Worship Plan for Sunday, March 14, 2021
4 Lent

Fourth Sunday in Lent

ELW Holy Communion Setting Four
Sunday, March 14, 2021

Introduction to the day

The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

RECORD

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GREETING
Welcome to worship today, we are glad to have you with our Faith Lutheran Church community.
I'm Pr. John Barton and I will be leading our service today.

This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it! Praise Christ, no cloudy
day, no isolation, no fear can darken the light which Jesus shines in our lives!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Some notes on the service, as you have seen, | will remove my face mask when | am up speaking
in order to not impede the sound, replacing it when | am done.

Also, if you need to exit at any time during the service, please feel free to. We just ask that as
you exit, please be careful and look around for other cars.

Monday: hymn planners at 9am
Tuesday: Cheer at 10am
Wednesday: Midweek Lenten Devotional Service on our Website each week by supper time.

Thursday: Finance at 1:00 on Zoom; Call to Prayer and Worship at 4:00 on
Zoom Telephone Call

Other: Join us this afternoon for our New member class on zoom. New and current members are
welcome to join our usual zoom link or call in at 2pm and welcome in those new members in our
community, we will have another class on the 28" at 2pm as well.



LRCC Sweatshirt Fundraiser, help support the amazing ministry which has contributed to so
many of our worship and now Lenten devotional services. Hoodie for $40 and sweatshirt for
$35. This fundraiser will be going on through March

For more information and a complete monthly calendar, contact the church office. Thank you!

AND NOW PLEASE TURN TO PAGE

GATHERING SONG Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (LBW 448) with - Peter
Hollens feat. Home Free

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (Melody).tif

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the -+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued
us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING:

A reading from Numbers.

‘From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of
Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. °The people spoke against God and against
Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food
and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” °Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among
the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take
away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And the LORD said to Moses,
“Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and
live.” °So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit
someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING:

A reading from Ephesians.

“You were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived, following the course of
this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those
who are disobedient. *All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the
desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. ‘But
God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us “even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved—°and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
’so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus. °For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God—°not the result of works, so that no one may boast. ‘°For we are
what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to
be our way of life.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL:
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] **““Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, *“that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

**““For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.

"“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him. **Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those
who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the



only Son of God. “And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. ?For all who do evil hate the light
and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 'But those who do what is
true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
AND NOW PLEASE TURN TO PAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY
Thy Word is a Lamp (not in the books) with Amy Grant

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.

You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness of the church
throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and ministries of service in your
name. Bless our partners in ministry (specific mission partners may be named), our ELCA global
partner churches, and Young Adults in Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness areas and
cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry creatures; bless
farmers as they prepare for the growing season. Hear us, O God.



Your mercy is great.

You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times of crisis and
scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and drought (especially).
Bring peace in places where scarce resources cause violence. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are hungry or
without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give healing to those who are
sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that grace, that we show
mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry, especially children, and bless our
ministries of feeding and shelter (especially). Give us patience and courage when the way seems
long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise you for all who
have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of your promises. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PRAYER LIST

Gloria Anderson; Nancy Blackmer; Julie Chevraux; Vicki Crow; Gale Eury; Joni
Gray; Bill Hallahan Marlon Jay; Francis Key; Iver & Lois Linge; Carol Morris; Pat
Myers; Ron Neumen; Tina Peteroski & Peggy Wharton & family; Edy Rose; Dee
Seel; Jan Simon; Amy Sinclair; Earlean Wagner; Mary Yturralde; the homebound;
the Emergency responders; and those grieving and anticipating surgery/tests.

If you would like your name added to our prayer list, please contact the church
office.

PRAYER IN PANDEMIC

Merciful God, you give us the grace that helps in time of need. Almighty God, your love never
fails. Help us to receive your word with believing hearts, so that, confident in your promises, we
may have hope and be lifted out of sorrow into the joy and peace of your presence.

God of health and healing, surround us with your steadfast love and lighten our burden. We
especially pray for those affected by COVID-19 and those who have lost loved ones.

We also hold in prayer our healthcare providers, first responders, essential workers, and all who
continue to serve so that others can maintain safety. By the power of your Spirit, free us from
distress and give us a new mind and a heart made whole in the name of the risen Christ.

Amen

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.



And also with you.
Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.

OFFERING

At this time, we remember that the giving of our offering is an authentic part of worship.

Instead of passing around the offering plate, we ask that you continue to mail your offerings to
the church, to drop them off during office hours, or use your bank's bill pay service. We take this
offering time to give thanks for God’s gifts. One of those gifts is our community of Faith Lutheran
Church and the gift of keeping us together through the work of the Holy Spirit and the work of
our Faith family.

This month we are highlighting the ministry and spiritual gift of __Hospitality . In particular,
we are focusing on the upcoming New Member Class on March 4th.

The apostle Paul describes Spiritual Gifts in 1 Corinthians saying: “There are varieties of gifts,
but the same Spirit; there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone."

Your offering, gathered in praise of God, helps to activate this ministry by _ funding the
educational material and through members giving time to walk with new members though the
process of becoming new members of our congregation__. The participants and members who
benefit from this ministry share their gratitude to all of you for your gifts which make it possible.
So thank you for the phone calls to each other, for your prayers for each other, for all the ways
you give your gifts to God’s church and one another.

Thank you so much!

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill
us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus
Christ, our redeemer and Lord.

Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.



It is right to give our thanks and praise.

INSTRUCTION OF COMMUNION AT HOME
Let us pray,

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread,

be present with those who partake and share your word and sacrament. We remember
you in the celebration of the sacrament and remember that you unite us as the body of
Christ whether we are together in-person or together while apart.

In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament,
and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence

through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

At this point in the service, for those at home, please bring bread and drink for
communion. For those in attendance, we invite you to bring your own bread to the
service, if you have done so please take it out now. Also for those coming in-person,
please do not bring wine in the car for services as it is alcohol. Instead, we invite you to bring
grape juice or water. If you have your communion elements gathered, I'd invite you to
share with anyone in your household, and if you do not, know that the restoration and
healing found in this sacrament still reach you wherever you are.

While worshipping during the pandemic, we will be instituting communion a bit
differently. These Words of Institution bless the eucharistic elements wherever you are,
trusting in the all-reaching power and grace of God to provide the complete and total
sacrament to us in these extraordinary times when we come to Christ's table in our own
way and our own place. Once you have your eucharistic elements of bread and drink,
and after the words of institution, you may commune yourself along with anyone else in
your household. In all cases, you may commune saying:

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

And so,

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.



Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,

who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION



The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING SONG

At the end of the service, | will go down and wave to send you off. For everyone's safety, please
keep your windows up and if you have any messages for me, please call the church or call me
directly.

Please enjoy our final song before the blessing.

AND NOW PLEASE TURN TO PAGE

SENDING SONG My Faith Looks Up to Thee (LBW 479) with Islington Baptist
Church

My Faith Looks Up to Thee (Melody).tif

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

SENDING

Thank you for joining us in worship today! In order to exit, please allow the middle rows to exit
first, starting with the cars closest to the exit. Please allow the car in front of you to go first and if
you are not ready to exit yet, please wave the next car to go ahead of you, and then you will wait
to the end to exit yourself. Once the middle rows have gone, the front row can then follow them.
Finally, as you leave you may also want to turn your volume down on your radio if you turned it
up at the beginning of the service so so it isn't too loud when you turn to another channel.

We look forward to seeing you next week. Go with God's peace.
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