC Online Classes


Beginning Ancestry Library 
Edition


Beginning Genealogy


Census Records Research


Introduction to Internet 
Genealogy


Tracing Immigrant Origins


Using Fold3 


Using HeritageQuest


Using ILL for Genealogy


Weekly Website Wonders
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USING NAME SEARCHABLE INDEXES IN 
ARKIVDIGITAL 


Kathy.meade@arkivdigital.com 


 
INTRODUCTION 
ArkivDigital’s goal is to make Swedish research easier and faster. New indexes are 
added regularly to aid the researcher. There are two types of indexes: name searchable 
indexes for specific collections within the Swedish church books, estate inventories, 
military records, and other types of documents, and also indexes that work as search 
tools in navigating an archive. These search tools make it easier to search tax records, 
general muster rolls, and the SCB extracts or extracts of birth, marriage, and death 
records from 1925 to 1947. 
 
SEARCHABLE NAME INDEXES 


Index Name Category 
BiS (Population of Sweden) 1800-1947 Church Books 


Birth index (Parts of Sweden) Church Books 
Marriage index (Parts of Sweden) Church Books 


Death index (Parts of Sweden) Church Books 
Move certificates Church Books 


Census of Sweden 1940, 1950, 1960, 1970, 1975, 1980, 1985 
and 1990 


Census  


Census of Stockholm 1945 Census 
Estate Inventories Estate Inventories 


Emigrants Emigrants 
Swedes in US 1940 U.S. Census 
General Muster rolls Military 
Boatswain active list Military 


Military Service Cards  Military 
Prisoner Portrait Prisoner Photos 


Portrait Collection Stockholm 
Portraits 


Riddarhuset, Collection of Portraits Nobility Portraits 
Agriculture Statistics 1944 Agriculture 


Employees at Papyrus Employee List 
Land registrations in Northern Gotland Land registrations 


SEARCH TOOL INDEXES 
Index Name Category 


Quick Find: SCB extracts Birth, marriage, and death extracts 
Quick Find: mantals tax records Tax 
Quick Find: general muster rolls Military 
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INDEX SEARCHING 
To index search, one does the following: 


1. Access app.arkivdigital.se 
2. Select Index search 
3. Click on the down arrow in the box under index source and choose the desired 


index. Then a search menu will open for the selected index. 


BIS (POPULATION OF SWEDEN) 1800 – 1947 
This is a searchable name register of the household examination/congregation records 
within the Swedish church books between 1800 and 1947 for all of Sweden and was 
created via a partnership with MyHeritage. Also included are index records for the 
Stockholm Rotemansarkivet for the years 1878-1926, with a link to the original 
document. 


ADVANCED SEARCH FUNCTIONS 
You can search by name, birth, census or residence, and household. You can 
search by first name, last name, gender, or a combination of these fields in the birth 
section of the advanced search function. In the birth section, you can search by 
birth date or select between years (for example, between 1865 and 1870). The 
entry format for the birth date is YYYY-MM-DD. One can also search by birth 
parish, birth county, or birth country (if the birth country is not Sweden). The 
household search possibility is one of the most exciting and usable. Here one can 
combine information about persons living together in a family to find matches in 
cases where one does not have much information about the family. One can 
include multiple persons in the household in the search by clicking “Add person”. 
For more information on wild card searches, go to the following blog: 
http://blog.arkivdigital.net/name-searching-tips/ 


BIRTH, MARRIAGE, AND DEATH INDEXES FOR PARTS OF 
SWEDEN 
Here you will find name searchable indexes for birth, marriage, and death records for 
parts of Sweden, a partially transcribed index record, and a direct link to the original 
document. The goal is to index by name all birth, marriage, and death records from the 
earliest times (the 1600s) to at least the late 1800s and even later.  


UPDATED LISTS OF BIRTH, MARRIAGE, AND DEATH, PARTS OF 
SWEDEN INDEX 


Births: https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/fodelseregister 
Marriages: https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/vigselregister  
Deaths: https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/dodregister 


CENSUS OF SWEDEN 1940, 1950, 1960, 1970, 1975,1980, 1985 
AND 1990 
There are name searchable indexes for the Censuses of Sweden for 1940, 1950, 1960, 
1970,1975, 1980, 1985, and 1990. Within these indexes, you will find personal 
information for all living in Sweden at the end of those years. The Census of Sweden 
1940 has a direct link to the source. For the other years, only an index record is shown. 



http://blog.arkivdigital.net/name-searching-tips/

https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/fodelseregister

https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/vigselregister

https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/dodregister
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CENSUS OF STOCKHOLM 1945 
In the index, Population of Stockholm 1945, you will find personal information about all 
persons who lived in Stockholm on December 31, 1945. There are about 672 thousand 
index entries; for each index record, there is a link to the source. 


ESTATE INVENTORIES 
The Inventory of Estate is a searchable name index for estate inventories. The building 
of this register is still in progress. You will find a list of the district courts (härader) and 
city courts (rådhusrätter) where estate inventories are currently named searchable by 
going to the following page: https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/bouppteckningar. 


EMIGRANTS 
The Emigrant Index is a searchable index of all the passenger ship manifests for 
persons leaving the Swedish ports: Göteborg, Malmö, Helsingborg, and Stockholm. 
There are nearly 1.4 million names, and the coverage begins in 1869 and goes up to the 
mid-20th century. For more information: http://blog.arkivdigital.net/search-passenger-
ship-manifests-by-name/ 


SWEDES IN US 1940 
The database is an extraction out of the 1940 United States Census. The census was 
created on the 1st of April 1940, and the extract includes all the persons who stated 
their birthplace was Sweden. The database consists of approximately 447,000 
entries. The register provides information such as name, age, marital status, and 
where the person lived in 1940. In addition, it shows where the person lived in 1935.  


GENERAL MUSTER ROLLS 
The general muster roll index is a searchable name index of the general muster rolls, 
both allotted and enlisted regiments covering 1683 to about 1883. The work is just 
beginning on indexing these records. Today (September 2022), indexing is complete for 
the Uppland and Västmanland regiments. For more information: 
https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/generalmonsterrullor  


BOATSWAIN ACTIVE LIST 
This is a name index for the boatman rolls created for the Navy seaman (båtsmän) in the 
late 1800s. These records are a gold mine for those interested in researching Navy 
seamen. Each seaman received a small booklet that showed his career from admission 
to discharge. These booklets include a physical description of the seaman, places he 
served, position in the Navy, and even a record of any punishments. 


MILITARY SERVICE CARDS 
The index includes military service cards (called stamkort in Swedish) for men who 
registered between 1902-1950. The registration age changed in 1914 from 21 to 20 
years, which means that the index includes men born between 1881 and1930 (some 
earlier and some later also exist). 



https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/bouppteckningar

http://blog.arkivdigital.net/search-passenger-ship-manifests-by-name/

http://blog.arkivdigital.net/search-passenger-ship-manifests-by-name/

https://www.arkivdigital.se/online/register/generalmonsterrullor
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PRISONER PORTRAIT 
Index to prisoner portraits. Finding a photograph of an ancestor or relative is an extra fun 
piece in the big family puzzle. Among those who were photographed, the earliest were 
prisoners. The most extensive collection is called “released prisoners”. To be 
photographed at the time of release, one would be sentenced to at least a couple of 
years in prison, and the risk of relapse was judged high. For more information: 
https://www.arkivdigital.net/online/register/prisoner-portraits  


PORTRAIT COLLECTION 
The database includes personal photographs from three Stockholm photography 
studios: Jaeger, Bergne, and Welinder. The total number of images is a quarter of a 
million, photographed from 1920 to the 1970s. Most of the portraits are of Stockholmers, 
but there are even photographs from other parts of the country. Along with the portrait 
collection is a searchable name index. 


RIDDARHUSET, COLLECTION OF PORTRAITS 
Index to Riddarhusets (The House of Nobility) collection of portraits. The photographs 
from the 19th and 20th centuries are kept at Riddarhuset and have been digitalized by 
ArkivDigital.  


AGRICULTURE STATISTICS 1944 
Index of farms in Sweden in 1944. In 1944 Statistiska Centralbyrån (Statistics Sweden) 
conducted a nationwide agricultural census and sent forms to all the farms. Each farm 
owner or user filled in information on the census about the farm’s size, types of tools and 
machines used on the farm, the presence of water pipes, sewers, and electricity, and 
additional data. 


EMPLOYEES AT PAPYRUS 
A name index of employees at the paper mill AB Papyrus in Mölndal, Sweden. The mill 
produced wood pulp, fine paper, and cardboard and was considered Sweden's most 
technically advanced paper mill. The company was founded in 1895 and ceased through 
a reorganization in 1991. The index covers the years from the beginning of the 1910s to 
the beginning of the 1950s. 


LAND REGISTRATIONS IN NORTHERN GOTLAND 
Index to documents concerning property deals ('fastebrev' and 'lagfartsprotokoll') from 
Gotlands norra häradsrätt (= the district court for Northern Gotland). The index contains 
approximately thirty-five thousand records from the years 1800-1870. It is created by 
Kjell Swebilius/Landsarkivet i Visby. 


QUICK FIND: SCB EXTRACTS 
ArkivDigital has photographed the Statistiska centralbyrån (Statistics Sweden) or SCB 
extracts for 1925-1947 (1930-1947 for Stockholm city). The SCB extracts consist of 
transcripts of birth, marriage, and death records that were sent yearly to the government 
department, Statistics Sweden (SCB). ArkivDigital has now introduced a new feature, 
Quick Find: SCB extracts which makes finding the desired extract a simple search. 
To search for an SCB extract, do the following: 



https://www.arkivdigital.net/online/register/prisoner-portraits
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1. Select Index search. 
2. Select Quick find: SCB extracts in the index source list 
3. You can search by record type (födda/vigda/döda), year, parish, or county.  


QUICK FIND: MANTALS TAX RECORDS  
The Quick find: Mantals tax records index makes it easier for you to search for a tax 
register for a parish and year. The index consists of nearly 440,000 entries collected 
from approximately 9,200 volumes. For more detail, go to: http://blog.arkivdigital.net/find-
the-correct-tax-register-with-our-new-index/ 


QUICK FIND: GENERAL-MUSTER ROLLS 
The Quick Find: General Muster Rolls index covers the general muster rolls for Swedish 
regiments. You can use the Quick Find: General Muster rolls index to find the correct 
year, regiment, and company quickly. For more detail, go to: 
http://blog.arkivdigital.net/easier-to-find-a-soldier-in-the-general-muster-rolls-using-table-
of-content-general-muster-list/ 


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 
 
BLOG 
ArkivDigital publishes an English blog, usually once a week. There are now nearly 400 
blogs. You can search by keyword or by category. Many contain tutorials on various 
types of records. You can access the blog directly at the URL: http://blog.arkivdigital.net/ 
or if you like us on Facebook, you will be notified of new blogs in your newsfeed. 
 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
ArkivDigital has a YouTube channel where you can view instructional videos. While 
many are in Swedish, we do have some in English. Go to: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArkivDigital/playlists?app=desktop  
 
RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
 


• Johnson, Robert W., and Gomoll, Elizabeth Williams. Husförhörslängder, 
Swedish Household Examination Records: Framing the Solutions to Your 
Swedish Ancestry Puzzles. Minneapolis, MN, 2020. 


• Morris, Geoffrey Fröberg. A Practical Guide to Swedish Church Records for 
Genealogy and Family History. Salt Lake City, Utah: Swedish Genealogy 
Guide, LLC, 2020. 


• Skogsjö, Håkan. Explore Your Swedish Heritage. Lyrestad, Sweden: 
ArkivDigital AD AB, 2020 



http://blog.arkivdigital.net/find-the-correct-tax-register-with-our-new-index/

http://blog.arkivdigital.net/find-the-correct-tax-register-with-our-new-index/

http://blog.arkivdigital.net/easier-to-find-a-soldier-in-the-general-muster-rolls-using-table-of-content-general-muster-list/

http://blog.arkivdigital.net/easier-to-find-a-soldier-in-the-general-muster-rolls-using-table-of-content-general-muster-list/

http://blog.arkivdigital.net/

https://www.youtube.com/user/ArkivDigital/playlists?app=desktop
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Family	Chart	
	
Spelling	Variations	of	Family	Member’s	Names:		
	
Birth/Christening	Date:	
	
Birth	Place:		
	
Baptism:	
	
Occupation:		
	
Friends,	neighbors,	unions,	professional	organizations,	clubs,	religious	
affiliation:	
	
	
Marriage	to	whom	and	when:	
	
Marriage	Place:	
	
Birth	of	Children:	infant	deaths,	children’s	names	used	again,	twins,	age	
order		
	
Immigrations	from	where	to	where	and	when:	
	
Places	of	Residence	at	time	of	several	censuses:	
	
	
Military	Duties:	
	
Deeds	or	Tax	records:	
	
Naturalization	Date:	
	
Wills	and	trusts:	
	
Death	Date	and	Place:	
	
Burial	Date	and	Place:	








Family History Research Tips 
 


1.  Use Google Chrome browser with FamilySearch.org.  
Start with yourself in Family Tree.  Connect yourself to a deceased person by 
adding living people as placeholders in Family Tree until you get to other person 
pages of ancestors who have already been added to the tree.  This is called 
building a bridge between the living and the deceased.  Don’t forget to document 
yourself for your current or future descendants.   


 
2.   Check for duplicates and add sources to deceased persons and to each member 


of their family.  Use the “Research Helps/Hints,” “Similar Records,” “Unfinished 
Attachments,” and “FamilySearch” links on each person’s page to document 
what you know.  


 
3.   Include your personal knowledge/records that you have at home or can gather 


from relatives or friends of relatives.  Don’t forget information on other 
computer programs/notes (PAF, RootsMagic, etc.). 


 
4.  Use the email or internal “Send a Message” feature in FamilySearch.org to 


connect with others who are working on the same lines as you are, even if it is 
not the same exact individual. 


 
5.  Research one whole family at a time, not just an individual.  Capture every detail 


about who they were, where they lived, and who was in the family.  Examine 
each record you find for every detail it has and make sure it is reflected on the 
person’s page and is clearly explained.  A research log may be helpful in addition 
to making notes to edit Person Pages later and to help figure out relationships. 


 
6.  Don’t go the next generation back until you are sure of the one closest to you.  


Have a solid link from you to the last person on Family Tree.  However, when you 
are searching for documents on an individual, look for the most recently created 
records.  They are usually easier to find and will give you something to start with 
to help look for other family members.  For example, find the death record 
before the birth record since it may be easier to find and may be more complete. 


 
7.  Continue to expand your knowledge of the family by making notes on a “Family 


Chart.”  (See another added file.) This will help you focus your research and 
remind you to look for other documents.  Some details might spark an idea for a 
different conclusion when viewed chronologically on a chart or a timeline.   







 
8.  As you study each family, ask yourself questions about the details and events in 


their lives, such as: 


• Is it logical or reasonable that…?  


• Are the children listed with reasonable time spaces?   


• Could there be twins?   


• Is there a name that was used again for another child that died?   


• Is it a heritage name?   


• Why are no children listed for this couple or only one? 


• What other records or paper trail might I look for?  


• Who else might have known and recorded information about….?  


• What else can this information tell me, or where can it direct me besides the 
obvious?  


• Does this make sense timewise?  Place-wise?  Relationship-wise?  What 
doesn’t make sense?  Why not? 


• Certificates or Tax Records – Is there a family relationship to the witness, or 
the recorder, or who performed the ceremony?  Or paid the tax bill? 


• Photos of your ancestors – When were they born?  Where did they live?  Who 
else is in the photo?  What is their relationship?  Where was it taken?   What 
was the event or time period? 


 
9.  Let the data and research prove or confirm your information.  Let it prove the 


information you already have, or that has “always” been known, instead of the 
reverse.  


 
Basic Records and the usual order of searching them. 
 
1.  U.S. Federal Census – In the USA every 10 years from 1790-1930; then check 


available state, county, local censuses.  
2.   Vital Records – lists, indexes and certificates of birth, marriage, and death; search 


these records chronologically. 
3.   Probate Records – wills, trusts, etc.  
4.   Land Records – deeds and taxes 
 
Why Census Records? 
 
Census information is usually readily available, fairly easy to access, and frequently 
reliable.  The information provided there is very helpful and the “what’s missing” 
can help you ask different questions using common sense or logical deduction.  







Repetition of information can add confidence and surety to your knowledge of 
family members and events, even though they are secondary sources given by one 
member of the family or even a neighbor. 
 
Check name changes – nicknames or “Americanization”, ages, occupations, new 
relationships or others living with the family.   Always look about 3 pages before and 
after the family to notice family friends that move to new places with the family or 
individuals that move-in with the family through the years as boarders or by 
marriage. 
 
DON’T: assume correctness, completeness, or the spelling of names is accurate or 
that the wife is the mother of any or all children, or that records before 1850 can’t 
help. 
 
DO: pay attention to the information at the top of the census page, study the 
handwriting, watch for families on split pages, look for repeat neighbors (friends 
sometimes moved together), find your ancestors in every census taken during their 
lifetime, look for all the surnames of your ancestor in the same county, use maps as 
you search, consider and accommodate typos when using indexes, note real estate 
values and look for deeds or wills, look for maiden names. 
 
Major differences in records of each census year: 
 
1790-1840 – head of household by surname/given name, gender by age range 
brackets, ages by age range brackets, number of slaves in some states. 
 
1850-1930 – Every person in household listed, age; starting in 1880 – relationship to 
the head of household and birthplaces of parents, property, occupation, 
homeowner/renter on later censuses 
 
1900 additions – birth month and year of every person, number of children born and 
number living for each mother, number of years married, 
immigration/naturalization dates. 
 
Additional Search Tips: 
 
1.  Adjust the Search Filters to find a balance between entering too much and not 


enough.   50-100 is a target range for search results to find several extended 
family members on a site.  Fewer results are needed if you have several known 







facts.  Start with less information and then add more.  Use the exact boxes 
selectively.  Use the Collections Tab to find specific information you are missing 
on FamilySearch.org. Use the “Find Similar People” tab on the Person Page to 
help you find more relatives. 


 
2.  Provide a year range instead of an exact date.  Broaden the location instead of 


starting with the city, county and state.  This is not a fill in the blank exercise!  Try 
just a marriage date, or just a death date or just the birth date with the 
residence.  Numerical ranges (age ranges, ranges of years to be searched, etc.) 
seem to cause matches to be missed more often than any other required element 
in searches.  If you don’t find someone you think should be there, try taking 
numerical ranges out of your search requirements first. 


3.  Consider initials, nicknames, misspellings, phonetic spellings, and name changes, 
of both the people and the locations.  Learn cultural and location naming 
patterns. 


 
4.  Try just the surname (birth and married for women) and a location.  Use both 


couple’s surnames and a year range in a location.  Try different combinations of 
relatives.  Look for the children of the parents by searching just for records of 
both parents together.  Try the parents’ names and the spouse’s name only.  Put 
in just a last name and then the geographic location to find all the people in that 
city or county or on a rare name in the state to see other possible family 
members.   


 
5.  Remember that middle and first names were often used inter-changeably and 


middle names of men were frequently the birth name of the mother. 
 
6.  Use different places and levels of jurisdictions for records.  Example: Where were 


the records sent when the church was closed?  OR, were county records also sent 
to the state? OR, was the location for records storage changed with geographic 
boundary changes? 


 
7.  Try different date ranges to determine if a record was recorded later.  Especially 


births, christenings, wills and land records. 
 
8.  For very common names restrict collections to one record group with the 


location if you know it, for example, Utah 1860 U.S. Census.  If you narrow 
quickly, then make a note of it and then search the surrounding locations (cities, 







counties and states) and other record types to find additional branches of the 
family or where the family relocated.  Reset the restrict filter to make sure you 
have cleared the previous ones.  Refresh the page also. 


 
9.  Search for a close relative or a neighbor and track them to see how their lives 


crossed. 
 
10. It can be helpful when trying to prove identity and your connection to a specific 


individual versus another by the same name to document each of them over a 
period of time with what you can find.  Take time to prove that one of them is 
NOT your relative. 


 
11.  The 4 Giant Worldwide Sites are FamilySearch.org, Ancestry.com, 


FindMyPast.com, and MyHeritage.com.  Each of these has spelling variation 
searches built into their search features, but still use name variations in 
multiple searches.  Also use wildcards in FamilySearch.org.  On other less 
sophisticated websites and also on Google, try some of the search ideas below: 


 
a) Phrases in quotes. 


b) Boolean operands (AND, OR, NOT) to include names and places. 


c) In advanced search options use “with all the words, with the exact phrase, 
with at least one of the words, without the words,” etc. 


d) Use your browser’s Find on Page feature to more easily search for 
occurrences of the town name in the narrowed county results if there are 
several hits.  You can use Ctrl+F also to find names or places on a page with 
lots of search results. 


e) Use? to replace one character in a name or place.  Use * to replace zero or 
more characters in a name or place.  Use both in one word.  Use more than 
one of each in a word also.  For example: Wal*er finds Waler, Walter and 
Walker.  Wal*e* also finds Walters and Walenbach.  W?l*er also finds Wiler, 
Willer, Wyler, etc. 


f) Try wild card searches to replace the vowels in the first three letters of the 
name. This is called an AEIOUY search. This type of search (example: man*, 
men*, min*, mon*, mun*, and myn*) is very good for finding not only 
occurrences of the surname Monday, but also Mandee, Mandie, Mandy, 
Mondee, Mondy, Munday, and Mundy. 
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When Proof isn’t Really Proof After All 
 


Patti Gillespie, M.S. 


Family Lines & Stories     


www.familylinesandstories.com 


FamLStories@gmail.com 


 


           Proof is the accumulation of acceptable evidence. “Evaluate the Evidence,” FamilySearch Wiki. 


 


Evaluate research conclusions, share information, and then share family trees: 


1. Count the documents and read the citations. 


2. Relevance of the Record 


3. Category of the Record 


4. Format of the Record 


5. Nature of the Information 


6. Directness of the Evidence 


7. Consistency and Clarity of the Facts 


8. Likelihood of Events 


9. Establishing Proof 


a. Clear and Convincing Evidence 


b. Genealogical Proof Standard 


1. Reasonably exhaustive research has been conducted. 


2. Each statement of fact has a complete and accurate source citation. 


3. The evidence is reliable and has been skillfully correlated and interpreted. 


4. Any contradictory evidence has been resolved. 



mailto:FamLStories@gmail.com
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5. The conclusion has been soundly reasoned and coherently written. 


c. Look for original documents—digital, microfilmed, and in repository 


10. Continue learning 


References: 


“Evaluate the Evidence.” FamilySearch Wiki, no date, (www.familysearch.org : accessed 1 September 


2019). 


“Evidence Analysis and Evaluation: Articles and How-To,” Cyndi’s List, no date, (www.cyndislist.com : 


accessed 1 September 2019). 


“Evidence Analysis Explained Part II: Evaluating Genealogy Information,” Legacy Tree Genealogists, no 


date, (www.legacytree.com : accessed 1 September 2019). 


“Evidence Analysis Explained Part III: Evaluating Genealogical Evidence,” no date, Legacy Tree 


Genealogists (www.legacytree.com : accessed 1 September 2019). 


“The Genealogical Proof Standard (National Institute).” FamilySearch Wiki 


(https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/The_Genealogical_Proof_Standard_(National_Institute : accessed 7 


February 2022). 


Crow, Amy Johnson. “Evaluating Evidence in Your Genealogy Research,” Modern Genealogy Made Easy, 


10 May 2018, (https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com : accessed 1 September 2019). 


Jones, Thomas W. “New Standards or Old? Guidelines for Effective Research and Family Histories.” Board 


for Certification of Genealogists, sponsor. Legacy Family Tree Webinars. 


Maydem, Janet. “Can Your Family Tree Pass the 5 Step “Proof” Test?” Family History Daily, no date, 


(https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/genealogical-proof-standard/ : accessed 


7 February 2022). 


Sayre, Pamela Boyer. “Enough is Enough, Or Is It?” Board for Certification of Genealogists, sponsor. 


Legacy Family Tree Webinars. 
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Where do I begin? Basics of Swedish Research 
Kathy.meade@arkivdigital.com 


  1   


Have Swedish Roots and don’t know how to get started? 
The two biggest challenges for descendants of Swedish emigrants are locating the ancestor’s parish of 
origin and identifying the ancestor’s original Swedish name. You will need your ancestor’s Swedish name, 
the parish where your ancestor lived, and a date such as birth, marriage, death, or emigration date before 
you can begin research in the Swedish records. 


Get started 
Study Swedish research guides (You will find the guides on page 6 in the handout).  


What do I need to know before I begin my Swedish research? 
 Become familiar with the Swedish alphabet.   


o Three additional letters at the end of the alphabet – å, ä, ö. 
o Flexible spelling, letters are often interchanged like k and q, v and f, e and ä. 


 
 Naming Conventions 


o The patronymic naming system was in common use up to the end of the 19th century 
within Sweden. Between 90 and 95% of the population used the patronymic naming system. 
A child was the son of or the daughter of the father. Thus, if the father’s name is Sven 
Johansson, his son’s name might be Anders Svensson or Anders, the son of Sven. Likewise, a 
daughter might be named Anna Svensdotter or Anna, the daughter of Sven. When a woman 
married, she did not adopt her husband’s name but kept her patronymic. 


 
o During the 19th century, many townspersons who didn’t want to be considered poor farmers 


adopted family names often called “nature names.” These “nature names” consist of two 
parts, like Dalberg. Dal is the Swedish word for valley, and berg means mountain. 


 
o Soldiers received unique names while in the military. One could not have fifty Johan 


Anderssons in a military unit, so each person in the unit was assigned a military name. 
Military names sometimes represented a personal quality like Rapp (quick), a military term, 
or an association with the place where the person served. When leaving the military service, 
some soldiers did keep their military name while many reverted to using their patronymic 
name. 


 
o Farm names are not as common in Sweden as in Norway, but in some parts of Sweden, 


primarily Dalarna, farm names are sometimes used. 
 


o Many of the Swedish emigrants changed their name while in Sweden and often changed their 
name again after they emigrated. Some kept the patronymic but usually dropped the second 
“s” in the name. “Andersson” became “Anderson.” Other names were changed to an 
Anglicized form; Karl or Carl in Swedish often became Charles in the New World. Some 
names were partially translated into English. Sjöberg became Seaberg. Once in the new 
county, some emigrants changed their names, “New country, new name.” 


 
 Geography 


o The key to Swedish research is to know the parish in Sweden where your ancestor resided 
because the church records are organized by parish.  There are several important geographical 
terms to become familiar with: province (landskap), county (län), and parish (socken). 


 
o The creation of Sweden in the 11th century was formed by the unification of local kingdoms 


that local leaders ruled. These kingdoms became the 24 provinces (landskap) of Sweden. In 
1634 the Swedish kingdom was reorganized, and provinces gave way to the new county (län) 
structure.  Some provinces were identical to the new county. Other provinces were subdivided 
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into two or three counties. These county boundaries remained the same until about 1970 when 
some boundaries changed, or counties merged.  


 
o It is important to understand the difference between province (landskap) and county (län). 


While the provinces have no administrative functions, they retain cultural-historical 
significance and have defined geographical borders. The counties (län) remained 
administrative units, where the records were kept. The county (län) is divided into parishes 
(socken). The local parish kept the church records, and the church was responsible for keeping 
all vital records up until 1991. 


The Hunt Begins 
 Search personal sources 


o The first step is, to begin with, yourself and your family. First, gather all the information from 
personal sources about your Swedish ancestor who emigrated. Personal sources include 
interviews with family members, the family Bible, old letters, postcards, and diaries.  These 
sources may include names of family members and place names in Sweden. Old photographs 
may have the name of the photo studio that took the picture, which may prove helpful in 
providing a clue to the place of origin.  Old letters and diaries might provide names of siblings 
and parents who might give links to tracing your ancestor. Remember, spellings of place 
names may be phonetic or anglicized but gather this information. 


 
 Search public sources 


o Marriage and death certificates may provide age information. U.S. Census and state census 
records can provide information such as age, birth year, and emigration year.   Applications 
for naturalization often have detailed information, including the place within Sweden where 
the emigrant resided. World War 1 and World War II draft registration records will provide a 
birth date, and the World War II draft registration records often will show the place in Sweden 
where the person had resided.  Obituaries often provide the name of the place in Sweden of 
origin and siblings or relatives within Sweden.  Tombstones will often have the birth date and 
death date. These records can provide additional clues to the hunt. Many of these records are 
now online. Many are available on subscriptions sites like www.ancestry.com or free sites 
like www.familysearch.org.  


 
 Search Swedish-American Church Books 


o Many Swedish immigrants joined Swedish-American churches, primarily Lutheran but also 
other denominations such as Baptist, Swedish Covenant, and Methodist.  These churches kept 
very detailed records, including the name of the parish in Sweden where the person was born. 
Many of these Swedish-American church records have been microfilmed and are available at 
the Swenson Swedish Immigration Research Center in Rock Island, Illinois. The link to the 
Swenson Center is https://www.swensoncenter.org/genealogy.  You can find digitized images 
of the microfilms of Swedish-American churches for the United States and Canada on 
https://www.ancestry.com/ for the following denominations: Evangelical Lutheran, 
Evangelical Covenant, and Evangelical Free Church. Within ArkivDigital 
(https://www.arkivdigital.net), you will find newly photographed images of Swedish 
American churches mainly from Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota, and a few 
additional Midwestern states. The amount of information will vary dependent upon the 
individual congregation, but if the information is complete, you can often find in these records: 
date and place of birth and baptism; date received as a church member; and arrival year in 
America.  


 
 Search Swedish-American Newspapers 


o Over 300,000 digitized newspaper pages from 28 different Swedish American newspaper 
titles published across the United States between 1859 and 2007 are now available online at 



http://www.ancestry.com/

http://www.familysearch.org/

https://www.swensoncenter.org/genealogy

https://www.ancestry.com/

https://www.arkivdigital.net/
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the Minnesota Historical Society’s website: 
http://www.mnhs.org/newspapers/swedishamerican  


o The Swenson Center also has many Swedish-American newspapers on microfilm that have 
not yet been digitalized. Many obituaries can be found in these newspapers. For a list of 
newspapers that are on microfilm, go to: https://www.swensoncenter.org/newspapers  


 Search Passenger Ship Lists 
o Two out-of-print books that give detailed information about Swedish passenger arrivals 


between 1820 and 1850 in U.S. ports, both written by Nils William Olsson. One is titled 
Swedish Passenger Arrivals in U. S. Ports 1820-1850, and the other is Swedish Passenger 
Arrivals in New York 1820-1850.  


o The majority of Swedes traveled from Gothenburg (Göteborg) via an English port to New 
York, but some ships also landed in Boston, Philadelphia, Portland, Maine, Halifax, Montreal, 
and Quebec. For New York arrivals, you should check Castle Garden records and after 1892 
Ellis Island records. 


o You can find indexes and manifests for passengers leaving Swedish ports on Ancestry’s 
World Edition http://www.ancestry.com in the section, Emigration Records from Sweden and 
ArkivDigital (https://www.arkivdigital.net/). These collections include the names of about 1.4 
million persons leaving Swedish ports between 1869 and 1951.  


o Many Swedes emigrated from Norwegian ports especially emigrants from Dalsland, 
Värmland and Jämtland. The Norwegian passenger ship lists are available on Digitalarkivet 
http://arkivverket.no/Digitalarkivet.  Click on English for the English version and then select 
emigrants. The Swedes mostly emigrated from Oslo and Trondheim.  


o You can find Swedes who left from Danish ports at 
http://www.udvandrerarkivet.dk/udvandrerprotokollerne. This database includes persons 
leaving between the years 1869 and 1913. 


 
 Search Emigration Records 


o There are two sets of Swedish records listing emigrants: utflyttning records in the church 
books and the annual emigrant list sent from each parish to the Central Bureau of Statistics 
(Statistiska Centralbyrån). The latter set of records begins in 1860.   


o Emibas is a CD with 1.1 million names of persons who left Sweden between 1845 and 1930 
and is 75 percent complete. The source for the database is the moving out (utflyttning) records 
from the church books. This is one of the most powerful tools because it is searchable on 
many parameters such as birth date, emigration date, name, parish, county, and other data. 
The CD is no longer being produced, but the contents of Emibas are now available on the 
subscription site www.emiweb.se. and https://www.ancestry.com/  


o The emigration extracts or SCB emigrants are available on the National Swedish Archives 
subscription site (http://sok.riksarkivet.se/); some are listed on Emiweb (www.emiweb.se).  


 
 Search Swedish Census Records 


o Other tools are the Swedish Census records. You can find census records on the Swedish 
National Archive site at https://sok.riksarkivet.se/. 1880, 1890, 1900, and 1910 Swedish 
Censuses are complete.  All these censuses are also available on CDs. Since many emigrated 
in the 1880s, the 1880 Census can be an excellent source to find your ancestor’s parish.  The 
census records are searchable by name.  Censuses on CDs are also available for 1970, 1980, 
1990 and 2002. These censuses can be helpful in more recent research or assistance in looking 
for living relatives. On ArkivDigital https://www.arkivdigital.net/, you will find censuses for 
the years: 1940,1950, 1960, 1970, 1975, 1980, 1985, and 1990. 


 
 
 



http://www.mnhs.org/newspapers/swedishamerican

https://www.swensoncenter.org/newspapers

http://www.ancestry.com/

https://www.arkivdigital.net/

http://arkivverket.no/Digitalarkivet

http://www.udvandrerarkivet.dk/udvandrerprotokollerne

http://www.emiweb.se/

https://www.ancestry.com/

http://sok.riksarkivet.se/

http://www.emiweb.se/

https://sok.riksarkivet.se/

https://www.arkivdigital.net/
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What are the Swedish Records? 
 Swedish Church Books 


o The Swedish Church Records are a treasure for the Swedish genealogist because there are so 
many records, and they are so complete. While it is not known when the Swedish Church 
began keeping the records, some records from the 1500s have been preserved.  A Church Law 
of 1686 required the clergy to keep records of births, christening, marriages, deaths, and 
burials in the parish, as well as records of persons moving in and moving out of the parish.  
The Swedish Church was responsible for maintaining vital records up to 1991. 


 
o The Swedish Church Records include fourteen record types. The most commonly used by the 


genealogist are the birth (födelse), marriage (vigsel), death (död), moving in/moving out 
(inflyttning och utflyttning), and household examination records (husförshörslängd).   


 
o The household examination records (husförshörslängd) are wonderful sources for 


reconstructing one’s family history. Each year, the minister was required to take a spiritual 
and physical accounting of all who lived within the parish.  The ministers recorded this 
information in large books, usually one spread (similar to an accounting spreadsheet) per 
household. They were updated each year for about five or ten years, and then a new volume 
was created.  These books are usually organized by farm, village, or place in alphabetical or 
geographical order.  Many books include village indexes in the volume’s front or back.  For 
each household, the minister recorded name, birthdates, birthplace, marriage date, moving in 
or moving out information, and notations on each person’s religious knowledge.  The 
household examination records allow one to trace a person from birth to death or birth to 
emigration. In many cases, it is possible to know precisely where a person resided each year 
of this life. ArkivDigital (https://www.arkivdigital.net/) has indexed all the 
household/congregation books between 1800 and 1947. 


 
 SCB Records 


o These are transcripts of birth, marriage, and death records kept by the government agency, 
Central Bureau of Statistics (Statistiska Centralbyrån). These records cover the years 1860 to 
1949.  


 
 Estate Inventories (Bouppteckning) 


o These are inventories of the assets and debts of the deceased, somewhat similar to a probate 
record. The estate inventories consist of the ingress or preamble and the inventory. The 
preamble gives information about the deceased and names the heirs. Estate inventories can 
help prove genealogical relationships as well as solve genealogical mysteries. 


 
 Tax/Population Registers (Mantal) 


o Tax/population registers that were created annually. These records are not as detailed as the 
household examination records but can be helpful in cases where the church records have 
been destroyed or when the household records don’t go as far back in time as the tax records. 


 
 Other Records 


o There are many other records that one can use to further research one’s Swedish heritage. 
Among the many records include court records, military records, prison records, land records, 
orphanages, hospitals, schools, and much more. Many of these records are now becoming 
accessible online. 


 
 
 



https://www.arkivdigital.net/
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Where are the records? 
 Original records 


o Regional Archives in Sweden 
 


 Online sites 
o www.arkivdigital.net    $Suscription site. 
o Swedish National Archives http://sok.riksarkivet.se/ Free 
o www.ancestry.com   World Edition $Subscription site. 
o www.familysearch.org  – Indexes are available to all but the images are only available to 


members of the Church of Latter-Day Saints from one’s home.  
o www.myheritage.com  $Subscription site Household examination records 1800-1947 for parts 


of Sweden 


Seek assistance 
 Message boards and Facebook groups (See page 8 in the handout.) 



http://www.arkivdigital.net/

http://sok.riksarkivet.se/

http://www.ancestry.com/

http://www.familysearch.org/

http://www.myheritage.com/
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Research Guides 
Family Search Wiki https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sweden_Genealogy   
Swedish Roots – Federation of 
Sweden’s Genealogical Societies 


https://www.rotter.se/swedish-roots  


Swedish Genealogy Guide http://swedishgenealogyguide.com/  


Dictionaries 
Swedish 
Genealogy 
Guide 


http://swedishgenealogyguide.com/ 
Click on dictionaries. 


Family Search 
Wiki 


https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sweden_Genealogy Click on Swedish Word List 
under Swedish Research Tools and you can download a PDF file. 


SweGGate https://sites.rootsweb.com/~swewgw/ Click on Dictionaries and Encyclopedias  


Maps  


County 
Maps 1890 


http://memmingsforskarna.se/sockenkartor.html 
Click on the desired county. A PDF will open with a county showing parishes with numbers 
followed by one-page listing parishes by number and a second page with parishes in 
alphabetical order showing the number on the map. 


Historical 
Maps 


http://www.lantmateriet.se/en/ 
Click on historical maps. 


Swedish American Resources (Churches and Newspapers) 


Swenson 
Center –  


https://www.swensoncenter.org/genealogy  
You will find a list of the microfilms of Swedish-American churches and newspapers 
that are available at the Swenson Center. You can call to set up a research appointment 
or order research. 


Swedish 
American church 
records online - 
Ancestry 


https://www.ancestry.com/ Subscription 
U.S., Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Swedish American Church Records, 
1800-1946 
U.S., Evangelical Free Church of America, Swedish American Church Records, 1800-
1946 
U.S., Evangelical Covenant Church, Swedish American Church Records, 1868-1970 
U.S., Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Church Records, 1826-1945 


Swedish 
American church 
records online - 
ArkivDigital 


https://app.arkivdigital.se/  - Subscription  
Newly photographed images of Swedish American parishes primarily in Colorado, 
Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota and some in Illinois, Missouri, Oklahoma, South 
Dakota, and Wisconsin 


St. Ansgarius 
Episcopal 
Church 
Records – 


http://collections.carli.illinois.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/npu_ansgar  
The first church in Chicago was founded for Swedish immigrants – Church established 
in 1849. While the church was destroyed in the Chicago fire of 1871, the records were 
saved. The online site is free. 


Swedish 
American 
Newspapers  


http://www.mnhs.org/newspapers/swedishamerican  Free site 


 
 
 
 



https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sweden_Genealogy

https://www.rotter.se/swedish-roots

http://swedishgenealogyguide.com/

http://swedishgenealogyguide.com/

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sweden_Genealogy

https://sites.rootsweb.com/%7Eswewgw/

http://memmingsforskarna.se/sockenkartor.html

http://www.lantmateriet.se/en/

https://www.swensoncenter.org/genealogy

https://www.ancestry.com/

https://app.arkivdigital.se/

http://collections.carli.illinois.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/npu_ansgar

http://www.mnhs.org/newspapers/swedishamerican
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Emigration Records 
Moving out Records in Church 
Books – Ancestry and 
Emiweb – both are subscription 
sites 


https://www.ancestry.com/ $ Sweden, Emigrants Register in Church 
Books 1783 -1991 http://emiweb.se/en/home/  $ Emigrants in Swedish 
Church records 


SCB Records – Source 
Statistics Sweden Census 
accounts beginning after 1860 
Emiweb and National Swedish 
Archives - Both are 
subscription sites 


http://emiweb.se/en/home/ $ SCB Emigrants collection 
https://sok.riksarkivet.se/svar-digitala-forskarsalen  Free site  
Select subject -emigration 
Select -summariska folkmängdsredogörelse (summary of population 
movement) 


Swedish Passenger Ship 
Manifests 


https://www.ancestry.com Searchable name indexes plus manifests from 
Gothenburg, Helsingborg, Malmö, and Stockholm. 
https://app.arkivdigital.se/ $ ¤¤ Manifests for Gothenburg, Malmö, 
Norrköping, Helsingborg and Stockholm in police archives – Searchable 
under name index: Emigrants 
http://emiweb.se/en/home/ $ Passenger lists for Swedish ports 
https://sok.riksarkivet.se/digitala-forskarsalen Passenger lists for 
Gothenburg, Malmö and Stockholm – not indexed by name 


Danish Passenger List http://www.udvandrerarkivet.dk/udvandrerprotokollerne/ 


Swedish Census Records 
1880, 1890, 1900, 1910, Complete 
1860 and 1870 selected counties 
1930 – in progress 


National Swedish Archives - free 
https://sok.riksarkivet.se/  


1940, 1950, 1960, 1970, 1975, 1980, 1985 and 1990 - Swedish Census ArkivDigital Subscription $ 
https://www.arkivdigital.net  


Census of Stockholm 1945 ArkivDigital Subscription $ 
https://www.arkivdigital.net 


Swedish Records – Online Sites 
COMPANY URL 


ArkivDigital - $ subscription https://www.arkivdigital.net 
Ancestry (World Edition) - $ subscription https://www.ancestry.com 
National Swedish Archives Free https://sok.riksarkivet.se/  
Family Search images available at Family History Centers and Family 
History Library - Free http://www.familysearch.org 


MyHeritage $ Subscription (1800-1947 household records) http://www.myheritage.com 
ArkivDigital images 


Stockholm City Archives Free https://stadsarkivet.stockholm  


Transcription Sites 
Demographic Data 
Base of Southern 
Sweden Free 


http://ddss.nu/ Click on the English flag for English; Transcriptions of birth, 
marriage, and death records in Southern Sweden 


Släktdata -The site is 
free  


http://blog.slaktdata.org/ Transcriptions of birth, marriage, and death records 
mostly in Western Sweden 
Click on registersökning and then registerlista. Note this index has now been 
added to ArkivDigital’s birth, marriage, and deaths parts of Sweden with a link 
to the original record. https://www.arkivdigital.net Subscription site 



https://www.ancestry.com/

http://emiweb.se/en/home/

http://emiweb.se/en/home/

https://sok.riksarkivet.se/svar-digitala-forskarsalen

https://www.ancestry.com/

https://app.arkivdigital.se/

http://emiweb.se/en/home/

https://sok.riksarkivet.se/digitala-forskarsalen

http://www.udvandrerarkivet.dk/udvandrerprotokollerne/

https://sok.riksarkivet.se/

https://www.arkivdigital.net/

https://www.arkivdigital.net/

https://www.arkivdigital.net/

https://www.ancestry.com/

https://sok.riksarkivet.se/

http://www.familysearch.org/

http://www.myheritage.com/

https://stadsarkivet.stockholm/

http://ddss.nu/

http://blog.slaktdata.org/

https://www.arkivdigital.net/
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Connect with other researchers – Social Networking 
DISBYT – FIND 
OTHER 
SWEDES  


 https://www.dis.se/   SUBSCRIPTION SITE 


FACEBOOK 
GROUP HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/GROUPS/SWEDISHHEARTGENEALOGY 


FACEBOOK 
GROUP 
SWEDISH 
GENEALOGY 


HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/GROUPS/239433885078 


FACEBOOK 
GROUP HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/GROUPS/1437307716567758 


MESSAGE 
BOARD 


http://forum.genealogi.se/   SWEDISH GENEALOGY SOCIETY IN SWEDEN (IN 
SWEDISH BUT CAN WRITE QUERIES IN ENGLISH) 


Directories 
http://www.eniro.se/ 
http://www.birthday.se 
https://www.hitta.se/ 


Swedish Military Research 
Central Soldier’s Register https://www.soldatreg.se/ Click on Sök soldat, then select databasen 
Hans Högman Genealogy & 
History Site 


http://www.hhogman.se/military.htm  
Scroll down and search military – an excellent site for Swedish military 
history and genealogy. 


Swedish Graves 
Search in Stockholm’s cemeteries https://etjanst.stockholm.se/Hittagraven/home  
Search in selected parishes in Sweden http://gravar.se  (English version) 
Search in Swedish cemeteries https://grav.rotter.se/Gravsoklist.php?cmd=reset  
Search in 32 cemetery management areas http://svenskagravar.se  


Swedish Genealogical Societies and Research Centers in North 
America 
American Swedish Historical Museum of 
Philadelphia  


https://www.americanswedish.org/ The museum has a 
genealogy group. 


Lindsborg Old Mill & Swedish Historical 
Museum 


https://www.oldmillmuseum.org/  


Nordic Museum Seattle, WA https://www.nordicmuseum.org/ Check the website for 
genealogy events 


Nordic Genealogy Society of Northern 
California 


http://nordicgenealogy.org/  


Swedish Ancestry Research Association 
(SARA) Worcester, MA 


http://www.sarassociation.org/home.asp  


Swedish Genealogical Society of 
Colorado 


http://swedgensoc.org/  


Swedish Genealogical Society of 
Minnesota 


http://sgsmn.org/  


Swedish Genealogical Society of the 
Swedish American Museum in Chicago  


http://www.swedishamericanmuseum.org/genealogy/  


Swenson Swedish Immigration Research http://www.augustana.edu/swenson 



https://www.dis.se/

http://forum.genealogi.se/

http://www.eniro.se/

http://www.birthday.se/

https://www.soldatreg.se/

http://www.hhogman.se/military.htm

https://etjanst.stockholm.se/Hittagraven/home

http://gravar.se/

https://grav.rotter.se/Gravsoklist.php?cmd=reset

http://svenskagravar.se/

https://www.americanswedish.org/

https://www.oldmillmuseum.org/

https://www.nordicmuseum.org/

http://nordicgenealogy.org/

http://www.sarassociation.org/home.asp

http://swedgensoc.org/

http://sgsmn.org/

http://www.swedishamericanmuseum.org/genealogy/

http://www.augustana.edu/swenson





Where do I begin? Basics of Swedish Research 
Kathy.meade@arkivdigital.com 


  9   


Center, Rock Island, IL  
 
 


Swedish Archives in Sweden 
ARCHIVE URL 


National Archives (Riksarkivet) http://riksarkivet.se/startpage 
Regional Archive Göteborg http://riksarkivet.se/goteborg 
Regional Archive Härnösand http://riksarkivet.se/harnosand 
Regional Archive Lund http://riksarkivet.se/lund 
Regional Archive Uppsala http://riksarkivet.se/uppsala 
Regional Archive Vadstena http://riksarkivet.se/vadstena 
Regional Archive Visby http://riksarkivet.se/visby 
Regional Archive Östersund http://riksarkivet.se/ostersund 
Stockholm City Archives http://www.ssa.stockholm.se  
Malmö City Archives http://www.malmo.se/stadsarkivet#”  
Värmland Archives https://arkivcentrumvarmland.se/welcome/  
Military Archives http://riksarkivet.se/krigsarkivet 
National Archives Database http://sok.riksarkivet.se/nad 


Swedish Genealogy CDs 
CATEGORY NAME WHERE TO PURCHASE 
Death Index 1830-2020 https://www.rotterbokhandeln.se/  
Geography Svenska 


Ortnamn 
https://www.rotterbokhandeln.se/  


Swedish Genealogy Books 
Barr, Elinor. Swedes in Canada: Invisible Immigrants. Toronto, Ontario, Canada: University of Toronto 
Press, 2015. 
Clemensson, Per & Kjell Andersson. Your Swedish Roots. Provo, Utah: Ancestry Publishing, 2004. 
Hällgren, Bengt. The world of Cajsa Andersdotter: A close-up view of Sweden in the 18th and 19th 
century. CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. 
Johansson, Carl-Erik. Cradled in Sweden. Sandy, Utah: Everton Publishers, 2002. (Out of print) 
Sometimes you can find copies on Amazon or other online shops. Most libraries have a copy. Also, you can 
download it for free at familysearch.org. Select books and enter Cradled in Sweden in the Search box 
Johnson, Robert W., and Gomell, Elizabeth Williams. Husförhörslängder, Swedish Household 
Examination Records: Framing the Solutions to Your Swedish Ancestry Puzzles. Minneapolis, MN, 
2020. 
Morris, Geoffrey Fröberg. A Practical Guide to Swedish Church Records for Genealogy and Family 
History. Salt Lake City, Utah: Swedish Genealogy Guide, LLC, 2020. 
Olsson, Nils William. Swedish Passenger Arrivals in New York 1820-1850. Chicago, Illinois: The 
Swedish Pioneer Historical Society, 1967.  (Out of Print) 
Skogsjö, Håkan. Explore Your Swedish Heritage. Lyrestad, Sweden: ArkivDigital AD AB, 2020. 
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“Many records and other information pertaining to the United States Colored Troops exist at the National 


Archives in Washington, DC and on-line at Fold3 and Ancestry.com. Compiled by the Colored Troops 


Division of the Adjutant General’s Office (RG 94), these records pertain primarily to the recruitment, 


organization, and service of black troops and their officers. Typical records include registers of applications 


of officers of colored troops, registers and rosters of officers, registers of colored enlistments, record of 


regiments of U.S. Colored Troops, and descriptive lists of colored volunteers” Bernice Alexander Bennett. 
 


Key Questions to Ask When Performing African American Research 


• Do I have a research question and a research plan? Am I changing it as new information comes 


in? 


• Am I using a timeline? 


• Is DNA testing part of my plan? 


• Have I brought the line as far forward as possible? 


• Have I contacted family members? 


• If a community was started with the ancestor, have I contacted the historical society, the 


genealogical society, the state societies, or even a local library? 


• Have I done a thorough newspaper search with understanding of the limitations? 


• Have I searched as many death records as possible? 


• Have I searched court records? 


• Have I searched local and state jail and/or prison records? 


• Have I asked for and searched, if available, the local miscellaneous records? 


• Have I traced the line back to when military records are available? WWII, WWI, Spanish American 


War, Civil War? 


• Is there evidence of a pension or a widow’s pension? 


• Did I acquire other records?  


• Was the ancestor free-born or enslaved?  


• Have I checked the Freedman’s Bank records for owners and person? 


• Am I fact checking family stories? 


• Am I following relevant blogs, books, podcasts and speakers? 
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(https://blogs.ancestry.com), 27 Feb 2017.  
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“United States Colored Troops in the Civil War,” FamilySearch Wiki, 
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“United States Colored Troops: The Role of African Americans in the U.S. Army,” Civil War Trust, 


https://www.civilwar.org/learn/collections/united-states-colored-troops.  
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Native American Research:  The Five Civilized Tribes 
 


Midwestgenealogycenter.org 
mgc@mymcpl.org                    816-252-7228 


 


Background Information 


 Five Civilized Tribes = Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, and Seminole 


 Originally in the Southeastern U.S., removed to the Indian Territory (now Oklahoma) following the Indian 


Removal Act of 1830 


o Not all chose to relocate causing divisions within tribes such as the Seminole Tribe of Florida vs the 


Seminole Nation of Oklahoma  (Class focus = Research methods for those ancestors from the Five 


Civilized Tribes who moved west into Indian Territory) 


o Some relocated and then moved back to their original lands later 


 Called “Civilized” due to their adoption of elements of European culture – governmental structures, farming and 


animal husbandry, religion (Christianity), etc. – even prior to removal 


Beginning Your Research 


 Start with yourself (present).  Push back (past).  Gather names, dates, places, and stories from living family 


members and family artifacts, then collect the documentation/records to support this information. 


 Learn what you can about the existence of local records – for example, OK began registering births at the state 


level in 1908, but these records were inconsistently gathered until the 1930s. 


 Create a timeline for your ancestor with census records, city directories, newspapers, etc.  


o Access Research Checklist and Family Unit Charts at www.midwestgenealogycenter.org   


Records to Search 


 U.S. Federal Census (1860 – 1940) 


o Locate ancestor in 1900 U.S. Federal Census 1) to see where they were living during the Dawes Rolls 


(below) and 2) to learn tribal information in the “Special Inquiries Relating to Indians” section of this 


census and the next federal census in 1910.  This special section located at the bottom of the regular 


census page in areas with predominantly Indian populations. 


o Info on access to each census - https://www.archives.gov/research/census/online-resources 


 Dawes Rolls (1898 – 1907, 1914) 


o Only for members of the Five Civilized Tribes removed to Indian Territory and living in Oklahoma during 


this enrollment window (exception = Mississippi Choctaw) 


o Initial enrollment (1896) overturned, all 14,000 applicants had to reapply 


 Records available on Ancestry as Dawes Commission Index (overturned), 1896 


o Census/Enrollment Cards 


 Grouped by family 


 Watch for tribe, census/enrollment card number, Dawes Roll number, tribal information – blood 


degree, by marriage, freedman, etc. – plus added notes  


 Online access – Ancestry (Oklahoma and Indian Territory, Dawes Census Cards for Five Civilized 


Tribes, 1898-1914), Fold3 (Dawes Enrollment Cards), and others 


 NARA film # M1186 (FamilySearch.org/FHL # 1490261+) 


o Applications, Enrollment Packets/Jackets 


 Birth/death affidavits, marriage licenses, correspondence, etc. 



mailto:mgc@mymcpl.org
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https://www.archives.gov/research/census/online-resources
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 Online access – Ancestry (U.S. Native American Applications for Enrollment in Five Civilized 


Tribes, 1898-1914), Fold3 (Dawes Packets) 


 NARA Film # M1301 (FamilySearch.org/FHL #1439795+) 


o Final Rolls 


 Those eligible on Final Rolls entitled to an allotment of land 


 Doubtful (D) = enrollment card, but may not appear on Final Roll; Rejected (R) = enrollment 


card, but name will NOT appear on Final Roll 


 Once you know your ancestor’s tribe, you can search the online index of people accepted by the 


Dawes Commission (Final Rolls) through the National Archives Catalog (National Archives 


Identifier #300321). Follow the process described at https://www.archives.gov/research/native-


americans/dawes/tutorial/final-rolls.html  (Note:  These are listed by census card number.) 


 Online access – Ancestry (U.S., Native American Citizens and Freedmen of the Five Civilized 


Tribes, 1895-1914), Fold3 (Dawes Packets) 


 NARA Film #T529 (FamilySearch.org/FHL #830228) 


o Land Allotment Files 


 Jacket may include application for allotment, transcripts of related Commission hearings, 


annotated plat maps, and much more. 


 Online access – Ancestry (Oklahoma and Indian Territory, U.S., Land Allotment Jackets for Five 


Civilized Tribes, 1884-1934), FamilySearch.org – Oklahoma Applications for Allotment, Five 


Civilized Tribes, 1899 – 1907, and others 


o More information – https://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/dawes/tutorial/intro.html  


 Where next?   


o Tribal Rolls that predate the Dawes Rolls 


o Emigration Records/Muster Rolls 


o Indian Census Rolls 1885 – 1940 (NARA M595) 


 NARA info - https://www.archives.gov/research/census/native-americans/1885-1940.html  


 Access Genealogy - https://accessgenealogy.com/native/free-us-indian-census-rolls.htm    


(often redirects to the Internet Archive -- https://archive.org/ ) 


 FamilySearch.org - https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2761958 


o Other censuses – 1880 Cherokee Census, 1885 Choctaw Census, etc. 


o Military and School Records 


o Published Works – Indian Pioneer Papers of the Federal Writers Project, tribal newspapers, periodicals, 


published genealogies 


 The Historical Atlas of Oklahoma by Charles Robert Goins , Danney Goble, and others - 


https://mymcpl.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S110C1135623  


Noteworthy Websites 


 Oklahoma Historical Society – https://www.okhistory.org/research/americanindians  


o Additional Indian records and tutorials, more information on the removal to present-day Oklahoma 


o See especially their American Indian Archives which includes records of the Five Civilized Tribes and 


those of other Indian Agencies, and the Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture 


 Access Genealogy - https://accessgenealogy.com/native-american  


 FamilySearch.org Research Wiki - https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Five_Civilized_Tribes  


 U.S. GenWeb Project’s OK/IT GenWeb - https://okgenweb.net/~itgenweb/ 


 (Bonus) FamilySearch.org NARA to FHL film conversion - 


https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/NARA_Series_to_FHL_film_Conversion   
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Naturalization Records at NARA 
 
Slide 2-3 – Background 


• Naturalization is the process by which an alien becomes an American citizen. 


• Naturalization is a voluntary act; naturalization is not required. 


• Prior to September 27, 1906, any "court of record" (municipal, county, state, or federal) 
could grant United States citizenship. Often petitioners went to the court most 
geographically convenient for them. Generally, NARA does not have naturalization records 
created in state or local courts.  


• Beginning September 27, 1906, United States naturalization law imposed a fee structure 
that encouraged the transfer of naturalization to federal courts. It took time for the lower 
courts to let go of the practice, so researchers may need to look at lower courts if NARA 
does not maintain a record of naturalization from the early-mid 20th century. 


• A few indexes and records have been donated to NARA from counties, states, and local 
courts. Researchers should contact the NARA facility (https://www.archives.gov/locations) 
serving the state in which the petitioner resided to determine if records from lower courts 
are available. In certain cases county court naturalization records maintained by NARA are 
available as microfilm publications 
(https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/naturalization/microfilm).  


 
Slide 4 – Naturalization Records Web Page 


• https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/naturalization  
 
Slide 5 – Naturalization Process 
 
Slide 6 – Overview 


• In general, naturalization was a two-step process* that took a minimum of five years.  
[*Exceptions can include cases of derivative citizenship, processes for minor aliens 1824-
1906, and special consideration for veterans.] 


• After residing in the United States for two years, an alien could file a "declaration of 
intention" ("first papers") to become a citizen. After three additional years, the alien could 
"petition for naturalization" (”second papers”). After the petition was granted, a certificate 
of citizenship was issued to the new citizen.  


• These steps did not have to take place in the same court.  
 
Slide 7 – Declaration of Intention (AKA “First Papers”) 


• Declares an individual’s intention to file a formal petition to become a citizen. 


• 1929 Statute required aliens to receive a Certificate of Arrival that verified legal  
immigration.  



https://www.archives.gov/locations

https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/naturalization/microfilm

https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/naturalization
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• Beginning in 1952 declarations were no longer required, though some were still  
submitted. 


 
Slide 8 – Petition for Naturalization (AKA “Final Papers” or “Second Papers”) 


• Final step toward becoming a citizen. 


• Filed a minimum of 2 years after the Declaration of Intention. 


• Immigrants petitioned before a judge and were either granted or denied citizenship. 
 
Slide 9 – Certificate of Naturalization (AKA “Certificate of Citizenship”) 


• Issued by the court until October 1991 when the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS) took over responsibility for naturalization proceedings. 


• Given to the new citizen as proof of citizenship; used to prove eligibility to vote, apply for a 
US passport, and to prove eligibility for other rights of citizenship. 


 
Slide 10 – Special Cases 
 
Slide 11 – Processes for Minor Aliens 1824-1906 


• May 26, 1824 (4 Stat. 69) - Immigrants who arrived in the United States before they were 21 
years old, had lived in the United States for at least five years before their 23rd birthday, 
and whose fathers were not already naturalized could file for naturalization independent of 
their families.  They were allowed to file their Declaration and Petition at the same time.   


 
Slide 12 – Special Considerations for Veterans 


• July 17, 1862 (12 Stat. 597) – Aliens who received honorable discharges from the United 
States Army were not required to file declarations and could become citizens after one year 
residency. 


• July 26, 1894 (28 Stat. 124) – Aliens who received honorable discharges from the United 
States Navy and Marines were not required to file declarations. 


• May 9, 1918 (40 Stat. 542) – Aliens currently in the United States military were permitted to 
file for citizenship after serving three years without any residency requirement. 


 
Slides 13-14 – Changes in Women’s Citizenship Law 


• February 10, 1855 (10 Stat. 604) - Alien women married to United States citizens considered 
to be citizens. 


• March 2, 1907 (34 Stat. 1228) - American-born women who married foreign-born men took 
the citizenship status of their husbands. Once the marital relationship was terminated, the 
women could regain their American citizenship (no mechanism for regaining citizenship was 
identified).  
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• September 22, 1922 (42 Stat. 1021) - Allowed alien wives of United States citizens to file for 
citizenship after one year of residency; stopped removals of citizenship status from native-
born American women who had married aliens not eligible for United States citizenship.  


• June 25, 1936 (49 Stat. 1917) - Allowed American women who had lost their citizenship 
because they married aliens to regain citizenship by taking oaths of allegiance to the United 
States.  


• “Any woman who is now or may hereafter be married . . .” Women and Naturalization, ca. 
1802–1940: https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1998/summer/women-and-
naturalization-1.html 


• "Any woman who is now or may hereafter be married . . ." Women and Naturalization, ca. 
1802-1940, Part 2: 
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1998/summer/women-and-
naturalization-2.html  


 
Slide 15 – Naturalization Research 
 
Slide 16 – Naturalization Records at NARA 


• If a naturalization took place in a Federal court, naturalization indexes,  
declarations of intention (with any accompanying certificates of arrival),  
and petitions for naturalization will usually be in the NARA facility  
serving the state in which the federal court (https://www.archives.gov/research/court-
records) is located.  


• No central index exists. 
 
Slide 17 – States Covered at NARA for Naturalization in Federal Courts 


NARA Office States Covered for Naturalization in Federal Courts* 


Atlanta Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi,  
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee 


Boston Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,  
Rhode Island, Vermont 


Chicago Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin 


Denver Colorado, Montana, New Mexico 


Fort Worth Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas 


Kansas City Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota 


New York City New Jersey, New York, Puerto Rico 


Philadelphia Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia 


Riverside Arizona, Southern California, Clark County Nevada 


San Francisco Northern and Central California, Hawaii 


Seattle Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Washington 


Washington, DC District of Columbia 



https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1998/summer/women-and-naturalization-1.html

https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1998/summer/women-and-naturalization-1.html
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https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1998/summer/women-and-naturalization-2.html

https://www.archives.gov/research/court-records

https://www.archives.gov/research/court-records
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Slide 18 – Requests 


• To ensure a successful request with NARA researchers should include: 
o name of petitioner (including known variants) 
o date of birth 
o approximate date of entry to the United States 
o approximate date of naturalization 
o where the individual was residing at the time of naturalization (city/county/state) 
o country of origin 


 
Slide 19 – Certificates of Citizenship at NARA? 


• In most cases, NARA will not have a copy of the certificate of citizenship.  


• Two copies of the certificate were created – one given to the petitioner as proof of 
citizenship, and, after September 26, 1906, one forwarded to the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS). 


• Certificates of citizenship were issued by the federal courts until October 1991 when 
naturalization became an administrative function under the INS. 


 
Slide 20 – NARA vs. USCIS 


• All INS records are now overseen by the US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).  


• USCIS maintains duplicate copies of court records (including the certificate of citizenship) 
created September 27, 1906-March 31, 1956, within Certificate Files (C-Files). Beginning 
April 1, 1956, INS began filing all naturalization records in a subject’s Alien File (A-File) 
(https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/aliens).  


• C-Files and certain A-Files can be requested through the USCIS Genealogy Program 
(https://www.uscis.gov/genealogy).  


• If a naturalized citizen is seeking their own documentation, they can place a Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request to USCIS to obtain a copy of their A-File and/or request 
a replacement certificate of citizenship from USCIS. 


 
Slide 21 – Naturalization Records in A-Files at NARA 


• Beginning April 1, 1956, INS filing systems changed.  Instead of consolidating naturalization 
records into C-Files, all documentation of naturalization proceedings was filed into an Alien 
File (A-File). 


• USCIS began transferring A-Files to the custody of NARA in 2010.  Files are eligible for 
transfer based on 100+ Year of Birth (YOB).  NARA does not yet maintain all A-Files meeting 
that criteria.    


• All A-Files currently maintained by NARA are indexed in the National Archives Catalog 
(https://catalog.nara.gov). 


• Original records at NARA: 
o National Archives at Kansas City (afiles.kansascity@nara.gov) 



https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/aliens

https://www.uscis.gov/genealogy

https://catalog.nara.gov/

mailto:afiles.kansascity@nara.gov
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o National Archives at San Francisco (sanbruno.archives@nara.gov)  
**SF has some of the A-Files from INS district offices in San Francisco, Honolulu, 
Reno, and Guam. 


 
Slide 22 – A-Files Online Catalog Search Result 


 
 
Slide 23 – Naturalization Index Cards 


• In some cases NARA has card indexes compiled through Works Progress Administration 
projects that facilitated verification of "old law" naturalizations that took place before 
Federal regulation of the naturalization process began on September 27, 1906. 


• There are also some card indexes documenting naturalization proceedings through 1991. 


• Understanding how to read the cards can be very helpful to know if a record will be at NARA 
or if you need to look for documents from lower courts. 


• Directory of Courts Having Jurisdiction in Naturalization Proceedings (M2033) 
(https://catalog.archives.gov/id/55287624) 


• Ancestry and FamilySearch targeted these records for digitization, so many appear on our 
partners’ sites and are starting to appear in the National Archives Catalog as well. 


 
 
 
 



mailto:sanbruno.archives@nara.gov
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Slide 24 – Sample Card: NAID 148424793 (https://catalog.archives.gov/id/148424793)  


 
 
Slide 25 – INS Court Designation 


• On the prior card we saw: 2063-P-2070 


• Looking at the digitized copy of M2033 in the catalog we see that 2063 correlates with the 
Douglas County District Court. 


• NARA does not have the correlating naturalization record, so you would need to go to the 
local resource (in this case, the Douglas County Historical Society) in order to obtain copies 
of the records. 


 
Slide 26 – Sample Card: NAID 73401523 (https://catalog.archives.gov/id/73401523)  


 
 



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/148424793

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/148424793

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/73401523
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Slide 27 – Sample Card: NAID 62703846 (https://catalog.archives.gov/id/62703846)  


 
 
Slide 28 – Records of Name Changes 


• Name changes can be reflected on Petitions for Naturalization and Certificates of 
Naturalization.  Sometimes there are notations on naturalization index cards as well. 


• Modern name change records can be their own series of records transferred from the 
courts, but these do not exist for every court at NARA. 
Example:  USDC Topeka, KS – Petitions for Name Changes, 1992-2014 


• It is very rare to find any information about why a name change occurred (or why an alias 
was used).  Notations indicating name variants do appear in court naturalization records 
and A-Files, but normally no explanation behind it is included. 


 
Slide 29 – Records of Children 


• Records of children are dependent on laws in place at the time and their specific scenario 
(born in US, born abroad, adopted internationally, etc). 


• Children deriving citizenship from their parent normally do not have their own Petitions for 
Naturalization.  They may still have an INS record (A-File or C-File), but will normally not 
appear outside their parent’s Petition in court records. 


• There are cases where a parent is petitioning for citizenship on behalf of their minor child.  
There is a slightly different version of the Petition for Naturalization for these cases, but 
they are filed with the standard Petition forms in our court holdings at NARA.  The parent’s 
name is recorded at the top of the form, and the child’s name appears at the bottom.   
*If you are unsure how a minor child received citizenship, it’s helpful to include parent 
names in the request so we can check all possibilities in our search. 


• Regardless of scenario, you should include ALL known name variants in requests to NARA. 
 



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/62703846

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/28273663
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Slides 30-31 – Dual Citizenship Seekers 


• NARA CAN provide certified copies of records in our holdings and can issue negative search 
letters (as appropriate). 


• NARA CANNOT issue certifications of non-existence, apostille records, change/correct 
records, or provide a certified negative search letter. 


• https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/dual-citizenship-faq  
 
Slide 32 – Contact Us 


• E-mail: kansascity.archives@nara.gov  
• Postal mail:  


National Archives at Kansas City  
400 W. Pershing Rd.  
Kansas City, MO 64108 


• Phone: (816) 268-8000  


 



https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/dual-citizenship-faq
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Not intended to make a profit.  Not an advertisment.  (Hint: Principle #4 for uploading 
Photos, Documents, and Audio Recordings to FamilySearch according to Upload 
Guidelines and Policies for FS.)


"Photos Bring Family Members to Life.  Who's Living in Your Grandma's Attic?"


Having reviewed information for the purpose of protecting others.
Telephones (short form of the word).
Relationships are the main piece of information that prove specifically who you are. This, 
along with your name, date and place is your ________.
Personal, not public. 


Devices that convert documents into digital form.
Devices for capturing visual images.  (They used to use film.)
Something that is needed or useful to carry out a particular function.


Principles of conduct.  Rules of behavior.
The format of information in a computer.


Having to do with changing feelings towards the positive.  A hyphenated word.  Principle 
#3 for uploading Photos, Documents, and Audio Recordings to FamilySearch according to 
Upload Guidelines and Policies for FS.
Suitable or proper in the circumstances.  (Hint: Principle #1 for uploading Photos, 
Documents, and Audio Recordings to FamilySearch according to Upload Guidelines and 
Policies for FS.)
To make a task easier by offering one's services or knowledge.
Closely connected or appropriate.   (Hint: Principle #2 for uploading Photos, Documents, 
and Audio Recordings to FamilySearch according to Upload Guidelines and Policies for 
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Q & A Discussion 1: for Ward Temple and Family 


History Consultants – Char Mitts (facilitator)  
Uniting families for eternity is part of the work of salvation and exaltation. Temple 


and family history work is the means for uniting and sealing families for eternity. 
                    From the General Handbook (Section 25) 


 


Everyone is welcome to attend but this class is geared to those that have temple 


and family history callings within the ward especially those that serve as Temple 


and Family History Consultants or those that support temple and family history 


work in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Most of the class will be 


an open discussion for questions, comments and ideas to help individuals in their 


callings. 


 


 


Outline of the class: 


 What is this class about?  


 Introduce those that are on the Panel – they hold callings in the wards and 


stakes in the area that have to do with temple and family history. There will 


be brief comments from the panel members. 


 Briefly go over the structure of temple & family history callings in the ward 


and stake. Information is from The General Handbook, Section 25, pages 


206-215 


 The majority of the class will be an open question and discussions period. 


The hope is to have a positive dialog of sharing from everyone in the room, 


panel members and attendees. 


◦ Questions you might have about their calling 


◦ What has been done and what currently is being done in your ward 


and/or stake having to do with temple and family history 


◦ Concerns and suggestions 


◦ What suggestion you might have for GenealogyKC that would be 


helpful in your calling in the future  


◦ Topics are open to discussion 


 


 


 







 
The chart may be helpful as we discuss the different callings, the priesthood 


direction, support and training. 
 








Q & A Discussion 2: for Ward Temple and Family 


History Leaders – Char Mitts (facilitator)  
Uniting families for eternity is part of the work of salvation and exaltation. Temple 


and family history work is the means for uniting and sealing families for eternity. 
                    From the General Handbook (Section 25) 


 


Everyone is welcome to attend but this class is geared to those that have temple 


and family history callings within the ward especially those that serve as Temple 


and Family History Leaders or those that support temple and family history work 


in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Most of the class will be an 


open discussion for questions, comments and ideas to help individuals in their 


callings. 


 


 


Outline of the class: 


 What is this class about?  


 Introduce those that are on the Panel – they hold callings in the wards and 


stakes in the area that have to do with temple and family history. There will 


be brief comments from the panel members. 


 Briefly go over the structure of temple & family history callings in the ward 


and stake. Information is from The General Handbook, Section 25, pages 


206-215 


 The majority of the class will be an open question and discussions period. 


The hope is to have a positive dialog of sharing from everyone in the room, 


panel members and attendees. 


◦ Questions you might have about their calling 


◦ What has been done and what currently is being done in your ward 


and/or stake having to do with temple and family history 


◦ Concerns and suggestions 


◦ What suggestion you might have for GenealogyKC that would be 


helpful in your calling in the future  


◦ Topics are open to discussion 


 


 


 







 
The chart may be helpful as we discuss the different callings, the priesthood 


direction, support and training. 
 








Q & A Discussion 3: for Stake and Ward Priesthood 


and Relief Society Leaders supporting Ward Temple 


and Family History – Char Mitts (facilitator)  
Uniting families for eternity is part of the work of salvation and exaltation. Temple 


and family history work is the means for uniting and sealing families for eternity. 
                    From the General Handbook (Section 25) 


 


Everyone is welcome to attend but this class is geared to those that serve in ward 


leadership callings that support temple and family history as well as stake temple 


and family history callings within The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 


Most of the class will be an open discussion for questions, comments and ideas to 


help individuals in their callings. 


 


 


Outline of the class: 


 What is this class about?  


 Introduce those that are on the Panel – they hold callings in the wards and 


stakes in the area that have to do with temple and family history. There will 


be brief comments from the panel members. 


 Briefly go over the structure of temple & family history callings in the ward 


and stake. Information is from The General Handbook, Section 25, pages 


206-215 


 The majority of the class will be an open question and discussions period. 


The hope is to have a positive dialog of sharing from everyone in the room, 


panel members and attendees. 


◦ Questions you might have about their calling 


◦ What has been done and what currently is being done in your ward 


and/or stake having to do with temple and family history 


◦ Concerns and suggestions 


◦ What suggestion you might have for GenealogyKC that would be 


helpful in your calling in the future  


◦ Topics are open to discussion 


 


 


 







 
The chart may be helpful as we discuss the different callings, the priesthood 


direction, support and training. 
 





