
Worship Plan for Sunday, September 19, 2021 * 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Introduction to the day 
Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over 
which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. 
Then, to make it concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are 
called to welcome the children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily 
interaction, and to give them a place of honor in the assembly.  
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
 

GREETING 
Welcome to worship today, we are glad to have you with our Faith Lutheran Church 
community. I'm Rev. Rex Wignall and I will be leading our service today.  

This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

ASSISTING MINISTER: ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PLEASE NOTE: Because of the recent continued dramatic increase in positive COVID 
case rates in the city and county, it is necessary that everyone must wear a mask, 
regardless of vaccination status, during worship and all other in-person gatherings at 
Faith Lutheran Church. This policy is necessary for us to continue having in-person 
gatherings and we appreciate your participation and understanding. If you have 
forgotten your mask, please raise your hand and the ushers will provide one. 

The Executive Committee has also decided to continue Confirmation classes but pause 
all other Sunday School classes. We will also discontinue the Children's Chat during 
the service, for now.  

Tuesday, the 21st: 4 Plus 1 Group meets at 10:00 am in person 

Wednesday, the 22nd: Stewardship meets at 10:00 am in person and on Zoom; 
Finance meets at 1:00 pm on Zoom  

Thursday: Bible Study is at 2:00 pm in person 

Friday: Al-Anon meets at 10:30 am 

Other: A small blue envelope has been placed in the member mailboxes, to be used 
on October 3rd for Women of the ELCA Thankoffering Sunday. Members - please 



check your mailbox after worship this morning - socially distancing, of course. If you 
who don't have a mailbox yet, please take an envelope from the table in the narthex. 

For more information and a complete monthly calendar, contact the church office. 
Thank you! 
 

AND NOW PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 588 
Please stand as you are willing and able.  
GATHERING SONG: There's a Wideness in God's Mercy (LORD, REVIVE US) (ELW 588) 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved 
children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your 



ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD: God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING:  Proverbs 31:10-31 
10A capable wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels. 11The heart of her 
husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain. 12She does him good, and not 
harm, all the days of her life. 13She seeks wool and flax, and works with willing hands. 
14She is like the ships of the merchant, she brings her food from far away. 15She rises 
while it is still night and provides food for her household and tasks for her servant-
girls. 16She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a 
vineyard. 17She girds herself with strength, and makes her arms strong. 18She perceives 
that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does not go out at night. 19She puts her 
hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. 20She opens her hand to the poor, 
and reaches out her hands to the needy. 21She is not afraid for her household when it 
snows, for all her household are clothed in crimson. 22She makes herself coverings; her 
clothing is fine linen and purple. 23Her husband is known in the city gates, taking his 
seat among the elders of the land. 24She makes linen garments and sells them; she 
supplies the merchant with sashes. 25Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she 
laughs at the time to come. 26She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of 
kindness is on her tongue. 27She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not 
eat the bread of idleness. 28Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband too, 
and he praises her: 29"Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all." 
30Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD is to be 
praised. 31Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the 
city gates. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALMODY: Psalm 1 
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in the 
way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
2Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s teaching day and 
night. 
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with 
leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
4It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the sinner 
in the council of the righteous. 



6For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall be 
destroyed. 
 

SECOND READING: James 3:13-4:3; 7-8a 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works 
are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does 
not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is 
envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 
17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full 
of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.4: 1Those conflicts and 
disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings 
that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you commit 
murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and 
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit 
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw near 
to God, and he will draw near to you. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL: Mark 9:30-37 
The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want 
anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man 
is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being 
killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he was saying and were 
afraid to ask him. 33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he 
asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for 
on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, 
called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and 
servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his 
arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes 
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON: Godly Wisdom vs. Worldly Wisdom 
 
 
 



AND NOW PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 666 
Please stand as you are willing and able.  
HYMN OF THE DAY What Wondrous Love Is This (ELW 666) 
 

ASSISTING MINISTER 
We continue as we confess our faith using the words of the Apostle's Creed.   
 

CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PASTOR AND ASSISTING MINISTER: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our love for 
you. Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to work together for 
your sake. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care for 
this world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, and individual efforts 
to heal our environment. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict (especially). 
Inspire leaders to listen to each other and work towards peaceful solutions to 
disagreements. Protect the vulnerable, especially children, who cannot find safety in 
their home or country. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. Help them find 
appropriate care. Bring healing and wholeness when the path forward seems bleak. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. Renew in us 
your call to welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, strengthen their faith 
and our commitment to them. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray for 
all who grieve today (especially). Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Boss Anderson; Gloria Anderson; Julie Chevraux; Daniel Conner; Vicki Crow; Sally 
Duncan; Joni Gray; Kally Homchick; Marlon Jay; Francis Key; Patsy Loughboro; Sandra 
Miller; Carol Morris; Pat Myers; Sheila Neal; Ron Neumen; Tina Peteroski & family; 
Andrew Quinn; Edy Rose; Dee Seel; Jan Simon; Earlean Wagner; Ken Wall; Diana Ward; 
Bernie Weston; Mary Yturralde; the homebound; the Emergency responders; and 
those grieving and anticipating surgery/tests.  

We especially pray for those affected by COVID-19 and those who have lost loved 
ones. 

At this time we also pray for those we name aloud or silently in our hearts.  

If you would like your name added to our prayer list, please contact the church office.  
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
At this time, we remember that the giving of our offering is an authentic part of 
worship.  
 

This month we are highlighting the ministry of WOMEN OF THE ELCA (W-ELCA) and 
the spiritual gifts of Faith, Giving, Exhortation and Service.  
 

In 2 Corinthians 9:7, Paul says “Each of you should give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

The apostle Paul describes Spiritual Gifts in 1 Corinthians saying: “There are varieties 
of gifts, but the same Spirit; there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and 



there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 
everyone." 

Your offering, gathered in praise of God, helps this ministry and deeper than that, you 
are practicing your faith in a very real way by answering God's call to participate and 
activate the ministries of this congregation which we all love so much!  
 

Thank you so much for all the ways you give and help to make the ministries of this 
church possible! 
 

ASSISTING MINISTER: OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself 
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

MEAL: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE (ELW p. 153) 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 

 
 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

INSTRUCTION FOR COMMUNION 
Now, I invite you to gather bread and drink for communion and share with anyone in 
your household.  

As a note, it helps to take the wafer off first then the juice separately afterward.  

Gathering at Christ's table, we trust in God's all-reaching power and grace to provide 
each one of us the complete and total sacrament in these extraordinary times.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with 
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 



Spirit that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in 
the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
AND NOW PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 781 
Please stand as you are willing and able.  
SENDING SONG Children of the Heavenly Father (ELW 781) 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

ASSISTING MINISTER: DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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