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I Wish I Worked There! A Look Inside

the Most Creative Spaces in Business
by Kursty Groves with Will Knight

EWWI‘
s — Lt Yoo ‘.w

| Wishl Wc_)rked There!

ombie N

throughout chapters with headings such as “Cheeky Little
Touches,” "Fluidity,” “Open, No Boundaries,” “Kids at Heart," and
“Intense Artisan Process Sustained by Forced Relaxation.” We see

Chichester, U.K.: John Wiley & Sons, $65 o ~ ® firemen's poles and slides rather than stairs and mismatched chairs

256 pages, 421 illustrations (400 color) g n ﬁ supplanting uniform sets (Camenzind Evolution for Google). Astro-
- gl Turf stands in for nylon carpet (Jump Studios for Innocent Drinks).

This jolly, interesting survey — W =% Brightly colored exercise balls roll around among the worktables

covers 20 unconventional
offices. Some are British, some
American, with projects from
Switzerland and Denmark
thrown in for good measure.
Some are for clients we'd expect to be seriously corporate: Johnson & Johnson,
Proctor & Gamble. Most are for companies known for their inventiveness: Dream-
Works, Google, Lego, Walt Disney Imagineering. In her introduction, design
consultant Kursty Groves, who operates under the name Creative Spaces Consul-
tancy, posits that those creative spaces share four attributes. First is stimulation,
exemplified in the book by interiors for Urban Outfitters fashion, designed by
Mever, Scherer & Rockcastle, and Oakley sunglasses, designed by that company's
architect CEO. Second, reflection is illustrated by P&G design manager Jason
Shaw's nap pods. Collaboration, the third, is seen in MoreySmith's café for Sony
Music and Jump Studios's development kitchen for Innocent Drinks. Nike's sports
and leisure facilities, designed in-house, and Sussman/Prejza's “fun lab” for Hasbro
represent the fourth, play.

Her introduction ends with the encouragement, "Have fun!” And we do—

(Sussman/Prejza for Hasbro). Back-painted glass encourages
employees to write on it (PDM International for Philips Design). At Google again,
a bathtub filled with foam blocks, positioned to face an aquarium, is described
as a place to “chillax.”

All this adds up to a good look at a design attitude that's undeniably valid, per-
haps even increasingly valid. (The photography, contributed by Edward Denison,
is appropriately lively and full of personality though often underlit.) But we can't
help adding the caveat that, despite the role of such Dionysian romps, there will
always be a place for the more Apollonian qualities of order and quiet.

Kennedy Green House

by Robin Wilson

Austin, Texas: Greenleaf Book Group Press, $30
187 pages, 231 illustrations (223 color)

KENNEDY

Robert Kennedy, Ir., lives with his family in
a 90-year-old house in Mount Kisco, New
York. The house suffered flooding in 2003,
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Design Competition

Circle 84

SPARK Modern Fires would like to congratulate Rafael Novoa who was selected the grand prize winner of our design
competition. He used our 3' Vu Thru fireplace with a floor o ceiling concrete enclosure to create a magnificent focal point
in the living room of this beautiful barn. To see the winners visit www.sparkfires.com or call us ot 866.938.3846
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Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, $20
192 pages, 41 illustrations (7 color]

Kennedy writes in this book’
foreword, before realizing that the “only solution was to raze and
rebuild." As a professional environmental advocate and professor of
environmental litigation at Pace Law School, he naturally intended
his new house to be green. With the help of Robin Wilson Home'
Robin Wilson, whom the foreword calls “an eco-friendly design
pioneer,” that goal was accomplished in spade

This book chronicles the practices and processes that created a re-

markable residence and presents the story in great detail, with equally
great common sense. We are told of organizations such as the Forest
Stewardship Council and programs such as the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency's Energy Star. We encounter hypoallergenic bamboo
flooring, low-VOC paint and stain, dual-flush toilets for reduced water
use, geothermal pumps, photovoltaic roof shingles, mirrored skylights
for passive lighting in corridors and closets, and much more. Not one
of these is unfamiliar to today's design profession, but seeing them all
= come together in a single house for a notable family give: them a
ense of immediate reality they often lack. A resource guide at the
back lists phone numbers and Web sites for 99 sources of materials,

= products, and information

Wires and
Cables and
PDAs, Oh My!

Silea”

supports workplace technology through
smart accessories and active storage,
delivering the perfect solution for today’s
technology-driven private office.
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