
Worship Plan for Saturday, April 11, 2020  

Easter Vigil 

Resurrection of Our Lord: Vigil of Easter 

ELW Resurrection of Our Lord: Vigil of Easter 

Saturday, April 11, 2020 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from 

death to life, we gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the 

passover of Jesus Christ. Through light and the word, through water and oil, bread and wine, we 

proclaim Christ’s death and resurrection, share Christ’s triumph over sin and death, and await 

Christ’s coming again in glory. 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. Bless this new fire, 

and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising, until we feast at 

the banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the risen Christ. Renew 

your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you in sincerity and truth 

and may shine as a light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

VIGIL READINGS 

 

FIRST PRAYER 

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully 

restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 



Amen. 

 

SECOND PRAYER 

O God, strength of the powerless and light in all darkness: Look in mercy upon your church, a 

wonderful and sacred mystery, that it may be an ark of peace in the midst of chaos. Let the whole 

world come to see that what was fallen is being raised up, that what was old is being made new, 

and that all things are being restored to wholeness through the one from whom they first took 

being, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THIRD PRAYER 

God and Father of all the faithful, you promised your servant Abraham that he would become the 

father of many nations, and through this gift of faith you increase your chosen people throughout 

he world. Form us anew by the death of your Son, that we may joyfully accept the new life of 

grace given through him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FOURTH PRAYER 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day: By the power of your 

mighty arm you once delivered your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, a sign for us of 

the salvation offered to everyone by the water of baptism. Grant that all the peoples of earth may 

partake in the salvation of the Israelites and together dance on the safe side of the sea, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIFTH PRAYER 

Holy God, you created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the whole earth by 

your Spirit. Give now the water of life to all who thirst for you, that, rejoicing in your covenant 

of mercy, we may bring forth abundant fruit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SIXTH PRAYER 

O God, our wisdom, teacher of truth, you fill your house by continuing to call all peoples into the 

way of insight. With your food and drink sustain us in the path of justice, and by your love watch 

over those whom you have called through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SEVENTH PRAYER 

God of holiness and mercy, in the dying and rising of Christ you have established a new 

covenant of reconciliation for us all. Cleanse our hearts and give us a new spirit, that by your 

saving grace we may live as your people, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

EIGHTH PRAYER 

Living God, by the death and resurrection of your Son you have brought us out of sin into 

righteousness and out of death into life. Breathe into us your life-giving Spirit, that receiving the 



gifts of word and sacrament, we may live in the hope of all your blessings to come, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

NINTH PRAYER 

Sovereign God, by the resurrection of your Son you offer us victory in our struggles, a city for 

our refuge, the joy of the beloved, and festival celebration. Gather all the outcast into your 

mercy, and restore your whole creation through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

TENTH PRAYER 

O God of deliverance, you saved Jonah through the waters of death, and after three days you 

brought him to new life. Speak to us by this sign, and call us to repentance, that we may heed the 

voice of your risen Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

ELEVENTH PRAYER 

O God, the life of all the earth, throughout the ages you sustain and comfort your people, and 

you clothe us with beauty and joy. Anoint us with the Spirit of the resurrection, that we may 

extend your healing to all that is broken in your world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

TWELFTH PRAYER 

Almighty and eternal God, the only hope of the world, by the proclamation of your prophets you 

declare to us the word of salvation. By the grace of your Spirit increase the devotion of all the 

baptized, that, strengthened by your presence, we may withstand hardship and sorrow and be 

united with your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SERMON 

 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Gen 1:1-2:4a Creation 

Gen 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18 Flood 

Gen 22:1-18 Test of Abraham 

Exo 14:10-31; 15: 20-21 Red Sea Deliverance 

Isaiah 55:1-11 Salvation for All 

Prov 8:1-8; 19-21; 9:4b-6 OR Baruch 3:9-15-4:4 The Wisdom of God 

Ezek 36:24-28 New Heart and Spirit 

Ezek37:1-14 Dry Bones 

Zeph 3:14-20 Gathering God's People 

Jonah 1:1-2:1 Jonah 

Isa 51:1-4;9-11 Garments of Salvation 

Dan 3:1-29 Fiery Furnace 

Rom 6:3-11 Death and Life like Christ 

John 20:1-18 Lord, The Gardener 

 


