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Introduction to the day 

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, 

the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, 

sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured 

and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory 

over death, yet we await the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as 

our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds. 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GREETING 

Welcome to worship today, we are glad to have you with our Faith Lutheran Church community. 

I'm Pr. John Barton and I will be leading our service today.  

This is Christ the King Sunday and it is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad 

in it! Praise Christ, no cloudy day, no isolation, no fear can darken the light which Jesus shines in 

our lives! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Monday: 

Tuesday: Funeral for Jim Gray via Zoom at 1pm 

Wednesday: Finance at 1pm 

Thursday: Thanksgiving 

Other: 

For more information and a complete monthly calendar, contact the church office. Thank you! 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 



Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 

live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 

power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 

sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 

again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 

life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the 

riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the 

world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: 

A reading from Ezekiel. 
11Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As 

shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my 

sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds 

and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, 

and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 

watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and 

the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing 

land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the 

shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, 

and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, 

but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 

  20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and 



the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals 

with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no 

longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 

  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall 

feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David 

shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: 

A reading from Ephesians. 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 

reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 

as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what 

is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 

saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 

the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from 

the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority 

and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 

the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all 

things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDRENS CHAT 

 

GOSPEL: 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 

him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and 

he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and 

he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at 

his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave 

me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the 

righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 

thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in 

prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 

one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to 

those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the 

devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 



clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when 

was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 

take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of 

the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 

the righteous into eternal life.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the 

church, the world, and all in need. 

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social 

ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the 

needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages (especially). Grant opportunities for ending 

divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and 

prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped away 

(especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who 

work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of 

young people. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the sick. 

Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all 

creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER LIST 

Gloria Anderson;  Nancy Blackmer; Julie Chevraux; Vicki Crow; Bob Eury; Sonja 
Gautsche; Jim & Joni Gray; Francis Key; Iver & Lois Linge; Carol Morris; Pat Myers; 

Ron Neumen; Tina Peteroski & Peggy Wharton & family; Edy Rose; Dee Seel; Jan 
Simon; Amy Sinclair; Earlean Wagner; Mary Yturralde; the homebound; the 
Emergency responders; and those grieving and anticipating surgery/tests. 
If you would like your name added to our prayer list, please contact the church 
office.  
 

 

 

PRAYER IN PANDEMIC 

Merciful God, you give us the grace that helps in time of need. Almighty God, your love never 

fails. Help us to receive your word with believing hearts, so that, confident in your promises, we 

may have hope and be lifted out of sorrow into the joy and peace of your presence. 

God of health and healing, surround us with your steadfast love and lighten our burden. We 

especially pray for those affected by COVID-19 and those who have lost loved ones.  

We also hold in prayer our healthcare providers, first responders, essential workers, and all who 

continue to serve so that others can maintain safety. By the power of your Spirit, free us from 

distress and give us a new mind and a heart made whole in the name of the risen Christ. 

Amen 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
At this time, we remember that the giving of our offering is an authentic part of worship.  



In this time of the offering, in place of passing around the offering plate, we ask that you 
continue to mail your offerings to the church, to drop them off during office hours, or use your 
bank's bill pay service. We will emphasize this time of offering as a time for us to also give 
thanks for God’s gifts. One of those gifts is our community of Faith Lutheran Church and the gift 
of keeping us together through the work of the Holy Spirit and the work of our Faith family. So 
thank you for the phone calls to each other, for your prayers for each other, for all the ways you 
have been giving your gifts to God’s church and one another.  
Thank you so much!  
 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill 

us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus 

Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

INSTRUCTION OF COMMUNION AT HOME 

Let us pray, 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: 

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, 

be present with those who partake and share your word and sacrament. We remember 
you in the celebration of the sacrament and remember that you unite us as the body of 
Christ whether we are together in-person or together while apart.  

In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, 

and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence 

through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 



At this point in the service, for those at home, please bring bread and drink for 
communion, preferably wine or grape juice but it can also be water. If you have 
communion elements gathered, I'd invite you to share with anyone in your household, 
and if you do not, know that the restoration and healing found in this sacrament still 
reaches you wherever you are.  

While worshipping during the pandemic, we will be instituting communion a bit 
differently. These Words of Institution bless the eucharistic elements wherever you are, 
trusting in the all-reaching power and grace of God to provide the complete and total 
sacrament to us in these extraordinary times when we come to Christ's table in our own 
way and our own place. Once you have your eucharistic elements of bread and drink, 
and after the words of institution, you may commune yourself along with anyone else in 
your household. In all cases, you may commune saying:  

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

And so,  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 



thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 

making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 

proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

MUSIC REMINDER 

Be sure to watch our separate prelude and postlude music selections if you haven't already. 

Those videos can be found above and below this worship video on our website.   

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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