
 



About Tidewater Wind
Tidewater Winds Concert Band is comprised of 60

talented woodwind, brass, and percussion musicians
from across the Hampton Roads Virginia region
representing various military branches, careers,

academia, college bands, and orchestras. Tidewater
Winds is one of a handful of Concert Bands like it in the

country, preserving the unique heritage of American
Concert Bands. Within the Concert Band are several

smaller ensembles performing community outreach and
educational programs.

Our Mission
The Mission of Tidewater Winds is to provide quality

concert band programming in the Hampton Roads
region. Through community partnerships and local

initiatives, Tidewater Winds works to provide musical
performances, special projects, and educational

programming at the highest level of excellence. It is our
charge to musically serve the Hampton Roads region

while offering equity and inclusion to all audiences. We
aim to encourage education, socialization, and unity

through our musical programs. 

Learn more at www.tidewaterwinds.org



Dear Friends of the Winds,

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the Tidewater Winds program, “Winter Winds”.  
Like many of you, this is my favorite time of the year.  Time to spend with our family,
friends and tonight, with each other as we enjoy some of our holiday favorites. I want to
take a moment to thank you, our loyal patrons who continue to support us with your
presence and financial support. Our concert this evening celebrates the season with the
Winds performing some of our very favorite holiday arrangements. Many of you will be
hearing either the Winds and/or our guest artists for the first time.  Welcome!  
 
The first half of tonight’s concert opens with a fanfare arrangement of two perennial
holiday favorites, “O Come, All Ye faithful and Joy to the World”.    We turn to the music of
local composer Stephen Melillo, in an awe inspired arrangement of “Of Come Holy Night”.  
We are thrilled to welcome the angelic voices of the children's choir from Old Donation
School, Brickell Academy for Advanced Academics and Arts, under the direction of Ashley
Adams and Sue Davis.  The students will sing “Believe” from the beloved holiday move The
Polar Express.  The students will be joined by guest vocalist, Amanda Batcher, who will
grace the stage singing to sing a world premier arrangement of Michael Mott’s, “Christmas
will you Stay”.  In keeping with the program title, we will perform Robert W. Smith’s
arrangement of Gustave Holt’s composition, “In the Bleak Midwinter.  We will close the first
half with a work from Stephen Melillo that is written in celebration of Chanukah.

We open the second half of our program with Robert Longfield’s arrangement of
“Emanuel”.  Amanda rejoins the band for another new holiday song, “Love is Christmas”
and then will sing a touching performance of "Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas".  We
then turn to contemporary selections from two of the most popular holiday touring groups
of all time, Mannheim Steamroller, and the Trans-Siberian Orchestra.  We will close with
Leroy Anderson’s timeless classic “Sleigh Ride” and the Winds signature arrangement of
“Christmas and Sousa Forever”

Thank you for once again making our 2023 season so special for the Winds.  The previous
38 years would not have been possible without your continued generosity and support. I
am grateful and humbled by your kindness, your support, and continued presence at our
concert performances. 
I wish you, your family and friends, music, peace and a blessed holiday season.  
Musically Yours, 
John H. Brewington
John Brewington
Conductor and Music Director,
Tidewater Winds



Amanda Batcher
Ms Batcher is thrilled to be returning to her hometown to
perform with Tidewater Winds! She is a graduate of Kellam
High School and Old Dominion University. In Hampton Roads
she performed with Hurrah Players, VSO, Todi Music Festival,
the Tattoo, Royster Presbyterian and served as Miss Norfolk
2004. Some of her national theatre credits include Les
Misérables, Scrooge the Musical, and Some Enchanted
Evening. Her cabaret work is comprised of several solo shows
including Finding Beauty which debuted in NYC's Laurie
Beechman Theatre, and a Sondheim cabaret directed by
Lonny Price. Currently splitting her time between Charlotte,
NC and NYC, Amanda works as a print model for clients such
as Vera Bradley, Lands End, Soft Surroundings and Home
Depot. She also runs Amanda Batcher Voice Studio, teaching
virtual voice lessons to students spanning four time zones and
five decades in age. Thank you to Mom, Dad, Mames, and
Bryan. www.AmandaBatcher.com

Old Donation Chorus
The Old Donation School Chorus

The Old Donation School Chorus Children’s Choir features
students in fourth, fifth, and sixth grade. Students enrolled in
chorus participate in concerts, field trips, and local
performances.  While in chorus, the students learn aspects of
vocal performance through ensemble and solo work and
engage in learning music literacy skills, music history, foreign
languages, teamwork, collaboration, and creativity. The
chorus is under the director of Mrs. Sue Davis (Elementary
School) and Mrs. Ashley Landon (Middle School).



 

“I first learned about the Tidewater Winds
Concert Band in 2004 when I met Stuart Cake,
a former member of the TW Board who passed

away in 2018. Stuart’s enthusiasm for
Tidewater Winds was infectious and I couldn’t

wait to attend a concert when I moved to
Virginia Beach in 2006. Sure enough, I

immediately became a big fan and loved
attending concerts and following Stuart

around as he cheerfully greeted Board and
band members and concert-goers. The

atmosphere at concerts is always upbeat and I
love how our audiences say they appreciate

the wonderful concerts  and can’t wait for the
next one!  Even though Stuart is no longer with

us in person, I feel his spirit most vividly
whenever Tidewater Winds perform!

May the Spirit of Christmas be with you all!”
-Bet Cake

Remembering Stuart Cake 
The Spirit of Christmas



Tidewater Winds is grateful to our community
partners, corporate funders, government grants,

and individual donors! 
We Thank You! 

Integrated Management Group 
Beazley Foundation

Towne Bank Foundation
William W. Bishop Trust

Fidelity
Kroger

Tidewater Jewish Foundation
Chesapeake Parks & Recreation

Olde Towne Business Association
Amazon, Inc

Scherzo Music Club
Virginia Beach Rotary

Norfolk Rotary
Chesapeake Rotary
Kiwanis Chesapeake

Kiwanis Norfolk
Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers

Slover Library
Chesapeake Public Schools
Portsmouth Public Schools

Mr. and Mrs. John C. Brewington
Chesapeake Fine Arts Commission

Portsmouth Arts Commission
Norfolk Arts and Humanities

Virginia Beach Commission for the Arts
Arts Alliance

VA Commission for the Arts
Mrs Susan Einhorn

Mr. Matthew E. Weinstein
Khedive Shriners

Global Spectrum, LP
Kiwanis Club Of Norfolk

FX Theatre
Wasserhund Brewery

Wall, Einhorn, and Chernitzer
Virginia Beach Libraries

Virginia Beach Parks and Recreation
Chesapeake Libraries

Virginia Beach Public Schools
Norfolk Public Schools



Tidewater Winds provides one of the regions most ambitious and
powerful education programs for an arts organization of its size. We serve

elementary, middle and high schools with concerts, clinics, and master
classes while also providing High Schools and Colleges with music, media,

and arts administration internship opportunities. 

Our musicians provide support to the Band Together program in Norfolk
along with high school music partnerships.

Life-long learning is another element of our ongoing education offerings
as apparent in the program descriptions and open concert dialogue. 

Our newest project RiME, enhances 3rd-4th grade literacy skills with
Reading and Music Appreciation through the story of Pinocchio.

Reading in Music Education program (R.i.M.E.)
Student Intern Program

Band Clinics
Master Classes

In-School K-5 Concerts
Little Library Winds

Life-Long Learning Projects
Band Together (with Academy of Music)

Education in the Winds



Old Donation School
Home of the Brickell Academy for Advanced

Academics and Arts
Virginia Beach, VA

Brickell Academy (formerly known as Kemps Landing/Old
Donation School) is a centralized, full-time, gifted school

serving academically gifted students in grades two through
eight. The current school was created in 2014 by the merger of

Kemps Landing Magnet School (Middle School) and Old
Donation Center (Elementary School).



Winter Winds

Festival Fanfare for Christmas                                                                      John Wasson

O Come Holy Night                                                                                    Stephen Melillo 

Believe                                                                                     Silvestri/Ballard, arr. Hayes
Old Donation School Childrens Choir

Christmas Will  You Stay                                                  Michael Mott, arr. Scharnberg
Amanda Batcher and Old Donation School School Childrens Choir

In the Bleak Midwinter                                                                Gustav Holst, arr. Smith

Jingle Bells Goes Rio                                                                        Traditional, Willi Marz 

Pat-a-pan                                                                                       Traditional, arr. Wallace

Festival of Light!                                                                                          Stephen Melillo
        

INTERMISSION

And He Shall be Called Emmanuel                                                        Robert Longfield

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year                                           Pola/Wyle, arr. Moss

Love is Christmas                                                              Sara Bareille,  arr. Brewington
Amanda Batcher

Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas                            Martin & Blane, arr. Wagner
Amanda Batcher

Christmas Eve in Sarajevo                Trans-Siberian Orchestra, arr. Phillips & Megaw

Sleigh Ride                                                                                                  Leroy Anderson

Christmas and Sousa Forever                                              J. P. Sousa, arr. Julie Giroux



I am grateful for the musicians,
staff, and board of Tidewater

Winds, who make this
organization truly remarkable.

And as always I am grateful for
our patrons, audiences, and

donors that continue to fuel this
powerful music and mission. It is

a pleasure to have so many
dedicated followers helping to

support our work. Thank you all
for helping Tidewater Winds grow
and for maintaining our programs. 

As we celebrate the Holidays,
may there be light in our homes,
love in our hearts, and peace in

our world. 
-Matthew Weinstein

 

A message from Board President,
Matthew Weinstein



We’ve got a present for you!
Don’t open until July

2024!

I ' M  D R E A M I N G  O F  A
C O O L  S U M M E R !

Tidewater Winds Free Summer Concert
Series begins July 4th, 2024! 

Mark your calendars!



Tidewater Winds Golf Tournament
May 10, 2024

Join Tidewater Winds Staff, Musicians, Board and
Volunteers to help raise funds to support our powerful
Music education program. Save the Date... May 10th,

2024 at Oceanview Golf Course, Norfolk VA with a
shotgun start at 8:30 AM.

Join before April 15th for the early bird price of 
$100 per player

Your entry supports...

20 Free Summer Concerts
25 Student Musician Interns

The RiME Project, Reading in Music Education

OCEANVIEW GOLF COURSE
9610 NORFOLK AVE. NORFOLK VA 23503

757-480-3215

https://tidewaterwinds.org/golf-tournament

CONTACT
BRETT & RACHAEL TRUSSELL

TIDEWATER WINDS 757-480-0953
office@tidewaterwinds.org



Provide a high level of instrumental music instruction for individuals of
all abilities.
Give individuals with disabilities the opportunity to learn a band
instrument.
Teach group cooperation, team work and ensemble playing skills.
Bring people in the community together to perform and enjoy music,
supporting each other in an ensemble experience.

Tidewater Winds is proud to continue to partner with 
the Academy of Music's “Band Together”  program.

Band-Together is a pilot program that provides instrumental music
instruction for individuals with and without disabilities on traditional band
instruments (flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, trombone, percussion.)
Taught by Ms. Karen Jackson and Ms. Beckie Jones, both veteran band
teachers with experience with people with disabilities, the program offers
individual or small group lessons and a weekly evening ensemble
rehearsal..

The objectives of the Band-Together pilot program are to:

Tidewater Winds is a unique, professional, non-profit concert band
performing ca wide variety of music and traditional repertoire. We

provide a free summer concert series, Holiday Concerts, Music
Education, and more to the Hampton Roads community. Tidewater

Winds Concert Band is comprised of 65 talented musicians. In addition
to our Primary Concert Band, we promote the Big Band, Jazz Band
Brass Quintet, and Woodwind Quartet to spread joy, and happiness.

www.tidewaterwinds.org





The Marty Einhorn
Mentorship Award

Tidewater Winds past Board President
Marty Einhorn exemplified the mission of
helping others. Our Board and Staff honor
Marty with the annual "Marty Einhorn
Mentorship Award". The award goes to a
person impacting our community by offering
support through Tidewater Winds or to the
Greater Hampton Roads region. Through
guidance, mentoring, and volunteer work,
our award winner will exemplify self-
sacrifice and support that celebrates the
goodness of  humanity and the world
around us. One award recipient will be
announced annually. This year’s first
recipient goes to an individual that has
impacted students in his many years of
musical service. Eddie Knakal.

Eddie Knakal, clarinet, is Concertmaster and
principal clarinet of Tidewater Winds. He
took up the clarinet when he was eleven and
began studying with the late Alberto
Asercion. Eddie continued his studies with
Mr. Asercion and Martin Pachey in college.
He furthered his studies with William Wright
of the National Symphony in Washington
D.C. and Leon Russianoff at Julliard School
in New York. He has performed with the
Virginia Symphony, Symphonicity, Norfolk
Chamber Consort, and many others. He is a
dedicated teacher with a very active studio,  
and has molded many former students who
are now principal players in national
orchestras and many United States military
bands. Thank you for being a mentor!

To nominate an individual for this honor, or to contribute to this fund, please email
office@tidewaterwinds.org or call 757-480-0953

2023 Tidewater Winds Mentorship Award
Eddie Knakal



Mr. and Mrs. Bill Abrams
Mrs. and Mrs. Beryl Adler

Mr Steve Ambrose
  American Builders Construction 

  Arts Alliance
Ms. Susie Asercion

Mr Daniel Athanasasatos
Ms. Barbara Atkins
Mrs Kathryn Barrett

Mr. and Mrs. Max Barton
Mr. Bart Barton

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Batkin
Ms. Doris Bauer

  Beazley Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Benegar

Ms. June Berglund
Mr. and Mrs. David Bernd

Mr. Gilbert Binder
Ms. Wendy Bookhout

Mr. Alan Brown
Ms. Helen Bowser

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Brewer
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Brewington

Mrs. Sylvia Brewington
Mr. Michael Broadhurst

Mrs. Judith Brooks
Ms. June Bunting

Mr. & Mrs. Frank & Jean Burns
Mrs. Bet Cake

Ms. Stephanie Calliott
  Chesapeake Rotary Foundation

Mrs Linda L. Chin
Mr. and Mrs. William Coakley

 Jo Fannin Cohen & Stanley Cohen
Ms. Rita Consolvo

Mrs. Bettie Minette Cooper
Ms. Nellie Cucinotta

Ms. Bess Decker
Mr. and Mrs. Stanwood Dickman

Ms. Donna Dugan
Mr. Dan Edwards

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Eilberg
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Einhorn

Mrs Susan Einhorn
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Fanshaw

  Fidelity
Mr. Ellard Forrester

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Freedman
Mr. and Mrs. John Fulton

  Global Spectrum, LP
Mr. Henry Gottlieb

 Nancy  Graham
Mrs Francis Grainger

Mr. Tom Graper
Ms. Elsie Greer

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Maresh Gupta

Ms. Cynthia Hagen
Ms. Adelaide Hamilton
Mr. Edward Haywood

Ms Barbara Heckel
Ms. Donna Henry

Ms. Patricia Herzog
Ms. Peggy Hinkle
Mr. David Holley

 Richard Jr. and Claire Hornbeck
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Hudson

  IMG- Integrated Management 

Thank You Annual Donors



Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Reno
Ms. Mary Richardson

Ms. Dianne Ringer
Mr. Raymond Rodrigues
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Rosen

Mr. and Mrs. W.D. Rosenberg
Ms. Virginia Saavedra

Dr. and Mrs. Warren Sachs
Mr. John Saunders

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Scherck
  Scherzo Music Club
Ms. Jean Schimmel

  Schwaab Charitable
Mr. Roger Scofield

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Scudder
Ms. Miriam Seeherman

Mrs Kay B. Shields
  Chesapeake Khedive Shriners

Capt Paul Siebeking
Mr. and Mrs. Wolf Smith-Butz

Mr. and Mrs. Helmut Speckheuer
Mr. and Mrs. George Spelman

Ms. Susan Strattner
Ms. Dolly Sturgis

Ms. Jayne Sullivan
 Michael & Gail Tebeleff

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Thorbjornsen
Mr. & Mrs. Brett & Rachel Trussell

  Tidewater Jewish Foundation
 Towne Bank Foundation
 Troutman Saunders, LLP

Dr. Witold Turkiewicz
Virginia Commission for the Arts

Mr. Matthew Weinstein
Ms. Gloria White

 William W. Bishop Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Michael K. Williams

Ms. Susan Williams
 Willrob LLC

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Ita
  Jewish Foundation Memphis

Mr. Thomas Johnson
Mrs. and Mrs. Harvie and Susan

Jones
Mrs. Elisabeth Jones

Mr. Lawrence Jospeh R. Steingold
Charitable Fund

Mr. and Mrs. David Kaiser
Mr. and Mrs. George Keller

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kemether
  Kiwanis Club Of Norfolk

Mrs. Amber Kidd
Mrs. Susan Klawitter
Ms. Barbara Kledzik

  Kroger
Mr. Nicholas Kyrus
Mrs. Elaine Kyrus

Dr. & Mrs. Larry & Maria Latona
Ms. Laura Law

Ms. Marianne Lewis
Ms. Constance Loschi

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Madel
Ms. Ellen Manassee

Mr. Alf Mapp
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Mayo

Mr. & Mrs. Chad McGill
Ms. Elizabeth Miklos

  MOD Super Fast Pizza, LLC
Mr. Earl Morris

  Network For Good
Ms. Louise Pesnicak

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Pollock
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Powner
Mr. and Mrs. John Preston

Ms. Janis Raymond
Mr. and Mrs. Lindsay Reavis

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Reilly



The R.i.M.E. Project: Pinocchio

We are grateful to our education partners and community
supporters who helped make “Reading in Music Education”, a

success! In November of 2023, Tidewater Winds performed
Pinocchio in five studetnt matinees to over 6,000 3rd and 4th

grade students in three school districts. Teachers received
lesson plans, students received our book, and all received the

final concert. You helped us motivate children to read. 
Thank You! 






